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Advancing, Promoting & Protecting Boating in Michigan, since 1958.


MBIA is a statewide, non-profit, marine trade association which represents 1500 marine businesses and more than 4 million active boaters in Michigan.

Overview of the Boating Industry:
· Boating industry is a thriving backbone of the U.S. economy
· Boating alone contributes $230 billion to our nation’s economy annually.
· Boating is an American pastime that brings an estimated 150 million people together on the water each year.
· The boating industry supports 36,000 marine businesses and 812,000 U.S. jobs.
· Each year, the U.S. boating industry generates an estimated $31 billion in sales.
· Boats are one of the few “American-made” products: 95% of boats sold in the U.S. are made in the U.S. and
· Recreational boating is an American pastime that unites families and connects Americans with our nation’s waterways. 

· Boasting about Michigan Boating
· Michigan is the 3rd largest marine market in the country with $982 million sold in new boats, motors, trailers and accessories
· Recreational boating has a $11.7 billion economic impact on MI’s economy annually.
· Michigan ranks #2 for boat registrations, would likely be #1 if we registered paddle craft
· With more than 835,000 registered boats on file, we can safely estimate 40 percent of all people in Michigan are active boaters
· In Michigan most marine businesses are family run, multi-generational, small businesses

· Boating is not an affordable sport
· 61% of U.S. boat owners have household incomes of less than $75,000
· 93% of marine manufacturers are small businesses
· 95% of all boats registered in Michigan are under 26 ft. in length and trailered

· Outdoor Recreation represents 2.7 percent of the GDP
· BEA reveals $734 billion annual gross economic output = 2.7 percent GDP
· With 4.5 million jobs, this sector generates similar employment as hospitals, transportation and education services.
· Boating is the #1 contributor to the outdoor recreation industry’s real gross output

· Our industry is focused on Sustainability
· The Michigan Clean Marina Program has reached 104 Certified Clean Marinas in 2025 – more than any other state in the nation
· MBIA working with the MRC has doubled the amount of shrink wrap recycled in Michigan
· MBIA has partnered with the MDNR to bring a fiberglass recycling program to the GL
· MBIA just completed a 3-year EGLE Grant initiative to help boaters understand their role in helping to stop the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species

· Recreational marine accounts for only 0.7% of transportation C02.
· Our industry has pioneered the very first device to quantify greenhouse gas emissions from boats. 
· Since 2010 we have reduced engine emissions by 90%
· And increased fuel efficiency by 40%
· Implemented evaporative fuel controls to eliminate emissions from fueling

· Michigan has strong boating laws in place
· Michigan’s boating safety record is impressive as boaters typically seek out education.
· Readily available from many groups (in person and online) & specific to boat types.
· Mandatory Education Overtime - All born after 1996 must take a class (1978 for PWC)
· Every boater is responsible for his/her wake – statewide education campaign underway

· Workforce Development
· The recreational boating industry is facing a shortfall of qualified workers for manufacturing, technicians and service repairs.
· There are more than 31,000 open jobs in the U.S. marine industry many of these openings are in Michigan which is the 3rd largest marine market in the country.
· 88% of available service jobs are for marine technicians
· Full-time, well-paying jobs – not seasonal
· Transferable skills: HVAC, Fiberglass Repair, Electrician, mechanics
· Fun industry – work with boats, play with boats

· Economic Impact Study from the Michigan Port Collaborative - Key findings:
· In 2017, Michigan’s ports and harbors produced $19.7B in economic impact. 
· Approximately 151K full-time equivalent jobs around the state were supported by the economic activity generated by Michigan’s ports and harbors. 
· An estimated $7.7B in labor income can be attributed to the economic activity spawned by the state’s ports and harbors. 
· On a statewide-level, water-based tourism and recreation economic impacts are nearly 4-times the size of commercial economic impacts. 
· The state of Michigan and municipalities within the state collected an estimated $1B in tax revenues in 2017 due to water-based tourism and recreation in/around Michigan’s ports and harbors. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk482267055][bookmark: _Hlk482273463]The federal government witnessed approximately $1.3B in tax revenues in 2017 as a result of water-based tourism and recreation in/around Michigan’s ports and harbors.

· Along with dealers, marinas, dock companies, electronics, etc. Michigan has more than 157 marine manufacturers – 93 percent are considered small businesses. 

· 
· Manitou Pontoons, Lansing
· Crest Pontoon, Owosso
· Tiara Yachts, Holland
· Grand Craft, Holland
· Van Dam Boats, Boyne City
· Four Winns, Glastron and Wellcraft
· Gibbs Sports Amphibian, Rochester
· Ilmor, Northville
· Attwood Corp., Lowell
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