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MPUA CALENDAR

MPUA Board of
Directors Meetings

12/05 | 10:00 am
Member Services Mtg.
MPUA Office
12/05 | 1:00 pm
JOC & Executive Committee Mtg
MPUA Office

December 6 beginning at 9:00 am
Hilton Garden Inn Conference Center
3300 Vandiver Dr. Columbia MO 65202

12/06 | 9:00 am
MPUA Board of Directors Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn Conference Center
12/11 | 10:00 am
Legislative Committee Meeting
Conference Call

•

TRAINING

•

11/29 | 10:00 am
Mo. Public Water Council
Roundtable & Workshop,
Carthage MO (627 W Centennial)
12/14
2018 Apprentice Registration Deadline

Dec 5th Meetings

Dec 6th Meetings

MPUA Office

Hilton Garden Inn
Conference Center

Member Services
Committee - OPEN
TO ALL MEMBERS
JOC & Executive
Committees

•

MAMU, MJMEUC,
MMMPEP, MoPEP

Contact MPUA at 573-445-3279
with any questions.
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Winter Forecast: High pressure
elections freeze familiar politics?

I

hope there aren’t ballots still being counted somewhere and
we can call election season truly over. Nationally, results were
much as expected. Democrats seized a majority in the House.
Republicans retained the Senate, even slightly strengthening their
hand there. In Missouri, Senator McCaskill’s loss of her U.S.
Senate seat means we have a new Senator and a new, not-yetidentified successor to state Treasurer Eric Schmitt as he replaces
senator-elect Josh Hawley in the Attorney General’s office. Other
titles will be scrambled as legislative chambers organize leadership
and committees.
Despite all the new labels though, it
is tempting to think that, as things
change, not much really changes.
Partisan struggles are uninterrupted.
Many combatants saw this year’s
contests as mere warm-ups for 2020.
They viewed state elections as
significant primarily for potential
impact on future political operations
and the drawing of new district lines.

So we should, for instance, make sure that factual considerations
are up to date and our own alignment with public consumer
interests is heard above the furor
of debate. Continuing with the
carbon/climate topic as an
example, debates from 2009-10
should be updated to recognize
that America is no longer the
world’s largest national emitter
and utilities are no longer
America’s largest CO2-emitting
sector. Electric power emissions
of CO2 by the end of 2017 were
28% below levels of 2005. It is
now even more clear that
electrification of transportation
and other industries is one of the
most promising strategies for
emission reduction. Additionally,
the role and impact of consumerowned utilities should be more
carefully distinguished from merchant and shareholder interests
in considering financial burdens of any transition.

“Unlike storied generals, old
legislative issues not only
never die but rarely fade away,
… next year we can again
‘look forward to’ state debates
on energy mandates, eminent
domain, net metering, vital
appropriations and all
sorts of familiar tugs of war
over rates and rights.”

Like electoral struggles, many
legislative battles will have a familiar
ring. Unlike storied generals, old
legislative issues not only never die
but rarely fade away, -- almost
cryogenically preserved it seems.
Next year we can again “look
forward to” state debates on energy mandates, eminent domain,
net metering, vital appropriations and all sorts of familiar tugs of
war over rates and rights. Likewise at the federal level, we will see
a return of habitual debates, heightened by the Democrat House
majority reviving climate and carbon topics last seriously debated
in Congress more than eight years ago. The direction of the House
discussion will be crucial in shaping proposals likely to have
traction if the White House and Senate change hands two years
from now.
As with the carbon debate, the familiarity of these issues does not
mean they require less than our fullest attention. It means instead,
on a wide range of topics, that we and our colleagues may need to
bring some freshness to patterns that return season after season. I
hope our legislative work this year, both state and federal, can
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introduce some new angles to battles fought from opposing
trenches. Unless we develop some new win-win solutions (which
admittedly always entails “gives” as well as “takes”) we are likely
to remain stuck as the little guys catching more than our share of
withering crossfire from bigger guns. This seems to be our fate,
for example, when legislative gridlock leaves us to the mercy of
regulatory “solutions.”

In other debates and topics as well, the onus is on us to bring
fresh perspectives on pertinent facts to help policymakers take a
second or third look when necessary to find solutions truly
reflecting the public interest. Our opportunities are directly ahead
of us. Elections are over, and the starting guns are primed and
ready in Jefferson City and Washington. The MPUA Legislative
Committee renewing its invitation to every member to participate
in monthly its meetings, by phone or in person, and work closely
with our legislators in the state and national Capitols. On
February 25-27 we will again make our special MPUA visit to the
U.S. Congress. Make plans to participate if you can. We have
never had anyone regret it! ◄

End of Year and 2019 Calendar
Please go ahead & save these important
dates on your office calendars!
BOARDS OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS

Members Services Committee meetings are held the day before each Board of
Directors meeting. The Member Service Committee is open to all members,
meeting at 10 a.m. at the MPUA office (for board meetings held in Columbia.

2018 & 2019 BOARD MEETINGS
•

Dec. 6 2018: Final 2018 meeting:
Hilton Garden Inn, Columbia
(APPA Cybersecurity Exec./Mgmt Training afterward at 1 p.m.)

•
•
•
•

March 7, 2019 - Drury Plaza Hotel, Columbia
June 6, Drury Plaza Hotel, Columbia
Sept. 27, Hilton Branson Convention Center, Branson) (at
Annual Conference)
Dec. 5, (2019) Drury Plaza Hotel, Columbia

2019 MPUA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
•

Sept. 25-27, Hilton Branson Convention Ctr,
Branson, MO

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION MEETINGS
AND CONFERENCES
•
•
•
•
•
•

Feb. 5-8: NACWA Clean Water & Safe Drinking Water
Acts Conference, Albuquerque, NM.
Feb. 25-27: APPA Legislative Rally, Washington, DC
Mar. 29-30: APPA Rodeo, Colorado Springs, CO
Mar. 31: April 3: APPA E&O Conference, Colorado
Springs, CO
June 7-12: APPA National Conference, Austin TX
Sept. 21-25: WEFTEC Conference, Chicago, IL

NATIONAL PROMOTIONAL WEEKS
•
•
•
•

May 5-11: Safe Drinking Water Week
May 19-25: National Public Works Week
Oct. 6-12: Public Power Week
Oct. 6-12: Public Natural Gas Week

MISSOURI PUBLIC GAS COMMISSION (MPGC)
Meetings are at MPUA office in Columbia

•

Meetings: Jan. 23 / Apr. 24 / July 24 / Oct. 23

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Open to all members, the Committee meets monthly during the state legislative
session to advise staff and stay up-to-date on utility issues in the State Capitol.
Each meeting is available as a conference call. For those who can attend in
Jefferson City, they are held in the Governor Office Building (GOB room #
indicated below)

2018 & 2019 Dates
• Dec. 11, 2018 (Conference call only)
• Jan. 8, 10 a.m., GOB 316
• Feb. 12, 10 a.m., GOB 316
• Mar. 12, 10 a.m., GOB 460
• Apr. 9, 10 a.m., GOB 316
• May 7, 10 a.m., GOB 316
• Dec. 10, 10 a.m., (Conference call only)

MPUA and other TRAINING EVENTS
•
•
•
•
•

Jan. 17: MPUA Pretreatment Workshop, Columbia
March 13-14: SPRING TECH
Apr. 2-3: Advancing Renewables in the Midwest
Conference, Columbia
March 31-Apr. 3: MWEA/AWWA Joint Annual
Meeting, Tan Tar-A, Lake Ozark
Sept. 8-11: MML Conference, St. Charles, MO
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Hannibal

Member Spotlight

Board of Public Works

M

ention “Hannibal Missouri” to anyone who’s not from
there, and chances are mighty good that their first thought
will be related to the city’s most famous son — Mark Twain.
Settled in 1819 and incorporated in 1845, Hannibal in Samuel L.
Clemens’ 19th century heyday was already an ideal location and
scenic spot on the superhighway of its time, the Mississippi River.
Historic downtown Hannibal offers an attractive and vibrant mix
of shopping, dining, entertainment, festivals, and authentic history.
And for today’s industry, and commerce, the City of Hannibal is
even more ideally located than ever, at the crossroads of the
Chicago-Kansas City Expressway and Avenue of the Saints. With
its 4-lane highway system carrying a combined 4,000 vehicles
through the community daily, Hannibal links together areas like
Kansas City, St. Louis, Chicago, and Minneapolis.
A LEGACY OF SERVICE
Hannibal was an innovator in the generation and distribution of
electricity, constructing a coal-fired power plant in 1886; only four
years after Thomas Edison opened the first power plant in the
nation at Pearl Street Station in Manhattan. Hannibal’s Power
Plant continued to serve until the Flood of 1973, after which all
power was procured under a series of “full requirements”
contracts. In June 2017, the Hannibal Board of Public Works,
Hannibal’s provider for electric, water, sewer, and stormwater
services, began purchasing its energy needs with a self-managed

HBPW lead lineman Mark Salter
repairs a 3-phase power line
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Guest Spotlight by Kari Goodman,
HBPW Public Relations Coordinator

power supply portfolio, which has saved the utility around $2
million dollars in its first year of implementation.
Established in 1903, the Hannibal Board of Public Works has
grown substantially throughout the years and now includes the
management of the electric distribution system, water treatment
plant, water distribution facilities, wastewater treatment plant,
sewer collection system, underground stormwater drainage
system, and the maintenance of Bear Creek Dam. Striving for
consistency and dedication, the mission of the Hannibal Board of
Public Works is to provide safe, reliable utility products with
excellent customer service at reasonable prices, and the utility
continues to live out their mission by maintaining employee and
customer satisfaction by encouraging continued education and
cultivating a safe work environment.
CYBER SECURITY INITIATIVE
Computer related security has been a priority at the Hannibal
Board of Public Works for many years. Restricted access to
network resources, internet content filtering, user password
requirements for various internal systems, and strict gatewayrelated protections have been in place and maintained for over a
decade. Due to limited internal resources, HBPW outsourced
aspects of its cyber security to Marco Technologies LLC, formerly
ETC ComputerLand of Quincy IL.
“In the beginning, the area of focus was outside security using
various firewall appliances, as well as
improving on internal security, said
Matthew Jones, Senior I.T. Specialist at
HBPW. “Those areas of focus were
expanded five years ago to include more
services, including patch management,
desktop standardized imaging, user policy
improvements and offsite data backup.”
When MPUA offered members the
opportunity to take part in a security
solution from N-Dimension related to
cyber intrusion detection, HBPW was one
of the first to enroll. “After the initial
installation and tuning phase of this new
appliance, the amount of data gathered
from the scanning of all network traffic
(Continued on next page)

(Continued from previous page)

allowed the networking team at Marco to continue tightening
down network gateway appliances to further secure the overall
network,” Jones said. “The services from N-Dimension have been
valuable for monitoring and addressing potential concerns. These
real-time results are reviewed and addressed, since this type of
activity is always a moving target.”
In 2017, the HBPW began vigorous email online based training
from security-awareness training service KnowBe4. After an initial
round of test emails, findings showed that users needed more skills
on how to spot and react to questionable email messages that
could contain malicious intent. HBPW’s Jones described the
training process. “Each employee who has access to company
supplied email is required to complete a series of web-based
courses designed to help each user know better how to review,
understand, and respond accordingly when suspicious email
appears in their inbox,” he explained. “Even though frequent
training sessions are required, employees still receive test or bait
emails to see if they are using learned skills. Staff utility threat
scores have seen a significant drop since using this service, and
with continued education, HBPW hopes to continue to lower its
threats from email.”
Since January of 2018, HBPW has used mobile devices for crews
to gain efficiency and better respond to customer needs through
electronic service orders. The need for security on these devices
was addressed through Microsoft InTune, a mobile device
management solution that is part of the Office 365 product line.
These devices have access to specific network-based data, so
ensuring that the devices were secure was critical to their
deployment. From device profile restrictions such as passcode
requirements, limiting internet access and email security to device
locating and remote wipe functionality; overall security was a
planned aspect of this project.
CUSTOMER PRIORITIES SET NEW DIRECTIONS
Hannibal’s cyber security initiative is only part of the many ways in
which the utility has moved to a more customer-centered
organization.
In 2017, Hannibal residents voted to remove the use of ammonia
from the City’s disinfection process. The utility responded
immediately and is currently working to upgrade the Treatment
Plant to include a Granular Activated Carbon filtration system,
which will allow a return to chlorine disinfection and provide
improved water quality to Hannibal residents, that will in turn help
the HBPW to meet future drinking water regulations.
HBPW has also taken major strides in responding to customer
issues faster by moving towards a mobile-friendly workforce. In
the past, field crews would have to search through piles of
paperwork to find where a piece of equipment was located. Now,
crews can immediately access that same data via mobile

Mobile technology is driving faster and more
efficient field services for HBPW customers.

ABOUT HANNIBAL
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS
ELECTRIC: the Hannibal Board of Public Works (HBPW)
maintains approximately 160 miles of electric line, six
substations, 1,700 streetlights, and serves more than 8,900
meters. The electric utility established service in 1903. It owns
generation facilities that includes ten 2MW generators.
WATER: HBPW’s drinking water service was established in
1913. The water treatment plant was built in 1879, with major
improvements made in 1924, 1965, 1995, and 2015. The system
is able to meet current water regulation standards, delivering
water through 170 miles of water mains to 7,593 meters/
connections. The system includes 7 water tanks. The city’s
water source is the Mississippi River. Water usage currently
averages about 3 million gallons per day, with a plant capacity
of 7.5 MGD. In April 2017, the citizens of Hannibal voted to
remove the use of ammonia as part of the city’s disinfection
system, and the HBPW was given until March 31, 2020 to
comply. HBPW is currently in the design phase of a project
that will remove the use of chloramines as a disinfectant and
replace with granular activated carbon.
SEWER: HBPW maintains 140 miles of sewer mains with 15
lift stations and 3,155 manholes. The first sewers in Hannibal
were constructed around the turn of the century, consisting of
combined systems carrying both storm and sanitary waste. In
1968, voters passed a sewer bond to separate the storm and
sanitary waste systems by adding several thousand feet of new
sewer lines and lift stations. The current Wastewater Treatment
Plant (WWTP) is a pure oxygen activated sludge type system,
constructed in 1981. The WWTP processing average is
currently 3 million gallons-per-day, with a capacity of 6 million
GPD. The receiving stream is the Mississippi River.
STORMWATER: In June 2017, Hannibal City Council
directed the HBPW to create a storm water utility, collect
operating revenue through the utility’s rates and billing system,
and begin to operate and repair the system. ◄

(Continued on page 22)

7

VW Trust Fund guidelines for
upgrading government trucks

T

he Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has
shared the guidelines on distributing $6 million for government-owned trucks from the state’s share of the national
Volkswagen Trust Settlement monies. The money will be spent
on projects that reduce nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions.
The funding will be available for eligible government-owned
medium or heavy-duty trucks, Class 4 – 8, with a gross vehicle
weight rating over 14,000 pounds. Eligible engine model years
are 1992-2009 for replacement of trucks/engines to any new
diesel, alternate fueled or electric engines. A DNR representative reported to MPUA that they will consider utility trucks, like
bucket, digger derricks, waste haulers, and dump trucks to name
a few.
DNR plans to open a first round of applications for government trucks by the end of the year. They are working on an
online application process to streamline the funding process.
Once the application timeline is announced, the application
period is expected to be short, possibly lasting for only a few
weeks. There will be two application rounds for governmentowned trucks, with the possibility of up to four rounds.

By Connie Ford
cford@mpua.org

MPUA recommends that cities review the implementation
guidelines for the funding now. It is available online at DNR’s
website [dnr.mo.gov/env/apcp/vw/gov-trucks.htm]. When
reviewing trucks that might be eligible for funding, start gathering data on annual mileage, fuel usage, and any additional
information that would show the amount of emissions of the
truck to be replaced. For example, supplemental information
like operational hours will make a stronger application. The
funding will be rated according to the geographic region of the
state and how much the emissions will be reduced with a new
engine/truck.
MPUA plans to email members when DNR’s application period for replacement of government trucks begins, but you may
also sign up to receive announcements direct from the DNR
from the Department’s listserv. To sign up for notifications or
learn more about the project, see: [dnr.mo.gov/env/apcp/vw/
index.html]. DNR is also considering hosting a webinar about
the application process so more details can be reviewed, and
questions answered.
ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS
VW Trust Settlement funding for electric vehicle charging
stations across major highway corridors should be available
during the State of Missouri’s 2019 fiscal year. During the first
part of 2019, DNR will establish the parameters of how the
funding will be used and the locations of the charging stations
during public meetings. MPUA staff members will attend
these meetings to represent municipal utilities. The first Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Workgroup meeting is on Thursday,
November 29 from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. in Room 850, Truman
Building, 301 W. High Street, Jefferson City. If you would like
to be involved with this process, please contact Connie Ford
(cford@mpua.org). ◄
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Washington Report
Association files comments on proposed
Affordable Clean Energy Rule
By Paul Ciampoli, News Director, APPA

C

ommenting on the Environmental Protection Agency’s
proposal to replace the Clean Power Plan (CPP), the
American Public Power Association in October said that it
supports EPA’s proposal to establish heat rate improvement
technologies as the best system of emission reductions for coalfired utility boilers, the revision of certain Clean Air Act section
111(d) implementing regulations and supports the role states have
in setting unit specific performance standards. Further, the
Association encouraged EPA to reform its New Source Review
program to streamline the implementation of heat rate
improvement projects.
The EPA in August proposed to replace the CPP with a new rule
– the Affordable Clean Energy Rule (ACE Rule) -- that would let
states decide how to make existing coal-fired power plants more
efficient to lower their greenhouse gas emissions.
In its comments submitted to the EPA on the ACE Rule, the
Association noted that the electric utility sector, including public
power, continues to make great strides in reducing CO2
emissions. The Energy Information Administration notes that
U.S. electric power sector carbon dioxide emissions have declined
28% since 2005 because of slower electricity demand growth and
changes in the mix of fuels used to generate electricity. EIA has
calculated that CO2 emissions from the electric power sector
totaled 1,744 million metric tons in 2017, the lowest level since
1987.
“This decrease in CO2 emissions is due in part to public power
utilities’ investment in low and non-emitting generation
technologies, such as solar, wind, hydro, nuclear, and natural gas,”
the Association told the EPA.
It pointed out that its members include utilities actively pursuing
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in coordination with local,
state, and regional programs targeting standards exceeding federal
proposals such as the ACE Rule.
“Thus, the Association’s comments on the ACE Rule proposal
constitute our recommendations for the development of a
workable emissions guideline, which will establish procedures to
limit CO2 emissions from existing fossil steam electric generating
units (EGUs).”
The Association said that it supports EPA’s decision to propose
new emission guidelines for GHG emissions from existing EGUs
that adhere to the statutory requirements of CAA section 111(d),
“thus providing much-needed regulatory certainty for the electric

generating sector.”
The Association said that the ACE Rule properly reflects the
scope and bounds of the Clean Air Act by identifying the best
system of emission reduction (BSER) for coal-fired utility boilers
based on measures that can be applied to or at an individual
source and acknowledges states’ authority to submit their own
plans establishing achievable standards of performance for each
source while accounting for unit-specific parameters.
In addition, the ACE Rule appropriately focuses the
implementation of heat rate improvements (HRIs) as BSER for
existing coal-fired utility boilers, the trade group said. “These HRI
measures are adequately demonstrated to reduce CO2 emission
rates, and emission standards based on improving or maintain a
unit’s efficiency will provide meaningful limits on facilities’
emissions,” the Association said.
Meanwhile, the Association said that it supports the EPA’s
proposal to revise certain requirements of the CAA’s section 111
(d) implementing regulations.

“The proposal’s regulatory language on
required state plan elements provides
a helpful general framework for states,
but it leaves significant uncertainty
as to what exactly is required for
a state plan to be approvable.”
“The proposed changes will facilitate implementation of the ACE
Rule by more closely align EPA’s section 111(d) implementing
regulations with the statute and by removing barriers to
implementation of heat rate improvement projects,” the trade
group said in its comments.
The Association said it appreciates that EPA’s proposal
recognizes the primary role of states in establishing achievable
standards of performance for existing sources within their
boundaries, including states’ discretion to vary the requirements
for individual sources based on remaining useful life and other
factors.
But the Association believes that implementation of the proposed
rule would be aided by further guidance from EPA to states as to
(Continued on page 26)
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Management Minute:

Comparing rates
By Paul Jensen | ums@marktwain.net

W

hat municipal utility manager hasn’t been asked to
compare rates with neighboring communities? Sounds like
a fairly simple thing to do. But simply calling around to your
neighbors and asking for their rate schedules leaves a lot out of a
valid comparison. There are several additional cost comparison
factors that should be considered.
First is the cost of operations. If you and your neighbors all have
essentially the same treatment or supply technology you might
have similar costs of operations. For example, if you have zero
discharge lagoons for wastewater treatment, you might survey only
neighbors that utilize similar wastewater treatment. Your
neighbors that utilize mechanical wastewater treatment plants will
probably have higher costs of operations. And those that have
simple lagoons without the zero-discharge restriction might have
lower costs of operations. The type of treatment can also be a
major factor for a water comparison. The source of electricity and
even your load factor can be major factors for an electric
comparison. If you are comparing rates with your neighbors, it
might be advisable to also look at your neighbors’ budgets to see
how they differ from yours. As a side benefit, this might lead to
ideas on how to better manage and operate your system.
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The second factor is transfers to the general fund. These transfers
are often called payments in lieu of taxes (PILOTs). Many,
perhaps most, municipal utilities transfer a percentage of the utility
operating revenue to the general fund. Some municipal utilities
add the transfer fee to the utility bill as a separate line item, while
others have the transfer fee incorporated within their rates. If your
transfer fee is incorporated within your rates, and your neighbor
adds its transfer to the bill as a separate item, you will need to add
their transfer fee to their rates in order to compare theirs with
yours.
The third factor is cost adjustments for electricity and gas
operations. Some cities make an adjustment to their utility billings
based on the actual wholesale cost of electricity or gas. Some make
adjustments monthly, others less often. These adjustments must
be included in any comparison.
The fourth factor is customer charges and other fees. A few cities
charge a customer charge or tack on other fees to customer bills.
A customer charge, as used here, is not a minimum bill or
availability charge. It is a charge that shows up on all utility bills
whether the bill is for water only, electric and sewer only or any
combination of utility services. There is also at least one municipal
utility that charges what they call a demand charge for residential
customers. If you or your neighbor have such charges, they should
(Continued on next page)

(Continued from previous page)

be taken into account in any comparison.
A fifth factor is timing. Are your neighbors planning a rate
change, or have they just implemented one? You might be
concerned that the survey shows your rates are higher while not
realizing that your neighbor is planning a major increase.
One final note about rate comparisons. They provide interesting
information and can sometimes be used to calm customer or
governing body concerns about rates. But rate comparisons fall
very short of providing justification for adjusting your rates.
Adjustment of your rates should be based on recovery of your
costs. Even if your neighbors’ costs of operations and other
factors are essentially the same as yours, you wouldn’t want to
match their rates if they are operating in the red, would you? Or
if they were letting their system deteriorate? Your utility should
be operated as efficiently as possible with rates that cover your
costs while maintaining adequate reserves.
If you are asked to survey your neighbors’ rates, be sure to ask
for more than just the rate schedule. And recognize there is much
more that goes into the justification for a rate change.◄

MDNR Commits
Clean Water Grant
Funding to MPUA-RSC

O

n October 18, 2018 the Missouri Clean Water Commission
approved a plan that commits $300,000 in Clean Water
State Revolving Fund grant funding to the MPUA Resource
Services Corporation (MPUA-RSC) beginning in 2019. The grant
monies will be used by MPUA-RSC to assist publicly owned
treatment works with applied technical assistance for regulatory
planning activities, application assistance, financial reviews, and to
identify opportunities to increase operational efficiencies. MPUARSC will work with small- and medium-sized communities on
eligible projects, based on scopes of work pre-approved by the
Department of Natural Resources. MPUA-RSC expects the grant
program will begin in early 2019. More details will be provided
once the grant award is finalized with the department. ◄

Paul Jensen, MPUA member advisor, is a former municipal utilities
manager at Macon and Marshall, MO, and formerly served as a president of
both MAMU and MJMEUC.
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Mission Tallahassee
By Kerry Cordray | kcordray@mpua.org

MPUA mutual aid line crews
observe Public Power Week by
rebuilding Tallahassee electric
system after hurricane’s fury
October, 2016 - Hurricane Matthew.

September 2017 – Hurricane Irma.

October 2018 – Hurricane Michael

I

n the last three years running, a powerhouse trio of hurricanes,
each spaced about a year apart, battered the electric systems of
mainland Florida. And in each case, Missouri and Arkansas
lineworkers organized by MPUA have been on hand to help life
get back to normal.
Most recently, as Hurricane Michael bore down on the Florida
Panhandle, an early morning email to MPUA on October 8 from
the American Public Power Association activated MPUA’s mutual
aid network. Recruiting calls went out to member cities. Within 24
hours, line crews from 10 MPUA-member utilities were ready to
hit the road. The crews hailed from the Missouri cities of
Carthage, Columbia, Hannibal, Higginsville, Independence,
Macon, Nixa, Poplar Bluff, and Waynesville, plus a crew from
Conway, Arkansas. The combined force of 47 MPUA-organized
lineworkers equipped with eight bucket trucks, seven digger
trucks, and 11 other linework vehicles rolled south toward the
Gulf coast from their respective towns. They would arrive in
Florida two days later to join hundreds of other workers from
across the nation.
“After 2016’s hurricanes (Hermine and Matthew), and then
Hurricane Irma in 2017, we thought we had seen and experienced
the worst,” said Amy Zubaly, executive director of the Florida
Municipal Electric Association. “We thought we’d be spared from
another storm of that magnitude at least for a few years. And then
exactly 13 months later after Irma, while public power
communities nationwide were in the middle of celebrating Public
Power Week, the panhandle of Florida was devastated by
Hurricane Michael.”
Michael made its violent Oct. 10 landfall as a Category 4 storm
and remained at Category 4 as it tore through the Panhandle. It
was the strongest hurricane on record to ever strike the region,
and the fourth strongest, by wind speed, ever to make landfall in

NASA Earth Observatory image

the contiguous U.S. With 155 mph winds, just 2 mph shy of a
category 5 storm, the full path of the storm was immense and the
destruction was widespread, laying waste to thousands of homes
and buildings, splintering trees, and crumbling roads and utility
infrastructure.
The Missouri and Arkansas mutual aid crews became a strong part
of a powerful relief force, ready to begin a huge task. “More than
600 Personnel from 16 States and more than 80 Public Power
utilities came to help us restore power, and in some cases
completely rebuild the electric grid in those communities,” said
FMEA’s Zubaly. “At peak, more than 400,000 customers in the
region were without power, with nearly 122,000 of them from five
Florida Public Power communities - Tallahassee, Havana, Quincy,
Chattahoochee, and Blountstown.”
For James Pittman, a journeyman lineman from Carthage Water &
Electric Plant (CW&EP), the mission was his first experience of
such widespread damage. “We got to Tallahassee just as the
hurricane was beginning to roll through,” said Pittman. “We
weren’t very close to where the damage was worst, but going out
the first day, my impression was similar to what we see here after a
tornado, except on a massive scale. You’ve got trees down, lines &
poles broken, trees through houses. Where we worked in
Tallahassee it was that kind of destruction, but on a far bigger
scale -- an entire town, not just a piece of town.”
The MPUA-organized teams worked for 7 days in the capital city
of Tallahassee, where 96 percent of the city’s electric distribution
system and 60 percent of the transmission system was down.
Crews labored long hours under grueling physical conditions,
made more bearable by the appreciation of those whose power
was being restored. “You might get a few negative words, from
some frustrated people who are the last to be restored,” said
CW&EP’s Pittman. “But most people are very friendly, and really
thankful. Hotel workers – we weren’t even working in their area –
would come out and thank us. Just an overwhelming
appreciation.” Pittman went on to recall several special moments
with residents. “One family stopped by just to give us some
Krispy Kreme donuts. One local lineman that we worked with, his
(Continued on next page)
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family made us chicken and rice one day for lunch & brought it
out to the work site. And one special-needs gentleman, just the
look on his face when we got him hooked up, it brought tears to
your eyes.”
The lineworkers work days were long, hot, and tiring. But the
work itself was mostly familiar. “There were some new things we’d
never used before – different insulators, different sized wires we
don’t use around here – a little bit of a challenge at first,” said
Pittman. “But you learn your little tricks on it, and soon it all
works out really well.”
Pittman said that power restoration work is much the same
everywhere, regardless of location and scale. “It’s just like for
storms around Missouri. You start out, kill a feeder line so you
could get a main line back up. But working restoration on that
scale, communication and coordination become a bigger part of
the job,” Pittman explained further. “On one line we probably had
five different utilities, some from Missouri, some from Florida,
working down the line. They’d give us a section, and you’ve got to

coordinate with the rest of them. There’s a lot of running back and
forth, because all your radio systems don’t necessarily coincide
with each other. So, you’d have to run down the road, talk with the
other crew, they’ve got to run back and talk to you, you kind of get
a coordination plan worked out as you go along, with how to
respond if something would go wrong or you’d have to stop your
work. You’re mostly working with the same bunch of guys, so
after a while it goes better and better. But I guess I wouldn’t say it
ever turned routine. It’s challenging, and you’re not working with
materials you’ve always worked with.”
Seven days, and thousands of workers-hours later, power had been
restored to 95 percent of Tallahassee electric customers, and the
Missouri and Arkansas crews were released with the thanks of the
City of Tallahassee. “Thousands of people's lives were forever
changed on October 10th and it will take some time to fully
rebuild the communities that were so severely devastated,” said
Zubaly. “But just 12 days after Michael unleashed its wrath, with
the help of hundreds of Public Power personnel from around the
country, our five public power communities there had restored
power to all their customers who could take power." ◄

PHOTOS – clockwise from top right:
•

Carthage lineman James Pittman receives
thanks (and donuts) from a grateful family.

•

Line crews from Waynesville and Carthage
reset downed lines.

•

Mutual aid crews and vehicles assemble in
Tallahassee on Oct. 10

Photo courtesy of City of Tallahassee
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HARVEST TIME: MoPEP solar farm
‘fleet’ reaches full strength

Production launch at Farmington Solar Farm crowns
four years of development for MoPEP solar generation.
By Kerry Cordray | kcordray@mpua.org

A

few months ago, the sun rose on the
morning of August 30, 2018 much like it does
on any other day.

But in Farmington, Missouri that morning, the
sunrise was more fruitful than on past mornings.
Sunlight gleamed down on the 9,540 photovoltaic
panels arrayed across the Farmington Solar Farm’s
22-acre site, now fully operational. Electrons began
to flow. Inverters hummed to life. And the ‘farm’
officially began the work of harvesting enough
electricity from the sun to power about 250 average
area homes, every year.
A few weeks later on Sept. 27, Farmington’s city
and area leaders gathered to celebrate a dedication
of the facility. The celebration had been nearly a
year in the making, since the project’s
groundbreaking was held in the fall of 2017.
Representatives of the Missouri Public Utility Alliance (MPUA),
builders and operators, MC Power Companies, and financial
partner Gardner Capital were also on hand to take part in the
celebration, and enjoy telling the story of how the ‘farm’ had come
to its first ‘harvest time’.
Besides dedicating the Farmington facility, the day marked a
greater milestone for the 35 communities of the Missouri Public
Energy Pool (MoPEP). The solar farm at Farmington was the 11th
and final facility to join MoPEP’s planned portfolio of solar
generation, since the development of the municipal projects began
in 2014. The eleven solar facilities in the group now contribute
their power from solar sites at Butler, Chillicothe, El Dorado
Springs, Farmington, Higginsville, Lebanon, Macon, Marshall,
Rolla, Trenton, and Waynesville. Their combined annual
production capacity totals more than 35 megawatts of electricity
(DC capacity).
ELEVENTH SOLAR LAUNCH MARKS MILESTONE
As Farmington’s solar farm launch topped off MoPEP’s current
plan for its solar energy portfolio, municipal utilities in Missouri
confirmed and reinforced their leadership role in the development
of clean and diverse energy resources in the state. “For several
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The Farmington Solar Farm, dedicated Sept. 27, has a
capacity of 3.1 megawatts (DC). It joins ten other
solar farms of similar size in the MoPEP solar ‘fleet’.

years, Missouri’s municipal utilities have broken new ground and
taken the lead among Missouri’s utilities in the development of
Missouri’s newest energy resources,” said John Grotzinger,
MJMEUC Chief Operating Officer and MPUA Vice President of
Engineering, Operations & Power Supply. “That position has
been especially evident in the growth of solar energy, as MPUA
member utilities continue to generate a large majority of the
utility-scale solar power in Missouri.” In addition to the MoPEP
solar ‘fleet’, other municipally-based solar farms are separately
owned or contracted by other MPUA-member utilities in
Independence, Nixa, Springfield, and Columbia.
“MC Power Companies and Gardner Capital are proud to be a
partner for the solar fleet in Missouri that provides clean
predictable energy for these communities,” said Loren
Williamson, Senior Vice President of Project Development at
MC Power Companies. “Partnering in the achievement reflects
our commitment to sustainable growth in the state of Missouri.
Each project was unique in ways that brought together
communities, officials, as well as utility leaders to capture the
benefits that solar facilities offer.” ◄

Leading the way on energy diversity

I

n addition to traditional baseline fuel sources for energy production such as coal and natural gas, the Missouri
Public Energy Pool (MoPEP) now has an energy portfolio that includes more than 71 megawatts of energy capacity
from solar, wind, and landfill gas resources – in addition to 24 MW of contracted hydro power. These sources, owned or
contracted for purchase by the Missouri Joint Municipal Electric Utility Commission (MJMEUC) include the following
solar, wind, landfill gas, hydropower and cogeneration resources:

SOLAR

MoPEP now receives the energy from solar farms operating in its member cities of Butler, Chillicothe, El
Dorado Springs, Farmington, Higginsville, Lebanon, Macon, Marshall, Rolla, Trenton, and Waynesville. The Butler Solar
Energy Farm began generating power in early 2014 as Missouri’s first utility scale solar generating project. Since that first
MoPEP solar farm ‘launch’, teamwork among MoPEP’s communities has led the development of solar power resources in
Missouri. The 11 sites now contributing to MoPEP’s energy portfolio have a combined generating capacity of about 35
megawatts (DC). In addition to the MoPEP solar ‘fleet’, other utility-scale solar farms are separately owned or operated by
other municipal utilities in Independence, Nixa, Springfield, and Columbia. Between MoPEP’s farms and these MPUAmember communities, municipal utilities currently produce a large majority of the utility-scale solar power generated in
Missouri.
MoPEP purchases the energy from the Loess Hills Wind Farm near Rock Port. Loess Hills began operation in
WIND 2008, drawing international attention as Rock Port was proclaimed the “first 100% wind-powered town in
America” because of the wind farm’s design to harvest more wind power than was used by the city. More recently, in
2016 MoPEP and MPUA began receiving an annual 20 megawatts of renewable energy purchased by long-term contract
from Marshall Wind Energy in northern Kansas, bringing much more wind-produced energy into the mix of sources that
power homes and businesses in MoPEP’s member cities. MPUA also hopes to add 60 MW more wind-energy to its
resources, anticipating eventual approval and construction of the Grain Belt Express, a planned transmission line that
would carry low-cost wind power from Kansas to serve MPUA’s member cities.
Landfill gas generation plants in Lamar and near Hartville generate electricity from methane gas,
which comes from decomposition at landfills. These plants recover energy that would otherwise
be wasted, and also result in fewer harmful emissions of methane to the air.

LANDFILL GAS

HYDROPOWER

MoPEP’s portfolio of power sources also includes hydro-electric power, purchased by federal
hydropower contracts from sources among Midwest U.S. Corp of Engineers’ lakes.

Cogeneration plants in Macon and Laddonia (also known as combined heat & power, or
CHP) make efficient use of resources by generating both electricity and steam to power local
ethanol plants. Both of these facilities have been recognized nationally by EPA with Energy Star® awards, for their energy
efficiency. ◄

COGENERATION

Wind turbines spin at the Loess Hills Wind Farm, near Rockport
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Grain Belt Express back at MoPSC
GRAIN BELT EXPRESS BACK AT MISSOURI PUBLIC
SERVICE COMMISSION
Now that the case is back from the Missouri Supreme Court,
where MJMEUC was successful in overturning the previous
Missouri Public Service Commission (MoPSC) order, the case has
been set for trial at the MoPSC on December 18 and 19.
Supplemental direct testimony was filed on Nov. 12 by MJMEUC
and Grain Belt Express. We are looking to have the case tried
and briefed by the end of January, and expect to receive a
decision shortly thereafter.
In two major announcements, Invenery, one of the largest
renewable companies in the United States, announced their
participation in the case and the purchase of the Grain Belt
project from Clean Line, LLC. This will bring additional financing
and operational ability to the project. Additionally, the Iron Star
project has been purchased by Engie (formerly GDF Suez), which
is the second largest electric utility in the world. Both of these
developments are very positive, and strengthen the project

significantly. We look forward to working with both entities going
forward as they continue to pursue the Certificate of Convenience
and Necessity (CCN) at the MoPSC.
Grain Belt has also received a temporary extension of its Kansas
CCN, with a longer-term extension to be decided in 2019. Grain
Belt is also preparing its Illinois case, which is likely the last major
regulatory hurdle remaining. The Illinois Commerce Commission
previously granted a CCN to Grain Belt, but it was overturned on
appeal due to a technical deficiency in the application.
KCPL TO CONSIDER RETAIL TIME-OF-USE RATES
On January 30, both Kansas City Power & Light (KCPL) and
KCPL-Greater Missouri Operations (KCPL-GMO) requested rate
increases at the MoPSC. KCPL was requesting a rate increase that
will cause the typical residential user to see an increase of
approximately $3.00 a month, and a KCPL-GMO customer seeing
a rate increase of approximately $2.00 a month. The matter went
to hearing in September on a few issues, while most of the issues
settled between the parties.
However, of interest, MJMEUC participated in the KCPL-GMO
rate case due to KCPL-GMO’s request to eliminate the Real Time
Pricing (RTP) pricing tariff at the Dogwood Energy Center, which
(Continued on page 24)
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Communicating the need for rate increases
By Lacey Hirschvogel | lhirschvogel@mpua.org

L

ocal control over the utility rate structure is a benefit of
owning, operating, and maintaining water and wastewater
treatment systems. Rates can be set at an affordable amount that
is appropriate to provide these important services to your
community members. Businesses and residents can rest easy
knowing that community leaders are committed to providing
quality drinking water and safe wastewater services.
Raising rates is a topic of discussion that has become prevalent in
many Missouri communities due to increasingly stringent state
and federal mandates. The use of strategic communication
methods before, during, and after rate changes will convey the
benefits of clean, affordable, and reliable water and wastewater
services.
Effective communication will help your community members
better understand the relationship between the value of their
water utilities and the true cost to provide those services. In a
survey completed by the Value of Water Campaign, an
identifiable shift was reported on the perceived value of water
once respondents were informed about the critical infrastructure
upgrades needed to comply with federal and state mandates. The
percentage of respondents willing to pay more to ensure safe and
reliable water rose from 38 percent to 60 percent.
Basic, but key information included within a utility bill, is an
affordable and convenient way to highlight the importance of
operating and maintaining the city’s water utilities. The City of
San Francisco included phrases such as “We test your water
100,000 times a year!” and “You can’t live a day without me!” in
order to highlight the true cost to deliver high quality drinking
water 24 hours per day. Visual aids that provide a tangible and
comparable amount of money spent on public water vs. bottled
water has assisted many communities on educating their rate
base. Raising rates from 1 penny per gallon to 2 pennies per
gallon of tap water, when buying a gallon of water at a store costs

$2.00 per gallon, is an understandable and relatable method to
provide necessary information.
A key element in your communication strategy is to make sure
that your community is well aware of the water and wastewater
services provided, before it is time to ask for a rate increase.
Information about the utilities provided by the City should
appear in many places around your community. Underground
piping upgrades are more acceptable when presented in a
positive light by a trusted local reporter. Also, consider branding
to create identity and persona to the utility. Often times, the
water tower displays an image held dear to the community, make
sure that your community knows how important maintenance of
that water tower is, not only to show community pride, but to
also ensure each member of your community owns a high
quality, affordable drinking water system.
Keep the community leaders updated and in the loop as you
create a long-term plan to comply with cost of service.
Ratepayers will often look to the leaders for information on a
new billing structure or rate. During your presentations and
discussions with community leaders it is important to
communicate two main factors. First, educate them on the
expensive and unhealthy consequences of inaction. Second,
show return on investment by scheduling tours. Once people
can visualize the real work, resources, and maintenance that is
required they are often more willing to pay a couple of extra
dollars on their water and sewer bill.
Every day, the people in your community directly benefit from
your locally-owned utilities. Context and understanding can turn
the customer’s sewer bill into a reminder that they are receiving
affordable services provided by local residents who care about
the sustainability of the community. Regular communication and
education of the services provided will bridge the gap between
the value of your local utilities and the willingness to pay for
those services.◄

Natural Gas Fired
Electricity Facilities
Among the most
efficient and
environmentally
advanced power
stations in the world.

Proud to be an Associate Member of MPUA
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Wave of new faces sweeps over Missouri politics

T

he midterm elections certainly produced a wave impacting
Missouri politics, but it’s not the red v. blue wave that was
talked about ad nauseum on cable and network television news
shows. No “blue” wave materialized in Missouri as the state
remained “red.” Instead, Missouri’s “wave” is the gathering of
new faces being sworn in January of not only “freshman”
legislators, but state-level House and Senate leadership. How this
will impact state governance is yet to materialize, but MPUA is
already working to sail our ship to smooth waters.
Obviously, the most notable change in Missouri was the election
of Attorney General Josh Hawley to the United States Senate.
MPUA is making plans for a trip to Washington, DC in late
February to forge a new relationship with our newest U.S.
Senator. Several of our member utilities will be traveling with us
as all MPUA members are welcome to make the trip. Let us
know if you are interested.
While Hawley’s election is causing a cascade of musical chairs
among the statewide offices to fill the Attorney General seat he
will vacate, it’s the state legislature that will see the most change.
After the 2016 elections, Republicans controlled the Missouri
House by a 117-46 margin. Democrats gained one seat. This year
the net-change was zero (0). While Democrats flipped three (3)
Republican held seats, the Republicans flipped three (3)
Democratic seats as well. Despite this zero-sum net change, the
House is experiencing one of the largest turnovers among House
chambers in the country because of term limits. Forty-four (44)
of the 163 seats (27%) up for reelection were because of term
limits. After the elections, 59 new faces (36%) will come into the
House in 2019 as a result of term limits, retirements, and the
election. Only two (2) of those incoming Representatives will
have served as a state-level officeholder.
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At the same time, House leadership is reorganizing because of term
-limits too. Elijah Haahr (R-Springfield) has been tapped by the
majority to be the new House Speaker, to replace the outgoing
term-limited Todd Richardson. John Wiemann (R-O’Fallon) has
been designated to become the new House Speaker Pro Tem. Rob
Vescovo (R-Arnold) will remain the Majority Floor Leader. On the
Democratic side, Crystal Quade (D-Springfield) will assume the
reins of Minority Leader for her caucus, replacing Gail McCann
Beatty (D-Kansas City) who fulfilled the maximum number of
years one can serve as a representative.
For the Missouri Senate, during each election cycle only half of the
34 seats come open for a vote, with 26% – or nine (9) of the
seventeen (17) – having no incumbent returning because of term
limits. Four (4) of the nine (9) new incoming senators are faces that
have served in another state-level capacity. After the 2016
elections, Republicans controlled the Senate with a 25-9 margin.
Since then, Senator Ryan Silvey (R-Kansas City) resigned to accept
a post on the Missouri Public Service Commission. Representative
Lauren Arthur (D-Kansas City) won a special election in June 2018
(Continued on page 21)
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to fulfill his term. This left the Senate with a 24-10 split. There
were no party changes coming out of November’s elections,
only new faces.
Much like the House, the Senate will also have a leadership
reorganization because of term limits. President Pro Tem Ron
Richard (R-Joplin) was term-limited and his leadership post will
now be filled by Senator Dave Schatz (R-Sullivan). Caleb
Rowden (R-Columbia) has been tapped to become the new
Majority Floor Leader, replacing the post most recently held by
term-limited and now current Lt. Governor Mike Kehoe.
Senator Gina Walsh (D-Bellefontaine Neighbors) will remain
the Democratic Minority Leader.
While it may take a month or more for the new legislators and
leadership to make their mark, those representing hometown
utilities and MPUA are already hard at work. We have been
working to deepen relationships among some seasoned
lawmakers and are starting to forge relationships among the new
freshmen. Throughout our visits, we are beginning to develop a
picture of what issues we might face.
Workforce development and infrastructure will be two top
priorities for both House and Senate leadership. Job creation
and changes to liability lawsuits are expected to be other top

issues. With infrastructure being a top priority, several issues
impacting utilities could come into play. Potential utility topics
may include eminent domain, underground locates, water quality,
net-metering, rural broadband, and utility rate-setting standards.
MPUA will monitor developments closely on these and other
matters. Pre-filed bills will begin for next year’s session on
November 30.
MPUA encourages member utilities to reach out to your
legislators – new and old alike – to educate them on what you do
and why you do it. New legislators are eager to hear about their
hometown utilities. If you don’t tell them about your utility,
invariably someone will. It’s always better to have developed the
relationship early, before you “need” it. Making this contact is
relatively easy. A simple phone call and an invitation to your
office, or even a tour of your facilities, is all it takes (make sure to
invite a MPUA staffer to come along too). You will be surprised
at the response you receive, especially if you are not “asking” for
something. In the long run, you will be glad you did!
Missouri politics will see a large “wave” of new faces this January.
MPUA is “tacking and jibing our ship” so as to take on the wave
for the advantage of our member utilities. We hope you will join
us in this endeavor. It’s a group effort that will pay us dividends
for years to come. ◄
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( Member Spotlight: HANNIBAL HBPW… Continued from page 7)

technology. Tasks like finding a meter, hydrant valve, or
underground utility piping is a lot easier as field crews can now
access a GIS tracking system on location to find historical data
and log new information. As a result, HBPW staff can now
respond faster to customer issues and resolve emergencies with
more accuracy and efficiency.
RELIABILITY AND REACHING OUT

new logo, the utility has redesigned various marketing materials
and is reaching more of its community and customers through
social media. HBPW customers can find the utility on several
social media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and
YouTube.
From email security to business cards, the Hannibal Board of
Public Works strives to live out its mission to provide safe, reliable
utility products with excellent customer service at reasonable
prices. ◄

In 2017, the Hannibal Board of Public Works
was one of only 20 utilities across the nation to
earn a perfect score (100%) on the American
Public Power Association’s Reliable Public
Power Provider Program (RP3), earning them a
Diamond Level designation. “The Hannibal
Board of Public Works RP3 team completed a
rigorous online application that took months to
prepare,” said Heath Hall, HBPW General
Manager. “I’m proud of the work they did and
the work that each of our employees do every
day to help our community.”
Exciting rebranding efforts are underway that
will be implemented by the end of the year. In
December, those visiting the HBPW website will
see a completely redesigned site that is easier to
navigate than the previous one. Along with a
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HBPW’s Jared Stewart and Courtney Harris
accept APPA’s RP3 designation
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(Regulatory Review… continued from page 18)

would have negatively impacted the MoPEP energy pool by
more than $100,000 annually. Fortunately, the tariff provision
for RTP was preserved, but KCPL-GMO has indicated that they
still wish to adjust the tariff in the future. While this point was
discussed between the parties, it was also revealed that KCPL’s
new AMI meter system was capable of supporting retail time-ofuse rates, and KCPL has been requested at their next rate case to
propose a retail tariff for time-of-use rates. This would be an
important development within the state regulatory scheme, and
also would be a new customer expectation for our members to
meet. This further emphasizes industry change as customer
expectations continue to grow along with the technology that
supports those expectations.
APPA/MISO VISIT
On November 1, a group of APPA members within MISO,
including MJMEUC, met with senior MISO officers to discuss
trends and concerns within the industry. Changes in reliability
were discussed due to the increased market penetration of
renewables, as well as the decrease in reliability of existing older
fossil fuel generation. Additionally, more reliability events are
occurring in shoulder periods than peak events, which will
necessitate a change in traditional reliability planning. MISO also

asked for additional industry cohesiveness on Order 1000 so that
processes could be developed to use the order, without the current
discord.
NEW MO PSC CHAIRMAN SILVEY
On Sept. 14, Gov. Parson named Comm. Silvey as the Chairman
of the MoPSC. Chmn. Silvey replaces Chmn. Hall, who will
remain on the MoPSC as a Commissioner. Chmn. Silvey joined
the MoPSC in January of this year after previously serving in the
Missouri Senate.
FERC COMMISSIONERS
At the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), Comm.
Powelson resigned for a position within the water industry. His
replacement has not been named at this time.
Chmn. McIntyre continues his recovery from surgery related to a
brain tumor and from a serious back injury, but due to ongoing
health concerns, resigned as Chairman. Comm. Chatterjee has
been named Chairman in his place.
Congress is also considering legislation at this time that would
result in any tie votes at FERC freezing a proposed tariff, rather
than resulting in the tariff becoming law. As FERC has operated
with fewer than five Commissioners regularly in the past few
years, this change in law may be a needed change in procedure. ◄

Deadline: 2019 Apprentices
December 14 is the last day for new cities to get apprentices registered for the 2019
Apprentice Program! If you already have an apprentice in the Program, additional
apprentices can be added until mid-January.
•

NEW APPRENTICES in the Program need to fill out the MPUA
& Dept. of Labor apprentice application forms. They can be
found on our website under the Services tab → Apprentice
Training.

•

CURRENT APPRENTICES are automatically registered for
next year so there is no need to re-register them.

If you have any questions on the forms, please contact Cathy
Susa at csusa@mpua.org.
NOTE: If you anticipate putting a student in the program but
can’t commit before the December 14 deadline, contact Cathy Susa to be placed on draft
travel schedule - we will finalize or remove you later when you have made a final
decision.
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(Washington Report ...continued from page 9)

what EPA would or would not consider to be aspects of a
“satisfactory” state plan.
“The proposal’s regulatory language on required state plan
elements provides a helpful general framework for states, but it
leaves significant uncertainty as to what exactly is required for a
state plan to be approvable,” the Association added.
“EPA can provide further direction to states for plan
development without disrupting the CAA’s assignment of
standard-setting responsibility under section 111(d).”
As an example, the Association said that the EPA could provide a
non-exclusive description of state plan approaches on certain
issues that EPA would consider satisfactory if they were
submitted. “This type of guidance would not necessarily
constrain states’ discretion or disrupt the balance of federal and
state roles under section 111(d) so long as EPA is clear that it is
not foreclosing states from pursuing other approaches that they
can demonstrate are also satisfactory. Including guidance on
additional issues in EPA’s guideline document will provide
regulated industry with greater regulatory certainty and will ease
the states’ administrative burden.”
The Association said that EPA should provide guidance to the
states in several areas.
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For example, the Association said that the federal agency should
also provide further guidance on how states are to determine
which candidate technologies apply to individual steam
generating units and how implementation of selected
technologies should impact a unit’s standard of performance.
The EPA should also require states to consider the costs and
benefits of implementing each technology at a unit when
determining whether it is “applicable” and eliminate any measures
that are unreasonably costly or not cost-effective, the trade group
went on to say.
The Association also said in its comments that it supports the
EPA’s proposal to revise certain requirements of the CAA’s New
Source Review (NSR) program.
“The NSR program, as implemented by EPA’s enforcement arm,
has long been a source of regulatory uncertainty in the industry
and has prevented the implementation of projects that could
improve reliability, safety, and efficiency,” the Association said.
For that reason, the Association said it supports EPA’s proposal
to adopt an hourly emission increase test for what is a
“modification” under the NSR program, independent of any
action EPA may take with respect to adopting emission
guidelines for existing EGUs. ◄
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