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Dear g
The reactivated Ethics Committee has finally had a chance to
review your reguest and respond. You requested advice on
whether the procedure you use in working with A
U 0 i1l collections is ethical in view of
Ethics Opinions Number 39.
DR 2-10224 allows for the designation on a client's letter-
head of an attorney as general counsel "if the attorney or
firm devotes a substantial amount of professional time in
£ the representation of the client." Although you have repre-
sented for a number of years, it

is unclear from your letter whether or not a substantial
amount of your time is devoted to that work. While the use
of a client's stationery, like the one utilized by

j ; may not be prohibited by this disci-
pPlinary rule, clearly Ethics Opinion Number 39 intended to
restrict the type of letters and letterhead utilized in
pre-lawsuit collection correspondence. The use by b

of the legal counsel letterhead in

pre-lawsuit collection correspondence would violate para-
graph & of Ethics Opinion 39 and should be discontinued.

With regard to the general lawsuit collection process, as
long as all correspondence prepared is carefully reviewed
and signed personally by you and mailed by your office
S should be no problem with the staff of gl
rafting those letters. However,
should there be any followup contact with the debtor, it is
your responsibility to monitor if not conduct the negotia-~
tions net only on the legal direction of the lawsuit but

also as to any monetary negotiations that might take place
pursuant to paragraph 4 of Opinion 39.
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If in the actual lawsuit collection process this is what is
occurring in your office, there is no need to revise your
procedures., If it is not currently proceeding in this
manner, you should take remedial action.

If you have any further questions, please feel free to
contact the committee.

Sincerely,

wgu Colalgr

Linda Catalano
Ethics Committee Chair




