Ch ris tian Wom en in Sc ien c e
A Place to Connect!
An affiliate of the American Scientific Affiliation

The How’s, What’s and Why’s of CWIS

JOIN US FOR E-MAIL BUDDIES
Students, those just starting their
career, or those further along can
ask questions and seek advice
from a Christian woman involved
in STEM.
BLOGGING
If you have something to share,
or have found a good article
related to our goals, please share
it on our blog page.
HELP FOR STUDENTS
Students and early career women
have unique needs. Connect with
others in your position and get
advise and encouragement from
more established women!
CWIS AT THE ASA
CONFERENCE, JULY 2014
CWIS will be at the American
Scientific Affiliation Annual
Conference at McMaster
University in Ontario, Canada,
July 25-28, 2014. Come join us
there!

Like	
  us	
  on	
  Facebook!
http://facebook.com/ChristianWomeninScience

Christian Women in Science (CWIS)
is an affiliate group of the American
Scientific Affiliation (ASA). Founded in
1941, ASA is an international network
of Christians in the sciences. The
mission of CWIS is to encourage
Christian women of all ages to pursue,
sustain, and grow in a career in
science, technology, engineering or
math, and to encourage women in
these endeavors to pursue, sustain,

Ask CWIS
We want to support our CWIS
members, whether student, early
career, mid-career, or the veterans
who have been in the trenches a long
time. Do you have a problem? Question?
Need some advice? Send your questions
to: Cwis.asa@gmail.com

and grow in the Christian faith.
Become a CWIS member!
1. If you haven't already, first join the
American Scientific Affiliation on the
ASA website. Click on CWIS as a
g r o u p y o u w a n t t o j o i n . Yo u r
membership donation helps support
both ASA and CWIS. Membership
fees range from free up to $85/year,
depending on your situation. If you
think CWIS is important, please help
by becoming a paid member!
2. Or if you are an ASA member,
become a member of CWIS by
logging in to the ASA home page, and
clicking on Chapters and Groups. The
drop down will take you to Affiliates
and then CWIS. On the CWIS
Homepage, click on "join group."
Start blogging!
To subscribe to the CWIS blog click
"Subscribe" at any blog post. You will
receive email notification of subsequent
blog posts. And, you can write a blog
for us on your thoughts about being a
Christian woman in science,
technology, engineering, or math!

h"p://network.asa3.org/group/CWIS

Why CWIS?
Take a look at our logo. You will see
the three-way intersection that is the
focus of CWIS - women, faith and
science. Women with a passion for
Christ and a passion for science or
engineering face a unique set of
challenges.
Gender Gaps
Though some are surprised by the
statistics, the gender gaps between
men and women in science and
engineering are still a major concern.
Here are some facts:
Degree-Career Gap: Women received
about 54% of BS and MS degrees,
and 34% of PhDs, in science and
engineering in 2010. But Women held
only 34% of science and 13% of
engineering occupations in 2013.

MARCH 2014

CHRISTIAN WOMEN IN SCIENCE

2014	


DR. KRISTEN TOLSON
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
Want to know someone who puts together her science
and her faith, the secular and the sacred? ASA and CWIS
member Dr. Kristen Tolson spends part of her time in a
secular university as a postdoctoral research fellow at
University of California San Diego, studying the
regulation of pubertal development and the interface of
reproduction and metabolism. She also teaches
Microbiology of Infectious Diseases at Point Loma
Nazarene University. Her BS in Biological Sciences and
BA in World Cultures and Religions are from California
Lutheran University, and her Ph.D. in Integrative Biology
from University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center.
She is well traveled! She volunteers in programs
designed to increase scientific interest in disadvantaged
and minority populations – and even finds time to
manage the CWIS Facebook page!

Critical Fields PhD Gap: Women earned fewer than a
third of the PhDs in computer sciences, earth, atmospheric,
and ocean sciences; mathematics and statistics; physical
sciences; and engineering (2010).
Leader Gap: Men held more than 350,000 managerial jobs
in science and engineering but women held only about
140,000 managerial jobs (2008).
Salary Gap: Men’s average salaries in science and
engineering (averaged over all lengths of service) were
21% higher than women’s salaries (2008).
Professorship Gap: Women held only 20% of full-time
professorships in research institutions in science,
engineering, and health doctorates (2010).
Faith/Science Challenges
These gender gaps are well documented. On the bright
side, some major new initiatives in the United States have
been started or strengthened recently to try to close these
gaps. But what about a woman scientist – or scienceoriented female student – who is a Christian? She also
has to deal with the perceived conflict between Christianity
and science. Some scientists who are atheists cast
Christians as intellectual infants who trust in fairy tales, and
some Christians (and others) disdain the findings of
mainstream science.

h"p://network.asa3.org/group/CWIS

How many young women might this affect? According to a
review of recent U.S. surveys, 39% of the participants
responded positively to the statement “God created the
universe, the earth…plants, animals…people within the
past 10,000 years.” The current U.S. population is 317
million, and about 31 million are young women between the
ages of 10 and 24. Applying the 39% figure noted above to
this 31 million, perhaps 12 million young women could be
among those who think the earth is only a few thousand
years old. Yet all secular schools, and some Christian
schools, will teach that the earth is a few billion years old.
How is a female Christian student to deal with the angst
over this? Such conflicts in the minds of young women can
cause them to either turn away from their faith or to
abandon their scientific interests – neither of which is
necessary.
Christian women established in science or engineering
careers also need encouragement -- to move forward in
their careers, deal with family-related pressures, compete
effectively for leadership positions, and other issues.
CWIS’s mission is to provide this support and
encouragement to help women maintain their passion for
both Jesus Christ and science or engineering -- through
information, networking, mentoring, personal stories, and
more. Take a look yourself. If you haven’t already, come
join us!
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