
 

 

 

 

 
January 31, 2022 

Paul E. Michel, Regional Policy Coordinator 
NOAA Sanctuaries West Coast Regional Office 
99 Pacific Street, Building 100F 
Monterey, CA 93940 
 
Re: NOAA-NOS2021-0080 
 
Dear Mr. Michel, 

The Marine Retailers Association of the Americas (MRAA) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments 
on the Proposed Designation of the Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary. 

The Marine Retailers Association of the Americas (MRAA) is the leading trade association of North American 
small businesses that sell and service new and pre-owned recreational boats and operate marinas, boatyards, and 
accessory stores. MRAA represents more than 1,300 individual member retail locations and is proud to have 206 
members located throughout California. 

Recreational boating and fishing are not only part of California’s heritage but are also a major economic driver. 
According to the Bureau of Economic Analysis Outdoor Recreation Satellite Account, Boating and Fishing in 
California generated $2,781,456,000 in 2020, dwarfing almost every other measured recreational sector. The 
approximately 7,670 square-miles covered by the proposed sanctuary is a popular area for recreational boating 
and fishing and these activities support MRAA members in the adjacent coastal communities. MRAA lauds the 
commitment to maintain access for recreational fishing and boating within the Sanctuary as outlined in the Goals 
Description of the Nomination Report issued June 2015. 

Furthermore, the MRAA is hopeful that if approved, the following Draft Management Plan for the Chumash 
Heritage National Marine Sanctuary will strike a balance between conservation, recreation, and access, to assure 
that the area remains available to public use and enjoyment for years to come. Currently, the California coast 
features 124 Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) of which 29 (28 MPAs and 1 marine recreational management area) 
are in the Central Coast region and cover 18% of State waters between Pigeon Point to Point Conception. Given 
the MPAs already in place, we hope that the Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary does not put further 
limitations on recreational boating and fishing on the Central Coast.  

Finally, the MRAA hopes that should the designation process move forward, a Sanctuary Advisory Council 
(SAC) is formed that represents a diverse group of stakeholders, including members of recreational boating and 
fishing community to provide input on the development of the Draft Management Plan. A comprehensive group 
of stakeholders on the SAC will help the Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary receive broad community 
support and hopefully result in a management plan that balances the interests of all stakeholders. Ultimately 
maintaining recreational uses while providing conservation and recognition of the areas cultural and natural 
resources. 

On behalf of the MRAA and our 206 California members, we thank you for the opportunity to provide input on 
the Proposed Designation of the Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary. Please do not hesitate to contact 



Chad Tokowicz, Government Relations Manager, at (978)-569-5127, or chad@mraa.com, if you have any other 
questions or would like to explore potential partnership opportunities. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Chad Tokowicz 
Government Relations Manager 
Marine Retailers Association of the Americas 
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