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The Ethics Committee of the State Bar 2ssccistion of North Dakota
has addressed and discussed the guestion raised in your letter of
June 1, 18%%0.

It is the opinion of the Committee that the current rules of
professional responsibility do not address the issue you raised in
your letter. The Committee is of the opinion that you would be
obligated to make a reasonable effort to contact clients and give
them a reasonable time in which to respond to the notice. If some
clients cannot be perscnally notified, you might want to consider
some type of a public notice by way of a notice in the local
paper.

The Committee is also of the opinion that you must make an effort
to review the files to assure that all origina)l documents which
are significant to the client would be returned to the client.
If they cannot be returned, then we would assume that they would
be transferred to the successor law firm. You must assure that
originals which are of significant importance would not be
destroyed.

This letter opinion is issued to you for advisory purposes only
and is not binding on you, the Court's of North Dakota, the
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Disciplinary Board, Grievance Committees, or any other member of
the Bar of the State of North Dakota.

Sincerely,

Paul F. Richaxd

Chairman-Ethics Committee

Stazte Bar Association of North Dakota
cc: Eherry King



June 1, 1800

Mr. Faul P, Rlcherd

Chairman, legel Ethles Commitize
North Derxeta Baer Asscelsation
P.0. Zox 5017

Fargo, Horth Dakota 53008

Deey Mr. Richard:-’
I &am in the preocess of clos

H
made arrangsments to sell a
firm.

vt my law praetice and I haeve

ng o
11 of my equipment te e local lew

My provwlenm i3, what do I do with 21 of my cld filss? What is &y
obligation io cllents in regard tc Thesz Piles?

I understand that &5 to pending litigation my cllents would have
the eoption of seleciting a lawyer of thelr choice, Thet cption
i1l certzinly be made avallshle to my clients,

My problenm rests meors with old files thzt have desn inactive but
that T maintzin for clisnts who come in, perhaps cnce every three
{3) er feour (4) yssrs,

1o, I have old filer for clients that are now geceased; however
ocoraslonally & densdent or velative becomes invelved in something
thaet Iinvelves these oid Tiles therelore they hove been usefuly
however in meny <c&ses I wouldn't ¥now mven where to  ocontaet
relatives or decedents, Alzo, a5 I am surs that all of you ere
aware, 1t would very time consuming and expensive.

I had planned to notify theé clients that I can locate that their
files will be available for them tc pick up or they may et their
opticon leave thelr files with me and they will bé transferrsd o
Ty successor law Firm.

I any event, I would apprecizte some sort of guldanse from your
commitieo. Incidentally I intend o have thils all csoncluded by
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the en2 of July; therafeore ysur early - roopasrse will  te
eppreclated, Thank you.

I repain,

Yours very ¢
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