
Railroad Safety  

• Statistics - Fatalities 

• Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) regulation 49 
C.F.R. Part 214 vs. Right-of-Entry 

• Insurance, your liability insurance does not cover you 
(special risk area) 

• On-Track Worker Safety 

• e-RailSafe 

• Railroad Police 



Safety is a Way of Life 
 

     Railroad Safety NOT an Option, 
 a MUST 



 

 

Federal Railroad Administration 

Roadway Worker Protection 

1986 -1996 = 4.8 Fatalities 

1997 – 2012 = 3.1 Fatalities 
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Fatalities Since 1997 

 50 RWP fatalities since implementation of 
regulation in 1997 

 
 18 between Feb. 2008  - Feb. 2012 

–  Over 36% of the 50 total 
 

 5 is the highest number of fatalities occurring in a 
single calendar year (2003, 2007, 2008) 



Non-Railroad Employee 

• April 2008:  A surveyor involved in a public survey was fatally 
injured when struck by a CSX freight train at a highway/rail 
grade crossing near the Georgia/Tennessee border.  The 
surveyor evidently became confused as to which track the 
approaching train was occupying and stepped into its path. 

 

• The survey party was not working for CSX and had not 
notified CSX that they would be working near the track.  There 
was no On Track Safety provided.  The surveyor did not clear 
the track on the approach of a train. 



Right of Entry vs. Safety 

• Railroad Property is PRIVATE Property 

• Trespass Issues 

• OSHA/FRA can fine you $10,000+ 

 





Panic Signs & Location 

• Department of Transportation (DOT) Crossing 
Number  

– typically 6 digits and a letter, typically the number 
tag found on panic/crossing signs, cross-bucks, 
mast-mounted flashing lights/gate/bells, bridges 
and on signal boxes 





DOT Crossing Research 

• Use the following link to search railroad 
crossing database. 

•   

• Shortcut to:  

• http://safetydata.fra.dot.gov/OfficeofSafety/p
ublicsite/crossing/crossing.aspx 



CSX Roadway Worker Training 



On-Track Safety Training  

• Anyone working within 25 feet of the track  

– Lone Worker, typically track inspection  

– Watchman Lookout used for work gang and no 
equipment  

– Working Limits used for work gang and 
equipment  

 



Where do I get the Required 
Safety Training? 

• Some large engineering / survey companies 
have personnel who are qualified trainers 

• Roadway Worker Trainer Inc.    (904) 296-
8088, Office or (904) 493-4688 Fax 

• Ospry (904) 633-1543 

 

   Training is not cheap but neither is a funeral 





























e-RAILSAFE 

• Class 1 Railroads 

• Background Investigation 

• Currently under Contract for Work 

• Biennial Renewal 

• http://www.erailsafe.com/ 



Railroad Police 

• Carry Badges, Guns, Handcuffs, etc. 

• Federal Authority to Arrest 



Track Speed 

110 mph equates to ¼ mile in 8.2 
seconds or 161 FEET PER 

SECOND!!!!!!!  


