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March Greetings!
I want to take time this month to consider the
Lenten season. I know we are already over a week
into Lent, but, Easter is still several weeks from
now. This is THE most meaningful celebration
for believers as we rejoice in the Risen Lord!
It occurred to me that you might be interested
in a few of the things we do at Faithbridge
during Lent. If you are already into your Lenten
rhythm, that’s great! If not, then maybe some
of the following might be useful information
for Lent this year or 2016. There is still time to
engage some activities that will help to focus
on the significance of the season.
The first two pages, 40 ACTS IN 40 DAYS,
are self-explanatory. Much of the content is
related to our personal ministries here at
Faithbridge, so feel free to insert your own
local ministry partners into these suggestions. The second 4-page document is called
PRAY, FAST, SERVE. This content is directed
to concentrated prayer, fasting and service
with scriptural reinforcement. Again, you
can adapt this content as you see fit to
your church group or ministry area.
You can download both documents from
the links () provided below.
Whether you decide to use this information
or not, I’d encourage you to consider
establishing some sort of daily focus on
Lent. It will be more than worthwhile!
Blessings,
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Conference Scholarships
Scholarships for this year’s conference are available. For questions
and information on how to qualify, please contact Jim Peterson at
jpeterson@fellowshipgreenville.org

Conference
Please join us for this landmark
celebration of two decades of

Empowering and Serving
church facilities managers.

______

Conference Banquet

Mark your calendar and plan to
attend a great time of celebration,
learning and fellowship.

our Thursday banquet will be held at the SkyLine Banquet Room in
Seattle’s famous Space Needle. As we celebrate the twentieth

For more information and
registration, click here.

In honor of 20 years of “Empowering and Serving” as an organization,

anniversary of the NACFM, we’ll enjoy spectacular views of Seattle
and Puget Sound and savor some really fine dining!

Conference Speaker Profile

Mike Howerton
Lead Pastor of Overlake Christian
Church and Author

Through his writing and speaking Mike Howerton
is able to offer unconditional love and relentless
grace because he has experienced them in his own
faith journey. He’s been working in ministry for
over 20 years, much of that time focused on the
under-24 demographic.
Currently, Mike serves as the Lead Pastor of
Overlake Christian Church in Washington (state),
a rapidly growing mega-church. Prior to Overlake
Christian Church he served at Saddleback Church
in Lake Forest, CA for six years as College Pastor.

For more conference
information and registration,
click here.
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Mike lives on the east side of Seattle with his wife
and two children. He is a graduate of Pepperdine
University and earned his Master’s from Fuller
Theological Seminary.
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Excerpts from CCFM Research Papers

Safety in the Workplace
By Martha Segundo / First United
Methodist Church / Denton, Texas
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When asked what type of accidents are the leading causes
of injury, most people would probably answer car accidents. However, the
real answer is that slips and falls occur in our everyday lives. Falls are the leading cause
of unintentional death for individuals 65 and older, with 11,000 deaths occurring annually.

“Churches are
high risk simply
because of the large
volume of people
who frequent the
church on a daily
basis.”

Churches are high risk simply because of the large volume of
people who frequent the church on a daily basis. With this large
volume of traffic, properly maintaining the church’s walking
surfaces is essential in helping to prevent slips and falls. Keeping
sidewalks in good condition, free of pot holes and cracks less
than ¼ inch elevated, is one way to stop unexpected accidents.
One way to measure sidewalk cracks is to take a measuring tape
or stacking four pennies. Sidewalks should be cleared of rocks,
gravel, mud, and objects placed in the path of travel like trash
cans should be placed to the sides.

NACFM
Spring
Certification
The Spring Certification
Program will be hosted
by Bruce Fite in Amarillo,
TX on May 3rd - 8th

Gardens that are close to sidewalks should be taken well care of and kept pruned; otherwise the vegetation can overtake the sidewalk, creating trip and fall hazards. Trees that are
close to sidewalks can also turn into trip and fall hazards; the roots can cause sidewalks to
heave and buckle, therefore try to get them professionally inspected. It is also important to
maintain sidewalks clear of depressions; depressions can trap water and mud, creating a slip
hazard. Inadequate patching to sidewalks can cause depressions, change to surface texture,
and raised or lowered edges making trips/falls more likely.
Parking lots, the same as sidewalks, should be in good condition free of pot holes and cracks
less than a ¼ inch. They should also be clear of debris and slippery material such as rocks,
mud, and sand. Tire stops are also potential tripping hazards. Maintenance tips to keep tire
stops in good condition include: Keep them no taller than 6.5 inches; Keep 3 feet between
wheel stops; Should be the width of a tire; The reinforcing rods should be level at the top.
Speed bumps also present trip hazards because they are usually made of asphalt, which
breaks down quicker due to weather exposure and vehicles driving over them. In order to
avoid hazards, speedbumps should not be installed next to sidewalks, ramps, exits or
entrances area. They should be marked with a contrasting color (not blended in), and
with speed bump signs installed to give warning of their presence. They also should be in a
well-lit area, so they do not create a walking hazard at night. Curbs leading to entrances and
sidewalks should be painted in contrasting color, be six inches high, and have curb cutout
with grit installed to provide handicap access making it easy to go up. To make the church
exterior atmosphere safe, keep it well lit at night, mark clearly in red the fire lanes, parking
space lines marked clearly in white, and all caution areas marked in yellow.

Class topics include:
church safety, lighting
technology, church
security, electrical rules
and regulations.

For more info
and to register
click here.

Editor’s Note: For more from Martha’s CCFM paper or to check out other submissions, visit our
website by clicking here, then click the Research Papers link in the member section.
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Energy
Management
for Churches?
“Houses of Worship must
change the way they think
and operate regarding energy
management—it’s essential
to good stewardship.”
The first of a twelve-part series by Colby May,
Certified Energy Manager & CEO of LIT

Are you aware that in many parts of the US, energy is the
second-biggest budget item after salaries? And according to the
Environmental Protection Agency we waste up to 30 percent of
the energy we use. This is also true for churches and seminaries.
However, the topmost concern is not “where do I start?” regarding
energy management; rather the greatest concern is leadership
understanding the importance of energy management.
The church is typically the last one to the table regarding energy
management; the biggest reason being the lack of understanding
and knowledge in this realm. If we do not understand energy
management and do not see it as a threat, we are much less
inclined to remedy the situation.

Understanding Our Call:
Before we pursue energy conservation we must first understand our call. Part of our
call as God’s creation is to also be good stewards of that creation.
I believe Genesis 1:1 says it all: “God created the heavens and the Earth.” If we, and
all that exists, are part of God’s creation, are we to be wasteful with that which God
created? Throughout the Bible, we are called to be good stewards.
In Greek, stewardship, or oikonomia, is the same word used to define management
and administration. We are called to be managers or stewards of what has been
given to us. When it comes to energy we need to manage it wisely and creatively.
We will have enough energy for us today, but what about our children and our
children’s children? Let us be wise, responsible, and creative with the energy within
our grasp today, so we can give future generations a better tomorrow.
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Understanding the Threat:
As mentioned above, according to
the EPA we waste up to 30 percent of
energy we use. Think about this for a
second. Many larger churches spend
north of $1,000,000 per year, and 30
percent would equate to $300,000.
This is a tremendous amount of
resources, and sadly a very true
scenario.
I have performed over 1,000 energy
audits in my career and can testify
to the findings. For example, during
a hot day a church might turn their
cooling to 68 degrees to condition
their office, but what they might
not realize is this practice is
extremely expensive and deprecates
the life of the air conditioning unit.
According to the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) every degree
changed can save up to 1.5 percent
of the HVAC portion of your bill.
They recommend keeping cooling
set at 76-78 degrees. This simple act
could save up to 15 percent on the
HVAC portion of your bill.

Recognize our Weaknesses:
The most common question we hear
regarding energy management is
“where do we begin?” This question
is actually half the battle; simply
asking this question states that
the church understands their call,
understands the threats, and is ready
for a solution.
Energy Management is a big field
and the opportunities to save
energy are numerous. So in order to
move forward with a plan we must
first identify our weaknesses. Every
athletic team first identifies and
addresses areas of weakness before
continued on next page
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Board Members
Dean Johnson

Executive Director
First Baptist Church
Lubbock, TX

Energy
Management
for Churches?
Continued from previous page

Rick Burdon

playing an opponent. By not doing so they play the game blindly. The same is said when
pursuing sustainability. The best place to start in the arena of energy management/
sustainability is to perform an energy audit.

President
Faithbridge United Methodist Church
Spring, TX

Energy Audit:

Jeff Galasso
Vice President
Faith Bible Chapel International
Arvada, CO

Dwayne McKean
Past President
Fellowship Bible Church
Roswell, GA

Josh Euerle
VP of Communications
Riverside Church
Big Lake, Minnesota

An energy audit will and should uncover every area of energy use and make proper
recommendations in order to remedy any threats. These audits will look at Lighting,
Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning, Building Envelope, Plug Load, Utility Bills, Behavior
and more, then address each opportunity with a respective plan.
There are a number of consultants available to perform energy audits, should your
facility be interested. Be careful in your selection of an auditor and be sure to find a
neutral third party.

Article source: www.worshipfacilities.com/article/energy_management_for_churches

Jon E. Owens
VP of Membership
First Baptist Church
Statesboro, GA

Jim Peterson
Treasurer
Fellowship Greenville
Greenville, SC

Marie Welch
Secretary
Fellowship Community Church
Centennial, CO

Chris Whitson
VP of Education
Stonebriar Community Church
Frisco, TX

Connect with Us

We appreciate
Dean Johnson for his
20 Years of service and
dedication to NACFM!

info@NACFM.com
www.NACFM.com

March 10-12, 2015
Baltimore, MD
www.nfmt.com/baltimore
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