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“People are looking at our reflections”
- Let's all reflect on this...

While reading an email last month from our very own Executive Director Dwayne McKean, I felt
strongly that what he was saying was not only for those of us on the board but for all members. Being
followers of Christ, we must walk in such a way that we are totally transparent and cause no other
believer to stumble. As you read this great exhortation from Dwayne, remember that the choices we make
both in private and in public, define who we are in Christ and who Christ is in us. Thank you, Dwayne!
All - As I watch what’s going on in Washington DC these days and across the country I find myself frustrated and
disappointed. Regardless of your political beliefs, I'm betting you feel the same. We are truly seeing polarization
(division) like never before. No one in DC can make a statement or a move without someone closely watching and
waiting to pounce. In Washington are the people entrusted with our government, be it good or bad; who they
are and what they do have a great impact each day.
The above got me to thinking about all of us as a board (Christians). Each of us has our own window and it
reflects who we are and what we believe. I stopped to consider just what I was reflecting. I did so knowing that our
NACFM membership (all who know us) are watching what I reflect. That was sobering. Were any of my reflections
causing polarization? Perceptions are people’s realities. I have been praying for a few days now that my reflections
aren’t causing any polarization because of how one or many may perceive them. What a responsibility I have as
the NACFM Executive Director to guard against any inappropriate reflections. I need to be more careful.
I want to encourage you to join me in being careful. Like me, you too have a responsibility as a member of the
NACFM board (believer). People are looking at our reflections. Are there things we are saying or doing through any
form that may not show well through the glass of our window to others?
I have begun to be careful with my words, comments, writings, postings, images, actions, etc. so that I am perceived
positively and not as polarizing. It won’t be easy at times for me as some of my beliefs and values differ from some
of our members (people we contact daily). I have decided, however, due to the public position I willingly accepted
(and as a child of God), it is my responsibility to honor the Lord by what I reflect and how I reflect it. It’s really not
about what I may have to give up or make less public; it’s about what is best for our organization (kingdom of
heaven). I owe that to the NACFM and especially to the God I serve.
										

“the one who says he abides
										
in Him ought himself to
walk in the same manner
as He walked.” – 1 John 2:6
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Please consider joining me in this effort.
Dwayne McKean
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Why You Should Aerate Your Lawn
Posted by Landscaping Ideas Online
Have you really looked at your lawn lately and noticed
it just doesn’t appear healthy? You are probably
pondering about what could be going on and what could
be causing this issue. If you have checked for insects,
worms, disease, improper watering, and know the lawn is
properly fertilized, and you still have no answer, consider
aerating your lawn. Aerating my lawn? What is aerating
and why should I do it?
Aerating is the process of inserting holes in the soil for
better water absorption and nutrient absorption, as
well as helping to eliminate unhealthy amounts of
thatch. The problem starts when the top four inches
of soil become extremely hard and compact. Similar to
when your trash can is full and you press the garbage
down to make more room.
Eventually you run out of space in the can and there’s
no place for the trash to go. Well, for the non-aerated
lawn this is the same concept of compaction. The water
and nutrients cannot penetrate the soil. The thatch from
lawn mowing, instead of being decomposed and returned
to the earth, will just sit there inviting mold, mildew,
disease and unwanted insects.
Aerating also enhances
oxygen levels in your
soil thus stimulating root
growth and speeding up
the decomposition of
the thatch decomposing
organisms. In removing
the plugs of soil from
your lawn this process
severs roots, rhizomes
and stolons. The effects
of this stimulate your
grass to produce new shoots and roots that will fill in
the holes and increase the density of your lawn. It also
increases your lawn’s drought tolerance also adding to
the overall health of the lawn.
The type of grass you have will dictate when to aerate
and how deep to make your holes. If you have a lawn
type that is composed of cool-season grasses, it is best
to aerate in the fall when there is a better chance of
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avoiding heat stress and the invasion of weeds. You should
allow at least four weeks of good growing weather for your
lawn to recover. If you lawn is composed of warm-season grass,
aeration should take place in spring or summer when the grass
is actively growing.
When aerating your lawn, it is best to aerate on a day where
the temperatures are milder and the soil in a moist condition,
which will make the aerating process much easier. Aerating wet
soil can be a real nuisance due to the fact that the plugs will get
stuck in the hollow tines and can further compact you soil.
How often should I aerate my lawn? There is no exact answer
to this question. The best way to find out if your lawn needs to
be aerated is to test the soil. A very simple way to make that
determination is to take a screwdriver and insert it into the soil.
If insertion is fairly easy your soil should be just fine. If insertion
is difficult, it is probably time to aerate.
Aerating may be directed at a small area, a larger area or the
entire yard. If you only aerate a small area, you can use a
spading fork to insert holes into the soil. This is not really the
recommended way to aerate since it forces the soil particles
around the hole closer together causing more compaction.
It may work to some degree but is usually less effective. It is
recommended that you purchase a sod-coring tool from your
local home improvement store. These are not very expensive
and they do a much better job.
For larger areas and entire
yards, you will need to use
an actual aerator. Since this
is an item that you will not
often use, you can rent one
from a lawn and garden
center or other equipment
rental business.
Your penetration depth will depend on the type of soil, the
soil’s moisture levels, the tine diameter, and weight and power
of the aerator. Contact a local landscaper or garden center for
the specific specifications for your soil type. After aerating leave
the soil plugs on the lawn. Rain and traffic will eventually break
down the plugs. The plugs are very beneficial in that they
contain microorganisms that help to decompose layers of
excess thatch that may be present.
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What Does Lime
Do For Your Yard?
Posted by Landscaping Ideas Online

When it comes to proper lawn care,
the cause of problems such as yellow
grass, pale grass, or even dead patches
in your lawn may be tough to figure out.
Possibly you’ve tried fertilizing, mowing
at different heights, even mulching and
nothing seems to work. Maybe you’ve
ruled out all the usual suspects such
as insects and funguses. When you’ve
eliminated the normal culprits and
all else has failed, look beneath the
surface for answers - go underground!

Just like your skin, the earth needs balance in order to
look young, fresh, and beautiful. The pH balance of soil
should be neutral in order for grass to grow lush and green.
You can buy kits that will test soil acidity letting you know
whether or not you need to take steps to adjust the acid
balance of your lawn.
The good news is that adding lime to your lawn can
repair the damage of time and depleted nutrients.
Even added nutrients that have created more acidic soil
can be remedied. Read the testing kit label or consult a
professional landscaper for assistance when it comes to
the proper amount of lime to add for desired results.
There is no reason to suffer through another year of dead
and dying grass or a lawn that is yellowed or patched.
If your soil is very acidic it’s a good idea to use around 40
pounds of lime pellets for every thousand square feet of
lawn. This should be applied at least 2 if not 3 times a
year. It’s also a good idea to consult with a gardening
expert or landscaping contractor for information that is
specific to your area. There is no across-the-board rule
about the amount of lime to use. The solution is specific
to your particular soil composition as well as other factors
like climate, rainfall, etc.
The primary reason lime is needed is to make sure that
the pH balance is as close to ideal as possible. With proper
application your lawn will maintain the beauty and balance
that Mother Nature intended. Using lime properly can help
to revive unhealthy looking grass and put you on track for a
lush, green lawn that you can be proud of!

Certified Church Facilities Manager Spring 2017 Session
May 7th - 12th in Nashville, TN
Hosted by Jim Vance and Brentwood Baptist Church
❱ Accommodations at the Drury Plaza Hotel in Franklin, TN
❱
Click here to register
❱

Spring Session Topics
❱ Landscaping / Church Grounds and Lawn Care
❱ Electrical Rules and Regulations / Electrical Safety
		
❱ Service Excellence / Event Management
  
		
❱ Church Safety / Church Security
		
❱ Green Church
		
❱ Energy Management

❱ Leadership
❱ Lighting Technology
❱ Building Technology  
❱ General Contracting
❱ OSHA Inspections
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Board Members

Go here for conference
details and registration.

Dwayne McKean
Executive Director
Fellowship Bible Church
Roswell, GA

Award-winning music group,
Point of Grace to entertain and
inspire at our 2017 conference.

Jeff Galasso
President
Faith Bible Chapel
International
Arvada, CO

Patrick Hart
Vice President
Northshore Christian
Church
Everett, WA

Point of Grace will be with us to close out our 2017 national conference in
Nashville. Expect great music and solid inspiration from one of America’s
premier Christian musical groups! Register today for a life-impacting event
in Nashville.

Rick Burdon
Past President
Faithbridge Church
Spring, TX

THE CASE FOR CHRIST / Bestselling
Book by Lee Strobel Coming as a
Movie in April

Josh Euerle
VP of Communications
Riverside Church
Big Lake, MN

Jon E. Owens
VP of Membership
First Baptist Church
Statesboro, GA

Jim Peterson
Treasurer
Fellowship Greenville
Greenville, SC

Marie Welch
Secretary
Fellowship Community
Church
Centennial, CO

A hard-driving journalist, Lee Strobel was exactly where he expected to be at work: on top.
His award-winning investigative reporting recently earned him a promotion to legal editor
at the Chicago Tribune. But things weren’t going nearly as well at home where his wife
Leslie’s newfound faith in Christ went against everything Lee believed—or didn’t believe
—as an avowed atheist.
Utilizing his journalistic and legal training, Lee begins a quest to debunk the claims of
Christianity in order to save his crumbling marriage. Chasing down the biggest story of his
career, Lee comes face-to-face with unexpected results that could change everything he
knows to be true.
Based on Lee Strobel’s award-winning bestselling book and starring Mike Vogel, Erika
Christensen, Faye Dunaway, and Robert Forster, THE CASE FOR CHRIST opens in theaters
April 7. It’s an ideal Easter-season movie for anyone who has ever pondered the existence
of God … and what role He could play in their life. For more information and the movie
trailer, go here.

Chris Barron
VP of Education
Faith Baptist Church
Youngsville, NC

Connect with Us
info@NACFM.com
www.NACFM.com
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Welcome New NACFM Members
Zachary Anderson
Faithbridge Church
Spring, TX

David Freisner
The Village Church
Southlake, TX

David Heflin
Christ’s Church of Oronogo
Oronogo, MO

Rob Benson
Mount Ararat Baptist Church
Stafford, VA

Wayne Gooden
First UMC McKinney
McKinney, TX

Paul LaMar
Mount Ararat Baptist Church
Stafford, VA

Mitchell Billingsley
Lake Highlands Baptist Church
Dallas, TX

Ty Harvey
Northcoast Calvary Chapel
Carlsbad, CA

Brandon Whitmore
First Evangelical Free Church
Manchester, MO
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