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Have you ever experienced being directed by God toward a decision, but
failed to take action because of surrounding circumstances? The Israelites
had the same experience in Numbers 13. God commanded that spies be
sent into the Promised Land to check it out. Ten out of the twelve men sent
returned with bad reports about “giants in the land” and a generally threatening
environment. Only Joshua and Caleb gave positive reports.
A few months ago in this newsletter I mentioned that our family
visited Israel a number of years back. Well, off to Israel again!
My wife Nili was born in Holon, Israel and lived there until the
age of fourteen. She recently was notified by an old classmate
about a “40 Year Class Reunion” for her 8th grade class.

Mark 9:24 helped change our attitude. It says, “I do
believe; help me overcome my unbelief” We believed
God, but still had shadows of unbelief because of the
“realities” of the circumstances. I felt like a double
minded person.

Seriously, who has an 8th grade reunion?! Right? But, what a tremendous opportunity for her to bring salt and light while catching up
with some old friends! So after talking and praying, we both felt it
was the thing to do.

We still don’t fully know all the great things the
Lord has done and continues to do through the class
reunion connections and family time in Israel but are
excited to see the results! Nili and I could not have
done it without the 30+ people holding us up in prayer
during the entire trip. It’s a wonderful thing to have
folks standing in the gap when times are pressing!

As with other overseas flights, we used “buddy passes” provided by
a kind aunt. This is a huge blessing in that the ticket cost is greatly
reduced. The only drawback is that you fly “standby” (as in if there
are open seats we get on the plane!). This can be a bit challenging
with airlines scheduling fewer flights and attempting to get
maximum passengers on each flight.

And, amazingly, God not only opened up seats for us;
He opened up the best seats! Flying over from New York
to Tel Aviv and back we sat in first class! Unbelievable!

So, what happened a few days prior to our departure? There was a
major storm resulting in the cancelation of over 10,000 flights. Not
good. All those delayed people where scrambling to rebook and get
on new flights. As you can imagine, this is a huge problem if flying
standby. Looking at it through my natural eyes, this trip was never
going to happen, yet we continued packing and believing God.

Be encouraged! If God has given you direction, don’t
allow “giants in the land” (doubt) to detour the trip.
Don’t look at the surrounding circumstances and
become “weak-kneed” spiritually. While we are often
rational, logical creatures, keep reminding yourself
that the Lord usually operates in supernatural ways!

Friends and family exhorted us to stop doubting and to trust that
this trip (and all of us!) were in God’s hands. It was both sobering
and encouraging as I concentrated on redirecting my mind and
spirit away from getting on the plane to trusting that if we are
supposed to go, God would literally open the doors. I stood by and
watched the miracle of this trip take shape, and prayed hard for
my paper-thin belief to morph into confident expectation because
God told us to go!

When things get dicey, rally up a group of friends
and family to hold you up in prayer. Then believe by
faith that what God has told you will come to pass.
Then step out in that faith and take your first class seat!
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CONFERENCE SPEAKER:

Colby May
Recapturing Energy Costs and
Energy Benchmarking
Colby May, a recognized authority on energy conservation and evaluation, will be
speaking during the Monday morning conference session. May is Founder and President
of MAET and has a unique passion for ministry: He helps seminaries and churches
become better stewards of their energy resources through the audits his company
performs. Colby’s bio and an excerpt form a recent article he wrote will provide some
background for what promises to be a fascinating conference session.

BIOGRAPHICAL
OVERVIEW

Colby May is a graduate of Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary and is a Certified Energy Manager
(CEM) specializing in energy efficiency for the past 13 years. He has performed energy audits at over
1,000 commercial-size facilities across the nation, including k-12 schools, colleges, hospitals, churches,

seminaries, local governments and more. He has consulted with the State Energy Conservation Office of Texas for over 10
years, performing energy management services at facilities across the state. He has also consulted with a number of large
denominations, seminaries, and non-profits in the area of sustainability.

Article Excerpt

Energy Management for Churches?
“Houses of Worship must change the way
they think and operate regarding energy
management—it’s essential to good
stewardship.” – Colby May
Energy Conservation
and Stewardship for the Church
UNDERSTANDING THE THREAT
As mentioned above, according to the EPA we waste up to
30 percent of energy we use. Think about this for a second.
Many larger churches spend north of $1,000,000 per year,
and 30 percent would equate to $300,000! This is a tremendous amount of resources, and, sadly, a very true scenario.
I have performed over 1,000 energy audits in my career
and can testify to the findings. For example, during a hot
day a church might turn their cooling to 68 degrees to
condition their offices, but what they might not realize
is this practice is extremely expensive and deprecates
the life of the air conditioning unit. According to the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) every degree
changed can save up to 1.5 percent of the HVAC portion
of your bill. They recommend keeping cooling set at
76-78 degrees. This simple act could save up to 15
percent on the HVAC portion of your bill.
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RECOGNIZE OUR WEAKNESSES
The most common question we hear regarding energy management is, “Where do we begin?” This question is actually half
the battle; simply asking this question states that the church
understands their call, understands the threats, and is ready
for a solution.
Energy Management is a big field and the opportunities to save
energy are numerous. So, in order to move forward with a plan,
we must first identify our weaknesses. Every athletic team first
identifies and addresses areas of weakness before playing an
opponent. By not doing so they play the game blindly. The same
is said when pursuing sustainability. The best place to start in
the arena of energy management/sustainability is to perform
an energy audit.

ENERGY AUDIT
An energy audit will and should uncover every area of energy
use and make proper recommendations in order to remedy any
threats. These audits will look at Lighting, Heating, Ventilation,
Air Conditioning, Building Envelope, Plug Load, Utility Bills,
Behavior and more, then address each opportunity with a
respective plan. There are a number of consultants available
to perform energy audits, should your facility be interested.
Be careful in your selection of an auditor and be sure to find a
neutral third party.

HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION
AND CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
 CLICK
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Board Members
Dwayne McKean

take the step:

Become a “Certified Church
Facilities Manager”

Executive Director
Fellowship Bible Church
Roswell, GA

The NACFM has designed an outstanding certification program for those who

Jeff Galasso

covers areas of general facility management but also drills down deep to cover

President
Faith Bible Chapel
International
Arvada, CO

the unique challenges faced by church facility managers.

Patrick Hart

duration) that cover all aspects of facilities and church management. The sessions

Vice President
Northshore Christian
Church
Everett, WA

are offered twice a year, one in the spring and another in the fall. Following

Rick Burdon

Once you have completed the two sessions and your paper has been accepted

Past President
Faithbridge Church
Spring, TX

(or exam is passed) you will be designated a Certified Church Facilities Manager.

serve as church facilities managers. This comprehensive certification not only

To become a CCFM you must complete two training sessions (each one a week in

completion of the sessions, you have the option of writing a thesis paper or
passing a comprehensive exam given annually only at our National Conference.

The CCFM certification is a nationally
recognized level of achievement that
will enhance your professional knowledge
and validate your commitment to our
growing business sector.

Josh Euerle
VP of Communications
Riverside Church
Big Lake, MN

Jon E. Owens
C E R VP
T of
I FMembership
I E D

First Baptist Church
Statesboro, GA

Jim Peterson
Treasurer
Fellowship Greenville
Greenville, SC

Marie Welch
Secretary
Fellowship Community
Church
Centennial, CO

Chris Whitson
VP of Education
Stonebriar Community
Church
Frisco, TX

Connect with Us
info@NACFM.com
www.NACFM.com
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Take that next step!
The 2016

Spring Session will be held in Nashville, TN May 1st thru May 6th.

For more information and to register, click

here.

Welcome New NACFM Members
Victor Adler

Mark Krewson

New Life Church
Renton, WA

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Houston, TX

Dodd Allee

Arthur Mathews

Huffman Baptist Church
Birmingham, AL

The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
Atlanta, GA

James Gruben

Thomas Siener

Prince of Peace
Palatine, IL

First Free Church
Ballwin, MO
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