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What a fantastic conference we had in Charleston! Please join me in extending a
BIG “thank you” to Pastor Surratt, Tim Smith and the wonderful staff at Seacoast.
It was an extraordinary time of learning, fellowship and fun!
For the attendees as well as those unable to attend, please
don't underestimate the power that comes from attending
a national conference. This annual event elevates our
work to a whole different level. It's not all about our skills
or what we know intellectually; it's really about being
empowered from within.

I loved watching these newer individuals just hang out;
talking about life, joining in the evening events, and breaking
bread together. They were soaking in what many of us have
known for years while taking hold of a broader vision of
what God has for them as professionals and believers.
The atmosphere was amazing and the people even better!

God meets us at these
special gatherings and
gives us the anointing
to succeed. We as
board members heard
what you were saying
over the last couple
of years and you were
right! It's not just
about business - it's
also about spiritual
growth, personal
empowerment, and
looking upon our work
as something more
than just a job to do.

I compare the conference to that of a power
bar or energy drink.
These sessions are
designed to increase
endurance, help us stay
sharp and build career
confidence. The annual
conference provides
that “spiritual spark”
Remembering Charleston –
so we can perform at
our best. It’s directly
Magnificent sunsets, an outstanding conference,
pinpointed to the skills,
and a solid bridge to a bright future!
needs and concerns
of the church facility
manager. You just can’t get that anywhere else in the country.
It's a game-changer!
It was so exciting this year to see 25 first-time members
attend the national conference. If you’ve been to a
I guess you could say that our Bridge to the Future is looking
conference before, you certainly know the many benefits
pretty bright! Whether you're an annual conference attendee
that come from attending. For those first-timers, it was like
or have never taken part, start thinking about 2017. It could
having an awesome secret presented to them and suddenly
be the time you need to boost your career as well as give you
becoming excited! And this excitement was not just about
a new resolve in your profession and your spiritual life!
the value of the conference but also about a higher level of
learning and the opportunity to build relationships with
Hope you are all having a wonderful summer!
other like-minded folks.
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2016 Conference Attendees

Thank You, thank you, Seacoast Church!
As we leave Charleston behind and look to Nashville in 2017, we extend a
BIG "thank you" to Tim Smith and Scott Hammond as well as Seacoast Church
for hosting us this year. Tim and Scott, you and your team went above and beyond.
Everyone so much appreciated your great work and hospitality! Below is what
some of our NACFM members are saying about their 2016 conference experience.
“Wow! What a great turn out and conference this
year. Made a lot of new friends and contacts.
Learned so much from the speakers, and what a
blessing having devotion time, followed by great
worship.” – Thad Maddox
“The NACFM conference was excellent in all ways.
The technical content was informative and
interesting, the broad range of attendees allowed
for good discussion and networking and gave great
perspectives from all viewpoints.” – Willie Dillard
“I found the 2016 NACFM conference in Charleston
to be refreshing, uplifting, and informative. The daily
worship and fellowship experiences were spiritually
refreshing. The opportunity to socialize and strategize
with other church facility managers was uplifting.
And the various educational presentations were
relevant and directly related to helping me become a
more effective church facility manager.” – Bruce McClay
“This year’s Annual Gathering was a profound balance
between the technical and spiritual. Thanks NACFM.”
– Bruce Blatchley
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“This was my second conference since joining 3 years ago and it
is always refreshing to connect with other facility managers and
know I'm not alone in this. No matter how frustrating I get I know
that someone is a phone call away. Learning about new products
and hearing how others manage their facilities and their employees.
The worship in the mornings and prayer time is the part that I
know that this is my calling and not just a job. I always go back
recharged, excited and more committed to serving God's kingdom.”
– Greg Goodnough
“As a new member of NACFM, and first time attendee to the national
conference, my week in Charleston exceeded my expectations.
This is an organization that is committed to recognizing the unique
and vitally important role of the facility manager in the life of
individual church congregations.” – Jerry Mann
“This year’s conference was amazing! Fantastic and knowledgeable
speakers and breakout sessions with practical application of
products, techniques and processes. Many of the speakers/breakout
sessions were just what I was needing personally and professionally.
The morning devotions all hit home, so great to hear from like
individuals who struggle and succeed in the same ways spiritually,
emotionally, and all around in day to day life. This year’s conference
was spot on!” – Johnny Coxe
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From the 2016 Conference:
Effective Management Principles
At this year’s conference we gleaned some great learning from Chris Taylor, formerly of General
Motors, as he lead a session on Effective Management Principles. Chris was, without a doubt, one of
the highlights of our conference. Below are a few of his Power Point slides with some great tips.
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7 Benefits
of Mulch for
Commercial
Landscapes
Before deciding which type of mulch is
right for your commercial landscape,
it’s important to understand the
benefits the right mulch can bring to
your property. Here are more than a
handful of advantages worth noting:

1

 ulch improves soil moisture
M
retention and helps reduce
watering needs.

2

I t insulates the soil against
extreme temperature fluctuations,
which helps protect the roots.

3

I t can decompose naturally into
the soil (depending on mulch type),
which can improve soil quality.

4

 ulch helps keep weed growth
M
down and also makes them
easier to spot and remove.

5

It helps prevent soil compaction.

6

 esthetically speaking, fresh
A
mulch breathes new life into a
weather-worn landscape.

7

I t also acts as a guide to keep
maintenance equipment away from
roots and trunks in your landscape.
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9 Types
of Mulch
HARDWOOD VARIETIES
1 Shredded
Bark

One of the most used and
most affordable forms of
mulch, shredded hardwood
bark knits together tightly.
It works well on slopes and
won’t wash away as easily
as mulch in nugget form.
This byproduct from the
lumber industry is easy to
spread and slow to break down into the soil, making it a
common choice for natural-looking pathways.
With that said, hardwood mulch can increase your soil’s alkalinity. So if you do have acid-loving plants in your landscape,
fertilizer supplements may be required to keep them happy.

2 Wood Chips

This chunkier, more durable
form of mulch is best used
for playgrounds, paths and
walkways. When used in
the landscape, be mindful
of the nitrogen deficiencies
it can create in your soil as
it decomposes due to its high
carbon-to-nitrogen ratio.

PINE VARIETIES
3 Straw
(Pine Needles)

Another mulch slow to break
down, pine straw has a
rust-colored hue that can
give your landscape a soft,
unique appearance compared
to other traditional mulches.

Pine straw can increase
your soil’s acidity, making
it beneficial to landscapes with azaleas, rhododendrons and
some types of conifers. It is also a good choice for providing
protection around newly planted ornamentals.
Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

9 Types
of Mulch
PINE VARIETIES continued
4 Shredded
Bark

Like shredded hardwood,
this mulch is easy to spread
in landscapes and provides
beneficial moisture retention. This form of pine bark
mulch breaks down much
faster than mulch nuggets
— conditioning the soil in
the process.

5 Nuggets

Whether you choose large
or mini nuggets, this
longer-lasting pine bark
mulch is a much looser
mulch that doesn’t excel in
water retention or staying
put. High winds and storm
water have been known to
float the nuggets on occasion — something that can happen
more frequently the larger the nugget.

OTHER VARIETIES
6 Cedar
Mulch

Most of us recognize this
golden reddish mulch by
its pleasant woodsy aroma.
Generally more expensive
than the other mulches
mentioned here, cedar
mulch lasts longer than
most mulches thanks to its
resistance to decay. Its oils
are considered to naturally repel insects, too. BECAUSE this
mulch is long lasting, it doesn’t provide much nutritional
benefit to the soil beneath it.
Unlike darker mulches that have a tendency to absorb
the sunlight, the lighter color of cedar mulch works well
to reflect sunlight during the warmer months.
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OTHER VARIETIES
7 Cypress Mulch

Cypress mulch gives
landscapes a boost of
long-lasting golden
coloring and, much
like cedar, it reflects
sunlight, naturally
repels insects (except
for termites) and is
naturally resistant to fungus. Cypress mulch also helps
to prevent soil erosion thanks to its matting capability.

8 Rubber Mulch

This mulch is kind of
the new kid on the
block; it’s used on
playgrounds for its
ability to provide a
softer landing surface.
However, it’s safe for
use around plants,
too. This relatively permanent mulch does nothing to
improve soil quality, but it does deter pests and help
prevent weeds.
Though this mulch option is a bit on the pricey side, it
doesn’t float and does come in a variety of long-lasting
colors.

9 Dyed Mulch

Today’s dyed mulch
is available in a
number of colors —
red, black and brown
are the most popular.
The mulch’s coloring
comes from a waterbased dye, making it

safe for people and their pets.
When dyed mulch is applied to your landscape, a
curing period is recommended (usually a 24-hour
period without coming in contact with water). Dyed
mulches retain their bold color much longer than
traditional, non-dyed mulches.
Dyed mulches are also available triple-ground, making
the mulch much finer for easier spreading and a richer
appearance.
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Save the Date
for a Grand Ole Time!
Join us June 18-22, 2017 for the 22nd Annual
National Association of Facilities Managers
Conference in Nashville, TN.
Plans are underway for what promises to be a highly
informative and career-enhancing conference!
Our hosts are Jim Vance and Brentwood Baptist Church.
It’s never too late to save the date. Don’t miss out on this exceptional
time with other facilities professionals from across the nation.
Look for more details in your January newsletter and on the NACFM website.
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