
Membership Committee Chair’s Message  
By RayeCarol Cavender, Membership Committee Chair  
 
As we gear up for another exciting conference, I wanted to share a brief Membership Committee 
update. As part of our ongoing objective to diversity ITAA membership, we have recently identified 
59 U.S.-based community colleges (CC) with programs in our disciplines (e.g., merchandising, 
design), and have extended them an invitation to join our organization. Although we were all 
looking forward to our conference in Denver this fall, this year’s virtual modality has provided us 
with an exciting opportunity to encourage our community college colleagues to attend the 
conference for the first time from the comfort of their homes or offices. We believe that increasing 
CC membership will pave the way for collaborative partnerships between our two and four year 
institutions in the future. If you also have friends or colleagues that are considering joining ITAA, 
you might encourage them to attend our virtual conference! 
 
Another ongoing objective is to position this committee as a point of contact for you to share your 
suggestions for improving member-related aspects of our organization. While we won’t have our 
normal Career Fair table this year, we would still love to hear from you!  We are here to represent 
your interests! We are also actively growing and diversifying our committee’s membership to more 
fully reflect ITAA’s composition. We are eagerly seeking new members so if you are new to ITAA or 
are considering joining a committee, we would love to have you!  
 
Feel free to reach out to me directly at rayecarol.cavender@uky.edu to share comments or if you 
are interested in joining the committee. Please also know that you can contact us year-round to 
relay your membership-related ideas, comments, and concerns. I look forward to seeing you all as 
we “Pivot for the Pandemic” in November!  
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