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s summer starts to wind down here in
the Inland Northwest our beautiful
weather, mid-80's with 20%
humidity, will be turning towards autumn
sooner than we wish. One of my highlights
this summer was attending the NASPD
conference in Montreal, Canada, on June 2022nd. We had an awesome slate of speakers
that brought diversity along with some
familiar presenters. If you were not able to
attend, please check out the NASPD website
and click on Summer Conference 2019. There
you will also find the video clip of our 15th
anniversary tribute to Gail Belcik.
We now are looking forward to the Fall
Conference which will be held in Scottsdale,
Arizona, on October 17-19th. Our Executive
Director, Susannah Porr, has listed the
highlights of the conference in her article. We
hope to see everyone then.
I have been asked to give an update on the
“Legends of the Steel Pipe Business” project
that I have been working on for just over one
year. To recap, I am traveling around the
country doing video interviews of some of the

Randy Hurst
NASPD President

legends of our business to chronicle and
archive some our history, in their own words.
To date, I have interviewed 16 people with 8 of
them being past presidents of the NASPD.
The interviews started in the Los Angeles area
with Bobby Jacobson, our 5th president, Earle
Cohen, our 1st president, and Fidel Nabor. I
then traveled to Oklahoma City to interview
Ben Shanker, NASPD's 4th president, Robert
Brinkley, Steven Rosen and Al Karchmer, 98
years young, and still selling pipe daily. At the
New Orleans Convention, I interviewed Joe
Bergfeld, our 9th president, and Charley
Jewett, our 11th NASPD president. In May, I
traveled to St. Louis to interview Robert
Griggs, our 26th president, Jim Barnes, 84
years young and selling pipe daily, Scott
Barnes, Paul Everett and Greg Semmel, our
27th president. At the Montreal Summer
Conference, I had the pleasure of interviewing
the NASPD's 12th president, Mr. Steve

(PRESIDENT continued on page 18)

W

riting this in 100+ degree
temperatures in South Texas in
August, it is hard to believe Fall is
approaching. I am excited about our Fall
Conference coming up in Scottsdale. We
have a great mix of industry leaders, business
experts and entertainment. We'll be staying
at The Scott Resort and Spa right in the heart
of Scottsdale. It is a newly renovated resort
with a great vibe and a location that can't be
beat.

Mark your calendars now for our Annual
Convention in San Diego, February 5-8, 2020
celebrating our 45 Anniversary! We will be
hosting our Friday dinner at Miramar's
legendary Top Gun training facility and
Officers Club. You may recall some crucial
scenes shot there from the movie Top Gun. It
is a truly unique, one-of-a-kind experience.
Marine Corp leaders will give our group the
VIP treatment taking the group on a tour of a
high -security, active-duty airbase - and share
stories of fight, flight, top guns and life
behind-the-scenes ending with an incredible
dinner in the Officers Club. Don't miss out!
Our President, Randy Hurst, continues to
gather interviews with the Legends of our
industry and we will show a sneak peak at
some of the incredible footage he has captured
so far. If you have any suggestions on people
that he should interview, please let us know.
We'll see you in Scottsdale!

2019 Fall Conference: October 16-19
The Scott Resort & Spa
Scottsdale, AZ
2019 Steel Pipe Basic Education Course and
OCTG Specialty Education Course
November 11-13
Hilton Houston Post Oak Hotel
Houston, TX
2020 Annual Convention: February 5-8
US Grant Hotel
San Diego, CA
2020 Summer Conference: June 18-20
Intercontinental Chicago Magnificent Mile Hotel
Chicago, IL
2020 Fall Conference: September 24-26
The Coeur d’Alene Hotel
Coeur d’Alene, ID
2021 Annual Convention
Las Vegas, NV
More event info: www.naspd.com
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2019 Steel Pipe Basic
Education Course
November 11-12
Member: $750.00
Non-Member: $900.00

2019 OCTG Specialty
Education Course
November 13
Member: $450.00
Non-Member: $500.00
Hilton Post Oak Hotel
2001 Post Oak Blvd.
Houston, TX
(713) 961-9300
$169+taxes/single &
double occupancy
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President of the National Association of
Steel Pipe Distributors.

Charley Jewett New President
- Pipe & Tube Supply, Inc.
PEARLAND< TX - Pipe & Tube Supplies,
Inc., a national distributor of large
diameter steel pipe for construction
applications, is pleased to announce the
appointment of Charley Jewett as
President, effective immediately.
Jewett is a long-term veteran of the steel
pipe industry with senior management
experience in the distribution and
manufacture of carbon steel pipe in the
United States and abroad. A Houston, TX
native, Jewett's career in the steel industry
spans over 45 years. He joined Pipe & Tube
Supplies, Inc. in 2015 where he most
recently served the company as its'
Director of Sales. He is active in various
industry and trade groups and is a Past
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Pipe & Tube Supplies, Inc. is one of the country's
largest volume stocking distributors of large
diameter carbon steel pipe for construction
applications. Headquartered in Pearland, TX, the
company maintains stocking locations in Texas,
Louisiana, and Arkansas serving customers
nationwide.

V&A Capital is a New York-based private
equity firm focused on acquiring and
building niche leaders. V&A invests in
companies across a diverse set of industries
including manufacturing, distribution and
business services with EBITDA ranging
from $1M to $10M. V&A looks to add value
by partnering with management teams and
operating executives to develop and
implement growth strategies.

Federal Steel, Inc. Sells Assets
to V&A Capital

R.L. Hulett & Company, a boutique
investment bank in St.Louis, Missouri,
facilitated the sale.

CHESTERFIELD, MO - Federal Steel
Supply, Inc., located in Chesterfield,
Missouri, is a leading distributor of carbon
and alloy steel pipe, tube, fitting and
flanges to a variety of end markets
including manufacturing, oil and gas,
construction, utilities and fabricators. The
Company was founded in 1979 by Brian
Shinkle, Vernon Smith, and Daniel Smith.
For over forty years, FSS has been serving a
diverse group of customers all over the
world with their seamless and welded pipe
needs.

Zekelman Industries to Build
Largest Continuous ERW
Tube Mill in Blytheville
CHICAGO, IL - Zekelman Industries today
announced it will build the world’s largest
continuous ERW tube mill in Blytheville,
Arkansas, on property adjacent to its
existing Atlas Tube mill. The mill will be
capable of producing sections as large as 28”
OD x 1” wall. The company projects an
additional 75 new employees will be hired
(NEWS continued on page 6)
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(NEWS continued from page 5)
to work in the mill, growing its Blytheville
workforce to approximately 150 employees.
Startup of the new mill is scheduled for
September 2021.
“Arkansas has some of the most talented
and dedicated steel workers in the
country,” said Gov. Asa Hutchinson. “Our
quality workforce and low business costs
make Arkansas stand out among other
states as an attractive option for companies
looking to expand.”
“We’re very excited to continue investing
in a community we’ve proudly called
home,” said Barry Zekelman, executive
chairman and CEO of Zekelman Industries.
“Having two mills within close proximity
of each other will only increase our
organization’s efficiency. We look forward
to starting construction of this
groundbreaking facility.”
The $150 million mill project represents the
largest private investment in the U.S. steel
industry in the last decade, enabling new
domestic manufacturing capabilities. The
state-of-the-art facility will be capable of
producing hollow structural sections
(HSS) in square, rectangular and round
shapes and in sizes ranging from 8” square x
0.750” wall to 22” square x 1” wall. While
Atlas Tube has supplied Jumbo HSS (up to
22” square x 0.875” wall) since 2012, the
new mill allows the full range of these
products to be made in the USA for the first
time — and with a larger maximum wall
thickness than previously available. The
largest rectangular section produced here
will be 30” x 14” x 1” wall, and the largest
round section will be 28” OD x 1” wall.

“We greatly appreciate the support we’ve
received from the Arkansas Economic
Development Commission over the years,”
said Tom Muth, president of Atlas Tube.
“The AEDC has worked closely with us to
ensure immense success for the Blytheville
community, and we’re proud to be a part of
it.”

new cancer therapies at the Tom Baker
Cancer Centre, Cross Cancer Institute and
15 other centres in Alberta. The 2019 Ride,
which spanned 206 kilometers, raised $5.9
million.

The new Blytheville mill will be Atlas
Tube’s sixth mill in North America and its
fifth in the United States, all of which also
produce HSS.
About Zekelman Industries
Zekelman Industries includes the operating
divisions of Atlas Tube, Picoma, Sharon Tube,
Wheatland Tube, Western Tube and Z Modular. It
is the largest independent manufacturer of hollow
structural sections (HSS) and steel pipe, and the top
producer of electrical conduit and elbows,
couplings and nipples in North America. Zekelman
Industries delivers a broad range of pipe and tube
solutionsthatbuilditscustomers’success.

Shawcor Employees
Participate in Charity Rides
Across Canada
On August 17-18, 2019, Shawcor employees
biked hundreds of kilometers in Canada in
support of the communities we work in.

In Southampton, Ontario, Shawcor was a
proud sponsor of the 2nd Annual Gran
Fondo Lake Huron. The Shawcor ride team
was part of 1,000 riders at the sold-out
charity ride. Funds raised by riders for the
Saugeen Memorial Hospital Foundation
will be used to purchase a portable
ultrasound machine for the emergency
department, a patient wander safety system
and two new hospital beds.
At Shawcor, we value engaging with local
communities and more importantly, believe
in reciprocating the support we receive.
We are proud of the efforts our employees
have made and look forward to
participating again next year.

For the third year in a row, Shawcor
assembled a team of riders for the two-day
Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer event.
Since 2017, Shawcor has raised over
$120,000 for the Alberta Cancer
Foundation. Funds raised support
breakthrough cancer research, clinical
trials, enhanced care and the discovery of

Atlas Tube provides structural support for
buildings such as airports, stadiums, mega
warehouses and large distribution centers,
as well as infrastructure applications such
as bridges and oil & gas pipelines. The
Blytheville mill will produce HSS and pipe
piling to meet or exceed ASTM A500,
ASTM A1085, CSA G40 and ASTM A252
standards.
“It is a great testament to our state when
companies like Atlas Tube expand their
operations here rather than going
elsewhere,” said Secretary of Commerce
Mike Preston. “We have put a lot of effort
into growing the steel industry in the state,
and this is the latest company to realize that
Arkansas has the tools in place to help
businesses succeed.”
(NEWS continued on page 18)

8 Pipeline

| INSIDE YOUR NASPD

A LOOK INSIDE THE NASPD
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
by Clint Koshnick, Kingwood Pipe

Before joining the Membership Committee, I had never put much
thought into how companies knew about the NASPD and the benefits
of joining the association.
When I first joined the Membership Committee, I had no idea what all
was involved. I thought I was expected to cold call prospective
members, and seeing as I spend my days calling on prospective clients, I
was not exactly excited about the idea of volunteering to add more cold
calling to my days. I quickly learned that it was more than that.
“I feel the Membership Committee plays an integral role in the vitality
and longevity of the NASPD,” said Larry Trefry, Challenger Pipe &
Steel. “Recruiting new members and retaining existing members is vital
to the long-term success of our organization.” He also adds that, “as a
member of the Membership Committee I am better able to stay on top of
changes in the industry in general, and I have the opportunity to interact
with companies that I otherwise would not through the recruiting
process.”
The Membership Committee is made up of 22 members that take time
out of their busy schedules to contact prospective members and inform
them of the benefits of becoming a member of the NASPD. Committee
members reach out to steel pipe distribution companies as well as
companies that are affiliated with those companies – i.e. pipe mills,
trucking companies, pipe coating companies, etc. They then go over the
benefits the NASPD can provide to these companies, which include
everything from networking events to educational classes to company
exposure, just to name a few.
To qualify for Regular or Associate membership of the NASPD, a
company shall be a business enterprise that has been in the steel pipe
and tubular products distribution industry or related businesses for a
period of at least three years before submitting an application. The
company must have three sponsorship letters from existing members of
the NASPD. Once the application is submitted and reviewed by the
Membership Committee, prospective members are then voted on by the
Board of Directors at the next meeting.

There are three classes of membership: Regular, Associate, and
Professional Affiliate members.
Regular members include business enterprises whose principal steel
pipe or other tubular steel products distribution business is located in
North America. In addition, these members must maintain a minimum
inventory level and 1/3 of its revenue from steel pipe or other tubular
goods.
Associate members include the following enterprises:
a - Business enterprise that are engaged in the manufacturing of steel,
steel pipe or other tubular products.
b - Business enterprises that manufactures or sells steel pipe related
goods or equipment.
c - Business enterprises that provide and sell steel pipe value-added
processing services.
d - Business enterprises that are engaged in the selling or trading of steel
pipe or other tubular products and has actively traded or sold a
minimum of 2500 net tons of tubular products in the preceding year.
Professional Affiliate members are business enterprises that do not
qualify in any of the other two membership classes, provides products or
services to regular members of the NASPD, or is a not-for-profit
organization addressing issues similar to those important to the
NASPD.
The Membership Committee is just one of several committees that
ensures the successful future of the NASPD. It is integral to the long term
success of the association that the Membership Committee members
continue their hard work in finding prospective companies to join, and
continue to search for a variety of companies in the industry to increase
networking opportunities for current member companies.

NEW Members |

Welcome New
Members
DSV Road, Inc.
DSV Road is a new Professional Affiliate
member. The company offers customized
value added transportation solutions for
clients and carriers of all sizes. DSV
transportation includes Common Carrier,
Company Owned Truck, Contract Carrier,
Logistics Consulting Services, Third Party
Logistics Services, Transportation Services.
DSV Road, Inc.
6307 Richmond Road
Texarkana, TX 75503 US
Phone: (903) 280-5527
http://dsvroadtexas.com
Zack Ames is the NASPD Contact/
Phone: 903-280-5527
zach@dsvroadtexas.com

LFS Technologies, Inc.

Transportaion is by common carrier.

LFS Technologies, Inc. is a new Regualr
member. Product mix includes API 5CT,
Casing Pipe, ERW, Heavy Wall Pipe, Large
OD Pipe, Line Pipe, OCTG Tubing and
Casing, Reconditioned Pipe, Seamless Pipe,
Surplus Pipe, Used Pipe. Product grades are
API 5CT, ERW, High Collapse, J55, K55,
L80, Limited Service, Limited Service
OCTG, N80, New, New LS, New Prime,
New Surplus, OCTG, P110, Prime, Prime
API, Prime Seamless, Prime Tubes, Surplus,
Surplus Prime, Used Inspected, Used
Reconditioned. Size range offered is 1/2” –
20”. Specialties include OCTG. Services
offered are Inspection, Storage, Threading.
Specifications handled include API 5L
Grade B, API A-53, API L-80. OCTG
Specifications handled include C-95, H-40,
HCP-110, I-80, J-55, K-55, L-80, N-80, P-110,
Q-125, T-95. Product origins include
Austria, Brazil, Canada, Czech Republic,
France, Germany, Greece, Indonesia, Italy,
Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Mexico,
Philippines, Romania, Russia, Spain,
Thailand, Turkey, United Kingdom, United
States, US & Outside US Products,
Vietnam.

LFS Technologies, Inc.
Austin, TX 78746 US
Phone: (512) 328-6000
http://www.lfstechnologies.com
Robert Frederick is the NASPD Contact
Phone: 512-328-6000
rfrederick@lfstechnologies.com

MCIP Enterprises Corp.
MCIP Enterprises Corp. is a new Associate
member. Products manufactured include
FBE/ARO External Coatings for Line Pipe
2”-24”; Liquid Coatings for Equipment,
Internally Coating Line Pipe & Pipe up to
120”. Product mix includes Carbon Steel
Tubing, Coatings, Corrosion Coatings,
Coupling Stock, ERW, Fire Sprinkler Pipe,
Fittings, Flanges, Heavy Wall Pipe, Large
OD Pipe, Line Pipe, Metal Shapes, Pipe
Coating, Pipe Piling, Reconditioned Pipe,
Road Casing, Rolled Pipe, Seamless Pipe,
Slotted Steel Pipe, Specialty Fabrication,
Spiral Weld Pipe, Square and Rectangular
Tubing, Standard Pipe, Steel Beams, Steel
(NEW MEMBERS continued on page 14)
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A Tribute To
Beau Urech 1958-2019
Whether a lifelong friend or recent
acquaintance, the kindness, respect and
loving way that flowed from Beau made a
lasting impression on everyone around him.

Bowman Andrew Urech, the middle son of
Herman and Jane Urech, was born in Houston,
TX. The family lived in Bellaire, then a suburb
of the booming energy metropolis. Herman
was an engineer and with the most earnest act
of admiration a son can bestow, Beau followed
in his father's career choice and attended the
University of Texas.
In Austin, Beau earned a B.S. in Civil
Engineering. Byron recalled, "He is probably
the most humble UT graduate you'll ever meet.
Those of us lucky enough to have observed
Beau reminisce about his time at UT share a
common experience - while the school stories
would often elicit a wry smile, he never
boasted”. Later he would also earn an MBA
from the Cox School of Business at Southern
Methodist University, but in 1980 with a
freshly printed degree in hand, Beau was ready
to work.
An illustrious pipe career that spanned nearly
four decades began at Lone Star Steel. Byron
Dunn, CEO of Tubular Synergy Group, LP,
who also worked for Lone Star Steel, recalls
being intrigued by Beau from the moment they
met, “He had recently graduated from the
University of Texas and accepted a job as a
management trainee. l had been selected to
join this group of recent college grads in what
for me was some remedial training. That was
the beginning of our very special 38-year
friendship.”
Early on Lone Star Steel recognized the value
of their newly acquired employee. Rusty
Fisher, Sr. Vice President of Welspun Global
Trade L.L.C, recalls, "They sent him to work all
over - Longview, Dallas, and Houston, Texas,
and Lafayette, Louisiana". In those first years,
Lone Star also designated Beau for a
metallurgy exchange study with a mill in
Oxolson, Sweden. Speaking on the employee
currency exchange rate, Byron quipped “the
Swedes sent us three guys who were all total
not as intelligent as Beau".

After the exchange program, Beau applied his
unique knowledge abroad in Aberdeen,
Scotland, working in North Sea technical sales
then finally back to Dallas where he was based
for the remainder of his time at Lone Star Steel
and later at Tubular Synergy Group.
Although Dallas was home base, Beau spent
countless nights in hotels located in some of the
most remote postal codes around the world typically donning his navy blue cotton sweater
and grey trench coat. Beau's passion for
knowledge and focus on the facts was so
disciplined that he managed to leave behind his
cell phone and/or laptop in nearly every
country he visited. Rusty shared, “Beau was a
true world traveler. We personally traveled to
at least nine countries together but Beau
traveled to many more countries with Lone Star
Steel and Tubular Synergy in his career.” Byron
surmised "Beau has probably visited every steel
mill on the planet".

"Beau loved to share his knowledge - and
customers loved that about him. But we all
benefited from his role as a teacher.” Some of
you may already know that Beau set the
standard for teaching the NASPD OCTG
Class. Not only did he develop the one-hour
presentation, he also pioneered a one-day
OCTG class focusing on usage,
manufacturing, and significance of various
threads. He spent a great deal of time
developing the curriculum and continuously
updated information to make it more
comprehensive and relevant.
This was evidenced by the sentiment Rusty
held after an immersion in Beau's curriculum,
“I personally went through the class and
learned a tremendous amount. The people
who attended with me felt the same.” Further
espousing, “Beau was the most technically
competent person I have known when it
comes to the combination of OCTG, Line
Pipe, and Steel. He was absolutely brilliant on

(TRIBUTE cont. on page 12)
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Beau Urech; Gerald Merfish, Merfish Pipe Holdings; Steve Fowler, formerly with Lone Star Steel, U.S. Steel and Tubular Synergy Group;
Dolty Cheramie, formerly with Pipe Exchange, currently director and advisor for Corpac Operating Group on mill tour in Turkey

both OCTG pipe and threads. Beau had a keen understanding of
application requirements as they related to mill issues in the production
of pipe and threads. But he had an equally impressive grasp of operator
requirements utilizing pipe in the field.” According to Rusty, this
combination of qualities meant, “Beau understood markets better than
any technical person I have met in the industry.”
Much like the man himself tended to operate, Beau was the logical choice
for VP of Technical Services and he held the same position after moving
over to Tubular Synergy Group in 2008. He was "The Go To Guy", on any
technical matter, any place, any time. With admiration Byron says, “He
was my walking Google Guy. I didn't need Google if Beau was in the
room - he knew everything. And I would put my guy up against your guy,
sight unseen. Beau was that good! He never disappointed.” While Beau's
knowledge was trusted, he was not content to simply trust. At least not
Wikipedia, which by Beau's estimation was 80% accurate. Beau was like
Ronald Reagan (his hero on the subject of trust), "Trust but Verify". Beau
traveled the world over verifying production equipment and mill
capabilities - a self-professed "equipment snob". Although it was rare, if
questioned on manufacturing relevance, he utilized memorable
analogies to illustrate his point. As an example where manufacturing
process was the subject, "What tastes better - the exact same recipe for
biscuits cooked in a tin pan at the school cafeteria, or in a covered cast
iron skillet from your grandmother's kitchen?"
It is common for powerful slogans to organically emerge from the work of
distinguished individuals and this notion holds true with Beau's
uncommon industry excellence:
First, at Lone Star Steel: 'The Tubular Experts'
Later, at Tubular Synergy Group: 'Trusted Knowledge'
In each instance, Beau was the foundation of the motto.

(TRIBUTE continued on page 21)

Proud Members Of:
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of Steel Pipe Distributors
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Pipe, Structural Pipe, Structural Steel,
Sucker Rod, Used Pipe, Valves,
Waterworks Pipe, Welded Pipe. Product
grades include All API Grades, API 5L GR B,
API Prime, Carbon, Carbon Steel, DSAW,
ERW, New, New Prime, Prime, Prime API,
Prime Limited Service, Prime Seamless,
Prime Standard, Prime Tested, Prime
Tubes, Surplus Prime, Surplus Used, Used
Structural Pipe. Specialties are External
FBE/ARO Coating of Line Pipe, 2”-24”;
Internal Coating of Line Pipe up to 120”;
Liquid Coatings on all types of Equipment,
Pipe and Accessories, i.e. Fittings, Valves;
Repairs on Line Pipe; Pipe Storage.
Transportation is by Barge, Common
Carrier, Contract Carrier, Oceangoing
Vessel, Rail.
MCIP Enterprises Corp.
13636 Reeveston Road
Houston, TX 77039 US
Phone: 832-767-4007
http://www.mcipcorp.com
Harry Hill is the NASPD Contact/
Phone: 713-299-2154
harry.hill@mcipcorp.com

Trading Heritage
International
Trading Heritage International is a new
Regular member. Product grades include
All API Grades, API 5CT, API 5L GR B, API
Prime, Carbon, Carbon Steel, ERW, High
Collapse, J55, K55, L80, Limited Service,
Limited Service OCTG, Mill Reject, N80,
New, New Pipe Piling, New Prime, New
Reject Pipe, New Surplus, OCTG, P110,
Piling Grade, Prime, Prime API, Prime
Limited Service, Prime Seamless, Prime
Standard, Prime Tubes, Q125, Reject,
Structural Grades, Surplus, Surplus Prime,
Surplus Used, Used, Used Inspected, Used
Structural Pipe. Product categories include
Coupling/Coupling Stock, E-Commerce,
Fence Pipe & Tubing, Heavy Wall,
Marketing, OCTG Tubing/Casing, Piling,
Reconditiong/Repair, Standard Pipe,
Structural Pipe, Structural Steel, Structural
Tubing, Used Pipe, Waterwell. OCTG
specifications handled are H-40, HCP-110,
I-50, J-55, K-55, L-80, N-80, P-110, Q-125, T95. Transportation is by Third Party
Logistics Services.

info@aztectubing.com

Trading Heritage International
817 Avenue A
Katy, TX 77493 US
Phone: 346-444-9280
http://www.tradingheritage.com
Zack Kays is the NASPD Contact
Phone: 832-729-4120
zkays@tradingheritage.com

NASPD Scholarship Recipients
To be eligible for this award, you must:
- be a high school senior or college freshman, sophomore or junior
- be a dependent child, stepchild, or grandchild of a full-time employee of a NASPD-member company who
works a minimum of 30 hours a week and has been employed for at least two years as of January 1, 2019
- children, stepchildren, or grandchildren of Corporate Officers and Board Members of member companies
are not eligible to apply
2020/2021 Scholarship Applications will be accepted January 3, 2020 - April 2, 2020 at https://aim.applyISTS.net/NASPD/

2019-2020 Scholarship Recipients
Sophie Carnaghi
Parent: Peter Carnaghi with Trinity Products, Inc.
Kylee Chenault
Parent: Christy Crowley with Midwest Pipe Coating,
Inc.
Carolyn Grantham
Grandparent: Dorothy Emmott with Gray Reed &
McGraw LLC
Dylan Hunter
Parent: John Hunter with ArcelorMittal Projects
Americas
Abigail Krueger
Parent: Paul Krueger with Tubular Steel, Inc.

Danny Lee
Parent: Sue Ann Lee with Bise Welding &
Fabricating, Inc.
Ellie Nazzoli
Parent: James Nazzoli with Trinity Products, Inc.
Aidan Rhodes
Parent: Patrick Rhodes with Merfish Pipe Holdings Merfish Pipe & United Pipe
Marlena Ruser
Parent: Jeffrey Ruser with Tioga
Kane Wagner
Parent: Edward Wagner with ArcelorMittal Projects
Americas
Mason Wasser
Parent: Matthew Wasser with Tubular Steel, Inc.

If you need:
· Large Diameter Steel Pipe

· On Time Delivery

· Domestic Production

· Experienced and Responsive Sales Staff

· Spiralweld Pipe Manufactured in USA
· Fully Traceable Original Mill Test Reports

· Reliable Warranty From Domestic Sources
· API or ASTM Specications

Think MANDAL PIPE!

Prime Domestic Stock
Ready for Immediate Shipment

675 Enterprise Drive, Auburn, GA 30011 | Ph: 1-770-573-3022 | info@Mandalpipe.com | www.mandalpipe.com

Beemac Logistics Opens Houston Office Aiming to Tap Into Oil,
Gas and Energy Markets
Beemac Logistics, a Beaver, Pennsylvania-based transportation and logistics provider, has opened a new
office in Houston to better serve clients in the region, said chief commercial officer Michael Ceravolo.
Beemac recently entered into an agreement to occupy a 5,000-square foot facility at the Towers at
Westchase II, located in west Houston. The company plans to staff the office with 50 logistics
professionals.
“Over the past few years, our work in Texas has increased significantly. Houston has truly been a second
home for Beemac Logistics for quite some time due to the fact that we have such a healthy base of loyal
customers in the Houston area,” Ceravolo said.
Ceralvo added that Beemac Logistics provides storage, material handling, transloading, inspection
services, warehousing, direct discharge as well as local and long-haul trucking with Beemac assets.
“We have a very strong base of carrier partners and service providers that work for us daily. With our
valued partners, we can accomplish virtually any transportation service needed for our growing client
base,” Ceravolo said.
Company officials said the Houston facility solidifies Beemac's presence in Houston, where it already
operates multiple facilities with Beemac Trucking, which opened two new terminals in the Houston
area in November 2018.
Beemac Trucking's new terminals are on a 15-acre facility in northeast Houston, where the company
manages 70 drivers. The facility provides pipe and other commodity storage with two high-lifting
capacity forklifts on site, in addition to offering inspection services and job site deliveries.
While Beemac Logistics and Beemac Trucking operate independently, they do share common
ownership, said Ashley Boguszewski, a spokeswoman for Beemac Logistics.
“Also both Beemac Trucking and Beemac Logistics do have customers in Mexico and move loads from
Mexico to the United States daily,” Boguszewski said. “Logistics also has a presence in Laredo, with
cross-border operations and trans-loading services.”
Beemac Logistics also has offices in Midland, Texas, as well as Pittsburgh, Denver and Birmingham,
Alabama. The company is an asset-light truckload, less-than-truckload and intermodal service provider
that offers transportation and logistics services, material management, trucking, storage services and
warehousing.
As a result of recent growth, Beemac, Inc. has been included in the The Inc. 5000 List for the second year
in a row.

City Pipe Sponsors PVF
Roundtable Golf Tournament
City Pipe was proud to be a title sponsor of the
PVF Roundtable 2019 Don Caffee Memorial
Golf Tournament. The tournament took place
Monday, May 13th at The Clubs of Kingwood
in Houston, Texas, where over 400 players in
the PVF, pipe, valves & fittings, industry
played on 3 beautiful courses.
City Pipe had 3 teams participate in the
tournament which were made up of
employees, vendors and customers. It was a
fun day for everyone and a very successful
event.
The golf tournament benefited the PVF
Roundtable Scholarship Fund which provides
scholarships to local college students studying
to have careers in the oil and gas, industrial
distribution, engineering and supply chain
industries.
The following day, City Pipe attended the
quarterly PVF Roundtable event in Houston to
network with over 400 other professionals in
the PVF industry.

(PRESIDENT continued from page 3)
Livingston. Last week I traveled to Seattle
and interviewed Guy Richards with 55
years in the pipe business. On average
most of these men had 50+ year careers
and lots of interesting stories to tell. It has
been an awesome project so far, but there
are so many more I want to get to. Next on
my target list is Jerry Rubenstein along
with many others. Please send me some
ideas of who you would want to hear
about next, with a concentration on the
Houston area. Another part of my focus
will be interviewing the women of our
industry. So far I have not done well in that
area. I plan on contacting our 28th
president, Diane Burger, for my trip to
Texas. Cathy Williams, where are you?
The NASPD plans on editing and putting
the interviews on the web site along with
showing a video montage of some
highlights at the San Diego Convention to
be held February 5th-8th, 2020.
This has been a great experience for me
personally as I have learned so much more
from the legends of our industry. I plan on
keeping the video camera charged with
plenty of SD cards and thumb drives
handy.
Send me your ideas, and hopefully I will
see you in Scottsdale at the Fall
Conference.

| SPONSORS

NASPD
Happy Hour
Sponsors

2019 Summer Conference Sponsors
Gold
Kelly Pipe Co., LLC
Lally Pipe & Tube

Platinum Grover Int. Inc.
Titan Tube and Metal Inc.

Silver
Axis Pipe and Tube Inc.

Thank You Houston
Spring Happy Hour
Sponsors:
BRC International LLC
CPS Houston, Inc.
Wohl Coatings Company

Bronze
Beemac Logistics, LLC
Gray Reed & McGraw
International Pipe & Supply, LLC
Interpipe, Inc. **
Kahn Steel Co., Inc.
Pacifica Piling Ltd.

R. B. Jacobson, Inc **
SEBA Pipe, Inc.
Sol's Pipe & Steel, Inc.
Tex-Tube Company
Trinity Products, Inc. **
Zekelman Industries
**sponsored two events in designated level

Thank You St. Louis
Spring Happy Hour
Sponsors:
Trinity Products, Inc.
Wohl Coatings Company

Top Left: San Francisco 1981
Bottom Left: Toronto 1982
Below: Gail Belcik and Susannah Porr in San Antonio 2004 Gail’s first NASPD meeting. Gail celebrates her 15th NASPD
Anniversary this year.
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Beau was always a happy guy, and he was undoubtedly happiest around
his wife, Misty, and the girls. Beau was a devoted and loving husband.
Byron and his wife, Pam, had the privilege of attending their wedding 15
years ago - “I had never seen his eyes sparkle like they did on that day".
A few years after they were married, Beau and Misty were blessed with
the girls, quadruplets - River, Rayne, Julianne and Skye. The fascination
that steel pipe held for Beau was no comparison to his daughters, they
were the light of his life and Beau was proud to share his love for family
with those around him. Byron notes “When we had Monday morning
meetings at Tubular Synergy, we all looked forward to his weekend
downloads; aka - activities he did with the girls, what they cooked, etc.”
Speaking at the memorial service, Byron conveyed to Beau's daughters
that their father was a “Renaissance Man” - someone who is
knowledgeable, educated and proficient in a wide range of fields. Like one
of his favorite Rudyard Kipling poems, “If”, which Beau would read to the
girls at night – it taught his girls the same principles he chose to live by.
As Byron summarized: “Your dad was confident, but always humble. He
didn't blame others if he made a mistake. He always listened to both sides
of the issue. He was cautious but he would take risks, and he accepted
any losses / consequences that came his way. These are all qualities of
your remarkable dad!”

B & W Pipe, Inc.
1421 Ave C
Katy, TX 77493-1901
Ph (281) 391-6688 Fax (281) 391-1511

Email: Sales@bwpipe.biz

B&W Pipe,Inc. inventories
High Quality, High Yield Line Pipe.
If you are looking for API 5L X60 to API 5L X70
give us a call or email. All of our material has
-50 charpy impact tests performed at the mill.
We stock many nonstandard wall sizes.
Check out our inventory at

www.BWPIPEINC.com
Our stock list is updated monthly.

Wise, honorable, caring, loving, honest, brilliant, loyal, humorous,
respectful: Pick any of these descriptive adjectives. They all apply to
Beau Urech.
I would like to think that God called for Beau early because He
needed Beau’s wisdom and thoughtful counsel. Let us hope that God
sends us more souls like Beau in the time to come.

We also have an extensive DSAW inventory
from 26" OD to 60" OD
and grades up to API5L X70.

George J. Allen - ArcelorMittal
Beau and I worked together for a time at Lone Star Steel Company. I
went to Lafayette Louisiana where he was the resident sales
Engineer to make calls together. This was back in the day that much
of the offshore Gulf of Mexico work was being engineered from
Lafayette, New Orleans and Houston. We made our calls and I was
amazed at the relationships that Beau had made in such a short
period of time, genuine friendships first, business was second and an
added bonus. He had set up a meeting for that evening and I
assumed we were going to dinner at a place called Red's. He had
asked me to bring my work out gear and I always travelled with it, back
then at least! We went to Red's, a fitness club where Beau proceeded
to work out with the balance of the customers that were on his
itinerary for the week. We all had some kind of juice together, not a
steak dinner, said our good-byes after a hard work out. Beau was their
friend and confidant first, all young engineers making their way
together.
I learned then that Beau was one of the most genuine hard working
people I had every been around. He built friendships that will last
longer than his short life, but they were real, not social for the
convenience of an order. He was beyond smart, but not
condescending, his sense of humor was such an asset, if he didn't
know something that interested him he would buy a book and seem
like he read it overnight and would be qualified by the next day. I
marveled at his deliberate, fun loving, serious when required manner.
He was the kid in class that always knew the answer but that
everybody liked. We stayed friends and I truly admired his
contributions to the industry and his love for his family.
Thanks, buddy for letting me be a small part of your great life.
Dan J. O’Leary - Edgen Murray Corporation

Beau and Byron Dunn

(TRIBUTE continued on page 23)
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1. Byron Dunn, Jr; Byron Dunn; Beau Urech; Brandon Miller – Tubular Synergy Group; with guests 2. Zane Carlson, Beau Urech, and Byron
Dunn Jr on mill tour at Axis Pipe & Tube 3. Beau performing a coupling inspection 4. Beau Urech and Rusty Fisher, Welspun Global Trade on
mill tour in India

(TRIBUTE continued on page 25)
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I first met Beau Urech, some 25 years ago, during a time when we were actively
working with Lone Star Steel and their executives. When I met Beau, I knew right
away that I was working with a steel pipe GENIUS. Not only was Beau one of the most
knowledgeable technical pipe people, but he approached his tasks with incredible
enthusiasm. Beau would show this enthusiasm in his excitement and high energy
when discussing the core issues of a pipe defect.
As President of Tex-Tube from December 1994 until July of 2000, I had the opportunity
that not many pipe distributors ever have, to be a pipe manufacturer. I strived to learn
as much as I could about the technical aspects of manufacturing steel pipe, yet my
knowledge was negligible as compared to Beau's knowledge. When the NASPD
decided to develop an education program, there was no doubt in my mind that we had
to lasso Beau Urech into being one of our presenters—he could have done the whole
2 day presentation by himself but his specialty were the sections on OCTG.
Eventually, I took on the task of teaching the section on “How Steel Pipe is Made”. I
vividly recall the first year I presented this section and watching Beau, who was sitting
in the audience, to see if I had made any miss-statements. Fortunately, he mostly
nodded his approval. After the presentation, I recall asking Beau where I erred—he
shared a few comments and gave me a few tips.
I also recall how much Beau loved his wife and his daughters. When asked how the
girls were doing, he would share with me interesting and loving stories about each
one, and always with an incredible sense of love, admiration and joy—he marveled at
his daughter's accomplishments.
One of the few things I have 100% confidence is saying that “Beau Urech was unique”
and I dare say that there will never be anyone like him in our industry. He will be
missed by all that knew him but most of all his family. May his kind demeanor and
loving way be fondly recalled by all who knew him.
Gerald Merfish - Merfish Pipe Holdings

Beau was also a wonderful friend. Rusty says “As a
friend he was very dependable and always supportive.
Once you became Beau's friend, you knew that Beau
always had your back. He would do anything to
assist a friend and he inspired his friends to do the
same."
Beau also had a wonderful sense of humor, albeit dry.
To those accustomed to his understated humor, he
was extremely funny. Beau loved to laugh just as
much as he enjoyed making others laugh. Rusty
fondly recalled, “some of the greatest laughs I have
had in my life were with Beau Urech".
A great deal of Beau's humor was derived from his love
for movies - mostly "B" movies or worse. He really
enjoyed old sci-fi like "King Kong vs. Godzilla" and
"Mothra". And he would invoke famous quotes from
his favorite movies to inject levity into business
dealings. Strategy sessions were often wrapped up
with a twist on the renowned Marlon Brando (his
favorite actor) line - "We'll make them an offer they
can't refuse". He truly enjoyed illustrating analogies
from his favorite movies.
Rusty shared one such example of Beau's wit – “We
had a customer coming to the former Lone Star Steel
Mill in East Texas for a tour. The pipe market was
poor at the time and we had no actual production for
an order but we elected to simulate production and

(TRIBUTE continued on page 27)
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roll some pipe, to give the customer an idea of
mill capabilities.” On this particular occasion,
Beau recognized a parallel from the 1988
Chevy Chase film 'Funny Farm'. At wits end,
trying to sell their farm, the couple in the
movie enlist the help of local town folk in a
subterfuge to present an idyllic New England
homestead. Their shenanigans included
Chevy's character relaying via walkie-talkie
"cue the deer"; at which point a pair of deer
frolic across the snowy landscape for the
potential buyers. Cognizant of the mill
production irony, when the customer entered
the mill, Beau advised the mill supervisor to
“cue the deer” - code for "get the pipe rolling".
Beau was a faithful friend. He always gave
more than he expected to receive - to his
family, friends, colleagues and competitors.
(Well, maybe not to his competitors.) But the
point is that Beau has undoubtedly given
something to all of us. And
while he can never be
replaced, we should all
aspire to his example and
work in concert to honor
his legacy, by taking up
the standard Beau carried
with humility and humor
for the NASPD.

1. Beau on mill tour in Russia, circa late 1980's 2. Beau with his wife, Misty
3. and 4. Beau with his daughters: River, Rayne, Julianne (JuJu) and Skye

Upcoming NASPD Happy Hours
St. Louis Happy Hour
Lester's Restaurant & Sports Bar
9906 Clayton Rd., St. Louis, MO
Thursday, November 7, 2019
5:00 – 7:00 pm
Houston Happy Hour
Little Woodrow's Midtown
2306 Brazos St, Houston, TX
Tuesday, November 12, 2019
5:00 – 7:00 pm
visit https://naspd.com/events/ to register and view antendees

| CONFERENCE NOTES

NASPD Fall Conference
The Scott Resort & Spa
Scottsdale, AZ - October 17 - 19, 2019
For additional information visit www.naspd.com

Program
Wednesday, October 16
1:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Leadership Development Program (for selected applicants only)
12:00 pm - 7:00pm
Golf Tournament – The TPC Champions Course
(1:00 pm Shotgun - box lunches will be provided on the bus)
Thursday, October 17
8:00 am - Noon
Noon - 4:30 pm
1:30
- 2:15 pm
2:15
- 2:45 pm
2:45
- 3:15 pm
3:15
- 4:00 pm
4:00
- 5:00 pm
5:30
- 7:30 pm
9:00
- 11:00 pm
Friday, October 18
8:30
- 9:30 am
8:45
- Noon

Noon
1:30

- 1:30 pm
- 2:30 pm

2:45

- 4:45 pm

6:30

- 10:00 pm

10:00

- Midnight

Saturday, October 19
8:30
- 11:30 am

Leadership Development Program (for selected applicants only)
Registration
Strategic Planning Committee
Membership Committee
Program Committee
Finance Committee
Board of Directors
Welcoming Reception
Hospitality Suite
Registration and Continental Breakfast
General Session
Joe Galvin, Vistage, “CEO Decision Factors 2019”
Mark LaCour, Owner of Oil and Gas This Week, "US Oil & Gas
Outlook"
Member Panel Discussion: Charley Jewett, President, Pipe & Tube
Supplies, Inc.; Gerald Merfish, Chairman of the BOD, Merfish Pipe
Holdings-Merfish Pipe & United Pipe; Dan O'Leary, CEO, Edgen
Murray Corporation
Susan Bennett: The Woman Behind Voice of Siri
Networking Luncheon
Membership Discussion - Facilitators: Selim Baysal, Account Executive,
SEBA Pipe, Inc., Jerry Brookshire, Purchasing Manager, Pittsburgh Pipe
and Randy Hurst, President, Challenger Pipe & Steel, LLC
Optional Tour – Craft Brewery Tour
Meet golf carts at the front driveway at 2:45 pm
Friday Reception/Dinner – Corona Ranch
Bus will leave the lobby at 6:30 pm
Hospitality Suite
Optional Tour – Jeep Tour
Bus will leave the lobby at 8:30 am - Involves Off-Road Driving

All attendees are encouraged to attend the committee meetings except for the Leadership
Development Program meeting. We limit the discussion and voting during the meetings to
committee members only because non-committee members have not been privy to all the
correspondence leading up to the committee meetings.

Conference Information
Registration
Register online: www.naspd.com; by e-mail:
info@naspd.com; or by fax: 361-574-9347. Only
individuals with a paid registration may attend
the Conference. The deadline for registration is
September 9, 2019. After September 9, 2019, a $50
late fee will be added to all full registrations and a
$25 late fee to all other registrations. A
cancellation fee of $50 will be charged for all
cancellations received before September 9, 2019.
After September 9, 2019, no refunds will be made.
Payment must be made in U.S. currency.
The Scott Resort & Spa
Reservations may be made by calling The Scott
Hotel 800-528-7867 and refer to NASPD 2019
Fall Conference or visit the following link to
reserve a room:
https://reservations.travelclick.com/110235?grou
pID=2629071#/guestsandrooms
The rate for a guest room is $259.00 per night.
Reservations must be cancelled 72 hours prior
to arrival to avoid a penalty of one night's room
and tax. Check-in time is 4:00 p.m. and checkout time is 12:00 noon. Reservations received
after September 9, will be confirmed on space
and rate availability. Rates cannot be changed
at check-in or check-out for guests who fail to
identify their affiliation at the time the
reservation is made.
We have contracted a certain number of rooms
for this conference based on historical numbers.
If we use fewer rooms than our room block, the
NASPD will be required to pay for the unused
rooms. If we need more rooms than our room
block, there is a chance the hotel will sell out or
charge a higher rate for rooms outside of our
room block. It is important that you book a
room as soon as possible and before the
deadline.
Discounted airfare through United Airlines
Valid travel dates 10/12/19 – 10/23/19
You may book your airline reservation online at
www.united.com and enter Offer Code
ZGGR370008 in the offer code box when
searching for your flights. This code can only be
used for United Airlines airplanes.
If booking through a travel professional or
United Meetings (800-426-1122), please give
them the following information:
Agreement Code: 370008
Z Code: ZGGR
If you are traveling outside of the United States,
please call your local United Airlines Reservation
Office.
United Air Mileage Plus Rewards:
Experience dependable, first-rate service and
earn miles in Mileage Plus, United's awardwinning frequent flyer program. To enroll in
Mileage Plus, log on to www.united.com

14117 Garrett Road, Houston, TX 77044 •

SOUTHERNTUBULARS.COM

•

281-456-0321

Dolty and Cici Cheramie celebrated their 50th
Wedding Anniversary! Earlier this year Dolty,
Cici and their daughters Natalie Benzman and
Nicole Graul traveled to Punt Cana, Dominican
Republic to celebrate 50 years of love!

With Sympathy
It is with profound sadness
and loss that we share with
you that Jeff Scearce passed
away this morning.

It is with great sadness that we inform you of the
passing of Joyce Holbert on August 9th, 2019.
Joyce's passing was sudden and unexpected. We
will miss her terribly.

Jeff died peacefully in his
sleep Monday, July 22, 2019,
with his wife, Phyllis, at his
side. His death is a shock to
his family, his friends, his
Church, and his extended
work family at Pipe & Tube
Supplies.

Joyce began her career at Kelly Pipe in 1979 and
recently celebrated her 40th anniversary with Kelly
Pipe. During her career she worked with five
different CEO's, including two past NASPD
Presidents and Hall of Fame members, Earle Cohen
and Steve Livingston. She was very dedicated and
passionate about her work and was always willing
to help others. Her contributions to the success of
Kelly Pipe were numerous and included organizing
travel schedules, sales meetings, plant tours and the
endless task of prodding Kelly Pipe employees to sign up for NASPD meetings
before the deadline, so we wouldn't waste money on late fees.

Arrangements are pending. When the funeral
arrangements are determined, we will forward this
information to the membership.
Please hold Jeff, Phyllis, his children, grandchildren, great
grandchild, sister and extended family in your thoughts
and prayers. He will be greatly missed.

Joyce was comfortable working with multiple personalities and handled every
task with the goal of ensuring Kelly Pipe's success. She was always ready to help
anyone. She worked with a contagious enthusiasm and passion every day.

11200 Richmond Ave., Ste 180 • Houston, TX 77082

Celebrating Continued Growth of HTI
Working to Better Serve You

Dennis Hayden
Kathy Hayden
Dennis Hayden, Jr.
Kelley Hayden

1981-2019

38
Years

