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Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) was established in June 2012 by with the intent
to provide support for individuals who entered or remained in the United States as minors
illegally to become gainfully employed as contributing members of our communities. This
program was rescinded in September of 2017. Not only will applications to the DACA program
no longer be accepted, but the fate of the current 800,000 "Dreamers" is unknown.
Research informs us that forced displacement of children from their home countries has
potentially significant adverse effects on development. Ending DACA could likely compromise
the health and well-being of these individuals by re-experiencing separation from families and
environmental security.
Many of us have come to know these "Dreamers" as our friends, family, students, clients, and
colleagues and thus, the rescinding of this program affects us all. The Ohio Psychological
Association denounces the end of the DACA program and encourages the community to take
action by contacting your local legislators.
Contact senators and representatives in Congress today by phone, FAX, or email. Provide your
name and zip code to identify that you are a constituent in their district. Urge members of
Congress to protect these immigrants, who know America as home, from deportation. Please
take action now!
Not sure who your legislators are, click here to find out. (https://whoismyrepresentative.com/)
References:

Bean, T.M., Eurelings-Bontekoe, E., and Spinhoven, P. (2007). Course and predictors of mental health of
unaccompanied refugee minors in Netherlands: one year follow-up. Social Science Medicine; 64. P.
1204-1215.
Fazel, M., Reed, R., Panter-Brick, C., and Stein, A. (2012). Mental health of displaced and refugee
children resettled in high-income countries: risk and protective factors. Lancet, 379, p. 266-282. DOI:
10.1016/S0140-6736(11)60051-2
Quosh, Constanze; Eloul, Liyam; Ajlani, Rawan ‘Mental health of refugees and displaced persons in Syria
and surrounding countries: A systematic review’. Intervention: International Journal of Mental Health,
Psychosocial Work & Counselling in Areas of Armed Conflict. Vol.11 (3), Nov 2013, pp. 276-294.

