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By: Lawrence C. Bell, Esq.
Time was the tools of our trade consisted of quill
pens and well bound books of good paper. To be
recorded, a document was presented to the clerk
who acted as a scrivener and transcribed (copied)
the contents of the document longhand into the
‘official record’. The original would then be
returned to the presenter. refinements in writing
instruments saw the demise of the quill pen (Latin
penna, meaning feather) but the handwritten
nature of recorded instruments continued until the
acceptance of "a machine for the impressing or
transcribing of letters singly or progressively one
after another" known as a ‘writing machine’ or
typewriter.
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The typewriter did cause quite a stir among the
purists who insisted that recording laws required
the clerk to transcribe a document into the official
record ‘by his own hand’. These types of disputes
were either settled by Courts deciding that a
typewriter satisfied the transcribing requirement or
by the modification of the underlying statutes to
allow typewritten entries. new Jersey was among
the latter, adopting a statutory provision in 1912
that provided where instruments were required to
be ‘in writing’, a transcription made in typewriting
‘shall have the same legal force, meaning and
effect as if made in handwriting’.
The next big change to hit the recording offices
was the development and availability of
photographic processes such as microfilm. it was
clear that to be recorded an instrument was
required to be transcribed, word for word, by
hand or by typewriting machine, so how could
this new fangled technologically advanced
process be considered an ‘official record’? The
Legislature silenced the critics with the stroke of a
pen [euphemistically speaking] allowing for the
use of any photostatic, photographic or other
mechanical process which produces a clear,
accurate and permanent copy or reproduction of
the original, provided that where photographic
methods are used, all instruments presented for
recording shall be typed, written or printed on
paper of sufficient quality to avoid bleed-through,
and be legible and clear so as to produce a good,
clear, legible photo recording.
Other notable changes evident in the record
rooms of the 21 new Jersey County
Clerk’s/register’s Offices included the
disappearance of searchers pulling books with a
cigarette dangling from their lips, but since that
has little or nothing to do with the advancement of
technology as applied to our record keeping
processes, we will just fast forward to the
appearance of the computer.
enter the computer, computerized indexing
technology, and the development of electronic
alternatives to paper documents. Could this be
the precursor to star Trek Transporter technology?
i don’t know about that, but i do know that the

national Conference of Commissioners on
uniform state Laws had the foresight to address
the application of this new emerging technology
and to propose a uniform electronic Transactions
act (ueTa) in order to focus national attention on
standardization and prevent fragmentation in
electronic commerce.
The ueTa provided for the legal recognition of
electronic records, electronic signatures and
electronic contracts by providing that a signature
or a contract could not be denied legal effect and
enforceability solely because it was in electronic
form and that if a law required a record to be in
writing or if a law required a signature, an
electronic record or electronic signature shall
satisfy the law. as of the present date, 47 states
have adopted the ueTa including new Jersey
where the law became effective in June of 2001,
codified at n.J.s.a. 12a:12-1 et seq. a federal
body of law has also been enacted, known as
electronic signatures in global and national
Commerce act (e-sign) at 15 u.s.C. 7001,
providing that a signature, contract, or other
record may not be denied legal effect, validity,
or enforceability solely because it is in
electronic form.
With the enactment of e-sign and the ueTa, the
new Jersey Law revision Commission went about
the substantial task of examining and revising the
existing new Jersey statutes applicable to the
recording of title documents. Their final report,
issued in november of 2003, proposed broad and
sweeping revisions that provided for the
development and use of systems that would allow
for recording of electronic documents without
disrupting the existing and ongoing processes of
recording documents. Based upon the Law
revision Commission report, senate Bill 1800
was introduced before the new Jersey Legislature
on september 27, 2004 which Bill received
substantial support from both the nJ legal and title
communities. despite active support, s.1800 did
not make it out of the senate Community and
urban affairs Committee when first introduced.
during the 2006-2007 Legislative session, the Bill
addressing the revision of the laws relating to title
recordation was again introduced as s1649 on
March 20, 2006. Backed by Primary sponsor
ronald L. rice and with the active support of the
Bar and title communities, the Bill passed in the
senate but did not make it out of Committee in the
assembly. reintroduced in the 2008-2009
Legislative session as s1027, the Bill would again
fail to move toward passage, but the 4th time was
the charm, when introduced as s88 in January of
2010 and substituted as assembly Bill 2565 three
months later.
after eight years of hard work and lobbying for
change, the new Jersey Bar and The new Jersey
Land Title association succeeded in fostering the
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modernization of our recording laws with
the passage of assembly Bill a2565, signed
into law on January 17th , with an effective
date of May 1, 2012. With thanks to
Primary sponsors assemblyman Patrick J.
diegnan and assemblywoman annette
Quijano and Co-sponsors assemblyman
Joseph V. egan, assemblyman Craig J.
Coughlin, assemblyman reed gusciora,
assemblyman John s. Wisniewski and
senators ronald L. rice, Linda r.
greenstein and Jennifer Beck, this revision
to the recording laws, codified at n.J.s.a.
46:26a, 26B, and 26C et seq.,
accomplishes several of the objectives
included in the november 2003 new Jersey
Law revision Commission report. The
future has arrived in new Jersey as to the
statutory basis for the electronic recording
of documents.
The new law requires the implementation of
a standardized cover page for indexing
purposes which use will become mandatory
within 5 years. The new Jersey division of
archives & record Management (darM)
shall create this form as well as establish
rules, standards, and procedures for all
recordings in collaboration with the local
county recording offices. The mandate is
for darM to adopt regulations that will
“foster state-wide uniformity” in title record-

ings as we move forward with the use of
electronic recording technology.
The new law also sets out a five year
timetable for considering implementation of
a per-document recording fee rather than a
per-page fee as has always existed for the
recording of paper documents. darM is
charged with creating the regulations under
which the county clerks and registers shall
report the number, type and charge associated with recording the various document
types and for providing reports including
actual average per document charges.
revised requirements and procedures for
the filing of maps, including major and
minor subdivision and roadway parcel
maps have been set forth in order to
standardize and facilitate electronic
map filings.
Of particular note are changes to the existing notice of settlement (nOs) law, including extending the 45 day effective period to
60 days; providing that a second nOs may
be filed for an additional 60 days of priority
protection; and providing for a discharge of
a notice of settlement in the event a nOs
must be cancelled on account of error or
the noticed deed or mortgage transaction
not proceeding. The statute provides a form

at n.J.s.a 46:26a-11(c). These changes to
the existing notice of settlement Law further enhance our ability to facilitate the
closing or settlement process in new Jersey
with a level of protection that virtually every
other state wishes they had.
additional new provisions in the law nclude
a requirement that all documents be recorded and indexed within two business days of
receipt by the county recording office and
that any documents that may be rejected be
sent back within three days of receipt.
since this new body of law does not take
effect until May 1, 2012 the notice of
settlement provisions outlined above will
not become effective until that time.
everyone should please check with their
own underwriters with any questions you
may have. a full copy of the advance Law
may be viewed here:

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2010/Bills/aL11/217_.Pdf

______________

LAWRENCE C. BELL is Vice President,
Senior Underwriter and Regional
Underwriting Counsel, Northeast/MidAtlantic Region, for Stewart Title Guaranty
Company. The opinions and views
expressed herein are solely those of the
author and not his employer or the NJLTA.

i MPOrTanT n OTiCe f rOM
PauLa s OLLaMi C OVeLLO , M erCer C OunTy CL erk
RE: New Recording Requirements for Mercer County Clerk’s Office/ New Computer System and Free On-line Searching
We have worked very hard over the past year to introduce a new computer system to the Mercer County Clerk’s Office for the recording
of land documents and other legal instruments.
This windows-based system, used in four other nJ Counties, is expected to be in place by late february, 2012 (replacing the current
system from 1997). some changes will be obvious to you, including the elimination of a cover page, which ultimately will save you
money on recording fees.
Other changes will impact the way you record. Therefore, we ask the following:
• We will require a 2” marginal space at the top of the first page of each document that will be recorded with our office,
beginning immediately. Because we will no longer use cover sheets in Mercer, documents will be stamped/endorsed with the
recording information.
• also, original documents will not have the book and page stamped on each page, as this will be done electronically now.
if you are to look the document up, this information would be seen on the image.
• The new recording system will eliminate the use of our current online search system, McPress, because it provides a
user-friendly search component. searching on this system will be free to users, eliminating a subscription fee. users will
still need to register and log-in, however. Please note that we will continue to use the sunrise e-recording portal which is
also used by 13 other new Jersey counties.
Thank you for your cooperation and your patience as we familiarize ourselves and users with the new system. We look forward to
hearing your feedback on the system as we move forward.
details will be announced for a training seminar for new users in the coming months for those interested in learning more. should you
have any further questions, please do not hesitate to call our recording office at (609)989-6464, or e-mail us at sanna@mercercounty.org.
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The Title Industry relies heavily upon the efforts and duties of the various County Clerks and Registers
to maintain land title records in such fashion allowing us to protect the property rights of New Jersey
citizens. Yet often overlooked and equally important is the role the Surrogates play in the transfer of
land titles. The Surrogates have been “taking the place of another” since 1710 when the Governor
received authority from the Archbishop of London to be the “ordinary or Surrogate General” to
probate wills, which authority he then bestowed upon others. Under the NJ Constitution of 1844,
Surrogates became constitutional officers and were elected. As Judges of the Probate Court, they are
the only elected Judges in New Jersey. A considerable amount of real property is transferred through
estates rather than deed conveyances. We decided to sit down with some Surrogates and take a closer
look at what they do, how they function and the significance of their work to the title industry and the
citizens of this State.
How long have you served as the Surrogate and how were you drawn to this work?
i am presently finishing my sixth year as surrogate. i was appointed as deputy surrogate in January
2001 for a five year term. upon retirement of the previous surrogate, i ran for the position and was
elected as surrogate in november of 2005. i again ran in 2010 and was reelected for another five year
term which will end december 31, 2015.

Nicki A. Burke,
Salem County Surrogate

during my years as a title searcher with Chelsea Title, i became friendly with the then deputy
surrogate, Mrs. Wood, who later was elected surrogate. Mrs. Wood had served in the surrogate’s
Court for more than 40 years when she retired in 2010. as a title searcher, i had daily contact with the
surrogate’s Court records and loved the history the office provided. in 2000, i was working with my
husband at our business, West Jersey Title agency, when i received a phone call from Mrs. Wood
asking if i would be interested in the position of deputy surrogate.
You are a judge of the Superior Court. How did you prepare yourself to deal with legal matters and
estate proceedings?
My 24 years in the title industry most definitely prepared me for the legal challenges i would face as
surrogate. as a title searcher you are starting at the root and learning the process of home ownership.
i use the knowledge of the laws that affect home ownership every day in estate matters. i also am an
avid reader and study the new Jersey rules of Court and statutes regarding estates on a regular basis.
i am also a very “hands on” person. There is not one area of work in my office that i don’t know how
to personally complete. i believe to be an effective surrogate you must not only have a thorough
knowledge of probate law, you must also know and understand the process from beginning to end.
At what point does an Estate matter leave your venue and move to a higher court?
The surrogate’s Court may not act in any matter which:
(1) a caveat has been filed with my office prior to the issuance of a judgment
(2) a doubt arises on the face of a will or a will has been lost or destroyed
(3) The application is to admit to probate a writing intended as a will
The death of a loved one many times creates quite strained relations in families. i find even the closest
of families have difficulty agreeing to distribution of their loved one’s estate, whether there is a will or
not. i find caveats are filed many times due to mistrust of other family members.
an example of doubt on the face of a will is some type of erasure or marking to that will that changes
distribution. When a marking is made i cannot place that will on record as i do not have the authority
to ascertain who made that marking.
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The third area has become more of a concern as many individuals do not have an understanding of
what constitutes a last will and testament. i am more frequent finding family members bringing
“written statements” to my office that they believe to be the last will and testament of their loved one.
unless the presented document contains the legal requirements per new Jersey law, i cannot place
the document on record and must advise them that the matter must be heard by the superior Court.

Most people who come to the Surrogate have just experienced a
personal tragedy and family loss. Unlike your counterparts in the
Clerk’s Office where the recording of a Deed is usually a happy
occasion, you and your staff service the public in possibly some of
the most vulnerable and emotional situations of their lives. How do
you prepare for this and how do you personally manage it over
time?
My mission since first starting in the surrogate’s Court, has been to
make the office accessible, friendly and informative. i have
frequent discussions with my staff to be sure they are well
informed, to go above and beyond in assisting families at this
difficult time. The families are experiencing heartbreak and now
are faced with paperwork that may seem insurmountable. i and
my staff and i go step by step through the process with each
family. i have created a folder for each family that details all the
information they are given during their visit. This folder contains
telephone numbers, websites, sample forms, agencies, etc., and a
reminder to contact my office with any question. i personally have
lost numerous family members and understand we are just not
ourselves during these times. i use my own experiences to
continually work to be sure i am providing all the information
these families will need to move forward with the required
paperwork as they deal with the loss of their loved one.
Privacy issues are of foremost concern for the public today.
Changes in the law have restricted access to records that used to
be available to the land title industry. Technology and the internet
have thrown open the doors to public information. Surrogate’s
Records are some of the last public records to be available on line.
How are you and your office dealing with the demand for access
to the Surrogate records while still maintaining the privacy
necessary under the law and within the duties of your position?
The surrogate’s Court records are judicial records and not subject
to the Open Public records act (OPra). The new Jersey rules of
Court simplify the process for me as surrogate as the rules clearly
outline what records are accessible to the general public.
Internet access has allowed many people to engage in “self help”
when drafting a Last Will & Testament as opposed to hiring an
attorney. Do you find that this has impacted your job as Surrogate
in any way?
absolutely! While i am an avid proponent of technology and
internet use, i find that much of the information on the internet is
confusing and not definitive enough for the lay person. each and
every person has a different situation and the internet does not
have the ability to ask all of the pertinent questions when deciding
what information should be included in all of your legal
documents. i have found over the last few years more frequent
presentations of “writings” that the individual thought was a legal
document, however contains almost none of the legal
requirements of a valid will for probate by my office.
Drawing on your years of experience, is there any specific advice
you can give readers regarding Estate matters?

i speak with groups on a consistent basis and advise first and
foremost: seek legal counsel for the preparation of your
documents. at the very least, every adult should have a Last Will
& Testament, durable Power of attorney and a Living Will, a/k/a
Medical directive.
do not take the well meaning advice of family and friends. i hear
on a daily basis, “my sister said that when her husband’s father
died they had to…..” What may have been the appropriate
relevance in one estate is not necessarily correct in another estate.
What is the biggest challenge facing you in your position today?
as is the same with most government offices, limited budgets and
staff. Because of the delicate nature of what my office does on a
daily basis, i continually work to provide services to make the
probate process easier. That is not always an easy task when you
must weigh your responsibility to keep operating expenses
minimal but also provide much needed assistance to the families.
Please tell our readers a little bit about your career in the
title industry.
i began my career in the title industry as a title searcher in salem
County for Chelsea Title in June of 1977. i went on from there to
work as a settlement clerk for my husband’s title agency, West
Jersey Title agency of salem County, leaving 24 years later in
2001 to take the position of deputy surrogate of salem County.
The years i spent working as a searcher gave me an understanding
of the relationship between the title industry and the County
Clerk’s and surrogate’s offices. This prior experience gives me a
unique insight on the importance of the probate records and how
they help in the orderly transfer of property in new Jersey. having
myself searched the records of the surrogate’s Office as an
abstractor, now, as the County surrogate, i have attempted to be
sure that my office makes the searching process easy and the
files are easily accessible for the abstractors as well as the
general public.
as a settlement clerk i developed friendships with the majority of
the attorneys in and around my county. These friendships have
developed into mutual respect and a working rapport that i believe
assists the families at these difficult times.
While i loved my time in the title industry, my true passion is with
the surrogate’s Court. On a daily basis, i have the ability to help
families at one of the most difficult times. i do not view my days as
dealing with death, but as assisting the living.
If you could make one change in the way your office services the
public at large, what would it be?
i opened a satellite office in 2004 to better serve the residents of
my county. if i had a larger staff, i would definitely open one or
two additional satellite offices, one of which i would make an
evening office to better accommodate our county residents.
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Va L u a B L e …
By: Joseph A. Grabas, CTP

When reviewing older deeds, have you ever wondered why they don’t reveal the actual
consideration and instead say “$1.00 and other good and Valuable Consideration?” how many
times have you read in some history or heard it said that the property was purchased for only
$1.00? The secret is hidden in the revenue stamps attached to these deeds.
Besides escaping centuries of religious intolerance, systemic poverty and oppression, our
ancestors came to america for relief from the unending cacophony of war. yet when we look
back on our american history, war assumes a very prominent role and has cost us much in life
and treasure. so how did we pay for all those wars? The answer is sTaMPs.
it was 1765 and england found itself in a tenuous economic situation. 7 years of war with
france had doubled the national debt up to £130,000,000 (about $23 Billion us in today’s
currency). Two years after the 1763 Treaty of Paris, england was in a desperate situation. so
england passed a tax on the american Colonies that required all documents to be printed on
specially embossed paper, produced only in england and to have a revenue stamp affixed
thereto. This included deeds, Contracts, newspapers and all other forms of legal documents.
as a matter of fact any document that did not have the stamp affixed would not be accepted in a
Court of law as valid.
The passage of the stamp act of 1765 was one of the seminal events in the american
independence movement. The colonists vehemently rose up and within 5 months time it was
repealed. The americans had cast off the specter of the revenue stamp banishing it from the
american landscape.
Or so they thought. in 1862, in the throes of a terrible Civil War, salmon P. Chase, secretary of
the Treasury, reached back in time and grabbed hold of the revenue stamp as a way to fund the
union war effort. They passed the revenue act of 1862 which increased taxes by establishing
the first federal income tax and requiring the use of adhesive revenue tax stamps on all sorts of
items, including deeds of conveyance. (it also created the Bureau of internal revenue, nka the
internal revenue service).
an example of the first issue of stamps for conveyances in 1862 is shown here with the picture
of george Washington. Modern title professionals would not be familiar with them as they were
used before the advent of the photocopier and instead handwritten notations are all that can be
seen in the land records.

The 1862 documentary stamp Tax was repealed in 1872, but the cost of the spanish american
War brought them back when reintroduced by secretary of the Treasury, Lyman J. gage, under
the Tax act of 1898. (Lyman’s face would show up on revenue stamps in the future) The us
has a long history in the use of revenue stamps on everything from Promissory notes, deeds,
stock Transfers and Bills of sale to Tobacco, Playing Cards, Perfumes, Matches, narcotics and
even Potatoes.
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The stamp seen here is a 10 cent
documentary revenue stamp series
O 1898, bearing the picture of the
uss Maine, which is affixed to a Title
search that was performed by the
Camden County register on October
28, 1898. not only did the deeds of
conveyance bear the revenue stamp,
so did the Title searches issued by the
registers and Clerks. This search is in
the personal collection of our
colleague Patrick Brennan and is the
oldest extant title search of which this
author is aware of. (If you know of
others, please let me know.) The fee charged by the register to perform the search was $9.97. it seems like a bargain when
compared to current title search costs. But when adjusted for inflation, $9.97 is today worth $226.00.
it was a short conflict with spain and by the end of 1902, documentary revenue stamps were once again repealed. But sure
enough in 1914 they came roaring back. unlike the Civil War and the spanish american War, this time it appears that the
Treasury saw the writing on the wall and started collecting stamp Tax revenue again, before the beginning of the next war.
although this time they did not stop.
The tax since 1862 was $1.00 for every $1000 of consideration paid in a deed. so a $12,000 conveyance would have $12.00
worth of us revenue stamps affixed to it. in July of 1940 the Tax was raised to $1.10 per thousand and remained at this rate
until 1968 when the federal government withdrew its documentary taxation. The state of new Jersey immediately stepped in
and instituted what we know today as the realty Transfer fee. it began at $1.00 per thousand and now stands at $5.80 per
thousand for the first $150,000 of consideration and increases exponentially from there up to $12.10 per thousand for
transactions in excess of $1,000,000.
With the advent of photocopiers in 1952,
the above stamps would have been the
first ones that Title searchers actually
saw, in black and white and negatively
exposed. The individuals pictured on the
stamps are all former secretaries of the
Treasury from the 19th century. salmon
P. Chase, who started it all in 1862,
would never appear on the revenue
stamps that he fathered, but would go on
to become the Chief Justice of the us
supreme Court and appear on the
$10,000 dollar bill.
so when you see an old deed from 1959
with $117.70 worth of stamps on it and
One dollar and other good and
Valuable Consideration, you will know
that the actual sum paid for the property
was $107,000 and that the transfer
helped pay for the korean War and/or
possibly the Vietnam War. real estate
has always been recognized as the
cornerstone of our economy, but who
knew that our national defense relied in
part on the good and valuable
consideration paid for its transfer?
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a n ag e n T ’ s P e r s P e C T i V e :
BaC k i n O u r T r u s T y M O d e L - T
By: George A. Stickel, Esq.
according to legend, henry ford told patrons they could buy a new Model-T automobile in any color they wanted, so long as that
color was black. similarly, for many years, nJLTa members were told that their convention could be anywhere they wanted it to be,
so long as that location was seaview Country Club in galloway Township, nJ.
fast forward to 2012 and we are comfortably back at seaview. We’ve been away far too long.
since the last seaview convention the nJLTa has traveled quite a bit. a couple of those conventions i associate with the chairperson
of the event. for obvious reasons i will always consider Terry swope as the nJLTa Cruise director and Beth Way as the “friend of
Mickey”. here are my five favorite conventions.
Terry swope’s 1997 Cruise Convention from Miami to the Bahamas on royal Caribbean’s sovereign of the seas is my number one
adventure with the nJLTa. This was my first cruise vacation, which made it very special for me. i vividly recall al santoro grabbing
the podium for stability during his opening remarks declaring he’d had nothing to drink as the ship lurched toward nassau. That trip
included the first and only nJLTa Lightning Bolt Volleyball Classic.
Cooperstown in 2000. There are certain days when i view my job as difficult. Then i remember, from my visit to the Baseball hall of
fame, how Jackie robinson needed to have iron plates sewn into his cap to avoid being killed in the days before batting helmets and
tolerance. This was also the convention where we were serenaded by Tom Chapin and his band. and Mayor ed koch, 75 years old
and 10 years out of office, spent the entire convention with us, signing his book and graciously posing for pictures.
speaking of posing for pictures, who does not enjoy posing with Mickey Mouse? in 2002 we traveled to disneyworld in Orlando.
We were treated to private, exclusive opportunities for pictures and autograph signings with Mickey, Minnie, Buzz Lightyear, Woody,
Cinderella, Prince Charming, Peter Pan and Captain hook. Two disney stilt walkers led our membership as we strolled from the
Pleasure island ice breaker to the Cirque du soleil theater for a performance of La nouba. This was truly the happiest nJLTa
convention and we have Beth Way to thank.
allen exelby’s convention in Princeton, new Jersey was a favorite of mine because i could enjoy everything about the convention, and
still sleep in my own bed at night. and although i live in the area, i had never, up until then, enjoyed dinner at the Peacock inn. and
what’s not to like about afternoon ice cream snacks during the education seminar breaks.
Then there was the bold experiment of a joint convention with the Pennsylvania Land Title association in Williamsburg in 2009.
austerity breeds strange bedfellows. We discovered there was more separating our associations than just the delaware river. By
celebrating together we honed a spirit of collegiality. and the Williamsburg Lodge was a prime destination hotel within easy walking
distance of the historic area. The nJLTa had also visited Williamsburg for the convention some years before and i vividly recall that 5
hour drive in torrential rainfall the entire way. upon arriving at that year’s hotel, located about a mile from the historic area, i was
determined to exercise my stiff legs in spite of the weather. i jogged in the warm tropical rainstorm from our hotel, up and through the
historic district and back; my favorite start to any of the conventions; exhausted but fit.
i’ve not included the trips to Boca or Bermuda or Montreal on this list because i was not able to attend those years although i have to
admit i regret missing such fine locations. and although i did attend hershey and annapolis, Mystic and newport, the equinox and
nemacolin, and they are all worthy of recognition, i’m limiting myself to only five favorites.
so, what has huddleston planned for us at seaview this year? Will this become one of your favorite conventions? What memories
will this year’s convention provide for you? you won’t know unless you attend.
and for 2013, the renaissance Marriott at inner harbor, Baltimore looks fantastic, just from the hotel pictures alone.
do you have a personal favorite resort you would like to be considered for an upcoming nJLTa convention? What location would
assure your attendance? Where could the nJLTa take you as a starting point for your own personal adventure? Let me know and i
would be pleased to pass your suggestions along to the powers that be.
_______________________
George A. Stickel, Esq. is a Third Generation, 40 year veteran of the title industry. He is President of Stickel Title Agency in
Pennington, New Jersey. George is a member of the NJLTA Agency Section Management Board and a contributing writer to The
Advocate. George hopes to see you at Seaview June 3 to 5, 2012 and in Baltimore, June 9 to 11, 2013.
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2013

Renaissance Hotel, Baltimore, MD
Andrew Pitman

2001

Newport, RI
Gary Ham

1989

Seaview Country Club, Galloway, NJ
Mary Ann Tomanelli

2012

Seaview Resort and Spa, Absecon, NJ
Mike Huddleston

2000

The Otesaga Hotel, Cooperstown, NY
Mike Grant

1988

Mountain Laurel Hotel, PA
Rick Wilson

2011

Crystal Springs Resort, Hamburg, NJ
Amy Holder

1999

Nemacolin Woodlands, PA
Larry Bell

1987

Seaview Country Club, Galloway, NJ
Roger Blauvelt

2010

The Sagamore, Lake George, NY
Bill DeAscentiis

1998

Princeton, NJ
Allen Exelby

1986

Concord Resort Hotel, Catskills, NY
Isi Teitelbaum

2009

Colonial Williamsburg, VA
Danny May

1997

1985

Seaview Country Club, Galloway, NJ
Clark Cornwell

2008

Hershey Lodge, PA
Richard Eland

RCCL Sovereign of the Seas,
Bahamas
Terry Swope

1996

1984

Seaview Country Club, Galloway, NJ
Frank Melchior

2007

Annapolis, MD
Kevin Cairns

Newport, RI
Joe Grabas

1995

1983

Seaview Country Club, Galloway, NJ
Elnora Hartman

2006

Skytop Lodge, PA
Carl Samson

Kiawah Island, SC
Al Santoro

1994

1982

Seaview Country Club, Galloway, NJ
Harry Hayes

2005

Montreal, Canada
Elissa Buonarota

Bermuda
Len Rossetti

1993

1981

Seaview Country Club, Galloway, NJ
William Loughnane

2004

The Breakers, Boca Raton, FL
Mike Kehoe

Mystic, CT
Nancy Koch

1992

1980

Seaview Country Club, Galloway, NJ
Joe Santosuosso

2003

The Equinox Resort, VT
Maureen Crowley

Colonial Williamsburg, VA
Lydia Fowler

1991

1979

Seaview Country Club, Galloway, NJ
John Nolen

2002

DisneyWorld, FL
Beth Way

Harrah’s Marina, Atlantic City, NJ
Larry Usignol

1990

Seaview Country Club, Galloway, NJ
Charlie Harvey

1978

Seaview Country Club, Galloway, NJ
Eugene Whitaker

2012 COnVenTiOn
SEE YOU AT THE SEAVIEW!
sunday, June 3rd 2012 will see the start of the 90th nJLTa annual Convention. This year, we
are returning to our “title convention roots”, namely the beautiful seaview resort in galloway,
new Jersey.
Located a mere eight miles from atlantic City, the seaview resort boasts beautiful grounds,
two golf courses, an indoor and an outdoor pool and many more amenities, including the
elizabeth arden red door spa. The seaview is an historic hotel tracing its roots, as we can in
title insurance, back to the 19th century. it exudes the charm of an era gone by. To see all the
seaview has to offer, go to www.dolceseaview.com.
Our stay will start with the second annual Charity golf Outing. The beneficiary of this year’s
golf event will be the Monmouth Medical Center foundation for the Benefit of Prostate
Cancer Treatment. additional information about tee times, costs, as well as sponsorship and
donation opportunities is located elsewhere in this issue.
if you choose not to golf on sunday, you can go to the Bay Course to watch the final round of
the shop rite LPga Classic. This three day 54 hole ladies professional golf event is held
yearly at seaview. The final day of this event will be sunday, June 3rd. it will feature 144 of
the world’s finest women golfers.
sunday evening please join us at the “Boardwalk”. Our Jersey shore food festival will feature
the games of chance found on the atlantic City and other Boardwalks up and down the Jersey
shore. Be sure to see our sponsors and show them your ugly shirt. They will be deciding on
the ugliest shirt in attendance! There will be live entertainment for your dancing and listening
pleasure.
Monday morning will be our general meeting session with the Board of governors and the
agency section meetings as well as an informative and insightful talk by our aLTa guest.
Continuing education classes will also be held – giving you the opportunity to earn 4 credits.
Monday evening will be our gala Banquet and installation of new officers as well as a
sumptuous dinner and dancing. Once again, keeping with our beach theme – the dress will
be “beach formal”.
Tuesday morning we will wrap things up with breakfast, sports awards and the convention
wrap up photo montage.
We hope you can join us for what will be an informative, insightful and most of all fun
annual meeting.
see you at the seaview,

Michael

Michael Huddleston, Chairman

12 |

2 0 1 2 C O n V e n T i O n a g e n da
90th Annual New Jersey Land Title Association Convention
Seaview, Galloway, New Jersey
Sunday, June 3, 2012 – Tuesday, June 5, 2012
Sunday, June 3, 2012
11:00 aM - 5:00 PM
11:00 PM - 12:30 PM
12:30 PM
6:00 PM - 11:00 PM
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM
all day

Convention registration
Charity golf registration
Charity golf shotgun start
Boardwalk games and fun
Cocktail hour
Jersey shore food festival
shop rite Classic LPga golf Tournament –
Bay Course

Monday, June 4, 2012
7:30 aM – 9:00 aM
7:45 aM – 8:30 aM
8:30 aM - 9:00 aM
9:15 aM – 11:15 aM
11:15 aM – 1:15 PM
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
7:30 PM – 10:30 PM

Buffet Breakfast
nJLTa Board of governors Meeting/
nJLTa agency section Meeting
aLTa speaker
“round robin” seminar - 2 hour courses
“round robin” seminar - 2 hour courses
President’s reception / Cocktail hour
Beach formal gala

Tuesday, June 5, 2012
9:00 aM - 11:00 aM

Buffet Breakfast
sports awards, donation Presentation,
Photo Convention Wrap up

What is Beach Formal Attire?
Beach formal generally indicates that the event will be outside on the beach. The very first
thing to consider is the weather – is it going to be really hot or a little cool? Will it be
windy (since you’ll be close to the water)? Will it be super sunny?
For ladies – a more formal summer sundress with flat sandals or comfortable heels as long
as the event is indoors, or a nice light top-sleeveless, strappy, tank top or whatever, but a
little on the dressy side. Paired with a long, filmy, wrap-around skirt or one of the jagged
hemline skirts that are popular or long flowing pants. if you want a nice scarf over the
shoulders or a sheer type shawl.
For men – a summer suit or possibly a hawaiian style shirt and long pants, a white tropical
linen or dress cotton shirt or light chinos, or white 'beach boy' pants. no ties needed.
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n J LTa a n n u a L C O n V e n T i O n r e g i s T r aT i O n
nJLTa annual Convention

Seaview Resort

www.dolceseaview.com
401 south new york road, galloway, new Jersey
Sunday, June 3, 2012 through Tuesday, June 5, 2012

Primary Registrant
full name: ____________________________________________________________________________________
name to appear on Badge: ______________________________________________________________________
Organization: _________________________________________________________________________________
street address: _________________________________________________________________________________
City, state, Zip Code: ___________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________ e-Mail address: ______________________________________________
shirt size (Circle One)

small

Medium

Large

extra Large

XX Large

Spouse / Guest
full name: ___________________________________________________________________________
name to appear on Badge: ______________________________________________________________
shirt size (Circle One)

small

Medium

Large

extra Large

XX Large

Beach Formal Gala Dinner Selection
Primary Registrant:
filet Mignon with Port
Wine demi glace _____

Chicken Piccata with Lemon,
Pinot grigio & Caper sauce _____

red snapper & Wonton
shrimp in kaffir Lime Broth _____

Chicken Piccata with Lemon,
Pinot grigio & Caper sauce _____

red snapper & Wonton
shrimp in kaffir Lime Broth _____

Spouse / Guest:
filet Mignon with Port
Wine demi glace _____

Registration Fees*
delegate / agency / affiliate Member

_____ @ $300.00

___________

non-Member

_____ @ $400.00

___________

spouse / guest (non-industry)

_____ @ $150.00

___________

Subtotal

___________

Charity Golf Outing – Sunday, June 3, 2012
golf

_____ @ $165.00

___________

golf & Jersey shore food festival**
**non-Convention attendees only

_____ @ $215.00

___________

_____ @ FREE

___________

Tickets to shop rite LPga Classic
(Sunday, June 3 ONLY)
Total Enclosed

___________
* Your Registration Fee includes two (2) dinners, two (2) breakfasts, entertainment,
four (4) continuing education credits, taxes, gratuities, and much much more!

To reserve your room contact seaview directly at 609-652-1800. rooms are $189.00 per night plus taxes and
fees. Be sure to mention you are with the new Jersey Land Title association to receive this special rate.
PLEASE NOTE: All rooms must be reserved by May 10, 2012.
Please make your check payable to: New Jersey Land Title Association
(Sorry – no credit cards can be accepted at this time)

Mail to: Trans-County Title agency, LLC
attn: Michael huddleston
197 route 18 south, suite 207 north
east Brunswick, new Jersey 08816
QUESTIONS: Please contact Michael huddleston at hud@transcounty.com
Please mail your registration form and fee no later than May 1, 2012

See you at the Seaview!

n J LTa C h a r i T y g O L f O u T i n g r e g i s T r aT i O n
2nd Annual NJLTA Charity Golf Outing
Benefiting

Monmouth Medical Center foundation
to Benefit Prostate Cancer Treatment
Sunday, June 3, 2012 at 12:30 PM

seaview golf resort – Pines Course
401 south new york road, galloway, new Jersey

name: ________________________________________________________________________________
e-mail address: ________________________________________________________________________
shirt size (Circle One)

small

Medium

Large

extra Large

XX Large

golfing with:
1. ____________________________________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________________________________________________
golf

_____ at $165.00 per person =

$__________

Jersey shore food festival

_____ at $50.00 per person =

$__________*

Total Enclosed:

$__________

*Convention Attendees: Jersey Shore Food Festival is included with your convention registration.

n J LTa C h a r i T y g O L f O u T i n g s P O n s O r s h i P
HELP US HELP THOSE WITH PROSTATE CANCER!
BeCOMe a sPOnsOr TO The nJLTa ChariTy gOLf OuTing
100% of All Money Raised Will Be Donated to
Monmouth Medical Center Foundation to
Benefit Prostate Cancer Treatment
Sunday, June 3, 2012

seaview golf resort – Pines Course
401 south new york road, galloway, new Jersey
_____

Course Refreshment Sponsor

$1,000.00

Includes Recognition on Refreshment Carts and on Sponsor Board.

_____

Driving Range Sponsor

$250.00

Includes Recognition located at the Driving Range and on Sponsor Board.

_____

Putting Green Sponsor

$250.00

Includes Recognition at the Putting Green and on Sponsor Board.

_____

Closest to the Pin Sponsor

$250.00

Includes Recognition located at the Hole and on Sponsor Board.

_____

Straightest Drive Sponsor

$250.00

Includes Recognition located at the Hole and on Sponsor Board.

_____

Longest Drive Sponsor

$250.00

Includes Recognition located at the Hole and on Sponsor Board.

_____

Tee/Green Sign Sponsor

$100.00

Includes Recognition located at the Hole and on Sponsor Board.

sponsor name: ________________________________________________________________________
name to appear on sponsor Board (if different):_____________________________________________
address, City, state Zip: _________________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________ e-mail: _____________________________________________
Please make your check payable to: New Jersey Land Title Association
Mail to:

Trans-County Title agency, LLC, attn: golf Outing
197 route 18 south, suite 207 north, east Brunswick, new Jersey 08816

n e W J e r s e y L a n d T i T L e a s s O C i aT i O n M e M B e r s h i P
Calling All Agents:
are you a member of the new Jersey Land Title association? if your answer is yes, we
thank you for your support. if your answer is no, we ask “why not”? do you know what
the new Jersey Land Title association does? Those of you who are not members may be
unaware of the great services and benefits provided by the nJLTa to the title insurance
industry.
as we’re sure you know most people do not understand the importance and the value of
our industry. The only way that will change is if all of us get involved and stand up for not
just our profession, but also our livelihoods. The members of the nJLTa do just that every
day. The nJLTa is the only organization that gives our industry a voice in Trenton, with
law makers, the department of Banking and insurance and countless other organizations.
as individual voices we cannot get much done but, as a group Trenton does listen.
The nJLTa membership regularly reviews and where necessary, fights proposals and other
threats to our industry and has been doing so for many years. The nJLTa is the only
organization watching out for our bottom line in new Jersey. We regularly meet with
elected officials in order to make them aware of our industry and its positions on matters;
we attend hearings to make our positions known; we have built alliances with other
organizations and bar associations to further solidify our industry. We cannot do this alone!
We need agents like you for your voice, your thoughts, and your opinions! unfortunately,
unless you are involved your voice cannot be heard, and others will be making the
decisions that affect your bottom line every day!
The nJLTa runs on member dollars and needs your support. in an uncertain real estate
market spending more money may seem counterintuitive. however, your $250.00 yearly
membership brings you much more than just an organization looking out for your best
interest and allowing your voice to be heard, it brings you all of the following benefits:
• at least two free continuing education seminars a year which you and all of the
members of your staff may also attend free of charge based upon your agency’s
membership (you’d better hurry our next seminar is being held on March 27, 2012);
• your company will be listed on the website where individuals can “find an agent”
based on location (www.njlta.org - check it out!), as well as a listing in the
association directory;
• The advocate, a publication seeking to keep title insurance professionals aware of
happenings at state and federal levels that may impact your business;
• reduced room and registration fees to the annual convention as well as a $250.00
rebate from the agency section for each member agency that attends (yep that’s
right, if you attend the convention your membership is free for the year!)
• a professional lobbyist for state and regulatory measures;
• access to the best and brightest minds in the industry; and
• as a 501 (c) (6) not for profit trade organization up to 65% of your dues are
a tax deductible business expense!
The question is can you afford not to join? We have attached for your completion a
membership application. We urge you to complete this application and send it in as soon
as possible so that you and your agency will have the benefit of what the nJLTa can do
for you.
Very truly yours,

Steven Goldstein & Casey M. Brown
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ag e n C y s e C T i O n r e P O rT
The agency section held its most recent membership meeting on January 24, 2012 at the holiday inn
in east Windsor. immediately following the meeting a 3 credit education seminar (free to members)
on advanced Judicial Proceedings was presented by Title academy of new Jersey and sponsored by
signature information solutions.
agency section dues notices were recently e-mailed. The dues remain at $250.00 again this year.
any agency not receiving an e-mail requesting payment of dues should contact a member of the
agency section Board. a snail-mail dues notice will go out to unpaid members in the middle of
february.
The agency section will again be offering a $250.00 rebate to each agency registering for and attending
the nJLTa annual meeting at seaview in June. Pay your $250.00 dues and then get them back!
The agency section is seeking nominees for its Management Board. any members of the agency
section who would like to participate more fully in the section’s activities are encouraged to contact
Chairman steven goldstein at Trans-County Title. a slate of nominees will be offered at the
membership meeting on March 27, 2012 with the actual vote to be held at the nJLTa annual meeting
at seaview.
al santoro encourages agents to consider attending the aLTa federal Conference and Lobby days in
Washington, d.C. on May 6 to 9, 2012. Last year there were new Jersey legislators interested in
talking to members of our industry, but, unfortunately, there were not enough of our members in
attendance to fill all the requests. help us to get the word out to our legislators about the service we
provide to consumers by attending in May. additional information is available on the aLTa website,
or by contacting al santoro at alsantoro@titleesq.com.
Membership in the section now stands at 153 agencies. in an effort to add membership, a “mixer” for
non-members has been proposed with details to follow.
Congratulations to Trustee anthony floria-Callori and his wife Lindsay. These first-time parents
welcomed little Colton Joseph floria-Callori on January 23, 2012 at 11:44PM. anthony can be
forgiven for missing our meeting on January 24!
The next meeting of the agency section will be held on March 27, 2012 at 2:30PM at the holiday inn
in east Windsor. following, at 4PM, will be an education seminar, free to paid members.

a LTa a d V O C a C y u P daT e
ALTA Receives Response to Joint Trades Letter on New
RESPA/TILA Regulations
On January 31, Consumer financial Protection Bureau director
richard Cordray responded to the January 27 letter that aLTa
sent along with ten other real estate trade associations urging
that the Bureau adopt an expanded rulemaking process to
provide industry the opportunity to offer feedback on the new
mortgage disclosure regulations two times, instead of just once.
The letter also asked the Bureau to publicly announce that a
small Business advocacy review panel be convened to ensure
that the forms and accompanying regulation does not burden
small businesses. (according to internal research, over 88% of
aLTa members meet the definition of a small business by
having less than $7 million in annual revenue).
ALTA Provides CFPB Recommendations from Settlement
Software Providers
On friday, aLTa wrote to CfPB staff with information from two
of the leading title insurance and real estate settlement software
providers who believe that it would take 12-14 months of
development time and cost between $1.5 and $2 million per
provider to redesign software systems to implement the new
resPa/TiLa disclosures.
The letter also said that, "To reduce development costs and
implementation hurdles, software providers recommend that
CfPB consider the following steps as it develops the settlement
disclosure form drafts and the accompanying regulations,"
including: maintaining line numbers from the current hud-1,
not reorder sections in the form, provide clear regulations on
whether a data field is fixed or variable and where data must
appear on the form in addition to other questions.
ALTA News
Our 2012 Business strategies Conference in Louisville (March
25-27) is fast approaching. Whether you are an agent,
underwriter, attorney or escrow officer, it's time everyone
involved in the settlement process raise the bar in how deals are
handled. not only will this help improve your bottom line, it
will ultimately help prove the industry's value to customers,
regulators and legislators. The sessions at aLTa's 2012 Business
strategies Conference have been constructed to help attendees
raise business standards and promote professionalism in the
industry. i encourage you to register and get involved in
building a better industry. register by february 24 to get
early-bird pricing.
ALTA Meets with CFPB Deputy Director Raj Date
On top of our agenda last Tuesday, was a meeting with director
Cordray's deputy, raj date (note: raj rhymes with Taj. date is
pronounced dah-Tay), who until last month had been acting
director of the Bureau. Overall the meeting was positive. Chris,
frank and Joe did a great job drilling home our key message that
aLTa members are the only people working in the trenches with
consumers every day, performing real estate closings, providing
the hud-1 settlement disclosure to consumers and answering
consumers' questions. They got the message across that our
number one goal is for this revision of the resPa/TiLa forms to
be successful (because an educated consumer makes your
job easier).
during the meeting, we had two major asks, 1) for the Bureau to
provide the public with an opportunity to review and provide
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comment on the regulations before the July 21st deadline; and
2) fix the disclosure of Owners' Title insurance on the
application stage disclosure that will replace the gfe.
Mr. date and his staff stated that the Bureau has begun the
process of writing the regulations that will govern the new
disclosure forms and that they are looking at ways to leverage
the small Business advocacy review panel process to obtain
public feedback on the rule. White they were hesitant to affirm
that they would give aLTa a chance to review the proposal, and
give us a date certain for that release, they stated that the small
business panel is a natural inflection point for seeking broad
public feedback on the draft regulation. They asked aLTa and
other trades to be patient with them because they are still trying
to figure out how to juggle their desire to be open and
transparent in the regulatory process with the requirements of
federal law.
On our second ask, Chris and frank made a strong appeal to
Mr. date that if their goal is to better educate and prepare the
consumer, that they should not prejudice consumers against
products that protect their interests, such as owners title
insurance. Chris told Mr. date that by describing the product as
"optional" or "not required" the Bureau is signaling to the
consumer that they do not need to purchase the product.
deputy director date hinted that the term "optional" was here to
stay and suggested that it would be a good incentive for the
industry to market the product more directly to consumers.
State Attorneys General Reach $25 Billion Settlement with
Major Mortgage Servicers
after over a year of tense negotiations with the nation's five
largest servicers, 49 state attorneys general (the only state not to
participate is Oklahoma) and federal regulators forged a $25
billion settlement agreement to address liability for foreclosure
irregularities that came to light in late 2010. While the
settlement will put to bed some uncertainty surrounding damage
done by robo-signing, it not likely to bring a major boost to the
housing market.
Treasury to Hold Short Sale Outreach Events for
Real Estate Industry
starting february 22, 2012, the Treasury department will begin
holding Making home affordable "help for homeowners"
outreach events across the country for real estate professionals
wanting to learn more about the Treasury department's home
affordable foreclosure alternatives (hafa) program.
What more can the federal reserve do to help the housing
market? not much was the answer given by federal reserve
Chairman Ben Bernanke at the national association of home
Builders' international Builders show.
Consumer sentiment for u.s. home prices continues to improve
according to fannie Mae. according to the monthly survey,
consumers expect home prices to increase by 1 percent over the
next 12 months, and mortgage rates to remain at record lows.
This marks the third month in a row the report was positive.
"The federal reserve's pledge to keep interest rates low beyond
2014, extending their prior time frame of mid-2013 announced
in the summer, appears to have been reflected in the rising share
of consumers expecting the rate to remain near record low
levels for another year," said doug duncan, VP and chief
economist for fannie Mae.

T h e a d V O C aT e r e W i n d
The advocate is looking back! We have seen a lot in the past ten years. We thought we
would look back about ten years to see where some key statistics were and where they
are today:
A 30 year fixed rate mortgage:
• in 2002 - 6.56%
• according to Bankrate.com – the interest rate for a 30 year fixed on
february 6, 2012 – was 3.88% !
Median home prices in New Jersey – what happened in ten years?
• according to Zillow - 2002 new Jersey - $203,000
• 2012 new Jersey - $254,600 (2006 it was $358,000!)
And how was the unemployment rate?
• unemployment rate in March of 2002 was 5.6%
• unemployment rate in January of 2012 was 8.3%
What did it cost to fill our tanks?
• in January 2002: $1.139
• in January 2012 - we saw $3.39 a gallon for the average price of regular
unleaded gasoline
What was the consumer price index for the Northeast according to the United
States Bureau of Labor and Statistics ?
• in december 2001 – 184.2
• in december 2011 – 241.987
About Food:
i think we all know that the price of food has gone up. The information below sheds light
on just how much. Below are some food items and their costs in 2001- vs. 2011information was compiled from the united state department Labor statistics :
Food Item

2001

2011

Percent
Difference

eggs, grade a, large, per doz.

0.925

1.874

50.64%

flour, white, all purpose, per lb. (453.6 gm)

0.282

0.51

44.71%

ground beef, 100% beef, per lb.

1.713

2.921

41.36%

apples, red delicious, per lb. (453.6 gm)

0.893

1.266

29.46%

Milk, fresh, whole, fortified, per gal. (3.8 lit)

2.895

3.565

18.79%

Chicken, fresh, whole, per lb. (453.6 gm)

1.109

1.34

17.24%

and what was the advocate “talking” about in april 2002? “nJLTa Organizing a grass
roots Campaign” – was the headline with then president of the nJLTa, Michael grant as
the author. The article included information on how the nJLTa members can get involved
in legislative issues impacting the title industry. The article suggested that, “What our
association needs to do while the state government is reorganizing is organize a grass roots
lobbying effort.”
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1 http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/a0908373.html
2 http://www.bankrate.com/
3 http://www.zillow.com/local-info/nJ-homevalue/r_40/#metric=mt%3d34%26dt%3d1%26tp%3d6%26rt%3d14%26r%3d40%252C395164%252C394348%252C395193
%26el%3d0
4 http://www.bankrate.com/brm/news/mtg/20020715a.asp
5 http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.php?lid=280&type=student
6 http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/02/03/usa-economy-idusL2e8d32fC20120203
7 read more: http://wiki.answers.com/Q/What_were_the_gas_prices_on_January_2002#ixzz1jv6wgTTZ
8 http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-01-19/consumer-comfort-in-u-s-retreats-as-gasoline-prices-climb.html
9 http://data.bls.gov/timeseries/Cuur0100sa0?data_tool=Xgtable
10 http://www.bls.gov/ro3/apmw.htm

n O Ta r y Q u i Z
Is Three A Crowd?
SITUATION: an elderly man requests that you notarize a document. he has
brought his daughter along and she speaks up every time you ask the man a
question. The purpose of your questions are to verify his willingness and awareness
in the execution of the document but all you hear is from the daughter, “yes my
father understands,” “yes my father wants to sign,” and “no my father isn’t
confused”. Meanwhile the man seems doubtful and pressured, yet he doesn’t say
he’s reluctant to sign. should you continue with this notarization?
ANSWER: no. anytime a signer appears unduly influenced by a third party you
should refuse to continue the notarization. you should ask the third party to leave
the room so you can speak to the signer privately. if the third party refuses to do so,
then politely tell the signer to return when he can personally and independently
communicate his thoughts to you.

dOBi TWeaks LiCensing regs
effective february 6, 2012, new rule n.J.a.C. 11:17-1.3 requires the use of the “national
insurance producer database of the naiC (through the national insurance Producer
registry), or any other equivalent uniform national database, for the licensure of an
individual or entity as an insurance producer and for the renewal of such license.” 1The
purpose of the rule change was to conform new Jersey regulation of surplus lines insurance
to federal requirements, but the new rule and the licensing procedure applies to all lines of
insurance, including title.
But don’t worry; you don’t have any new hoops to jump through. This new regulation
codifies what has been the practice and procedure of the department of Banking and
insurance for the past several years. anyone holding a title producer license has probably
already used the national data base, through the national insurance Producer registry,
when applying for or renewing his or her current license. This new regulation does not
change dOBi’s existing procedure. you can keep abreast of dOBi activity by visiting its
web site.
SELECT LINKS TO DOBI
DOBI home page: http://www.state.nj.us/dobi/index.html
Rules, Orders, Bulletins and Notices: http://www.state.nj.us/dobi/legsregs.htm
Division of Insurance index page: http://www.state.nj.us/dobi/division_insurance/index.htm
Producer Licensing and Education: http://www.state.nj.us/dobi/inslic.htm
National Insurance Producer Registry: https://pdb.nipr.com/html/erlWelcome.html
Submitted by the Legislative Committee of the New Jersey Land Title Association. The Legislative Committee
monitors law making activity for NJLTA at the State and Federal Level and makes recommendations to
the Board of Governors regarding pending legislation and regulation. Members of NJLTA interested in
participating in Committee activities may contact chair, David Ewan, at dewan@wltic.com.
___________
1The
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text of the rule and the dOBi’s explanatory comments can be found in the rule proposal published at:
http://www.state.nj.us/dobi/proposed/prn11_221.pdf; the notice regarding final adoption of the rule can be
found at:http://www.state.nj.us/dobi/proposed/ad120206b.pdf

hOusing fOreCLOsure
P r e V e n T i O n aWa r e n e s s e X P O
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aLL Things neW Jersey

Word Search
ASBURY PARK
ATLANTIC CITY
BOARDWALK
CRANBERRIES
ELLIS ISLAND
FORT DIX
FRANK SINATRA
GARDEN STATE
GREAT ADVENTURE
HADROSAURUS
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MENLO PARK
NETS
RUTGERS
SALT WATER TAFFY
SPRINGSTEEN
STEEL PIER
TOMATOES
TRENTON
UNCLE FLOYD
WAR OF THE WORLDS

d aT e s T O r e M e M B e r
MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

21th

Board of Governors Meeting
new Jersey Land Title association
NJLTA – 100 Willowbrook Road, Freehold, New Jersey

25th - 27th

2012 Business Strategies Conference
american Land Title association
Marriott Louisville Kentucky – Louisville, Kentucky

27th

Agency Section Meeting and Continuing Education Seminar
ethical decisions at the Closing Table
Holiday Inn – East Windsor, New Jersey

19th

Continuing Education Seminar – Grabas Institute
surrogate insights: The County surrogate’s role in estate Probate & Land
Transfer w hudson surrogate donald de Leo
Crowne Plaza Hotel Secaucus

21st – 22nd

April Agents and Abstracters Forum
american Land Title association
Washington, DC

6th - 9th

2012 Federal Conference
american Land Title association
Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill DC, Washington, DC

7th - 8th

2012 Spring Title Counsel Meeting
american Land Title association
Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill DC, Washington, DC

9th

Board of Governors Meeting
new Jersey Land Title association
NJLTA – 100 Willowbrook Road, Freehold, New Jersey

14th - 15th

2012 Internal Auditors Meeting
american Land Title association
The Casa Marina Resort, Key West, Florida

19th - 20th

2012 May Agents and Abstracters Forum
american Land Title association
Washington, DC

3rd - 5th

Annual Convention
new Jersey Land Title association
Seaview Resort & Spa, Absecon, New Jersey
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New Jersey Land Title Association Officers
William O. DeAscentiis, President
656-795-4000 ext 101
wodeascentiis@servicetrak.com
Amy Holder, First Vice President
973-515-0033 ext 5009
amy.holder@fnf.com
Michael Huddleston, Second Vice President
732-846-0600
hud@transcounty.com
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Andrew Pitman, Secretary/Treasurer
973/257-5690
apitman@stewart.com
Edward C. Eastman, Jr., Exec. Director
732-683-9660
eeastman@lomurrolaw.com
Agency Section Management Board
Steven Goldstein, Chairperson
Trans-County Title Agency, LLC
732-846-5300
steveng@transcounty.com
Cynthia Ward, Vice Chairperson/Treasurer
Trident Abstract Title Agency, LLC
732-431-3134
cward@tridentabstract.com
Casey M. Brown, Secretary
American General Title Agency, Inc.
732-292-1171
cbrown@americangeneraltitle.com
Alfred D. Santoro, Jr., CTP
Esquire Title Services, LLC
973-560-0636
alsantoro@titleesq.com
George A Stickel
Stickel Title Agency, Inc.
609-737-9377
stickeltitle@gmail.com
George W. Watson, Jr.
Royal Title Services, Inc.
973-327-0000
gwwjr53@aol.com
Anthony Floria-Callori, Esq.
Prestige Title Agency, Inc.
973-239-0101
Anthony@PrestigeTitle.net
Editorial Board
Joe Grabas, Editor-in-Chief
732-985-9600
jgrabas@njtitleweb.com
Richard L. Eland, Legislative
609-375-2344
Richard@titlevillage.com
Linda Martin, Blurbs & Blogs/People in the News
800-792-8888
lmartin@signatureinfo.com
David Penque, ALTA/Industry News
201-791-4200
dpenque@firstjerseytitle.com
Larry Bell, Front Page
973-257-5690
larry.bell@stewart.com
Nancy Koch, Human Interest
973-541-2400, ext. 12404
nkoch@oldrepublictitle.com
Amy Holder, Advertising
732-545-1003 ext 140
amy.holder@fnf.com
Maureen Crowley-Unsinn, Calendar
908-902-2475
@gmail.com
Andrew Pitman
973/257-5690
apitman@stewart.com

Policy
The views and opinions expressed by the authors of the published articles are those of the authors and NOT his/her employer. Consult your underwriter
for specific guidelines. NJLTA makes no endorsement of advertisers, nor takes responsibility for the content of the advertisements.

