
 

 

 

 

 
January 21, 2022 

Peter DeCola 
Stellwagen Bank NMS Superintendent 
Attn: Management Plan Revision 
175 Edward Foster Road 
Scituate, MA 02066 
 
Dear Superintendent DeCola, 

The Marine Retailers Association of the Americas (MRAA) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments 
on the Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary (SBNMS) Draft Management Plan and Environmental 
Assessment. 

The Marine Retailers Association of the Americas (MRAA) is the leading trade association of North American 
small businesses that sell and service new and pre-owned recreational boats and operate marinas, boatyards, and 
accessory stores. MRAA represents more than 1,300 individual member retail locations and is proud to have 147 
members located throughout Massachusetts. 

Recreational boating and fishing are not only part of the commonwealth’s heritage but is also a major economic 
driver. According to the Bureau of Economic Analysis Outdoor Recreation Satellite Account, Boating and Fishing 
in Massachusetts generated $874,581,000 in 2020, dwarfing almost every other measured recreational sector. The 
SBNMS itself is a popular area for recreational boating, with a total of 117,120 person-days of private boat fishing 
recorded in the sanctuary in 2009 alone.1 Furthermore, as noted in the Draft Management Plan, “this activity 
supported roughly $6 million in spending, $4.6 million in value-added, $2.5 million in income, and approximately 
60 jobs in the local economy”. The Stellwagen Bank and its recreational boating opportunities, from whale-
watching to recreational fishing for pelagic and ground species, helps to support the 14 coastal communities and 
their businesses adjacent to the sanctuary. 

The MRAA appreciates the diligent work of the SBNMS Staff on the Draft Management Plan to strike a balance 
between conservation, natural resource management, and access, to assure that the SBNMS remains available to 
public use and enjoyment for years to come. Furthermore, the MRAA supports the focus on education over non-
regulatory measures pertaining to the avoidance of small vessel collisions with marine mammals (MP-5). Current 
studies show that vast majority of fatal collisions with marine mammals involve vessels over 65ft2, for which 
there are already adequate speed restrictions and alert mechanisms in place. Therefore, additional restrictions on 
small (<65ft) vessels in the SBNMS would not be effective in achieving the marine mammal management goals 
set forth in the Draft Management Plan.  

The MRAA is willing to explore boater education opportunities through our Massachusetts members to expand 
the reach of the BOWW program as well as helping to share any other relevant information on safe boating 
practices around marine mammals. Education is at the core of what we do at MRAA and we gladly consider using 
our resources and network within the state to help achieve the goals set forth in the Draft Management Plan. 

 
1 Hellin et al., 2011 
2 Moore et al., 2021 



 

Finally, we greatly appreciate representation of the recreational boating community on the Sanctuary Advisory 
Council. Randall Lyons, Executive Director of the Massachusetts Marine Trade Association (MMTA), is an 
exceptional leader for the boating community in Massachusetts. 

On behalf of the MRAA and our 147 Massachusetts members, we thank you for the opportunity to provide input 
on the SBNMS Draft Management Plan. Please do not hesitate to contact Chad Tokowicz, Government Relations 
Manager, at (978)-569-5127, or chad@mraa.com, if you have any other questions or would like to explore 
potential partnership opportunities. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Chad Tokowicz 
Government Relations Manager 
Marine Retailers Association of the Americas 
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