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ISCT Remembers Simon Ellison 

ISCT, and the cell and gene therapy industry lost a valued member of our community on April 7 when 

Simon Ellison passed away after a short battle with cancer. Simon was co-chair of the ISCT 2020 

Strategies for Commercialization Track, and we will be dedicating the SFC Track at ISCT 2020 Paris Virtual 

to him. 

Here are some memories shared by members of the Commercialization Committee, of which Simon was 

an active member since 2013. 

 

I love that Simon always had an amused look on his face, like he was thinking of something funny and he 

was deciding whether or not he wanted to share it with you (which he usually did). Simon is the only 

human being on the planet that made the subject of cell therapy supply chain interesting, fun and 

engaging, which is a great testament to his sparkling personality. 

 -Patrick Rivers  

 

Quick to smile, professional, quick to step up and help, positive "can do” attitude, fun to be with, and 

easy leadership style.  Missing Simon a lot already. Sincere condolences to his family at this very difficult 

time.  

 -Bill Milligan 

 

Simon Ellison was a true gentleman, passionate about the cell and gene therapy field, collaborative, and 

kind, and a patient advocate.  May we keep his family and friends in our thoughts as we rededicate our 

efforts in cancer research. 

 -Bruce Levine 

 

Simon was a truly wonderful spirit with an amazing passion and dedication to supporting and driving this 

industry. He always had a way about him that simply made me want to strive to do more.  

 -Dominic Clarke 

 

Simon was a person of strength, passion and with a great sense of humor. We would take any challenge 

head on and persevere until resolution! He had a contagious belief in the power of what we are doing for 

the sake of patients and he is the clear proof of the enormous unmet medical need we still have. We are 
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continuing, because of him if not for him, to pursue the ambition of new cell and gene solutions for 

patients. I am sad to see him leave. I am sure he would want us to remember him with a smile! 

  -Miguel Forte 

 

Simon was a strong advocate for cell and gene therapy and was a key player in realizing the potential of 

these therapies that are currently saving lives.  Even more so, he was very out-going and went out of his 

way to make people feel comfortable and appreciated.   I still remember our first meeting in London at a 

conference over 15 years ago where I knew no one and he made me feel quite welcome and we 

discussed the utility of using the NHS Blood Banks as resources for cell therapy.  One of the major 

benefits of ISCT is the sense of community that is embraced by many of us and Simon was clearly a 

charter member. 

 -Tony Ting 

 

 


