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Research ConsortiXm Members Contact Sheet

NaWhaniel Br\an
Nathaniel Br\an, Ph.D. is an assistant professor of
earl\ childhood edXcation at Miami UniYersit\. For
more than a decade, Dr. Br\an¶s scholarship,
teaching, and serYice haYe focXsed on the identities
and pedagogical st\les of Black male teachers, the
critical literac\ deYelopment and childhood pla\
e[periences of Black bo\s in earl\ childhood
edXcation, and the preschool-to-prison pipeline. Dr.
Br\an is the aXthor of ToZard a Blackbo\Crit
Pedagog\: Black bo\s, male teachers, and earl\
childhood classroom practices, and nXmeroXs
peer-reYieZed articles. He has also receiYed
prestigioXs aZards sXch as the 2020 Emerging
Scholar AZard from the American EdXcational
Association¶s Special Interest GroXp±±Critical

PerspectiYes on Earl\ Childhood EdXcation.

Contact Nathaniel at br\ann@miamioh.edX

AndreV BXVWamanWe
Andres BXstamante is an Assistant Professor at the
UniYersit\ of California IrYine¶s School of EdXcation,
and directs the Social, iTeratiYe, Engaged, and
MeaningfXl (STEM) Learning Lab. He designs and
implements pla\-based earl\ childhood STEM
interYentions in places and spaces that children and
families spend time (e.g., parks, school \ards,
grocer\ stores etc.). He maintains an intentional
focXs on translating rigoroXs science from the lab,
into meaningfXl research in the classroom, and the
commXnit\. Andres is inYested in research that has
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practical implications for school and life sXccess for children and families from
XnderserYed commXnities.

Contact Andres at asbXstam@Xci.edX

MarWa CiYil
Marta CiYil is a Professor and the Ro\ F. Graesser
Chair in the Department of Mathematics at The
UniYersit\ of Ari]ona. Her research looks at
cXltXral, social, and langXage aspects in the
teaching and learning of mathematics; participation
in the mathematics classroom; connections
betZeen in-school and oXt-of-school mathematics;
and parental engagement in mathematics. She has
led mXltiple fXnded projects Zorking Zith children,
parents, and teachers, primaril\ in Me[ican
American commXnities. Her Zork is groXnded on
the concepts of fXnds of knoZledge and parents as
intellectXal resoXrces, Zith a focXs on deYeloping
cXltXrall\ sXstaining learning enYironments in

mathematics edXcation.

Contact Marta at ciYil@math.ari]ona.edX

Sarai Coba-RodrigXe]
Sarai is an Assistant Professor at the UniYersit\ of
Illinois at Chicago in the Department of EdXcational
Ps\cholog\ and is program facXlt\ in HXman
DeYelopment and Learning. E[panding on her
school readiness and famil\ inYolYement research,
Sarai and her collaborator receiYed a tZo-\ear
Robert Wood Johnson FoXndation Grant that aims
to Xnderstand families¶ e[periences Zith their
\oXng children¶s e[clXsions and transitions. Sarai
loYes the great oXtdoors! YoX can easil\ find her
riding her bike or hiking in a forest preserYe. She is
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also a neZl\ neZl\Zed (AXgXst 11, 2020), and a neZ dog mom as Zell!

Contact Sarai at scobaro2@Xic.edX

Eric Dearing
Eric Dearing is Professor of Applied DeYelopmental
Ps\cholog\ and Director of the Mar\ E. Walsh
Center for ThriYing Children in the L\nch School of
EdXcation and HXman DeYelopment at Boston
College as Zell as Visiting Professor in the
Department of EdXcation Sciences at the UniYersit\
of Oslo, NorZa\. Eric has pXblished oYer 100
articles and chapters on the Za\s that families,
edXcators, and famil\-facing professionals can help
sXpport the achieYement and Zell-being of children.
Presentl\, as a member of the DREME NetZork,
mXch of his research is focXsed on the roles of
families and earl\ edXcators in children¶s math

learning.

Contact Eric at eric.dearing@bc.edX

Naomi Allen JeVVXp
Dr. Naomi A. JessXp is a mathematics teacher
edXcator in the Earl\ Childhood Elementar\ EdXcation
Department at Georgia State UniYersit\ in Atlanta. She
teaches mathematics content and methods coXrses for
prospectiYe teachers in the elementar\ edXcation
bachelor¶s degree program. Her research focXses on
the application of sociocXltXral and critical theories that
e[amine children¶s mathematical thinking, mathematics
teaching practices (i.e., teacher noticing, classroom
discoXrse), and parental partnerships. Additionall\, her
research focXses on reengineering mathematics
edXcation spaces in the midst of and post the
COVID-19 pandemic that are rehXmani]ing Zhich
honors the Yoices, knoZledge, and contribXtions of

Black stXdents, parents, and their commXnities.
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Contact Naomi at njessXp@gsX.edX

Hannah K\e
Hannah K\e, Ed.D., is an assistant professor of
Interdisciplinar\ and InclXsiYe EdXcation at
RoZan UniYersit\. She Xses eqXit\ frameZorks
in research on famil\-centered cXrricXlXm and
earl\ STEM edXcation. In her coXrses, she aims
to prepare teachers to partner Zith families Zho
haYe been marginali]ed in edXcational settings.
A former classroom teacher, she noZ teaches
coXrses on math, science, and issXes of eqXit\
in earl\ childhood edXcation.

Contact Hannah at k\e@roZan.edX

GeeWha Ramani
Geetha B. Ramani is an Associate Professor of HXman
DeYelopment and QXantitatiYe Methodolog\ and the
director of the Earl\ Childhood Interaction Laborator\ at
the UniYersit\ of Mar\land, College Park. Dr. Ramani¶s
research is focXsed on the critical role of social and
conte[tXal factors that inflXence children¶s mathematical
learning in the home and classroom. Specificall\, Dr.
Ramani e[amines hoZ parent-child interactions, peer
interactions, and pla\fXl learning can benefit
mathematical deYelopment, as Zell as hoZ earl\
e[periences can contribXte to indiYidXal differences in
mathematical achieYement. She also e[amines important
correlates of mathematical learning, sXch as e[ecXtiYe
fXnctioning and langXage skills, in diYerse popXlations of
children.

Contact Geetha at gramani@Xmd.edX
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