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branch of medicine which treats diseases, injuries, and deformities by manual or operative
methods.” However, application of that broad dictionary definition to the term surgery in
§ 71-177 would seem to prohibit much of the chiropractic practice described by the
legislature in § 71-177(2). We think it more likely that the legisiature intended to prohibit
surgery as that term is used by the ordinary lay person.

Having determined that acupuncture is not surgery as that term is used within the
context of § 71-177, the remaining question is whether acupuncture falls within the
treatment modalities permitted by § 71-177(2), including chiropractic.physiotherapy. After
reviewing informational materials submitted by the Department and the Board of Examiners
in Chiropractic, it appears to us that the practice of acupuncture is included within
chiropractic physiotherapy and, therefore, that acupuncture is included within the
chiropractic scope of practice in Nebraska. Under Nebraska law, where the words of a
statute are plain and unambiguous, na interpretation is needed to ascertain their meaning.
In the absence of anything to indicate the contrary, words will be given their ordinary
meaning. Kellogg Co. v. Herrington, 216 Neb. 138, 343 N.W.2d 326 (1984).

Sincerely,

DON STENBERG
Attorney General

ynn A. Melson _
Assistant Attorney General

Approved;

Jrd

Attorney General
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