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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Greetings to all! | hope everyone is healthy and safe!

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Master Plumbers
Council of the City of New York (MPC), | would like to welcome
you to the first issue of the new and improved the Voice of the
Licensed Master Plumber newsletter. MPC is continuing to
adapt to the ever-changing, complex environment that we are
facing each day. Our newsletter committee, board members
and association staff worked hard to create a publication with
valuable, interesting, and exciting information!

It is certain that today’s licensed plumbers are facing difficult
challenges that past generations of plumbers never did. The
COVID-19 pandemic is something no one could have imagined
or prepared for. The MPC worked diligently to ensure that all
members were aware of all information pertaining to running
your business safely, efficiently and in a compliant manner.

In this issue of the Voice, we have a great article that describes
more of what the MPC did to help members during the
pandemic and what we are continuing to do as we still
navigate such uncertain waters.

Licensed plumbers operating their businesses are also faced
with the challenges of everchanging laws and regulations and
more. In order to run your business in compliance with all
regulations, LMPs must spend a significant amount of time
understanding these new and updated items. All of these
Codes, laws, regulations, etc. are found in books that could be
thousands of pages long! Its like the old public library. When
you needed to find a book, the only way to do so, without
spending days in the library searching, was to get assistance
from the librarian who knew the library like the back of their
hand. In this analogy, the MPC is your librarian! The MPC is a
vital resource that helps members in navigating the changes
that affect their business.

Being a member of the MPC provides you with access to a
dedicated staff of “librarians” who are leaders in the NYC
plumbing industry. For those who are not yet members,

| encourage you to invest in the success of your business by
joining the MPC today! Please visit www.nycmpc.org/JoinMPC
to submit your application.

| would like to take a moment to offer a heartfelt thank you to
our members, affiliates, and advertisers for their continued
support. Without your support, we could not move forward
with the countless programs and resources we offer.

Regards,

Rick Bonelli
President
Master Plumbers Council of the City of New York

The collective Voice of our membership is much greater than any single
individual. Join the MPC today and have your voice heard!
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SUPPORTING OUR MEMBERS THROUGH THE
COVID PANDEMIC... AND BEYOND c.sueitontecer

“Throughout the crisis, MPC has played a critically important role in helping to keep members up-to-date on all the many rules,
regulations and protocols,” reports Rick Bonelli, President. “While our members are out there working hard every day, we at the
MPC are focusing on the changes recently put in place and those that are potentially being planned. We are always looking after
the best interests of our membership.”

We continue to work together to provide the most current information possible as well as the resources needed to assist
members in operating safely in a constantly changing environment. Member input and participation, along with the knowledge
and efforts of our hard-working Committees, makes it all possible.

Sending Daily COVID-19 Updates

Beginning in March 2020, MPC issued daily COVID-19 email updates designed to help members through the crisis. Developed
by the MPC, the information was largely derived from official government sources and issued at the direction of the Executive
Board. With changes coming in on a daily basis, MPC responded as quickly as possible, often with multiple email updates in a
day. “These daily updates were one of the most valuable resources for members,” reports Rick Bonelli. “They helped to clarify and
explain the huge amounts of information issued by the city, state and federal government.”’

Alerts covered topics from health and safety guidelines to permit and license renewals and extensions, ... from explaining
‘essential’ and ‘non-essential’ parameters to vital re-opening guidelines and much more. “We gather that information and inform
you of what you need to do to be compliant,” emphasizes Rick. “Just to name some of the things we presented were DOB Now
info, Licensing info, OSHA info, Gas work qualification & OQ training.”

Along with daily alerts, MPC provided links to important external resources for financial and legal guidance including NYC
Department of Small Businesses, SBA Disaster Assistance Loans and application for PPP loans. Timely and accurate information
on these topics and others helped members continue to operate safely and in compliance within a continually shifting
environment.

Encouraging Open Lines of Communication with MPC Committees

From the early months of the pandemic, onward, MPC committees have been hard at work addressing member concerns and
issues during the crisis. The MPC actively maintains a dialogue with various city agencies including the DOB, DEP and DOT, and
Utilities, gaining valuable information for clarification on rules governing important topics.

The committees’ expertise and in-depth knowledge assist members in gaining an understanding of and complying with the rules
governing the plumbing industry. Our members’ input and questions make us aware of potential industry issues and enable us to
address the issues before they become widespread.

MPC committees assist members with inquiries ranging from licensing issues and Code questions to challenges that may have
occurred on the job. Committees typically respond to these inquiries within one business day, reviewing the job, and helping to
rectify the situation if needed. MPC committees are an invaluable source of information and help to expedite a wide range of
member issues. “Keep in mind there will shortly be a NYC Building code revision update and we at MPC were privileged to be
accepted to participate on committees that revised the codes that regulate our industry,” reports Rick. “We will be here to help
members understand what will affect them most.”’

Providing Support from Lockdown to Start-up... and Beyond

The COVID-19 pandemic resulted in widespread NYC agency adjustments and modifications, with on-line contact as the only
means of communication for many important issues.

Acting as Liaison to City Agencies. MPC was a vital link in helping members who were unable to resolve issues online or gain access
to much-needed documents. “NYC agencies operating at reduced capacities posed a big problem for many with little or no access
to vital agency services,’ reports Anthony Vigilante, MPC Vice President. “Licensing renewals became an important issue to
members whose licenses were about to expire. One of the greatest benefits we were able to provide was assistance regarding

licensing. While adjustments and modifications have eased up a bit, city agencies are still not yet fully staffed and operational’”

Understanding Essential vs. Non-Essential Work Scopes. During lockdown, plumbers were not allowed to work unless work they
were performing was deemed essential. “The parameters surrounding the concept of “essential” became very confusing,’ says Len
Williams, Treasurer of MPC. “In response, bulletins were sent out to members on a regular basis as the parameters of essential and
non-essential businesses changed continuously. MPC, working closely with the DOB, was successful in clarifying the parameters of

Emergency Repair work and helping to expedite the permitting process.” (Continued on page 15)
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SPOTLIGHTON On the cover: Original McReady &
Rice shop in Flushing, Circa 1930s

McCready & Rice Plumbing INC. (continued from cover)

Creating a Family Tradition

Jerry Bady purchased McCready and Rice in
1965, partnering with Len’s father, Al Williams.
Jerry brought Len into the company 10 years
later, in 1975, where he worked with both
Jerry and his dad in building the business. Len
began his leadership of McCready and Rice
following his father’s passing and Jerry’s
semi-retirement in 1990.

“I joined McCready and Rice straight out of
high school, where | had worked in the auto-
motive business while | was still a student,’ said Len. “During that time, | discovered
| had a mechanical aptitude that would serve me well in the future” Over the years,
Len has enriched that aptitude through training and education, earning licenses as a Master Plumber, Master Fire
Suppression Installer and Oil Burner Installer.

Present location in College Point.

Len clearly remembers those early years at McCready and Rice. “The equipment was much heavier than it is now,’
he recalls ... “and those service trucks were nasty -- cold in the winter and sweltering in the summer. Modern
technology as we know it today was non-existent: No cell phones, no computers, no internet.

“Today’s technologies have brought on-the-job communications to a whole new level, enabling instant contact with
field technicians, videos of work in progress, the ability to quickly diagnose problems, and more.”

The Next Generation

Len’s son Owen ‘officially’ became a part of McCready and Rice in
2006, after attending Farmingdale University and Brooklyn Polytech.
He represents the third generation of the Williams family to join the
company. As a licensed plumber and fire suppression installer, Owen
worked in the field up until 5 years ago and is now a supervisor
along with his dad.

“I had actually been coming in to the business for most of my life,’
commented Owen. “I came in during the summer and on weekends
when | was in school, cleaning up messes and putting away stock.
My dad has shared his skills with me in diagnosing problems as well
as his great mechanical knowledge. I've learned so much from him.”

Meeting the Challenges of Change:
Serving the MPC for 30+ Years

Len joined the MPC in the late 1980s, encouraged by Jerry Bady, Jerry Bady proctoring a Master Plumber’s exam in 1961.
who had been a long-time supporter and active member of the

Council for many years. For over three decades, Len has spearheaded

numerous committees and activities and served as President, Recording Secretary and current Treasurer.

“Today, more than ever before, it is vital to be an active, involved member of MPC,” emphasizes Len. “One of the
things we've all noticed is the degree of involvement the DOB has in our businesses and how it has changed the
business radically. More rules and restrictions ... instant online access to our information ... constant changes, and
more. It's mandatory to belong to an organization that works together to solve these issues.”
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While technology has simplified on-the-job communications, it has also brought its
own set of challenges - especially when it comes to compliance and enforcement.

“With everything now online - permits, paperwork and documents - it all needs to
be completed immediately. Online access eliminates any excuses for not being in
compliance. It is often time-consuming, difficult and confusing. The knowledge,
information and support of the MPC helps alleviate a lot of the stress,” says Len.

Owen joined the MPC 5 years ago and has served on the Board for the last two years.
“l can speak for the new generation in saying that the day-to-day access our members
have to vital information is invaluable in running our businesses,” said Owen. “From my
perspective, I've known other members since | was a kid - long before | was even in
the business. I've seen the comradery and close relationships among members, and
the sharing of information and issues through just a phone call”

Looking Back on the Covid-19 Crisis

“Surreal” and “Strange” are the words Len uses to describe the Covid experience over
the past year.

“As we look back at the events of 2020, | realize the pandemic and its impact on McCready & Rice Boiler Plant

business wasn't handled as well as it could have been. First, we were told we were
‘essential’ and could remain open. A few days later, our permits were invalidated and we had to prove everything we
were doing was absolutely essential.

“Never before in our history, did we have to close our doors. We were shut
down completely for 8 weeks, from March until May, but in reality the entire
lockdown lasted 12-14 weeks, before we were fully operational. We went
from 6 or 7 calls a day to one every few days, and were forced to lay off all of
our employees.

“The city was surreal. As most of our service and repairs are in Manhattan, it
was really strange to see almost-empty buildings there as people left the city
in droves.

“Thankfully, we are back to full volume now. We did participate in the
government’s PPP loan program and used it the way it was intended --
for payroll.”

Looking Ahead to the Future

In addition to his 30+ years of dedication to the MPC, Len continues to keep an eye on the next generation of
professionals, serving on the NYC Master Plumber’s License Board for the past 15 years. As part of this peer review
organization, he reviews applicants and their qualifications for certification as future Master Plumbers.

“Effecting positive change is what it’s all about,” concludes Len. “As we are hit with more and more regulations and
restrictions ... and as constant change continually impacts our businesses and our lives ... it's mandatory to belong to
an organization that works together to solve problems and iron out issues before fines, disciplines and potential
revocations are imposed. It's comforting to know that as part of the MPC, you are never alone.”

Len has served the MPC as a Board Member, Officer and President, as well as on all DOB Code Revision Committees since
2007. Len was a driving force in the addition of Ordinary Plumbing Work to the Code and he is leading the team that is
trying to improve this valuable tool, during the current Existing Building Code process. Len also represents the MPC at

the NYC DOB Plumbing License Board. The MPC and NYC plumbing industry owe a debt of gratitude to Len for his
commitment to our industry. If you run into Len, please be sure to thank him for all he has done!
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MPCMEMBER IN THE NEWS

Paying it forward is alive and well in Brooklyn...
Vigilante Plumbing and Heating Help an Elderly Man in Need

A service visit on February 11th turned into an amazing act of giving back when
Vigilante Plumbing and Heating’'s Home Comfort Advisor, Vincent Rizzo responded
to a call for help.

Vincent found Edgar Ballance, an elderly man, alone in his apartment, freezing and
clearly in distress. This gentleman needed help ... and he needed it immediately.

A New York City agency had been called on January 26th because the building had
no heat, but they could not gain access. Anthony Vigilante, owner of Vigilante
Plumbing and Heating, did not find out about this situation until February 11th.
Mr. Ballance had been without heat and hot water for weeks, perhaps longer.
Temperatures were frigid and this man was cold. He was wearing six sweaters

and could barely walk.

Old water heater
“When Vincent told us about the situation, we made an immediate decision to
help,” said Anthony. “There was not time to waste. When you have the time,
you can reach out to different programs for help. There was no time for that.
Fortunately, we had the equipment on hand and were able to do the work
immediately. We replaced the hot water heater and boiler and had everything up
and running in under 24 hours. Afraid for Mr. Ballance’s health, Vincent also
followed up with Senior Services to make sure the elderly man was okay.”

advantage of the Ordinary Plumbing Work
provision of the Code. This provision
provides a licensee with the ability to
immediately undertake work, streamline the
process and keep compliance costs to a bare
minimum.

’ g 1 Toreplace the appliances, Anthony took
J J

New boiler & water heater

Note: Picture does not depict completed project.

Edgar Ballance was in no financial position to pay for the equipment and
installation, which is valued at about $12,000. But how can one compare
any dollar value with the value of someone’s life and wellbeing? There is no
comparison.

The story about Mr. Ballance and Vigilante Plumbing and Heating appeared
on Eyewitness News on February 16th. “I really didn’t expect any recognition
for helping Mr. Ballance,” commented Anthony. “We did it because it was the
: right thing to do. If you can help someone in need, you should reach out and
Mr. Ballance poses for a photo with the do what you can. During the Covid pandemic, or any other time, we are here
Vigilante Team. to help one another. That's what really matters.”
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UTILITY UPDATES - CON EDISON

New High Pressure Gas Requirements

Effective June 30, 2021, licensed master plumbers shall be required to install 1" Filters and Fire Bag Thermal Safety Valves for
new high pressure gas installations. The filter and fire shutoff valve shall be installed between the head of service valve and the
service regulator. This requirement was set to initially go into effect on April 15, 2021 but was held up due to internal issues.

The following drawings impacted by this requirement have been revised in the Con Edison Yellow Book:

e EO-14158 - Installation of Gas Service Regulators - Indoors (1” to 2)

e EO-14166 - Installation of Twin Gas Service Regulators - Indoors (1" to 2”)

e EO-16511 - Installation of Meter Piping for Class 3000R-TC to Class 23000R-TC Rotary Meter Outdoors

e EO-16585 - Installation of Meter Piping for Class 250TC to 1000TC Diaphragm Meters

e EO-506175 - Installation of Meter Piping for Class 500TC to 1000TC Diaphragm Meters - Outdoors

e EO-16726 - Installation of 2 to 6 Unit Prefabricated Meter Sets for Class 250TC Meters - Outdoors or Indoors
e EO-514203 - Outdoor Installation of Twin Gas Regulators - 1" to 2" Body

These devices should NOT be installed prior to 6/30/21 pending any other Con Edison notifications.
Why Are These Devices Being Required?

The filter device serves the same purpose as the strainer on a two-inch regulator setup. It will prevent any foreign matter from
entering the regulator and causing it to fail. These devices cannot be cleaned or repaired, so it is recommended that installers
clean the piping before assembly. Please also remember that it is not permissible to utilize Teflon tape for the installation of a
gas regulator.

The requirement for the installation of a Firebag is a new concept in America. They have been required and installed in millions
of homes in Europe and Asia since the 1990's. This device is equipped with a temperature sensor that will cause the device

to close off the flow of gas when the temperature reaches approximately 212 degrees. The device does not close 100% and

is guaranteed to limit the maximum admitted leakage. The device can be installed in any position. Care must be taken in the
installation process as excessive thread sealant or pressure can cause the sleeve connection to break. Special care must also
be taken to protect the sensor and it can never be painted. If the sensor is painted or tripped, the device must be replaced.

New Installation of Natural Gas Detectors

Over the next two years, Con Edison will be installing Natural Gas Detectors (Gas Detector) in the area where the gas service
enters a building (as close as practical to the point of entry). The device will be installed by the Utility, free of charge. The Gas
Detector detects the presence of natural gas and is designed to alarm at 10% or greater of the lower explosive limit (LEL) for
natural gas. When the Gas Detector alarms, it will beep loudly and say, “DANGER. Gas leak explosion risk. Evacuate and then
call 911 It will also send a wireless signal to Con Edison and the Fire Department, both of whom will immediately come to
the building to investigate. For more information, please visit the MPC website or www.coned.com/en/safety/safety/gas-
safety/natural-gas-detector

Utility Committee Comments: Visit www.nycmpc.org/ReadMore to read the MPC Utility Committee’s comments on
these updates.

DOB UPDATES

2021 has brought many changes to the plumbing industry. The monthly DOB Sub Operations Meetings have been canceled
and replaced with quarterly Plumbing Industry Meetings. The meetings are now chaired by Patrick A. Wehle, the Assistant
Commissioner for Strategic Policy & Industry Relations at the Department of Buildings. Patrick is assisted by Izabella Vais, the
Strategic Policy & Industry Relations Industry Engagement Advisor for the Department. The format of the meetings remains
the same and an agenda must be presented two weeks ahead of each meeting. The Department uses the time ahead of the
meeting to help formulate the questions and ensure the appropriate Department representatives attend the meeting.

(Continued on page 13)
1 O page
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VINTAGE CORNER
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iss Plumbing
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& Heating

George Bassolino
Plumbing in 1955
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DOB UPDATES (Continued from page 10)

The first meeting took place on January 27, 2021 and was a
virtual meeting. Thanks to the Department’s preparedness,
the meeting ran smoothly, and we were able to cover all of
the agenda items in detail. The Department later provided
minutes of the meeting with answers to the industry’s
guestions. Many of the agenda items were very interesting.
One question that was asked was if utilities are required to
retain a licensed master plumber and file for plumbing and
fuel gas work done in conjunction with mandated utility
work. You may be aware that section 28-315.5.1 of the NYC
Administrative Code requires the utilities to install an outside
curb shutoff device. The compliance date for this to be
completed was January 10, 2010. R3 zoning (1-2) family
homes were supposed to be completed by January 01, 2020.
The utilities have been using this opportunity to install new
services and outside meter sets. They have been installing
new gas piping from the meter back into the houses. It turns
out that the utilities have been doing this work without a
permit or conducting required DOB inspections. The
Department has determined that the Utilities’ fuel gas piping
work must be completed under a valid DOB work permit by a
licensed master plumber. This ruling should create additional
opportunities for the NYC licensed plumbing community.

Another important topic discussed was the replacement of
an existing gas stove that was supplied by %" gas branch
piping. Since 1938, all NYC Plumbing and Fuel Gas Codes
have prohibited the use of a %" gas supply for a residential
gas stove. It is unclear why this was originally prohibited from
use. A %" pipe provides adequate capacity to supply gas to a
standard gas range. It is interesting to note that most of these
installations were completed prior to self-certification. The
Department has been allowing in kind replacements (same
type appliance and BTU rating) of stoves and cooktops in the
same location. When necessary, you will be permitted to add
a valve after the original appliance valve, if it is an old-style
brass tee handle valve. You will perform a bubble test at the
time of the Gas Finish inspection. Under no circumstances is
work permitted to be done to extend the original gas line.

MPC DOB Committee Notes:

This issue will hopefully be addressed in the Code updates.
For now, if you want to relocate the stove as part of an
alteration with a PL work permit, the registered design
professional must obtain a CCD-1 for the work. The CCD-1
application will illustrate that the %’ line has adequate
capacity for the new stove. The alternative is to shut down
the gas riser and modify the takeoff. This would require
testing the entire existing gas riser. If you come across a
project like this, the time to figure things out is before the
work starts!

Violations Being Issued for Failing an Initial Boiler
Inspection

About two months ago, the Department’s Boiler Division
started to issue ECB violations to licensees for failing a boiler
inspection. Most of these violations were for failing an initial
inspection. Why is this happening? The stated reason is that
there is a history of licensees calling for inspections and not
being ready for them. We agree somewhat with the Depart-
ment’s assessment of this situation. In the past, some
licensees have used the Boiler Division as a punch list service
to ascertain the minimum amount of work they must do to
pass an inspection. Licensees have scheduled appointments
with incomplete plans, incomplete work and, in some cases,
work that was not in compliance with the Codes.

Every time a licensee requests an inspection, they are
required to complete an attestation form that clearly states
that all work completed matches the construction
documents. Today, the construction documents consist of
plans and “scope of work" documents which replaced the old
Schedule B and Schedule C forms. In the past, these forms
were often an issue during an inspection because they were
completed incorrectly by the Registered Design Professional
(RDP). How does a licensee avoid falling into a trap and being
violated for attesting that the documents are accurate? The
solution to this is very simple. Do not submit a request for an
inspection unless the plans match the job as closely as
possible and ensure the “Scope of Work” is accurate.

MPC DOB Committee Comments:

The failure rate for initial boiler inspections is too high. While
we understand the Department’s frustration and the need
for something to be done, we disagree with their approach
to solve the problem. Why is the failure rate so high? Is there
a problem with the process? Why do competent licensed
tradespeople continue to fail inspections?

There are many reasons why a boiler inspection may fail.
A licensee’s incompetence is only one of them. If this were
solely a licensee issue, a violation approach would work to
solve the problem. The MPC supports disciplinary actions
taken against persons who have a history of egregiously
failing these inspections. However, before any punitive
actions are taken against licensees there needs to be a
discussion about why these inspections are failing.

While the Department can accurately state that there is a
clear path for passing an inspection, is there a realistic
expectation that this can be achieved and on the first try?
Are the real reasons, other than contractors that boiler
inspections fail? Would modifications to the process
increase the pass rate? Can this be done while protecting
public safety? The industry needs an inspection process
that provides licensees with a workable path to successfully
pass a boiler inspection.

(Continued on page 21)
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| Stocking single- and double-wall =
special gas vents up to 14”ID

% FREE DELIVERY! *

HOUSING
AUTHORITY

212-685-7077 973-427-8600 : ... For SCA, NYCHA, or DASNY projects, contact

TR T

WWW.Chimney_net i T it The Bollercomn Group at (516) 488-4848.

info@chimney.net
For all other projects, contact Heating & Burner
Supply at (718) 665-0006.

LEWSAN

Building Code Consultants

SERVING THE PLUMBING INDUSTRY FOR 30 YEARS

* Servicing All 5 Boros * Registered with NYC Dept. of Bldgs.
* Permit Filing & Expediting » Water Meter Permits
» Con Ed Specialization * DEP Certified Asbestos Investigators

159-49 Crossbay Blvd, Howard Beach, NY 11414
Tel: (718) 848-1500 « Fax: (718) 843-1237
wally@lewsanconsultants.com ¢ diane@lewsanconsultants.com
desiree@lewsanconsultants.com

14



THE MASTER PLUMBERS COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, INC.

TH E COVI D PAN DEM IC (Continued from page 3)

Communicating the Rules and Protocols of Returning to Work. The DOB released Phase 1 of the reopening guidelines for the June
8, 2020 reopening in NYC. Regulations and procedures for returning to work were stringent... the rules had to be followed.

Understanding all the protocols and regulations was no easy task. Adhering to the guidelines was crucial and included complying with
social distancing protocols, face coverings, readily available hygiene and handwashing stations, visible signage, distancing guidelines,
reporting on COVID contact, cleaning and disinfecting of tools and more. MPC reported on many clarifications regarding these
protocols, rules and regulations to ensure compliance and strict adherence to all guidelines, as they became available.

Just prior to re-opening, MPC hosted a comprehensive webinar put out by Jackson-Lewis titled “Back in the Groove - Labor and
Employment Considerations for the Return to Work”. This webinar, exclusive to MPC members only, provided a clear explanation of
NYS and NYC reopening guidelines ... site safety plan ... employee protocols ... training and documentation requirements and proper
practices to mitigate the spread of the virus - these topics were explained in this important webinar, free of charge to all members.

Supporting Our Valuable Affiliate Members

Over the past year, our Affiliate members have continued to support us despite the challenges and hardships presented by COVID-19...
and we, in turn, are deeply committed to their wellbeing and success. While safety protocols forced us to cancel the 6th Annual
Affiliate Appreciation Night scheduled for April 7th, we continued to find ways to connect with each other during this difficult time.

Many of our Affiliates have created virtual seminars or webinars for new products, training or other very important topics. Some
Affiliates also have new products that they want to introduce to us. Please visit www.nycmpc.org/AffiliateMembers for a directory of
Affiliate Members. We encourage you to show your appreciation to our Affiliate members by participating in these webinars and
special training sessions. Not only does your participation confirm our commitment ... it is a great opportunity to increase your
knowledge of the many products and services offered by our Affiliate Members!

“MPC never stopped working during the past year ... rather, we ramped up to make sure members were kept abreast of important
information,” concludes Rick. “We continue to work diligently in helping our members stay safe, compliant and successful during these
unprecedented times. One of the great things | learned when | first became a member was how networking helped me in so many
ways. Just talking with other members about the challenges | faced, and knowing they were facing the same issues, made me feel |
was not alone. Being able to call someone more experienced than | in some situations - and get fast answers -- was priceless. | am

incredibly proud of the many ways | see members helping members. We are here to help and support each other in every way we can.”’

479 Walton Ave, Bronx, NY 10451
718-585-5444
info@hbes.net

H«B

EQUIPMENT
SALES, INC

ETTER Engineering Gas Pressure Boosting Systems
t « Complete line of packaged gas booster systems suitlabe for flows up to 120,000 CFH and static

Product Overview

gains of up to 41” WC
+ UL Listed natural gas check valves
*NYC SCA, NYCHA, Con-Ed, and National Grid approved
» Advanced control methods

Control Valves and Systems
+ 2-way, 3-way, and 4-way control valves and actuators used on steam, hydronic, and domestic

N at i hot water systems
s
ar

+ ASSE-1017 electronic domestic hot water control systems with stainless steel valve bodies
* Motorized control valves ranging in size from 1/2” to 12” with multi-function actuators that can
interpret any control signal

s -th HB Smith Cast Iron Boilers and Power Flame Burners
mi + Commercial cast iron steam and hydronic boilers from 375 MBH to 5,500 MBH input
« Selection of gas, oil, and dual fuel Power Flame burners for cast iron and scotch marine style
boilers

LAARS Laars Conventional and Condensing Boilers and Hot Water Heaters
» Mid-range and high efficiency gas-fired boilers and water heaters with venting options for all
types of systems
« Storage tanks, standard construction, ASME rated, and custom options available
* Turbomax indirect hot water tanks
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SAKRCO

CONSTRUCTION SAFETY SCHOOL, STAFFING & CONSULTING

Accredited By:

PROVIDEW

COURSE PROVIDER FOR
NYC Dept. of Building: OSHA: FDNY:

Buildings

Offering Virtual and ONLINE Courses!

16 Hour Limited Gas Work Qualification, Full Gas Work Qualification Prep Course,
10- Hour Worker SST Training, 32-Hour Supervisor SST, SST Cards, 7-Hour Periodic Gas
Piping Inspector Qualification, Master Plumber & Master Fire Suppression Renewal,
OSHA 30 + 10, COVID Awareness Training, Construction Site Fire Safety Manager S-56,
Scaffold User & Refresher Courses & More!

o
A el
o REGISTRATION

&4
SAFCO also provides experienced safety personnel for jobsite such as Superintendents, Site
Safety Coordinators, QSP, Competent Person, Site Safety Managers & CSFSM. ICR-59 & ICR-60

for Department of Labor, Audits, Site Inspections, Consultation & other safety programs. Health
& Safety Plans (HASP) & Site Safety Plans. COVID Awareness & Monitoring on jobsite.

Connect with Us Online and on Social Media for News, Updates and Deals

in ® G . J Ei

Queens Manhattan Long Island
31-2131%' st, GF 259 West 30" St, Ste 403 84 Modular Avenue
Long Island City, NY 11106 New York, NY 10001 Commack, NY 111725
929.296.0303 212.695.9000 347.265.0820

Any Inquires please email: mariasafcoservices@gmail.com or call 929-296-0303

VISITUS @
www.safcoconstructionservices.com
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MPC PRESENTS... PRO SHOW

Spotlighting products and services from our valued member advertisers.

Weil-McLain SVF Boiler from Applied Technologies of NY, Inc.

The Weil-McLain SVF (Stainless Vertical Firetube) Boiler is a state-of-the-art boiler engineered to
deliver reliable performance. As Weil-McLain’s most advanced commercial stainless steel boiler, the
SVF boiler boasts industry-leading thermal efficiency between 96.8% up to 97.1%.

o Industry Leading Efficiency

e Low Emissions Burner Design

o Simplified Installation

o Hassle-free Maintenance

e Enhanced Longevity and Corrosion-Resistance.

To learn more on how the Weil-McLain SVF Boiler can benefit your facility, contact the experts at
Applied Technologies of NY today.

Mobile Steam Trailer from New York Heating

New York Heating is equipped with several mobile steam trailers that can provide temporary heat and/or
domestic hot water. All permits obtained by NYC agencies and we perform the hookup ourselves.

New York Heating specializes in Chimney Liner installations, chimney inspections and all your chimney
needs to protect your home from deadly carbon monoxide gases.

Please contact us at: 718-782-3894
Email: info@newyorkheating.com; Web: www.newyorkheating.com
Paul Scarola, Oil Burner Installer B License Number is 005361

“Get It Handled” with the 585HP Ball Valve from NIBCO

The NIBCO® 585HP High Performance Ball Valves represent a giant leap in innovation in the ball valve
market. Designed for commercial and industrial applications, this lead-free ball valve allows for easier
installation, adjustability, and long service life. It's the only two-piece full-port bronze ball valve with a
1,000 CWP and 150 SWP pressure.

Features include a reversible handle, triple sealed stem, large accessible packing nut, and our patented
laser-welded construction. Available in sizes ranging from %" to 2” with configurations including threaded,
solder, and press.

PRODUCT PROMO! For a limited time, learn how you can try the 585HP at the same price of the
standard 585-80-LF series: https:/info.nibco.com/585hp-promo

Michael DelForno | Area Sales Manager
201.988.4738 | delfornom@nibco.com

Grundfos CMBE Booster

The Grundfos CMBE is a compact booster pump for water supply and boosting in domestic and light
commercial applications. The integrated speed controller enables the CMBE to maintain a constant
pressure in the pipe system. In addition the CMBE Booster makes it possible to customize the water
pressure. By the touch of a button the pressure level is increased or decreased as desired.

o High-efficient IE5 motor o Integrated dry-run protection with auto-r
o Constant pressure via integrated speed control o Quiet operation
e Easy installation & operation o All-in-one compact design

Contact: Frank Brecher, Venco Sales 631-754-0782 www.vencosales.com
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MPCPRESENTS... PRO SHOW

EcoPower Technology from Toto

Reduce maintenance costs and waste with Toto’s EcoPower technology. No hard-wiring or frequent
battery replacements are necessary thanks to the self-generating power provided by the micro turbine.
Exposed or concealed, back spud or top spud options available for water closets and urinals.

Contact info:Jim Decker jdecker@toto.com; (516) 946-2894

An App For Professionals On-The-Go

SupplyHouse.com, an e-commerce company that sells Plumbing, Heating, and HVAC supplies, released
a mobile app for pros on-the-go. The app brings the website experience right to the customer’s finger-
tips with over 180,000 products to shop for. Customers can also:

e manage saved carts
e scan barcodes
e quickly re-order products

The app can be downloaded from the Apple App and Google Play stores, or by scanning the QR code!
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Balkan Sewer and Water Main

Balkan Sewer & Water Main is NYC's largest and most trusted
service. Our Team will provide you with a guaranteed response
time of 4 hours or less. Our online Rapid Quote system will
frequently get you a quote in one hour or less, and you may
qualify for interest free in-house financing. That's why after
almost 70 years and over 70,000 satisfied customers, Balkan is
“The Team You Trust” for any sewer, drain, or water main need.

Call 718-849-0900

Email TeamBalkan@BalkanPlumbing.com

Visit BalkanPlumbing.com

Paul R. Balkan, NYC Licensed Master Plumber 01281

(_ Premier

Consulting Partners

We take a holistic approach to your finances that may
integrate the work you have already done, while filling in
any gaps. Everything begins with a financial plan — a living,
working document that drives all of our recommendations.

¢ Estate Planning Strategies
¢ Financial Planning
¢ Asset Management Services
¢ Insurance Risk Management

Drin Kukaj
Financial Consultant
1290 Avenue of the Americas, 4th Floor
New York, NY 10104
Office: 212-408-2021
Dkukaj@Premierconsultingpartners.com
premierconsultingpartners.com




No one knows America’s chimneys like Lifetime Chimney Supply. Its our companies
mission to manufacture and supply the best commercial and industrial venting systems
that are both safe and efficient for all your venting needs.

Todays commercial venting process requires experienced coordination. This process
can get confusing , expensive and time consuming when trying to complete a job.
Lifetime Chimney Supply’s knowledge of the industry has led us to simplify this process
for our customers and colleagues. We have already taken the steps to make our
products pass the highest in-house and third- party standards. Now we are going one
step farther to streamline this complex process.

Lifetime Chimney Supply will be in your corner with our 3 — Step Process:

1. Plans — Pricing And Preparation
* Plans Breakdown
* Material Breakdown
* Budget Pricing
2. Submittal: Design and Fabrication
* Flue Design / 3D Drawings
* Flue Calculations
* Full and Clear Submittal Package
* Stream Line Fabrication
3. Jobsite Support
New York Manufacturing
In- House Delivery
Same Day Emergency Parts
24/7 Jobsite Support
25-Year Warranty

Our customers remain loyal because we fabricate the highest quality commercial
venting solutions while offering unrivaled service for the best customer experience
and support. Give us a call today !

v v FURAN - ih
A\ FLEX M FLEX Xiseries

SINGLE WALL POSITIVE
FLEXIPLE CHIMNEY LIVER PRESSURE CHIMNEY SINGLE WALL PIPE POSIIVE PRESSURE CHIMNEY COMMERC/AL & WDUSTRIAL

877-234-PIPE (7473)
www.LifetimeChimneySupply.com




Gas Detection For Plumbers

New York State Approved for LL152

{: 'EI ijw R MODE| ": v @l
CHs 9 G o 1 CHs /7
0 209.| |

INSTRUMENTS co O.. | co /g o
s O0w| | 5000 we
i e N -
F_rereyr gy 1
Normal Mode Leak Check Mode

+ Purging inspections of % Vol. gas

+ Leak checking prior to entering the work area
+ Extendable and flexible sample probes

+ Confined space monitoring

+ Datalogging

' GX-2012

+ Automate bump tests, calibrations, charging and data retrieval
+ Save bump test and calibration records to USB drive

+ Stand-alone station (no PC required)

+ Multiple modules connected to a PC (10 max)

Calibration Station
(optional)

Instruments and calibration services available through Pronto Supplies, 3 Locations to serve you
Pronto Supplies

New York, NY The Bronx Westchester
181 Chrystie Street 681 East 136th Street 31 Warren Place
New York, NY 10002 Bronx, NY 10454 Mt. Vernon, NY 10550
212-777-3366 718-292-0707 914-600-3088

www.rkiinstruments.com
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DOB UPDATES (Continued from page 13)

That system needs to be direct and transparent. It also
needs to clearly specify what failures could lead to possible
disciplinary actions. The MPC believes that the following
issues need to be discussed and resolved before the
Department can consider violating licensees:

Inspection Check List:

For the past year, the industry has been requesting that

the Boiler Division provide a checklist that can be used as a
pre-inspection checklist for licensees to determine if they are
ready for an inspection. To date, it has not been published.
Alist is essential to ensure that everyone is on the same
page. It could be used as a basis to measure a contractor’s
performance. In 2015, the Department published an annual
boiler inspection (ABI) “review list”. Perhaps they can provide
something similar now.

The MPC has created and provided members with a “pre-
inspection checklist”. We recommend that members use the
list to identify potential issues and that those be presented
to the owner or engineer ahead of an inspection. While this
list may be helpful, it does not take the place of an official list.
In the past, the Department did not want to be “boxed” into
working off a specific list, as it could limit their ability to iden-
tify an item that was not on the list. We believe that if during
an inspection a condition is identified, it can be added to the
inspection report.

DOB NOW BUILD:

All Boiler and associated permits are now required to be filed
in DOB NOW Build. Gone are the Schedule B and Schedule
C forms. They have been replaced by “Work Scopes”. While
similar to the older documents they replaced, they seem to be
just as difficult to complete accurately.

Another change from the BIS system is that every permit
type is filed as a separate permit. DOB NOW Build boiler
work typically has many different work types such as BE
(boilers, fuel storage, fuel piping, OP-49), PL, OT, and MH.
Build filings require that the RDP complete an additional
information sheet. This sheet will list any related Build or BIS
filings. This still makes it hard to track all of the work for a
specific job. An inspector needs to review an entire job across
a broad spectrum of permits. This is essential to ensure

that the system will operate properly. The multiple permit
method spreads information over different plans and docu-
ments. There are some RDPs that continue to turn out plans
and work scopes that are inaccurate. We recommend that
our members have all of these documents corrected prior

to setting foot on the job. The reply from owners, GCs and
RDPs alike is to keep going and we will do one PAA after the
inspection. What does all this mean? It means that the
product the licensee has to work with may be incomplete.

In some cases, the plans and documents are so bad that the

licensees could probably be violated for doing work outside
of the permitted scope of the plans and documents. Our
advice to licensees is that you must realize that while bad
construction documents are not your fault, if you start
work, or attest to the readiness of a job for an inspection, it
will quickly become your problem. We requested that the
Department make modifications to Build and offer additional
training for RDPs and expeditors to help produce better
construction documents for us to build the job. While the
DOB cannot discipline a RDP directly, they can suspend
their rights to file jobs with the Department and make
recommendations to the State Department of Education to
discipline the worst offenders.

Existing Conditions:

Existing conditions are the source of many inspection
failures. The Construction Codes are written for new
construction. Many of the issues the Boiler Division has is
with work in existing buildings that fall under their purview.
The Construction Codes also address existing buildings.
They require additions, alterations, renovations, or repairs to
a mechanical system to conform to the requirements for a
new system.

There are two major and often overlooked exceptions to
this. The first is that the work can be done without requiring
the existing mechanical system to comply with all other
requirements of the Code, providing that the work does

not cause an existing system to become unsafe, hazardous,
or overloaded. The other exception states that except as
provided for in the Code as a retroactive requirement, there
is no requirement to remove, alter, abandon, or prevent the
continued utilization and maintenance of a system lawfully
in existence at the time of the effective date of the Code.

What does all of this mean? If you are doing a simple boiler
replacement, you should not be required to upgrade the
entire system or boiler room up to the present Code. Does
this ever happen in the real world? No comment. What does
lawfully installed on the effective date of this Code mean?
This will be the subject of a future article. All Codes have
sections referencing existing buildings. These Code sections
make the assumption that all prior work was built under the
purview of a prior Code, which means there were permits and
inspections. Because the records are not always easy to find,
it is sometimes interpreted that if the existing installation was
compliant with the Code under which it was built, it would be
in compliance. This section is open to much interpretation.

If it should happen that remedial work is required to an
existing system, who is responsible for compliance?

The Code specifies that the mechanical systems must be
properly maintained in proper operating condition in
accordance with the original design. Who is responsible for
this maintenance? The Code maintains that it is the owner’s
responsibility for mechanical system maintenance.

(Continued on page 26)
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YOUR ONE SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR
PLUMBING, HEATING & HVAC NEEDS
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CALL TODAY 631-822-1200 OR VISIT WWW.RATHEASSOCIATES.COM
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NEW YORK CITY
WATER WORKS

816 East 140" Street, Bronx, NY 10454
(212) 567-3300 » (718) 292-5494 « Fax (718) 292-2233
Info@NYCWaterWorks.com « www.NYCWaterWorks.com

WATER MAINS & SEWERS
* Fire Sprinkler Water Mains » Water Taps & Sewer

 Site Work Connections Plugged
» Storm Drainage * Fire Hydrants

HIGHEST LEVEL OF SERVICE IN THE INDUSTRY SINCE 1929

Sam Foley, President
Conway Rampasaud, Vice President « Brian Freer, LMP # 1545

[ | L
EE ‘ Cure Water Damage
APPLIED TECHNOLOGIES (516) 400-5765 | (800) 690-2861
OF NEW YORK, INC
Boiler Room Systems you can rely on. Plumber Referral Program

Experience you can trust.
P 4 Water Damage Restoration « Sewage Cleanups

Proud to Represent the Following Manufacturers Crawl Space Sewage Cleanups * Mold Remediation

COLUMBIA JY o0 v =Hlton Serving Long Island, New York &
SRR =P All of Westchester, Suffolk, Kings,
B @.,..L!TWE R Eg Queens, & Bronx County
I;m|WEIL-MLAIN° ~ ARMSTRONG [§
. 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK
and more at www.atiofny.com

Long Island: 90 Plant Ave, Ste 110, Hauppauge, NY 11788

www.cwdofhicksville.com
NYC: 5 Penn Plaza, 23rd Fl, #2350, New York, NY 10001

P: 631.331.0215 « F: 631.928.4625 - www.atiofny.com
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SIMPLE
SLEEK &

SUSTAINABLE

Hydroelectric Turbine

Sustainable doesn’t have to be boring. Our ECOPOWER
faucets and flush valves use hydroelectricity to operate the
system, creating a sustainable loop. And with a variety of
designs for every aesthetic, it’'s easy to bring elegance to

any commercial bathroom.

TOTOUSA.COM | 917-237-0665 EXT. 3
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CLEAN DRY®
AND DRYER -

POWERED
BY WATER

@,

TOUCH
FREE

NSNS
RESPONSE

VISIT OUR TOTO NYC GALLERY
20 W 22nd Street, New York, NY 10010



The SupplyHouse.com App is now available!

2 Download on the N\, GETITON
' App Store }/’ Google Play

Over 180,000 Plumbing & HVAC
Products from Top Brands
at Your Fingertips!
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DOB U PDATES (Continued from page 21)

The Commissioner has the authority to order a system inspected. Article 303 of the NYC Administrative Code requires

the periodic inspection of Boiler systems. Every year over 330,000+ buildings have their heating plants inspected by a
qualified agency. The Department posts both mandatory and recommended check lists for these inspections. If the existing
installations are not in compliance with the Codes under which they were installed, the inspection agency is required to note
that on their report.

In a perfect world, the owner would be responsible for correcting the defects. How frustrating is it to try and explain to an
owner that they must do additional corrective work besides the work included in your proposal? They can claim that the
“boiler inspector” was there last year and did not find any issues.

One recommendation on the ABI review list is that the combustion air intakes shall be located at least 30” above grade to
avoid snow and debris. When it comes to an actual boiler inspection, this recommendation becomes mandatory and is
probably among the top ten failure items. In some instances, this is next to impossible to accomplish, especially in landmarked
buildings.

Areas Outside of the Work Scope:

We appreciate each inspector’s detail and eye toward safety. They are the last line of inspection to make sure a system can
operate safely. They have an obligation to review the entire job. Sometimes the inspector is going outside of the permitted
work scope to check areas such as the gas meter room to ensure there is adequate relief air. Another is if there are refrigerant
lines installed in the boiler room. This attention to detail enhances public safety.

Some existing conditions for items outside of the permitted work scope contribute to a percentage of the failures. ltems such
as “missing” floor drains; sump pumps, or GFl protected outlets come to mind. In some cases, the requirements imposed are

not consistent with the Codes. An example is when a Code approved appliance shutoff valve is rejected because it cannot be
operated without a wrench. The requirement to apply a pressure smoke test to an existing masonry chimney can also lead to
some heated conversations with RDPs. The intent of the Code is to provide the minimum standards to safeguard life, or limb,

and property.

Today'’s boiler inspectors are the most knowledgeable and professional personnel the Department has ever fielded. Most
have years of experience in the field installing and maintaining the systems that they are inspecting today. In addition to their
professional qualifications, they have real world work experience and the ability to apply commonsense solutions to resolve
issues, while maintaining the highest level of public safety.

To recap, we are in complete agreement that it is incumbent on all licensed tradespersons to ensure all work they are attesting
to is installed in strict compliance with the Codes, plans and submitted Construction documents. The information contained
on the plans, and in the construction documents, is the permitted work scope. All other work is outside of the permit. We
must be considerate and realize that any additional work required is an additional expense for the owners. If the Department
wishes to make retroactive requirements for a mechanical system or boiler room, they should request that it be added to the
Existing Building Code.

More work is needed to make DOB NOW Build workable for everyone. RDPs and expeditors must be held accountable for
their work. The MPC and our industry partners intend to address these issues with the Department and are confident that by
working together we can come up with an equitable process that will increase the passing rate for initial inspections and weed
out any bad apples. The process also needs to apply the experience of the industry and inspectors to create commonsense
based solutions for compliance that still maintains the minimum level of safety.

Register and Register/Replace

Another major issue has been the requirement for licensed master plumbers to prove the legality of an existing gas
appliance installation. The licensee will usually become aware of this because of an LAA audit but, in recent months,
Development inspectors have also been requiring it. Why is this happening? The stated reason is that if the Department
believes it is incumbent on the licensed plumber to provide a prior filing on the LAA application. Does the Code require this?
Visit www.nycmpc.org/ReadMore to find out.



Manufacturers representatives
of HVAC/R, Hydronic Heating,
Pumping and Domestic Hot Water Products and Equipment

Offering unparalleled support for its customers including:

In-house training detailing any part of the Venco product offering for:

Architects, Engineers, Contractors, Builders, Distributors
AIA & BPI registered instructors
Technical & service training

e Sales training

Job site assistance for:
e System design concept
¢ Equipment specification estimating
e Troubleshooting equipment and system

Specification and quote assistance for commercial & residential:
¢ Heating
¢ Cooling
e Water heating
e Radiant heating
e Domestic hot water
e Pumping & pressure boosting

In-house marketing assistance:

Main Office: ® Design and layout
755 Park Ave., Suite 300 ® Mailers, fliers, posters and literature
Huntington, New York 11743
Phone: (631) 754-0782 In-house staff:
Fax: (631) 754-4659 ¢ Customer service representatives

www.grundfos.com Honeywell Home  RESIDED BRALXMANN
PEX- .F"IPI'NG SYSTEMS

www.testo.com https://customer.resideo.com WWWLZLIN.COm

www.beckettcorp.com

SR, Honeywell Thermo Pride BURNHAM
BoilerCompany i o omecreo e
www.ushoiler.net www.customer.honeywell.com wrnTReRrLOom www.thermopride.com www.burnham.com
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Pennsylvania (Eastern) bt STEEL TANKS

AMERICAN GAS SAFETY
www.americangassafety.com www.granbytanks.com W superiorwaterconditioners.com
New Jersey (Entire State)
New York (Long Island, NYC, and Lower NY State)
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SAVE THE DATE - 4th Annual Golf Outing

Monday, July 12, 2021
The Village Club at Lake Success

Please save the date for MPC’s 4th Annual Golf Outing.

This year’s outing may look a little different due to COVID-19
precautions and regulations, but we are optimistic about hosting
this year’s event. In a yearly tradition, proceeds from the Golf

Outing will be donated to the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

MPC Training Courses

Below is a list of courses that the MPC offers. Please visit
our website - www.nycmpc.org - for a schedule of upcoming
courses!

e Burner Safeguard Relay Course *
o Backflow Re-Certification Course *
o Gas Code Revie.w Program for those seeking
Gas Quialification *
e Basic | and Il Gas Appliance Classes *
e 16 Hour Limited Gas Work Qualification
e Gas Operator Qualification Task 86/87 Training **
o Gas Operator Qualification Task 86/87 In-Person

Refresher Course **

*These courses are offered to MPC members only.
**These courses are only available to Plumbing Foundation
GOQ members.

Welcome New Members!

¢ Michael Binkley, L&M Mechanical NY Corp

o Ellis Wagner, JJM Services Plumbing Corp

e New York Engineering Associates, PC

e Zachary Gerakaris, Major Plumbing LLC

¢ Kevin Rozza, Rozza Plumbing & Heating Corp.

¢ Sunny Johal, Tidal Plumbing & Heating

e Supplyhouse.com

¢ Anthony Edwards, Midtown Plumbing & Heating Corp
e Alan Brutosky, Alan J, Brutosky Plumbing Contractor

Visit www.nycmpc.org/JoinMPC to complete your
membership application today!

The Voice Photo Column

You're invited to submit your own photos for our photo
column in the Voice! If you have photos from job sites that
fit any of the following categories, send them in! Your photo
might end up in the Voice!

Themes:

@ Volume 2 - Strange Happenings

o Volume 3 - Proud Achievements

@ Volume 4 - Wall of Fails

Please note by submitting a photo you are confirming that the photo is
your own, or you have permission to use the photo.

Please visit www.nycmpc.org/PhotoColumn
to submit your photos!




