CHILLICOTHE'S HEDRICK MEDICAL CENTER
COMES TO FRUITION
by Ike Holland
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Luke’s spent time and money to ensure
the design of the facility met its needs.
The former hospital was designed
for inpatient care as the primary
service; the new design incorporates
the latest designs for outpatient care,
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , scr eening, p rivacy
concerns and specialty services. The
City also spent roughly $150,000 for
improvements to the streets, water
drainage and access points.
Plans are in process for a “Healing
Garden” that will be located in the back
of the hospital. With the backdrop of the
beautiful city golf course, this garden
will provide the beauty and serene
setting for concerned family members
and usage by the patients. This project
should be completed by the end of the
summer of 2015. Local foundations,
citizens and Hedrick are financing and
raising funds for this unique garden.
“This facility is beautiful and state
of the art,” said the Mayor Chuck Haney.
“Further, it was made possible by the
vision of the people of Chillicothe,
and will continue to be innovative and
essential.”
The Mayor continued, “It is by
looking at all possibilities and by
partnering with private organizations,

using creativity and innovation, that
local governments can achieve goals not
thought possible in the past.”
The City Council is proud of the
new facility, and will use this project
as a lesson that local governments
must plan and be part of the catalyst
alongside private enterprise to improve
the quality of lives in communities.
This new hospital will provide jobs,
help create sister businesses, provide
the newest technology and enhance
positive growth in the City as well as

the County. Demographics project a
growing population over the age of
65 and essential medical care will be
part of the equation where this group
of retirees will live. The City wants to
keep and recruit this population, as it
will provide jobs and growth that all
cities require and seek to ensure a bright
future for all.
A smooth transition of patients
and services occurred six months ago
and now the facility has already made
a big impact on the community. The
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number of patients going for services has increased,
the timeliness of emergency services has improved,
and satisfaction of the new facility is very high. When
speaking with the employees of Hedrick, they mention
the ease of use of the new layout; the increased morale
of everyone who enters; and the joy of being in a
modern building adds to the quality of service they
provide.
In the last three years, the City (9,500 pop.) and
the community continue to do amazing projects to
enhance the community’s quality of life. The City
completed a new addition to the fire department,
completed a renovation of the pool creating the
modern Chilli Bay Water Park; and is currently
building a new fire training tower and facility. The
school district added a new football and track stadium,
financed by private donations that can match or
beat many larger school districts. Visitors that come
to visit our downtown murals are amazed at the
accomplishments of this small town.
It is called “Innovation” in Chillicothe.
Ike Holland is the City Administrator for Chillicothe. He has been
in city and county management for 12 years, serving in Colorado
prior to his move to Missouri. He is a Colorado Certified Emergency
Manager and received his Master’s in Public Administration from
the University of Colorado.
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