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�Have something newsworthy? email shaz.akram@fulbright.org

The FulbrighT AssociATion invites all its members 
and anyone interested in the Fulbright program to submit a 
proposal for its 36th Annual conference to be held october 
3 - 6, 2013 in Washington, Dc. 

The deadline to submit proposals is June 5th, 2013. This 
year, more than ever, we are seeking breakout sessions that 
will bring the “wow” factor, are provocative, and keep at-
tendees engaged in ongoing dialogues.  
3URSRVDOV�VKRXOG�¿W�ZLWK�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH¶V�WKHPH��³)XO-

bright in Action” and address how Fulbrighters, through 
their work and research, are taking action to address the 
issues of the day. For the 2013 Annual conference, breakout 
VHVVLRQV�ZLOO�EH�GLYLGHG�LQWR�¿YH�WUDFNV�RI�LQWHUHVW��

There will be approximately 2 – 4 sessions per track 
spread out over two days. breakout session proposals 
VKRXOG�EH�VXEPLWWHG�LQ�RQH�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�¿YH�WUDFNV�

ii�Science & Technology
ii�Arts & Humanities
ii�Human Rights & Social Justice
ii�Business & Entrepreneurship
ii�Global Public Health

'RQ¶W�IRUJHW�WR�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKH�-XO\���th early bird reg-
istration deadline. We look forward to seeing you in Wash-
ington Dc in october.

BY SHAZ AKRAM
THE CHICAGO LEADERSHIP Conference held 
at Columbia College in collaboration with the 
Chicago Chapter on April 20-21, was a huge 
success. 

Fifty chapter leaders from 46 chapters 
attended the two day conference that cov-
ered topics under programs, partnerships 
and profiles. The coming together of chapter 
leadership not only gave an opportunity for 
people to present their ideas, but also created 
a unique opportunity to network and share 
common Fulbright experiences.

We encourage our members to attend our 
annual conference in October. Our alumni 
conference provides opportunities to invest 
in collective pride, friendship and sharing of 
one’s work.

Sandy Senior-Dauer, vice president of the 
Connecticut chapter

Annual Conference 
call for proposals 
deadline 
June 12th, 2013

Second Leadership Conference took place in Chicago

FA’s new ED turns 
a corner!
FORTY YEARS AGO in history 
on May 21, 1973, Senator J. 
William Fulbright (D-AR) of the 
Foreign Relations Committee 
warns of further turmoil in 
the Middle East due to depen-
dence of foreign oil and the 
U.S. stance on Israel. Forty years 
later Stephen Reilly reaches a 
milestone on May, 22, 2013. 
He turns 40 and as the new ED 
adds a new page to the history 
of the Fulbright Association.



BY ROTH ENDOWNMENT 
THE THIRD ANNUAL FUL-
BRIGHT Legacy Lectures were 
delivered in May by Dr. Harold 
Varmus, speaking on “Interna-
tional Relations in Science 
and Medicine.” Dr. Varmus, 
Director of the National Cancer 
Institute, formerly headed the 
National Institutes of Health, 
then Memorial Sloane-Ketter-
ing in New York City. In 1989, 
he shared the Nobel Prize with 
Michael Bishop for ground-
breaking research on genetic 
damage as a cause for cancer. 
His talks explored the interna-
tional side of science through 
three case studies—the cancer 
institute in Uganda, the ma-
laria institute in Mali, and the 
US Presidents’ AIDS Initiative 
(PEPFAR)--in keeping with the 
spirit of his remarkable book 
The Art and Politics of Science 
(Norton 2010). 

The 2013 Lectures began on 
May 3 at Senator Fulbright’s 
beloved Oxford, where he 
spent four years (1924-28) at 
Pembroke College. The second 
talk, on PEPFAR, was delivered 
on May 7 at Kings College Lon-
don and the third at the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh on May 9. 

Now in their third year, 
the Legacy Lectures began in 
2011 with political scientist 
Anne-Marie Slaughter (2011) 
and senior diplomat Thomas 
R. Pickering (2012). Ambassa-
dor Pickering and Dr. Varmus 
offered follow-up seminars in 
each site, in Varmus’ case at the 
medical colleges of the three 
universities, aimed at medical 
students and young medical 
professionals.

The Fulbright Archives in 
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For the Fulbright 
Association. 
Please make your 
donation to the Annual 
Appeal today! You can 
donate online at 
http://www.fulbright.
org/donations/

(GLWLRQ�	�'HVLJQ�ELIO LETURIA
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SHOW YOUR SUPPORT

FOLLOW US ON

Rick Trainor, Principal Kings College London; Richard T. 
Arndt, Chair, Lois Roth Endowment; Penny Egan, Executive 
Director, US-UK Fulbright Commission; Harold Varmus; Lord 
Douro, Chairman of Council, Kings College London; and 
Simon Lewis, Chair of the US-UK Fulbright Commission.

Fayetteville hold deep insights 
into the Senator’s love for and 
debt to Pembroke, both in 
his unpublished letters to his 
family and particularly in the 
thirty-five-year correspondence 
with his tutor Ronald B. McCal-
lum, later Pembroke’s Master. 
Fulbright is certainly the most 
prominent American product 
of Pembroke College, which 
counts among its earlier grad-
uates British lexicographer and 
literary light Dr. Samuel John-
son and crystallographer James 
Smithson, whose donation in 
the early decades of the 19th 
century provided the spark for 
the creation of the Smithsonian 
Institution in Washington DC.

The Fulbright Legacy Lec-
tures were founded by a steer-

ing committee at Pembroke, 
under outgoing Master Giles 
Henderson. The US-UK Ful-
bright Commission, led by its 
director Penny Egan, new-mint-
ed CBE, stepped forward to 
offer support. Other support 
came from the Lois Roth En-
dowment, this year with the 
cooperation of the US Fulbright 
Association.

To maintain this unusual 
project, support is needed. 
Those who wish to participate 
are invited to make tax-deduct-
ible gifts to the Roth Endow-
ment, PO Box 33968, Washing-
ton DC 20033. Those wishing to 
attend future Legacy lectures 
are invited to contact Dr. Rich-
ard Arndt at DickArndt@gmail.
com. 

Fulbright Legacy 
Lectures by 
Dr. Harold Vamus

Sir Peter Westmacott, British Ambassador 
to the United States hosted a  reception to 
celebrate the 65th anniversary of the US-
UK Fulbright Commission. Harriet Mayor 
Fulbright, State Department Staff, Fulbright 
Association staff and many US Fulbright 
grantees to the UK attended the evening 
reception at the ambassador’s residence in 
Washington DC, on April 26th, 2013. From 
left to right are UK Fulbright Association’s 
Executive Director, Penny Egan, Ambassador, 
Sir Peter Westmacott and Stephen Reilly, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Fulbright Association.

http://www.fulbright.org/donations/
http://www.fulbright.org/donations/
https://twitter.com/FulbrightAssoc
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Fulbright-Association/120772846831
http://www.linkedin.com/in/fulbrightassociation


BY ELIO LETURIA
“WelcoMe To The MosT 
AMericAn of the American 
cities,” said chicago mayor
Rahm Emanuel at the 
Moocs panel discussion 
event that took place at the 
university of chicago hyde 
Park campus on Monday May 
7, 2013.

The J. William Fulbright 
Foreign scholarship board 
(FFsb) oversees all the Ful-
bright programs in the world, 
and meets four times a year. 
)RU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��WKH�ERDUG�
met in chicago, May 6-8.
in order to reach out to the 
Fulbright community, the 
Department of state worked 
closely with the chicago 
chapter of the Fulbright 
Association to organize a 
series of activities while the 
Fulbright board was in town. 
several events took place at 
the Quadrangle club of the 
university of chicago. Ful-
bright Association executive 
Director Stephen Reilly 
was also invited to present an 
overview and new initiatives 
being undertaken by the Ful-
bright Association.
7KH�¿UVW�HYHQW�ZDV�DQ�LQ-

formation fair that showcased 
exchange and career oppor-
tunities with the Department 
of state. representatives 

from programs like the Ful-
bright-hays scholarship, 
benjamin A. gilman inter-
national scholarship, critical 
language scholarship, insti-
tute of international educa-
tion and u.s. state Depart-
ment Diplomat in residence, 
among others, were present 
at the fair. 

The second event was a 
panel discussion, “Fulbright 
2.0—e-learning, Moocs, 
2(5V��DQG�WKH�)XWXUH��:KDW�
does new Technology Mean 
for global education,” right 
after the fair. 

“We are here to see how 
technology is changing world 
education,” Tom Healy, 
chair of the Fulbright Foreign 
scholarship board said when 
addressing a packed room of 
participants. The objective 
of the panel was to explore 
and discuss the evolving role 
of e-learning technologies 
around the world and the 
potential applications within 
the Fulbright Program.

Among the panelists there 
were Clay Pell from the u.s. 
Department of education, 
Henry Bienen, President 
emeritus of northwestern 
university, Katie Day Good, 
Fulbright alumna-MTVu to 
Mexico, and Shai Reshief, 
President of the university 

J. William Fulbright Foreign 
Scholarship Board met in Chicago
J. William Fulbright Foreign 
Scholarship Board met in Chicago

of the People. The panel 
was moderated by Laura 
S. Trombley, President of 
Pitzer college and member of 
the Fulbright Foreign schol-
arship board.

right after the panel dis-
cussion, a reception celebrat-
ing the “extraordinary history 
of the Fulbright Program 
in chicago” was held. The 
special guest at the reception 
was Hanna Holborn Gray, 
President emeritus of the 
university of chicago and a 
1950-51 Fulbright scholar to 
the uK. 

on Tuesday May 7, the 
Fulbright Foreign scholar-

ship board visited northeast-
ern illinois university, invited 
by its President Sharon K. 
Hahs, and Ana Gil-García, 
board member of the chicago 
chapter of the Fulbright As-
sociation and professor at the 
same university. 

During the FFsb board 
visit to chicago, stephen reil-
ly, executive Director of the 
Fulbright Association in D.c. 
had the opportunity to meet 
with all the board members 
and discuss his vision on how 
to move the national Ful-
bright Association forward by 
creating new programming 
and increasing membership.

CHICAGO CHAPTER

Mayor Rahm Emanuel opening the panel discussion

Tom Healy

Reshief, Day Good, Bienen, Pell and Trombley

Hanna Holborn Gray

Reilly and Castor
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http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/mayor.html
http://eca.state.gov/fulbright/fulbright-programs/program-summaries/fulbright-hays-program/
http://eca.state.gov/fulbright/fulbright-programs/program-summaries/fulbright-hays-program/
http://exchanges.state.gov/us/program/benjamin-gilman-international-scholarship-program/
http://exchanges.state.gov/us/program/benjamin-gilman-international-scholarship-program/
http://www.clscholarship.org/
http://www.clscholarship.org/
http://www.iie.org/
http://www.iie.org/
http://www.iie.org/
http://eca.state.gov/fulbright/about-fulbright/foreign-scholarship-board/members/tom-healy
http://news.providencejournal.com/breaking-news/2013/05/clay-pell-moves-from-white-house-post-to-us-dept-ed.html
http://www.northwestern.edu/Bienen/
http://www.tgs.northwestern.edu/student-research/katie-day-good/index.html
http://www.uopeople.org/167703
http://www.pitzer.edu/offices/president/president_bio.asp
http://www.pitzer.edu/offices/president/president_bio.asp
http://www-news.uchicago.edu/president/history/gray.shtml
http://www.neiu.edu/About%20NEIU/Administration/Office%20of%20the%20President/
http://www.neiu.edu/About%20NEIU/Administration/Office%20of%20the%20President/
http://www.neiu.edu/Academics/College%20of%20Education/Departments_Programs/Educational_Leadership_Development/Department%20Programs/School%20Leadership%20Concentration/LEAD%20Faculty/Ana_Gil-Garcia,_Ph.D..html
http://www.fulbright.org/staff/details.asp?id=17529
http://www.fulbright.org/staff/details.asp?id=17529
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Fulbright Scholars represent FIU at St. Augustine
BY CONSUELO NARANJO
Florida International University 
Fulbright students and alumni 
participated on a three day 
meeting, from April 5 to April 
7, in St. Augustine, Fla. for the 
commemoration of Juan Ponce 
de León—a Spanish explorer 
who arrived to one of the old-
est cities in the United States 
500 years ago.

The program was planned 
by the Fulbright Association 

with its three chapters in North, 
Central and South Florida. This 
society was established by Ful-
bright Scholars Program alum-
ni, enabling supporters of in-
ternational education to learn 
more about St. Augustine’s his-
tory by attending conferences, 
touring the city and interacting 
with other Fulbrighters from 
Florida universities.

Jesús Méndez, vice pres-
ident of the South Florida 
Chapter, describes Fulbright not 
just as an academic program 
where students can acquire 
knowledge, but also as a pro-
gram that promotes mutual 
understanding between cul-
tures through education and 
communication —the main 
objectives of Fulbright.

“Knowledge without un-
derstanding creates tragedies. 
Fulbright reunions are amazing 
and necessary opportunities 
where students can appreciate 
and share new cultures, lan-
guages and different points of 
views,” Méndez said.

Flagler College in St. Augus-
tine was a co-sponsor of the 
weekend’s events.

William T. Abare, Jr., presi-
dent of Flagler College, Thomas 
Graham, professor of history 
at Flagler College and Jesús 
Méndez addressed the 500th 
anniversary of St. Augustine 
history. Betty Castor, member 

of the J. William Fulbright 
Foreign Scholarship Board and 
former Florida commissioner 
of education, and Shaz Akram, 
Director of Chapter Relations 
of the Fulbright Association in 
Washington, D.C, welcomed 
Fulbrighters by presenting the 
organization’s goals, recogni-
tions and personal experiences. 

Nicolás Terradas (Argentina), 
FIU Fulbright International 
Relations graduate, shared the 
importance of the Fulbright 
program and how this oppor-
tunity has impacted his person-
al life and professional career.

“Fulbright has changed my 
life completely. This program 
not just only gave me the op-
portunity to study in a country 
where the highest academic 
standards resided, but also 
allowed me to obtain cultural 
understanding. I have met peo-
ple from all around the world; 
without this grant, I would 
never have these experiences.”

Five FIU Fulbright students, 
Ziyad Ben Taleb, public health 
major (Libya); Nicolás Terradas, 
international relations major 
(Argentina); Juan Sebastián 
Betancourt, business major 
(Colombia); Anas Salah Eddin, 
electrical engineering major 
(Syria); and Valerie Pelletier, 
public health major (Haiti), also 
attended the St. Augustine 
event.

Students, alumni and 
participants visited historical 
venues such as the Hotel Ponce 
de León building of Flagler 
College, the Castillo de San 
Marcos, St. George Street, 
Markland House and the Colo-
nial Quarter while enjoying the 
town’s cuisine and receptions.

The Fulbright U.S. Student 
Program awards over one 
thousand grants every year, 
available in over 155 countries 
worldwide. FIU students have 
been the proud recipients of 
these prestigious awards.

According to the Fulbright 
association in 2012-2013, 
Florida welcomed 60 foreign 
Fulbright students from 25 
different countries. Also, 
during 2012-2013, a total of 
61 students attending Florida 
universities received Fulbright 
Scholarship grants to study and 
organize academic research 
abroad.

Florida International Uni-
versity has approximately 
50,000 students, most with an 
international background, and 
has been a successful academic 
entity for the Fulbright Scholar-
ship Program.

“FIU is growing extremely 
fast. It has well-known and 
globally recognized academic 
programs that attract students 
from the five continents,” 
Méndez said.

FLORIDA CHAPTERS



5

BY SHAMITA JOHNSON
ON AUGUST 26, 2012, Collège 
de Haut Penoy, of Nancy-Metz, 
France and Luther Judson 
Price Middle School, of Atlanta 
Public Schools, officially began 
a partnership to enhance stu-
dents’ academic and personal 
lives from both sides of the At-
lantic. However, this would not 
have been possible without the 
dedicated service and extraor-
dinary work done by Madame 
Clémentine Bernon, former 
Deputy Attachée Culturelle of 
the French Consulate in Atlan-
ta as well as other diplomatic 
representatives at the French 
Embassy in Washington D.C.  

Since the partnership, both 
language instructors, of the 
respective schools, Madame 
Déborah Keeton and Madame 
Shamita Johnson, have devel-
oped a very strong business re-
lationship. This relationship has 
resulted in the students from 

GEORGIA FULBRIGHTER IN ACTION

Shamita Johnson was instrumental in establishing an exchange with the 
Collège de Haut Penoy in France.

both schools to become more 
motivated to learn the English 
and French languages as well 
as become active global citizens 
of the twenty-first century.  

On February 15, 2013, Ma-
dame Keeton, English instruc-
tor of Collège de Haut Penoy, 
and International Relationship 
Liaison for the Ministry of 
Education in France, visited 
Luther Judson Price Middle 
School in Georgia. The purpose 
of the day visit was three-fold. 
First, Madame Keeton met 
the French students and their 
parents by giving special pre-
sentations throughout the day 
about her region of France, 
Lorraine, Nancy-Metz, as well 

as her school, Collège de Haut 
Penoy. 

The second purpose was to 
visit the whole school program 
of Luther Judson Price Middle 
School by meeting faculty and 
staff. The final purpose of the 
visit was to identify ten stu-
dents along with five parents 
to travel to Nancy-Metz, France 
in June 2013 with Madame 
Shamita Johnson, their French 
teacher. 

The objective of traveling 
to France is to further enhance 
students’ knowledge and skills 
to become active global citi-
zens. In addition, it will allow 
Luther Judson Price Middle 
School students’ to meet their 

French classmates from Collège 
de Haut Penoy and experience 
going to school in another 
country.  

Rap is just one of the 
many tools Madame Shamita 
Johnson uses to teach her stu-
dents French at Price Middle 
School. The Fulbright Scholar 
and Exchange teacher is also 
harnessing technology in the 
classroom. “Technology is the 
21st century. How can you 
teach without technology?” 
Johnson said. In addition to the 
iPads the students use, they 
communicate via Skype with 
their sister school in France. The 
students say it motivates them 
to learn the language.

“And then with the Skype 
call, instead of just writing 
to them or sending letters to 
them we can talk face to face 
too,” said Dyamond Jefferson, 
an 8th grader. 

Dyamond and Demetrius 
are among ten Price students 
chosen to travel to France this 
summer to visit and live with 
the students they’ve become 
friends with on the internet.

Madame Deborah Keeton, a 
middle school teacher at Haur 
Penoy Middle School in France, 
says the trip has inspired her 
students to really learn English.

“Now they know why they 
have to learn English. It’s not 
in a book anymore. They have 
people in front of them,” said 
Keeton. 

But for Madame Johnson, 
it’s a chance to give her stu-
dents what a middle school 
teacher gave her as a child 
growing up in Philadelphia’s 
inner city—a trip to France.

“I want to take them to see 
the world because they need 
to. And when they do, they will 
change, and they will give back 
to the community just as I am,” 
Johnson said. 

The Price students need 
more than $34,000 to pay for 
16 round trip airline tickets to 
France for themselves and their 
parents. Click here if you’d like 
to help. 

Cultural exchange between 
Atlanta public school and 
French college

“We’re young, so we know much about 
technology and it really appeals to our 
senses because we can do more on the 
technology” 
  —DeMeTrius Dozier, 6Th grADe sTuDenT

GEORGIA CHAPTER

http://www.atlanta.k12.ga.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1306&ModuleInstanceID=5904&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=36869&PageID=5916
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BY DARLENE DEMARIE
MY FULBRIGHT TO SOUTH Af-
rica was the beginning of a life 
journey. My goal is to continue 
this mission, which began as 
part of my Fulbright in 2007. I 
co- created a child care center 
for the University of Limpopo, 
a historically Black university 
in the northern rural part of 
South Africa.

It wasn’t an easy task to start 
a child care center, especially 
during the first year. We had 
to find partners to provide 
funding for renovating a house 
on campus and for obtaining 
the necessary equipment and 
supplies. We started with only 
a house. Funding we obtained 
from the South African Depart-
ment of Education paid for all 
the renovations to that house.  
The ANC party (the dominant 
political party in South Afri-
ca, and the party of Nelson 
Mandella and all presidents 
since Apartheid ended) paid 
for us to provide child care for 
their convention. This money 
and a large donation from an 
international copy company 
funded all of our equipment.  
Donations from our friends, 
relatives, professional acquain-
tances, musicians, authors, 
schools and child care centers 

A child care center for 
the University of Limpopo 
in South Africa

in the U. S., and of course, from 
Prof. Cherian of the University 
of Limpopo, and from me, 
provided all of the supplies. 
Students at Clarion University 
of Pennsylvania and the Univer-
sity of South Florida did service 
learning projects that offered 
an assortment of board games 
and tapes of books that had 
been donated to the center. A 
food service provider on cam-
pus subsidized half the cost of 
children’s meals. Every day, chil-
dren received nutritious break-
fasts, lunches, and afternoon 
snacks; and many children took 
home half of the snack for 
their brothers and sisters.  

Thanks to everyone’s gen-
erosity we have been able to 
provide quality early childhood 
experiences for 52 children 
from ages 2- to 6-years-old.  
Without that support, and 
without the University of Lim-
popo’s subsequent subsidy for 
its own staff, it never would 
have been possible for families 
to afford this type of care for 
their children.

I will never forget the grand 
opening celebration, one 
month before my Fulbright 

ended. The Vice Chancellor and 
children cut the ribbon togeth-
er. After I told about my wor-
ries leaving South Africa when 
the child care center had only 
opened recently, the American 
Embassy extended my Fulbright 
into the next year. This gave 
me nine more months to work 
with the teachers and to begin 
the kindergarten program. 
More renovations to the house 
were made possible with fund-
ing from a golf tournament 
that was sponsored by the 
recently hired construction 
company in conjunction with 
the University. 

I also will never forget the 
first kindergarten graduation 
in 2010. I returned for one 
month at my own expense, 
because I did not want to miss 
that milestone celebration. I 
was able to witness first-hand 
the effects of proper nutrition, 
a nurturing relationship, and 
a stimulating environments on 
young children’s development 
and learning. These differences 
were evident when I compared 
photos I had taken 1 ! years 
ago with the current photos 
I was taking. First, I noticed 
there were dramatic changes 
in the children’s skin coloring.  
Withdrawn, skinny children 
now were smiling and singing 
joyfully. A second change was 
every child, regardless of age, 
was trying to read, and wanted 
to tell me about their favorite 
books. A third change was 
there was far more activity on 
the playground than there had 
been years ago. The children 
loved to play soccer and to run 
around the large play area. 
It was then I realized my Ful-
bright had created new possi-
bilities for these young children 
and their families.

Parents thanked me for 
making a difference in their 
children’s lives. Some admitted 

not trusting me while I was 
there. By returning to South 
Africa at my own expense, 
I had convinced them the 
project came from my heart.  
Although children and families 
spoke many different languag-
es at home, learning English at 
the child care center seemed 
to unite them. Tribes that tra-
ditionally worked against one 
another were coming together 
on behalf of their children.  
Finally, one parent told me 
about her child and another 
child who had moved to first 
grade with scholarships to a 
traditionally “White” private 
school. Both were reported to 
be at the top of their classes in 
reading and math. This was the 
dream of every “Black” parent 
in that region.

The child care center’s sup-
plies now are dwindling. The 
computer, printer, and DVD 
player all were stolen, and 
there is no money to replace 
them. We depend on the 
generosity of people who can 
afford the “American Dream” 
to help those who do not even 
know what that means. The 
South Africans I met were very 
hard-working people. Many 
simply did not have wages 
that covered more than a hut 
(many without electricity) and 
bread (the diet of many).  Some 
families walked many miles to 
and from the child care center, 
because they did not have 
transportation.  

The next step will be to 
build a teacher professional 
development training center 
to provide early childhood pro-
fessional development for the 
region’s teachers.  By offering 
the training to an international 
audience, the center can gener-
ate its own income source.  We 
hope that the possibilities stim-
ulate some good will among 
our Fulbright friends.

Darlene DeMarie, Betty 
Castor, member of 
the Fulbright Foreign 
Scholarship Board, and 
Shaz Akram, Director 
of Chapter Relations 
of the Fulbright 
Association
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MICHIGAN CHAPTER

BY ALVIN M. SAPERSTEIN & HARRIET B. SAPERSTEIN
THE MICHIGAN CHAPTER OF THE FULBRIGHT ASSOCIATION held 
one of its most successful events this year as part of its commit-
ment to ensure Fulbrighters from different educational insti-
tutions meet each other, explore other communities, and learn 
about Detroit and its rich international and ethnic history. 

African
American

Successful Detroit

History Tour

The chapter organized 
“Ethnic History” experiences of 
African /Jewish/Arab and Latino 
Americans to understand the 
history, institutions and lives 
of these groups, “The Detroit 
African American History Tour.” 
Seventy Fulbright students, 
scholars and alumni from eight 
Michigan institutions and more 
than 30 different countries 
mingled and experienced 
an aspect of U.S. and World 
History. The African American 
experience, with its history of 
enslavement and bravery of 
those who fought this evil, is 
a difficult story to tell or even 
understand and active partici-
patory in two tours created an 
important educational expe-
rience for Fulbright students, 
scholars, alumni and guests. 

Fulbrighters drove from 
Saginaw, Kalamazoo, Jackson, 
Ann Arbor, E. Lansing, and 
Holland, Michigan to partici-
pate in the program, “Flight 
for Freedom”, an interactive 
presentation of the experiences 
of enslaved African Americans 

tury by an Abolitionist Pastor 
and supportive congregants.  
It took-place in a block-long 
underground setting simulat-
ing a real life Southern expe-
rience for attendees, through 
Kentucky and Ohio, chased 
by Bounty Hunters, saved by 
Quaker Abolitionists.  A south-
ern style lunch, a local historian 
who lived in a house in Romeo, 
Michigan that had been one of 
the “Safe-Houses” on the Un-
derground Railroad (30 miles 
north of Detroit) facilitated a 
discussion and answered some 
of questions from the group. 

After lunch, the group 
walked to the Charles H. 
Wright Museum of African 
American History, broken into 
two groups and led by local 

volunteer docents, to view the 
featured exhibition “And Still 
We Rise.” This exhibit started 
with history of slavery in Africa, 
portraying the horrific experi-
ence of enslavement in terms 
of exhibits such as the hold of a 
slave-ship with models of some 
of those who would have expe-
rienced the trip to the United 
States, and includes many oth-
er dioramas and informative 
exhibits about different aspects 
of the slave trade, the fights for 
freedom in the 19th century, 
and the Civil Rights struggles of 
the 20th Century, with special 
emphasis on Detroit, its histor-
ical context and the current 
situation today.  

As one Fulbright FLTA visitor 
from Central Michigan Univer-
sity noted: 

“First, I am very impressed 
with the performance of 
the group at the church. As 
we walked and they talked 
through the journey, I got car-
ried away and felt as if I was 
there as a slave. It was a really 
well done. Another thing I was 
impressed with was the orga-
nization of the whole event. I 
think it was packed very well. 
We had the railroad journey 
at the church followed by Q/A 
session led by three amazing 
scholars in the field and then 
we marched together to the 
museum. It actually hosts a 
huge collection and I learned a 
lot by listening, observing and 
asking questions.”

An alumnus (Vienna, 1993) 
who drove three hours with his 
two daughters wrote: “Please 
continue these great outreach 
programs.”

These tours have been sup-
ported by the OME grants, and 
also required the cooperation 
and co-sponsorship of several 
of the participating universities 
who supplied vans and even 
paid drivers to enable the 
students to attend this event. 
Chapter members contribute 
time, especially to arrange 
transportation from Universi-
ties 70-120 miles away.

escaping from the South to 
Detroit, and then to Canada 
where they found freedom. In 
addition to the tour, enhanced 
by a cast of costumed volun-
teers from First Congregational 
Church as part of their “Un-
derground Railroad Living 
Museum”, the participants 
also heard a background in-
troduction that put the Under-
ground Railroad experience in 
historic context, and watched 
a video. The tour took place 
in a beautiful historic Church, 
which was led in the 19th Cen-
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iiDr. Leslie Korn, 
2009-2010 Fulbright 
scholar on Tradi-
tional Medicine in 
Mexico has pub-
lished 5K\WKPV�RI�
5HFRYHU\��7UDXPD��
1DWXUH�DQG�WKH�%RG\ 
(Routledge, 2013)  a 

clinical book on integrative medicine 
and traditional medicine for the treat-
ment of traumatic stress.

iiOde Amaize’s 
premier of Roger 
C. Vogel’s ³7KLQJV�
)DOO�$SDUW´ based 
on Chinua Achebe’s 
(1930-2013) novel. 

This work, for voice and narration, was 
commissioned and performed recently 
at the Univ. of Georgia in Athens has 
just been published in a CD.

iiMargaret 
Woodward Os-
trom (France 55, 56) 
was recognized by 
the Supervisors of 
Kennett Township, 

Chester County, PA for her efforts to 
preserve an 1847 map of Chester County, 
which her family donated to the Town-
ship. A digitalized version of the map 
now hangs in the reception area of the 
Township building. Margaret has been 
a member of the Kennett Township His-
torical Commission for 25 years and is a 
life member of the Fulbright Association.

iiPriscilla J. 
(“Sally”) Matti-
son, Esq., LEED® 
Green Associate, of 
counsel to Bernard 
M. Resnick, Esq., P.C., 
announces the de-

but of her new photography website. 
Sally’s original fine art and editorial 
photographs can be viewed, licensed 
and purchased at www.sallymattison.
com. Sally studied at the Technical Uni-
versity of Berlin in then-West Berlin on a 
Fulbright in 1982.

iiIn 1989 (when the Berlin wall came 
down) Diane Radycki was award-
ed a Fulbright to Germany in order 

to research the 
artist 3DXOD�0RG-
HUVRKQ�%HFNHU 
(1876-1907). Radyc-
ki’s monograph on 
Modersohn-Beck-
er —the first modern 
woman artist—is 

being published by Yale University Press 
this month.   

iiRichard Mar-
ranca’s 'UDJRQ�
Sutra has now been 
published by Oak 
Tree Press in print. 
Richard is president 
of the New Jersey 
Chapter of the Ful-
bright Association.

Dragon Sutra is an action/adven-
ture/political thriller that takes place in 
Southeast Asia, beginning in Cambodia 
and ending in Burma in the summer of 
2007. 

ii����6DLQWV��D�/LIH�RI�6FKRODUVKLS�
LQ�7LPEXNWX is a book for all those 
interested in Timbuktu, Mali, Islam, 
African scholarship, and photography!  
This photography book in English and 
French by Fulbright Scholar Alexan-
dra Huddleston shows a world that 
is largely unknown in the West: a deep-
ly rooted, ancient Islamic tradition of 
tolerance, erudition, and faith. Check it 
out here.

“My book tells a story of discovery; 
unfolding page by page, a rich and 
beautiful African intellectual culture 
that remains largely unknown in the 
West. This is a book about men and 
women who love books—scholars of all 
ages who seek knowledge and wisdom 
through learning.  It is about a city that 
has built its identity around a culture of 
scholarship,” Huddleston said.

Alumni recent accomplishments
Featuring our 
board members

Pauline Eveillard is se-
nior Program Associate at 
World Monuments Fund, 
DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�QRQ�SUR¿W�
organization dedicated 
to historic preservation, 
where she manages pres-
ervation projects, the 
international travel pro-
gram, and the young mem-
bers group. After earning 
her bA in Art history 
at Tufts university, she 
spent a year in Tunisia in 
2005-2006 as a Fulbright 

fellow, where she studied ancient roman 
mosaics and visual culture. in 2008 she 
applied the research completed during 
KHU�)XOEULJKW�)HOORZVKLS�WR�KHU�0DVWHU¶V�
thesis at the university of chicago.

Ms. eveillard is dedicated to raising 
awareness of the Fulbright program 
and Tunisia through working at World 
Monuments Fund, volunteering for one 
To World and new York needs You, and 
starting an online retail business selling 
Tunisian products. Further, Ms. eveillard 
has volunteered on a panel to discuss her 
)XOEULJKW�H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�¿UVW�JHQHUD-
tion college students. Ms. eveillard plans 
to enhance participation of Fulbright 
alumni in the new York city area.

Rob Helm is a partner 
LQ�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV�
practice group at Dechert 
llP in Washington, Dc. 
he was a Fulbright-hays 
Direct exchange Fellow to 
italy in 1982-83. 

he notes, “i was one in 
a series of stanford law 
alumni who had the priv-
ilege of working with Pro-
fessor Mauro cappelletti 
under the aegis of the Ful-
bright program over many 
years. My time in italy 

was  one of the more interesting and cul-
turally enriching experiences of my life”. 
rob is married to Mimie and has two 
daughters, Meghan and Mary Kate, both 
students at the university of Virginia.

FULBRIGHT ASSOCIATION

http://arts.uga.edu/features/post/world-premiere-of-roger-vogels-things-fall-apart/
http://www.albanyrecords.com/mm5/merchant.mvc?Screen=PROD&Store_Code=AR&Product_Code=TROY1409&Category_Code=a-NR
http://www.sallymattison.com/portfolio
http://www.sallymattison.com/portfolio
http://www.amazon.com/Dragon-Sutra-Richard-Marranca/dp/1610090888
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1101472817/333-saints-a-life-of-scholarship-in-timbuktu-book


BY CRIS RAMÓN 
in APril 2013, a bipartisan 
group of eight senators un-
veiled the border security, 
economic opportunity, and 
immigration Modernization 
$FW�RI�������WKH�JURXS¶V�SUR-
posal for comprehensive im-
migration reform.  in addition 
to reforming measures related 
to immigration enforcement 
DQG�IXWXUH�PLJUDQW�ÀRZV��WKH�
bill also includes provisions 
that impact foreign students.

 While the bill contains 
provisions will have a positive 
impact on foreign students–
including visiting Fulbright-
ers–the amendment process 
has introduced measures that 
could hurt their efforts to 
study in the u.s. 

The bill introduced several 
visa provisions that facilitate 
the integration of foreign 
students. The bill turns the 
student F visa, which permits 
individuals to study in the 
united states, into a dual 
intent visa where individuals 
can apply for a green card 
after completing their studies.

 The bill also creates a new 
points-based “merit-based” 
visa category that would grant 
visas to individuals whose 
academic, professional, and 
SHUVRQDO�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�HDUQV�
them points towards obtain-
ing this legal status. This 
measure, which would allot 
120,000 to 250,000 visas to 
this category, would allow for-
eign students to obtain a visa 
without securing employment 
in the united states.  

The bill provides foreign 
students with more opportu-
nities to gain employment in 
the united states, especially 
for individuals who studied 
in science, technology, engi-
neering, and medical (sTeM) 
¿HOGV��)LUVW��WKH�ELOO�LQFUHDVHV�
the number of h1-b tempo-

rary work visas from 110,000 
to 180,000 visas.  The bill 
also increases the allotment of 
visas within the employment 
category for individuals with a 
3K'��PDVWHU¶V��EDFKHORU¶V��RU�
two-years work experience in 
67(0�EDVHG�¿HOGV���

in the case of foreign stu-
dents who receive a job offer 
ZLWKLQ�¿YH�\HDUV�RI�JUDGXDW-
LQJ�IURP�D�0DVWHU¶V�RU�3K'�
SURJUDP�LQ�WKHVH�¿HOGV��WKHVH�
individuals can apply for a 
green card without contribut-
ing to the numerical caps in 
this category.      

in addition to these pro-
visions, the senate Judiciary 
&RPPLWWHH¶V�PDUNXS�RI�WKH�
bill during the week of May 14 
sought to introduce additional 
measures that would impact 
foreign students. A majority 
of these amendments revolve 
around tracking foreign stu-
dents in the united states, 
which continues to serve as a 
national security concern in 
immigration enforcement.  

The committee rejected 
an amendment that linked 
the effectiveness of dual in-
tent visas for nonimmigrants 
seeking higher degrees to the 
implementation of the second 
generation of the student and 
exchange Visitor Program 
(seVis), a Department of 
homeland security (Dhs) 
system that requires schools 
to register and track foreign 
students in the united states.

 The committee also op-
posed an amendment that 
eliminated the secretary of 
6WDWH¶V�DXWKRULW\�WR�ZDLYH�
personal interviews for low 
risk visa applicants such as 
students. Finally, the com-
mittee passed an amendment 
that exempts higher educa-
tion institutions from paying 
a proposed fee of $500 for 
each J-1 visa issued for most 

exchange students, including 
visiting Fulbrighters.  

however, the committee 
also passed various strin-
gent measures, including an 
amendment that requires 
background checks for 
GHVLJQDWHG�VFKRRO�RI¿FLDOV�
responsible for monitoring 
foreign students every three 
years. however, the measure 
passed with a 2nd degree 
amendment which eliminated 
WKH�VXVSHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�VFKRRO¶V�
FHUWL¿FDWLRQ�LI�RQH�RI�LWV�GHVLJ-
QDWHG�VFKRRO�RI¿FLDOV�LV�LQGLFW-
ed for fraud. The committee 
also passed an amendment 
that places a moratorium on 
the issuance of student F and 
M visas until customs and 
border Patrol gains real-time 
access to seVis.
$V�D�ZKROH��WKH�ELOO¶V�SUR-

visions–especially turning 
the F visa into a dual-intent 
visa–represent a step forward 
for giving foreign students 
the opportunity to secure 
work and integrate into the 
united states after complet-
ing their studies. however, 
the amendments could harm 
the experience of foreign stu-
GHQWV�E\�SODFLQJ�VLJQL¿FDQW�
administrative burdens on 
educational institutions and 
the issuance of student visas 
that allow foreign students to 
study in the us. 

Although legislators must 
address national security con-
cerns related to immigration 
in the bill, these efforts should 
seek to meet these goals with-
out compromising the effort 
of foreign students to study 
in the united states. The Ful-
bright community can sup-
port international students by 
contacting their lawmakers 
to oppose these measures as 
the bill continues through the 
amendment and committee 
processes.   

Immigration Reform: Pros & 
Cons for visiting Fulbrighters

What’s new?
ii�The student F visa becomes 
a dual intent visa. Individuals 
can apply for a green card 
after completing their studies. 
ii�It creates a “merit-based” 
visa category that would grant 
visas to individuals whose 
academic, professional, and 
personal qualifications earns 
them points towards obtain-
ing this legal status. 
ii�Foreign students (120,000 
to 250,000 visas) would be 
able to get a visa without se-
curing employment in the U.S.

What does this mean?
ii�More opportunities to 
gain employment in the U.S. 
for individuals who studied 
in science, technology, engi-
neering, and medical (STEM) 
fields. 
ii�The number of H1-B 
temporary work visas will 
increase from 110,000 to 
180,000.  
ii�More visas within the em-
ployment category for indi-
viduals with a PhD, master’s, 
bachelor’s, or two-years work 
experience in STEM-based 
fields.

Ammendments rejected
ii�Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) system that 
requires schools to register 
and track foreign students in 
the U.S. 
ii�Elimination of the Secre-
tary of State’s authority to 
waive personal interviews for 
low risk visa applicants such 
as students.

Ammendments passed
ii�Exemption of higher 
education institutions from 
paying a proposed fee of 
$500 for each J-1 visa issued 
for most exchange students, 
including visiting Fulbrighters.
ii�Requirement of back-
ground checks for designat-
ed school officials responsi-
ble for monitoring foreign 
students every three years.
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In March, 2013 one of our 
Fulbright PhD alumni passed 
away much too soon, from a 
rare illness. sarah was in the 
PhD literature program at 
university of south Florida 
(usF), in Tampa from 2004 
to 2010. she made many 
friends during her time there, 
and was actively involved 
in the Mid-Florida chapter 
activities and events. she 
left a lasting impact on our 
Fulbright alums as well as on 
those she met. usF and the 
Mid-Florida chapter mem-

bers are deeply saddened by 
the loss of this extraordinary 
scholar, teacher, journalist, 
and friend. 

sarah worked as a jour-
nalist for the Daily Monitor 
which she joined in 1997. she 
worked as sub editor until 
2004 when she left the com-
pany to work with the Weekly 
observer in March 2004. she 
was shortly after granted a 
Fulbright scholarship and left 
uganda to pursue a doctor-
al degree, at usF. After six 
years, returning in 2010 she 
rejoined the observer and 
resumed teaching at Makere-
re university, uganda. 

Recollections from a 
friend.  i last saw sarah in 
switzerland in november 
of 2011. Awarded a grant, 
she was researching at the 
university of zurich, and i 
jumped on the chance to see 
D�FRXQWU\�,¶YH�QHYHU�EHHQ�WR�
and, more importantly, to 
UHXQLWH�ZLWK�D�GHDU�IULHQG�,¶G�
been missing. At that time, 
sarah was the picture of 

KHDOWK��VKH�ZDV�KDUG�DW�ZRUN�
on turning her dissertation 
into a book, and we had a 
great time touring switzer-
ODQG¶V�FDVWOHV��ULGLQJ�WKH�
ferry down the zugersee, and 
buying ridiculously expensive 
OHDWKHU�ERRWV�WKDW�ZH�ZHUHQ¶W�
VXUH�ZRXOG�HYHQ�¿W�LQ�RXU�
suitcases. 

on a dreary sunday af-
ternoon (the day almost 
everything shuts down in 
switzerland), we found a 
small café where we drank 
tea and discussed plans for 
a co-authored article, some-
WKLQJ�WKDW�,¶P�VWLOO�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�
to this day. 

When i moved to usF in 
the fall of 2005 to embark on 
D�3K'��,¶G�QHYHU�LPDJLQHG�
WKDW�P\�RI¿FHPDWH�ZRXOG�
be a woman from uganda, 
a Fulbright scholar who left 
her country with intentions to 
write about American culture 
only to wind up writing about 
uganda and other African 
FRXQWULHV��$OWKRXJK�,�¿UVW�
thought we were worlds apart, 
i was amazed to discover how 

similar we were—having a 
love for feminist theory and 
sex and the city, and, as i 
learned  later in our friend-
VKLS��,�VKDUHG�QRW�MXVW�D�¿UVW�
name with her mother, but 
also a birthday. 

i defended my dissertation 
H[DFWO\�RQH�\HDU�DIWHU�6DUDK¶V�
defense and one of the things 
WKDW�JDYH�PH�FRQ¿GHQFH�WKDW�
day was a voicemail from a 
phone number with too many 
digits to be from the us. 
6DUDK¶V�NLQG�YRLFH�ZDV�

WKH�¿UVW�WR�FRQJUDWXODWH�PH��
sarah was so many things to 
PH��DQ�RI¿FHPDWH��FROOHDJXH�
and co-author, support 
during the dark days of the 
dissertation, and one of my 
very best friends. she had an 
award-winning smile that lit 
up the room. instead of trying 
to understand why she left 
this world at such a young 
age, i take comfort in know-
ing that she lived a full life. 
,¶P�D�EHWWHU�SHUVRQ�IRU�KDY-
ing known such an amazing 
woman. �²&KULVWLQH�*URJDQ�
3K'�/LWHUDWXUH��86)�����  

The Fulbright Association
loses another family mem-
ber, Dr. e.b. smith, a retired 
university of Maryland his-
tory professor, who died of 
congestive heart failure at the 
hospice of the chesapeake in 
harwood on April 30, the day 
before his 93rd birthday. he 
lived at Tracys landing on the 
western shore of the chesa-
peake bay.

elbert benjamin smith was 
born in benham, Ky. he grad-
uated in 1940 from Maryville 
college in Tennessee, and he 
served as a navy communica-
WLRQV�DQG�GHFN�RI¿FHU�GXULQJ�
World War ii. he received a 
PDVWHU¶V�GHJUHH�LQ������DQG�D�

doctoral degree in 1949, both 
in history from the university 
of chicago.

Dr. smith joined the fac-
ulty at Maryland in 1968 and 
became a professor emeritus 
in 1990. he specialized in the 
civil War and had written 
about the pre-civil War pres-
idencies of zachary Taylor, 
Millard Fillmore and William 
buchanan and about the civil 
War-era politician Francis 
Preston blair, a founder of 
silver spring.

Dr. smith was a Fulbright 
professor at universities in 
Japan and russia and was 
an exchange professor at the 
university of beijing. before 

joining the Maryland facul-
ty, Dr. smith also taught at 
Youngstown university, iowa 
state university and the uni-
versity of Wisconsin.

he ran unsuccessfully for 
the u.s. senate as a Democrat 
in iowa in 1962 and 1966. he 
served on the u.s. board of 
Foreign scholarships, which 
administers the Fulbright pro-
gram. he was also a lifetime 
member of the Association 
and was actively involved 
in the national capital Area 
chapter. he also served as the 
vice president and president 
of the Fulbright Association 
board of Directors from 1989-
1991. 6RXUFH�:DVKLQJWRQ�3RVW

in MeMoriAM
REMEMBERING DR. SARAH NAMULONDO

REMEMBERING DR. E.B. SMITH


