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Mountains figure significantly in God’s dealings
with His people, and, therefore, it isn’t surprising
that we use the expression “mountain-top experience” to describe moments that transcend our daily
activities when we come into God’s presence. God
made his covenant with Noah on Mount Ararat
following the flood (Genesis 8:4). Abraham was
asked to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, in the mountains of Moriah and God provided him with a ram
as a substitutionary sacrifice (Genesis 22:2). Moses
received the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai
(Exodus 19:16-20:12). Jesus prophesied to His disciples on the Mount of Olives (Matthew 24-25) and
later ascended to heaven from there (Acts 1:9-12).

And after He had said these things, He was
lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud
received Him out of their sight. And as they were
gazing intently into the sky while He was going,
behold, two men in white clothing stood beside
them. They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do
you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who
has been taken up from you into heaven, will
come in just the same way as you have watched
Him go into heaven.”
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount
called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath
day’s journey away. When they had entered the
city, they went up to the upper room where they
were staying; that is, Peter and John and James
and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew
and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and
Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James.
These all with one mind were continually
devoting themselves to prayer, along with the
women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and
with His brothers. – Acts 1:9-12
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a message from nacfm
president patrick hart

the Mountain Top

A mountain-top experience, is how I’ve heard many NACFM
members describe our recent 2018 National Conference in
Orlando. I agree and I hope that all in attendance experienced
the presence of the Lord as well. God truly went ahead of
your board of directors in laying the foundation for the right
presenters and messages for such a time as this. His presence
was as thick as the Central Florida humidity during our
morning worship and devotional times (He even led three
different devotional leaders to teach from the same scripture
passage on three consecutive days, from three different points
of view). Our presenters each expressed their thankfulness and
support for our ministries as Church Facilities Managers and
encouraged us in our service to the Lord.
Also, the Lord was present in our social gatherings. Whether
renewing friendships, making new friends, mealtime fellowship,
praying with one another and sharing our burdens, the Lord’s
guiding hand was there. Those that attended our planned sunset
airboat ride witnessed the protection of the Lord during an
unexpected storm that cancelled our plans but allowed us to
experience His powerful calming presence as the storm raged
around us.
Unfortunately, a mountain-top experience is almost always
followed by a return to normal. This return to normalcy can
often feel like a letdown. I returned home to some significant
changes and challenges in my ministry and my family life, and
I could sense that Satan would like nothing more than to bring
me down following a period of intense fellowship with the Lord.
I encourage you, when you experience a post-mountain-top
experience to continue to lean into the Lord, look to your
brothers and sisters in Christ for encouragement and support,
and remember that God gives mountain-top experiences to
sustain us as we journey into the valleys below. His intention
through these experiences is to help us journey more closely
with Him on the path that lies ahead.
I am so blessed to be on this journey with each of you!
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Our 2018 National Conference...

a Huge Success!
Sunday, June 10th
Loading into the week

Welcome Reception and Family Game Night

A big thank you to Verna Law for
leading us in worship each morning.
You brought us to God Verna!
Another big thank you goes out
to Dennis Law (pictured at the top
of the page in front of the sound
equipment) for being our sound
tech all week.
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What would a conference of facility
managers be without a fire drill? Yes, we
had one following a lightning strike!
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Our 2018 National Conference...a Huge Success!
Monday, June 11th
The conference Keynote
speaker was Life Coach,
Scott Couchenour. Scott
challenged us concerning
the process of moving
from where we are to
where we want to be,
both personally and
professionally. We imagined our destination and
Scott guided us through
practical ways of getting
there. You can find more
great material from Scott
at servingstrong.com.

Monday concluded with a tour of the Orlando Sherwin Williams Plant.

Tuesday, June 12th
The Tuesday morning
speaker was Chris Taylor.
After years of working
with General Motors as
a Vice President, Chris is
now at Seacoast Church,
Mount Pleasant, SC.
Chris lead us through
the challenges of human
resourcing that facility
managers face.

Brian Dodd closed our day doing
what he does best, speaking on
leadership and cheerleading our
efforts. Brian shared with us how
we can overcome burnout and
experience a leadership comeback.
Brian’s notes from our conference
are available from his website,
briandoddonleadership.com. Also
on his site you can sign up for his
blog and purchase his books.

Wednesday, June 13th
Tim Miller opened our
day by looking at church
security through a
ministry lens. We were
challenged to consider
church security as much
more than the logistics
of procedures and just
having a team in place.
Tim described how we
must view security as
a ministry of the church.
Visit Tim’s website at
securechurch.com.
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Duane Montague was the last
of our conference speakers. Duane
spoke on environments and
why they matter. We learned
how people respond to specific
environments and how churches
can transform areas within their
facility to provide a more pleasing
and enticing space for members.
To learn more from Duane and his
team, visit thinksinc.com.
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Our 2018 National Conference...a Huge Success!
Thursday June 14th
We began our day with our Member Business Meeting and closed it with our Member Banquet.
The conference banquet speaker was Matt Farlow. Matt inspired us by relating our jobs as facility
managers to the Merarites. The book of Numbers tells us the role of the Merarites was to carry
the infrastructure of the Tabernacle (posts, crossbars, tent pegs, etc.) from location to location
and to erect the place of worship upon arrival. Matt drew a parallel to the work we do as facility
managers.

We also had the privilege of presenting our newest Certified Church Facility Managers
that were present with their certificates:

Catherine Carvey

Kevin Kauffman

Chris Shelton

Tory Korthius

Brandon Whitmore

Hal Rose

Stephen Simmons

Banquet Memories:
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Board Members
Dwayne McKean
Executive Director
Fellowship Bible Church
Roswell, GA

Patrick Hart
President
Northshore Christian
Church
Everett, WA

Gary Robinson
Vice President
Forest Hills Baptist Church
Nashville, TN

Jeff Galasso
Past President
Faith Bible Chapel
International
Arvada, CO

Josh Euerle
Director of
Communications
Riverside Church
Big Lake, MN

Jon E. Owens
Director of Membership
First Baptist Church
Statesboro, GA

Scott Hammond
Treasurer
Seacoast Church
Mt Pleasant, SC

Marie Welch
Secretary
Fellowship Community
Church
Centennial, CO

Chris Barron

Make plans to attend to the 24th annual NACFM Conference next year in
Houston, TX. And bring your family! Our venue for the 2019 big event will be
the Lone Star State where everything is bigger including our conference.
“Houston We Have A Solution” – that’s our theme! Planning is already
underway and we are excited for what God has in store! Full conference
details will be on our website on January 2, 2019 as well as detailed info in
the January newsletter. Until then check our video promo and save the date!

Director of Education
Faith Baptist Church
Youngsville, NC

Connect with Us
info@NACFM.com
www.NACFM.com
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