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What is Law Day and how can it be a beneficial 

tool for your bar association or organization to 
connect with the community?
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Law Day, held annually on May 1, is a national day set aside to celebrate the rule of law. 

Charles Rhyne was the youngest elected 
president of the American Bar Association (ABA). 

➢ 1957: American Bar Association (ABA) President Charles S. Rhyne 
envisioned a special day for celebrating our legal system.

➢ 1958: President Dwight D. Eisenhower established Law Day as a 
day of national dedication to the principles of government 
under law.

➢ 1961: Congress designated May 1 as the official date for 
celebrating Law Day. This program continues today and 
has grown to many countries around the globe.
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How Law Day Can Benefit Your Community

Law Day programs are designed to help people better understand how laws protect 
liberty and how the legal system strives to achieve justice.

➢ Engage bar members in public education activities 
they can feel good about

➢ Promote positive interaction with local community

➢ Create informative resources that promote your bar 
and your services

➢ Foster collaboration among community organizations 
and cultivate lasting partnerships

➢ Help youth and adults better understand important 
legal topics and issues



Law Day Resources

The Law Day website www.lawday.org provides a single 
location for tools to plan programs and activities. 

➢ Planning Guide

➢ Lesson Plans

➢ Free Speech and Free 
Press Talking Points

➢ Suggested Resources

➢ Sample Proclamation, 
Letter to the Editor, and 
Press Release

➢ Downloadable Artwork

➢ Giveaways and Gift Options

http://www.lawday.org/


Planning a Law Day Program

The Law Day Planning Guide has helpful tools such as:

Programming Ideas by Audience
➢ Legal Community
➢ Law Students
➢ College and University Students
➢ Grades K–12
➢ General Public

Tips for Publicizing Your Event

Event Promotion Checklist

Timeline of Cases and Events

Suggested Resources
➢ Books
➢ Documentaries
➢ Multimedia
➢ Teaching Toolkits



We hope this workshop has given you ideas to re-energize or launch Law Day programs in your area.

Resources and Information:
www.lawday.org

Contact Person:

Chandra Fitzpatrick
Senior Outreach Manager

ABA Division for Public Education
chandra.fitzpatrick@americanbar.org
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