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DAX CETRARO demonstrates
the SWIG406 mobile app
at an MTA press conference
May 31 at Miller’s Crossing in
Helena.
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MTA launches mobile app
for free MT craft beverages

By Paul Tash
Montana, we have lift off.
The Montana Tavern
Association officially launched its
new mobile app call SWIG406
May 31 at simultaneous news conferences in Helena and Great Falls.
Several daily newspapers have
published stories on the
exciting new app.
“SWIG406 is all
about local beverages at
local bars,” said MTA
President Dax Cetraro
at the news conference
at Miller's Crossing in Helena. “It’s
a way to explore Montana, visiting
and experiencing some of
Montana’s original ‘Main Street’
small businesses first-hand.”
SWIG406 is a mobile phone
app that provides subscribers a free
Montana crafted beverage at participating bars and restaurants. Over
80 taverns and restaurants are participating now in SWIG406, with

several more in the process of signing up, Cetraro said.
Consumers download
SWIG406 for free from the App
Store or Google Play, then have the
option to subscribe to it for a $5
monthly fee. For that subscription,
app holders can travel to all participating establishments
throughout the state
and get a free
Montana-crafted beverage, brewed or distilled. Folks not fans of
microbrews or cocktails can get a different drink for
free. SWIG406 purchasers are eligible to get at least one free drink
per year at each participating tavern, although some bars may make
a free drink available more often.
As consumers travel into an
area, participating taverns and
restaurants closest to them will
show up at the top of the screen in
See LAUNCH Page 6

Gaming industry in play for sports betting

By Paul Tash
Montana Tavern Times
Montana's gaming businesses
are developing a proposal to take
to the 2019 Legislature to introduce sports betting into the state
following last month's Supreme
Court ruling that allows states to
offer that type of gambling.
Though many details need to
be addressed and no decisions have
been made, the proposal most certainly will involve licensed gaming
establishments as the venues for
sports betting, representatives said.
"That makes sense for
Montana," said John Iverson, lob-

byist and government affairs counsel for the Montana Tavern
Association, because gaming operators are already approved by the
state to offer gambling.
The sports-betting model most
discussed for Montana features a
kiosk linked to a legal "sportsbook" elsewhere in the country
(most are in Nevada) that provides
the betting procedures, odds, types
of bets, and other information
needed to wager on sports competitions. Sports bettors would connect
to the kiosk from their smart
phones or tablets using a mobile
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Supreme Court decision has
states scrambling to pass betting laws

Online news sources
The Supreme Court struck down a federal law that prohibits
sports gambling May 14 in a landmark decision that gives states
the go-ahead to legalize betting on sports.
The court ruled 6-3 to strike down the Professional and
Amateur Sports Protection Act, a 1992 law that barred state-authorized sports gambling with some exceptions. It made Nevada the
only state where a person could wager on the results of a single
game.
States that want to offer legal sports betting may now do so,
and New Jersey plans to be first. Delaware, Mississippi, New York,
Pennsylvania and West Virginia are among the states expected to
quickly get into the legal bookmaking game. In fact, some states
were scheduled to go live on Memorial Day.
The court ruled in favor of New Jersey and against the NCAA,
NFL, NBA, NHL and Major League Baseball, capping a nearly
six-year legal battle and overturning a federal statute that the sports
leagues had adamantly stood by for more than 20 years.
"Congress can regulate sports gambling directly, but if it elects
See DECISION Page 8
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All smiles at YCTA’s charity dinner

June 2018

By Paul Tash
Montana Tavern Times
A "Hi-Stakes Raffle" with
cash prizes totaling $7,000
was one of many highlights
during the Yellowstone County
Tavern Association's 44th
annual charity dinner May 12
at the Big Horn Resort in
Billings.
YCTA President Corey
Welter welcomed the large
crowd, thanking them for
helping the association follow
its mission "to provide, promote, and maintain the hospitality industry with a
commitment to the
community for
whom we serve."
"We do a lot of
good things for the
community," he said.
In addition, he
said, the YCTA is
continuing its legal
fight to overturn
"over-reaching"
smoking rules enacted last year by the
Billings health board.
The YCTA also
announced at the dinner that Brady
Ostermiller is the
recipient of this
year’s MSU-B
Endowment
Scholarship, designated for students
looking to enter the
hospitality industry.
The night also
featured a plated dinner, silent
auction, a live auction, a
50/50 raffle and a Heads or
Tails game with the winner
receiving a $900 white gold
and blue oval sapphire ring.
Laurie Hufnagel of
Stockman's Bank was the joyful winner of the ring.
Over the years the YCTA
has helped dozens and dozens
of local and state charities.
Those include the Billings
Food Bank, Flakesgiving,
Tumbleweed, Billings Women
and Family Shelter, MSU-B
Endowment Scholarship
Fund, Habitat for Humanity,
Family Services, Walleyes UnlimitedBillings Chapter, Landon's Legacy, Boys
& Girls Clubs of Yellowstone County, Big
Sky Honor Flight and the Wounded
Warrior Project.
In addition to President Welter,
YCTA's officers for 2018 are Vice
President Scotty Welter, Past President
Bobbie Hunter, Executive Secretary Lorna
Stern, State Director Jason Grubbs and
Alternate Director Jim Grubbs.
Area tavern owners wanting to join the
YCTA can call Lorna at 855-0778.
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THE YELLOWSTONE COUNTY Tavern Association’s
charity dinner produced a lot of smiles May 12 in
Billings. Top left, Paula Tasker makes a bid on a
silent auction item. Emcee Jason Palagi, top right,
reaches for a name during the Hi-Stakes Raffle. Matt
and Tiffany Bonner pose for a keep-sake photograph,
middle left. The Bonners own Reynolds Jewelry,
which donated a ring won by an excited Laurie
Hufnagel, above, in the Heads or Tails game. YCTA
President Corey Welter, left, welcomes guests to the
dinner.
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Opinion/Editorial

Liquor agency gets name change
Tavern
Times

By Becky Schlauch
Administrator
Alcoholic Beverage Control
The Liquor Control Division
name is going away and will
become the Alcoholic Beverage
Control Division. The Division is
responsible for MCA Title 16,
which is the Montana Alcoholic
Beverage Code and encompasses all types of alcoholic
beverages, not just liquor.
The name is being updated
to better reflect what it is we do.
We have begun the slow
process of updating our name,
but it will take time to get everything changed. We started with
the organizational chart that the
governor approves and are
moving into the administrative
rules where our division name
is referenced.
We will then start tackling
forms, letters and publications

T

he name is
being updated
to better reflect
what it is we do.

Becky Schlauch
as well as business cards,
name badges, email signatures, voicemails and much
more. You’d be amazed at how
many different places the division name shows up!
We will continue to serve
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the public with the same great
customer service they have
become accustomed to, just
with a different name.
Within the division, we have
the Liquor Distribution Bureau,
which is responsible for main-

taining a regulated channel of
distribution by fulfilling the public demand for distilled spirits
and fortified wines through
agency liquor stores; the
Licensing and Compliance
Bureau, which is tasked with
licensing or permitting any person or entity that wishes to
manufacture, sell, import or distribute alcoholic beverages
within our state as well as
ensuring they comply with the
rules and regulations established; and the Operations
Bureau, which is in charge of
the overall operations of the
division as well as the alcohol
education program, Let’s
Control It, and providing general education to a wide variety of
entities on topics addressing
responsible sales and consumption of alcoholic beverages.

Tavern Timetable
— UPCOMING EVENTS —

June 6 MTA board meeting, Heritage Inn, Great Falls
July 10 Tri-County LBA charity fundraiser, Helena
Sept. 10-13 MTA Convention and Trade Show, Missoula
Oct. 4 GIA board meeting, Best Bet, Helena
Oct. 5 Gaming Advisory Council, GCD offices, Helena

— STANDING DATES —

2nd Tues. of month
1st & 3rd Wed. month
2nd Mon. of month
Quarterly (call)
1st Thurs. of month
2nd Wed. of month
2nd Wed. of month
2nd Tues. of month
1st Tues. of quarter
3rd Thurs. of month
Last Tues. of month
2nd Thurs of month
2nd Thur. of month
2nd Tues. of month
Last Wed. of month
1st Mon. of month
2nd Tues. of month
1st Thurs. of month

Carbon/Stillwater TA 328-4807
Cascade Co. TA 453-9567
Central Montana TA 366-9633
Flathead Co. TA 270-8069
Hi-Line TA 265-9551
North Lake Co. TA 844-3372
Lincoln Co. TA 293-4493
Miles City TA 234-3164
Missoula Co. TA 728-0030
Park County TA 222-0665
Ravalli Co. TA 821-1853
Richland Co. TA 433-4354
Sheridan-Richland-Daniels 474-2358
Silver Bow TA 494-6062
Southwest Montana TA 835-2150
Toole Co. TA 434-2442
Tri-County LBA 475-3125
Yellowstone TA 855-0778
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Legislature’s ‘off-season’ very busy, too
Tavern
Times

By John Iverson
MTA Lobbyist
Montana’s two-year political
cycle has a couple different
“seasons.” The compact legislative session occurs every
odd-numbered year from
January to April. In the lead-up
to each session, I’m busy educating legislators and regulators, working on committees,
and talking with tavern owners
about issues important to you.
The work I do on your
behalf during this “off-season”
lays the groundwork that is critical to having a successful legislative session – a session that
can move fast and furious once
underway.
So exactly what have I been
up to? In the last 30 days, I’ve
been on the road, visiting cities
across our great state to meet
with dozens of legislators and
legislative candidates. I’m
reaching out to these folks to
talk about the critical and complex issues facing tavern owners. In addition to my recent
travels to Conrad, Butte, Great
Falls, Billings, and Fairmont, I
meet with legislators whenever
they’re in Helena, which
lessens my travel time.
That being said, I am
always happy to take a trip to

W

John Iverson
your neighborhood and meet
with you and your local area
legislators or legislative candidates. If this interests you,
please contact me and we’ll get
it scheduled. Remember, it’s
important that the people running to be representatives
understand the issues that
impact your business and family. If we don’t tell them, who
will?
When the legislature is not
in session, interim committees
meet in the Capitol. The
Economic Affairs Interim
Committee is charged with the
oversight of alcohol. Lately, I
have been spending a fair
amount of time before this

hen not visiting with legislators or working on
interim committees,
I often meet with
regulators to discuss
tavern issues.

committee working on some of
the drafting flaws that occurred
on SB5, the bill that created the
liquor license auction process.
When not visiting with legislators or working on interim
committees, I often meet with
regulators to discuss issues
important to tavern owners.
Over the last month I have had
multiple contacts with the
Montana Department of Justice
and Department of Revenue to
work on issues that are directly
impacting our fellow business
owners. I delivered a report to
the Gaming Advisory Council on
what we expect to see in the
2019 Legislative Session and
attended an Alcohol Industry

Coalition meeting. I also just
returned from the Gaming
Industry Association’s meeting.
I expect that the 2019
Legislative Session is going to
be an active year for MTA
members, especially considering the recent U.S. Supreme
Court ruling on sports betting.
Whether you are excited to
bring sports betting into your
establishment or you don’t think
that it has a place in Montana,
know that we anticipate legislation to be proposed, and it will
likely impact your business.
The off-season is a great
time to update your contact
information with the MTA.
When legislation affecting your
business is proposed during
our intense legislative session,
I’ll need to contact members
immediately. Hearing from you
ASAP can make or break a bill.
This is the power of your MTA.
As you all know, there’s
never a dull moment when
you’re in the hospitality industry. I enjoy the work I do representing your interests in Helena
and around the state. If you
would like to plan a meet-andgreet with legislators and/or
candidates, or if you have any
questions, I am always here to
help.

GCD website has new way to answer questions
By Anne Gerken
GCD Communications
Recent visitors to the
Gambling Control Division webpage might have noticed a little
black box in the lower righthand corner of the screen,
beckoning users. If you have a
question and are looking for
answers, we encourage you to
click on the box and check out
our Interactive FAQs. The chatbot is the latest addition to our
webpage and offers a quick fix
for many gambling or licensingrelated questions.
It’s simple: click the box and
follow the posted instructions.
Send the bot (and us) your
question by using the paper airplane icon after typing it in. A
single-word-topic or full sentence can be used. You can
also choose from a list of questions if you aren’t sure.
We are working to cover as
much ground as possible with

A

Anne Gerken
the bot and a soon-to-be-published list of FAQs. We’ve tried
to include as much information
as we could offer in general
terms. For example, you can
learn more about the law from
bingo to VGMs – we cover institutional loans, raffles, shake-adays, social card games, and

s we’ve
watched
chatbots become
more widely used,
we have been
excited to try one
out on our page.

sports pools (to name a few).
After the user clicks “done”
they can provide feedback and
rate the bot from one to five
stars. This way we can measure our progress, but this step
can be skipped to save time.
If your question isn’t listed,
an email can be entered so we

can provide an answer to your
question directly. This information is private; by including an
email address, you are not
automatically added to any lists
and staff at the division are the
only ones who can see it – but
the choice is yours.
Although providing an email
is the best way to get a specific
answer, we also use the submitted questions to enhance the
chatbot for better service. Like
a good saddle, the bot is
refined with use. As new questions are posed, we get closer
to our goal. When we process
new questions, we add them to
the list and make them publicly
available as soon as possible.
As we’ve watched chatbots
become more widely used, we
have been excited to try one
out on our page. It’s been helpful so far and we hope you’ll
agree. Give it a try and let us
know what you think!
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the app. Within SWIG406, a list of
all participating establishments
appears. Each one has their own
profile that patrons can view to
find their address, hours, pictures
and specials.
Additionally, SWIG406 provides the ability to mark a location
as a favorite, check out their social
media pages, and request a ride if
they need one.
Plus, consumers can give
SWIG406 as a gift.

“If it’s a friend’s
birthday, you can send
them a one-month,
two-month, all the way
up to a 12-month subscription of SWIG406,"
said Cetraro, a license holder who manages three establishments. "It makes a great
present.”
The idea came from a bar
owner and MTA member in rural
Montana.
“I thought, how can I give
people a reason to experience my
business, my town?” said Tanya
Harper, owner of the Pioneer Bar

• Karoake 7 nights a week 9 p.m. to 2 a.m.
• Newest Poker, Keno and Line Games
Queen of Hearts
• Packaged Liquor To-Go
Card Club
• Great Drink Prices
Best Live Poker Action in Town
in the Queen of Hearts Card Room.
crystalloungebillings.com

101 North 28th Street • Billings, Montana • 406-259-0010
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in
Cut Bank. “Everyone is
on their phone, so I brought the
idea of mobile phone app to the
MTA and now taverns and restaurants across the state are participating.”
The app has the support of
many of the craft drink producers.
“We are excited that the
Montana Tavern Association has
initiated this effort to support
Montana-made products,” said
KettleHouse Founder Tim
O’Leary. “We see beer drinkers
everywhere supporting locally
made beers. It makes great sense
for the MTA to help point customers towards our Montana
brands.”
A Montana distiller in Ennis
agrees.
“We are excited about
SWIG406 and its potential to bring
more awareness to Montana small
spirits manufacturers,” said Robin
Blazer of Willie’s Distillery, Inc.
“What’s great about getting to

try a free Montana-crafted beer,
for example, is it gives you the
freedom to try a beer you
might never have tried otherwise,” said MTA Executive
Director Margaret Herriges. “If
I don’t like it, big deal, it was
free. If I do like it, I’m much
more likely to order it again
and look for it in my local
grocery store, too. It allows me to
explore Montana a whole new
way, through the craft beverages
made right here in our fabulous
state.”
“You can download the app
for free and see all the great information about the local watering
holes across Montana,” said
Cetraro, “but if you want to
redeem for the free drinks, you
simply do an in-app subscription
for $5 a month.”
"SWIG406 is truly about supporting Montana: the Montana
small businesses who serve the
drinks, the manufacturers who create the drinks and the backbone of
Montana, the farmers who grow
the grains that make these fine
beverages possible."
For more information about
SWIG406 go to SWIG406.com.
Taverns wanting to participate in
SWIG406 can contact Herriges at
(406) 442-5040. A logo and some
information about the tavern needs
to provide to participate.

FAQs, card, guide to aid operators
June 2018
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GCD, others report
to gaming council

By Paul Tash
Montana Tavern Times
The state's Gambling Control
Division (GCD) has recently
released some information it has
developed to help state gaming
operators in range of ways, GCD
Administrator Angela Nunn told
Gaming Advisory Council at its
quarterly meeting May 11 in
Helena.
The GCD recently updated its
website with a new, interactive
Frequently Asked Questions section. Spearheaded by Anne Gerkin,
the GCD's communication specialist, the FAQs section features a
chatbot that can be used to ask specific questions on licensing, regulations, or gaming in general (for
more information on the FAQs, see
Gerkin's column on Page 5).
"It was a big project," Nunn
said. "The response has been great.
We're very excited about it."
The division also released a
4x9 rack card that outlines ways to
prevent VGM ticket fraud. The
card features a comprehensive
checklist to detect and prevent
ticket fraud and spells out the procedure to follow once a fraudulent
ticket is detected.
In addition, the division has
developed a shake-a-day guide that
outlines the proper procedure to
run a legal shake-a-day game. The
dice game is popular in many taverns, but has some specific rules.
"This resource is available
online," Nunn said.
The GCD will begin work soon
on its biennial report for 2017-18,
she said. The report will incorporate results of GAC meetings, as
well as division action, in the last
two years.
"We will present the report to
the legislature in January," Nunn
said.
Later, Nunn discussed efforts
by a GAC subcommittee working
on finding additional funding
sources for the GCD. The GCD –
responsible for maintaining a fair
and uniform regulatory gambling
climate and for collecting gambling revenue for state and local
governments – is funded mostly by
the $240 gaming-machine permit
fee paid annually by the state’s
gaming operators. The permit fee
has been raised several times over
the years, but those increases have
not kept pace with rising operating
costs, despite successful efforts by
the GCD to cut costs and improve
efficiency, Nunn said.
She said the division is currently "underspending our budget

Paul Tash photo

GAMBLING CONTROL Division Administrator Angela Nunn discusses a topic during the Gaming Advisory Council meeting May
11 in Helena. At right is Sen. Mark Blasdel, a council member.

authority," which is "buying us
time ... to find a long-term solution."
The subcommittee is discussing
several funding options, including
the potential to create an initial
application fee and/or an application renewal fee for gaming operators. Other possibilities include
charging machine manufacturers
for time the state’s Technical
Services Lab spends in the
machine-approval process and
charging the Liquor Control
Division more for helping the LCD
with its investigations.
The GCD and the GAC subcommittee will continue to work
on the funding issue, Nunn said.

Pools and tabs

In other action, the Gaming
Advisory Council endorsed a recommendation that only liquor
licensees with a gambling endorsement be allowed to run sports
pools and tabs in Montana.
The Council had voted at its
previous meeting in January to
limit the ability to sell sports pools
and tabs to liquor license holders,
but the most recent action further
restricts that ability to licensees
who hold a gambling endorsement.
The GCD raised the issue initially
in an effort to bring consistency to
current law regarding who can run
pools and tabs.
Council member Steve Morris
made the motion to restrict the
sales of sports pools and tabs to
licensees with gambling endorsements because "it's a form of gambling."
Council member Merle Frank
agreed.

The move would give the
Gambling Control Division "clear
authority" to regulate boards and
tabs, he said, and would "streamline" the regulation regarding those
gambling options.
The motion carried and will
become part of the GAC's legislation to be presented to the 2019
Legislature.

New lab guide

In other council action, Ben
Kamerzel, supervisor of the state's
Technical Services Lab, reported
that lab staff have nearly completed a "comprehensive review and
rewrite" of rules and regulations
for gaming manufacturers to follow. The new guide should be finished by late May, he said, and
should result in "faster approvals"
of gaming machines.
Kamerzel also said the lab has
been "slammed" with several
machine submissions this spring,
with approval of new games from
IGT and Grand Vision Gaming
expected soon. In addition, four
other new machines are in the
development phase, he said.
He also noted that over 1,000
of the state's 16,000 machines are
now hooked into the state's Tier 1
system for electronic reporting.
Touted as a more convenient and
quick method of reporting, Tier 1
remains voluntary.

Expected legislation

In discussion about potential
legislation expected in 2019, the
council heard from several industry
groups, including John Iverson,
lobbyist and government affairs
counsel for the Montana Tavern

Association. Iverson said he
expects another attempt to legalize
Blackjack, which the industry is
opposed to. He also expects craft
brewers to seek "expanded retail
privileges" and more challenges to
the state's liquor-license quota system, despite the system's mandate
to "protect the public" and its
proven track record in doing so.
In addition, Iverson and other
lobbyists expect "a lot of activity"
regarding the potential legalization
of sports betting in Montana. (The
Supreme Court just a few days
after the GAC meeting struck
down a federal law that prohibits
sports gambling and gives states
the go-ahead to legalize betting on
sports. See related story on Page
1.)
Iverson also said the MTA, the
Gaming Industry Association, and
other industry groups have been
working with the state to ease
some of new requirements of the
liquor license "short form." Form
37/39 is used by tavern and casino
owners to make certain changes, in
the event of a death or change in
location, to their liquor licenses
through the state departments of
Revenue and Justice.
Tavern and casino businesses
have become frustrated with new
requests by investigators, including
new financial disclosures, that
many times extends the simple
process and forces licensees to hire
attorneys to help navigate the
process.
And in more council action,
Brad Longcake, executive director
of the industry-funded Montana
Council on Problem Gambling
(MCPG), reported that the MCPG
has seen a 10 percent increase in
usage so far this year. He attributed
the increase to recent efforts by the
MCPG to improve awareness of
the council and its resources to
help problem gamblers.
The MCPG has developed
posters and coasters available to
casinos to display, has redesigned
its website, and pushed a public
relations effort in March for
Problem Gambling Awareness
Month.
Longcake also announced that
he has been elected to the National
Council on Problem Gambling.
"It's an honor," he said. "It
gives me a great opportunity to
highlight the successes in Montana
to other parts of the country."
He also thanked the MCPG's
industry partners for their support.
"We couldn't do it without
you," he said. "Thanks for your
support."
The next GAC meeting is
scheduled for Friday, Oct. 5, in
Helena at the GCD office.
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app and actually place bets using
their phone or tablet.
The kiosk systems use
"geofencing" to limit play within
the "boundaries of your building,"
said Steve Arntzen, an owner of
Century Gaming, based in Billings.
Geofencing is the use of GPS technology to create a virtual geographic boundary, enabling software to trigger a response when a
mobile device enters or leaves a
particular area.
"It's that accurate," Arntzen

Decision

from Page 1
not to do so, each State is free to
act on its own," the court wrote its
opinion. "Our job is to interpret the
law Congress has enacted and
decide whether it is consistent with
the Constitution. PASPA is not."

The leagues first sued former
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie in
August 2012 and won every step
of the way¬ – until June, when the
Supreme Court decided to take the
case. Oral arguments were heard
Dec. 4, and the justices ruled five
months later.
Christie tweeted after the ruling
that it was a "great day for the
rights of states and their people to
make their own decisions."

New Jersey's current governor,
Phil Murphy, also cheered the ruling, saying he was "thrilled" to see
the high court strike down the
"arbitrary ban." He said in a statement that he looks forward to
working with the legislature to
"enact a law authorizing and regulating sports betting in the very
near future."
The impact will be widespread.
For nearly 26 years, Nevada has

June 2018
said, adding that sports-betting
kiosks are available now.

GIA Executive Director Neil
Peterson said the Supreme Court
ruling doesn't impact Montana
until the Legislature changes the
current law. In the meantime, state
gaming representatives working
diligently investigating sports-betting possibilities.
"We're researching what's

being done across the world,"
Peterson said.
The Montana Coin Machine
Operators Association has already
commissioned a study on the feasibility of sports-betting in Montana,
said Ronda Wiggers, the group's
lobbyist.
A big revenue boost from
sports betting isn't likely for gaming operators, she added, but it
could attract more people to the
gaming establishments.
"It could generate traffic for
your location," Wiggers said.
Arntzen agreed.
"It's a potential traffic generator," Arntzen said, "but not a huge
profit generator."

With the growth of gaming revenues stagnating across the state,
anything helps.
"We need to get people into our
establishments," Arntzen said.
Ironically, Montana has always
had the option of legalizing sports
betting. The 1992 Sports Act that
the Supreme Court struck down
last month actually exempted
Montana, Nevada, Oregon, and
Delaware, but only Nevada had the
gambling infrastructure and environment to make it viable. Now,
however, technological advancements, the growing acceptance of
gambling, and finally the Supreme
Court action has changed the game
for every state.

been the only state allowed to offer
a full menu of sports betting
options. A record $4.8 billion was
wagered at Nevada sportsbooks in
2017.
New Jersey, with its much larger population, is expecting even
bigger things. So are other states,
with more than a dozen having
introduced sports betting bills this
year.
As the case played out over the
past six years, the NBA and MLB
pivoted their position on expanding
legal sports betting and began lobbying on the issue in several states,
including Connecticut, Illinois,
Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, New
York and West Virginia.
"We remain in favor of a federal framework that would provide a
uniform approach to sports gambling in states that choose to permit it, but we will remain active in
ongoing discussions with state legislatures," NBA commissioner
Adam Silver said in a statement.
"Regardless of the particulars of
any future sports betting law, the
integrity of our game remains our
highest priority."
MLB said in a statement that
the ruling will have "profound
effects" and that it will "continue
to seek the proper protections for

our sport, in partnership with other
professional sports."
"Our most important priority is
protecting the integrity of our
games," MLB's statement said.
The NFL, NHL and NCAA, on
the other hand, have sat on the
sideline awaiting the ruling.
"The NFL's long-standing and
unwavering commitment to protecting the integrity of our game
remains absolute," the league said.
"Congress has long-recognized the
potential harms posed by sports
betting to the integrity of sporting
contests and the public confidence
in these events. Given that history,
we intend to call on Congress
again, this time to enact a core regulatory framework for legalized
sports betting."
Tony Clark, the head of the
Major League Baseball Players
Association, called the ruling
"monumental, with far-reaching
implications for baseball players
and the games we love." Clark said
the topic must be addressed
"urgently and thoughtfully to avoid
putting our sport's integrity at risk
as states proceed with legislation."
The U.S. joins other jurisdictions that allow legal sports betting, including Canada, the United
Kingdom, Australia and France.

To start, it's likely that bets will
have to be placed at brick-andmortar establishments, but states
are making plans to offer mobile
sports betting in the future.
One research firm estimated
before the ruling that if the
Supreme Court were to strike
down PASPA, 32 states would likely offer sports betting within five
years. The American Gaming
Association estimates that
Americans illegally wager about
$150 billion on sports each year.
Geoff Freeman, the president
and CEO of the American Gaming
Association, said in a statement
that the court's decision is "a victory for the millions of Americans
who seek to bet on sports in a safe
and regulated manner."
"Today's ruling makes it possible for states and sovereign tribal
nations to give Americans what
they want: an open, transparent,
and responsible market for sports
betting," Freeman said. "Through
smart, efficient regulation this new
market will protect consumers,
preserve the integrity of the games
we love, empower law enforcement to fight illegal gambling, and
generate new revenue for states,
sporting bodies, broadcasters and
many others.

Questions over any sports-betting system in Montana are many.
Will bet types and amounts be limited? Will payouts be limited? How
will large winnings be paid out?
These and many other details will
have to be worked out.

Court rejects liquor store discount argument

June 2018

Lee Newspapers
The Montana Supreme Court overturned a
$34.9 million judgment against the state in a
lawsuit brought by liquor store owners who
challenged the way the Department of Revenue
reimbursed them for a case discount they were
required to give bars.
The owners argued in 2014 that when privatizing state liquor stores in the mid-1990s the
Legislature did not fully or equally reimburse
the stores for the 8 percent discount, and that
lawmakers created a formula that harmed stores
that increased their case sales.
In 2015, District Judge Greg Pinski of Great
Falls ruled the law setting the reimbursement
formula was unconstitutional. Last year he
ordered the state to pay $14.8 million in damages for undercompensating store owners, $11.3
million in interest and $8.7 million in attorney
fees.
The Supreme Court ruled May 16 that the

Overcast
takes over
GVG sales
KALE OVERCAST

Grand Vision Gaming, a game
manufacturer based in Billings, has
announced a change in its sales
team in Montana.
Kale Overcast has been hired
to represent GVG in Montana, taking over the region from Dana
Waggener, who will concentrate on
sales in South Dakota.
"I'm excited to come and work
for a great organization like GVG,"
Overcast told the Montana Tavern
Times recently. "Grand Vision has
a great track record in Montana.
I'm looking forward to telling its
story."
Overcast spent the last few
years in sales in the agriculture
industry in Lewistown. Before that,
he worked several years for a beer
distributor in Havre.
"I look forward to visiting
operators across the state," he said.
"I enjoy the customers, the organizations, and people the industry."
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Legislature did not intend to fully reimburse
store owners for the case discounts, or the 1995
legislation would have been written that way.
Lawmakers in 2007 did not act on another bill
that called for a full reimbursement, demonstrating that "the Legislature rejected a full reimbursement in favor of a partial offset," Justice
Laurie McKinnon wrote in the 7-0 ruling.
Justices noted the bill that created the reimbursement formula was a compromise among all
the major groups affected by the privatization of
state liquor stores, including employees, agents,
liquor licensees, liquor suppliers and the
Department of Revenue.
Prior to privatization, the Department of
Revenue fully reimbursed state liquor stores for
providing case discounts. The change with privatization indicates the Legislature intended to
alter the way it reimbursed the required case discounts, McKinnon wrote.
Jonathan McDonald, an attorney for the

liquor store owners, said they respect the
Supreme Court's decision.
"But we join our clients and the District
Court judge in our belief that it is not acceptable
for the government to treat its agency stores differently, exacting huge sums from some while
fully reimbursing others. Especially when the
government admitted its mistake after we filed
this case by changing the law in 2015 to treat all
of the agency stores the same," McDonald said.
The case was brought by Duane C.
Kohoutek Inc. and Nobles Inc. of Great Falls,
Bucher Sales LLC of Cut Bank and Spirits Plus
LLC of Baker on behalf of themselves and other
liquor stores.
Revenue Director Gene Walborn said the
agency would have had to ask the Legislature to
appropriate the $35 million had the state lost its
appeal. The Montana Legislature held a special
session in November to address an expected
$227 million budget shortfall.

From cop to bar owner, and back
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Rescuing kids,
starting charities
all part of journey

By Margaret Herriges
MTA Executive Director
Bill Henne walks into a room
and he fills it, with his wide
brimmed hat and his trademark
vests, he looks every inch the
Montana cowboy. But he actually
started out as a cop in King
County, WA. Today he’s the owner
of Lawdog’s in the tiny Montana
town of Elliston.
Bill was born and raised in
Eastern Washington. His mom
dated a cop who worked the night
shift and every morning he’d wake
Bill up and tell him all about his
night. After a two-year stint in the
Marines working as an air traffic
controller, Henne became a cop in
King County on Valentine’s Day
1972.
He worked homicide and robbery, with occasional gigs in
bombing and kidnapping. It was a
kidnapping call that changed the
course of Henne’s history . . . and
the history of 131 missing children.
A parental abduction case came
in. A father had kidnapped his twoyear-old.
“There were no real laws for
parental abduction back them,”
Henne explained, “but we got that
child back.”
He was so inspired by that case
that he went into the Civil Section
of the department and asked how
many other cases there were. There
were six more parental abductions
and within a month and a half,

BILL HENNE sits on his motorcyle
recently. The former cop from
Washington purchased Lawdog’s
Saloon in Elliston, and now is selling
it to pursue private investigating.
Henne had found them all. This
was side work, something he
wasn’t even officially supposed to
be doing, but he did it so well,
those in command let him keep
working the cases.
He worked with the Family and
Friends of Missing Children and
Violent Crime Victims to draft
laws concerning parental abductions in Washington. Those laws
are still in place today. All told, he
rescued 131 children who were
kidnapping victims.
“I remember every case I ever
worked. And you have to remember, this was all before computers
and cell phones.”
He even helped get the photos
of missing children on milk cartons.
Henne left law enforcement in
Seattle in 1986 after losing two
partners in the line of duty and

going through a terrible divorce. It
was about this time he moved to
Montana and got remarried. He
was here hunting when he saw a
job advertised with the Ravalli
County Sheriff’s Office.
After a couple years, his wife
Becky got a job in Butte, so he
moved with her and started a private investigation business. It was
shortly after that he noticed an ad
from the State Department and
United Nations, looking for officers to conduct police training in
Kosovo. He was one of 660 people
recruited from that ad. He went to
Kosovo and rose through the ranks
rapidly.
“I promised my wife I’d only
be there for a year, so when that
year was done, I came home to be
with her.”
That stint was followed by a
job as the Criminal Investigator for

the Montana Lottery. He and
Becky were living in Elliston by
then and he started bartending at
Stoner’s.
“I like the people,” Bill said.
“It’s not the same camaraderie as
in law enforcement but it’s not the
‘I’ve got woes’ talk that people
think happens with bartenders. We
talk about ... nothing: hunting and
fishing. We don’t talk politics and
we don’t talk religion. I’ve made a
lot of friends doing that. Lots of
vets come in and we just talk.”
After three years of bartending
on the side, Henne bought the bar
and renamed it Lawdog’s.
“My daughter and I love the
movie Tombstone. There’s a scene
where Wyatt Earp is dealing cards
and cowboys come in and say, ‘We
don’t need no Kansas City lawdogs
here’. That’s where the name
comes from.”
And that bulldog on the sign?
“That’s the Marine bulldog,” he
said. “We added a badge and cowboy hat and that’s how Lawdog’s
came to be.”
Through the years, Henne has
been involved with many projects
that benefit others. In 1984 he
began the Lawman 1000 Charity
Motorcycle Ride in Seattle. It was
1,000 miles in two days, and he
started it to help raise money for a
friend with MS. That first year it
had 126 riders and raised $26,000,
“and the weather was rainy and so
awful we didn’t know if we’d ever
do it again.”
By the third year over 1,000
motorcycles participated and over
the years it raised $5-6 million.
“We started one here in
Montana, too, for the Hope Project
and raised $485,000,” Henne said.
“One thousand miles in two days is
hard and you have to push yourself. We need to push our bodies
to the limit because that’s what
these sick kids have to do.”
Sadly, this project died when
Henne left for Kosovo, and no one
else stepped in to take the lead.
And now, the Hennes are selling Lawdog’s.
“I miss law enforcement
tremendously,” Henne said, so he’s
opened Lawman’s Private
Investigations. And there’s a buyer
for the saloon, who is going
through the arduous process with
the state to become a liquorlicense holder.
Through the years Henne has
become famous – for his chili,
great steak nights and the camaraderie he’s built at Lawdog’s
Saloon in Elliston, but also for
those 10-gallon hats and the amazing number of children this cowboy with the big heart has rescued
and helped.

GIA meets to discuss several topics

June 2018
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Discussions,
poker, technology
mark convention

By Paul Tash
Montana Tavern Times
The Gaming Industry
Association of Montana held its
28th annual convention May 22-23
at Fairmont Hot Springs Resort,
providing members, casino operators, and other industry representatives an opportunity to see the latest in gaming technology, discuss
industry topics, and play in the
GIA's popular poker tournament.
The GIA's board meeting took
place on the second day and featured a lively discussion on the
potential for sports betting in
Montana (see story on Page 1).
The GIA also discussed a variety
of other topics.
Angela Nunn, administrator for
the Gambling Control Division,
reviewed for the GIA board the latest video gaming machine (VGM)
statistics. Third quarter stats
showed revenues "hovering around
the $15 million mark," about the
same amount in the previous three
years in the same period.
"There's not a lot of movement
over the last few years," Nunn
said.
She also said the GCD is working on templates for sports boards
and pools that will help operators
run those games legally. Currently,
13 different types of sports boards
are legal in Montana. Operators
will be able to download and print
the templates off the GCD website,
Nunn said.
Nunn also said a Frequently
Asked Questions section on the
website "rolled out in May" and
has received a good response.
"I encourage people to check it
out," she said.
Additionally, the GCD has
developed a guide on how to operate shake-a-day games that is also
available on the website. Guides
for Calcutta games, casino nights,
and raffles are planned, she added.
The GCD is also revising several administrative rules, though
the revisions involve mostly language "cleanup" – updating technological terms, for example – and
don't have "a lot of substance," she
said.
On another GCD issue, Nunn
said the division will be developing legislation that will require
anyone wanting to run sports pools
or tabs to have a liquor license
with a gambling endorsement, following a recommendation by the
Gaming Advisory Council. Current
law doesn't specify who can offer

Paul Tash photos

STEVE ARNTZEN of Century
Gaming, center, makes a point
on sports betting while Dave
Campbell (Diamond Jim's),
left, and Clint Lohman (Gold
Dust Casino) listen on during
the GIA board meeting May 23
in Fairmont.
BLAINE BOWMAN, right, won
the GIA's annual Freeze-Out
poker tournament during the
GIA convention in May at
Fairmont, while Neil Peterson,
left, finished second. Joel
Kittleson finished third.
sports pools, and Nunn said the
legislation will bring "consistency
in law."

Buzz-in discussion

The GIA also discussed an
issue concerning "buzz-in systems"
that some casinos are installing to
lock the doors during late night
hours of operation to improve
security. Patrons have to buzz in,
and an attendant or manager
unlocks the door.
However, Department of
Revenue rules state licensed establishment can never lock their doors
during hours they're open, primarily to allow unannounced investigator walk-throughs.
GIA board member Steve
Arntzen said operators should be
able to use security-enhancing
buzz-in systems later at night.
"Investigators don't go out on
walk-throughs after 9 p.m.," he
said. "And nobody has the buzz-in
systems turned on during the day."
GIA Executive Director Neil
Peterson and other board members
agreed.
"We'll keep pushing forward on
it," said Peterson, who added that
he'll look into getting an administrative rule change, or even new
legislation if needed, to ensure
buzz-in systems are allowed.
In other business, Peterson
reviewed the upcoming legislative

JERRY BOHANON of
Interstate Merchant Services
makes a presentation about
his company’s debit-card system during the GIA board
meeting last month.

and statewide political races for the
board. Peterson said the House will
have about a third of new members, and he emphasized the importance of getting to know legislative
candidates, especially.
"Make contact with those
folks," he said. "Get to know them
and educate them on the industry's
issues."

Debit-card system

The board also heard a presentation by Jerry Bohanon of
Interstate Merchant Services (IMS)
about a new debit-card system now
available for Montana casinos. The
system acts as a back-up to an
operation's ATM and allows customers to take out additional funds
from their bank after they've
reached they're bank-imposed daily
limit for withdrawals. Limits can
be set on the IMS system, as well.
"It's a no-risk transaction for
the casino," Bohanon said. "We
provide all the equipment and
training."
The IMS system virtually eliminates bad checks, he added,

because operators who have the
system direct customers to the
ATM connected to the IMS equipment to obtain cash.
Dax Cetraro, who manages
three operations, is a believer in
the IMS system.
"It's been a positive experience
for us," he said. "Our ATM revenues have increased dramatically."
"There's no reason not to try
it," Bohanon said. "There's no fee,
no downside."
The GIA board scheduled its
next meeting for Oct. 4 in Helena.
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Liquor Biz

June brings a hodge-podge of news accounts

By Paul F. Vang
Hey! It’s June, and hopefully
it’s safe to plant tomatoes and
Chile peppers. Growing warm
weather plants in Butte is a challenge, but I love growing the makings for salsa in my garden and the
results are great with beer and
chips.
There’s no dominant theme this
month, so we have lots of topics
for an early summer day.

AB InBev happenings

Considering Anheuser-Busch
InBev is the world’s biggest beer
company, we could fill this column
with just their news. We’ll spare
you that, but here’s a roundup of
what’s going on.
Last month I reported AB
InBev’s announcement on their
investment in renewable energy.
This past month, as reported by
brewbound.com, they backed up
that commitment with plans to purchase upwards of 800 hydrogenelectric powered semi-trucks from
Nikola Motor Company.
Michel Doukeris, CEO of A-B
North America said in a press
release, “The transport industry …
is ripe for innovative solutions and
Nikola is leading the way with
hydrogen-electric zero-emission
capabilities …”
A-B will begin receiving the
trucks in 2020 and Nikola will take
five years to fill the order.
According to truck experts, the
deal could be worth $720 million.
It’s not yet a done deal, but it
appears that AB InBev is continuing plans with Keurig, the singleserve coffee maker people, to
develop an in-home alcohol system, according to radio station
WCAX in Burlington, Vermont.
Neither company is releasing
details, but Keurig is investing in
renovations in a facility in
Williston VT that previously was

used in a failed attempt to develop
a cold soft drinks system.
AB InBev is ramping up marketing efforts in preparation for the
World Cup soccer championships.
The World Cup will take place in
Russia, where the beer market is
actually dominated by Carlsberg.
According to Bloomberg, the ad
campaign will start with a TV ad
featuring hundreds of drones flying
beer bottles from St. Louis to Rio
de Janeiro, Shanghai, British pubs,
and finally at Moscow’s football
stadium.
Finally, Law 360 reports that a
group of beer drinkers are trying to
revive legal efforts for anti-trust
action to undo the merger between
AB InBev and SABMiller.

Drinking study halted

The National Institutes of
Health (NIH) has ordered a halt to
a $100 million, 10-year study that
had been largely funded by the
alcoholic beverage industry.
According to the Washington
Post, the study began in 2014, after
two scientists and a federal health
official pitched the idea to liquor
company executives at a gathering
in Palm Beach, Florida.
The industry agreed to fund the
research via a private foundation
that supports NIH. The study,
which involves 7,000 individuals,
is to assess whether moderate

Buying or selling
your business? I can help!

• Specializing in putting buyers and sellers
together for merger and acquisition of businesses
• Past beer and wine wholesaler in Montana and
Arizona
• 22 years experience in alcohol-related businesses
• Seeking listings in Tavern, Restaurant and
Gaming Industry

“I’m looking forward to meeting many of my old-time
friends and getting to know new acquaintances. If I’m
given the opportunity to work for you, I don’t believe
you will find anyone who will work harder than I will.”

drinking—a single drink a day—
has a health benefit.
NIH Director Francis Collins
told a Senate subcommittee that
while the NIH has sought partnerships with industries for funding,
he acknowledged that such funding
carries a risk for NIH because the
research might be seen as compromised by industry interests.
His concerns led Collins in
April to reject plans to use funds
from the pharmaceutical industry
for research on opioid addiction
and the quest for non-narcotic pain
treatments.

Changing tastes

The tastes of American
drinkers are changing, according to
the Wall Street Journal, and those
changes are part of why the major
beer companies have shrinking
markets.
According to the article, alcohol consumption is stalling, intensifying a struggle between brewers,
distillers and winemakers for a
shrinking pool of drinkers, and in
that struggle, beer has been losing
out, especially among younger
drinkers.
Gavin Hattersley, CEO of
MillerCoors, commenting on
falling sales, conceded that millennial drinkers are “shifting from
beer to wine and spirits.”
AB InBev said that both Bud
Light and Budweiser brands continue to lose U.S. market share,
even though the company is in the
midst of a multiyear campaign to
turn those brands around. AB
InBev acknowledged that their latest campaign, “Dilly Dilly,” which
features a medieval king with a
taste for Bud Light, hasn’t built
sales. Nevertheless, the company,
noted for its ability to squeeze
costs, has increased revenues in the
first quarter of the year, also thanks
to sales of higher-priced beers.
Constellation Brands Inc, however, which has U.S. rights for
Mexican beer brands, Corona and
Modelo, is following sales and
income growth of between 9 and
11 percent; significantly higher
than the 2 to 4 percent goal it set
for its wine and spirits labels.

The craft scene

Dunham Real Estate Services

404 N. 31st Street, Suite 205
Cell: 406 425-0180
E-mail: lyle@lbstratus.com
P.O. Box 7225
Billings, MT 59103-7225 DunhamRealEstateServices.com

Boston Beer Company, makers
of Samuel Adams beers, as well as
Angry Orchard, and Twisted Tea,
reports a double-digit increase in
first quarter earnings, a bounce
back from flat or declining sales in
the last couple years, according to
a brewbound.com report.
Boston Beer founder, Jim
Koch, attribute improved sales to

new Samuel Adams beers, and a
new product, Angry Orchard Rosé.
Noting the continuing growth in
the numbers of craft brewers and
resulting competition, Boston Beer
has plans to open taprooms in
Cincinnati and Boston in the next
two years.
The Brewers Association, the
small and independent brewers
trade group, says that craft beer
now has a 23.4 percent of market
share in the United States in dollar
terms, indicating that craft beer is
now more than a niche category.
According to NRN (National
Restaurant News), casual dining
chains are taking note of the trends
by improving staff training and
empowering local staff to work
with local brewers.
Buffalo Wild Wings, for example, has been upgrading its beer
program. The chain’s beverage
director, Andrew Schwenk (and
that’s Ms. Schwenk), said that
while some beer drinkers just want
something cold and inexpensive to
go with their wings, others are “on
a bit of a beer journey, and we
want to be able to meet them
where they are and perhaps introduce them to something new.”
A final note on the craft scene
comes from daily.sevenfifty.com,
is an intersection of craft brewing
and craft distilling.
Currently, 256 American businesses hold both brewer’s and distiller’s licenses, according to the
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and
Trade Bureau.
As the craft brewing scene gets
more crowded, but slowing in
sales growth, brewers are looking
for new, non-brewing opportunities to grow their businesses, and
the craft-distilling scene is an
appealing direction in which to go.

Edible glassware?

Finally, as reported by telegraph.co.uk, the online service of
The Daily Telegraph of London, is
of future developments in wine, in
which wine may be packaged in
an edible sugar bottle or a compostable papaya membrane, purchased via iris recognition and
delivered by drone.
In addition, there will be compostable wine glasses made from
cornstarch.
As for iris recognition, vending machines will use recognition
technology to identify if the consumer is of legal age. Then, the
machine will record personal preferences and then make recommendations for future purchases.
I’m not sure that I’m ready for
all this.
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MTT • Buy • Sell • Trade
BUSINESSES FOR SALE

Great Falls bar for sale!
All-beverage liquor license with gaming & catering included. Turn-key.
Remodeled. Nice and clean. Call (907)
252-6493 or email goode@alaska.net

DAVE'S 2018 TIPS
FOR SELLING YOUR BAR
My advice is simple. You’ve
undoubtedly worked very hard
in your bar/restaurant over the
years. Pick someone who works
at least as hard, and totally
understands the hospitality
business! Contact me for a free
consultation, and I’ll explain
how I’ll market your property.
FOR SALE

Knotty Pine Saloon
Dillon, MT, $393,999
---Club Bar
Ronan, MT, $450,000

Bozeman Real Estate Group
Dave Everett Realtor®
406-600-0647
Dave@BozemanRealEstate.group

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

WORLD FAMOUS
OASIS STEAKHOUSE
& LOUNGE in MANHATTAN
Rated one of the best steak
houses in Montana! High volume for 37 years w/same owners, now ready to retire. Sale
includes land, building, full
liquor license with gaming,
FF&E. Building has had major
updating. Kitchen state-of-theart. Super clean. Price reduced
to $1,800,000.

Contact Lyle Dunham, Broker
Dunham Real Estate Services
406-425-0180

BLE!
C4D TERMS AVAILA

ML#279310 - Sports Hut
341 N 9th Street - Columbus
$595,000

The Patterson Team:
Stephanie Patterson, 321-0759,
and Dan Patterson, 321-4182

A member of the franchise system
of BHH Affiliates, LLC

RARE OPPORTUNITY to own a
local landmark and thriving business
in beautiful NW Montana! THE RED
DOG SALOON under same ownership for 30+ yrs! Strong local customer base plus year round tourism.
Famous for home-made pizza, full
menu and liquor/gaming. On route to
"The Yaak" & Turner Mountain Ski
Resort yet close to town. Includes real
estate and fixtures, all in excellent
condition. A solid business! $425,000.
Call Amber or Chris, REALTORS
NoDoubt Land Company/Chuck
Olson Real Estate. (406) 261-7008.

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

Cheri's Montana Lounge
Hwy 2 Chester, MT
A full beverage liquor license, live
and machine gaming, and many
updates. Also includes an office, 2
bathrooms, poker room area and
lots, lots more! Includes a 2,400
sqft building on a 12,600 sqft lot.
This is a great turn-key business
opportunity! Check out photos at
http://www.chestermontana.com.
$199,000. Contact Tyler Streit at
Bootlegger Realty, 406-759-5560,
tystreit@yahoo.com.

RARE OPPORTUNITY to own a
local landmark and thriving business
in beautiful NW Montana! THE RED
DOG SALOON under same ownership for 30+ yrs! Strong local customer base plus year round tourism.
Famous for home-made pizza, full
menu and liquor/gaming. On route to
"The Yaak" & Turner Mountain Ski
Resort yet close to town. Includes real
estate and fixtures, all in excellent
condition. A solid business! $425,000.
Call Amber or Chris, REALTORS
NoDoubt Land Company/Chuck
Olson Real Estate. (406) 261-7008.
www.NoDoubtRealEstate.com.

LICENSES FOR SALE

Floatable all beverage liquor license.
Contact Clint Rech at Citizens Bank
& Trust. 406-932-5311, M-F, 8-5 for
inquiries. Motivated to sell, all offers
considered.

Just $4.50 per line
1-406-494-0100
paul@tashcommunications.com

LICENSES FOR SALE

All beverage liquor license without
gaming, floatable. Contact Bob Clark
at TrailWest Bank, 406-626-4500 M-F,
8-5 for inquiries.

“CALL FOR OFFERS”
Great Falls all-beverage liquor license
must be sold! Offers must be received
by, and will be opened and reviewed,
on 8/31/17. Notification of award will
be shortly thereafter. Contact Mark
Macek, Macek Companies, Inc., at
406-727-5505 or mark@macekco.com
for information and to receive an
offering form.

Floatable all beverage liquor license
with gaming. Price negotiable. Call
406-789-2208.

All beverage floatable liquor license.
Will sell with bar, with gaming or separately. 406-323-2347.
Floating liquor license. Price negotiable.
Call 406-860-9538.
Great Falls City all-beverage liquor
license with catering endorsement for
sale. Call Bob 406.791.2791 or e-mail
rdompier@bwheritageinn.com.

All-beverage liquor license with gaming
in Helena area. $600,000. Call Tom,
406-862-1000.

Restaurant Beer and Wine License,
Helena. Please call Chris at 303-6186116 or chris@c2qltd.com.

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Doughboy pizza press. $800 or OBO.
Call Bill, 406-490-6063.

New 800-lb. Hoshizaki ice machine and
a 650-lb. bin. In use 10 days and still has
a 3 year warranty. Paid $4,500, selling
for $3,800 OBO. 406-259-6419.

CANCEL MY AD!

"I sold my poker table and chairs through a classified
ad in the Montana Tavern Times!"
– Kurt, Missoula
Classified ad
in the Montana
Tavern Times work
because they are
highly read. Need to
sell a business? A
license? Want to raise
some quick cash by selling your used equipment?
Try the Tavern Times classifieds. Just ask Kurt.

Join the Tavern Association today!
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Regular Membership (for licensee only)
$100 Plus Keno & Poker Machines @ $15 ea
Optional Gold Star ($100 extra)
Associate Membership (non licensees only)
Individual Firms $100 (Gold Star $200)
Minor Distributor $250 (Gold Star $500)
Major Distributor $500 (Gold Star $1,000)
Mail to MTA, 920 E. Lyndale, Helena, MT 59601

Business name

Membership Application

Mailing Address

St. # (if different from above)
County
City

Zip

Name of Licensee

MT Retail Number

Phone

State

Fed. Id Number____________________________

Check enclosed for $ ___________________________________________
Credit card charge for $ ___________________________________________________
COMPLETE THE FOLLOwING PAyMENT INFORMATION:

____ Master Card ______ Visa_____Discover Card
(Plus 3% Convenience Fee )

_____ American Express
(Plus 5% convenience fee)

Credit Card # ____________________ Exp. Date______Card Code______

Signature_________________________________Phone#______________

Cardholders Name (Please Print) __________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________
City ________________________State ________Zip_________________

Ask about the special discount!

The Montana Tavern Association works hard to
protect you against threats to your livelihood, in addition
to safeguarding your right to earn a reasonable living in
exchange for the time and money you’ve invested over
the years. The MTA is your representative at the national, state and local levels when issues arise that are crucial to the tavern industry and your future.
To that end, MTA employs a professional lobbyist to ensure
that lawmakers, rulemakers, regulators and administrators understand your needs and concerns. The MTA also employs a fulltime support staff that can give individual attention to your
inquiries and will help find answers or resolve problems.
An additional benefit to members is membership in the
American Beverage Licensees (ABL), MTA’s national affiliate that
safeguards your interests in the nation’s capitol. Members also
receive great value on insurance products, credit-card processing and much more.
You will also receive our monthly tavern industry newspaper
the Montana Tavern Times (one of the best in the nation). The
Tavern Times is your newspaper, and in it you can read about
your fellow tavern owners, learn about issues that affect your
industry, and discover the many educational opportunities, conventions and trade shows of particular interest to tavern owners.
The MTA has and will continue to work hard to preserve
your right to run your business as you see fit. A great deal of
time, effort and money has been and is being expended to protect your rights on countless issues.
Let us count on you as a member. You will give us the
strength in numbers that is needed to exercise a powerful voice
in government at all levels. “United we stand, divided we fall” is
every bit true as it was in revolutionary times when our ancestors
were also collectively defending our rights!

Phone (406) 442-5040 mttavern@gmail.com
montanatavernassociation.com

It doesn’t cost to belong to the MTA - It Pays!
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