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I knew well in advance that attending the 2020 ISCT Annual Meeting in Paris was not going 
occur for me, and my disappointment only grew when reviewing the exciting and 
comprehensive program. Then, the world turned upside down with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and my focus turned to more pressing matters, both at work and at home.  Which brings me to 
Silver Lining #1 – ISCT 2020 PARIS VIRTUAL. 
 
With the herculean dedication of the ISCT Head Office and Organizing Committee, the Annual 
Meeting was transformed and made available through a VIRTUAL platform, which includes live, 
on-demand and interactive options. Yes, I was going to Paris, at least virtually.  Once again, I 
scoured through the program, marking all sessions of interest and posters to attend. In 
addition, visits to the Exhibit Hall and presentations by vendors were added to my list.  
Ultimately, I chose to set aside time to participate in the LIVE sessions on May 28 and 29.  The 
LIVE meeting began with a session entitled ISCT CSO GLOBAL SHOWCASE ON COVID-19, PART I 
“THE FORCE AWAKENS”. Presentations by distinguished speakers were enlightening and 
offered up-to-date observations and findings.  Drs. Hohl and Vardhana from Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center in New York City discussed their experiences and data, including 
predictors of hospitalizations in the context of the treatment of malignancies. As a laboratory 
professional, I greatly appreciated Diane Kadidlo’s presentation addressing maintenance of 
supply chains and continuity of emergency plans.  Her keen insights into ensuring laboratory 
operations during unforeseen events are relevant to laboratories of all sizes and complexities. 
 
As the day progressed, I attended LIVE sessions that addressed the life cycle of MSCs from basic 
science to clinical trials and emerging applications of immune mediated cancer treatment.  Drs. 
Maus, Hudecek and Rezvani presented their innovative work with CAR T and CAR NK therapies 
in targeting novel niches in glioblastoma, myeloma and blood cancers. My day then turned to 
the use of iPSCs for cardiovascular regenerative medicine indications and other disease 
modelling. The Presidential Plenary session, MASTERING PLURIPOTENT CELLS WITH 
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THERAPEUTIC INTENT, included presentations from heralded investigators Dr. Jaenisch, 
Zandstra, and Peschanski. That was just Day 1 Plenary Sessions! 
 
For me, the volume, quality and breadth of information offered throughout the entire meeting 
is like “drinking from a fire hose”.  I thirst to hear from notable experts in the field, but need to 
slow the flow in order to absorb all the material presented.  Which brings me to Silver Lining #2 
– ON DEMAND AVAILABILITY FOR 1 YEAR. 
 
The remaining list of several sessions, numerous posters and many vendor exhibits stays tacked 
to the corner of my computer screen.  It serves as a constant reminder that the opportunity to 
log on to the meeting website and visit a poster or exhibit or attend a session still exists.  The 
ISCT 2020 PARIS VIRTUAL ANNUAL MEETING platform includes subject-specific tracks for 
Quality and Operations and Strategies for Commercialization, LIVE Plenary sessions, and other 
scientific and corporate sessions, all of which are available on-demand for 12 months post 
meeting.  In addition, access to posters and exhibit booths is included during this 1-year period.  
Another added benefit is the availability of CME and CMLE accreditation for certified sessions.   
 
I strongly encourage my fellow laboratory professionals to register for the ISCT 2020 PARIS 
VIRTUAL MEETING, review the program and abstract book and prepare your own personalized 
list of sessions, posters and exhibits. The opportunity to “attend” sessions and “visit” posters at 
your own pace and schedule (in your workout clothes or pajamas) is truly unique and 
invaluable. 
 
I remain optimistic that in the coming months life will slowly return to the “new” normal.  And 
when stories emerge of how we all dealt with the COVID-19 pandemic, my tale will include a 
virtual trip to Paris to hear renowned investigators and professionals speak of their 
contributions both in laboratories and at the bedside. Au revoir à mes amis! 
 
 

https://cdn.ymaws.com/isctglobal.org/resource/resmgr/2020_paris_virtual/isct2020-virtual-fullprogram.pdf
https://www.celltherapyjournal.org/issue/S1465-3249(20)X0004-1

