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Hi there, Surveyor!

December is here, and while the year is winding down, the surveying profession
continues to move forward with new developments, opportunities, and
initiatives shaping the months ahead. From updates in education and workforce
support to national advocacy efforts and emerging technology, NSPS remains
committed to keeping surveyors informed, connected, and equipped for what's
next.

This month’s bulletin brings together the latest news, resources, and programs
across the profession, so take a moment to catch up and close out the year
feeling prepared for what 2026 will bring.

Let's divein...

Partner with NSPS to support the future of Surveying.

Sponsoring NSPS is more than visibility, it's an investment in the advancement
of the surveying profession.

By becoming a sponsor, your organization helps us:
e Advocate for surveyors nationwide
e Support education and workforce development
» Advance technology and innovation in the field

We have some awesome sponsors on board, who have generously supported
the work of NSPS within the last year. With their help, we have been able to take
strides towards our goals, shout louder as the advocate of the profession, host
our events, competitions and awards, provide scholarships and development
opportunities and maximize the impact of NSPS nationally.

If you think you'd like to help us push forward with our core mission, or with a
specific project or event, read on, or get in touch!



https://nsps.us.com/page/sponsornsps
mailto:info@nsps.us.com
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New 2026 ALTA/NSPS standards released

NSPS and the American Land Title Association have officially released the
updated 2026 Minimum Standard Detail Requirements for ALTA/NSPS Land
Title Surveys, which take effect February 23, 2026.

These updates help ensure surveys prepared for title insurance remain
accurate, consistent, and aligned with evolving legal and industry expectations.
The 2026 standards include refined requirements for fieldwork, boundary
determinations, measurement standards, deliverables, and certification
language.

A redline comparison is available to help surveyors quickly identify changes
from the 2021 standards, and additional educational resources will be released
to support a smooth transition. Find the updated 2026 Standards (and redline
version, too!) along with the existing 2021 Standards here.

Stay tuned for webinars, guidance materials, and further updates from NSPS.

Get featured in OUR news!
Surveying happens in the real world, from construction sites to coastlines, and
we want to showcase the authentic environments surveyors work in every day.

NSPS is collecting field photos that highlight real crews, real projects, and real
conditions across the profession. These images help us represent the industry
accurately and show the public what surveyors truly do — and it's your time to
shine! Send photos or clips to: media@nspssurveyors.com

Got a great career story to share? We'd love to feature you! Fill out this quick 5-
minute form and be part of our “Meet the Surveyor” series where we’'ll shout
about your career journey and what you do to the full NSPS community.

= < = — £
'you to Ilvan Tanaka Arifeto for sharing these great photos th
‘ g N surveying in a wide range of environments.



https://nsps.us.com/page/2021ALTA
mailto:media@nspssurveyors.com
https://forms.gle/8BGqqYSSNntXedus9
https://forms.gle/8BGqqYSSNntXedus9
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ADVOCACY

NSPS is conducting two national surveys to support ongoing work toward
strengthening surveying education and defining the knowledge and skills
needed in today’s profession. Your input is essential to ensuring that this effort
reflects real experiences—from the classroom to the field.

If you are a current student or recent graduate (within the last five years) -
please complete the YSN Education Survey, focused on academic preparation
and career readiness.

If you are a practicing professional or educator with five or more years in the
field - please complete the NSPS Body of Knowledge (BOK)_Industry Insight
Survey, which will help define the competencies required for the future of
practice.

If your experience spans both perspectives, you are welcome to complete both
surveys.

All responses are anonymous and analyzed in aggregate. Your feedback will
directly contribute to shaping national education standards and supporting the

next generation of surveyors.

Thank you for helping strengthen the future of our profession.


https://arcg.is/1aGaK02
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/eda25787e56f42f287421ac9d67ce2b6?width=900
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/eda25787e56f42f287421ac9d67ce2b6?width=900
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Certified Floodplain Surveyor Training

Southbury, CT. Jan 14-16, 2026

Get certified, get confident, and get ready to tackle FEMA regs, Risk Rating 2.0,

Elevation Certificates, and floodplain management like a pro. The course ends

with a certification exam, so yes, it's intense, but so is the pride when you pass.
More information here.

Certified Floodplain Surveyor Training

Saratoga Springs, NY. Jan 26-28, 2026

Get certified, get confident, and get ready to tackle FEMA regs, Risk Rating 2.0,

Elevation Certificates, and floodplain management like a pro. The course ends

with a certification exam, so yes, it's intense, but so is the pride when you pass.
More information here.

GeoWeek 2026

Denver, CO. Feb 16—-18, 2026

We're thrilled to announce NSPS is now an Industry Partner for GeoWeek!
Expect drones, Al and enough tech talk to make your total station blush.
This is the future of surveying and NSPS will be there to help shape it.

NSPS Spring Business Meeting, Day on the Hill and NSPS/YSN Student

Competition
Washington, DC. Apr 13-17, 2026

And in the meantime...



https://files.constantcontact.com/2499046d701/6d3ca4e5-5d36-4ed0-a428-a9eb8ee52b5f.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.nysapls.org/resource/resmgr/2026_conference/floodplain-info-2026.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/2499046d701/6d3ca4e5-5d36-4ed0-a428-a9eb8ee52b5f.pdf
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CONTACT & SUPPORT

Need help or have questions? Our friendly, helpful team are here to

WWW.Nsps.us.com info@nsps.us.com

& m®
240-439-4615 /company/national-

society-of-professional-
surveyors/

Holiday Hours

Christmas & New Year: Closed Wednesday 24, Thursday 25, Wednesday 31 &
Thursday 1. Full staff will be back on Monday, January 5.

Useful links:

MEMBER PORTAL LOG IN

SPONSOR NSPS

ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE

E NEW EPISODES EACH WEEK @
surveyor says CLICK ON THE BANNER TO LISTEN! NSPS

THE MSPS PODCAST

CONTACT & SUPPORT


http://www.nsps.us.com/
mailto:info@nsps.us.com
https://nsps.us.com/page/memberbenefits
https://nsps.us.com/
https://nsps.us.com/page/sponsornsps
mailto:info@nsps.us.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-society-of-professional-surveyors/
https://surveyorsays.podbean.com/

APPENDIX 1: NSPS JOURNALISM AWARDS

The purpose of this contest is to encourage high-quality publications and
content by NSPS affiliates. The contest is judged by a committee established by
the Chair of the NSPS Board of Directors, and it is open to newsletters,
magazines, and content in either published between January and December of

the previous year.

The affiliate’s executive director, publication’s editor, or their designee may
submit entries for consideration. Due to limited participation, we are sharing all
entries to this year’s contest and thank them for their promotion of our great

profession!

View all entries
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https://nsps.us.com/resource/resmgr/journalism/Winter_2024_issue.pdf
https://nsps.us.com/resource/resmgr/journalism/ss.5.24.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SrBH2luvVULUp75FzV3xxgEylBp6EAg6/view
https://nsps.us.com/resource/resmgr/journalism/2024_-_51.4.pdf
https://nsps.us.com/page/Journalism
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Delta Land Surveyors marks 40_ years Rethinking Surveying Licensure:
o ' o Adapting Pathways to Preserve the Profession

By Joe Martin, PS
e T T T and Jeremy A. Lawson, PS, CFedS
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weying, this means reexamining licensing
pathways to ensure they accommodate the
diverse routes individuals take into the pro-
fession while maintaining the high standards
required to serve the public interest

Adapting licensing standards to better reflect
the madern warkforce is not just 8 matter of
keeping pace with sacietal changes—it is es-
sential for preserving the profession’s integ-
rity and sustainability. Recognizing diverse
entry points into surveying, such as practical
experience gained before formal education,
ensures that the profession remains acces-
sible and competitive without sacrificing the
rigorous standards that uphold public trust.
This article explores some of the current
challenges facing the profession and advo-
for a revision to the statute goveming

licensure, A.C.A, § §7-48-203, along with The
aules of the soarﬂ, Article 10 (Professional

Experience), section G, allowing qualified
pre-education experience to count toward
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https://nsps.us.com/resource/resmgr/journalism/summer_2024.pdf
https://nsps.us.com/resource/resmgr/journalism/2024_Spring.pdf
https://nsps.us.com/resource/resmgr/journalism/fieldnotes_31-2.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/nsps.us.com/resource/resmgr/journalism/apr2024.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/nsps.us.com/resource/resmgr/journalism/monticello_news_delta_articl.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/nsps.us.com/resource/resmgr/journalism/Winter_2024_issue.pdf
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https://lsaw.org/flipbook/2024%20Fall/index.html
https://www.nvlandsurveyors.org/traverse/FlipBook51_3/index.html
https://cdn.ymaws.com/nsps.us.com/resource/resmgr/journalism/2024_-_51.4__1_.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/nsps.us.com/resource/resmgr/journalism/2024_-_51.4__1_.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/nsps.us.com/resource/resmgr/journalism/2024_Winter.pdf

APPENDIX 2: MAP/PLAT DESIGN COMPETITION

NSPS is pleased to announce the winners of the 2025 Map/Plat Design
Competition and expresses its appreciation for all who participated.

The general guidelines for the competition are:

e Entrants need not be members of NSPS; however, entries must be
sponsored by a state association affiliate of NSPS or a member of NSPS.
NSPS members may self-sponsor.

e Recent freehand or computer drafted maps/plats are eligible for entry.

e Categories:

o Subdivision Plats

o Boundary/Cadastral Maps
o Topographic Maps

o ALTA/NSPS Survey Maps
o Miscellaneous Maps

The winning entries can be found here and two examples below.

Congratulations to all entrants for your participation and look forward to next
year's competition!

P Potion of the Lands OF
.\ BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY



https://cdn.ymaws.com/nsps.us.com/resource/resmgr/map_plat/2025/1st_subdivsion_hammond.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/nsps.us.com/resource/resmgr/map_plat/2025/1st_topo.pdf
https://nsps.us.com/page/MapPlat

