
COVID-19 Updates – 3.31.20
The MPC is providing information mostly derived from official Government 
sources. In addition, we have provided links to some free sites regarding 
compliance with federal labor laws. This update is provided to bring you 
information only. This information is being updated on a continuous basis 
and, as such, you should personally verify that it is accurate before relying 
on it. As the leader of your business, you are responsible for all actions 
related to your business. Please check with your personal attorney before 
making decisions regarding employees. 

Message from the Executive Board
This shortened version is being sent to members with the most up to date 
information regarding the DOB service notice to cease non-essential 
construction, effective March 31, 2020. Yesterday we sent the notice that 
the DOB was closing down all non-essential construction. There was a 
provision stating that any time emergency construction work is going to be 
undertaken the DOB must be contacted.

That may not apply to all types of emergency plumbing work that is, or will 
be, undertaken. The MPC followed up and asked some questions. Please 
see the questions and answers on the following pages.

Right now only you can control your future. We will try to provide as much 
information as possible to help you make decisions. We would also like to 
hear how plumbers are coping with this crisis.
Email us: info@nycmpc.org

STAY SAFE

mailto:info@nycmpc.org


DOB Orders Halt to Construction
Effective 03-31-20



MPC questions whether or not a 
licensee must provide notification.



DOB Response 



COVID-19 Updates – 3.31.20

Message from the DOB Committee

What the DOB response states is that if you are working on a permitted job 
that meets the criteria for emergency work, you may keep working and may 
notify the DOB through DOB Now Build.

If you are responding to an emergency, such as a water or gas leak, you do 
not need to notify the DOB. We will follow-up to clarify that while some 
plumbing work may be considered as ordinary by Code definition, it still 
may be something that is essential and requires your immediate response.

If you file for an LAA, you must notify the DOB through DOB NOW Build.

Whatever you do, please make sure you follow all rules and Codes. The DOB 
is out enforcing this. There will be a FAQ section coming out later this week. 
As soon as that is available, we will review it and reach back out to 
membership.

As far as office personnel, if you have the ability to allow your office 
personnel to work remotely, please do so. If you need to staff your office, 
you should be permitted to because those people are required to support 
the essential workers who are responding to the call.

We would like to hear from you about any questions or concerns relating to 
emergency work. Email us: dob@nycmpc.org

mailto:dob@nycmpc.org


Contacting the DOB

From the DOB:

Alt-2 Permitted Work:

The applicant (registered design professional) must 
be the one to submit the request.

LAA Work:

An LMP may only submit a request for LAA jobs.

What's going to happen?

DOB will be putting out a detailed FAQ later today.



https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/pdf/covid-19_essential_construction_sn.pdf
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https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/bldgs_bulletins/bb_2020-004.pdf
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