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What is CWIS? 

• A place for Christian Women in Science to connect with 

like-minded people 

• An affiliate group of the American Scientific Affiliation 

(ASA) 

• Launch:  July 2013 ASA Annual Conference 

• Mission:  To encourage Christian women of all ages to 

pursue, sustain, and grow in a career in science, 

technology, engineering or math, and to encourage 

women in these endeavors to pursue, sustain, and grow 

in the Christian faith 
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What Does CWIS Offer You? 

• For CWIS members  

• Emails on what’s new 

• Access to others CWIS-ers throughout the country through the ASA 

membership directory 

• For all CWIS-ers 

• Blog space dedicated to CWIS topics 

• Email Buddy program – especially for Students and Early Career 

• Lifting Up Stories 

• Personal help from CWIS leaders (Board) 

• Info and informal partnerships with related organizations 

• Connections and encouragement! 
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CWIS Board of Directors 

• Six women, coast to coast 

• Secular academic, Christian academic, government 

research 

• Early career, mid-career, retired 

• Members, 2014-2015: 

 

 
• Dr. Gayle Ermer, engineering, 

Calvin College (MI) 

• Dr. Beth Kroa, chemistry, 

Bethel College (IN) 

• Ms. Faith Tucker, 

physics/astronomy education, 

Valley Christian High School 

(CA) 

• Dr. Kristen Tolson, biology, 

UC San Diego (CA) 

• Dr. Pat Fitzgerald-Bocarsly, 

immunology, New Jersey 

Medical School at Rutgers 

University (NJ) 

• Ms. Lynn Billman, chemistry 

and energy analysis, National 

Renewable Energy Lab 

(retired) (CO) 
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Faith Tucker 
ftucker@stanford.edu  

Kristen Tolson 
kristen.tolson@gmail.com 

Gayle Ermer 
germer@calvin.edu  

Beth Kroa 
Beth.kroa@bethelcollege.edu  

Lynn Billman 
Lynn.l.billman@gmail.com  

Alice Linsley 
aproeditor@gmail.com  

Pat Fitzgerald-Bocarsly 
ctouryan@gmail.com  

CWIS Board and Contacts 

General:  CWIS.ASA@gmail.com 
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Facebook – Please Like Us! 
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CWIS Blog  
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Lifting Up Stories 
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CWIS – Who Are We? (207 members) 

Christian Women in Science 

Source:  ASA member database as of 7/20/15 
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Source:  ASA member database as of 7/20/15 



How to Find CWIS 

• Webpage:  http://network.asa3.org/group/CWIS  

 

• Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianWomenInScience 

 

• Email:  CWIS.ASA@gmail.com 
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Women in the ASA 

Women in ASA 

Source:  ASA member database as of 7/19/15 plus Fellow information 

GOOD NEWS! 

MIXED NEWS 

6/1/2013 7/10/2014 7/19/2015

Members:  Male 1450 1438 1580

Members:  Female 320 401 556

Women as % of Total 18% 22% 26%

Fellows:  Male 167 171 154

Fellows:  Female 19 19 22

Women as % of Total 12% 11% 13%

Students:  Male n/a n/a 381

Students:  Female n/a n/a 358

Women as % of Total n/a n/a 48%

CWIS Members 0 118 207 GOOD NEWS! 

GOOD NEWS! 



Women on ASA Council 

• ASA Council has five members, rotating one/yr 

• Since 1983, we’ve struggled to retain one female 

among the five members each year 

• Could not find a female candidate for the Fall 

2015 election 

Women in ASA 
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How Can We Retain Students in ASA? 

• Nexus Forum! (to build connections; just launched) 

• Ask them (do a survey)? 

• Encourage the formation of campus-level ASA relationships? 

• Increase the amount of scholarship money to encourage SEC 

members to come to the annual conference? 

• Formalized networking opportunity at each annual conference? 

• Continue to have a “Plenary Speaker/SEC Member” social hour?  

• Offer a session or workshop at each annual conference on life/work 

issues? 

• Inform all SEC members about mentoring or mentor-like 

opportunities? 

• Maintain and expand a “Job Board”? 

• Improve the ASA online member database? 



Becoming a Fellow in ASA 

• Five years as REGULAR member (not student) 

• Strong accomplishments in at least two of these three 

areas: 

• Professional / technical achievements 

• Contributions to ASA (national or local chapter) 

• Contributions to faith/science discussions beyond ASA 



NEW! – Nexus Forum 
• A place to connect with other ASAers 

• Share with, and benefit from, fellow ASA members from all 

professions, perspectives, and life experiences.  

• Outgrowth of CWIS efforts 

• One new Topic each month 



One New Question Each Week 

 



Nexus Forum -- Potential Topics 

• Academia vs Industry 

• Career Stages 

• Graduate School/Post doc Life 

• Professional Expectations 

• Entrepreneurship 

• Maintaining Personal Balance 

• Life Stages/Decisions 

• First Generation College Student/Scientist 

• Faith and Work 

• Faith Journey 

• The Job Market 

• Identity/Self-Awareness 

• Cultural Challenges 

• Overcoming Roadblocks 

• Crisis, Grief, and Loss 

• Relationships and Family 

 



CWIS Next Year in California 

• Technical session/panel?  On what topic/theme? 

• Special local tour sponsored by CWIS?  For women only? 

(Friday) 

• Networking Lunch?  Hike? (Saturday) 

• “State of CWIS” meeting? (Saturday or Sunday evening) 

• Bible study/devotional time for women only? (Friday) 

• Something extra for women on Thursday? 

• Organize child care (bring the family)? 
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THANKS!   
Lynn L. Billman 

Lynn.L.Billman@gmail.com 
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