
Leading Your Bar
Through the AI Revolution

Do my work for me. If it’s legal?



Lawyer since 2002



Chief Judge Edward Toussaint 
Minn. Court of Appeals

Chief Judge Michael J. Davis
U.S. District Court – D. Minn.



Litigated for 15 years
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LAWYERS BigLaw

Judicial 
Clerks

TECHNOLOGY
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AI + Law

American Bar AssociationChair of 
AI + UPL

Working Group
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Any AI news?



Bar Exam 
Performance

Dec. 2022
GPT 3.5

Mar. 2023
GPT 4

Beat 10% 
of humans

Beat 90% 
of humans

…in only 3 months



“For those who cannot afford a 
lawyer, AI can help. 
It drives new, highly accessible tools 
that provide answers to basic 
questions, including where to find 
templates and court forms, how to 
fill them out, and where to bring 
them for presentation to the judge 
— all without leaving home. 
These tools [AI] have the welcome 
potential to smooth out any 
mismatch between available 
resources and urgent needs in our 
court system.”



Create Counterarguments
+ Good Facts



v.
Breach of Contract













That took me less than one minute
How long would it have taken an associate? 

• If an associate charges $500/hour
• Would they have spent an hour? 
• Maybe two ($1,000)?
• Maybe eight ($4,000)?

•What charge for my 45 seconds of prompting?
•Less time — baked into legal software (one click)?

Hourly Billing  Flat Fee Billing?



EQUAL JUSTICE



SHOW OF HANDS:



RICH? POOR?
DISAGREE?



Law = Public’s Free Access

“The animating principle behind this rule 
is that no one can own the law. ‘Every 
citizen is presumed to know the law,’ 
and ‘it needs no argument to show . . . 
that all should have free access’ to its 
contents.”

SCOTUS: Georgia v. Public.Resource.org, Inc., 
140 S. Ct. 1498 (2020)

DISAGREE?



TAKE IT DOWN!

But how?



LEGAL 
INFORMATION?

LEGAL 
ADVICE?



Take it down!

Law:
Free Access



Take it down!

Law:
Free Access









LEGAL 
INFORMATION



LEGAL 
INFORMATION



LEGAL 
INFORMATION

Take it down!



RICH? POOR?



LEGAL 
INFORMATION



Have we ever successfully
slowed technology?

ETHICS!
Everyone used it.

PERMITTED!

ETHICS!
Everyone used it.

PERMITTED!

ETHICS!
Everyone used it.

PERMITTED!

ETHICS!
Everyone used it.

??? (TBD)





ACCESS TO JUSTICE



Jim Sandman



Access to Justice
Today
• 80% of legal needs unserved
• They want to buy
• Nobody’s selling

Tomorrow?
• 5x productivity
• Expand volume
• Lower costs
• Flat fees
• Expand the pie?
(to 80% latent market)



RICH? POOR?



Access to Justice



Jane

Employment Discrimination Victim
(Valid Claim)

Income: 
$18,000 

(No Legal Aid)



Jane’s Options
OLD WORLD NEW WORLD
No Lawyer: Don’t sue No Lawyer: Don’t sue

No Lawyer: Pro Se + Google No Lawyer: Pro Se + LLMs

- Complaint = Haphazard (valid claim)

- Motion to Dismiss
- Employer = Lawyer + Westlaw
- Jane = Pro Se + Google

- Haphazard (valid claim)

- Complaint = Reasonable (valid claim)

- Motion to Dismiss
- Employer = Lawyer + Westlaw + LLM
- Jane = Pro Se + LLM

- Reasonable (valid claim)

Judge dismisses
“Failed to state a claim.”

Judge denies dismissal: 
Valid claim goes forward



RICH? POOR?



Sorry, Jane.
Better tools are only for the rich.



“For those who cannot afford a 
lawyer, AI can help. 
It drives new, highly accessible tools 
that provide answers to basic 
questions, including where to find 
templates and court forms, how to 
fill them out, and where to bring 
them for presentation to the judge 
— all without leaving home. 
These tools [AI] have the welcome 
potential to smooth out any 
mismatch between available 
resources and urgent needs in our 
court system.”



Bars’ Questions to Themselves:

1. Prosecute world’s largest companies?
• Information vs. Advice?
• Freedom of Speech (Upsolve?)

2. Who does the Bar serve?
1. The Public (Access to Justice)?
2. The Guild?
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