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OBJECTIVES

• Review the history of legionella

• Discuss characteristics, transmission, treatment and 
prevention strategies

• Identify industry standards and regulations of Water 
Management Programs.

• Review case reporting, investigation, and controls 
measures

• Discuss the role of the Infection Preventionist in water 
management & legionella prevention

• Review the history of legionella in the United States and 
CT

• Examine the seasonal pattern of legionella

• Discuss the global burden and recent outbreaks

Figure 1. [Legionnaires’ disease], (2021)



Figure 1 ([Legionella disease], n.d.) 



The Bellevue-Stratford Hotel

All images (The Lost Hotels, 2026)



BELLEVUE WELCOME PACKET FOR MEMBERS OF THE PENNSYLVANIA LEGION

All images (The Philly Killer exhibit at the Mütter Museum, Philadelphia, PA, 2026)



Figure 1 (Leonard, 2025) Figure 3(Hingston,2016)

Figure 2 (Wolfman-Arent, 2021)



Within days of returning home, some of the veterans developed pneumonia and fatal respiratory infections.

Figure 1 (Gordon, 2015)



Figure 1(The Lost Hotels, 2026)



Casualties

Figure 2 (Altman 2001) Figure 3  (The Philadelphia Legionnaires’ Outbreak, 2023)

Figure 1 (The Philly Killer exhibit at the Mütter Museum, Philadelphia, PA, 2026)



The pneumonia-like 
symptoms were nearly 
the same in every case—
muscle aches, 
headaches, severe 
coughs, diarrhea, chest 
pains and fevers as high 
as 107 degrees. 

Figure 1 ([Legionnaires’ Disease Xray January 01, 1976] , n.d)



All Images from: (LaGarde,1996)



Investigative 
Team
• Epidemiologists 
• State health workers 
• Laboratories
• Medical staff in hospitals
• Investigators

Figure 2 (Deher, 2015)

Figure 1 (Geothermal, 2020)



Data Collection

All images (The Philly Killer exhibit at the Mütter Museum, Philadelphia, PA, 2026)



All images (The Philly Killer exhibit at the Mütter Museum, Philadelphia, PA, 2026)



Figure 1(The Philly Killer exhibit at the Mütter Museum, Philadelphia, PA, 2026)



All images (The Philly Killer exhibit at the Mütter Museum, Philadelphia, PA, 2026)



Figure 1 ([Graph at the Legionnaire’s Disease Symposium], n.d)
Figure 2 (Leonard, 2025)



David J Sencer CDC Museum: Legionnaires Exhibit 

All images: (Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 2021).  

Environmental  Samples 



Figure 1 (Norman, 2025)

Figure 2 (O’ Rourke, 2016)

Figure 3 (Disease Detectives Tracing the Philly Killer, 1976)



All images: (Wolfman-Arent, 2021)

MEDIA FRENZY!



All images (The Lost Hotels, 2026)

THE CLOSURE OF GROUND ZERO

The Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 



Theories & Speculation

Figure 3 ([Legionnaires Disease-The Great Hoax, 2020) 

All imgages (The Philly Killer exhibit at the Mütter Museum, Philadelphia, PA, 2026)



Figure 1 (The Philly Killer exhibit at the Mütter Museum, Philadelphia, PA, 2026)



Bing Videos
Figure 2 (Davison, M., Fishel, P, 2023)

Figure 1 (Dylan, 1978) 

Bob Dylan

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=bob+dylan+legionnaires+song&&mid=E2D9D8404BAAC6C691BBE2D9D8404BAAC6C691BB&&FORM=VRDGAR


A Race Against Time
Figure 1 (Rossiter,1976)

Figure 2(The Philly Killer exhibit at the Mütter Museum, Philadelphia, PA, 2026)



Figure 2 (LaGarde, 1996)

Figure 5 (Altman 1996)Figure 4 (LaGarde, 1996)

Figure 1(Wolfman-Arent, 2021)

Figure 3 (Wolfman-Arent, 2021)



CDC Microbiologist Joseph McDade

Figure 2 (Bouscher, 2023)

Figure 1 (Center for Disease Control and Prevention, n.d.)

Figure 3 (Klein, 2006)

“It’s like looking for a contact lens on a basketball court with your eyes four inches above the ground,” 
-New York Times interview with John McDade 



Figure 2 (Gordan, 2016)Figure 1 ([Christmas tree 1978], 1978)



All images: (Bouscher, 2023) 

The discovery: January 18, 1977 



Figure 1 (Bouscher, 2023)

Figure 2 (LaGarde,1996)

Figure 3 (LaGarde,1996)



Figure 1 (Bouscher, 2023)

Feeley Gorman Agar



All images: (Bouscher, 2023)

HOW WAS LEGIONELLA MISSED? 



Figure 1 (LaGarde, 1996)

Figure 2 ([Erythromycin], n.d)

Figure 3 (LaGarde, 1996)



Stock image: cooling tower. https://www.wermac.org/equipment/coolingTower.html

Stock photo of hotel cooling tower: https://hanyc.org/hotel-cooling-tower-credits-
often-overlooked-never-to-be-underestimated/

Figure 2 ([Pontiac Michigan], n.d)

ST. ELIZABETHS MENTAL 
HOSPITAL 1965 

&
PONTIAC FEVER
MICHIGAN 1968 

Figure 3 ([Clue], n.d.)

Figure 1 (Washington Post, 2019)



Legionella linked to cooling tower

Figure 4 ([How cooling towers work], n.d.)

Figure 3 (Arsenault, 2017)

Figure 2 [(The Philly  Killer special exhibition], 2026)

Figure 1(The Philly Killer exhibit at the Mütter Museum, Philadelphia, PA, 2026)



Burlington VT Hospital Outbreak 1977

Figure 1 ([Burlington VT hospital 1977], n.d)



Bloomington Indiana 
Outbreak 1978

• Campus of Indian University:  36,000 students centered around 
Indiana memorial union that houses students & clubs & hotel 
for visitors

• March 1978-Aug 1978

•  39 cases of legionella

• 3 deaths

• CDC investigated water tower and found legionella

Figure 1 ([Campus of Indiana University Memorial Union] , n.d.)



Memphis TN Hospital 
Outbreak 1978

• Baptist Hospital 

• 44 cases, 0 deaths 

• 2 samples water from air conditioning 
cooling tower were positive legionella

Figure 1 ([Baptist Memorial Hospital Memphis TN] n.d.)



Oxford outbreak 1979

• Churchill hospital in Oxford
 
• Kidney transplant unit

• 2 cases of legionella, 6 
months apart staying in the 
same room

• Legionella found in the 
shower head, from the facet 
head and the side arms of 
the shower head. 

Figure 1 ([Oxford Churchill Hospital] n.d.)



Legionella species are Gram-
negative bacilli. 

Figure 1 ([Legionella on petri dish] , 2013)

Figure 3 ([Legionella class] n.d)

Figure 2 ([Lake].n.d)



Legionnaires disease
(legionellosis)
 
a lung infection caused by the 
bacterium Legionella

Figure 1[(Legionella lung infection] n.d.) Figures 2 &3  (Lowry et al, 1991)



► Cough 
► Shortness of breath 
► Muscle aches 
► Headache 
► Fever

Symptoms

►Elderly (50 years and older) 
► Smokers (current or former)
► Specific health issues/conditions:
 ► Cancer
 ► Chronic lung disease 
 ► Diabetes
 ►Kidney & liver failure
 ►Weak immune system

Risk Factors

Figure 1 ([Coughing].n.d.)

Figure 2 ([Sick elderly], n.d.)



Modes of transmission

• Breathing in mist & water 
containing Legionella

• Swallowing water into the lungs, and 
aspiration of drinking water/ice chips 
containing Legionella

Figure 3 (Legionnaires’ Disease: What You Need to know, 2018)

Figure 1 (CDC,2025) Figure 2 (CDC, 2025.)

Figure 4 (CDC, 2025.)



Sources of infection Respiratory 
equipment Car washes Misting 

devices

Street 
cleaning 

machines
Soil

Showerheads 
and sink 
faucets

Hot tubs
Decorative 

fountains and 
water features

Plumbing 
systems

Contaminated 
water or ice

Cooling 
towers

Hot water 
heaters

Humidifiers Hospital 
dishwashers

Figure 1 (CDC, 2024.)



This frontal chest radiograph shows acute 

bilateral pneumonia (legionnaires' disease 
caused by Legionella pneumophila

Diagnosing

Figure 1([Legionnaires’ disease Xray], n.d.)

Figure 2 ([Legionella urine test], n.d.)
Figure 4 ([Legionella blood test], n.d) 

Figure 3 [Legionella] culture test], n.d.)

Figure 5 ([Legionella PCR], n.d) 



Is Legionnaires' disease contagious?

Legionnaires' disease is 
NOT contagious. 

Unlike many types of 
pneumonia, 

Legionnaires’ disease is 
NOT transmitted directly 
from person to person.

NO!

Patients with confirmed or suspected Legionella infection do not require isolation or contact precautions



Treatment & 
Prognosis 

• Antibiotics: Azithromycin, Clarithromycin, or 
Levofloxacin.

• For individuals who contract the disease in 
health care settings, the case-fatality rate is as 
high as 25%.

• 1 out of 10 people who get Legionnaires’ 
disease will die from the infection.

Figure 1 ([Azithromycin], n.d.)

Figure 2 ([Levaquin], n.d)



Focus on plumbing and biofilm

Figure 1 ([Biofilm in pipe],n.d.)
Figure 2 (CDC, 2025)

CONCERNS:

• Age of piping
• Scale build up
• Biofilm buildup
• Dead legs
• Water stagnation



Dead Legs

Figure 1 ([Dead leg], n.d)

A dead leg in a plumbing system refers to a section of 
piping that receives no or infrequent water flow.

Because the water in a dead leg never moves, it allows 
biofilms to develop rapidly.

Figure 2 ([Dead leg], n.d.)



Water Management 
Industry Standards

• Industry standard
• ASHRAE Standard 

(2015, 2018)

• Health care
• VHA Directive 1061 

(2014)
• CMS requirement 

(2017)
• The Joint 

Commission

• Regulations
• State & local

Image sources: (ASHRAE, CMS, The Joint Commission, US Dept of Veterans Affairs, CMC, and NY State)



Figure 1([Drinking water], n.d.) Figure 2 ( [Chlorine in water disinfection], n.d.)

Raw/Non-potable: not safe for human 
consumption and must be treated to remove 
impurities and contaminates.

Tap/potable water: water safe for drinking and 
meeting safety standards



Figure 1(CDC, 2025)



• It is a step-by-step guide on 
how to create a water 
management plan

• Translates ASHRAE 
Standard 188 into plain 
language for wider 
audiences

CDC Legionella 
Water Management 
Program Toolkit

Figure 1(CDC, 2025)



Figure 1 (Joint Commission Resources, 2022)

Waterborne Management Program: 
The Healthcare Statistics: 2022

• 25% of hospitals do NOT have a water management program

• 77% of hospitals have NOT implemented their water 
management program



Inadequate water management leads to increased risk of LD

All the deficiencies associated with outbreaks could have been prevented by 
comprehensive, properly implemented water management programs.

All images: (CDC, n.d.)



Partnership is the key & requires the efforts of:
• Environmental health
• Epidemiology
• Laboratory science

Figure 1: (CDC 2024)



UCONN Water 
Management 

Team 

• Director of Facilities Engineering
• Director of Epidemiology
• Infection prevention
• Program Director of Bone Marrow Transplant
• Clinical Program Coordinator BMT
• Central Sterile
• Supervisor Plumbing
• Associate Prof of Pathology & Lab Medicine
• Supervisor HVAC
• Clinical Lab Supervisor of Microbiology
• Associate Director of Clinical Laboratory
• Accreditation and Regulatory Affairs
• Safety and Quality Office School of Dental
• Director of Environmental Health and Safety
• Clinical Engineering 
• Director of Physical Environment
• Supervisor of Engineering Control Center
• Regulatory Compliance Office
• Infectious Disease/Epidemiology MD
• MDC Water CompanyFigure 1: (Walker, 2022)



Joint Commission PE.04.01.05

Effective Jan 1, 2026
• Water Management Team
• Flow Diagram 
• Risk & Hazard Analysis
• Required Control Measures
• Monitoring, Limits, and Corrective Actions
• Annual Water Management Program Review

Elements of Compliance Standard IC.04/01.01, EP2
• Communication and collaboration with all components of the hospital involved in infection 

prevention and control activities, including but not limited to the antibiotic stewardship 
program, sterile processing department, and the water management program. 



COMPLIANCE 
WITH CMS

Figure 1: (CMS, 2017)



JOHN DEMPSEY HOSPITAL UCONN 
HEALTH CAMPUS FARMINGTON, CT 

All images([University of Connecticut, n.d]) 



UNIVERSITY TOWERMAIN BUILDING

All images([University of Connecticut, n.d]) 



OUTPATIENT PAVILLION JACKSON LABORATORY

All images([University of Connecticut, n.d]) 



• Animal genetics/genomics
• Breeding
• Biotechnology (genetic engineering & stem cells)
• Animal reproduction
• Embryology
• Growth biology & endocrinology
• Food microbiology & safety
• Dairy technology & safety
• Equine science
• Dairy production & management
• Meat chemistry
• Laboratory animal science
• Diversified livestock

All images([University of Connecticut, n.d]) 



• 79,000 patient visits a year

• 186 Dental Units 

       2023 Water line Problem

Figure 2 (Walker, 2023)

Figure 1 ([UConn Today, 2011])

Figure 3 (Pennington, 2017)



Water Management / Risk Assessment Process ASHRAE 188 Chapter 5 

Table 5.1 BUILDING(S) RISK CHARACTERIZATION 
COOLING TOWERS/EVAPORATIVE CONDENSERS

RISK CHARACTERIZATION OF THE BUILDING 

Does the building have one or more Cooling 
Towers and/or Evaporative Condensers that 
provide cooling and/refrigeration for the 
HVAC&R system (Y/N)

Does the building have any whirlpools and/or 
spas in the building or onsite (Y/N)

Does the building have water-based devices 
that, by design, release aerosols? This includes, 
but its not limited to certain types of 
ornamental fountains, misters, atomizers, air 
washers or humidifiers in the building or onsite 
(Y/N) 

Table 5.2 BUILDING(S) RISK CHARACTERIZATION 

RISK CHARACTERIZATION OF THE BUILDING 

Includes multiple housing units with 1 or more centralized potable heather water systems (Y/N)

Is more than 10 stories high(include any levels below grade) (Y/N)

The building contains one or more areas for the purpose of housing or treating occupants receiving treatment for 
burns, chemotherapy for cancer, or solid organ transplantation or bone marrow transplantation (Y/N)

The building contains one or more area for the purpose of housing or treating occupants that are 
immunocompromised, at-risk, are taking drugs that weekend the immune system, have renal disease, have 
diabetes or have chronic lung disease (Y/N)

The building is identified by the owner as being for purpose of housing occupants over the age of 65 years (Y/N)

Section 5 Survey Results Preventive Measures Code

No to all of Section 5.1 & 5.2 A survey of the building shall be done at least annually A

Yes to any part of Section 5.1 & no to Section 5.2 A WMP shall be implemented for equipment and devices 
listed in 5.1

B

No to all of Section 5.1 but Yes to section 5.2 A WMP shall be implemented for building water systems 
listed in 5.2

C

Yes to section 5.1 & 5.2 A WMP shall be implemented to manage the risk of 
legionellosis  and include a systematic analysis of 
hazardous condition in the building water systems, 
determine where control measures ae required, 
establishing control limits and corrective actions, monitor, 
document, and confirm program implementation

D

Table 5.3 DETERMINING PREVENTIVE MEASURES REQUIRED FOR EACH BUILDING(



Water Management Plan: Assessing Building Risks

Figure 1 (CDC, 2025)

Buildings with Cooling Towers: 10



ASHE: 
Risk groups for 
Legionella in 
hospital 

Low risk:
• Office areas

• Common areas

Medium risk:
• Outpatient care areas

• Outpatient surgery, PACU
• Behavioral Health
• Food & nutrition

• Cardiac Cath Lab
• Radiation Therapy
• Pharmacy

• Laboratories
• Echocardiography
• Endoscopy

• Nuclear Medicine
• PT & RT

High risk:
• Medical inpatient areas

• Surgical inpatient areas
• MICU, SICU, NICU, CCU
• L&D and newborn 

nurseries

• Pediatrics
• Skilled nursing facilities
• Long term acute care 

ventilator units

Highest risk:
• Special units caring for 

immunocompromised 
patients

• Burn units
• Oncology units
• Transplant units



Risk Assessment



Water Management Diagram-University Tower

Non-Potable Water System Flow Diagram Potable Water System Flow Diagram



Control Measures-Hot Water

Water temperature is tested monthly in 
the control towers

Pros:

• Effective at killing Legionella
• Works quickly to kill Legionella
• ASHRAE 188 recommended

Cons

• Scalding is a concern
• Equipment longevity (scale, 

corrosion)
• Does not penetrate biofilm

Figure 1: (Legionella in Our Water, 2023) 



LEGIONELLA TESTING –performed semi annually (only on BMT unit)



ICE, ICE, BABY DEADLY

Figure 3 (Mudler, 2015)

Figure 1 (Staff, 2014)

Figure 4 (Staff, 2016)

Figure 5 (Sinnerton, 2016)

Figure 2 ([Dirty ice machine legionella], n.d.)



Water Management External Factors: 

Changes in municipal water quality

Changes in water pressure

Water main breaks

Construction



• In Ohio, 11 cases of hospital-acquired 
Legionnaires disease were identified in 
patients moved to a newly constructed 
12-story addition in a hospital, and 1 of 
those died.

• 407 cases of legionella linked to soil 
intensive activities resulting in 48 
deaths from 2000-2014 according to a 
recent CDC investigation

Figure 1 (Lin et al., 2011)

Hospital construction & renovation risk to hospitalized patients



Water Problems: WATER MAIN BREAKS 2016 & 2019 

All images([University of Connecticut, n.d]) 



0245: MDC poor 
pressure 

notification

0255: UCONN PD 
discovers large 

amount of water on 
Farmington Ave

0345: Main pipe 
leak confirmed

0419: Activation 
Emergency 
Operation 

Plan/Incident 
Command Center

0500: leak isolated 
by MDC & water 

pressure improves

0504: decision to 
delay procedures

0525: DPH updated

0530: 5-gallon 
containers and 
drinking water 
supplied to all 

floors

0532: notification 
water main break to 

employees

0618: water flow 
restored by MDC

1030: OR deemed 
available for use

1100: Posters for 
lobbies distributed 

re: water safety 
issue

1200: Out pt clinics 
up and running

1400: MDC repair 
complete & water 

restored to campus
1545: media update

1800: main water 
line flushed for 4  

hrs. by MDC & 
Incident Command 
Center demobilizes

Water Problems: 
MDC Water pressure: 2019 

Figure 1 (Fox Plumbing, 2023)



Water problems: Legionella in BMT unit (prior to the grand opening of the unit)



Figure 1(CDC, 2025)



Infection 
Preventionist Role

• Basic knowledge of the components of water 
systems

• Identify sources and modes of transmission of 
water borne illness

• Help develop and monitor water management 
plans to align with industry standards

• Invite facilities to IPC Committee to discuss 
water management program

• Become a member of Water Management team

• Monitor ICRA (infection control risk 
assessment)-

• Reporting cases to  DPH cases 

• Provide education and training to staff on proper 
water management practices to reduce the risk. 



Case Definition & Reporting

• The CT DPH uses the national surveillance 
case definition to determine case status.

• Is reportable to the CT DPH & is a nationally 
notifiable disease. 

Figure 1: (DPH, n.d)



CDC's role

CDC monitors Legionellosis cases using two 
surveillance systems at the national level:

• National Notifiable Disease Surveillance 
System (NNDSS)

• Supplemental Legionnaires' Disease 
Surveillance System (SLDSS)

Figure 2 ([Epidemiology. Health danger risk spread laboratory], 2019)

Figure 1 (CDC, n.d)



Exposure Categories Definitions

Patient spent at least one night away from home in the 14 
days before symptom onset (includes nights in the state 
of residence, another state, or another country)

Travel Associated Case



Outbreaks of 
Legionnaires' 
disease can be 
difficult to detect

Figure 1 (Smith, 2024)



Criteria for a full 
investigation

• 1 or more cases of presumptive 
health-care associated 
legionnaire’s disease at any time 
at the same healthcare facility 

• 2 or more cases of possible 
healthcare-associated 
Legionnaire’s disease within 12 
months of each other at the same 
healthcare facility.

• When a statically significant 
increase in Legionnaires has been 
found in a defined geographic area 
compared against a historical 
background for the same 
geographic area

Figure 1(Kuester, 2017)



Figure 1 (CDC, 2025)



HOSPITAL 
OUTBREAK..

When risk becomes 
reality

Figure 1 ([Adorable scared baby in a white onsie in a cozy living room], 2024)



Initial steps 

Confirm diagnosis & contact the local health department

Interview case-patient to determine the exposure

Environmental assessments: changes in water quality and water sampling

Implement water restrictions: no using ice machines, 
no showering, no tap water-use bottled water 



DPH-Enhanced surveillance plan

Instruct clinicians at the facility to evaluate patients with respiratory symptoms for 
pneumonia.

Order chest X-rays to confirm pneumonia. 

Coordinate appropriate testing

Create and maintain line list for patients with any respiratory illness and results of any 
relevant testing (i.e., testing for other pathogens that may cause respiratory illness). 

Maintain surveillance for at least 6 months from the time of last facility-associated case.



Implement Controls to Prevent Additional Exposure

Controlling exposure to Legionella during an outbreak might not require facility shutdown. Temporary 
provisions to isolate the affected water system can allow work to continue, and may include:Controlling

Supplying bottled water for drinking instead of drinking from the domestic cold-water system.Supplying

Shutting down water heaters to eliminate access to hot water in the domestic system.Shutting

Using temporary cooling towers.Using

Utilizing portable heaters, air conditioners, and fans instead of the contaminated HVAC systemUtilizing



Water Treatment for Legionella

• Chlorine as a disinfectant 

•  Monochloramine

• Chlorine Dioxide 

• Copper-Silver Ionization 

• Ozone 

• Ultraviolet Light Disinfection

Treatment will alter water quality

• >lead, copper, nitrate, nitrites, 
chlorite (to name a few)

• Corrosion to medical devices & 
equipment



When is an Outbreak Investigation Over 
Over



Although the medical case 
had been solved, 
Legionnaires’ disease has 
not been confined to the 
history books

Figure 1 ([Magic book], n.d.)



BURDEN

1800-8000 cases annually

1,000 deaths annually

$402 M in healthcare cost

$835 M lifetime econmonic burden

Figure 2 ([Dollar sign], n.d.)

Figure32 ([Danger], n.d.) 

Figure 1 (Baker-Goering, et. al, 2021))

The CDC estimates that the U.S. economic burden from Legionnaires' 
disease is likely more than US$1 billion per year.

https://doi.org/10.3201/eid2701.191198


2018: USA Peak in Cases

Source: CDC

All images: (CDC 2025.)

2018



Figure 1 (CDC, 2025)



Seasonal pattern of Legionella in 2018 in USA

Figure 1 (CDC, 2025.)

Figure 2 ([Cold drink on high temperature], n.d.)



Most legionella cases are sporadic

Figure 1 Moffa et al.,  2023)



Legionella in CT 1980-1997 (prior to the surveillance era) 

Figure 1(CDC, 1982)



1994: 12 years later-outbreak at the same hospital

Figure 1 & 2 (Lepine, et al, 1998)



1997 and beyond…Legionellosis surveillance in CT

• added to list of physician & laboratory reportable diseases to CT DPH & the local health department

Figure 1 (Furian, 2020)

Figure 2 (DPH, 2015)



THE UNCOMFORTABE TRUTH: 
Legionella is becoming more common

• Warmer temperatures/climate change 

• Outdated plumbing

• More extreme weather condition 
(increased rainfall)

• Human error & negligence in maintaining 
water systems

• Aging population

• Budget constraints

Figure 1: (CDC, 2025)

COVID-19



WORLDWIDE ISSUE

Figure 1 ([Worldwide],  n.d)

(Beacon Disease Reports, 2026)



All images: (CDC, 2024)



Recent USA 
Legionella 
Outbreaks

Ohio: Country Lanes Gardens Long 
Term Care Facility Outbreak 

• 8 cases, 1st case July 29
• 8 hospitalizations, no fatalities
• The source of exposure had not been identified
• Installed water filters and restricted water use 

California: Kaiser Permanente Santa Clara 
Medical Center Outbreak 

• 18 cases of Legionella infection between 06 and 09 May 2026 
• No fatalities
• The source of exposure had not been identified
• The water was treated



NYC OUTBREAK SUMMER 2026 

All images (NYC Health Department, 2026)

• 11 deaths
• 79 hospitalizations
• 82 cooling towers at 80 buildings tested positive for legionella
• 94 cases
• 110 violations 



Legionella cases reported to DPH from UConn

*all cases were outside 
of UConn exposure 



UCONN 
Legionella 

cases reported 
CT DHP 

2016-2026 
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Figure 1: (CDC, 2025)



It continues to silently kill claiming victims and leaving death in its wake

Figure 1 (MacFarlane, et. Al, 1977)

A cartoon in the 
Observer newspaper on 
Sunday 11 August 1985, 
page 19, about 
Legionnaires' disease 
after a 1985 hospital  
outbreak in Brittain



Figure 1(Leibowitz, 2026)
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