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Therefore each of you must
put off falsehood and
speak truthfully to your neighbor,
for we are all members of one body
(Ephesians 4:25, NIV).

The 2012 Conference will bring
ASA members together with leaders
in various communication industries.
These leaders will share their thoughts and
ideas about ways of using modern media
to communicate with the general public
regarding issues of science, faith, and
the interaction between the two.

Another major meeting theme
will address how the media, in general,
currently portrays Christians, scientists,
and scientists who are Christians, and,
to the extent that misconceptions exist,
how they can be changed.

Plenary Speaker
Rebecca Ver Straten-McSparran
Rebecca is the director and a professor at the LA Film Studies Center,
a program of the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities.
She speaks at conferences and universities, leads spiritual retreats, and
gave a Princeton Lecture in January, to be published this summer.
Last fall her article, Andrei Tarkovsky: Holy Cinema was published in the
CIVA journal, SEEN. Rebecca wrote a chapter in the book, Reframing
Theology and Film, edited by Robert K. Johnston and worked with him
on the revision of his book, Reel Spirituality. Currently she is working on
a PhD in philosophical theology and film at Kings College London.
She is on the Reel Spirituality Committee at Fuller Seminary and on the
boards of City of the Angels Film Festival (past director). Rebecca created
the Miracle Mile Art Walk, sponsored by LA County Museum of Art and
Mid City WEST Community Council, and until recently was elected head
of the arts council in that area of Los Angeles.
She was a pastor for 14 years, developed arts ministries and urban
ministries while a pastor, and planted a church for artists. Rebecca was
president of the interfaith council for the Wilshire area of Los Angeles for
four years. She received her Master of Divinity from Fuller Theological
Seminary and BA in philosophy with highest honors from Bethel University.

Plenary Speaker
Jack Johnson
John E. (Jack) Johnson obtained a BA in chemistry from Carthage College,
Kenosha, Wisconsin, in 1967 and his PhD in physical chemistry at Iowa
State University in 1972. Following post doctoral studies of virus structure
and function, he was on the faculty at Purdue University from 1978 to 1995
studying the structure of viruses with crystallography.
In 1995 Johnson moved to the Department of Molecular Biology at the
Scripps Research Institute in La Jolla, California. There his research
includes virus particle dynamics studied by mass spectrometry, cryoEM,
computational methods and spectroscopy as well as crystallographic
studies of viruses infecting mammals, insects, yeast and bacteria.
Johnson has over 300 publications that cover the structure (at near atomic
resolution) and function of 17 different viruses, as well as cryoEM and
solution x-ray scattering studies of particle dynamics. He currently holds
the Elden R. Strahm Chair in Structural Virology at the Scripps Research
Institute.

Plenary Speaker
Dean Nelson
Dean Nelson is the founder and director of the journalism program at
PLNU. He writes occasionally for the New York Times, the Boston Globe,
Christianity Today, Sojourners, and several other national publications. He
has won several awards from the Society of Professional Journalists for his
reporting, and has written or cowritten eleven books, mostly on spirituality
themes. Nelson is a frequent speaker at writing workshops and conducts
retreats that focus on spiritual depth.
In addition to directing the PLNU journalism program, Nelson also hosts the
annual Writer’s Symposium by the Sea, where prominent writers come to
discuss the craft of writing. Nelson has interviewed Amy Tan, Anne Lamott,
Gay Talese, Anchee Min, Ray Bradbury, George Plimpton, Otis Chandler,
Kathleen Norris, Donald Miller, Bill Moyers, Jim Wallis, Chitra Divakaruni,
Joseph Wambaugh, James Fallows, Barbara Brown Taylor, Eugene
Peterson, Philip Yancey and dozens of others. Many of those interviews are
viewable on UCSD-TV’s website.
Nelson came to San Diego from Minneapolis, where he was working as a
business reporter. He has a PhD in journalism from Ohio University in
Athens, Ohio, a master’s degree in journalism from the University of
Missouri at Columbia, and a bachelor’s degree in literature from
MidAmerica Nazarene University in Kansas City.

Plenary Speaker
Ralph Winter is a Hollywood film producer who has helped to produce blockbuster movies
such as the X-Men, Fantastic Four and Star Trek series as well as I, Robot and the first
remake of Planet of the Apes. His films have grossed collectively over $2 billion (USD).
Winter is also a partner in ThomasWinterCooke, which produces television commercials
and represents a number of commercial directors. He is a member of the Directors Guild
of America and the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and the Entertainment &
Tourism Management Advisory Board at the Mihaylo College of Business and Economics
at California State University, Fullerton. Winter has helped along such film schools as the
Veracity Project, Biola University, and lectured at Regent College, Vancouver.
A native of Glendale, California, Winter attended the University of California, Berkeley,
where he studied history. His first experience in production was producing training videos
for Broadway Department Stores. In 1978, Winter started working in the film business for
Paramount Pictures television, where he worked on Happy Days, Laverne & Shirley, and
Mork and Mindy. Following his experiences in television, he started working alongside
Harve Bennett on the Star Trek films.
Winter also is active in producing Christian movies, such as Thr3e, based on Ted
Dekker’s book, and Hangman’s Curse and The Visitation, both of which were novel-to-movie
creations written by Christian author Frank Peretti. Winter is a Presbyterian and his faith
influenced him to cooperate on a movie based on the Left Behind series of books, although
he left that project before it was completed. Recently, it was announced he is producing
a film version of C. S. Lewis’s The Screwtape Letters.

Plenary Speaker
Christopher Perez
Communications professional and educator Christopher Perez, APR has
counseled and assisted over 80 diverse clients throughout his 25-year career.
He owns and operates his own PR consultancy, and has held senior positions
at Euro RSCG, Fleishman-Hilliard, and Golin-Harris, some of the world’s largest
public relations firms. He has led strategic planning for PR, marketing and
reputation campaigns for some of the world’s largest brands, including Johnson &
Johnson, Toyota, Pioneer Electronics, Goodwill, Sprint, Anheuser-Busch, and the
American Cancer Society. He is currently contracted with Idea Hall, a leading
interactive marketing and design firm in Costa Mesa, California.
Chris is also an adjunct communications professor, currently with Chapman
University in Orange, California and formerly with California Baptist University in
Riverside, California. He has received numerous awards and commendations for
his work, and has earned the professional designation of Accreditation in Public
Relations (APR) by the Public Relations Society of America. He has Bachelor’s
Degree in Journalism/Public Relations from the University of Southern California.

Friday Morning Workshop
8:30 AM–12:00 PM
WORKSHOP 1: Christianity and the Scientific Revolution
Ted Davis, Leader
This workshop consists of two lectures, profusely illustrated with
slides, covering key aspects of Christianity and the Scientific
Revolution of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. According
to the traditional view, the Scientific Revolution involved profound
secularization, as the new science challenged the old religion and
drove it out of the center of European life and thought. Recent
scholarship in the history of science has led to fundamental
changes to this picture. Although modern science did challenge
Christian beliefs at several points, we now realize more fully that
religious beliefs and attitudes were instrumental to the construction
of modern science.

Davis reviews the main components of the Scientific Revolution
and relates each to specific aspects of Christianity, showing that
religion and science interacted in fascinating ways during the
Scientific Revolution.

Friday Afternoon Workshop
1:00 PM–4:30 PM
WORKSHOP 2: Coming Out Christian Online
Pamela Gay, Leader
Join this session for a frank discussion on the using the internet
to effectively share your convictions. It is often joked that you can be anyone on
the internet, and the truth is, any good internet communicator must develop a plan
for who they want to be when they are online, and how they will use the overabundance of new and social media options to communicate their ideas and
ideals.
In this session we will discuss how you can develop your own communications
strategy, the best practices in using various types of content—from words, to
images, to video—and how you can plug into existing communities and build
your own.
As part of this discussion, we will consider the culture wars that are currently
taking place within so many online communities, and discuss ways to realistically
work as a tentmaker online, and how to handle flame wars and religious bullying
when (not if) you encounter it.
P.S. Lap tops and tech questions welcome.

So You Have an Idea for a Movie:
Process, Opportunities, Pitfalls and Profound Stories
Moderator: Rebecca Ver Straten-McSparren
Rebecca is the director and a professor at the L.A. Film Studies
Center, a program of the Council for Christian Colleges and
Universities. She speaks at conferences and universities, leads
spiritual retreats, and gave a Princeton lecture in January, to be
published this summer. Last fall her article, ―Andrei Tarkovsky: Holy
Cinema,‖ was published in the CIVA journal SEEN. Rebecca wrote
a chapter in the book, Reframing Theology and Film, edited by Robert K.
Johnston and worked with him on the revision of his book, Reel Spirituality.
Currently she is working on a PhD in philosophical theology and film at
Kings College London. She is on the Reel Spirituality Committee at Fuller
Seminary and on the boards of City of the Angels Film Festival (past
director). Rebecca created the Miracle Mile Art Walk, sponsored by L.A.
County Museum of Art and Mid City WEST Community Council, and until
recently was elected head of the arts council in that area of Los Angeles.

So You Have an Idea for a Movie:
Process, Opportunities, Pitfalls and Profound Stories
Panelist: Dean Batali
Dean Batali worked as a writer on That 70s Show for
seven years, serving as an executive producer for the
show’s final season. He wrote for the initial two seasons
of Buffy, The Vampire Slayer, and has written for Duckman,
Hope and Gloria, The Half Hour News Hour, and The Adventures of Pete
and Pete. Recently, he was executive producer and showrunner for two
seasons of the Family Channel’s What’s Up, Warthogs.

Before coming to Los Angeles, Dean worked as an actor and playwright
for Taproot Theatre Company in Seattle, Washington, and has written and
produced numerous musical theater productions. He is a graduate of the
Evergreen State College in Olympia, Washington, and lives in La Crescenta
with his wife of 25 years, Beth, and two daughters, Erin and Katharine.

So You Have an Idea for a Movie:
Process, Opportunities, Pitfalls and Profound Stories
Panelist: Charles B. Slocum
Chuck Slocum works as Assistant Executive Director at the Writers Guild
of America (WGA), West, which represents screenwriters in Hollywood.
He is credited with finding the solution to end both major writers’ strikes
in Hollywood, saving the Writer's Guild over $200M.
Slocum is currently pursuing a PhD at Fuller Theological Seminary
in theology and culture. He previously received an MA in theology and the
arts from Fuller, pursuing an incarnational view of film. He also holds an
MBA in strategy from the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania
and a BA in television and radio from the Newhouse School at Syracuse
University.
Prior to the guild, Slocum worked in finance at Paramount Pictures, as a
game show judge for NBC Television, and in audience research at ABC
Television.

So You Have an Idea for a Movie:
Process, Opportunities, Pitfalls and Profound Stories
Panelist: Christina Lee Storm
Christina is an international independent producer who has
collaborated with filmmakers from around the world
predominately in Asia and the US. Her most recent producing
credits include The Least of These, To Save A Life, and Flesh:
Bought & Sold in the US, a documentary about the widely
overlooked, yet widespread practice of human trafficking in the
United States. Christina was Production Supervisor for the highly
acclaimed, 2012 Oscar-winning film The Artist.
As VP of International Production at Hong Kong-based film studio
Milkyway Image, Christina helmed the development department working
with local writers & directors and setting up co-productions. She is currently
Manager of Digital Production at Rhythm & Hues and works closely with
visual effects producers and digital producers to schedule, staff, and build
appropriate teams of digital artists for each in-house production.
Christina’s passion lies in producing films with distinctly profound
themes.

Saturday Movie and Panel Discussion
From the Dust: Conversations in Creation is a new
documentary film on science and Christian faith from
Highway Media and the BioLogos Foundation. With fresh
insight from some of the great theological minds of our
day and a candid examination of the biblical creation
narrative, From the Dust creates an unflinching context in
which to interact with new ideas and ancient narrative.
The film was crafted to frame the story of humankind’s
origins in a larger dialogue of how we read the scriptures,
how we regard scientific discovery, and how a person’s
search for his or her place in the universe often leads
down the narrow road of absolutes.
Director Ryan Pettey and producer Dean Smith hope that From the Dust stirs
a renewed vigor in the search for truth—both scientific and spiritual—and that
fruitful conversation and spirited dialogue will result from viewing the film.

Movie Panel Discussion
Panel Members:
David Vosburg, moderator
Associate Professor of Chemistry at Harvey Mudd College in Claremont,
California and consultant with BioLogos for use of From the Dust in campus
ministry.
Kathryn Applegate, panelist
Program director at BioLogos, administrator of the Evolution & Christian Faith
grants program, and computational cell biologist.
April Maskiewicz, panelist
Associate Professor of Biology at Point Loma Nazarene University and
featured in From the Dust.
Dean Smith, panelist
Producer of From the Dust and pastor of The Highway Community in Palo
Alto, California.

Sunday Worship
Mark Trotter earned his BA degree from Occidental College in
1955 and spent the next five years conducting seminary and
graduate studies at Boston University School of Theology.
Rev. Trotter’s Southern California preaching ministry in the United Methodist
Church included appointments in Glendale (1960–1963), Sierra Madre (1963–
1971), Anaheim (1971–1976), and finally, the First United Methodist Church of
San Diego, where he served as Senior Minister for 24 years until his retirement
in 2000. Shortly thereafter, he was appointed ―Preacher in Residence‖ at the
Episcopal Cathedral of St. Paul in San Diego, where he continues to serve
in that capacity.
In addition to writing three books (Grace All The Way Home, You Haven’t
Seen Anything Yet, and What Are You Waiting For?), Rev. Trotter has taught
and preached widely at churches, universities, seminaries, convocations, and
conferences throughout the nation. The city of San Diego has honored him
by designating a ―Mark Trotter Day,‖ the San Diego Press Club has presented
him its ―Headliner Award,‖ and US International University has awarded him
an honorary doctor of letters degree.
Currently, Reverend Trotter is a director of the Parker Foundation, a trustee
of Sharp Memorial Hospital, and a member of the Advisory Committee for
the Center for Ethics in Science and Technology.

Friday Field Trips

Balboa Park Museums and Gardens
Your one-day pass entitles you to visit any four of the park’s 14 museums

Home to more than 4,000 exotic, rare, and endangered animals and
a botanical garden that contains more than 4,500 species of exotic plants.

Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve
The reserve features 2,000 acres of land
as they were before San Diego was
developed—with the chaparral plant
community; the rare and elegant Torrey
pine trees; miles of unspoiled beaches;
a lagoon that is vital to migrating seabirds;
and steep cliffs, some of which reveal
45 millions of years of geological history.

USS Midway and Seaport Village
Experience for yourself what it was like to be part of a ―city at sea‖ through a selfguided audio tour of the USS Midway that includes 60 exhibits, 25 aircraft, flight
simulators, movies, climb-aboard aircraft, and more. Then take a short stroll along
the harbor to Seaport Village, where you can explore quaint shops and (usually)
be entertained by street performers.

Seaport Village

A trip to nearby Cabrillo National Park at the tip of the
Point Loma peninsula. Take a guided walking tour with
a Park Ranger, and then explore the Cabrillo tide pools.
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Many other interesting
destinations are all within
a 15–20 minute drive from
the PLNU campus,
including the following:

Coronado Island … where Presidents stay
when they visit San Diego
Hotel del Coronado

Scripps Institute of Oceanography,
Birch Aquarium and the Salk Institute

Old Town

And if you still need another reason to attend,
then just come for San Diego’s great July weather!

Average nightly temperature of 66oF
Average daytime temperature of 76oF
Average daytime humidity of ~65%

