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And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby,
keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the
Lord appeared to them, and the glor y of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said
to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great
joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of
David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in
cloths and lying in a manger.” Luke 2: 8-12 (NIV)

Message from NACFM President

Greetings and Merry Christmas!
I would like to wish all our NACFM members, your families and our
associates a Merry Christmas! I pray during this busiest time of the year
that all of us as facility managers (and staff members) will take time to
reflect on the true meaning of this season. This meaning is not found in
parties, gifts, sweet music, great food, or any of the other commercial
trappings of the holidays. The meaning, of course, is in the hope
we have in the birth, life and sacrifice of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.This is the only and the ultimate gift.
As FMs in particular, there is the increased risk of being overwhelmed
with all the “things” that need to get accomplished around our campuses.
The packed out to-do list may well tempt us to forego other important
daily tasks. Coupled with this is the challenge (actually, the privilege!) to
spend time with the Lord in His Word, in prayer, in quiet reflection and in
listening for His direction and guidance in the hustle and bustle of work,
family attention and general holiday confusion. Do your best to make this
a priority every day. (I am doing the same thing!) I know that the Lord will
give us all focus and peace as we celebrate the birth of Jesus. Work hard to
communicate that mindset to your family, friends and your facility staff.

Rick and Peggy Burdon
We have asked our board members to provide some
thoughts and reflections on the season. Please take a
few minutes to enjoy these messages from your NACFM
leadership.
It is a joy serving you as president of the NACFM!
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Holiday Reflections from NACFM Board Members
“I am amazed at the
gifts you present
to Jesus…”

“I am blessed far beyond
what I deserve.”

From: Jeff Galasso and family
From: Dean Johnson and family
As we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ,
consider the wise men who sought to find the infant
whose birth had been foretold. They had a desire
driving them forward to worship Jesus. Their journey
was long, difficult and somewhat dangerous, but they
were not alone. These wise kings brought gifts for the
child and throughout the journey listened to God for
His directions.
I know each of you is wise. I know as believers in
Christ you have a desire to worship the one, true
Living God. I know your journey is long and
sometimes difficult. I also know that you are not
alone; you have brothers and sisters traveling with
you on your journey. I am amazed at the gifts you
present to Jesus every day through your ministry,
labor and family attention. And, finally, I know that
God speaks to you and you listen. I am so appreciative
of my friends and co-workers in the NACFM!
Merry Christmas from a fellow traveler and his family,

Dean

The holiday season with family certainly helps me get through the
rest of the year!! I am blessed far beyond what I deserve. I’ve been
married to my beautiful wife for almost 33 years. What an amazing
woman of God. We have two lovely adult daughters. Ariel (28) is
married to Zach (a fabulous guy who loves God, his wife and
children). Zach and Ariel have blessed us with two grandsons
(so far); Judah (three years old) and Levi (14 months). Shayna (24) is
our single daughter but she’s lookingJ. She has a career as a public
school teacher. Then there’s my mother. I won’t uncover her age
- LOL. She is a fabulous lady and a true blessing in our lives. All of my
immediate family members are serving the Lord. Four generations
so far – WOW! That makes me a WEALTHY man!
I pray that all of you will pause to soak in the blessings of “family”
as you enter the Christmas season while you are celebrating the
birth of the Savior.
God Bless and Merry Christmas!

Jeff
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Holiday Reflections from NACFM Board Members
From: Jim Peterson and family

“…focusing on the often quoted,
‘reason for the season;’
the birth of Jesus…”

Merry Christmas from the Peterson Pack! From all our family to yours,
may you have a joyous and wonderful Christmas. Let me encourage you
to eliminate as much of the holiday stress as possible while focusing on
the often quoted, “reason for the season;” the birth of Jesus and how
He came to be among us. Lastly, as we all continue to labor as facility
managers on our very hectic church schedules, let’s work and pray hard for some perspective. While overwhelmed with prep for programs,
musical events, plays, and a long list of other worship, celebration and social events, work hard to keep heart, mind and spirit directed to
that “reason” – the birth of our wonderful Savior who came down from heaven just for us! Jim

“However, it is also the ‘the best of times.’”
Christmas reminds me of Charles Dickens’s famous opening line from A Tale of Two Cities. It can be
“the best of times, and the worst of times.” Every October (sometimes much earlier!), many stores
begin displaying shelves packed with pre-lit garland, cases of fake snow, plastic reindeer and a forest
of artificial trees. Christmas parties fill our schedules, lines at stores get longer by the day and the
traffic is dreadful. On top of that, the pressure can be overwhelming to find the perfect gift for the
person who already has everything. And, of course, we must take time to send cards to people
that we’ve not communicated with since last year’s card.
However, it is also the “the best of times.” The wonder is prevalent on children’s faces, the streets
are decorated with colorful lights, and the words to “Silent Night” play on the radio. The smells of
a warm fire, spiced gingerbread and even dusty Christmas ornaments, stir up memories of our
childhood. This year, I hope you and the family have time to enjoy all the best parts of Christmas.
Decide to make it the “best of times!”

From: Chris Whitson and family
Merry Christmas from the Whitson Family,

Chris
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Holiday Reflections from NACFM Board Members

“…let His light
shine through you!”

“Let that celebration
carry you through and
above the craziness of
the Christmas season.”

From: Jon Owens and family
I’d like to take this opportunity encourage each of you
as we approach this special time of year. During the
Christmas season we can find ourselves so caught up in
the mainstream of activities that we truly over look why
we are doing what we do. Put on the armor of Christ
and let His light shine through you!
Merry Christmas from the Owens family,

Jon

From: Josh Eurele and family
Throughout the busy Christmas schedule
(filled with pageants, stage productions,
choir rehearsals, and Christmas Eve services),
my prayer is that you all will find time to sit
back, relax and reflect on the impact of
(the “real”) Christmas on your life. Don’t let
yourself get buried under the load of work
that needs to be done; make time to enjoy
the company of family and friends. Take a
minute to experience the joy and happiness
all around you as people come to church to
celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. Let that celebration carry you
through and above the craziness of the
Christmas season.
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Josh
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Holiday Reflections from NACFM Board Members
“Yet, the gift of Jesus…
compels us to stop,
worship and simply
rest in His presence.”

Merry Christmas to all of you from the Welch family! It’s so easy to lose
sight of both the simplicity and the eternal significance of those two words,
“Merry Christmas”, in the hectic pace of our job responsibilities. Trees must
be decorated, sanctuaries made festive, live manger scenes orchestrated,
concerts and plays hosted, and visitors welcomed, and all of this must be
woven into the daily fabric of managing our facilities. Add to that the joys and
demands of our own family celebrations, and we can easily stumble through
the holiday season wrapped in exhaustion instead of delight.
Yet, the gift of Jesus - the manger shadowed by the cross and lit by the
empty tomb - compels us to stop, worship and simply rest in His presence.
Our prayer for you is that you will deliberately carve out time each day to
reflect on Immanuel, God WITH us, and that the words “Merry CHRISTmas”
will resonate in your hearts as you serve Him so selflessly this season. Thank
you for the blessing of your friendship and for allowing me to serve you
through the NACFM.
Merry Christmas,

From: Marie Welch and family

Marie and Rich Welch

“We are often asked, ‘Why so early?’”
My friends,
At the McKean home Christmas gets an early start. For us late October brings the
sounds of the season and early November brings the sights. It’s the time of year
we look forward to the most. We are often asked, “Why so early?” For us it truly
is the most wonderful and meaningful time of the year. It’s the time of year when
our thoughts turn toward the birth of our Lord and the promise of life eternal.
It’s the time of year when we put more emphasis on family and friends. It’s the time
of year when lights sparkle and decorations abound. It just doesn’t get any better!

From: Dwayne McKean and family

Our prayer for each of you is that God will bless you with a truly wonderful time
of the year. May your thoughts be on Jesus, may you enjoy your time
with family and friends, and may your decorations warm your heart.

Dwayne, Leslee, Callie and Courtney

