capital works project. The government has allocated
another $2 million to make the project possible.

Making a Difference

The College of The Bahamas gratefully acknowledges and thanks its loyal donors for
their support in moving us closer to our goal to build The University of The Bahamas.

Breaking New Ground for Business

W

hen The College of The Bahamas along
with executives of RBC Royal Bank,
Franklyn and Sharon Wilson and
Bahamas government representatives
struck the ground with their shovels in June, they
broke ground for a new era of competitiveness in the
field of Bahamian business, an era to be symbolized by
The College’s new Graduate Business Centre.

The centre will bear the name of businessman and
former College Council Chairman Franklyn R. Wilson,
The College's largest individual donor and the centre's
main lecture theatre, anticipated to be the academic
hub of the building, will be named for RBC Royal
Bank of Canada, The College's largest corporate
donor. Mr. Wilson and his wife Sharon and RBC have
together donated $2 million towards the $4 million

The F. R. Wilson Graduate Business Centre will be
constructed on land adjacent to the Culinary and
Hospitality Management Institute on Tucker Road
and will become the nucleus of graduate studies in
areas including Management, Accounting, Banking
& Finance and Human Resources and home to
The College’s Faculty of Business. In September,
The College launched its Master of Business
Administration [MBA] programme with an initial
cohort of 19 students. The MBA is The College’s first
graduate programme offered independently of a
partner institution.

This new building

demonstrates the powerful
impact that private giving

is having on the landscape
and development of
The College

The facility itself will be a 3-storey building with
a large, state-of-the art lecture theatre along with
modern classrooms, a student computer lab, student
and faculty lounge spaces and faculty office spaces.

Businessman and former College Council Chairman Franklyn Wilson, after whom the
Graduate Business Centre will be named, said he was humbled by the honour.

The realistion of the new centre would not be possible
without RBC Royal Bank of Canada, a company with a
century long legacy of corporate responsibility in The
Bahamas and a longstanding donor to The College.
Ross McDonald, Head of Caribbean banking shared,
“We are pleased to be a part of this historic moment
for The College. The Graduate Business Centre will
have a lasting impact for years to come, allowing COB
to attract the brightest students to study in business
fields that are key to the further development of The
Bahamas.”
Another large contribution to the building will come
from Sunshine Holdings, which will provide inkind contributions of expertise in architectural and
structural engineering, project management, land and
quantity surveying.
The F. R. Wilson Graduate Business Centre is a priority
capital project for The College with construction slated
to begin in the 2010-2011 academic year.

“This new building demonstrates the powerful impact
that private giving is having on the landscape and
development of The College,” said former College
President Janyne Hodder during the groundbreaking
ceremony, “I could not be happier today, in celebrating
the impact of the philanthropy of RBC and the
Wilsons.”

From left: Tanya McCartney, Managing Director, Royal Bank of Canada; Janyne M. Hodder, former President, The College of The Bahamas; Sharon and Franklyn Wilson; T. Baswell Donaldson,
College Council Chairman; Senator the Hon. Dion Foulkes; Ross McDonald Head of Caribbean Banking, RBC Royal Bank of Canada and Chairman, RBC Finco Board of Directors and Gary Mullins,
former President Hodder’s husband participate in the ground breaking ceremony at the site of the new F. R. Wilson Graduate Business Centre on Tucker Road on Thursday, June 10, 2010.
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A longtime supporter of The College of The Bahamas,
Mr. Wilson is a firm believer in the institution's
capacity to produce top talent and contribute to the
country’s growth and development. “The Graduate
Business Centre must be a pivotal instrument for the
realisation of the best dreams of this country. I am
humbled that The College deems it appropriate to
associate my name with this facility,” he said.

Ross McDonald, Head of Caribbean Banking, RBC Royal Bank of Canada and Chairman,
RBC Finco Board of Directors; Senator the Hon. Dion Foulkes and businessman and
former College Council Chairman Franklyn Wilson during a light hearted moment at
the ground breaking.
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Rotary Gift Supports Nursing and Allied Health
A Leadership Return on a $500,000 Investment

C

ommonwealth Bank has positioned itself as
a leader in the Bahamian financial services
industry by being the first commercial
bank to acquire $1 billion in assets. So it
was only fitting that the bank invested in the next
generation of leaders by pledging $500,000 towards
the Commonwealth Bank Emerging Leaders Award
programme at The College of The Bahamas.
The gift further strengthened a longstanding
relationship with The College, while allowing the bank
to continue to fulfill a purpose to support and promote
education in The Bahamas.

enroll at The College each year and more and more of
them need financial aid in order to help them realise
their academic goals.
"There are so many bright, young Bahamians who
simply do not have the funding to pursue higher
education,” said College of The Bahamas Union of
Students [COBUS] President Antonio Butler, “There
are so many current students at The College of The
Bahamas who are financially forced to work long
hours in order to afford their education.”

F

or many years, graduates of the School of
Nursing & Allied Health Professions, have
formed the backbone of a skilled and vibrant
health care system. Earlier this year, The
Rotary Club of Nassau Sunrise made a significant
investment toward strengthening the nursing and
allied health care sector by donating $55,000 worth of
learning aids, audio visual and digital equipment to
the Hilda Bowen Library at the School of Nursing &
Allied Health Professions.
The Rotary Club’s generous donation demonstrated
the group’s belief that social welfare issues can be
tackled by building future capacity with support to
those who will eventually become practitioners in the
necessary fields.
Mr. Felix Stubbs, Assistant District Governor for
Rotary in The Bahamas, explained “The Rotary Club
thought it would be appropriate to make a donation
which focuses on nursing education because of its
importance to the overall health and well-being of all
Bahamians.”
The items donated included laptop computers,
digital cameras, DVD portable players and various
instructional DVDs on Physical Examinations,
Medical-Surgical Nursing, Maternity and Pediatrics,
Psychiatric Mental Health and Electrocardiography
which are shared via The College’s Virtual Library.
It was a warmly welcomed gift as access to
information and expanding knowledge in areas of

From left: Mavis Burrows, Vice President Operations, Commonwealth Bank; Elma Garraway, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education; Ian Jennings, Senior Vice President and CFO,
Commonwealth Bank; Desmond Bannister, Minister of Education; T. Baswell Donaldson, Chairman, College of The Bahamas Council; Former College President Janyne M. Hodder;
Anthea Cox, Vice President Human Resources, Commonwealth Bank and Antonio Butler, President, College of The Bahamas Union of Students (COBUS).

“At Commonwealth Bank we started off small, but
our ambition was to achieve the equal heights at that
time of the international banks, built on the belief that
things Bahamian can succeed. As we look around
we can see the same philosophy at The College of
The Bahamas, the dream, the university,” said Ian
Jennings, Senior Vice President and Chief Financial
Officer, Commonwealth Bank.
The new award supports students with demonstrated
financial need who are studying full time in any
degree programme. This gift commitment spans a
10-year period and will be used to fund 40 student
awards, valued at up to $12,000 each for a four year
degree programme. More than 1,000 new students
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Former College President Janyne M. Hodder was
particularly elated about this generous support from
the Bank and its legacy of supporting students and
education.
“The College believes that higher education should
never be out of the reach of young Bahamians
solely due to financial constraints,” she said,
“Commonwealth Bank is demonstrating that they too
agree with us on this principle and we thank them.”
With a long record of community building, the Bank
has demonstrated leadership by example. It has also
been contributing towards scholarships at The College
for more than a decade.

From left are: Ms. Willamae Johnson, College Librarian, Libraries and Instructional Media
Services; Mrs. Coral Dean, Instructor, School of Nursing and Allied Health Professions; Mrs.
Carla Card-Stubbs, President, Rotary Club of Nassau Sunrise; Mrs. Patricia Miller Brown,
Chair, School of Nursing and Allied Health Professions; Ms. Virginia Ballance, Nursing and
Health Sciences Librarian, Hilda Bowen Library; Mr. Steve Robinson, President, Rotary Club
of Castleberry, Florida; Mr. Barry Rassin, Past Rotary International Director; Dr. Brendamae
Cleare, Dean, Pure and Applied Sciences, The College of the Bahamas; Dr. Zorene Curry,
Head of Department, Allied Health Professions, School of Nursing and Allied Health
Professions; and Mr. Felix Stubbs, Assistant District Governor, Rotary District 7020.

particular importance to The Bahamas are integral
to The College’s mission of supporting national
development.
“The donation from Rotary enables the library to
bolster its support to the Nursing School through
access to 'cutting edge' resources that will ensure that
students in the nursing and allied health programmes
are equipped to dispense a high level of health care
services to the community when they leave The
College of The Bahamas,” said Ms. Willamae Johnson,
College Librarian.

Insurance Company of The Bahamas Funds Entrance Scholarship

B

elieving that education is a powerful tool
for change and that tertiary education plays
a vital role in the nation’s overall welfare,
Insurance Company of The Bahamas [ICB]
Limited made a $20,000 contribution to fund an
entrance scholarship at The College of The Bahamas.

The gift signified profound support for the pursuit
of higher education to empower and equip the next
generation of leaders and innovators in The Bahamas.
“Insurance Company of The Bahamas understands the
crucial role that tertiary education plays in the health
of a nation,” said ICB General Manager, Mr. Tom Duff.
“We subscribe to the view of Nelson Mandela who
said, ‘Education is the most powerful weapon which
you can use to change the world.’”

The Insurance Company of The Bahamas Entrance
Scholarship makes $5,000 available every year for four
years to a student entering a full time undergraduate
degree programme. The award is based on academic
merit.
“Being a Bahamian company, and in line with our
corporate goal of giving something back to our local
communities, ICB is delighted to partner with The
College of The Bahamas in providing a four year
scholarship for a deserving student. In making this
commitment, we recognise the very important role
that The College plays in educating the young people
of The Bahamas,” added Mr. Duff.
The College has acknowledged the generosity and
commitment of ICB and its support of Bahamian students.
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Here is a quick look at what is going on around The College

Janyne M. Hodder Endowment Funds Study Abroad
Come to The College of The Bahamas and see the
world! It’s something that former College of The
Bahamas President Janyne M. Hodder often touted
during her four-year presidency and a declaration that
helped to inspire the Canadian Friends of The Bahamas
[CFOB] to establish an endowment in her honour for
study abroad travel awards for students of The College.
The endowment was launched in November, 2010 with
an initial contribution of $50,000. Since Fall 2007, 46

students have cultivated fresh global perspectives while
participating in study abroad and student exchange
programmes at partnering institutions in Canada,
Cuba, England, Mexico, Spain and the United States.
Architectural Engineering major, Kareem Cumberbatch,
also completed an extraordinary voyage around the
world on the Semester at Sea programme administered
by the Institute for Shipboard Education and
academically sponsored by the University of Virginia.

College Bids Farewell to Janyne Hodder

2

1

1

2

3

1. Former COB President Janyne Hodder with
COBUS executives
2. Hodder and President Emerita Dr. Keva Bethel embrace
3. Mr. Lowell Mortimer, College Council member, and Mr.
Franklyn Wilson, former College Council Chairman, chat
during the luncheon
4. Ms. Hodder, her husband Gary Mullins and College
Council Chairman Mr. T Baswell Donaldson
4
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1. From left: Stuart Dunn, Chairman, Holdun Asset Management; Ross McDonald, Head of Caribbean Banking, RBC & Canadian Friends of The
Bahamas Board Member; Janyne M. Hodder, former President of The College of The Bahamas; Kareem Cumberbatch, COB student and study
abroad receipient; Judith Whitehead, College Council Deputy Chair; and Earla Carey-Baines, President of The College of The Bahamas
2. Kareem Cumberbatch, COB student and “Semester at Sea” study abroad receipient
3. Janyne M. Hodder, former College of The Bahamas President
4. Ross McDonald, Head of Caribbean Banking, RBC & Canadian Friends of The Bahamas Board Member
5. Earla Carey-Baines, former College of The Bahamas President
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Dr. Betsy Vogel-Boze Appointed President

Around The World in Ninety Days

Veteran academic administrator
Dr. Betsy Vogel-Boze has been
appointed the new President of The
College of The Bahamas. Dr. VogelBoze’s, appointment strengthens the
institution’s legacy of excellence and
academic distinction, and is expected
to significantly impact The College’s
international presence. Broader
community engagement is also an
expected goal.

she joined the AASCU, a leadership
organisation of 430 public colleges
and universities, in 2009 after serving
as Campus Dean and Chief Executive
Officer of Kent State University Stark.
Kent Stark is a public liberal arts
university offering baccalaureate and
masters degrees. Her experience in
academic administration spans 20
years in multi-campus university
environments.

Ninety days. Twelve cities. One floating university.
Kareem Cumberbatch, studying Architectural
Engineering with a minor in Spanish, is not your
typical teenager. At 18, he’s travelled around the world,
experienced rich and diverse cultures and developed a
global perspective while earning college credits.

Dr. Vogel-Boze’s appointment
takes effect from January 1, 2011 to
December 31, 2014.

Experienced in building and
transforming tertiary academic
institutions, Dr. Vogel-Boze succeeds
Dr. Earla Carey-Baines, who was
appointed President effective July 1,
2010 and whose terms in office ended
on December 31st, 2010.

A former Senior Fellow at the
American Association of State
Colleges and Universities (AASCU),

Dr. Betsy Vogel-Boze

First Year Student Wins Michael Manley Essay Competition
Shock and disbelief was the way Christopher
Worrell, an Economics major at The College, reacted
to winning the highly competitive Michael Manley
Essay Competition for Undergraduate Students in
Tertiary Institutions.

During his term on board the ship, Kareem took
four courses which counted towards his COB credit.
The programme offers 20 disciplines of study and 75
different courses.
Kareem and a few of his Semester at Sea friends
pose near the Volcano National Park in Hilo, Hawaii

New Agreement for Online Medical Resources
In September, The College sealed a
formal collaboration with the Ministry
of Health, the Public Hospitals'
Authority and the University of the
West Indies-School of Clinical Medicine
and Research, creating the Bahamas
Health Sciences Library Consortium.
Members of the consortium signed
an agreement for expanded access
to digital medical databases and
collections and reference and online
health care training resources, marking
the first time that that library partners
pooled their resources to provide
access to electronic shared resources.

“For me, my reward really was that I was able to be
the first to represent The Bahamas in another country
in this form and come out with excellence,” says
Christopher. “Hopefully I’ll be able to represent it in a
greater capacity, but I will take what I can for now.”
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As The College deepens its relationship with the
Institute for Shipboard Education and the University of
Virginia, many more students will follow in Kareem’s
globe trotting footsteps.

The only Caribbean student participating in the
adventure, Kareem flew to San Diego, California, where
the MV Explorer was docked and from there travelled
the world visiting places like Viet Nam, Ghana,
Mauritius and Brazil.

Outside of the classroom, he formed what he hopes will
become lasting friendships with students from all over

In fact, it took Christopher, a college student for only
two semesters, a while to process his astounding win
over a host of juniors and seniors from a number
of institutions including the University of the West
Indies. He wrote a compelling, 2000-word essay that
challenged the idealism of former Jamaican Prime
Minister the late Michael Manley’s belief that selfreliance, equality and democracy are objectives towards
which we must strive to build a just society. His
argument was enough to win over the panel of judges.

At a ceremony held in June at the headquarters of the
Jamaica Confederation of Trade Unions in Kingston,
Jamaica, Christopher proudly accepted his first place
prize of a US $1,000 cheque and a certificate, the first
for a COB student. He also met Michael Manley’s
widow, Glynne and his son Joseph who were both
impressed by his achievement.

His worldwide adventure took place on board the
MV Explorer as a student of the Semester at Sea [SAS]
programme which is operated by the Institute for
Shipboard Education sponsored by the University of
Virginia. The College’s first SAS student was funded by
a gift from the Lyford Cay Foundation.

the world and learnt an important lesson along the way.
“My experience exposed me to people from different
backgrounds, alternative lifestyles, different beliefs
and it taught me to be tolerant and understanding and
accept a person for who they are.”

Michael Manley’s widow, Glynne Manley, and first year student Christopher Worrell

Back row: L-R Patricia Hamilton, Librarian, Princess Margaret Hospital; Mary Ellen Bilafer, Account Executive, EBSCO Publishing; Dr. Morton A. Frankson, Lecturer, UWI; Willamae Johnson,
College Librarian, Libraries and Instructional Media Services, COB; Wendyi Poitier-Albury, Council Secretary, COB; Leslie Isaacs, Legal Advisor, Public Hospitals Authority; Cheryl Thompson,
Deputy Chief Health Education Officer, Department of Public Health At table: L-R: Dorothy Hepburn, Deputy Hospital Administrator, PMH; Robin Roberts, Director, UWI School of Clinical
Medicine & Research; Earla Carey-Baines, President, COB; Maisie Evans, Deputy Permanent Secretary, Legal Advisor, Ministry of Health (photo by Anthony Brown)
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COB and Rhodes University in Faculty Exchange

Int’l Journal on Bahamian Studies Probes Social Quandaries

The College of The Bahamas and Rhodes University
in South Africa participated in a faculty exchange this
year courtesy of a grant awarded by the International
Association of Universities [IAU]. The exchange
was aimed at providing a professional collaborative
experience for higher education professionals
through the Leadership Development for Higher
Education Reform (LEADHER) grant. The programme
creates opportunities for learning partnerships and
collaboration among IAU member institutions and
taps into the wealth of diverse institutional reform
experience around the world.

Research is a vital component of the mission of
The College of The Bahamas and much like the
institution’s own evolution, its research publication
has also undergone a transition. In October, the 16th
volume of The College’s research was re-launched
with a new name and a purposefully new focus.

In January, Assistant Professor, School of Education,
Dr. Marcella Elliott and Chair, School of Mathematics,
Physics and Technology, Dr. Carlton Watson, along
with International Relations Liaison, Mr. Valdez
Russell, travelled to South Africa for an institutional
learning visit at Rhodes University. The following
month, Rhodes University professors Chrissie
Boughey and Robert O’Donoghue visited The College.
Both legs of the exchange focused on the environment,
sustainability and higher education.
“The opportunity to exchange ideas between
the Small Island Sustainability programme in
The Bahamas and the Environmental Education
and Sustainability Unit at Rhodes, provided a
good framework for exploring, examining and
incorporating best practices regarding education and
research at both institutions,” said Mr. Russell.

New Director of Development
In October 2010, The College welcomed
Ms. Davinia Blair as the new Director of
Development, responsible for facilitating,
coordinating and providing leadership for the
identification, cultivation and stewardship of
donors and management of volunteers.
Ms. Blair, a former economics major at The
College [1996-1998], joined the institution
following a successful career in the financial
services sector where she was most recently
Assistant Vice President, Trading and Asset
Management at Hottinger Bank and Trust.
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At Rhodes, the Centre for Higher Education Research,
Teaching and Learning (CHERTL) plays an important
role in infusing sustainability initiatives throughout
the university. “It’s about looking at different ways
of teaching to support economies of scale,” explained
Professor Boughey, director of the centre. “This year
we have got a big project running through our Faculty
of Commerce which is that we are looking at all of our
first year classes, going through a massive curriculum
project and what we hope is to have is much better
teaching of those classes at the end.”
The exchange also provided an opportunity for
discussions about collaborative science, environment
and sustainability education research; initiatives to
promote mathematics education research and teacher
education exchanges.

Dr. Carlton Watson, Chair, School of Mathematics, Physics and Technology; Dr. Marcella
Elliott, Assistant Professor, Mathematics and Mr. Valdez K. Russell, International Relations
Liaison in South Africa

The International Journal of Bahamian Studies
has become an important nationally focused yet
internationally poised peer-reviewed publication. The
journal’s content is available online to researchers,
students and scholars worldwide.
Volume 16 features five articles written by College
faculty and students as well as international
researchers; it also includes literature reviews and
a book review. The content relates to a range of
social issues including the relationship between
the corporal punishment of children and domestic
violence; a history of criminal executions in The
Bahamas; an analysis of the issue of statelessness and
the citizenship of children born in The Bahamas to
non-Bahamian parents residing illegally; a study of
the peculiarities of written Bahamian English and an
analysis of how owners care for their dogs.
The research articles of COB faculty members Lisa
Benjamin and Raymond Oenbring respectively
consider the main economic effects that climate change

is anticipated to have in Small Island Developing
States and analyse standard Bahamian English while
presenting some of its unique features in comparison
with other international variants of English.
Director of Planning William Fielding’s research
paper assesses the level of care of 424 dogs, classified
as small dogs, large dogs, pit bulls and ‘potcakes’.
Additionally, a team of COB researchers led by Chair,
School of Social Sciences, Dr. Shane Brennen, examines
the link between violence in homes – mainly corporal
punishment of children used as discipline – and other
behaviours including sexual abuse, illegal drug use,
domestic violence and the abuse of pets.
The journal’s international research contributions
include the case study of children born of Haitian
parents without status and how The Bahamas fails
to consider their best interests in laws and policies
by Kristy Belton, a University of Connecticut Ph.d.
student. Another research feature by William Lofquist,
Chair of the Sociology Department, State University of
New York (SUNY), Geneseo investigates the changing
practice of the death penalty in The Bahamas and
analyses four distinctive eras of death penalty practice.
Log onto to http://researchjournal.cob.edu.bs/index.
php?journal=files to access The International Journal
of Bahamian Studies.

COB Participates in Oil Spill Expedition

A recent College of The Bahamas graduate and
a current student were a part of the expedition
in the area of the Cay Sal Bank this summer to
determine whether the waters of The Bahamas were
contaminated by oil that gushed from the Deepwater
Horizon oil platform in the Northern Gulf of Mexico
following a deadly explosion.

Joseph, who majored in Electrical Engineering and
Technology.

The six member team spent four days at sea
conducting various tests and surveys. But the results
showed that there was no chronic or acute impact of
the oil spill on the waters, the plant or marine life.

For Alexio, being on the expedition was like being
in a living classroom. “I became familiar with new
organisms and got to see the ones I learned about in
class in their natural environment,” he said. “I got
to identify all the different classes of organisms that
I studied and saw their body structure and how it
works in their natural environment.”

Elton Joseph, BSc ’09, and Alexio Brown, a first year
Biology/Chemistry major, were chosen because of
their prior work with Dr. Kathleen Sullivan-Sealey,
professor at the University of Miami, on Earth watch
expeditions and on various marine research initiatives.
“I was in charge of the expensive equipment. I
made sure that everything was running and that
the machines were calibrated properly,” explained

Among Alexio’s responsibilities was the collection of
water samples. “Everyone on the expedition had a
role and we collaborated well...we all contributed to
finding out if there was any impact [in our waters].”

Both Elton and Alexio believe that students at The
College can truly benefit from expeditions like these
and should get involved in research projects. “You
definitely learn more about your environment,”
said Elton “and it makes you realise how important
conservation is.”
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Research Probes Economics of Junkanoo

J

unkanoo in The Bahamas costs millions of
dollars annually in administration and manhours. However, no one is able to declare exactly
how much economic activity it generates in the
society – how much it costs overall, or 		
how much it earns. Studies conducted elsewhere
in the Caribbean and throughout the world show
that festivals can generate up to eleven times the
investment in direct and indirect economic benefits.
For the past three semesters, students at The College
of The Bahamas, have been conducting research to
quantify the costs and the benefits of Junkanoo.
The study began in January 2009 with the 33 Law
and Criminal Justice students enrolled in Nicolette
Bethel’s SOS 200 class. Defining “costs” and “benefits”
fairly narrowly – in purely economic terms – students
conducted a two-part project, beginning with a
baseline survey of over 300 college students to
obtain information on their average expenditure and
favoured forms of paid entertainment as well as the
level of their involvement with the Junkanoo parades,
and their willingness to pay to attend Junkanoo. The
second part of the term saw them break into small
groups to carry out further studies of various kinds.
Half the class investigated the costs of the festival, the
other half looked at the benefits.

The most glaring result was their discovery of a
widespread lack of concrete data about our most
important national festival, together with a great
reluctance on the part of virtually every sector involved
with its production to share what information it had.
The result of this study was to underscore the critical
need for more research in the area.
In September 2009, the study was further expanded.
The students designed a comprehensive survey
instrument which examined in more depth
respondents’ recreational expenditure; their
attendance at and participation in Junkanoo; their
appraisal of the overall quality of the parade as well
as the quality of their experience at the parade; their
sense of the importance of Junkanoo to Bahamian
society; their satisfaction with the location of the
parade; their suggestions for improvement in the
spectator experience; and their sense of security at the
festival.
This survey was administered to over 600 people, both
by hand and online. Preliminary results suggested
a broader and deeper investment in Junkanoo,
particularly on the part of the youth (18-25 year-olds),
than was previously hypothesised.
The most recent part of the research tests the
hypothesis that better marketing will increase the
profitability of the parades. Official data supplied by
the Ministry of Youth, Sports and Culture suggests
that Junkanoo is currently a losing enterprise – that
for every dollar spent annually by the Ministry and
its agents, no more than $0.35 or $0.40 is returned.
Students then set out to discover how many tourists
have heard of or attended Junkanoo. A survey was
conducted among roughly 200 tourists to find out their
knowledge of Caribbean cultural festivals in general
and of Junkanoo in particular. This was followed up
with focus group interviews regarding the current
extent of marketing of the parade.
It is hoped that the results of this ongoing research will
help to shape the future development of our national
parade, and potentially assist in the development of
a sustainable, resilient industry around it, as cultural
festivals have been shown to do elsewhere in the
Caribbean and the world.
By Dr. Nicolette Bethel, Assistant Professor, Sociology,
B.A., MPhil, Ph.D.

A Junkanoo performer at the popular Boxing Day parade
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New Alumni Society Represents Graduates
McDonald, AA ’90, are the 1st and 2nd vicechairs respectively. Ms. Christine Green,
Cert ‘82, is the Grand Bahama Chair. The
remaining directors are: Mr. Barry W. Smith,
AA ’99; Ms. Phillippa Perpall, AS ‘01; Ms.
Leah Rolle, AS ‘90; Mr. Ancilleno Davis, AA
‘02; Mr. Paul Lewis, AA ‘00; Immediate Past
Association President Mr. Randol Dorsette,
AA ’01, and the Director of Development,
Ex-Officio, Ms. Davinia Blair.
Alumni Society Chair, Mr. Troy Strachan,
compares The College of The Bahamas to a
living organism whose growth is predicated
on the support of all of its constituents,
including its alumni. “We have an excited
and intrepid group of directors whose sole
purpose is to promote and support the growth and
development of The College,” he said. “We have to
make the Alumni Society more relevant to the next
group of graduates along with those who have already
graduated some time ago. We hope to develop a more
comprehensive alumni network that provides tangible
support to all current and future members.”

The College of The Bahamas Alumni Society Board of Directors
From left are: (standing) Mr. Ancilleno Davis; Ms. Leah Rolle; Ms. Davinia Blair; Mr. Barry W. Smith
and Ms. Phillippa Russell; (seated) Ms. Christine Green; Mr. Ricardo Crawford; Mr. Troy Strachan and
Mr. Gadville McDonald. Not shown are: Mr. Paul Lewis and Mr. Randol Dorsette

Restructured and re-constituted with a purpose more
closely aligned with The College’s goals and mission
of supporting national development, The College of
The Bahamas Alumni Society today represents more
than 11,000 graduates of the institution, replacing the
former College of The Bahamas Alumni Association.
The Alumni Society’s primary focus is on the
engagement and strengthening of the alumni base
to cultivate a network not only of fellowship, but
capable too of providing strong support to The College
including ways it might enrich the overall student
experience. This newly restructured body is expected
to facilitate broader participation across the widely
diverse range of College of The Bahamas graduates.
Energised and enthusiastic graduates committed to
the overarching intent and spirit of the Alumni Society
charter, electing an 11-member board of directors at
a meeting held in October. Mr. Troy Strachan, AA
‘96, serves as Chair for the 2010-2011 year and will
be the alumni representative on the College Council.
Mr. Ricardo Crawford, AA ’89, and Mr. Gadville

According to the Alumni Society’s Charter, all former
College of The Bahamas students (or its antecedent
The Bahamas Teacher’s College) who successfully
completed their programmes of study and Honorary
degree recipients are members of the Alumni Society.
Therefore we invite all graduates of The College of The
Bahamas to become active in the Alumni Society; to
support your alma mater, its mission and the students
who will one day become proud members of your
fellowship.
For more information on how to become more
involved, you may contact the Alumni Relations and
Development Office at: 302- 4356, 302-4359 or email
alumni@cob.edu.bs.
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MICHAEL PINTARD’S FOOTPRINT:
Fueled by Life, Driven with Passion
By NAKIA PEARSON

Mikelle Newry AA '86

To some aspiring writers who grew up listening to
Michael Pintard, AA ’85, recite his poetry at school
assemblies in the 1990s, the charismatic artist was
a revolutionary. That label came without them
knowing about his activism as an Afro-centric dub
poet in Ontario and Quebec, or his involvement in
AKA-X, a watchdog group that staged protests and
addressed systemic racism.

Mikelle plans to come full circle after graduating from COB and
carving out a career in medical technology in the United States
where she has been residing for the last 17 years. Although recently
hired as the Director of Medical Laboratory Technician Programme
at Clover Park Technical College in Washington she hopes to one
day return to The Bahamas and join her alma mater as a faculty
member in the School of Nursing and Allied Health Professions.
Charmaine has developed a bird’s eye view of the country’s
health care system, the same system that she, at times, referred to
as a lecturer at COB in the School of Nursing and Allied Health
Professions from 1997-2002. Charmaine’s initial academic interest
was in nursing, and she earned two baccalaureate degrees before
completing a graduate degree in health administration. She is
currently a physician at the Department of Public Health.

“I started writing as a means of self-reflection, trying
to understand God, and Bahamian society,” he said.
Over the years, his writing matured. Pintard’s poetry
anthology “Still Standing” is part of the English
Literature curriculum for Bahamian schools and his
plays have pulled audiences of 700 a night for twoweek runs. He is now a Senator, another high profile
responsibility that allows him to display the same
unbridled passion in his parliamentary contributions
that he has for the arts.

Chantel A. Nesbitt AA ’92

During the course of her career, Chantel has amassed invaluable
expertise in environmental health and safety and quality control.
Recently appointed Director of Environmental Safety & Security
at the Grand Bahama Power Company (GBPC), Chantel has been
credited with helping the company to achieve and maintain high
international standards. Prior to her promotion, she served as
Environmental Health and Safety Coordinator for GBPC and eight
years as Quality Control Supervisor for Polymers International
Limited in Freeport, Grand Bahama.

His theatre productions have grossed impressive
profits, but this self-described ‘social entrepreneur’
says the income generation is a result of his mission
to empower others.

Addressing issues from domestic violence to politics
to gender relations in his plays, Michael Pintard has
never shied away from saying what he wants to say.
His success has helped create an environment in
which he hopes others will be able to succeed.
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Alden Gibson AA ’94

Michael Pintard, AA ’85

“My role is helping create enabling conditions for
skillful persons who may lack the courage to jump
into uncharted territory,” said Pintard.
Coming full circle to what fueled his artistic drive
in the first place, he urges Bahamians to “find your
passion. Make your passion pay your bills. And along
the way, ensure that it’s able to help some people.”

Ever since his early college years, Alden has never quite settled.
Determined not to rest on his laurels after graduating from COB
and then Beloit College in Wisconsin with honours in Economics,
he eventually climbed his way up the professional ladder at Credit
Suisse and became Head of Institutional Business. Alden has since
earned an MBA in Finance and Accounting from the Carnegie
Mellon University in Pennsylvania and after working abroad for
several years returned home to become the CFO of a group of
Bahamian companies.

Chato Outten AA ’97

The success that Chato has achieved professionally is mirrored in his
personal life. The chartered accountant and finance manager at the
FOCOL Holdings group, Chato is a loving husband and doting father
who is a former president of the first Bahamas Branch of Toastmasters
Club 1600 and a member of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity
Incorporated. Last year, motivated by his passion for the youth, he
returned to COB in another capacity – as a member of faculty – and
taught Auditing and Accounting classes for two semesters.

Chantel A. Nesbitt

Pintard’s plays rely mainly on comedy to get his
message across, but his style of ironic humour
requires a level of awareness from the audience.

Mikelle Newry

Charmaine Bodie AA ‘90

Naturally, when he returned to The Bahamas in 1993,
Pintard, fresh from years of speaking out against the
powers that be, would have a lot to think about.

The same theory applies to his Congo Town
Development Ltd which builds new houses and
lucrative town homes and condominiums. The
business stemmed from an initiative to assist Fox Hill
residents in fixing their leaking roofs, and attaining
internal water pipes and lighting fixtures. The forprofit company and his popular stage productions
became a way to sustain his social works.

Where Are They Now?

COFFI MCPHEE’S FOOTPRINT:
Internationally Bahamian
By KANDICE ELDON

Triver Culmer BEd ’04

Little did Coffi McPhee, AA ’00, know when she was studying at
The College that she would one day walk the streets of Tokushima,
Japan; dance to the rhythms of flamenco in the Plaza Mayor in
Salamanca, Spain, and watch the sun slowly set behind the Eiffel
Tower in Paris, France.

Triver believes in giving the very best and has been recognised
for it. The Teacher of the Year 2010-2012 at the C. C. Sweeting
Senior High School graduated with distinction in her Secondary
Certification French class and has inspired many of her students to
achieve top results in the national examinations. She says her COB
experience ignited a fire within her to strive for excellence as an
educator and that her passion for teaching grows constantly. Triver
is also a member of the Bahamas National Children’s Commission.

Growing up in a family where both her paternal and maternal
grandmothers owned and operated a restaurant and a small
hotel, Coffi naturally pursued an Associate’s degree in Tourism
Management with a minor in French at The College of The
Bahamas.

Her studies in Europe then took her further west for three months
to the picturesque college town of Salamanca in northern Spain to
learn yet another foreign language - Spanish.

Bennique Brown BEd ’06

“When you go abroad, you cannot think ‘oh this is not how we do it
in The Bahamas’ or you will not enjoy your experience. Rather you
should say ‘I’m in Rome, I will do as the Romans do.’” explained
Coffi.

Bennique is a teacher who finds fulfillment in another role that
places her in front of an audience – public speaking. Her passion for
getting up in front of a crowd led the S.C. McPherson Junior High
School language arts teacher to join the Toastmasters organisation
in 2005. She is currently President of The B.U.T. Nation Builders
Toastmasters Club.

During the summer of 2006, while on a hospitality internship in
Halifax, Canada, her boyfriend showed her an advertisement for
teaching jobs in Japan.

Andrea Charlene Gibson BBA ’09

Andrea is a fighter with lots of heart. The eldest of four siblings
and the first in her family to earn a college degree, she is familiar
with challenges and rewards. Over the years, she has learnt to
balance the commitments of being a mother and a professional with
the demands of academia. The Executive Officer of the Supplies
Management Section at the Ministry of Public Works, Andrea, the
mother of a five year old daughter, Kendria, is an active member
of Christ Community Church and is a volunteer at the Children’s
Emergency Hostel.

She applied, got the job and after a 24-hour flight across the Indian
Ocean to the Pacific, dropped her suitcases in the Japanese gem of
Tokushima for a 15-month experience of a lifetime.
“I knew I would not be in Japan forever so I was determined to
soak up as much Japanese language and culture as possible, not to
mention, eat everything new that I could,” she said.
After completing her Asian tour, Coffi returned home and entered
the private banking arena, eventually becoming a relationship
manager and the only French speaker at Union Bancaire Privee
Nassau’s Branch.

It’s only been a year since Vonya graduated from COB, but already
she speaks with passion and conviction about her career as a
teacher. For her, the most rewarding part is the moment she realizes
her students have caught on to the concept she is teaching. The
D.W. Davis Junior High School teacher says the satisfaction comes
not from making lots of money, but from teaching children.

Coffi McPhee, AA ’ 00

Vonya Rahming

Vonya Rahming BEd ’09

“Private banking is a service industry,” said Coffi. “Daily you
are servicing clients, providing pertinent information about their
accounts and what they can do with their funds. My French allows
me to meet a variety of people and provide the support they need.”
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Andrea Charlene Gibson

The tenacity and passion that marked Celanthia’s time as a college
student have remained with her since leaving COB. Currently
employed as an educator at the Government High School,
Celanthia’s commitment to her craft extends beyond classroom
instruction. She serves as faculty advisor for the school’s Interact
Club and Coordinator for the Eco-School Programme. She also
recently completed her first book, My Life, His Way, which was
published in September.

Bennique Brown

Celanthia Brown BEd ’06

Coffi mastered her second language while studying abroad in Paris,
France. She loved it so much, a three-month visit turned into seven
years.

With the same passion and imagination that marked her adventures
abroad, Coffi has come full circle, back to the land of her birth but
forever carrying France, Japan and Spain in her heart.

Celanthia Brown

Where Are They Now?

DENARDO BAIN’S FOOTPRINT:
Mastering Oceans with Unchartered Success
By NAKIA PEARSON
“Everybody wants to be a doctor, lawyer, accountant,
or own their own business. I didn’t want to be a
person that sat in a cubicle….I guess I had a little
island fever,” Denardo Bain, AS ‘01, explained of the
path that took him from the cramped inner city of
Nassau on a memorable adventure on the high seas.
Today, he remains just as excited about his career in
the dynamic maritime industry as he was the first time
that he set sail on an oil tanker.
Denardo has always loved the water and it was one of
his COB advisors, Cheryl Carey, Director of Financial
Aid, who showed him a scholarship advertisement
from the Bahamas Marine Authority (BMA). The
opportunity was geared toward attracting more
people to pursue careers in the maritime sector.
It changed his life. Denardo was granted a full
scholarship to attend the California Maritime
Academy in Vallejo, California and earned a
Bachelor’s degree in Marine Transportation.
In the summer of his first year, he completed two
cruise rotations. In his junior year, he set sail on a
Chevron oil tanker and by his senior year he became
the officer in control of the ship.

By the time he completed his education, he was ready
to fully embrace the expanse and freedom of the ocean.
He travelled the world, docking at ports in North
America, Australia, Europe, Asia and the Caribbean.
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“It’s not like Nassau where you’re so shielded. It’s life
changing,” he shared.
The Bahamas is a major player in the international
shipping industry, yet very few Bahamians choose one
of the professions the industry offers. Denardo was
one of just three Bahamians in his class of 700 at the
Maritime Academy.

Size

The College of The Bahamas is planning to launch
its very own baccalaureate degree programme in
the maritime studies as the flagship offering of the
Northern Bahamas Campus.

Quarter Page

Now married with children, Denardo is working
on dry land as Operations Manager in the Marine
Department at Comden PTI at Long Beach Container
Terminal, California.
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With a land mass spanning just 5,382 sq miles, The
Bahamas is a small country. But with a bustling
industry of committed sea-farers and maritime
professionals like Denardo, the potential to become an
even more dominant global force is great.

Denardo Bain, AS ‘01
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Opening
Spring 2011

Harry C. Moore Library & Information Centre
The College of The Bahamas Oakes Field Campus

New Northern Bahamas Campus East
Grand Bahama Highway, East, Grand Bahama

