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New Associate Members
Daffron & Associates, Inc.
Kathy Smith, Marketing Assistant
314.569.9600
www.daffron.com

Current MPUA
Finance Interest Rates
Term (Years)

Rate (All-In Yield)

5

2.99%

10

3.855%

20

4.89%

Rates based on amount financed of $1M. Rates do not
include origination, legal or placement fees. Finance costs may
be paid directly or financed.

Daffron is a provider of comprehensive, enterprisewide utility solutions that deliver uncompromising
value. Our solutions include customer information
system, customer self-service, financial
management, and work management systems.
Daffron provides application and data hosting as
well as information technology services

Eaton’s Cooper Power Systems
Steve Droppelmann, Senior Sales Engineer
314.683.3139
www.eaton.com
Eaton’s Cooper Power Systems supply and offer
maintenance on switchgear, transformers,
regulators, capacitors, URD terminations, cutouts,
arresters, controls, and SCADA.

Source: Greyhawk Commercial Financial as of 10-17-2014.

Kisatchie Treating

Get the financing you
need for your capital
projects or refinancing!

Steve Borris, Sales
870.680.2322
www.kisatchietreating.com
Kisatchie Treating is one of the South’s fastiest
growing producer of poles, pilings and custom
treated timbers

Toth & Associates
Adam Toth, Principal
417.888.0645
www.tothassociates.com

Contact Ewell Lawson at 573-445-3279
for financing from MPUA
2

Toth & Associates is a multi-discipline consulting
engineering firm with our headquarters in
Springfield, Missouri. We are a locally owned firm
offering electrical utility engineering services as
well as land surveying and GIS/mapping services
to multiple clients throughout the Midwest.
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From the President’s Desk

Duncan Kincheloe
dkincheloe@mpua.org

A Fresh Look

A

fresh look has come to Washington.
Apart from individual or partisan results,
let’s hope the new mix reduces gridlock,
so policy is driven by elected officials
rather than the unelected. That would be
new.
A fresh approach to MPUA’s reporting on
news from Washington and elsewhere has
also come. Welcome to the new quarterly
Alliance Advantage! With much to report
and timeliness critical, we recently
launched a separate new, digital Alliance
Advisor to rush news to you on a bi-weekly
basis. This lets us devote the Alliance
Advantage to in-depth, periodic coverage of
major issues important to your utilities’
fundamental service and success. The
Advantage publication schedule gets it you
just ahead of quarterly MPUA board
meetings so that we can also preview
topics you will hear more about at those
meetings.
Among the news being added to this
publication will be recurring columns by

4

Nikki Fuller, Executive Director of the
Southwestern Power Resource
Association, and by Jason Carter, city
attorney and utility director for North
Little Rock. Nikki’s role in hydroelectric
allocations is crucial to many MPUA
members, either directly or through
shared power pool resources. Threatening
proposals in recent years from DOE,
Congress, and local interests around the
Corps lakes behoove us to keep a close
eye on these valuable resources. Jason’s
vantage point in the Little Rock area and
NLR system positions him to keep a
similarly close eye on topics of Arkansas
environmental regulation and legislation
and SPP/MISO activities coming out of
his southerly post. In addition to our
Arkansas members’ interests, 38 Missouri
municipals have a large stake in Arkansas
issues affecting Plum Point generation.
Looking ahead to next month’s MPUA
board meetings—December 11 at
Columbia’s Holiday Inn Executive
Center—there are several reasons to not

overlook this meeting. Election results
will help us sort the outlook on “Congress
versus Administration” and other
Washington sagas, as well as the prospects
of pre-filed statehouse legislation.
Missouri State Energy Director Lewis
Mills will report on the progress of a new
state energy plan.
The MJMEUC
Executive Committee hopes to be able to
recommend a final scope and consultant
for the major electric power resource
study budgeted for next year. With final
EPA’s 111(d) carbon control guidelines
scheduled for June, we hope this study
can be a resource for all electric utilities.
Formal comments on the EPA proposal
are due by December, so we will hear
what they portend for the final rule’s
shape. An update on RTO activity and
electric transmission development work is
also planned.
The Municipal Gas
Commission is expected to meet on an
alternate date in the new year, but the
legislative, environmental and electric
topics guarantee a busy morning on
December 11th. ◄

...from the

Natural Gas Furnace Rule
Challenged

R

ecently, a number of regulatory activities have occurred of
significance to public natural gas systems and other natural gas
consumers relating to the federal natural gas furnace rule.
On October 22, APGA and the American Gas Association
(AGA) wrote to Secretary Moniz at the Department of Energy
(DOE) expressing strong concern with DOE moving forward
on a rule mandating a national condensing standard for natural
gas furnaces. DOE approved a 2011 Direct Final Rule (DFR)
requiring an increase in annual fuel utilization efficiency (AFUE)
from 78% to 90% for natural gas furnaces installed in 30
northern states. The federal minimum efficiency was also
increased from 78% to 80% in southern states. Under the DFR
process, unless DOE received adverse comments believed to
provide a reasonable basis for withdrawing the DFR, the rule
and its new standards would stand. Despite receiving opposing
comments from over 30 stakeholder groups including APGA,
DOE ruled that it did not receive any adverse comments
warranting withdrawal and the rule went into effect. APGA filed
a petition in court opposing the DFR which resulted in the
withdrawal via a mediation settlement.
The furnace rule in the DFR, in an attempt to increase energy
savings, would inadvertently have deterred consumers from
purchasing more efficient direct use natural gas appliances due
to the high upfront costs associated with the only furnace type
(condensing furnaces) that could meet the DFR-established 90%
standard. Consequently, consumers would be incented to buy
electric appliances that are initially cheaper to install, but
ultimately less efficient and therefore more costly in the long
term.
In the letter to Secretary Moniz, APGA and AGA express
concern regarding the potential impact of a national condensing
standard for natural gas furnaces.
The letter further
communicates that such a standard could “prove to be the first
energy efficiency standard issued in DOE history of the
Department that has the real-world impact of increasing our
nation’s overall energy consumption and carbon footprint.” As
a potential solution, the letter urges DOE to establish separate
product classes for non-condensing and condensing furnace
technologies as “this approach would largely eliminate pressure
on consumers to switch from natural gas to electric space and
water heating equipment when condensing natural gas furnace
options are not viable alternatives.”
The letter to Secretary Moniz was accompanied by a white paper
further articulating the benefits of establishing separate product
classes and the precedents for doing so by DOE on a number of
other products.
For questions on APGA’s legislative and regulatory actions,
please contact Dave Schryver at dschryver@apga.org. ◄
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Member Spotlight
The City of Hannibal

F

or the past four years the Hannibal
Board of Public Works (HBPW) has
marked the first week of October with a
weeklong series of events and community
service, including water and wastewater
plant tours, volunteer cleanup projects,
customer appreciation activities, and a
family fun night, engaging their entire
community and highlighting the value of
public utilities in Hannibal.
But in
Hannibal, engaging with the public has
become more than just a weeklong
celebration.
HBPW community involvement has
become a year-round activity which
includes school presentations, Adopt-AHighway cleanups, and active customer
communication through personal
interactions, local media, social media
tools and the web.
The emphasis on community outreach
started back in 2010 when HBPW
management wanted to know what their
customers thought of how they were
doing. So, they commissioned customer
surveys which allowed them to focus
attention on areas of customer concern.
What they found was a need to focus on
the positive influence the citizen-driven
utility has on the local community. The
need culminated in the first Public
Utilities Week (PUW) in Hannibal which
allowed the utility to showcase its
importance to the community.

And the response was overwhelmingly
positive, not only from the community,
but from HBPW employees as well.
“Four years ago, our Customer Service
Representatives were highly stressed
because all of our customer contact was
strictly problem-solving oriented,” said
HBPW General Manager Bob Stevenson.
“It’s hard to stay in a good mood when all
your contact starts negative.”
Today, Stevenson indicates that
Community Outreach activities and
events like PUW have helped change the
dynamic of HPBW’s customer interaction.
“Customer outreach activities give us an
opportunity to experience positive
customer contact and lots of it. It helps
keep negative day-to-day problem solving
customer contacts positive and in
perspective.”
For the community, HBPW’s community
outreach has allowed the community to
see the value of having a home-grown
resource that gives back to the
community.
“I believe that community outreach helps
our customers appreciate the local
influence our utility has,” explains
Stevenson. “Customers see that we are
members of the community just like them,
and having a reliable, well-run utility is
very important to us as well.”

About the Hannibal Board of Public Works
HBPW maintains Hannibal’s approximately 160 miles of electric line,
6 substations, and more than 1,700 streetlights. There are two main substations that feed the City
of Hannibal. The electric utility established service in 1886.
The first sewers in Hannibal were constructed around the turn of the century and consisted of
combined systems carrying both storm and sanitary waste. In 1968, the storm and sanitary waste
system was separated by adding several thousand feet of new sewer lines and constructing lift
stations to carry sewage to the Wastewater Treatment Plant. Presently, the Board of Public Works
maintains approximately 141 miles of sewer mains and the current WWTP was constructed in 1981
and upgraded in 1993. Currently, the processing average per day is 3 million gallons with a
capacity of 6 million gallons per day.
Hannibal's original Water Treatment Plant (Filter Plant) was built in 1879. Major improvements to
the Plant were made in 1924, 1965 and 1995. Upon completion of the improvements in 1995, the
Plant is able to meet current water regulation standards, and the finished water capacity was
increased to 7.5 million gallons per day. The source of water is the Mississippi River.
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Stevenson explains that community
outreach opportunities give HBPW staff
the chance to showcase their many diverse
talents, both work and non-work related.
Last year HBPW employees demolished
and reconstructed a failing porch at a
residential house for PUW, and this year
they did the same for a local school. The
employees like the challenge and the
feeling of helping the community.

“It’s all about
knowing our
business”
Bob Stevenson, HBPW

“To us, it means giving back to the
community. Most days at a utility are
spent doing the same types of utility
maintenance activities,” said Heath Hall,
HBPW Director of Operations. “This
week allows us to do work outside the
normal routine, and its challenging and
fun.”

LOOKING FORWARD
The normal routine in HBPW is
continually focused on upgrades and
improvement.
Currently, many construction upgrades are
underway in the water and sewer
departments. For water, they are in the
final filing stages on a $12 million upgrade
to the water treatment plant and
Distribution System. The upgrades are
about half environmental compliance and
half piping and equipment
upgrades.
These improvements are
designed to keep Hannibal in compliance
with EPA’s recently enhanced disinfection
byproduct rules, and the long term II
(LT2) enhanced surface water treatment
rules.
Within sewer, $6 million of necessary
upgrades to the Wastewater Treatment
Plant (WWTP) and Collection System are
underway. Half of the expenditures have

been to update a 1981 plant by replacing electrical and
mechanical equipment. All the wiring and duct work was
deteriorated beyond use and several roofs needed to be
replaced, along with substation and underground electric lines
for the plant’s main power source. Collection upgrades include
a detailed Inflow and Infiltration (I & I) study and
improvements.
For the electric utility, HBPW is purchasing some mid-span
reclosures to help improve system reliability as a result of a
coordination study that was completed in 2014. Also, routine
pole replacement and capital projects to expand availability and
improve reliability are the regular focus.
“One of our best accomplishments is the reliability of our
electric system,” said Hall. “We consistently produce an
availability rate of 99.9% in a rolling 12 month average. And
for 2 months of this year, we even had a 99.99% availability
rate.”
Hall reports that HBPW has been measuring the statistic for
years, and each year they focus their capital projects in areas to
improve availability and reliability of the system. It’s all part of
their efforts to look forward.
For Hannibal, looking forward also meant working toward
APPA’s Reliable Public Power Provider designation (RP3).
“Originally most of our employees thought the designation was
just another meaningless award that everyone who applied
received it. But, early on in the application process we found
out differently.”
The application process forced
HBPW to look at all the key areas of
the electrical system, and to document
all of them. Now all of these items
are in one place, and updated at least
yearly to keep in compliance with the
RP3 scoring system.
RP3 has played a part in setting Hannibal on a forward-focused
path based upon sound business and recognized industry
leading practices and affirms what Stevenson often encourages
HBPW employees to do in order to better serve their
customers and community.
“It’s all about knowing our business,” says Stevenson. ◄
HBPW has been selected this quarter as a Spotlight Member by the
Alliance Advantage editorial staff because of its dedication to service and
reliability. Last month, at the MPUA Annual Conference HBPW was
recognized with the Buddy Bennett Community Service Award. The award
is given to an Alliance member utility for special achievements or sustained
performance improving the quality of life in its community.
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The Southern Sentry

Jason Carter, North Little Rock
jcarter@nlr.ar.gov

A Shared Challenge:
The Latest Regulatory Weapon

G

reetings from Arkansas!
As a
representative of the City of North Little
Rock, one of the several MPUA members
in Arkansas, I want to use this report to
the Alliance Advantage to introduce the
great cities of Missouri to their southerly
friends. There are over five hundred cities
and towns in Arkansas. Almost all of
them provide water and sewer services,
but municipal electric service is limited to
fifteen providers serving about one out of
every eight Arkansas residents. The rest
of the state receives electric service from
one of the eighteen cooperatives, who
serve about one-third of residents, or one
of the four investor-owned utilities, who
serve a little over half of the population.
Municipal electric providers are loosely
organized as the Arkansas Municipal
Power Association (AMPA).
Municipal electric providers in Arkansas
are organized using a variety of structures
that reflect the distinct desires and
challenges of each community served.
Direct government management,
independent commissions, advisory
boards, nonprofit leaseholds, and
improvement districts can be seen in
various unique structures from one city to
the next. However, regardless of the
structure, the ambition of each municipal
electric provider is the same: to provide
reliable power at an affordable cost in a
manner that is responsive to the desires of
the community.
In many ways, municipal electric providers
in Arkansas operate under the same
conditions as those in Missouri. Both
Arkansas and Missouri exempt municipal
electric providers from regulation by their
respective state public service
commissions.
Also, both states are
geographically divided under the
regulatory authority of the Midcontinent
Independent System Operator (“MISO”)
and Southwest Power Pool (“SPP”). The
primary challenge facing municipalities
from both states today is the same as the
entire nation, the Clean Power Plan.
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The Clean Power Plan is the current
regulatory weapon that the federal
government has deployed against coalpowered electric generators. Arkansas, a
state that is heavily invested in coalpowered generation, has been targeted
with one of the highest carbon dioxide
(CO2) reduction goals in the nation. By
2030, the Clean Power Plan seeks to
reduce CO2 emissions in Arkansas by
44% from levels present in 2012.

First and foremost,
environmental
concerns must
give way to system
reliability.
The state is expected to achieve this
reduction using the four BSER building
blocks described in the Clean Power Plan:
(1) improving the efficiency of coalpowered generators;
(2) dispatching natural gas generators in
place of coal generators;
(3) construction of renewable resources
to displace coal; and
(4) improving the efficiency of energy
that is consumed.
Many believe that the reductions are
physically unachievable in the timeframe
described. Others have suggested that the
reduction is achievable, but only at a
substantial cost to consumers and
substantial risk to the reliability of the
bulk electric system. It is a daunting task.
In response to the Clean Power Plan, the
Arkansas Department of Environmental
Quality (“ADEQ”) and the Arkansas
Public Service Commission (“APSC”)
formed a joint working group with over
twenty stakeholders representing a broad

cross-section of the electric industry and
environmental advocates. While it is
unfortunate that AMPA was not formally
requested to participate in the stakeholder
meeting, the City of North Little Rock
was given a seat at the table and has
sought to protect the interests of public
power.
The testimony before the joint committee
has varied – as predicted - based upon the
interests of participants. Debate has been
lively. But there are a few points that
seem beyond debate.
First and foremost, environmental concerns
must give way to system reliability. MISO
and SPP have expressed concerns that the
objectives of the Clean Power Plan in
Arkansas cannot be achieved without
compromising system reliability standards.
Second, the renewable energy goal for
Arkansas is arbitrary. It was chosen
because Kansas, a state with a similar
name, was placed in the same region as
Arkansas and has a similar renewable
energy goal.
This “cut-and-paste”
standard simply won’t work.
Third, the entire process is being pressed
too fast to produce a reasonable
environmental goal. The EPA has not
performed sufficient studies to
understand the effect of the Clean Power
Plan on cost and reliability. Instead, they
focused on hypothetical cost calculations
to justify the staggering expense that
consumers face from the regulation.
At a recent AMPA meeting, members
expressed valid concerns about every
aspect of the Clean Power Plan. Fifty
position statements were debated to
develop a consolidated municipal
comment for the EPA and state
regulators. As was noted, each member is
free to express their own unique opinion,
but together, our voices are louder and
more persuasive. It is perhaps more

important for communities to cooperate with one
another today than ever before.
On behalf of the municipal electric providers in
Arkansas, I appreciate the professional and
personal relationships we have formed with many
public power leaders in Missouri. It is my distinct
hope that these relationships will continue to
mature – even after the Razorbacks beat the
Tigers in November! ◄
C. Jason Carter has served as the City Attorney of North
Little Rock, Arkansas since 2007. He has performed
additional duties as the Interim General Manager of the North
Little Rock Electric Department since December of 2012. Jason
also serves as a Lieutenant Colonel in the Judge Advocate Corps of
the Arkansas National Guard. With over 25 years of military
experience, his duties have included intelligence operations, homeland
security, and deployment to Iraq during OIF II. He is past president of
the Arkansas City Attorney’s Association and current vice president of
the Arkansas Municipal Power Association. Jason and Rebecca, his wife
of over twenty-one years, have three children: Jacob, Faith, and Sarah; as
well as Smokey the cat and a recently-adopted dog of unknown breed that
has been named Coco Chanel.

Map of
municipallyowned electric
utilities in
Arkansas.
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Regulatory Review

Doug Healy, Healy Law Offices
doug@healylawoffices.com

Arkansas Chairman Honorable Nominated to FERC
Rate Increase Updates for Missouri Investor Owned Utilities

B

oth at the Arkansas Public Service
Commission (APSC) and at the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)
there was big news; Arkansas Chairman
Colette Honorable was nominated to
become a Commissioner at FERC! This
is very good news for both Arkansas and
Missouri municipalities, and we at
MJMEUC, as well as other public power
organizations, support her nomination.

Rate Increase Updates for IOUs
At the Missouri Public Service
Commission (MoPSC), The Empire
District Electric Company (Empire) filed
a request to increase its electric revenues
by approximately $24.3 million. The
average residential customer would see a
monthly increase of approximately $9.87
if the request is granted in full. Empire
stated that the main reason for the rate
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increase was due to upgrades made at its
older generation plants to meet EPA
requirements.
The MoPSC also scheduled the hearing in
Ameren Missouri’s rate increase request to
begin in February 2015. In July, Ameren
Missouri filed a request to increase its
electric rates by approximately $264
million, resulting in an approximate
increase of $10 per month for the average
residential customer. Ameren’s rate
increase is being primarily driven by lower
off system sales as well as increases in fuel
costs and significant upgrades made to
Ameren Missouri’s distribution system.
Kansas City Power & Light (KCP&L) also
filed a rate increase on October 31 in the
amount of $121 million, which is an
approximate $14 per month increase for
the average residential user. This increase
is largely driven by environmental

upgrades being made to one of KCPL’s
coal plants (La Cygne, KS). La Cygne’s
new scrubbers and other environmental
upgrades cost an estimated $1.2 billion.
KCP&L also is seeking recovery of
significant distribution system upgrades to
their system.
The KCP&L-Greater Missouri
Operations Company (KCPL-GMO)
request to increase their their fuel
adjustment charge (FAC) on electric
customer monthly bills was granted by the
MoPSC. The change took effect on
September 1, 2014, and increased rates by
approximately $2.44 a month for the
typical residential customer in the former
Missouri Public Service territory. The
increase was due to a true-up of
previously incurred costs related to fuel
purchases and off system sales.

The MoPSC also approved an Ameren
Missouri request to increase their FAC. A
typical Ameren Missouri residential
customer currently pays a FAC of
approximately $3.63 a month, and the
new FAC will increase the charge to
approximately $5.17 a month. The change
took place on September 24, 2014. The
increase was due to a true-up of
previously incurred costs, as well as the
net of increased fuel costs and off system
sales.

More RTO Developments
As most of you are aware, MJMEUC has
increased both its physical presence and
activity in both MISO and SPP. This is
the result of extra work by MJMEUC
staff, as well as additional coordination
with attorneys and consultants working in
those RTOs. In the past, MPUA mainly
relied on internal staff and MJMEUC’s
FERC Counsel Spiegel & McDiarmid
(Margaret McGoldrick and Cynthia
Bogorad) to help address issues within
RTOs. While Spiegel & McDiarmid
provides excellent representation at
FERC, MJMEUC is now taking a more
active stance by becoming actively
involved within the RTOs.

In the Midcontinent Independent System
Operator (MISO), Terry Jarrett—a former
MoPSC Commissioner and general
counsel to former Gov. Matt Blunt—is
advocating regularly in Carmel, IN on
behalf of MJMEUC and its members
within MISO. Working with MJMEUC
staff (Rebecca Atkins, Eve Lissik, and
John Grotzinger), the MISO Committee
chaired by Tad Johnsen from Columbia,
and with other MJMEUC consultants,
Terry has focused on pushing the merger
of MISO capacity zones between Missouri
and Illinois, as well as tracking operation
issues impacting MJMEUC and its
members. The capacity zone issue is
particularly critical as MISO has continued
to reduce the ability of generators in
Illinois to export capacity to Missouri;
eventually, those who receive capacity
from Prairie State will not have the ability
to count that capacity for reliability
purposes unless the zones are merged, or
MISO decides to change its modeling
practices. Other issues that Terry is
tracking include how Arkansas markets
are being absorbed into MISO, seams
issues between MISO and SPP, and how
transmission upgrades are being
implemented, both in MISO North and
MISO South.

In the Southwest Power Pool (SPP),
Heather Starnes, former manager of
External Affairs and Regulatory Policy for
SPP, has joined the MJMEUC team,
representing MJMEUC as well as City
Utilities in SPP meetings. Heather has
also been working with MJMEUC staff to
get more involved in SPP. Her presence
in Little Rock gives MJMEUC a regular
presence in SPP meetings, and she has
focused both on Order 1000
implementation at SPP, as well as the
Seams Steering Committee and allocation
issues of reliability and cost.
The
MJMEUC SPP Committee is chaired by
Steve Stodden from City Utilities, and the
committee has helped to coordinate
MJMEUC members and voting prior to
SPP Markets and Operations Committee
meetings and SPP Board Meetings. This
increased coordination has helped to
amplify MJMEUC and our members’
voices at SPP, and other members of SPP
have noticed MJMEUC’s increased
participation.
When MJMEUC first started this
commitment to members in RTO
representation, we thought it may take
some time before our voice was heard.
Fortunately, due to the quality of both our
(Continued on page 18)
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Associate Spotlight

A

s the Hometown Connections
partner for AMI (Automated Metering
Infrastructure), Elster is focused on the
needs of public utilities. With a resume
that includes over 100 years in metering
and over 200 million meters installed
around the globe, Elster is not a
newcomer to the utility industry.
Previous known as Westinghouse, ABB,
and American Meter Company, today’s
Elster has a global footprint and a leading
position with public owned utilities in the
USA.
Some of Elster’s innovations over the
years that are focused on public utility
needs include:





First microprocessor based meter in
1979
First interval recording meter in 1981
First solid state meter in 1992
First AMI system in 2003

Elster introduced AMI in 2003 with the
first widely deployed full, 2-way, RF mesh

12

based metering system in North America.
This first deployment was at a large public
power utility and it has been followed by
many more in the last ten years. Today
over 75% of the AMI deployments in
North America use RF mesh
communications. Of all AMI
vendors, Elster holds the
largest market
share in the
public power
market.
As part of the Elster agreement with
Hometown Connections, MPUA
members who are also members of the
American Public Power Association
(APPA) are eligible for a $15,000 credit
towards integration costs and an extra
year’s warranty. In addition, members
receive preferred pricing including rebates
in some cases. This pricing includes water
and gas metering as well.
Elster’s AMI system is designed for public
utilities. The endpoints and
communications are self-registering, self-

Elster

www.elstersolutions.com

healing, and self-optimizing. The take out
points can work with any wide area
network communications including fiber,
cellular, private radio and the network is
designed to scale at a very low cost point.
Elster provides training, telephone
support, and they will perform software
and system upgrades for you.
Elster can also assist with the business
case analysis. Elster can provide you with
a list of questions whose answers will
drive a worksheet based business case
tool. The tool will provide you an estimate
of the payback period and internal rate of
return as well as the list of assumptions
used in the business case.
Elster maintains a full line of meters
including water, electric and gas meters.
Unlike other vendors who commonly use
Zigbee for water and gas meters, Elster’s
native AMI network supports all three –
water, gas and electric meters. Elster can
also work with other brands of meters
within their network. ◄
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Annual Conference
By Ewell Lawson | elawson@mpua.org

W

ith the theme of “Holding the
Winning Hand: Maximizing Economic
Development with Municipal Utilities,” this
year’s annual conference ended with
attendees learning what’s achievable,
connecting with other’s and their successes
and discovering a municipal utility’s
potential. The conference was a marked
success with over 300 city officials and
guests packing the meetings rooms of TanTar-A Resorts over the three-day event
which began on October 8.
Conference delegates, which included municipal leaders,
vendors, and industry experts, reported that the topics and
emphasis on the economy and ratemaking were timely. Many
left affirming that their ability to customize attractive services
and design rates to sustain and even grow economic activity is a
tremendous asset to their communities.
National experts and state government officials from the
American Public Power Association, the Missouri Department
of Natural Resources and a national ratemaking consulting firm,
focused on three important utility-related keynote addresses:




The value of investing in utility infrastructure
Mitigating the environmental challenges of economic
development
Setting rates to benefit economic development

Utility experts led breakout sessions on best
management practices and communication
plans for rate setting, economic
development tools and success stories,
improvements with distributed generation
and LED lighting, and a refresher on the
Sunshine Law. Senator Jeanie Riddle and
Representative Todd Richardson also
participated in a roundtable discussion on
utility issues in the Missouri legislature.
The conference also gave MPUA member cities the opportunity
to recognize and applaud individuals and cities for their
excellence in leadership, management, and utility successes
during the Alliance Awards luncheon.
A special thank you goes out to our sponsors (see page
16). Without their help, your conference wouldn‘t have
been the success that it was!
The MPUA Annual Conference is a bargain for identifying new
challenges, finding new perspectives on old issues, and
exploring new solutions. And it’s just a little less than 365 days
until the next annual conference. It’s time now to reserve
September 16-18, 2015 on your calendar for next year’s event at
the Hilton Branson Convention Center and Hotel located in
downtown Branson on the Landing.
If you have a topic you would like us to explore at next year’s
conference, share it —your input is valuable to us. Email
training@mpua.org with ideas and topics for next year’s
conference and for other training workshop ideas.◄

Top Center: Sarah Pauley delivers keynote on MODNR’s Community
Services Initiative.
Above: Rep. (now Senator) Jeanie Riddle & Representative Todd Richardson respond to questions at the legislative roundtable.
Right: Conference attendees enjoyed visiting with vendors in the exhibit hall.
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Municipals Lead in Solar Expansion:
Macon Hosts Newest Site
By Ewell Lawson | elawson@mpua.org

A

fter several months of planning,
design and securing all necessary
resources, MPUA and the City of Macon,
led by site developer MC Power
Companies, recently broke ground on
MJMEUC’s second solar farm that will
serve the thirty-five cities of the Missouri
Public Energy Pool, otherwise known as
MoPEP. Full operation of the solar farm
is anticipated before the end of 2014.
Macon is the second of a series of solar
developments that MPUA’s Missouri
Joint Municipal Electric Utility
Commission (MJMEUC) has undertaken
in order to serve the needs of the MoPEP
municipal power supply group. This
latest development makes the municipal
utility sector the single largest suppliers of
solar energy in Missouri.
“Solar development can supplement a
power portfolio as a solid source of
intermittent power that is environmentally
responsible,” said John Grotzinger, Chief
Operating Officer of MJMEUC. “As
citizen-driven utilities, these projects allow
municipal utilities to be responsive to our
customer-owners, while still keeping
reliability and affordability at the forefront
of power planning.”
MJMEUC, City Utilities of Springfield,
and the Columbia Water and Light
currently operate over 11 megawatts of
solar power facilities in the state, equaling
the consumption of over 1700 average
Missouri homes.
Further, Columbia
Water and Light, the City of Trenton, and
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the City of Nixa have all announced or
discussed plans for future municipal solar
expansion.
These named future
expansions could as much as double the
municipal solar footprint in the state, with
MJMEUC currently in the process of
pursuing up to two additional projects at
member city sites in Missouri. No other
utility group in the electric utility industry
is growing Missouri’s solar production
more than the municipal utility sector.
At slightly over 3 megawatts and installed
on 13.7 acres, the Macon Solar Farm will
be among the largest solar power plants in
the state, and the second such project for
MoPEP after Butler, Missouri completed
a similar project in March 2014. Like most
municipal utilities in Missouri, Macon has
long owned its electric utility and is a
member of the Missouri Public Utility
Alliance (MPUA).
MPUA, MJMEUC, MoPEP, Macon
Municipal Utilities, MC Power
Companies, and Macon County
Economic Development Authority have
worked through thousands of complex
details to bring this impressive renewable
energy production facility to north central
Missouri. Over 10,000 solar panels and
state-of-the-art components will convert
solar energy to match the current voltage
on the Macon power grid, and the citizens
of Macon and other MoPEP cities will
enjoy predictable power production costs
and low maintenance costs for at least 25
years. The estimated production from this
solar farm will equal the consumption of

approximately 375 average sized homes
for a year. Over a period of 25 years,
carbon emission reduction is 118,080 tons
of CO2, which is equivalent to planting
2,751,264 trees.
“MC Power Companies would like to
thank all of the communities of MoPEP
for being great advocates for these
projects,” said Tony Ross, CEO. With a
multi-city agreement in place after the
completion of Butler, Macon was ready
for the next project.

No other utility group
in the electric utility
industry is growing
Missouri’s solar
production more
than the municipal
utility sector.
All members of this public-private
partnership have collaborated to bring this
innovative project to Macon, Missouri.
The project will provide predictable
energy generation, increased community
development and help the environment
through clean energy production.
“This is a project that brings a community
together” said Loren Williamson, Sr. Vice
President of Project Development for MC
Power Companies. “All the hard work
from MJMEUC, Macon Municipal

Utilities, Macon County EDC, Macon County Commissioners, and
the City of Macon were instrumental in getting this project to
where it is today.”
As a homegrown, locally-run utility, Macon Municipal Utilities is no
stranger to innovative, environmentally-friendly power supply
development. In 2003, Macon partnered with Poet Biorefining to
develop a Combined Heat and Power (CHP) partnership with the
local ethanol plant. The power facility and partnership was
subsequently nationally recognized by the EPA in 2007 with an
ENERGY STAR Award, along with a duplicate MJMEUC-Poet
CHP partnership and project in Laddonia, Missouri.
Macon, Missouri is located 60 miles north of Columbia, Missouri
on US Highway 63. As described on the City’s website, “Macon
decided a long time ago to build for the future and city leaders have
adopted a progressive attitude toward business and growth. Macon
people work together in a team approach to development with
active participation from both the public and private sectors. A
spirit of cooperation is evident throughout the community.” ◄

Officials from the City of Macon, MJMEUC COO John Grotzinger,
Macon County Economic Development Authority and MC Power
broke ground on a 3 MW solar farm in Macon, Missouri.
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2014 Annual Conference Sponsors

Thank you to all our 2014 Annual
Conference Sponsors!
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MPUA MUTUAL AID
E

Is Your City Prepared
for Winter Outages?

arly 2014-15 winter forecasts
indicate that the Missouri-Arkansas
region will experience “well-below
average temperatures with above-average
snowfall/ice. This region will be in the
path of some of the Arctic blasts that will
likely dive pretty far south this winter.”

MPUA’s program also overcomes federal
requirements that can allow FEMA to
deny reimbursement for disaster costs.
Without a signed mutual aid agreement,
FEMA has the right not to pay for the
first eight hours of work. The MPUA’s
mutual aid agreements overcome this
hurdle.

As experienced utilities in Middle
America, this forecast sounds ominous
and bodes caution. You all have heard
headlines like these before:

Program Expansion beyond Missouri

Heartland struggles to restore power after snow,
ice storm
Ice storms cause power outages in Arkansas
Heavy snow causes outages across Northern
Missouri
Many of these headlines described
instances where mutual aid was what
made the difference between days rather
than weeks in outage restoration. In many
areas, surrounding non-municipal utilities
weren’t so lucky as to have a mutual aid
program operational to turn the lights
back on.
Don’t let luck play a role when disaster
hits. If you haven’t already done so, sign
up for MPUA’s Mutual Aid Program.

Simply Sign Up
For many years, the MPUA Mutual Aid
Program has helped member utilities face
the risks of storm damage and other
unpredictable emergency needs. The
program is geared for all relevant types of
municipal utilities - electric, gas and water.
In order to participate, an MPUA
member utility simply needs to have its
governing board adopt an ordinance
indicating its intention to participate and
to submit certain necessary system
information. The MPUA Mutual Aid
Committee will then act to accept the
utility as a participant in the program.
Cities may continue to participate in other
mutual aid arrangements so that they may
maintain previously formed relationships.

Upon with the recommendation of the
Mutual Aid Committee, MPUA’s Board
of Directors recently made efforts to
incorporate all of its membership,
specifically the Advisory and Associate
member utilities in Arkansas and Illinois,
and expand the MPUA mutual aid
network to these members if they choose.
This will streamline efforts to send
responding crews to disasters across state
lines.
Staff is currently working to
formalize the new agreements.
“We have been helping each other for
years,” said Mike Conyers, MPUA’s
mutual aid coordinator and Director of
Lineworker Safety and Training. “This
just makes it official. Now we can utilize
the collective strength of our entire
MPUA footprint to help each other.”
Another added feature of the mutual aid
program will utilize the new 24/7 services
of MPUA’s energy scheduling team,
creating an emergency call center. This
will provide a constant contact to initiate a
disaster deployment.
“With staff in our offices around the
clock,” explains Conyers “after hours
backup will be available when a city in
need calls.”

A new Federal playbook
The need for swift and thorough response
that municipal utilities provide regionally
through the MPUA Mutual Aid Program
during winter storms and natural disaster
events is no different than need during
much larger disaster events. That’s why
MPUA’s program is integrated into the
national American Public Power

Association’s (APPA) federal multifaceted
mutual aid program.
“The APPA network is important because
it links the MPUA program with those of
other mutual aid networks across the
country,” said Conyers. “It also plugs us
into DOE, FEMA, and Homeland
Security when those agencies need
information from us.”
This national link is important to the
MPUA Mutual Aid Program because it
allows regional disaster coordination work
to continue without pulling resources to
respond to federal agencies as well as
opens opportunities for the coordination
of additional resources from other regions
of the country.
As a response to a number of widespread
regional disasters, APPA recently
undertook an effort to underscore the
importance of developing a more
effectively organized response, particularly
for large-scale disasters where aid is
requested from multiple regions of the
country while sustaining and supporting
mutual aid networks at the local, state, and
regional levels.
The culmination of this effort has been
recently released in APPA’s Mutual Aid
Playbook, the result of a year of intense
work. The playbook effectively
incorporates the experience and wisdom
of thousands of individuals that have been
involved in disaster management over the
years. It went through final edits in the
summer of 2014 and was rolled out in
September. It provides an organizing
structure for disaster coordination.
As a member of APPA’s Mutual Aid
Working Group (MAWG) that developed
the playbook, Conyers was particularly
focused on the relationship between the
national program and its influence on
MPUA’s regional network.
“I wanted to make sure that we protected
the systems that have worked well and are
already in place,” said Conyers.
(Continued on page 26)
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(Regulatory review...continued from page 11)

staff and RTO representation, we have been able to
contribute and influence both RTOs for the benefit of our
members in Missouri and Arkansas. Weexpect this value will
continue to grow;
as most of you know, RTOs continue to grow in importance
relative to the cost of electricity, and this increased
representation is designed to ensure that our membership
does not always bear the costs and risks of decisions made by
other RTO members.
In other transmission news, FERC issued an Order 1000
clarification promoting public power’s role in transmission
planning and development. In the western interconnect, some
public power entities owned substantial transmission assets,
but did not belong to regional transmission operators (RTOs)
or other recognized FERC Order 1000 transmission planning
entities, and were not being included in the planning process.
While we are still reviewing the ruling, it seems that the order
will not only allow those public power entities to participate in
the process, but allow certain exemptions of regionally
allocated costs from the processes.
This ruling could impact transmission owners in the eastern
interconnect that do not belong to an RTO. The issue of how
costs are allocated, even between RTOs, is continuing to be
both debated and litigated, and this order indicates that FERC
is still refining its policy on the issue.◄
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Post Election: The Future of Environmental Regulations
By Floyd Gilzow | fgilzow@mpua.org
The switch in U.S. Senate leadership as a
result of the November elections has a
number of people questioning how the
Administration’s environmental regulatory
plan might be altered in the coming
months.
Republicans have returned to majority
party status in Washington giving them
the chairs of both the Senate Energy and
Natural Resources Committee (ENR) and
the Senate Environment and Public
Works (EPW) Committee.
Alaska
Senator Lisa Murkowski is likely to take
the reins at ENR and Oklahoma Senator
Jim Inhofe will probably return as Chair
of EPW. Both Senators have been vocal
opponents of recent new draft regulations
from the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
However decisions by Arkansas and
Illinois voters to replace Democrat
Governors with Republicans in 2015 are
likely to make a significant impact on how
both states will address implementation of

the 111(d) rule on CO2 emissions, since
the final details are being left up to
individual states. The early indication had
been that the two states where MJMEUC
projects are located would not be pushing
back against the EPA guidelines.
Arkansas Governor-Elect Asa Hutchinson
served in President Bush’s Cabinet and
Illinois Governor-Elect Bruce Rauner has
strong ties to the Illinois business
community as a former owner of a private
equity firm.
Both Governers will be signaling their
environmental concerns and approaches
in the next few weeks as they recruit and
announce the directors and key staff
members that will lead their
environmental agencies.
Meanwhile, gains by the majority party in
the U.S. Senate -- while significant -- still
does not provide the 60-vote
supermajority needed to force the
legislation necessary to delay EPA

regulations. These regulations cover such
topics as an expanded definition of
Waters of the United States, lowered
ozone limits under the National Ambient
Air Quality Standards, or restrictions on
carbon dioxide emissions under section
111(d) of the Clean Air Act.
If
attempted, they will still need to recruit
enough Democrat votes to block a
filibuster attempt.
Pundits already expect legislation to be
filed in the upcoming Senate blocking
various EPA rules. And while there will
be Senate committee hearings and votes,
(Continued on page 25)
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Political Gap Widens in
Missouri Statehouse
By Ewell Lawson | elawson@mpua.org

T

he midterm elections are now over. In Missouri, while there
was no big change in the party leadership of the House or Senate,
subtle management changes did occur. On December 1, pre-filing
begins for 2015 bills. Thirty-eight days later (January 7), the session
begins. So, it’s time to reset and refocus in anticipation of a new
assembly of lawmakers in the Missouri statehouse.
With the midterm elections, and Representative Linda Black’s party
switch, Republicans have widened the partisan gap in the House to
118-45. This gives the GOP the most seats it has ever held based on
records dating back to the 1890s.
Republicans gained 7 seats in the House by defeating 5 incumbents
and filling 2 open seats. Two of these incumbents, Reps. John
Mayfield (Independence) and John Wright (Columbia), represented
cities with a municipal utility. The expanded majority makes it easier
for House leaders to corral the 109 votes needed to override vetoes
by Governor Jay Nixon.
With House Speaker Tim Jones (R-Eureka) term-limited,
Republicans picked former Majority Floor Leader John Diehl (RTown and Country) as Speaker-Elect and Todd Richardson (RPoplar Bluff) as the new Majority Floor Leader (2014 MPUA Public
Service Awardee). Democrats have decided to continue with
Minority Leader Jack Hummel (D-St. Louis).
The Senate will again be led by President Pro Tem Tom Dempsey
(R-St. Charles) and Senate Majority Leader Ron Richard (R-Joplin).
The Republicans gained one seat to reach a 25-9 majority, two votes
above a veto-proof majority. New faces in the Senate include Reps.
Jeanie Riddle, a Mokane Republican (2014 MPUA Public Service
Awardee), Dave Schatz (R-Sullivan), Bob Onder (R-Lake St. Louis),
Dan Hegeman (R-Cosby), Paul Wieland (R-Imperial), and Jill
Schupp (D- Creve Coeur).
For municipal utilities, the MPUA legislative team has identified
following legislative topics to watch for:







Relocation costs of utility infrastructure in public rights-of-way;
Protecting municipal-owned fiber for development as
secondary broadband utilities;
Changes in net metering and state renewable energy mandates;
Water and sewer district territorial boundaries;
Water utility connection costs to consumers; and
State response to Federal 111d Rule on GHG.

As always, you can keep in touch with Jefferson City happenings by
attending or listening in to MPUA’s Legislative Committee
meetings, reading the Alliance Inside legislative bulletin, or watching
for news items in the Alliance Advisor e-newsletter. To subscribe to
the bulletin or e-newsletter, email publications@mpua.org. The
next meeting of the Legislative Committee is December 9 by
conference call. Contact MPUA’s Government Relations Manager
Ewell Lawson (elawson@mpua.org) for more information.◄
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Hydropower Watch

Nicki Fuller, SPRA
nfuller@sprahydro.com

Proposed ‘Taking’ Costs Ratepayers $300-500 Million

S

ince 1957, public power systems and
rural electric cooperatives in Arkansas,
Missouri, Kansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma
and Texas have been joined together as
members of the Southwestern Power
Resources Association (SPRA). What
began as the Committee on Power for the
Southwest, SPRA continues as a
voluntary, not-for-profit organization of
consumer-owned electric systems located
in the southwest region. These systems
are customers of the Southwestern Power
Administration (SWPA), headquartered in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, which markets
hydroelectric power generated at 24 multipurpose Army Corps of Engineers water
projects in this region. SWPA also
operates 1,380 miles of high‐voltage
transmission line, 25 substations, 46
communication sites, and markets 2,052.5
MW of capacity with an estimated annual
energy of 5,570,000 MWh.
For almost 60 years, SPRA has fiercely
protected the rights and interests of
federal hydropower customers to
Congress, Presidential Administrations,
federal and state agencies including the
Department of Energy, the Army Corps
of Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service, and state fish and game agencies.
SPRA works in collaboration with SWPA
and state and national trade associations
such as the American Public Power
Association (APPA), MPUA’s Missouri
Joint Municipal Electric Utility
Commission (MPUA-MJMEUC), and
many others.
Federal hydropower is a cost-effective,
environmentally friendly power source for
nearly 2,628,966 Missourians and
1,138,549 Arkansans. More than 40% of
citizens in both Missouri and Arkansas
are able to take advantage of this clean
energy. However, there have been many
attacks on this precious resource.
A historic drought has impacted Lake
Texoma over the past 5 years. Even
though SWPA and SPRA members have
taken drastic steps to voluntarily limit
generation-hydropower at an enormous
expense to those members, recreation
users and others see low lake levels as a
generation issue rather than caused by
drought. In response to these misguided
concerns, H.R. 5604 was introduced in
the U.S. House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee.

H.R. 5604 is a current risk to federal
hydropower which could drastically
impact operations at Denison Dam at
Lake Texoma. The proposed legislation
would reduce the current power pool at
Lake Texoma by 85.5% to allocate more
of the lake for recreational and other uses,
thus reducing the portion of the
conservation pool available for the
hydropower purposes.
The proposed change of pool from
elevations 590-617 to 614-619 reduces the
total power pool storage by 1,099,405
acre-feet. Based on recent reallocations at
Lake Texoma, the current cost estimates
of this taking is estimated to be between
$300 and $500 million. This legislation
could also potentially cause a rate increase
to all SWPA customers of at least 3.5%.
Please join me in encouraging your
Congressman to vote no on H.R. 5604.
With rising power prices due to carbonreduction mandates and additional
regulations, it is imperative that electric
customers send a message that they will
are done subsidizing Congressional
whims through their pocketbooks. ◄

Nicki Fuller is the newly appointed Executive Director of Southwestern Power Resources Association. Nicki comes from Southwestern Power Administration,
where she served as a Public Utilities Specialist and Attorney Advisor. She has also worked in Southwestern’s Power Marking Liaison Office located in
Washington D.C., serving as the Deputy Assistant Administrator for both Southwestern and Southeastern Power Administrations. In these roles, she has been
involved in a wide variety of matters including regulatory, marketing and policy issues, as well as extensive work with Southwestern’s customers. Nicki is a native
of Marshfield, Missouri, where her family still resides. She graduated from Missouri State University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Political Science, as
well as the University Of Tulsa College Of Law with her Juris Doctorate. While at TU, she served as a member of the Energy Law Journal. Nicki and her
husband John reside in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Nicki will be a regular contributor to the Alliance Advantage.
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Employment Opportunities
City of Nixa - Electrical Lineworker
Performs a variety of journey level line worker activities,
including installing high voltage connectors, switches, lightning
arrestors, street lights, poles, and transformers; replaces broken
insulators, splices broken lines, constructs and wires substations,
pulls lines, and tests high voltage circuits/systems; operates aerial
bucket truck and other machinery and climbs electric poles to
reach locations necessary to perform needed installations,
maintenance, or repair work; sets barricades, signs, and flashers
as needed.
Possess a High School diploma or G.E.D. Possess valid State of
Missouri certification for journey level electrical work or level of
experience equivalent. Possess valid State of Missouri CDL-B
driver’s license at a level appropriate to the equipment operated.
The City of Nixa provides a generous benefit package including
medical, dental, life insurance, vision, retirement and paid
leave. Starting Salary: $25.00 per hour. Open until filled.
If you are interested in applying, please visit www.nixa.com or
come by the City of Nixa Human Resources office, located at
715 W. Mt. Vernon St., to fill out an application. Ca;; 417-7245626 for more information.
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(Election...continued from page 19)

don’t expect to see successful final votes on House passed
legislation. The Senate’s ability to establish hurdles for EPA rules
may rest in part on the Senate leadership’s willingness to abandon a
long-held chamber tradition of refusing to add so-called ‘issue
riders’ to the nation’s 13 budget bills funding the federal
government. The House has routinely added provisions to their
version of the budget directing agencies to spend specific amounts
of money on certain projects, or refusing to allow an agency to
spend money to implement an individual regulation. Just as
routinely, whether the Senate was led by Republicans or
Democrats, the riders were stripped out when they arrived at the
upper legislative body.
Expect to see both the ENR and EPW committees hold oversight
hearings early in 2015 on the Administration’s three major
environmental rules in an effort to increase pressure on the EPA to
make changes, to adopt longer implementation schedules, or to
take the rules “back to the drawing board” for further
reconsideration.
The day after the election, the President said he looked forward to
working with Republicans in both the House and Senate to achieve
a goal of doing “the country’s business.” However when pressed
by reporters, the President said he saw no reason to change his
agenda, but did express hope that there would be some overlap in
his ideas and those of Congressional leaders. He also pledged that
where Congress would not act, he would use the full extent of
Executive powers to achieve his goals. He was silent on what
changes he would be willing to consider on his climate change
agenda.◄
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(Mutual Aid….continued from page 17)

“The national playbook spells out that the MAWG is only called
into play when a situation is beyond a local network’s resources.
It complements them and sets a plan in place for how local and
regional networks will interact.”
The playbook acts as a preliminary guide for what to do during a
disaster, whether a utility is responding to a mutual aid request or
requesting mutual aid itself. It organizes all of the diverse mutual
aid networks in the country into geographic regions aligned with
the 10 FEMA regions, lists them all out, and identifies the
regional coordinator responsible for carrying information up the
chain.
The MPUA Mutual Aid Committee welcomes participation from each
active program community. Meetings occur at least twice a year, or as
needed. Please contact Mike Conyers (mconyers@mpua.org) or Cathy Susa
(csusa@mpua.org) to add a representative from your utility.
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DNR Water Resources Scrutinized at Joint State Meeting
By Phil Walsack | pwalsack@mpua.org

O

n October 1, 2014, the State of
Missouri held a Joint Meeting with the
following entities: Safe Drinking Water
Commission; Clean Water Commission;
Well Installation Board; and Soil & Water
Districts Commission (hereafter referred
to as the Commissions). Department
Director Sara Pauley prefaced the meeting
with the key question; “In terms of water
resources management, is the Department
heading in the right direction?”
The purpose of the Joint Commission
Meeting was to develop a joint
understanding of each entity’s role in
protecting, managing, and administering
the State’s water resources.
Seven
presentations were made by Department
staff to the Commissions. Individual
strategic goals of the Commission
attendees included the following:
●

Chairman Parnell (Clean Water
Commission) sought to develop a
vision that:

 encompassed the State’s Water
Quality Standards (wastewater
emphasis);

 gained a better understanding of its
regulated agencies; and

 created a strategic vision for clean
water in Missouri.

●

Chairwoman Grove (Safe Drinking
Water Commission) believed that
their Commission needed to gain a
better understanding of what
Department efforts were underway
that related to water issues.

●

●

Chairman Vandiver (Soil & Water
Districts Commission) believed that
charting the Commissions’ future
direction was important.

 Create and coordinate

Finally, Chairman Flynn (Well
Installation Board) stated that the
Joint Meeting was an opportunity to
learn about the impact that drilled
wells (and thereby, groundwater
protection measures) had on the
other Commissions.

 Further brainstorm on how to

Director Pauley and Department senior
staff used this venue to highlight the Our
Missouri Waters approach to watershed
management and planning.
Director
Pauley stated that Missouri had an
opportunity to create a common language
about water resources. The Commissions
prepared a list of outcomes for
consideration, including:

communication opportunities to
share information / studies / plans
between Commissions.
foster participation at the grassroots
level and among underserved
communities / constituents.

 Consider the possible consolidation

of the State’s multiple Commissions
and Boards (looking at particular
overlaps in responsibilities).

In summary, Director Pauley believes that
when the Commissions envision a Statewide water resources platform, the Our
Missouri Waters approach can create better
governance of Missouri’s water resources,
and thereby, lead to better government.◄

 Create a pathway to communicate
between the various Boards and
Commissions to discuss emerging
issues (Commissioner Ashley
McCarty volunteered for this role
from the Clean Water Commission).

 Create communication
opportunities to share with the
public what the Department does
and what resources the agency has
available.

 Establish a sub-committee to
recommend the preparation of a
State Water Resources Strategic Plan
by the end of the first quarter of
2015.

Philip Walsack is the Manager
of Environmental Services for
the Missouri Public Utility
Alliance (MPUA). In this
position Mr. Walsack is
responsible for advocating for the
needs of municipal utilities
regarding water and wastewater resources. He has
25 years of experience in environmental issues.
His areas of technical specialization include:
potable water treatment & distribution;
wastewater treatment & collection; stormwater
collection; hazardous waste remediation; and
geohydrology. Mr. Walsack has been an active
member of professional and trade organizations
for the past two decades. Philip is now an active
member of Missouri Water Environment
Association (MWEA).
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