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NAFSCE Mission & Vision

• Mission: Advancing high-impact policies and practices of family, school, 
and community engagement to promote child development and 
improve student achievement. 

• Vision: A world where family engagement is universally practiced as an 
essential strategy for improving children’s learning and advancing 
equity.



Agenda
I. NAFSCE Welcome & Updates
II.Family Engagement Professional Development Opportunities

A.Deborah Stein, Network Director, Partnership for America's 
Children: Count All Kids

B.Michelle Elison, Portfolio Manager National Partnership 
Program Communications Directorate, U.S. Census Bureau: 
Statistics in Schools

C.Question and Answer
III. Final Thoughts and Adjourn



Counting Young Children in the 
2020 Census: How You Can Help 
Children Thrive

4



• Initiative and advocacy coalition working to 
count young children in the census

• Works nationally with the Census Bureau to 
improve the count of young children

• Supports over 80 national organizations and 
organizations in  all 50 states with information 
and strategies to bolster the count of young 
children
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In a nutshell…

• The number of young children missed 
in the census is large, growing, and 
hurts young children

• Young children are missed even 
when adults are counted; we need 
different strategies to count young 
children

• Families trust community messengers 
and will listen to them about the 
Census
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Counting Young Children Helps 
Them Thrive

• Census data used to allocate $1.5 trillion 
a year
• Prepares them for school: Medicaid, 

CHIP, child care
• School funds: Title 1, Special Ed
• Protect them: foster care, adoption, 

lead poisoning, 
• Data used in predicting school 

populations and planning for epidemics
• Counting young children essential to 

getting equitable funding to communities 
of color
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THE UNDERCOUNT OF 
YOUNG KIDS IS 
LARGE AND 
GROWING
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1 in 10 children 0-4 were missed in the 2010 census- 2 
million uncounted children.

Since 1980, more young children have been missed 
every decade while the coverage of adults has 
improved

Young children had by far the highest net undercount 
of any age group in the 2010 census.

Black and Hispanic children are missed at more than 
two times the rate of white children. 
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CHILDREN MOST AT RISK OF BEING 
MISSED

• Children in complex  households; not child of 
householder

• Hispanic or racial minorities
• Linguistically isolated homes 
• Single moms
• Young parents, especially without highschool

degrees
• Foster kids
• Temporary residents
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WHY ARE 
CHILDREN 
MISSED?
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• Young children are more likely to live 
in hard-to-count households
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• Many young children are left off the 
census form



COUNTING ALL 
KIDS:
A STRATEGY
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• Identify populations of hard 
to count children

• Conduct message 
research

• Develop outreach tools to 
persuade families to count 
children

• Trusted voices educate 
families
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WHERE ARE KIDS AT RISK OF BEING 
MISSED

• Hard To Count map has data on high, 
medium, and low risk young child 
census tracts

• For each tract, it also shows five 
factors that might make kids harder 
to count there, to help you target 
your outreach

• https://www.censushardtocountmaps
2020.us/

• Webinar and fact sheet on how to 
use it at countallkids.org 15

https://www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us/


MESSAGE RESEARCH: 
FOCUS GROUPS AND 
SURVEYS
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COUNT ALL KIDS MESSAGING 
RESEARCH ON FAMILIES WITH 
YOUNG CHILDREN

▸ Lake Research conducted:
• 13 focus groups with families and 2 with 

providers
• Online survey with 800 parents with children 

under 5 nationwide who make less than $50K a 
year.

• Six focus groups testing creative materials
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MANY WILL LEAVE KIDS OFF

▸ Nearly one-in-five parents would not include 
their children under 5 on the census (10%) or 
are not sure if they would (8%) 

▸ The most frequent reasons were confusion
about whether they should be counted at all, 
or confusion about why the government needs 
to know about the young children.

▸ Other reasons include part-time or temporary 
residence in the home; no custody

▸ Research indicates fear is also a factor: 
landlords, immigration authorities
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RESEARCH SHOWS MESSAGES 
WORK

▸ Most important message is to count 
young children and explain why it 
matters

▸ Messages about convenience and
privacy also help
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TOP STATEMENTS ABOUT COUNTING 
CHILDREN
• Highlight the link between the 

census and local school funding, 
how the census helps local 
governments plan for the future, and 
the impact a miscount could have 
on a two-year-old’s childhood. 

• It makes little difference if a dollar 
amount is tied to services and 
programs; both are strong. 
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Top Statements About the Census 

*split sampled question

82

82

82

81

9

7

9

11

9

11

9

9

Counting your children in the census means your local
schools will get more funding for your children

*The census helps local government plan for the
future and determines the level of funding programs
and services young children receive from the federal

government, including our schools, child care,…
*Census data will help local government plan for the
future and determine where more than $800 billion a

year in federal funding goes, including medical
services, WIC, child care, funding for public schools,…
The census happens once every ten years, so if we

don't count a two-year-old, your community will have
less funding for education, child care, and other

services they need for 10 years, most of their…

Important Not sure Not Important



CONVENIENCE
Knowing it takes 10 minutes to 
complete makes parents much more 
likely to fill out the census (76% more 
likely, 53% much more likely). 

PRIVACY
Highlighting the privacy guarantee 
makes a majority of parents more likely 
to fill out the form (62%).  Penalty is up 
to five years or $250,000 fine.
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IT HELPS TO:

• Give examples of what the losses will be if 
children are not counted

• Include the values-oriented fact that missing 
children for the next ten years is missing them 
for most of their childhood

• Talk about the changes in the past ten years 
and the benefits of accurately counting 
children 

• Mention babies or from birth
• Give a direction (count all kids not all kids 

count)
23



MESSAGES DURING EPIDEMIC

• Choices not fear
• “You can fill out the census online, by phone, 

or by mailing in a paper form, at your 
convenience from the privacy of your home”

• Don’t scare them about someone coming to 
their door
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OUTREACH TIMELINE

• March 18 - Count All Kids Day
• March 25 - All Children Count Day (pediatric 

providers)
• April 1 - Official Census Day
• April 11-17 - Week of the  Young Child
• April 30 - Dia del Nino
• Late May-August 14 - Enumerators go door to 

door; families can still respond
• June 14-20 - Week of the Child
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FOUR WAYS TO BE COUNTED

• Online*
• By phone *
• By mail
• Census taker

* 2020 first time this is available to all
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OUTREACH DURING EPIDEMIC

• Original tactics involved schools, 
pediatricians, childcare providers, librarians… 
posters, flyers, community events

• Pivot to 
• Digital—social media, SMS
• Radio and TV—earned, paid and PSAs
• Emails and other electronic 

communications (school TV? Websites? 
Phone calls?)

• Paper at grab and go feeding sites
• What can you do?
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USE THESE SOCIAL MEDIA

28

81
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Facebook
YouTube

Instagram
Snapchat
Pinterest

Twitter
Reddit



• www.countall kids.org 
toolkit has fact sheets, 
message guidance

• https://thesocialpresski
t.com/countallkids has 
posters, flyers, social 
media, radio readers, 
many cultures and 
multiple languages

• More resources at 
http://bit.ly/3at0Qhg

• @countallkids
• Facebook: Count All 

Kids Frame
• For new resources sign 

up for the campaign at 
countallkids.org
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CAMPAIGN TOOLS AT 
COUNTALLKIDS.ORG

https://thesocialpresskit.com/countallkids
http://bit.ly/3at0Qhg
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZmLI7eYjmw



WHAT CAN YOU DO?

• Use Count All Kids materials in emails, social 
media, send them home 

• Address language differences and low literacy
• Reach them by TV and radio
• Suggest response by phone (13 languages)
• Use Census videos and language guides

• Provide internet access for families  when 
schools reopen 
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RESOURCES

• www.countallkids.org (Sign up for the 
campaign), on Facebook at Count All Kids, 
Twitter @CountAllKids

• http://bit.ly/3at0Qhg
• https://thesocialpresskit.com/countallkids
• Www.sesameworkshop.org/2020census
• www.censuscounts.org
• https://www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us/
• https://www.wecountkids.org/
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http://www.countallkids.org/
http://www.censuscounts.org/
https://www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us/
https://www.wecountkids.org/


Statistics in Schools 
and the 2020 Census

Michelle Elison
National Partnership Program

U.S. Census Bureau
michelle.l.elison@census.gov

CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

mailto:Michelle.l.elison@census.gov


CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

What Is Statistics in Schools?
• Statistics in Schools (SIS) is a free education 

program fueled by the U.S. Census Bureau and 
created by teachers, for teachers and parents.

• The program leverages census data to create 
engaging, free, and easily downloadable 
activities for students in grades 
pre-K through 12.

• SIS is an ongoing program that teachers across 
the country have been using since 2014, with 67 
new 2020 Census-related materials in addition to 
the more than 150 resources already available.

• www.census.gov/schools

http://www.census.gov/schools


CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

What Makes Statistics in Schools (SIS) Unique?

Provides free, 
educational materials that 
make statistics interactive, 

relevant, 
and timely.

Empowers students, 
teachers, and parents to 

understand their 
community and shape its 

future. 

Uses real census data to 
foster statistical literacy, 

which is increasingly 
important in today’s 
data-driven world.



An accurate count of ALL children is critical for educators and their 
students because 2020 Census responses drive decisions about the 
distribution of federal funds for programs such as:

Why the 2020 Census Matters to Educators

• Special education

• Free and reduced-price lunch

• Class sizes

• Classroom technology

• Teacher training

• After-school programs

• Head Start

• Playground and public parks

• Public transportation



CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

SIS and the 2020 Census
• SIS plays a huge role in promoting the 

2020 Census, relaying important 
messages through trusted voices in established 
school communities.

• New SIS materials highlight the importance of 
everyone, especially children, being counted 
in the 2020 Census.

• By educating students about the importance 
of being counted, we encourage them to 
share that message with an adult in their home 
who will complete the census.

• SIS activities include take-home flyers for adults 
in students’ homes to explain how and why to 
count all children who live with them for the 
2020 Census.   A separate flyer motivates 
educators to use 2020 SIS resources to support 
the count of young children.



CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

SIS has materials 
for Young Children
For the 2010 Census, the net undercount for children from 
birth to age 4 was greater than for any other age range: 
4.6 %, or almost 1 million children.
The impact of missing nearly 1 million children can be felt for a 
decade after the count, including reductions in funding for:

Medicaid

Public 
schools Special 

Supplemental 
Nutrition 

Program for 
Women, Infants, 

and Children 
(WIC) Head 

Start



CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

Three-part animated series 
with CB, the U.S. Census 

Bureau butterfly.

census.gov/schools/preK



CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

A storybook with activities and 
a music video for children in 
preschool and early grades

census.gov/schools/preK



CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

Engaging videos created  
specifically for elementary, middle, 

and high school students

census.gov/schools



CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

Activities specially designed to 
be engaging and appropriate for 

each students' grade level. 



CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

2020 Census Activities for 
Grades 7-8

44

Featured Activity: Exploring 
Questions for the 2020 Census
Use this worksheet as a starting 
point or introduction to the 2020 
Census. This activity focuses on the 
questions planned for the 2020 
Census and why each question is 
important.
Diversity: Census Questions Over 
Time
Students will analyze historical 
data on race and ethnicity in the 
United States over time. Students 
will note trends around race and 
ethnicity by looking at data from 
2000 and 2010, highlighting the 
broad diversity of people who live 
in the United States today. 



CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

2020 Census Activities for Grades 9-12
Make Data Speak
• Using a census infographic as a model, students 

will create their own infographics about their 
communities. Students may draw the infographic 
by hand, create a collage, or use a computer, 
depending on the student’s skill level.

Community Change
• Students will use U.S. Census Bureau data to 

analyze trends and shifts in community 
populations over the past 10 years in their county. 
These trends include population growth or 
decline, and migration patterns.

CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS 45



CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

Resources for English language 
learners (ELL) and adult English as 
a second language (ESL) students

census.gov/schools



The Statistics in Schools program 
offers activities in a variety of 
subjects, including:

Statistics in Schools Activities

• History

• Social Studies

• Math

• Sociology

• Geography

• English



CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

Statistics in Schools Online Resources
• Constitution Day
• Data Tools
• Fun Facts
• Games
• Historical Documents and 

Images
• Maps
• Public Service 

Announcements
• Videos
• Visualizations
• Warm Up Activities
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CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS 49

State Facts for Students



CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS 50



CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

5 Minute Challenges
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CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS 52

Statistics in Schools Monthly Newsletter

Sign up to receive monthly updates about new 
activities and resources.  

www.census.gov/schools
Click on “About”
Click on “Newsletters”

http://www.census.gov/schools


CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

Thank You!

Contact Statistics in Schools

statsinschools@census.gov

Telephone: (301) 763-4030

mailto:statsinschools@census.gov


Questions?

Please use the Q&A feature in Zoom.



601 King Street
Alexandria, VA 
admin@nafsce.org
www.nafsce.org

http://www.nafsce.org/
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