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O

ur Fall Conference in Austin was a
wrap, and for those of you who
were not there, you missed a good
one. This was our first event in Austin, but
surely won't be our last. As usual, the
conference was well attended and offered
tremendous networking opportunities. I
cannot stress enough the value of meeting
and collaborating with colleagues and
industry leaders at NASPD events. The
exchange of ideas and industry information
from guest speakers, during social events
and of course the Membership Discussion,
is invaluable to our attendees.
A few takeaways from our Austin speakers.
We learned the impact of Chinese
consumption increases on world steel
prices. Freight is going to become more
challenging. Lower energy prices, although
bad for the oil patch, has been a boon for
industrial growth. Texas is a great place to
do business; they would be happy to have
our business there. I learned a few non-pipe
related things in Austin. The only shade of
orange is burnt. You can’t always count on
the free-tail bats flying at Congress Bridge.
Austin is home of the Yeti, not the
snowman, the cooler. With awesome music
and food, Austin does not disappoint on the

entertainment front. Visit naspd.com for a
full recap.
In addition to having a new look, the
revamped naspd.com website is now
optimized for mobile platforms. Navigating
the mobile menu on your smart phone is a
snap and the "Pipe Tools" tab contains
several new functions to make your job as a
pipe professional easier. As with any new
product, bugs can surface. So, I encourage
you to explore the new tools and please let
us know if you encounter any issues.
Our Strategic Planning Committee is hard
at work designing a program encouraging
leadership development for the next
generation of steel pipe distributors and
grooming future NASPD officers. The goal

A

ustin was a great location for our Fall
Conference. We had some amazing
speakers, a rooftop reception and lots to
do in downtown Austin; including a UT football
game and the Formula 1 race series. The only
complaint I heard was members wondering
what took us so long to get to Austin.
Twenty seventeen has been one heck of a year for
our country and the world at large. From natural
disasters to manmade chaos, it is hard to keep
track of them all. The NASPD office and staff
took a direct hit from Harvey, but we all fared
relatively well. We lost electricity for a week and
water needed to be boiled for a couple weeks.

Fences and trees were downed, there was water
damage here and there; but compared to others,
including Houston, we were left in decent shape.
You can always find someone worse off to keep
things in perspective. If there is anything
positive to come out of all this chaos, it is a
reminder of what really matters. In Victoria, like
so many other communities that faced disaster,
neighbors were helping neighbors and average
citizens were transformed into heroes. In a
society where all too often, we close ourselves off
from each other going from home-to-car-tooffice, it was a chance to interact in an unusual
way. When our fences went down, we were
waiving to neighbors we don't normally see.
With no electricity, all our neighbors were
walking the streets, surveying the damage and
asking each other how their homes held up. Even
the wildlife changed their behavior. The first
couple days after the hurricane there were no
birds; then all the sudden, birds were
everywhere. We had hundreds of hummingbirds
fighting for the few surviving bottle brush
flowers. A fox was wandering around our
backyard not sure what to make of our cats and
dog. Just as life was returning to normal for
Texas, there was a nonstop list of hurricanes,

fires, terror attacks, mass shootings and more
tragedies facing other communities. While it has
not been an easy year for many, it is a reminder of
our resilience, the importance of relying on each
other and a re-prioritization of what really
matters.
I, for one, am looking forward to 2018. Our
Convention is in Houston, our Summer
Conference is in Seattle and we'll round the year
out with a Fall Conference in New York City.
Houston is shaping up to be a very exciting
meeting. Our speakers are sure to spur some
interesting discussions, particularly our keynote
speaker. After much debate the Board decided to
have Andrew Fastow, former Enron CFO,
present a fascinating speech called 'Rules Versus
Principals'. In his speech, he will address the fact
that many of the actions he took during his role
as CFO for Enron, while technically in-line with
the rules, were clearly unethical and devastating
to many. In many cases, it was the same actions
that gained him praise within Enron and the
business industry at large that ultimately led to
his conviction and the downfall of Enron. Be sure
to join us for this and all our other fascinating
programs throughout the year.
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2018 Steel Pipe Basic
Education Course
November - TBD
Member: $750.00
Non-Member: $900.00

2018 OCTG Specialty
Education Course
November - TBD
Member: $450
Non-Member: $500
Hilton Houston Post Oak
Hotel, 2001 Post Oak Blvd.,
Houston, TX
(713) 961-9300
Hotel Rate: $169.00

Martin Ginsburg Retires From Merfish Pipe & Supply
Houston, Texas—Merfish Pipe & Supply
announces the retirement of our dear friend
and beloved employee, Martin Ginsburg.
Martin served in sales at Merfish for over 34
years with unconditional dedication, grace,
and congeniality. A retirement celebration
was enjoyed by 100 fellow employees and
customers on Monday, October 30 at
Merfish's headquarters in Houston. Martin
will be deeply missed as he will always be
remembered as a hardworking, committed,
and friendly person. Martin plans to spend
time travelling with his wife, Beverly, and
spending more time with his grandchildren
who live in Maryland and in San Antonio.

Michigan Seamless Tube Donates Custom Foot Railing to Historic South Lyon Hotel
In the wake of its fiery destruction in 2016,
the historic South Lyon Hotel received a
surge of support from its surrounding
community, including MST Seamless
Tube & Pipe. Along with donated
materials, MST's men and women of steel
also worked tirelessly to design, produce,
transport and install a custom hexagonal
foot rail along the entire first and secondfloor bars of the highly anticipated
restaurant.
MST invited South Lyon Hotel staff to
watch the production of the unique
project before transporting the pipe via a
Hyster 300, complete with a police escort
to protect the peculiar vehicle and its
contents. The police force involved were
among local citizens and trades eager to
help the renovated restaurant open with
as much speed and buzz as possible.

The restaurant reopen at the end of October 2017, and
MST is proud to have played a part in its restoration.

“Buy American” Law Changes How
Texans Buy Iron and Steel
s a result of newly enacted Texas Senate Bill 1289, buying
American iron and steel is now a requirement on certain
public infrastructure projects in Texas. Promoted by
President Trump, passed by the Texas Legislature in May and
signed in to law this summer by Governor Greg Abbott, the new
law, effective Sept. 1, 2017, requires that iron and steel be purchased
from an American supplier unless the American supplier price is
more than 20 percent higher than the price of the cheaper foreign
importer. Foreign iron and steel may also be used if American
suppliers are not prepared to supply a project, or if there is a
compelling state interest that warrants the use of a foreign
manufacturer’s steel.

A

by Senator Brandon Creighton succinctly describes the
supporters’ view of the problem and the law’s purported solution:

Designed to encourage and support investment in America’s
workers and critical industries, the law has far-reaching
application in Texas as it applies to all infrastructure projects
constructed by Texas state agencies. It does not, however, apply to
county and municipal projects. Further, it is the intent of the
legislation that it apply only to iron and steel that is permanently
incorporated into the constructed improvements. Iron and steel in
manufactured goods, electrical components, equipment, systems
and appurtenances necessary for the operation of the completed
public infrastructure are exempted from the law’s effect.

The law is not without its detractors. Some believe that the up to
20 percent price increase on expensive and large building material
will drive up the total cost of the projects, costing taxpayers more
money, and reducing the overall funds available for Texas public
infrastructure projects. Some Senators worry that the law will
harm U.S. – Canada trade relations. They attempted to exempt
Canadian iron and steel from the law’s effect. Still other Senators
think the law does not go far enough to support the Texas
economy. They believed the law should have been “buy Texan”
instead of “buy American”.

Supporters of the law believe that its passage will encourage
reinvestment in the United States and Texas manufacturing
industries, and that will in turn lead to more high-paying, highskill jobs in Texas. They further maintain that by buying American
iron and steel, more Texas tax dollars will remain in America and
will not be paid to foreign countries that do not share American
values in areas such as the environment, human rights and labor
conditions. An excerpt from the bill’s statement of intent authored

While the true effect of the law has yet to fully be seen, all
construction industry stakeholders will need to take the law into
consideration for upcoming projects. One thing is certain,
however: the new law will have far-reaching impacts on project
budgeting, bid pricing and scheduling, and contractors should
accordingly take note.

Iron and steel manufacturing facilities have closed in Texas, and we will
continue to lose iron and steel manufacturing jobs. The reason is because
foreign countries, like China and Turkey, subsidize their iron and steel
manufacturing, circumvent our trade laws, and flood the United States (U.S.)
with cheap iron and steel. Texas-based iron and steel manufacturers cannot
compete with foreign countries who have a proven track record of
environmental and human rights violations. Until theU.S. aggressively
enforces our federal trade laws, Texas must act to level the playing field or risk
losingmoreironandsteelmanufacturingjobs.
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is to have it in place for 2019 and we will
keep you updated on the progress. We are
always looking for new committee
volunteers. As is typical for most
organizations, a small percentage do the
majority of the heavy lifting. Please consider
lending your talents to one of our
committees. The time constraints of
committee work are very reasonable and
the experience can be quite rewarding. This
is your association and our shared success
relies on committee volunteers.
Our 2018 Annual Convention will be held
February 14th-17th, at the Westin Galleria
Houston...home of the World Champion
Astros! Houston is always a big draw and I
encourage you to sign up early. There are a
few things you can count on, such as,
interesting and possibly controversial
speakers, robust pipe professional
attendance, and the Dodgers will be back in
the 2019 World Series. Looking forward to
seeing y’all there.

American Piping Products
Maintains Top 50 Ranking in
Metal Center News
St. Louis, Missouri – With revenue of $125
million in 2016, American Piping Products
has earned a spot in the Metal Center News
Top 50 pipe and tube suppliers for 2016.
Based in St. Louis, Mo., American Piping
Products has earned a spot on the list each
year since 2011.“I don’t like to celebrate a
lower revenue year,” said Matt Danis,
President of American Piping Products.
“However, 2016 proved to be a victory for
our company as we gained market share
and generated strong profits in the face of
industry-wide downturn.”
American Piping Products is one of the
largest piping product distributors in the
world and has also been featured on the St.
Louis Business Journal's Top 150 privately
held companies list for several consecutive
years.

Union Pacific Unveils
Commemorative Locomotive
Honoring U.S. Armed Forces
UP Locomotive No. 1943 begins Salute to the
MilitaryTour
In October, Union Pacific paid tribute to
the United States armed forces by
unveiling UP No. 1943 The Spirit
locomotive at San Antonio’s Sunset Station
today. Only the 16th commemorative
locomotive presented in Union Pacific’s
155-year history, UP No. 1943's arrival was
welcomed by a group of veterans to kick off
its Salute to the Military Tour, a series of
community displays across Union Pacific’s
network.
UP No.1943 spotlights Union Pacific’s
relationship with thousands of veterans
who helped build America after defending
the United States - a tradition dating back
to the company's founding. Created in
collaboration with Union Pacific veterans,
the locomotive name is connected to a
Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress funded by war
bond contributions from Union Pacific
employees in 1943. The plane was
christened The Spirit of the Union Pacific
and assigned to the 571st Bomber
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Wendy Hatz

A Model Pipe Professional; And Home Re-Modeler

W

endy Hatz, Sales Manager Tubular at Dura-Bond Pipe
LLC, says every position she has held in the steel pipe
industry taught her something new. To those who
know her personally, it's no surprise those lessons have shaped a
simple and successful business philosophy. Be yourself; be honest,
because Wendy says, “Being a woman in this industry is sometimes
hard; it’s important to know all about your product.”
Wendy Michelle DeLane, was born, in 1964, in Orange, Texas.
Younger brother, Blake, would round out the DeLane brood 6 years
later. Soon after Blake arrived, the DeLanes trekked 300 miles west to
San Antonio before doubling back a few years later and settling in
Houston (Wendy’s adopted hometown). Her parents, Freeman and
Lois, were “very loving and set an exceptional example of what it
meant to be a good person.” As they say, the apple does not fall far
from the tree.
From an early age, Wendy’s outgoing personality and easy smile won
her many friends. Beginning in Junior High, she plied those natural
skills as a popular member of the school band and cheer squad. Later
in High School the marriage of those
experiences led her to the Drill Team
where many special team
opportunities uncovered her affection
for travel. Her Freshman year, Wendy
and several drill team members were
selected by Seventeen magazine for a
makeover and magazine feature, a
thrilling experience. Her drill team
was also invited to perform in the
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade,
where she met America’s Sweetheart Sandy Duncan, dressed as Peter Pan
for the event. Other Drill Team parade
performances included trips to
Mexico City; and Holland for the
Tulip Festival. After high school,
college funds were a priority and
Wendy took a job at a mortgage
company to save up some money.
That nest egg and a family faculty
discount allowed her to enroll at
the University of Nevada, Las
Vegas. She graduated in 1992 with
a BA in Advertising and Public
Relations.

Wendy’s parents, Lois and Freeman DeLane, beaming holding their
new grandson and Wendy’s, Cooper.

After seven years in Las Vegas, she
Above middle: Wendy, Middle
School Cheerleader
Right: Graduation Day University
of Nevada, Las Vegas, with brother
Blake

High School Drill Team
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NASPD Scholarship Program
To be eligible for this award, you must:
- be a high school senior or college freshman, sophomore or junior
- be a dependent child, stepchild, or grandchild of a full-time employee
of a NASPD-member company who works a minimum of 30 hours a
week and has been employed for at least two years as of January 1, 2018
- children, stepchildren, or grandchildren of Corporate Officers and
Board Members of member companies are not eligible to apply
Applications accepted January 3 - April 4, 2018 at https://aim.applyISTS.net/NASPD/

(MEMBER SPOTLIGHT continued from page 10)
was able to move out of the dry desert heat and back to “Hometown
Houston” humidity. Back in the Bayou City, Wendy began her career
and subsequent education in the Oil & Gas business. “I had no
experience in Oil & Gas and had to get my foot in the door
somewhere. So in 1997, I accepted a position as an administrative
assistant for a crude oil cargo company.” Shortly thereafter Wendy
leveraged that valuable experience to acquire a position as a gas
scheduler with MidCon Texas Pipeline. During her tenure, MidCon
would be purchased by KN Energy and later Kinder Morgan. After
I have known Wendy for over 10 years. We worked on a
number of pipeline projects together and she was always
eager to assist, prompt to follow-up and maintained
relationships over time. She is one of the most professional
and dedicated persons I know in this industry. If you don’t
already know Wendy, then you should get to know her!

I first met Wendy in 2006 when we were working in different
divisions of ShawCor, and that was the beginning of a
lasting friendship. Wendy is detail oriented, outgoing and a
blast to be with. She has always been willing to help others
network and introduce them to business contacts that she
has a working relationship with. Wendy and I participate in
many industry events together, and she is the first to
volunteer when needed. She is not only an asset as a
business colleague, but invaluable as a true friend.
-Tanya Medley, Nektar Data Systems Inc.

-Angela Bradley, The Sherwin-Williams Company

Kinder Morgan, she worked with a small Norwegian company before
accepting a Marketing position with Texaco and later Halliburton. In
2008, she switched gears when offered a Business Development role
with Bredero Shaw. Shortly after leaving Bredero Shaw, Wendy was
recruited to join Dura-Bond. And for the past seven years she has
happily worked as their Houston Sales Manager.

Above: Wendy’s son Cooper, with the Cookie Monster, wondering
where his cookies are?!?
Below: Wendy and Cooper playing in a pool at the Beaches Resort,
in Jamaica.

Outside of work Wendy enjoys spending time with her son,
Cooper (13), friends and family. “I’ve taken my son to the movies
since he was 4 years old...that's kind of our thing”. The type of
movies they take in has changed over the years and like most 13
(MEMBER SPOTLIGHT continued on page 21)
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| NASPD Education Courses

NASPD 2017 Education Courses

Thank You To Our Education Presenters
Steel Pipe Basic Education Course:
Pete Kullen, Metallurgical Engineer, U. S. Steel
Gerald Merfish, CEO of Merfish Pipe & Supply
Beau Urech, VP Tubular Technology, Tubular Synergy Group
Rusty Fisher, Sr. VP Sales and Marketing Americas, Welspun Global Trade, LLC
Jim O'Shea, Product Development, Independence Tube Corporation
Bill Buckland, President, Mandal Pipe Company
Todd Womble, Vice President, Womble Co., Inc.
Stephanie Sanders, Metallurgist, Berg Steel Pipe Corp.

OCTG Specialty Education Course:
Tan C. Nguyen, Ph.D., Associate Professor, New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology
Dave Dufresne, President, Inserpetrol Inc.

photo credit: Kristen M. Cartmill, Oil Country Media
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Wendy has been a great addition to our Industry and
constantly thrives to put her clients first at all times. She
has a great work ethic, personality, sense of humor and
always has a smile for everyone she encounters. The
Dura-Bond companies can be proud they hired Wendy
and of her many accomplishments.
-Jerry Rogers, Mammoth Carbon Products

Wendy is a well-respected sales professional in the
coating and line pipe industries. She has an innate sales
instinct and that all-too-rare ability to truly understand a
customer's needs. Her customers truly like her but more
than that, they want to do business with her because they
know she not only understands their needs but will put
those needs above all else. People like doing business
with people they like, but more importantly, they want to do
business with people they can count on and Wendy fills
both of those requirements.

year old boys, Cooper’s cinematic predilections now lean toward
blockbuster action like Star Wars, Transformers, etc.
The excitement of traveling with the Drill Team has evolved into a
lifelong endeavor to see the World. “When I was married, we took
Cooper and his sister, Alex Hatz, on several vacations from the
Bahamas to Jamaica.” In the past year alone, Wendy and her
boyfriend (Steve), have logged multiple trips from steep snow
covered slopes to gently sloping sand beaches. The couple recently
traveled to Oahu & Maui, for 11 days. “The Hawaiian islands were
such a beautiful sight!” This time last year they were skiing in Vail
and were most recently impressed by a trip to idyllic Steamboat
Springs.

-Angelo Russo, American Steel Pipe

Right: Wendy with boyfriend, Steve after climbing Climbed Diamond
Head Volcano in Oahu. This picture is at the top of the volcano.

(MEMBER SPOTLIGHT continued on page 23)

2017 Fall Conference Sponsors
Platinum
Gray Reed & McGraw LLP
J. Joseph Consulting, Inc.

Sponsors
St. Louis
Pittsburgh Pipe
Trident Steel Corporation
Trinity Products, Inc.

Lally Pipe & Tube
Pettibone/Traverse Lift, LLC

Silver

Houston

Kelly Pipe Co., LLC
B & W Pipe, Inc.
Beemac Logistics, LLC **
Ceres Pipe & Metal
City Pipe & Supply Corporation
Independence Tube Corporation
International Pipe & Supply, LLC
Kahn Steel Co., Inc.
Kayem Pipe & Steel, Inc.

Happy
Hour

Kingwood Pipe, Inc.
MKS Pipe and Steel Inc.
R. B. Jacobson, Inc. **
SDB Steel & Pipe
SEBA Pipe, Inc.
Stupp Corporation
Tex-Tube Company

Beemac Logistics

Charles & Chuck King - Houston

**sponsored two events

Left: Don Karchmer and
Hilary Karchmer with
"Top Gun" Captain at
San Diego conference
in 1999

Right: Scott Clary,
Christine Clary and
Randy Hurst at San
Antonio conference
in 1991

Member Spotlight | Pipeline 23
(MEMBER SPOTLIGHT continued from page 21)

During her prior marriage, Wendy built two houses that she
designed herself. After a divorce and yearning for a clean slate, she
gutted and remodeled her current home. Upon seeing the
improvements, a realtor friend was impressed enough to refer
Wendy to his investors. Now she enjoys spending weekends
helping friends and investors gut and remodel homes. “It's a passion
of mine to look at a house and to think about ways to improve the
flow and design.”
Left: Helping an
investor with a
floor plan. Her job
is to make older
homes more
functional. She
redesigns the floor
plan and picks out
the textiles and
fixtures.

Above: While in Hawaii, Wendy and Steve stopped and ate at
Charley's restaurant, in Paia, Maui. It's known to be Willie
Nelson's favorite spot to eat.

(MEMBER SPOTLIGHT continued on page 27)
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Wendy Hatz is a true professional in
all sense of the word. Wendy makes
herself available anytime/anywhere
and goes above and beyond to
assist her customers. In discussions
with others in the industry, Wendy
and her knowledge is greatly
appreciated by all.
Denise Horner, Energy Transfer

Wendy has been an active NASPD member
for 9 years. Like many other members, she
appreciates “The way NASPD members
(competitors and clients) come together
and mingle without discussing
compromising business issues.” She
emphasizes, “It helps to have customers
you can visit with and see at one event,
several times a year. It's like a one-stop
shop.” In 2018, Wendy will be a welcome
addition to the NASPD Board of Directors.

One of Wendy’s most memorable NASPD
events is a grape stomping contest during a
NAPA Valley wine tour as part of a San
Francisco conference. “I was new to
NASPD and the event created some
longtime friendships. We gathered at one
of the vineyards and split up into 2 teams.
The goal was to stomp grapes to produce
juice that would flow down a tube into a
bucket. With a ladle, team members had to
take the juice from the bucket and carry it
about 12 feet to another bucket . . . hopefully
without spilling. The second bucket was
the measuring vessel. The team who
produced the most juice won, and I’m
proud to say that our team was pronounced
the WINNER! It was so much fun working
together with people I had just met to
achieve a common goal.”
Right: Wendy snowmobiling in beautiful,
Vail, Colorado
Below left: Crushing grapes in San Diego
Bottom left: Wendy’s winning team for the
grape crushing contest during a NASPD
San Francisco conference.

B & W Pipe, Inc.
1421 Ave C
Katy, TX 77493-1901
Ph:(281) 391-6688 Fax (281) 391-1511

WWW.BWPIPEINC.COM
Email: Sales@bwpipe.biz

B&W Pipe,Inc. inventories
High Quality, High Yield Line Pipe.
If you are looking for API 5L X60 to API 5L X70
give us a call or email. All of our material has
-50 charpy impact test done at the mill.
We stock many nonstandard wall sizes.

Check our inventory at
WWW.BWPIPEINC.COM Our stock list is
updated monthly.
We also have an extensive DSAW inventory from
26" OD to 60" OD
and grades up to API5L X70.

| CONVENTION NOTES
Convention Information

NASPD Annual Convention
The Westin Galleria
Houston, Texas - February 14-17, 2018
For additional information visit www.naspd.com

Program
Wednesday, February 14
10:30 am - 6:00 pm
Golf at BlackHorse Golf Course - optional golf tournament
Meet in lobby, bus will leave at 10:30am, lunch provided at the course
Thursday, February 15
12:30 - 4:30 pm
1:00
- 2:30 pm
2:30
- 3:00 pm
3:00
- 3:30 pm
3:30
- 4:30 pm
4:30
- 5:30 pm
6:00
- 8:30 pm
9:30
- 11:00 pm
Friday, February 16
8:00 - 9:30 am
8:30 - Noon
8:30 - 8:45 am
8:45 - 9:15 am

9:15

- 10:00 am

10:00 - 10:30 am
10:30
10:45
Noon
1:30
3:00
7:30
9:30

-

10:45 am
Noon
1:30 pm
3:00 pm
3:30 pm
9:30 pm
11:00 pm

Registration
Strategic Planning Committee
Membership Committee
Program Committee
Executive Committee
2017 Board of Directors Meeting
Welcoming Reception
Hospitality Suite

Registration
Register online: www.naspd.com; by e-mail:
info@naspd.com; or by fax: 832-201-9479. Only
individuals with a paid registration may attend
the Convention. The deadline for registration is
January 11, 2018. After January 11, a $50 late fee
must be added to all full registrations. A
cancellation fee of $50 will be charged for all
cancellations. After January 11, 2018, no refunds
will be made. Payments for late registrations will
only be accepted by credit card. No registrations
will be processed without signature. Payment
must be made in U.S. currency.

The Westin Galleria - Houston, TX
For hotel reservations, call 713-960-8100 and
notify them that you are attending the National
Association of Steel Pipe Distributors 2018
Annual Convention.
Register online at:
https://naspd.com/event/2018-annualconvention/register/

Registration/Continental Breakfast
General Session
Annual Meeting of the Membership
David S. Rosenthal, UIC, Inc., Insurance Consultant, “Understanding
Your Insurance Risks – Navigating the Fine Print”
Nicolas de Coignac, Vallourec North American President, Vallourec USA
Corporation, “Industry Trends to Watch in the Near and Distant Future”
Mary Emily Slate, Vice President and General Manager of Nucor Steel
Arkansas, “A State of the Steel Industry and an Update on Section 232
and Nucor Capital Investments”
Break
Andrew Fastow, Former CFO for Enron, “Rules Versus Principals”
Networking Luncheon
Member Discussion
2018 Board of Directors Meeting
Awards Ceremony.Reception/Dinner
Hospitality Suite

Saturday, February 17
12:30 - 3:00 pm
Polo Match and lunch hosted by The Womble Company
Bus will leave the hotel at Noon.

All attendees are encouraged to attend the committee meetings except for the Strategic Planning
Committee and Executive Committee meetings. Since non-committee members have not been privy
to all the correspondence leading up to the committee meetings, we limit the discussion and
voting at the committees to committee members only.

The rate for a traditional guest room is $159.00 for
double occupancy. Rates cannot be changed at
check-in or check-out for guests who fail to
identify their affiliation at the time the
reservation is made. Check-in time is 3:00 p.m.
and check-out time is 12:00 p.m.
Reservations received after January 11, will be
confirmed on space and rate availability.
Reservations not cancelled 48 hours prior to the
arrival date will be charged one night's room and
tax.
We have contracted a certain number of rooms
for this conference based on historical numbers. If
we book too many rooms, the NASPD will be
required to pay for the unused rooms. If we book
too few rooms, there is a chance the hotel will sell
out or charge a higher rate for rooms outside of
our room block. We always do our best to
accommodate all our registered guests. It is
important that you book a room at your earliest
convenience and before the deadline of January 11.
We ask that you don't hold a room without being
registered for the Convention.
Discounted airfare online at www.united.com
Enter Offer Code ZEN7149759 in the Offer Code
box when searching for your flights. If booking
through a travel professional or United Meetings
call 800-426-1122 and give them the following
information:
Agreement Code: 149759

Z Code: ZEN7

Outside of the United States, please call your
local United Airlines Reservation Office.
Experience dependable, first-rate service and
earn miles in Mileage Plus, United’s awardwinning frequent flyer program. To enroll in
Mileage Plus, log on to www.united.com.

(photos courtesy The Westin Galleria)

NEWS |
(NEWS continued from page 9)
Squadron. The Spirit of the Union Pacific
was shot down on its fifth mission during a
raid on enemy installations in Munster,
Germany.
“Union Pacific is proud to honor veterans
and the men and women bravely serving our
country with a special locomotive
representing every armed forces branch
reflected in its symbolic design,” said Scott
Moore, senior vice president – Corporate
Relations. “Beginning today, UP No. 1943
The Spirit’s mission is to salute them as it
leads trains carrying America’s goods across
our network every day.”
The Spirit's front is symbolic of Air Force
Silver, and the blue stripe is a reflection of
the former Strategic Air Command’s “"nose
sash.” The lettering inside the sash is the
original hand-drawn font used on the B-17.
It is followed by the Coast Guard’s “Racing
Stripe” and the Navy’s Battleship Gray,
which frames Union Pacific’s traditional
American flag. The military camouflage is a
nod to the Army and Marines.
As the train passes by, the final message on
the tail is dedicated to U.S. prisoners of war
and those missing in action, featuring the

POW/MIA symbol and its motto, “You Are
Not Forgotten.”

military.com, for the second year in a row
last year.

About 17 percent of Union Pacific’s
employees have military experience, with
some actively serving in the National Guard
or Reserves. The company was recognized
in the Best Companies for Veterans top 10
list, compiled by monster.com and

An NASPD member and one of America’s
most recognized companies, Union Pacific
Railroad connects 23 states in the western
two-thirds of the country by rail, providing
a critical link in the global supply chain.
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Welcome to the world, Nathaniel Edward Phillips,
above with grandparents Bill and Betsy Buckland.
He is absolutely perfect and looks just like his
brother, we think. Mom and baby are both doing
great. Born at 12:44; 7lb 13.5 ounces; 20 inches.

Above: Halloween John Mocker (with Lally Pipe & Tube) style

The NASPD is saddened by the news that Brendan J. Lally has passed away. Brendan J. Lally 59
of Evansville, IN, was born August 18th , 1958 in Chicago, IL, and passed away on September
25, 2017 in Shreveport, LA. He was the first son of John Brendan and Louise Hanson Lally. He
graduated from Peotone High School in 1976 and attended Joliet Junior College.
His first job was with Lally Bros Company / Lally Pipe & Tube from 1976 through 1990,
working both in the manufacturing and sales distribution. He was the first of the fourth
generation to work in the family business. In 1995, he branched out on his own and formed
Fieldbrook Pipe and Supply Company, a pipe distribution company in Olney, Illinois. He had
many lifelong friends through his career in the steel and oil business. Brendan was also a past
member of the National Association of Steel Pipe Distributors.
In his retirement, he enjoyed deep sea fishing in the Florida Keys and spending time with his
family and friends. He was an avid reader, in particular, of historical biographies. He was
known for his sense of humor and quick wit and coupled with his gregarious personality, he
attracted a wide group of friends. He was generous to a fault and will be remembered for his
charity to those who asked for his help.
He is survived by his loving wife, Mary Christine Lally, his two daughters from a previous
marriage, Brianna Wynn and Noelle Lally and his two step children, Jessica Carpenter and
Daniel Kocher; his mother, Louise Lally, brother Timothy Lally and his sister, Dana Lally
Haugli. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations are made to St. Jude Charity in
Memphis, TN.

The NASPD is sad to hear that Shirley Rivet, CiCi
Cheramie’s 90 year-old mother, passed away
November 9. She lived in Marrero, Louisiana.
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