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First quarter up about 5 percent

Paul Tash
Montana Tavern Times
Led by strong gains in the
Flathead Valley, video gaming
machine (VGM) revenues in Montana
increased about 5 percent in the first
quarter of Fiscal Year 2019 over the
same period a year ago, according to
preliminary figures recently released
by the state’s Gambling Control
Division.
Revenues totaled about $15.7 million for the first quarter, which ended
Sept. 30, compared to $14.9 million
in the first quarter of FY18. The revenue bump is a rare occurrence – the
last quarter to enjoy a comparable,
though still modest, increase was second quarter FY15, which recorded a
7.5 percent increase.

Despite last quarter’s gain, tax
revenues remain about 2 percent
behind the industry’s high mark of
$16 million recorded in the second
quarter of FY08. Revenues soon
after began to plummet, falling by
more than 20 percent from 2009 to
2011 when an economic recession
and other factors hammered the industry. That revenue decline has been
compounded as expenses have continued to rise, leaving the industry dealing with today's expenses and revenues at 2007 levels.
“The increase in VGM tax revenues is a pleasant surprise given the
past few years (of stagnant) tax figures," said Neil Peterson, executive
See REVENUES Page 8

GAC subcommittee to tackle sports betting

By Paul Tash
Montana Tavern Times
The Gaming Advisory Council formed a
subcommittee to research the potential for sports
betting in Montana and endorsed a couple of
legislative recommendations by the Gambling
Control Division at its quarterly meeting Oct. 5
in Helena.
The potential legalization of sports betting in
Montana continues to be a hot topic, following a
U.S. Supreme Court ruling in May that struck
down a federal law that prohibits sports gambling and gave states the go-ahead to legalize
the activity.
"We've received a lot of questions," said
GCD Administrator Angela Nunn. "It's a very
complex issue."
Change service requested:

Though no formal proposal has been developed, industry representatives have urged the
use of licensed gaming establishments as the
venues for any sports betting model. Most discussion has been focused on some type of kioskbased system that would provide the betting procedures, odds, types of bets, and other information needed to wager on sports competitions.
Beyond those wide parameters, however,
questions remain. Nunn's department provided a
list of regulatory questions, including:
• Which agency would regulate sports betting?
• What entity (operator, provider, sports
book) would need to be licensed?
• Would kiosks need permitting?
• How would the audit procedure work?
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• What would the tax rate be?
• Where would the revenue go?
• And what testing and inspections would be
required?
Neil Peterson, executive director of the
state's Gaming Industry Association, said his
group also has questions.
"Montana is a little bit of a different market," he said, with its limited gambling environment.
Peterson supported the creation of a GAC
subcommittee to study the issue further "and
come back to the Legislature with proposals in
'21." The GIA has not taken a formal stand for
or against sport betting, but does favor a study
See COUNCIL Page 10
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CSTA charity dinner warms up chilly night

By Paul Tash
Montana Tavern Times
Despite an early season snow
storm, Carbon-Stillwater Tavern
Association enjoyed "its biggest
turnout ever" for last month’s
fundraising dinner in downtown
Red Lodge.
Over 200 tavern owners and
friends gathered Oct. 13 in the
ballroom above the Bull ‘n Bear
Saloon to eat, drink and raise a
great deal of money for local charities. The group donated about
$13,000 last year to a variety of
causes, including the local volunteer fire department, Little League
sponsorships, and the Wounded
Warrior Project that assists wounded military veterans.
In his prayer before
dinner, Bull ‘n Bear proprietor Jim Johnson, who also
is an ordained pastor, said
it is a "privilege" to be in
the hospitality industry,
which in many ways works
as God wants, "welcoming
strangers, being good
neighbors helping those in
need, and giving respite to
the tired and hungry."
Raising funds for charity certainly fits that sentiment, and the CSTA
accomplished that goal in a
variety of ways. A large
silent auction featured a
variety of items, from
liquor baskets to jewelry to
paintings, and a
50/50 drawing was
held, as well.
The dinner also
included an 11-seat
fundraiser. Those
lucky enough to get
a seat at the table
were the Knotty Pine
Casino, Coastal
Wine and Spirits,
Jack Creek Ranch,
Pops Inn, Dennis
McCully, Town
Pump, Zach
Johnson, Sysco, Tuni
Refaele, Bar T
Electric and Kayln
Roberts.
Dennis McCully
won first place and
$1,500, but inspired by the night's
charitable vibe, he donated it back
to the CSTA, to appreciative
applause from the crowd. Kayln
Roberts won second and $1,000,
while third place and $500 went to
Zach Johnson. The rest of the
“losers” each took home $150,
though Town Pump also donated
its $150 to the CSTA.
The association also recognized
Ruthie Hood with the New Atlas
Bar as its employee of the year
award.

Paul Tash photos

CSTA PRESIDENT Trina Stevens (center, above) introduces the
winner of the CSTA’s employee of the year award, Ruthie Hood
with the New Atlas Bar (above right), while New Atlas owner Gina
Pluid enjoys the moment at the Carbon-Stillwater Tavern
Association’s charity dinner last month in Red Lodge. At left,
Dennis McCully is acknowledged for donating his $1,500 in winnings to the CSTA. Below, Charlie Noel of the Snow Crest Lodge
gets Larry Stern of the Belfrey Bar to bite on some raffle tickets.

ABOVE, Clay Graber and
Chelsea Wilks with the
Waterhole Saloon in Reed
Point enjoy themselves
perusing the silent auction
items, while Marie Olson
(left) and Kim Eder of Red
Lodge do the same at
right.
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Times healthy at 23, thanks to you
Tavern
Times

By Paul Tash
Editor and Publisher
Montana Tavern Times
Echoing the words of Jim
Johnson at the CarbonStillwater Tavern Association's
charity dinner last month, it's a
privilege to be associated with
Montana's hospitality industry.
For 23 years, the Montana
Tavern Times has worked side
by side with many industry representatives and partners to
provide a trade journal that tavern owners and all those
involved in our business can be
proud of. We're proud of the
work we do, but we understand
that the Tavern Times depends
on our loyal advertisers and the
many individuals and organizations across the state that support us all year long.
We've mentioned before a
survey commissioned by the
Montana Tavern Association a
few years ago that showed 91
percent of liquor-license holders
in Montana receive their industry news from the Montana
Tavern Times.

I

Paul Tash

That statistic underscores
the importance of the Times to
the industry, and reinforces the
long held belief that the Times
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Write us

The Montana Tavern Times welcomes letters to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name and address. The
word limit is 300. Mail to Montana Tavern Times, P.O. Box
4307, Butte MT 59702, or email us at paul@tashcommunications.com. The Times reserves the right not to print letters it finds objectionable.

t’s heartening to
know our advertisers believe that
marketing in the
Times consistently
is a worthy investment.

is the avenue for advertisers to
reach licensees in Montana.
The study’s finding means
that our advertisers get their

money’s worth and then some.
That fact is important because
the Tavern Times would not
exist if it weren’t for our advertisers you see every month.
The Times does not receive
any funding from any trade
organization – it is independently operated and must survive on its own.
It’s satisfying and heartening to know that our advertisers
believe marketing their products and services in the Times
consistently is a worthy investment, not only in good times
but also in times of economic
instability. The Times remains
healthy because our advertisers have never lost faith in our
ability to reach the folks our
advertisers need to reach.
Thank you to all of our
advertisers large and small.
And we appreciate the well
wishes from friends and supporters that appear in this
issue, especially from the local
tavern associations.
In return for our advertisers’

Tavern Timetable
See TIMES Page 5

— UPCOMING EVENTS —

Nov. 14-15 MTA board meetings, Jorgenson’s, Helena
Dec. 5 Gaming Industry Association, place TBD, Helena
Dec. 5 Cascade Co. TA dinner, Heritage Inn, Great Falls
Jan. 15 MTA Legislative Reception, Jorgenson’s, Helena

— STANDING DATES —

2nd Tues. of month
1st & 3rd Wed. month
2nd Mon. of month
Quarterly (call)
1st Thurs. of month
2nd Wed. of month
2nd Wed. of month
2nd Tues. of month
1st Tues. of quarter
3rd Thurs. of month
Last Tues. of month
2nd Thurs of month
2nd Thur. of month
2nd Tues. of month
Last Wed. of month
1st Mon. of month
2nd Tues. of month
1st Thurs. of month

Carbon/Stillwater TA 328-4807
Cascade Co. TA 453-9567
Central Montana TA 366-9633
Flathead Co. TA 270-8069
Hi-Line TA 265-9551
North Lake Co. TA 844-3372
Lincoln Co. TA 293-4493
Miles City TA 234-3164
Missoula Co. TA 728-0030
Park County TA 222-0665
Ravalli Co. TA 821-1853
Richland Co. TA 433-4354
Sheridan-Richland-Daniels 474-2358
Silver Bow TA 494-6062
Southwest Montana TA 835-2150
Toole Co. TA 434-2442
Tri-County LBA 475-3125
Yellowstone TA 855-0778
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GCD has the FAQs, you just need to ask
By Anne Gerken
GCD Communications
For many, asking the right
question is the hardest part of
learning a new skill. This is why
we are always amending our
list of questions for our
Frequently Asked Question
page (and chatbot). Whether
you're just starting out or have
been in the industry a long
time, we’re aiming to have an
answer for everyone. Read on
for some highlights from our
recently added questions posted on our webpage.

Q. What hours can video
gambling machines be played
legally?
Answer: 8:00 AM – 2:00 AM;
No play is allowed between the
hours of 2:00 AM and 8:00 AM
unless the local government
where the machine is being
played has adopted an ordinance which allows play during
that time. Check with the local
government (city if within city
limits and county if outside of
city limits) to determine if an
ordinance has been adopted to
extend video gambling machine
play.
Q. Do I have to pay before
I play?
Answer: Yes, players must
pay before they participate in
any gambling activity. This

Times

from Page 4
support, the Times works hard
to provide advertisers a great
bang for the buck. The Times –
with a monthly circulation of
about 4,000 that includes all
licensed liquor, gaming, and
beer-and-wine businesses in
the state – consistently reaches
a unique audience that no other
publication does. We deliver to
that audience a smorgasbord of
industry-related news from the
industry’s perspective, which
you won’t find any place else.
The Times also offers extensive coverage of such vital
organizations as the Montana
Tavern Association, the Gaming
Industry Association and the
Gaming Advisory Council. It
supplies opinions and positions
of the foremost authorities in

includes activities such as
shake-a-day, sports pools,
poker games, etc. Deferred
payments are not allowed and
are considered credit gambling.
Q. What is a gift enterprise?
Answer: A gift enterprise is
a gambling activity in which

Anne Gerken

participants must purchase
goods or services to become
eligible for participation in a
gambling activity (see 23-5112(16), MCA). While there are
limited exceptions for financial
institutions and non-profit
organizations, gift enterprises
are illegal. A common example
of a gift enterprise is when the
purchase of an item is required
to allow entry into a raffle.
the industry, and provides regular features on tavern owners
themselves.
In addition, the Times
strives to deliver information
that tavern owners can use to
help them improve their businesses.
In order to provide this kind
of information, the Times relies
on a long list of supporters who
provide information, insight and

Q. Can I get cash back on
my credit card for gambling?
Answer: No, any use of
credit cards for gambling is prohibited.
Q. Can I play the sport
guessing game “pick-thewinners”?
Answer: A public pick-the-

W

hether you’re
just starting
out or have been in
the industry a long
time, we’re aiming
to have an answer
for everyone.

winners game in which participants pay to play is illegal.
Pick-the-winners may only be
offered as a promotional game
of chance in which there is no
cost to participate. Note: In a
licensed location, the prize in a
pick-the-winners game is limited to $100.

Answer: Log into your TAP
(TransAction Portal) account
and select your Gambling
Operator Account. Your current
license will be found under the
“Letters” tab.

Q. Where can I find a list
of licensed card dealers?
Answer: On our website
(dojmt.gov/gaming) under
“Resources”, and “Statistics
and Reports,” select “Licensed
Gambling Businesses.” A report
of all licensed card dealers can
be found on this page and is
updated weekly.

Q. What should I do if my
video gambling machine tax
estimate shows a zero-tax
due and it does not match
my records?
Answer: First, ensure you
have selected the “VGM Tax
Estimate” link in the account
options. Second, contact the
division at (406) 444-1971 if
there is still a discrepancy.

Q. Where can I print a
copy of my current license?

You can learn more and go
beyond the questions listed
above by visiting our webpage
at https://dojmt.gov/gaming/ or
directly to the FAQ page,
https://dojmt.gov/gaming/faq,
emailing gcd@mt.gov, or by
calling our main line at 406444-1971 and keep asking
questions!

expertise. As always, gratitude
goes to the many industry leaders, government officials and
others who share their time and
expertise to help us understand
the issues of the day, so we
can relate them to our readers.
We're especially grateful to
MTA lobbyist John Iverson, GIA
Executive Director Neil
Peterson, and MCMOA lobbyist
Ronda Wiggers for their indus-

try insight, and just as importantly, their friendship.
And thank you to the
Montana Tavern Association
office staff and Margaret
Herriges for all their help
throughout the year.
We’re looking forward to the
next year and the opportunity to
work with so many friends in an
industry with so much going for
it.
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What to look for in the legislative session
By John Iverson
MTA Lobbyist
Are you ready for Montana’s
2019 Legislative Session? I
sure hope so. If not, here’s a
brief update to fill you in on a
few issues that could potentially
impact your business—in small
and big ways. At the MTA office,
we’ve been busy working to
educate legislators and guide
all of relevant topics toward a
successful conclusion for our
members.
You’ll recognize some of
these subjects, which have
appeared before in one form or
another: the legalization of
blackjack, craft manufacturers
seeking ever more privileges,
and ongoing general liquor
licensing pain points. Other topics are fairly new to the legislative session, including the legalization of sports betting and

R

epresenting
your industry
and the Montana
Tavern Association
at the state Capitol is
a great privilege.

John Iverson
new technologies that enable
the home delivery of alcohol.
One thing is not new; we
need MTA member engagement on these issues. The MTA
represents a lot of different
business models, which have
diverse interests and concerns.

As your Lead Advocate at the
MTA, it’s not just a bonus that I
occasionally hear from you—it’s
essential that we maintain contact. Right now, I need to hear
your points of view on the ideas
being bounced around the
Capitol. Every legislative ses-

sion moves fast and furious, so
before I review legislation to
anticipate how it could impact
our members, I should already
know what issues keep you up
at night.
Let me know what concerns
you about any of these issues. I
look forward to receiving your
phone call or email soon. As I
mentioned, once the legislative
session starts in January, things
move at a rapid pace.
Representing your industry
and the Montana Tavern
Association at the state capitol
is a great privilege. In my opinion, the diversity of businesses
and personalities in the hospitality industry is unrivaled by
any other. This diversity not
only makes every day interesting, I think it also makes our
industry stronger and more
resilient.
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director of the state Gaming
Industry Association. "We hope the
increase isn’t just an anomaly and
that tax revenues will continue to
remain strong."
The increase in tax revenue, he
said, indicates Montana’s economy
is strong, and "we hope it continues to remain that way.”
John Iverson, lobbyist and government affairs consultant for the
Montana Tavern Association,
agreed.
"Tavern owners remain optimistic that there will be healthy,
steady growth in the future," he
said.

First-quarter numbers

All seven of the state's largest
counties posted year-over-year
gains last quarter. Flathead County
led the way with a strong 13.8 percent increase, to $1,569,000 from
$1,371,000, while Lewis and Clark
showed a 6.2 percent increase to
$1,159,000 from $1,091,000 and
Silver Bow a 6 percent increase to
$868,000 from $819,000. Fourthquarter results for the other largest
counties are:
Cascade, up 3.3 percent to
$1,569,000 from $1,518,000;
Gallatin, up 3.2 percent to
$1,030,000 from $997,000;
Missoula, up 5.1 percent to
$1,551,000 from $1,476,000;
And Yellowstone, up 2.3 percent to $3,007,000 from
$2,939,000.

Fourth-quarter results for the
next largest counties include:
• Hill (county seat – Havre), up
5.9 percent to $257,000 from
$242,000;
• Lincoln (county seat –
Libby), up 2 percent to $308,000
from $302,000;
• Park (county seat –
Livingston), up 15.6 percent to
$267,000 from $231,000;
• Ravalli County (county seat –
Hamilton) up 5.9 percent to
$384,000 from $362,000;
• Richland (county seat –
Sidney) down 2.5 percent to
$349,000 from $358,000;
• Roosevelt (county seat – Wolf
Point) up 11.1 percent to $300,000
from $270,000.
Overall, 37 of the state’s 56

counties reported revenue increases. Please see the accompanying
tables for gaming revenue
specifics on other counties and
cities.

MILODRAGOVICH, DALE, STEINBRENNER
Attorneys

P.C.

Liquor License Transfers, Gaming Applications,
Real Estate, Business Sales, and Estate Planning

GERALD W. STEINBRENNER

(406) 728-1455
Fax (406) 549-7077
E-Mail: fishlaw@bigskylawyers.com

P.O. Box 4947
620 High Park Way
Missoula MT 59806-4947

GERALD W. STEINBRENNER
www.bigskylawyers.com
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• Karoake 7 nights a week 9 p.m. to 2 a.m.
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• To clarify that only those with
an appropriate alcoholic beverage
license with a gambling endorsement can offer sports pools;
• And to remove restrictions on
possession of antique gambling
devices and to eliminate the class
of devices called "antique illegal
gambling devices."
The GCD raised the issue of
who can offer sports pools initially
in an effort to bring consistency to
current law. The council agreed
that a move to restrict the sales of
sports pools and tabs to licensees
with gambling endorsements
makes sense because sports pools
are "a form of gambling."
The antique machine issue
came up as over 1,000 gaming
machines still in the state database

Buzz-in systems

On another topic, the council
agreed to review rules to allow
buzz-in entry systems for casino
operators who use them to protect
employees and the business.
"Casino robberies are a problem," GIA's Peterson told the
council, noting that casinos are
especially vulnerable to robberies
because they are "required to
maintain cash to pay out winners."
Some casinos have already
installed "buzz-in systems" to lock
the doors during late-night hours
of operation. Patrons have to buzz
in, and an attendant or manager
unlocks the door.
Department of Revenue rules
state licensed establishment can
never lock their doors during hours

license in Belgrade, an all-beverage floater license in Bozeman,
and an all-beverage floater license
in Three Forks.
However, she said, the division
cancelled the bid process on three
other licenses available in
Townsend (all-beverage floater),
Bozeman (beer) and Three Forks
(beer), as bidders failed to meet
the minimum bids during an online
auction that closed Sept. 20.
She also said the Department
of Revenue will be pursuing three
main pieces of legislation in the
2019 Legislature. One would
increase maximum fines to
$10,000 for liquor-law violations
and institute a progressive penalty
structure, bringing the system
more in line with that used in

on sports betting, in lieu of specific legislation for the 2019
Legislature that convenes Jan. 7
(see related story on Page 11).
The Montana Tavern
Association hasn't taken a position
on the issue, either, said John
Iverson, MTA lobbyist and government affairs consultant. However,
the tavern group has minimum criteria for any proposal, he said,
including that it should be based in
licensed locations, would not utilize credit gambling, and would
grow Montana's economy, especially "Main Street businesses").
Any
sports-betting
proposal, he
added, should
"be vetted
through the
GAC," and he
supported the
idea of a GAC
subcommittee
to study the
matter.
"We share
your concerns," said
Ronda
Wiggers, the
Paul Tash photo
lobbyist for
GAMING ADVISORY Council members, from left, Cory
GCD Administrator Angela Nunn, Bill Slaughter and Carole
the Montana
Swanson, Sen. Mark Blasdel, Chairman Mark Kennedy,
Lankford discuss sports betting at its meeting Oct. 5.
Coin Machine
Operators Association. "And we
are close to 30 years old, which
regard to gambling-law violations.
they're open, primarily to allow
agree completely on the MTA crimakes them an antique under state
Another would clean up definiunannounced investigators "immeteria."
law. Under the proposal, antique
tions of different alcohol types, so
diate access" for walk-throughs.
However, she said, waiting for
machines can be possessed and
that drinks such as kombucha and
An industry proposal to change
the 2021 session might not be pruoperated by approved licensees, or
cider are listed in the right place in
DOR rules would allow businesses
dent because others outside the
by non-licensees if the device is
state statutes. And a third cleans
to install buzz-in systems provided
Montana gaming community could
inaccessible to the public or is renup requirements for the reporting
that local law enforcement, DOR
fashion their own bill.
dered inoperable. In short, the proof direct shipments of wine, makand Gambling Control Division
"I'd rather this body and the
posal makes devices either illegal
ing those reports quarterly.
personnel sign off on the request
industry propose a bill for this legor legal and antique or not – they
Schlauch also noted that 60
provided on a simple one-page
islative session," she said.
can no longer be illegal antiques.
percent of licensees renewed elecform. The plan would also define
The state's gaming industry has
The two proposals will become
tronically through the state's TAP
"immediate access" and provide
"produced great solutions" in the
part of the GAC's legislation to be
site.
for an appeals process for busipast and can do so again with
presented to the 2019 Legislature.
"We hope that continues to
nesses to follow should governsports betting.
"I think (the GCD) did a great
increase,"
she said.
ment entities not sign off on the
"It's better for us to be in the
job on both these proposals," coun- request for a buzz-in system.
The council also heard from
driver's seat than to get run over
cil member Steve Morris said.
"I think the industry has develTom Tucker, executive secretary of
by that train," she said.
oped a proposal we can get
the Montana Board of Horse
Council member Sen. Mark
GCD's Nunn told Gaming
behind,"
Peterson
said.
"It
will
Racing, who said his board is at a
Blasdel, R-Kalispell, said any proAdvisory Council that new temmake
a
crime
of
convenience
a
lit"critical point in our history" due
posal will "take time," but also
plates for several different types of
tle
less
convenient."
to “dwindling (number of) tracks
warned that legislative action on
sports pools are available on its
The
MTA
also
supports
a
and depreciating value of fairthe issue could take place without
website (www.dojmt.gov/gaming).
change in rules to allow buzz-in
grounds,” among other issues. The
industry and GAC input.
She said the templates should help
systems,
Iverson
added.
board is working to pay off some
"I don't know if there's going
operators provide legal pools to
debt to the state, he said, and
to be that much patience in the
their customers. She also said alcohopes to be profitable again soon.
Liquor-license bids
Legislature," he said.
hol distributors have been "very
The horse-racing board continBlasdel will serve on the subIn more council business,
receptive" to help with distributing
ues to work on a plan to bring hiscommittee with council members
the approved sports pool templates. Becky Schlauch, administrator of
torical horse-racing machines to
Mike Kenneally, Steve Morris, and
the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Montana "to generate more revCarole Lankford. Their first meetDivision,
updated
the
council
on
The GCD is also working on
enue," Tucker said, despite an
ing was set for Oct. 31.
current ABCD business, including
its biennial report for 2017-18, she
attorney general's opinion that
the completion of the state's first
said. The report will incorporate
Montana law prohibits those kinds
competitive bidding process that
results of GAC meetings, as well
Legislative proposals
of gaming machines. The machine
replaced the previous lottery
as division action, in the last two
Regarding the GCD recomlooks like a line game and uses
process.
Three
available
licenses
years and will be presented to the
mendations, the council backed
(Continued on next page)
received successful bids – a beer
'19 Legislature, Nunn said.
proposals:

GIA backs sports-betting study
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By Paul Tash
Montana Tavern Times
The Gaming Industry Association's Board of
Directors took a position that Montana continue
studying the potential for sports betting in the
state, in lieu of specific legislation for the 2019
Legislature that convenes Jan. 7.
"We're in no hurry," said GIA President Joe
McKenney. "We want to get this right."
The GIA directors met for their quarterly
meeting Oct. 4 in Helena.
Though Executive Director Neil Peterson
said legislation could be introduced in the next
session, he hoped the state's gaming industry
could come together on any sports-betting plan.
"What's made this industry strong is we've
always stayed together," he said.
He also recommended that any legislation be
run through the Gaming Advisory Council, and
the board agreed.
Sports betting has become a major topic
around the country following the U.S. Supreme
Court's ruling in May that allows states to offer
that type of gambling. No Montana plan has
been publicly proposed yet, but discussion is
ramping up.
Industry representatives have said that any
proposal should use licensed gaming establishments as the venues for sports betting because
gaming operators are already approved by the
state to offer gambling. The sports-betting
model for Montana most often discussed so far
features a kiosk linked to a legal "sportsbook"
elsewhere in the country that provides the betting procedures, odds, types of bets, and other
information needed to wager on sports competi-

LARRY DAVIDSON, center, makes a point
during the quarterly meeting of the Gaming
Industry Association’s board of directors

tions. The kiosk systems use "geofencing" to
limit play within the boundaries of a casino.
However, the GIA directors agreed that
many sports-betting questions remain unanswered: What entities will be allowed to operate
sports betting? Should bet types and amounts be
limited? Should payouts be limited? How will
large winnings be paid out?
The board agreed that the state needs time to
address these issues and many others before
deciding on sports betting.
On another topic, the board voted to endorse
a plan to allow buzz-in entry systems for casino
operators. Some casinos have already installed
"buzz-in systems" to lock the doors during latenight hours of operation to improve security.
Patrons have to buzz in, and an attendant or
manager unlocks the door.
However, Department of Revenue rules state

(Continued from previous page)
100,000 actual historical horse
races as the random-number generator.

tracted through the Montana
Lottery, both of which provide revenue to the board to cover operational costs.

"It's a 100-step process, and
we're at step one," he said.

In other council action, Brad
Longcake, executive director of the
industry-funded Montana Council
on Problem Gambling (MCPG),
reported that the MCPG has experienced a slight increase in counseling so far this year. He attributed
the increase to efforts by the
MCPG to improve awareness of the
council and its resources to help

Because state statutes would
have to be changed to allow historical horse-racing machines, Tucker
acknowledged that "we have a long
way to go."
The Board of Horse Racing
also regulates simulcasting at six
sites in Montana, as well as NFL
and NASCAR fantasy sports con-

MCPG 'healthy'

Buying or selling
your business? I can help!

• Specializing in putting buyers and sellers
together for merger and acquisition of businesses
• Past beer and wine wholesaler in Montana and
Arizona
• 22 years experience in alcohol-related businesses
• Seeking listings in Tavern, Restaurant and
Gaming Industry

“I’m looking forward to meeting many of my old-time
friends and getting to know new acquaintances. If I’m
given the opportunity to work for you, I don’t believe
you will find anyone who will work harder than I will.”

Dunham Real Estate Services

404 N. 31st Street, Suite 205
Cell: 406 425-0180
E-mail: lyle@lbstratus.com
P.O. Box 7225
Billings, MT 59103-7225 DunhamRealEstateServices.com

Paul Tash photo

Oct. 4 in Helena. Looking on is Joel
Kittelson, left, and GIA Executive Director
Neil Peterson.

licensed establishment can never lock their
doors during hours they're open, primarily to
allow unannounced investigator "immediate
access" for walk-throughs. An industry proposal
to change DOR rules would allow businesses to
install buzz-in systems provided that local law
enforcement, DOR and Gambling Control
Division personnel sign off on the request provided on a simple one-page form.
The plan would also define "immediate
access" and provide for an appeals process for
businesses to follow should government entities
not sign off on the request for a buzz-in system.
In other action, the GIA board voted to
oppose any blackjack legislation, any attempt to
change bet limits, and any proposal to allow historical horse-racing machines.
The GIA board scheduled its next meeting
for Dec. 5 in Helena.

problem gamblers.
The MCPG has developed
posters and coasters available to
casinos to display, has redesigned
its website, and pushed a public
relations effort in March for
Problem Gambling Awareness
Month.
"We're doing a better job getting the word out," he said.

He also thanked the MCPG's
industry partners for their support.
"We couldn't do it without
you," he said. "Overall, we're
healthy, we're strong, and we con-

tinue to get better."
The GAC kicked off the meeting by welcoming its newest members, Lankford of Ronan and Cory
Swanson of Townsend, to the council. Lankford, a member of the
Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribal Council, is representing the
Native American community on the
GAC, while Swanson, the
Broadwater County attorney, will
serve as a local government representative on the council.
The next GAC meeting is
scheduled for Friday, June 21, in
Helena at the GCD office.
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Food bank fundraiser returns

November 2018

Montana Tavern Times
The Town Pump
Charitable Foundation is
matching $750,000 in contributions during its 17th annual
fundraising campaign for food
banks across Montana.
A record-setting 84 food
banks are participating in the
statewide “Be A Friend in
Deed, Helping Those in Need”
campaign this year. The campaign has raised about $30
million for Montana food
banks in 16 years, including
about $5.5 million in matching
grants from the Town Pump
Charitable Foundation.
Organizers of the campaign,
which runs through Nov. 30,
hope to raise over $3 million for the food banks
this year.
The money is frequently used to purchase
perishable food items such as milk, bread, fruit
and vegetables. Also, the funds are becoming
more crucial in helping many food bank organizations simply stay open through payment of
rent, utilities, and space for storage, refrigeration
and freezing.
"As the ‘Be A Friend in Deed, Help Those in
Need’ campaign continues to grow, so does our
admiration for our food bank partners across the
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state,” said Mike Kenneally, of the Town Pump
Charitable Foundation. “The efforts of local
food banks and the thousands of amazing
Montanans who donate to the campaign each
year make a real difference in the lives of our
hungry neighbors.”
Donations for the campaign are being collected at all Town Pump convenience stores;
Lucky Lil’s, Montana Lil’s and Magic Diamond
casinos; and other Town Pump facilities.
Donations also can be sent directly to participating food banks.

Butte tavern owners gather for charity

Montana Tavern Times
About 250 enthusiastic party-goers
enjoyed themselves at the Butte Silver
Bow Tavern Association’s westernthemed annual dinner and fundraiser
Oct. 8 in the Star Lanes banquet room.
The dinner raises money for local
charities, and attendees had their choice
of several fundraising activities. Tables
with dozens of silent auction items surrounded the large room, and volunteers
pushed the traditional 50/50 tickets.
Two boards were also circulated
about, one that gave away a pistol, and
the other that gave away a cool grand in
cash. A live auction featured bidding on
nearly 20 items, including bikes, art,
booze, and more. Following the live
auction, the 11-seat fundraiser took
center stage and provided a chance
for more participants to win some
cash.
Following tradition, the ButteSilver Bow Tavern Association honored a local tavern owner at its dinner. This year, John and Judy Perino
were honored for their “outstanding
contributions” to, and support of, the
local MTA chapter. The Perinos own
the Pair-a-Dice Bar in Butte.
Proceeds will allow the local tavern association to donate to several
worthy causes, including a program
that provides a free ride home from
any Butte tavern for anyone who has
had too much to drink to drive.

Photos courtesy of the BSB Taven Association

JOHN AND JUDY PERINO, above, hold the plaque recognizing them for “outstanding contributions” to the Butte
Silver Bow Tavern Association at the group’s charity dinner
Oct. 8. President Jack Fisher, left, gets into the dinner’s
Western theme.
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Liquor Biz

WHO studies effects of alcohol on health

By Paul F. Vang
As I write this column we’re
enjoying great fall weather, and
like kids having spring fever at
school on those warm days in May,
I’m having fall fever, as it would
be a great day to go hunting, rake
leaves, or go fishing. I already
played tennis today, so that item is
checked off. I hope we’ll still have
nice weather by the time you read
this. That’s the tricky part.

Another health study

The World Health Organization
recently published a study on the
effects of alcohol and health. In a
CNN story, the report says that
three million people died from
alcohol consumption in 2016,
equating to 1 in 20 deaths.
Actual causes are varied – 28
percent of deaths were due to
injuries, followed by digestive disorders and cardiovascular diseases.
Another disturbing finding is that
75 percent of alcohol-related
deaths were among men. Also, the
most deaths happen in the
Americas (both North and South
America) and Europe (including
Russia).
The report says that about 237
million men and 46 million women
around the world drink to excess.
“All countries can do much
more to reduce the health and
social costs of the harmful use of
alcohol,” said Dr. Vladimir
Poznyak, coordinator of WHO’s
Management of Substance Abuse
unit.
WHO recommends countries
use taxation as a means of controlling excessive use of alcohol.
The Distilled Spirits Council
commented on the report, saying
that the distilled spirits industry is
strongly opposed to excessive alcohol consumption and underage
drinking, though expressed concern that policy recommendations
such as increasing taxes are misguided.
DISCUS also noted that in the
United States, rates of alcohol use
disorder among adults, underage
drinking and drunk driving fatalities are at historic lows.
“The distilled spirits industry
has contributed to this progression
through partnerships promoting
tough law enforcement, education
and targeted intervention.”

Hard seltzers hot trend

Hard seltzers, those fizzy alcoholic beverages that aren’t soda
pop or beer, but someplace inbetween, are growing in popularity,
according to the Chicago Tribune.
One of the segment’s leaders is

White Claw, which is made by the
same company that produces
Mike’s Hard Lemonade. White
Claw sales have exceeded $117
million this year, triple sales in
2017.
Seltzer sales haven’t gone
unnoticed by the beer companies.
Boston Beer, makers of Sam
Adams beers, developed Truly
Spiked and Sparkling, a beverage
that’s described as light and
refreshing, gluten-free, and not too
sweet or too alcoholic.
AB InBev bought out
SpikedSeltzer in 2016 and marketed it nationwide in 2017.
MillerCoors launched Henry’s
Hard Sparkling Water last year,
and Diageo is marketing Smirnoff
Spiked Sparkling Seltzer.
Chelsea Phillips, vice president
of Beyond
Beer Brands
for AB
InBev, commented that
the new
seltzers “are
a wide-open
space of
nothing but
opportunity
that we’ve
just begun to
dabble in.”

Big beer down again

The world of big beer is not
happy, as beer consumption in the
Unisted States declined for the
fifth straight year. As reported in
fooddive.com, total beer volume
dropped 1.1 percent last year. That
still amounts to 2.8 billion cases of
beer, which could float a lot of
boats.

The biggest losers last year
were light beer, with volumes
dropping 3.1 percent, popular beers
down 2.5 percent, super-premium
and premium beers down 3.7 percent, and malt liquor down 4.3 percent.

On the other hand, craft beer
grew 4.9 percent, to 310 million
cases. It’s still a small chunk compared to total sales of the major
brands, but it demonstrates that the
majors are losing market share to
crafts. Imported beers grew 3.5
percent, with Mexican imports
leading the way.

Major domestic brands had the
worst losses, with Budweiser down
6.8 percent, Coors Light down 4.1
percent, Miller Lite down 2.8 percent, and Bud Light down 5.7 percent. In contrast, Constellation
Brands’ Mexican beer imports
grew 8.9 percent.

Constellation moves

Constellation Brands, which a
few years ago billed themselves as
the world’s biggest wine company,
is considering shedding some of
their wine holdings, according to a
Reuters report.
Wine brands that Constellation
is considering peddling include
Clos du Bois, Mark West, Arbor
Mist, and Cooks.
Wine sales in the year ending
with February accounted for 38.6
percent of Constellation sales,
down from 44.7 percent two years
earlier.
Constellation’s beer business,
however, is growing.
Constellation’s Modelo Mexican
brews have been growing at the
rate of almost 20 percent over the
last five years.
In addition,
Constellation
has also
increased its
stake in the
Canadian
cannabis company, Canopy
Growth.
In other
news,
Constellation’s
CEO of the last
11 years, Rob
Sands, is planning to step down next March,
passing the controls to current
president and chief operating officer Bill Newlands.

Coors dies at 102

William (Bill) Coors, a grandson of Adolph Coors and former
chairman of the Coors brewing
company died Oct. 13 at age 102.
According to an obituary in
Fortune, Coors was a pioneer in
the brewing industry, and one of
his major achievements was packaging beer in recyclable aluminum
cans in 1959. He later adopted the
push tab top on beer cans, doing
away with pull tabs that were
becoming a litter problem. Coors
was modest about the changes saying, “Its advent was inevitable. All
I did was hurry it along.”
Bill Coors, according to
Wikipedia, was politically more
moderate than his brother, Joe
Coors, who was active in conservative politics, endorsing the Equal
Rights Amendment back at a time
when Joe Coors gave the company
a black eye among feminist groups
for his opposition to ERA. Coors
also started one of the country’s
first employee wellness centers,
and was involved in many civic
organizations.

In 1939, Coors began working
for Coors Brewing as a chemical
engineer and continued working
for over 64 years, serving as
Chairman from 1959 to 2000.
Coors Brewing merged with
Molson in 2004, to become
Molson Coors. Bill Coors
remained active until just two
years ago as an official beer taste
tester.

Barley supply at risk?

Major brewing companies,
including Anheuser-Busch InBev,
Molson Coors, and Carlsberg, are
studying computer models of
potential impacts of climate
change on the world supply of barley, the major grain used in beer
production.
According to a Wall Street
Journal report, an international
group of agricultural specialists
and climate economists fear
worldwide barley yields could fall
3 to 17 percent by the end of the
century, depending on the actual
severity of climate change.
Jess Newman, director of U.S.
Agronomy at AB InBev, commented, “We have seen there are
changes that are already happening. We are proactively investing
in breeding and crop management
to make sure our growers can
thrive in the new world.”
The Brewers Association,
which represents about 4,500 craft
brewers, is funding projects to
develop barley and hops that are
more tolerant of droughts and
heat.

Some beer oddities

The restaurant chain, IHOP, is
diversifying menus, and the latest,
according to grubstreet.com, is a
beer that will be produced in collaboration with Keegan Ales in the
Hudson Valley in New York.
The first brew will be a seasonal, pumpkin pancake stout.
For better or worse, it will be
available in New York only.
If pumpkin pancake beer isn’t
enough, a Houston company,
Good Boy Dog Beer is producing
several canned drinks that look
like beer but are designed for
dogs.
According to Esquire, the
company has three types of dog
beer, with another brew on the
way, to be called “Crotch Sniffin’
Ale.”
I spend a lot of time in autumn
months with my Labrador retriever, Kiri, and it’s nice to know that
at the end of an outing it might be
possible for us to share a couple
cold ones.
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Support packaged liquor stores this month
ABL News Release
American Beverage Licensees
(ABL) and licensed beverage alcohol retailers nationwide will join
together to celebrate the 8th
Annual Package Liquor Store
Month this November.
During the month of
November, which kicks off the
busy holiday sales season for
package stores, ABL is encouraging everyone to recognize the
important and vital role that these
small businesses play within their
local communities, according to an
ABL news release. This monthlong celebration highlights the
hard work, accomplishments and
contributions of independent package liquor store owners from
across the United States,
By investing in off-premise
beverage licenses, which can cost
hundreds of thousands of dollars,
package liquor stores owners are
“buying-in” to their states’ threetier alcohol systems; agreeing to
operate under licensing rules
implemented by public officials;
and committing to the responsible
sale of beverage alcohol, the
release said.
Package store owners, the
release added, are leading by
example when it comes to ensuring the proper sale of age-restricted products through specialized
staff training; new product education and tastings; and by ensuring
they remain accountable to industry regulators, while also helping
to develop and shape industrywide regulations and policies.
Across the country, the ABL
said, off-premise beverage alcohol
retailers also play an important
and dynamic role within the
greater economy – both at the state

Server training
material online

Free signage and education
materials can be found online at
www.AlcoholServer Training.mt.gov:
• To order education materials,
click on the ‘Order Education
Materials’ tab. Just choose your
items, add to your shopping cart,
check out and place your order.
• To verify server training, click
on the ‘Training Verification’ tab.
Enter first and last name and date of
birth and click search.
• To look for scheduled Let’s
Control It server training classes,
click on the ‘Calendar for State
Classes’ tab. You can search by city,
county or month.
• To find a state trainer in your
area, click on the ‘State Certified
Trainers’ tab and enter the county
and click filter.

and federal levels – with an overall economic impact of $87.9 billion last year. These retailers further account for more than
551,000 jobs and $33.12 billion in
wages and benefits (averaging
$39,800 annually) – along with
$6.22 billion in state taxes and
$7.76 billion in federal taxes.
“Local, independently owned
and operated off-premise retailers
serve and invest in their communities,” said ABL President Warren
Scheidt, the owner of 12 package
liquor stores in central Indiana.
“They are much more than just
sellers of beer, wine and spirits –
they also sponsor youth athletics
organizations, support various
civic endeavors, and tend to be on
the frontlines of their communities
after natural disasters and in other
times of need.”
Some of the last independently-owned businesses on “Main
Street,” beverage alcohol retailers
also serve as the face of the industry within the framework of the
three-tier system, the release
added. These stores are where beverage brands are built and sustained by providing consumers
with an education about beer, wine
and spirits from trusted experts.
This includes knowing where and
how items are produced, as well as
how best to enjoy and share them
responsibly with friends and family.
“As consumers continue to
embrace new products and enjoy
established brands, independent
package store owners create a marketplace that benefits the entire
beverage alcohol industry and the
millions of consumers that enjoy
its products,” said John
Bodnovich, ABL Executive

Director. “Superior choice, great
value and commitment to firstclass customer service make for
better informed and more responsible consumers of beverage alcohol.”
This November, ABL encourages you to show your support for

Package Liquor Store Month by
posting a picture of your favorite
package liquor store to Facebook
and/or Twitter using the hashtag
#PLSMonth. You can also download and share a number of promotional materials from the ABL
website.

ABL study measures retail impact
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Alcohol sales create
over 2 million jobs,
$48 billion in taxes

ABL News Release
As the American economy continues to
grow, a new economic impact report released
today details the significant impact that
America’s beer, wine and spirits retailers have
on their local, state and national economies
through job creation, direct economic impact
and the generation of tax revenues.
The 2018 Economic Impact Study of
America’s Beer, Wine & Spirits Retailers provides an in-depth look at the important role that
beverage licensees play by creating more than
2.03 million jobs from direct retail alcohol sales
and paying more than $47.9 billion in local,
state and federal taxes. The direct economic
impact of America’s beer, wine and spirits retail
industry is more than $122.63 billion annually;
the total economic impact of the industry is
$363.33 billion annually; and the industry is
responsible for 1.65 percent of the U.S. economy based on total GDP.
“Now in its fourth iteration, this independent
economic impact report confirms the value
licensed beverage retailers provide to their communities and adds an economic chapter to the
success story of a beverage alcohol marketplace
that delivers more choice to consumers than
ever before,” said ABL Executive Director John
Bodnovich. “As grassroots advocates for the
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thriving hospitality industry, independent beverage licensees frequently share the stories of their
Main Street businesses and how they are part of
the civic fabric of their hometowns. This report
underscores their remarkable impact as employers, taxpayers and economic engines at the local,
state and national levels.”
The biennial report – which updates the
2016 Economic Impact Study of America’s
Beer, Wine & Spirits Retailers – was conducted

they taverns, restaurants, hotels, package stores,
or local grocers, are an important part of nearly
every community in the country,” said John
Dunham, Managing Partner of John Dunham &
Associates. “Not only do they provide important
jobs and services, but they also generate millions of dollars in tax revenues for the federal,
state and local governments.” Dunham added,
“Our research shows how this growing industry
creates more than 9 million full-time equivalent
jobs, real jobs held by real people in a variety of
fields including manufacturing, agriculture and
hospitality.”

A tool for ABL members

by economic research firm John Dunham &
Associates. All alcohol-related jobs in onpremise full-service restaurants and drinking
places, as well as all alcohol-related jobs in offpremise package stores, are included as these
businesses depend on the sale of alcohol for a
substantial portion of their revenues and profits.
In all other locations, this analysis examines onand off- premise retail alcohol beverage sales
accounting for full time and equivalent jobs
related solely to the sale of alcohol.
“The beverage alcohol industry is one of the
most dynamic sectors of the economy today.
Licensed on- and off-premise establishments, be

ABL members have access to state-specific
breakdowns of the 2018 Economic Impact Study
of America’s Beer, Wine & Spirits Retailers via
the ABL website (www.ablusa.org). These
reports, talking points and data sets can be created and downloaded to reflect the impact of retail
beverage alcohol sales at the national, state, congressional district, and state legislative district
levels. This provides ABL members with a
means to demonstrate the significant contributions they make to their local communities. ABL
members can obtain a password to download
reports by contacting their state licensed beverage association.
“ABL supports its members as they advocate
for their businesses and industry in their state
legislatures, and support commonsense alcohol
laws and regulations,” noted Bodnovich. “This
report and its findings will aid them in these
efforts.”

State dart tourney a ton of fun
November 2018
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Montana Tavern Times
State champions in several
divisions were crowned at the
ninth annual 2018 Montana NDA
State Dart Tournament, sponsored
by the Montana Coin Machine
Operators Association, in
Lewistown Oct. 12-14.
The tournament at the Yogo
Inn featured four different events
and three or four levels per event
(depending on entries) for throwers
who play in an NDA-sanctioned
league. Over $20,000 in prize
money was given out.
One event, the three-person
team event, provided the players a
chance to mix it up and compete
with players from different charter
holders through teams with at least
one female, said tournament organizer Trevor Foster, director of operations for Golden Route
Operations Montana.
See the tables on this page for
the results of the tournament.

SHANE FUCHS of Billings takes aim during the championship
Crickets match during State Dart Tournament sponsored by
MCMOA Oct. 13 in Lewistown. Fuchs went on to win the event.
Below, Jade Gilmore of Miles City gets in some practice.

Paul Tash photo

JADE GILMORE of Miles City
gets in some practice during
State Dart Tournament Oct. 13
in Lewistown.

Paul Tash photo
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O N YO U R 2 3 r d A N N I V E R S A RY !

Our hearty congratulations the Montana Tavern
Times on the occasion of its 23rd anniversary.
We are proud that the Tavern Times
is one of the leading tavern-industry
newspapers in the United States.
Keep up the good work!
John Hayes

Executive Secretary, CCTA
Hayes Insurance Agency

Travis Woltermann
Golden Route Operations
Billings

Ronda Wiggers

Lobbyist, Montana Coin
Machine Operators Association

Blaine Bowman, Sales Mgr.

Art LaGaly

Sales/Marketing Dir.
Fleetwood Gaming
Billings

Brad Martens,
Kevin Head
THE
RHINO

Brock Lohman - 406-599-0457

Congratulations,
Montana Tavern Times!
Neil Peterson, Exec. Dir.

GIA
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Congratulations on 23
great years serving the
Montana Tavern Industry
When we need news of our industry,
there is only one place to turn
and that is to our own publication, the

Montana Tavern Times.

Keep up the good work - we applaud you!

Yellowstone County
Tavern Association

23rd Anniversary
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Happy

Montana
Tavern
Times
from the

Tri-County
Beverage
Association

Lewis & Clark • Jefferson • Broadwater

Congratulations!

Montana Tavern Times!

Congrats!

Montana Tavern Times

The Central Montana Tavern Assoc.
wants to thank
you for 23
years of

dedicated

reporting

on the issues

important to the

MTA and Montana

tavern owners.
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Best Wishes to the
Montana Tavern Times
on the occasion of your

23rd Anniversary!
from staff
and members of the
Montana Tavern Association
Your partners in industry
communication.
United in serving our
organization as we
meet the challenges
of the future.

Montana Tavern Association
920 E. Lyndale, Helena, MT 59601
(406) 442-5040

Congratulations,

Montana Tavern Times,

23rd
on your

And thank you

to all those who

attended our

very successful

Anniversary! dinner and auction
from the Butte-Silver Bow
Tavern Association

last month!
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It’s time to celebrate!

Montana
Tavern
Times
Congratulations to the

on your

23rd Anniversary!

From all the
members of the
Gallatin County
Tavern
Association

Cascade County
Tavern Association
Montana Tavern Times
is thankful to have a great relationship with the

over the past 23 years.

With the busy schedules operators keep, it is nice
to read the Tavern Times to see what is going on
in our industry across the state and nation.

Thanks a million!
Happy Birthday
from all of us.
Here's hoping you
have many more
successful years

The Carbon-Stillwater
Tavern Association
is proud to wish the

Montana Tavern Times
a happy 23rd anniversary.

Here’s to another 22 years as
a valuable partner to the MTA, the
Carbon-Stillwater Association
and all our members.
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MTT • Buy • Sell • Trade
BUSINESSES FOR SALE

Far West Casino & Restaurant
in Hardin, MT
The Far West is a prime spot in
Big Horn County located right
next to I-90 and the best motels
in town. The owner’s passing
and shortly after an electrical
fire in the casino forced the
closing of this establishment.
All claims are finally settled
and this property is looking for
the next owner to turn it into
the best place in the region
again. The main floor is about
3,200 sf that housed the restaurant and casino. The second
floor is slightly smaller because
of outdoor patio area but has a
2 bedroom living quarters,
office and mechanical room.
Property requires some remodeling but don’t let that stop you
from seeing the potential. Call
Dan at 406-696-4676 for an
appointment to look. $274,900
with full liquor license.

Historic MT Bar & Casino
in Broadus, MT
Floatable all-beverage license
with gaming. Front bar with
additional bar in back with
dining room and dance floor.
Local oil activity picking up
and pipeline construction
scheduled for 2019. $150,000.
Liquor license only, floatable in
Powder River Co., available.
406-690-2859 or 406-690-2856.

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

Sting Restaurant, Sports Bar & Casino – 1121 5th St S, Great Falls
Here is your opportunity to own an established, profitable bar and casino
just a block off 10th Ave South in Great Falls. (est. 40k traffic count).
8,610 sf interior space on a 2.62-acre lot, with a fenced outdoor event
space. Land, building, liquor and FF&E – $1,699,000. Call Catalyst
Commercial for details, 406-590-1580, or visit www.catalyst-cre.com/flyers.

SIR’S SCOTT’S
OASIS STEAKHOUSE
& LOUNGE in MANHATTAN
Rated one of the best steak
houses in Montana – voted
“Best Steak in Bozeman” for
past 20 years plus! High volume for 40 years w/same owners, now ready to retire. Sale
includes land, building, full
liquor license with gaming,
FF&E. Building has had major
updating. Kitchen state-of-theart. Super clean. Price reduced
to $1,800,000.

Contact Lyle Dunham, Broker
Dunham Real Estate Services
406-425-0180

TURN KEY PROFITABLE neighborhood business with all equipment &
fixtures. Great clientele, pool & dart
leagues. Excellent gaming casino with
extra serving station just for machines.
Kitchen and dining area, lots of storage. High traffic count. Great exposure
& easy access to the large parking lot.
$1,250,000. 18-421. Call Century 21
McDonald Realty 406-761-2811.

Beaver Creek Brewery
in Wibaux, MT
The original Eastern Montana brewery
and Beaver Creek’s historic Gem
Theatre and Pub are FOR SALE!
Located in Wibaux, right on the
Montana/North Dakota border on
Interstate 94, this destination is either
the first brewery in or the last brewery
out of the great state of Montana and
only 30 miles from Teddy Roosevelt
National Park in Medora, ND. These
sister businesses are housed in two
connected 1915 fully renovated buildings with new electrical, plumbing and
HVAC systems installed in 2008 and
2012. This turnkey, fully operating,
profitable micro-brewery and pub
comes with a brewer’s license, as well
as a beer and wine retail license. Our
10 bbl brewhouse with 65 bbls of fermentation capacity is primed for
expansion and packaging. We have
partnered with distributors in both
Montana and North Dakota for 8 plus
years. We also utilize our ability to
self-distribute to some markets.
Popular with tourist and locals alike,
customers come from miles around to
enjoy a great meal, live music, and sip
our award-winning beer in our beautiful beer garden. The tap room seats 60,
the beer garden seats 75, and the pub
seats 72. From 2016-2017, the pub had
a 22% increase in gross sales. It has
also been named in the top 100 small
live music venues and has extensive
parking. Come be part of the Montana
Craft Beer and Live Music Industry.
Serious inquiries only
to jim@beavercreekbrewery.com
Billing beer and wine license with
gaming.
– Bob Pulley, broker, 670-7947

Just $4.50 per line
1-406-494-0100
paul@tashcommunications.com

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

Established bar
in Clyde Park, MT
Locally owned, well established
bar in Clyde Park, MT. The
owner is ready to retire and sell
it ALL! Huge clientele of locals
and tourists. Antlers Bar is 20
minutes from Livingston on
US-89 heading to White Sulfur.
Owner is selling ALL inventory
(except leased items) with the
business, inlcuding a 2002
Dodge quad-cab pickup and
2004 4-wheeler with snowplow.
Liquor license included.
rmartellrealestate@gmail.com
406-671-1914

DAVE'S 2018 TIPS
FOR SELLING YOUR BAR
My advice is simple. You’ve
undoubtedly worked very hard
in your bar/restaurant over the
years. Pick someone who works
at least as hard, and totally
understands the hospitality business! Contact me for a free consultation, and I’ll explain how
I’ll market your property.
Club Bar, Ronan, Mt.
Price reduction - now $399,999!
Bozeman Real Estate Group
Dave Everett Realtor®
406-600-0647
Dave@BozemanRealEstate.group
LICENSES FOR SALE

Restaurant Beer and Wine License,
Helena. Please call Chris at 303-6186116 or chris@c2qltd.com.

Floatable all beverage liquor license
with gaming. Price negotiable. Call
406-789-2208.

Floatable all-beverage
liquor license with gaming
Current city license in Laurel MT.
Negotiable. For information contact
back3198@aol.com.
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BUSINESSES FOR SALE

NICKEL WADE’S FOR SALE!
Own your own successful restaurant, bar, and casino with paved parking lot along Hwy 2 in Glasgow, Montana! Motivated seller is including all existing inventory and fixtures, liquor, full liquor license, and
10 owned poker machines. Commercial kitchen, appliances, coolers
and freezer included as well. Sale price $350,000. Call United
Insurance and Realty for more details, 406-228-9356, and view more
photos on our website: www.unitedinsuranceandrealty.com.
LICENSES FOR SALE

LICENSE TRADE
I currently possess a beer/wine license
(with gaming) in Billings, MT. I want
to trade this license (and CASH) for a
full liquor license (with gaming) in
Billings. Call Dennis at 715-760-1061.

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

paul@tashcommunications.com

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

Cart Wheel Casino & Liquor Store – 1900 10th Ave S – Great Falls
Turn-key casino & liquor store. Room to expand. High roadway traffic – about 40,000 vehicles per day. The growing University of
Providence is only one block away. Sale includes land, building,
liquor license, FF&E. $1,465,000.
Dawn McKenney, realtor ®
Keller Williams Realty
406-868-3209

LICENSES FOR SALE

All-bev license, inventory
All-beverage liquor license with gaming & catering available, as is entire
alcohol inventory. Owner motivated to
sell. Call (907) 252-6493 or email
goode@alaska.net.

Just $4.50 per line
1-406-494-0100

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Billings operator has 12 bar chairs ($75
each) and 11 tables ($50 each) to sell.
Call Dan at 406-656-2800.

Gaming machines for sale
Four Spielo and one IGT. Machines
have been in a casino through 9-1-18
and all are working and in excellent
condition. $7, 975 or reasonable best
offer. Call 406-690-5029.
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