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AWARD INFORMATION

ABA Law Day Awards

The U.S. Constitution designated a system 
of government with distinct, independent 
branches—legislative, executive, and judicial—
and outlines how they interact. Congress, the 
Presidency, and Supreme Court share power 
and serve as a check of power on the others. 
They provide a framework for freedom, hence 
the Law Day 2018 theme Separation of Pow-
ers: Framework for Freedom, which reflects 
on separation of powers as fundamental to our 
constitutional purpose, for the endurance of 
democracy and preservation of liberty. 

Three well deserving programs were selected 
for the Outstanding Law Day 2018 Activity 
Awards:

Best Student Program—Hamilton, Mill-
er & Birthisel, LLP
Collaboration with four charitable organi-
zations and Miami Dade Public Schools to 
successfully raise funds to design and ren-
ovate two middle school classrooms into a 
mock courtroom. Engaged students in an 
array of educational, fun, and interactive 
activities to reinforce the impact of a bal-
anced legal system. www.hamiltonmiller-
law.com

Best Public Program—Guam Bar Asso-
ciation, Judiciary of Guam, and District 
Court of Guam
Partnership includes representatives from 
all three branches of government to inter-
act with a diverse community audience in 
a law fair and clinic, court hearing, Justice 
Patch Program, naturalization ceremony, 
and student-centric mock trials, art, essay 
and coloring contests. www.guambar.org, 
www.guamcourts.org, www.gud.uscourts.
gov

Best Theme Interpretation—Long Beach 
Branch NAACP and Keesal, Young & 
Logan
Exhibited a unique approach to under-
standing separation of powers including: a 
city prosecutor keynote, scavenger hunts, 
trivia games and role playing simulations 
on the branches' respective powers, oral 
readings, and small group interactions 
between students and legal professionals. 
www.lbcanaacp.org

Additional details and a list of finalists can be 
viewed at www.lawday.org.
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Louis M. Brown Award for Legal Access 

The Louis M. Brown Award for Legal Ac-
cess originated in 1995 and honors the work 
of Louis M. Brown, who for more than 60 
years worked toward improving access to le-
gal services for those of moderate incomes. 
The award honors the work of those who fol-
low his example, and is presented annually to 
programs and projects that advance access to 
legal services for those of moderate incomes 
in ways that are exemplary and replicable. In 
addition, all nominees for the Brown Award 
are also entered into the running for Brown 
Select, which is presented to the Brown Award 
nominee that gets the most votes from the 
general public through online voting. When 
warranted, lifetime awards are also presented 

to those that have dedicated their careers to 
the delivery of legal services to those of mod-
erate incomes. 

As of the time of printing, the winners of the 
Louis M. Brown Award and the Brown Select 
Award had not been finalized; however, you 
can find them at: 
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/de-
livery_legal_services/initiatives_awards/
louis_m_brown_award_for_legal_access/. 

In honor of more than 20 years of meritorious 
service, the Louis M. Brown Lifetime Award 
will be presented to William Hornsby.

 
NCBF Excellence Award

The NCBF Excellence Award recognizes an 
outstanding contribution to law-related phi-
lanthropy by and individual. This year’s 2019 
NCBF Excellence Award goes to esteemed 
Kansas City attorney, veteran and long-stand-
ing Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Founda-

tion (KCMBF) board director, David (Dave) 
W . White for his steadfast dedication to KC-
MBF and its signature Military Matters pro-
gram. His leadership and commitment to this 
program has created incredible success and 
helped hundreds of local veterans.

 
2019 NCBP Fellows Award Recipient

Frederic S . Ury, past president of the Con-
necticut Bar Association and the National 
Conference of Bar Presidents, has been named 
the 2019 NCBP Fellows Award Winner.

In addition to his bar presidency, Fred Ury 
has practiced law for 42 years, and has con-
tinued his leadership and lifetime of service to 
the organized bar, lawyers, and the public. His 
mark on the legal profession and legal leaders 
is far-reaching and unmistakable, being recog-

nized by the Connecticut Bar Association as 
the 2013 recipient of the John Eldridge Shields 
Distinguished Professional Service Award. 

After finishing a successful term as President 
of NCBP, Mr. Ury continues to stay involved 
with NCBP, and the American Bar Associa-
tion. He is presently Chair of the Coordinat-
ing Council for the Center for Professional 
Responsibility. He is an expert on such diverse 
topics as civil procedure and ethics, trial tech-
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niques, and the future of the legal profession, 
presenting seminars throughout the United 
States and writing about the profession in 
many publications. 

In 2007, Mr. Ury was appointed by the Chief 
Justice of the Connecticut Supreme Court to 
serve as one of two attorneys on the Steering 
Committee of the State of Connecticut Judi-
cial Branch’s Public Service and Trust Com-
mission. In addition, in the wake of the Sep-
tember 11th terrorist attacks, Mr. Ury donated 
hundreds of hours of free legal representa-
tion to World Trade Center victims and their 
families in hearings before the Victims’ Com-
pensation Board. As a result, he and the firm 
helped recover millions of dollars for the 9/11 
victims’ families.

Mr. Ury’s reach extends beyond the legal pro-
fession, the state bar, the NCBP, and the ABA. 
He has given his time and talents to the Con-
necticut Bar Foundation, the Connecticut 
Supreme Court, and various pro bono and 
philanthropic projects in his community, in-
cluding the Community Council of Westport-
Weston, the United Way of Westport-Weston, 
the Westport-Weston Foundation, and the 
Congregation for Humanistic Judaism. Mr. 
Ury is an avid bicyclist and founding member 
of Charity Treks, Inc., funding research into 
finding a vaccine for AIDS. 

Mr. Ury is awarded the 2019 NCBP Fellows 
Award for exemplifying all that this award was 
created to celebrate, showing a fierce dedica-
tion to the NCBP mission, and a continuing 
commitment to bar leaders nationwide.




