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Democracy & Trust In Elections
The Role of the Bar
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WJP Rule of Law Index 2022
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World Justice Project

Rule of Law Index®
2022

Measures how the rule of law is perceived and
experienced worldwide

140 countries and jurisdictions

Surveys of 154,000+ households and 3,600+ experts

Period of data collection:

Eight factors and 44 sub-factors

Over 550 perception and experience-based questions



Rule of Law Declined in 64% of Countries
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The U.S. ranks 26 out of 140 in rule of law

| EU, EFTA, and North America
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BARBARA F. WALTER

Center for
Systemic Peace
Declares U.S. is an
Anocracy




DEMOCRACY TO
AUTOCRACY SCALE

FACTORS INFLUENCING DEMOCRATIC

EROSION

1. Factionalism and identity-based politics

2.  Multiculturalism/demographic shifts

3. Failure of protest leading to
extraconstitutional means

4. Loss of civil discourse impacting the
legitimacy of constitutional
government, amplified by unregulated
social media

5. Trust & confidence in elections

6. Constitutional brinkmanship rather

than use of norms of forbearance
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WHAT HISTORY
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"democratic backsliding today
begins at the ballot box."

The four main indicators to look out for are:

1.Rejection of (or weak commitment to) the
democratic rules of the game

2.Denial of the legitimacy of political
opponents

3.Toleration or encouragement of violence

4.Readiness to curtail the civil liberties of
opponents, including the media



WHAT
CAN BARS
DO?
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Moderator:

Judy Perry Martinez, Past President,
American Bar Association

Speakers:

Joel Watson, Louisiana Deputy
Secretary of State for Outreach
Services

Michelle Behnke, Chair, ABA
Commission on Racial and Ethnic
Diversity

M. Joe Crosthwait, Past President,
NCBP and Oklahoma County and
Oklahoma Bar Associations

Danielle Duplessis-Hammond,
Orleans Parish Chief Deputy
Registrar of Voters
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