
State Policies/Statements on Re-Opening 

•  Alabama 
o https://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/story/news/education/2020/06/26/a

l-students-back-to-school-fall-2020-plans-alabama-eric-mackey-
coronavirus/3249484001/ 

o https://www.wbrc.com/2020/06/26/schools-will-reopen-state-announces-
alabamas-roadmap-reopening-schools-plan/ 

o https://www.alreporter.com/2020/06/30/analysis-theres-a-better-plan-for-
reopening-schools-if-alabama-leaders-will-use-it/ 

•  Alaska 
o https://www.webcenterfairbanks.com/content/news/Fairbanks-School-

District-plans-safe-reopening-of-schools-for-August-571454621.html 
o https://education.alaska.gov/safeschools/infectiousdisease 
o https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/alaska/articles/2020-07-

10/anchorage-school-district-plan-begins-with-limited-reopening 

•  Arizona 
o https://www.azed.gov/communications/files/2020/03/FINAL-DRAFT-AZ-

Roadmap-for-Reopening-Schools_6_1_20-1.pdf 
o https://www.fox10phoenix.com/news/list-arizona-districts-announce-return-

to-school-plans 
o https://www.azfamily.com/news/continuing_coverage/coronavirus_coverag

e/list-phoenix-area-school-districts-reveal-back-to-school-
plans/article_122e1d70-bb67-11ea-a867-eb695aa3ff2f.html 

•  Arkansas: 
o https://arktimes.com/arkansas-blog/2020/07/09/teachers-arkansas-is-in-no-

way-ready-to-safely-reopen-schools 
o https://katv.com/news/local/arkansas-education-association-says-state-is-

in-no-way-ready-to-safely-reopen-schools 
o https://katv.com/news/local/arkansas-pushes-back-school-start-date-806-

new-virus-cases-in-the-state 
o https://www.kuaf.com/post/arkansas-education-association-calls-

statewide-safety-standards-school-reopening#stream/0 

•  California 
o https://www.kpbs.org/news/2020/jun/08/california-schools-chief-details-plan-

reopening/ 
o https://edsource.org/2020/california-school-superintendents-navigate-

safety-concerns-conflicting-guidance-as-they-plan-to-reopen-
schools/635555 

o https://edsource.org/2020/seeking-guidance-for-reopening-schools/633593 
o https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/13/us/lausd-san-diego-school-reopening.html 
o https://www.politico.com/states/california/story/2020/07/13/los-angeles-san-

diego-schools-will-remain-closed-when-classes-resume-9423610 

•  Colorado: 
o https://coloradosun.com/2020/07/13/colorado-teachers-education-schools-

coronavirus-covid-19-coloradans-k-12/ 
o https://www.cpr.org/2020/07/14/polis-on-reopening-colorado-schools-we-cant-

sacrifice-our-childrens-future-just-because-of-the-pandemic/ 
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o https://www.denverpost.com/2020/07/12/colorado-online-education-coronavirus/ 
o https://www.denverpost.com/2020/07/09/colorado-teachers-union-school-

reopening-standards/ 

•  Connecticut: 
o https://ctmirror.org/2020/06/30/ct-moves-forward-on-school-reopening-as-

virus-surge-prompts-other-states-to-step-back/ 
o https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/CTReopeningSchools.pdf 

•  Delaware: 
o https://www.wdel.com/news/delaware-schools-wont-know-what-reopening-will-

look-like-until-at-least-early-august/article_5f96d300-c5fc-11ea-a156-
03a6d2c43fe4.html 

o https://www.delcotimes.com/news/delaware-county-school-districts-scrambling-
to-come-up-with-reopening-plans/article_6b60bd26-c3be-11ea-ad1f-
1b3d47e344f9.html 

o https://delawarestatenews.net/coronavirus/us-debates-school-reopening-who-
warns-no-return-to-normal/ 

•  Florida: 
o https://www.wtsp.com/article/news/education/school-reopening-plans-tampa-bay-

counties/67-07f1771d-7158-4d2b-a5a7-93849fa7a7f4 
o https://news.wgcu.org/show/gulf-coast-life/2020-07-13/lee-county-educators-

express-concerns-about-school-reopening-plans 
o https://www.tampabay.com/news/gradebook/2020/07/08/florida-school-districts-

reexamine-plans-amid-states-reopening-order/ 
o https://www.firstcoastnews.com/article/news/education/hold-list-what-we-know-

about-these-first-coast-counties-plans-for-back-to-school/77-fb539c82-bbd9-
49fd-ae8f-6e2b319ee4f8 

o https://feaweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/PreK12-Reopen-
Recommendations.pdf 

•  Georgia: 
o https://www.ajc.com/news/local-education/pressure-mounts-georgia-schools-

figuring-out-back-school-plans/jwxInxwvpo5xbAPF74x9kJ/ 
o https://www.georgiainsights.com/recovery.html 
o https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/09/us/schools-reopening-trump.html 
o https://patch.com/georgia/johnscreek/survey-half-readers-say-georgia-schools-

can-t-safely-reopen 

•  Hawaii: 
o https://www.bigislandvideonews.com/2020/07/02/hawaii-doe-releases-school-

reopening-plan/ 
o http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ConnectWithUs/MediaRoom/PressReleases/

Pages/school-year-2020-21.aspx 
o https://www.staradvertiser.com/2020/07/03/hawaii-news/states-public-schools-

unveil-plans-for-reopening-amid-pandemic/ 

•  Idaho: 
o https://www.idahostatesman.com/news/local/education/article244100822.html 
o https://www.ktvb.com/article/news/education/idaho-state-board-of-education-

guidelines-for-reopening-schools-president-debbie-critchfield/277-cfab6cbd-
226c-4ec5-b51d-f519a6a4e7bd 

o https://www.idahoednews.org/news/state-board-of-education-adopts-nonbinding-
school-reopening-plan/ 
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o https://www.kmvt.com/2020/07/09/gov-little-to-address-k-12-reopening-and-
stage-4-idaho-rebounds/ 

•  Illinois: 
o https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/illinois-schools-reopening-districts-

release-fall-plans-as-coronavirus-pandemic-continues/2304714/ 
o https://www.illinoispolicy.org/illinois-students-should-return-to-classrooms-this-

fall/ 
o https://www.illinoispolicy.org/illinois-students-should-return-to-classrooms-this-

fall/ 
o https://news.wttw.com/2020/07/13/trump-pressures-schools-reopen-many-cps-

teachers-fearful-classroom-return 

•  Indiana: 
o https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/news/june-5-class-document.pdf 
o https://www.indystar.com/restricted/?return=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.indystar.co

m%2Fstory%2Fnews%2Feducation%2F2020%2F07%2F14%2Findiana-
education-answers-parents-questions-indianapolis-public-schools-
reopening%2F5433354002%2F 

o https://www.indystar.com/story/news/education/2020/07/13/indiana-education-
schools-safe-reopen-says-marion-county-health-official/5430803002/ 

o https://www.wlfi.com/content/news/Indiana-school-districts-grapple-with-
reopening-decisions-571758291.html 

o https://www.wlfi.com/content/news/Indiana-school-districts-grapple-with-
reopening-decisions-571758291.html 

o https://www.govtech.com/education/k-12/Indiana-Schools-Plan-for-Reopening-
with-Virtual-Options.html 

•  Iowa: 
o https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/iowa/articles/2020-06-25/iowa-school-

reopening-plan-doesnt-require-masks-distancing 
o https://www.thegazette.com/subject/news/education/schools-reopening-plans-

iowa-city-masks-cedar-rapids-linn-mar-college-community-marion-covid-
20200701 

o https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/education/2020/07/01/des-
moines-public-schools-fall-classes-plan-covid-coronavirus-concerns-reopening-
virtual-classes/5356367002/ 

o https://www.thegazette.com/subject/news/education/iowa-schools-reopening-
masks-guidelines-covid-19-coronavirus-20200630 

•  Kansas: 
o https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/Communications/Navigating%20Change/DRAFT

%205%20Navigating%20Change%20Kansas%20Guide%20to%20Learning%20
and%20School%20Safety%20Operations-WEB.pdf?ver=2020-07-14-113912-
290 

o https://www.kwch.com/2020/07/11/recommendations-offer-guidance-on-states-
plan-to-reopen-schools/ 

o https://www.kansas.com/news/coronavirus/article244150537.html 

•  Kentucky 
o https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Academic%20Re-

entry%20Stage%202%20FINAL.pdf 
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rh15v3E9sEA 
o https://www.kentucky.com/news/coronavirus/article244026512.html 
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o https://www.kentucky.com/news/local/education/article244081232.html 

•  Louisiana 
o https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/school-

reopening-guidelines-and-resources.pdf 
o https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/education/article_25f36852-

b751-11ea-bfe3-8b57d790d060.html 

•  Maine: 
o https://www.maine.gov/doe/covid-19/reintegrate 
o https://www.pressherald.com/2020/07/08/maine-voices-we-know-how-to-

relatively-safely-reopen-schools-now-we-need-the-will-resources/ 
o https://wgme.com/news/coronavirus/despite-presidential-pressure-to-reopen-

maine-schools-say-they-need-more-resources 

•  Maryland: 
o https://foxbaltimore.com/news/coronavirus/maryland-public-schools-continue-to-

work-on-reopening-plans 
o https://www.wbaltv.com/article/coronavirus-teachers-unions-pta-its-not-yet-safe-

to-reopen-schools/33312779 
o https://www.baltimoresun.com/coronavirus/bs-md-reopening-schools-fall-2020-

list-20200710-o4htnjkfmrajplnrknb3fskg5u-story.html 

•  Massachusetts: 
o https://www.npr.org/2020/07/02/886845449/massachusetts-education-

commissioner-on-states-plan-to-reopen-schools-in-the-fal 
o https://www.mass.gov/doc/dese-fall-reopening-guidance/download 
o https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/06/25/metro/state-education-reopening-plan-

leaves-parents-officials-wanting-more-detail/ 

•  Michigan: 
o https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FIN

AL_695392_7.pdf 
o https://www.whmi.com/news/article/michigan-schools-left-with-uncertaintly-on-

reopening-plans 

•  Minnesota: 
o https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/k12planguide.pdf 
o https://www.twincities.com/2020/07/12/is-it-safe-to-reopen-mn-schools-this-fall-

that-may-depend-on-us/ 
o https://educationminnesota.org/news/media-resources/news-

releases/Reopening-schools-requires-a-plan-that-is-safe,-ef 

•  Mississippi: 
o https://educationminnesota.org/news/media-resources/news-

releases/Reopening-schools-requires-a-plan-that-is-safe,-ef 
o https://www.wapt.com/article/reeves-100-committed-to-reopening-mississippi-

schools/33251923 
o https://mynbc15.com/news/local/george-county-ms-school-district-announces-

fall-reopening-plan-guidelines 

•  Missouri: 
o https://www.ksdk.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/missouri-school-

coronavirus-reopening-guidelines/63-89642bd1-47ff-4af8-b363-a2d8a9e32a6e 
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o https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/COVID-MO-K12-Reopening-
Guidance.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0UGF4UhkR1e9gg-
LgTeNBcHUWNwWxzz7dkRAMx5kaPeVcKObtIg18xX2o 

•  Montana: 
o https://covid19.mt.gov/Portals/223/Documents/Education%20Final.pdf 
o https://www.ktvh.com/news/montana-news/montana-schools-plan-for-re-opening-

but-nothing-is-normal 

•  Nebraska: 
o https://journalstar.com/news/state-and-regional/nebraska/nebraskas-largest-

school-district-reveals-fall-reopen-plan/article_12e403bb-a60f-5eb2-9f05-
62b9fc0f1a6d.html 

o https://journalstar.com/news/local/education/nebraska-not-planning-to-change-
guidance-after-threats-from-president-to-withhold-fed-dollars/article_2ab33362-
d7ba-519f-a955-5dbd6aa9a580.html 

o https://www.vox.com/2020/7/8/21314563/school-reopening-testing-money 

•  Nevada: 
o https://elkodaily.com/news/local/nevada-s-school-reopening-plan-recognized-by-

johns-hopkins-university/article_aea23312-ac63-599d-8865-fed4ae3e3cb6.html 
o https://www.reviewjournal.com/opinion/opinion-columns/victor-joecks/victor-

joecks-fully-reopen-nevadas-schools-it-can-be-done-safely-2067851/ 
o  

•  New Hampshire: 
o https://www.wmur.com/article/new-hampshire-coronavirus-school-reopening-

plan-2020/33308649 
o https://www.nbcboston.com/news/coronavirus/gov-sununu-to-provide-update-on-

coronavirus-response-in-nh-3/2159094/ 

•  New Jersey: 
o https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf 
o https://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2020/07/13/gov-murphy-new-jersey-will-not-be-

beaten-or-bludgeoned-into-reopening-schools-if-its-not-safe/ 

•  New Mexico: 
o https://www.krqe.com/health/coronavirus-resources/new-mexico-reentry-task-

force-publishes-school-reopening-recommendations/ 
o https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-

content/uploads/2017/12/SHSB_PlanningForSafeSchools_NM2017.pdf 

•  New York: 
o https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-new-data-driven-

guidance-reopening-schools 
o https://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/2.%20Recovering%2C%20

Rebuilding%2C%20and%20Renewing%20the%20Spirit%20of%20Our%20Scho
ols%20School%20Reopening%20Guidance.pdf 

o https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/08/nyregion/nyc-schools-reopening-plan.html 

 

•  North Carolina: 
o https://abc11.com/nc-schools-reopening-cooper-coronavirus/6316901/ 
o https://www.newsobserver.com/news/coronavirus/article244212772.html 
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o https://www.wcnc.com/article/news/education/north-carolina-educators-unsure-
over-reopening-plans-schools/275-beba2143-86d4-4461-997c-2959d1be848e 

•  North Dakota: 
o https://www.valleynewslive.com/2020/07/09/north-dakota-governor-responds-to-

push-to-reopen-schools/ 

•  Ohio: 
o http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Reset-and-Restart/Reset-Restart-

Guide.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US 
o https://www.springfieldnewssun.com/news/local/springfield-city-schools-present-

initial-fall-reopening-plans/NaI3v1P4Khwj5wyV16EmuN/ 

•  Oklahoma: 
o https://www.ossba.org/resources/coronavirus/school-reopening-plans/ 
o https://www.koco.com/article/state-superintendent-joy-hofmeister-says-its-crucial-

for-schools-to-reopen-while-staying-safe/33241693 

•  Oregon: 
o https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-

family/healthsafety/Documents/Ready%20Schools%20Safe%20Learners%2020
20-21%20Guidance.pdf 

o https://www.oregonlive.com/education/2020/07/portland-students-will-not-attend-
in-person-classes-full-time-this-fall-if-at-all.html 

o https://www.opb.org/news/article/oregon-coronavirus-covid-19-schools-fall/ 

•  Pennsylvania: 
o https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-

12/Safe%20Schools/COVID/GuidanceDocuments/Pre-
K%20to%2012%20Reopening%20Guidance.pdf 

o https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/commentary/philadelphia-pa-school-reopening-
plan-coronavirus-covid-20200713.html 

o https://www.pennlive.com/news/2020/07/cumberland-valley-releases-scaffolded-
reopening-plan-to-return-to-classrooms-in-the-fall.html 

•  Rhode Island: 
o https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/COVID19/Back_to_School_

RI_Guidance_6.19.20.pdf?ver=2020-06-19-120036-393 
o https://www.wpri.com/health/coronavirus/school-updates/reopening-schools-

teachers-have-varying-degrees-of-anxiety-union-president-says/ 

•  South Carolina: 
o https://www.wltx.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/molly-spearman-schools-

reopening-south-carolina/101-418afa9e-ae4b-46cc-84e7-0702943bd871 
o https://www.wistv.com/2020/07/12/south-carolinians-debate-over-school-

reopening-doctors-educators-say-safety-is-priority/ 
o https://www.wistv.com/2020/07/13/teachers-groups-express-concern-about-

reopening-schools-letter-sc-governor/ 
o https://www.wistv.com/2020/07/08/live-sc-senators-officials-discuss-reopening-

schools-safely/ 

•  South Dakota: 
o https://doh.sd.gov/documents/COVID19/Schools_ReopeningChecklist.pdf 
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o https://rapidcityjournal.com/news/local/education/board-details-potential-plans-
for-return-to-schools-this-fall/article_d4c0503f-60c2-5921-9d69-
9901be0bfa50.html 

•  Tennessee: 
o https://www.wjhl.com/covid-19-keeping-schools-safe/can-tennessee-schools-

open-this-fall-two-state-leaders-on-how-it-will-happen/ 
o https://www.wjhl.com/covid-19-keeping-schools-safe/july-13-local-tenn-school-

districts-in-yellow-zone-for-reopening-based-on-state-data/ 

•  Texas: 
o https://www.texastribune.org/2020/07/10/texas-reopening-schools-teachers-

coronavirus/ 
o https://www.kxxv.com/hometown/texas/teachers-across-texas-plan-rally-for-safe-

school-opening-in-austin 
o https://www.wfaa.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/texas-teachers-caught-in-

the-middle-of-political-battles-over-schools-reopening/287-694a63d5-1ca2-4727-
b588-b4dc0e171dcd 

o https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/education/article/texas-school-not-
reopen-covid-class-in-person-15404603.php 

o https://www.texastribune.org/2020/06/23/texas-planning-few-mandatory-safety-
measures-when-schools-reopen-draft/   

•  Utah: 
o https://www.abc4.com/news/education/alpine-school-district-outlines-proposed-

back-to-school-plan/ 
o https://www.standard.net/news/education/utah-education-association-says-

teachers-are-concerned-that-school-reopening-plans-dont-do-to-
protect/article_559d5793-7e5d-5abe-ab36-4b28b06a7ab5.html 

•  Vermont: 
o https://www.wcax.com/content/news/New-guidance-released-for-reopening-of-

Vermont-schools-571325511.html 
o https://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/news/2020/06/22/educators-prepare-

schools-re-opening-respond-state-guidelines-vermont-fall/3223324001/ 

•  Virginia: 
o http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/office/covid-19-faq-

reopening.shtml 
o https://www.nbc12.com/2020/07/10/students-wont-return-school-if-virginia-cant-

stay-phase-northam-says-after-uptick-covid-cases/ 
o https://www.wsls.com/news/local/2020/07/13/no-safe-way-to-open-roanoke-

county-schools-for-in-person-learning-says-teachers-union/ 

•  Washington: 
o https://klewtv.com/news/local/school-districts-in-washington-state-review-options-

for-reopening-schools 
o https://komonews.com/news/coronavirus/washington-state-officials-planing-for-

schools-to-reopen-amid-covid-19-pandemic 
o https://www.esd112.org/news/ospi-releases-guidance-for-reopening-wa-schools-

this-fall/ 

•  West Virginia: 
o https://www.wsaz.com/2020/07/08/wva-school-reentry-website-now-live/ 
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o https://www.foxnews.com/politics/west-virginia-schools-sept-8-reopening-
coronavirus 

o https://wvde.us/school-system-re-entry/ 

•  Wisconsin: 
o https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/education/2020/07/13/mps-reopening-plan-

virtual-learning-and-gradual-return-classroom/5427236002/ 
o https://fox6now.com/2020/07/13/mps-leaders-release-3-phase-recommendation-

for-reopening-schools-vote-set-for-july-16/ 
o https://fox6now.com/2020/07/13/racine-unified-school-district-board-discusses-3-

scenarios-for-reopening-schools-similar-to-mps-3-phase-plan/ 
o https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Education_Forward_web.pdf 

•  Wyoming: 
o https://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/education/wyoming-

department-of-education-releases-guidelines-for-school-reopening-
plans/article_0396803c-f186-5d37-b2bb-1dcb95d2bbb5.html 

o https://edu.wyoming.gov/blog/2020/07/01/superintendent-balow-releases-smart-
start-guidance-for-fall-school-reopenings/ 
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