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School is starting and communities 
throughout the state are collecting supplies 
to benefit students and teachers.

Oklahoma newspapers are covering 
those efforts in news stories that tell resi-
dents how to make a donation and what the 
donations will be used for.

The Perry Daily Journal supports local 
schools with a Christmas in July subscrip-
tion promotion.  New or renewing subscrib-
ers can purchase a subscription for half 
price with $5 of that amount being donated 
to the school of their choice.

The Daily Journal collected a total of 
$1,082 with the bulk amount going to Perry 
Public Schools.

Gloria Brown, managing editor of the 
Daily Journal, delivered a check in the 
amount of $780 to Dr. Terry McCarty, 
Perry’s new superintendent of schools.

“I’m so pleased,” said McCarty. “This 
is great. Even $50 would have been noted, 
but $780 is wonderful. The schools really 
appreciate the help.”

McCarty was told the money could be 
used wherever it was needed to benefit 
teachers and students.

Steve and Kelli Bolton, owners and pub-
lishers of the Comanche County Times, 
also help collect school supplies for local 
children. 

Thanks to Comanche’s annual school 
supply drive, 111 school children took 
home school supplies and backpacks.

In a Facebook post, Steve Bolton said 
some of the children asked where all the 
supplies came from.

“I paused,” wrote Bolton, “ and then said, 
‘Jesus had Santa and some great people 
bring it early for His most special little boys 
and girls for the first day of school.’”

Bolton said the children’s eyes lit up as 
they smiled and ran to pick out a backpack 
to fill with supplies.

In thanking those who donated, Bolton 
wrote, “Never did we feel from any of 
the parents a sense of entitlement, but 
only thankfulness for their generosity and 
efforts for their children.”

Local churches, businesses, police and 
fire departments, and other organizations 
are stepping up efforts to provide for school 

children and those efforts are being show-
cased in local newspapers.

The McAlester News-Capital reported 
on communities donating school supplies 
for schools in need due to the recent bud-
get cuts made by the state capitol.

Reporter Allyson Gregory said in the 
past, many teachers were forced to use 
their own money, but this year, McAlester 
saw group efforts to stock classes with 
school supplies.

Stuff the Bus is a popular event in 
many communities. Community members 
are asked to donate enough supplies to 
fill a bus. In Ponca City, the Chamber 
of Commerce Tourism Bureau sponsored 
the annual drive. A photo of the bus and 
locations of where to take donations was 
featured in the Ponca City News.

In Claremore, nearly a dozen downtown 
merchants joined forces to help students. 
The Claremore Daily Progress featured the 

event on the front page with information on 
how and where to donate.

School supplies for pre-K through sixth 
grades were provided by the Ringling Unit-
ed Methodist women’s group for the third 
year, the Ringling Eagle reported. The 
group held several fund-raisers throughout 
the year to raise funds for the supplies.

Angela Thomason, a reporter at the 
Vinita Daily Journal, reported that many 
local churches pitched in to help provide 
free school supplies, shoes and haircuts for 
Craig County kids.

Through the generosity of civic groups, 
organizations and individuals, Oklahoma’s 
school children will be better prepared for 
their first day back to school.

And as the doors of the schools open, 
Oklahoma newspapers will be there to 
cover events ranging from the first day to 
the first football game.

Gloria Brown, editor of the Perry Daily Journal, presents a $780 check to Dr. Terry McCarty, 
Perry’s new superintendent of schools. The funds, which is earmarked to help students and 
teachers, was raised through a subscription drive.

Photo by Leslie Fleming reprinted with permisson of the Perry Daily Journal

Oklahoma newspapers report 
on generosity of the community
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A few weeks ago I was looking at the 
OPA website and saw that Kevin Slimp 
was having a webinar on Photoshop.

The cost was minimal and it sounded 
like it might be useful for the Herald, so 
Jennifer Pitts from our paper signed up.

The webinar was briskly paced, she 
said, but she thought he had several sug-
gestions that would improve the way our 
photos looked in print.

Boy, did they.
The first edition in which we imple-

mented Kevin’s suggestions was the 
best our paper has ever looked.

My first thought was: Hallelujah! 
And my second thought was: Our paper 
could have looked like this all along if 
we’d known what Kevin Slimp knew.

The press crew at The Norman Tran-
script always gives us excellent press-
work, but this time we had learned how 
to give them a better product to put on 
the press. The result was a beautiful 
edition.

In retrospect, I see we had been in a 
rut and didn’t know what we didn’t know 
until Kevin clued us in. 

It’s easy to be in that situation. With 
today’s world of smaller staffs spread too 
thin, focus tends to be on the immedi-
ate task of getting out the next edition. 
There doesn’t always seem to be time 
to seek out those who might know more 
than we do, or to take two giants steps 
backward and look for better, faster 
ways to do things.

One of my greatest achievements as 
the publisher of a weekly paper came 

one weekend when I was locked in mor-
tal combat with QuickBooks. 

When I was the publisher of a daily, 
I had a bookkeeper and didn’t have to 
worry about the mechanics of how to 
produce reports and invoices and such. 

My interest was in knowing that the 
data that went into them was correct. 
Beyond that, it was like sausage-making. 
I knew people had to do things to make 
reports and to make sausage, but I 
wasn’t interested in knowing the details 
of either.

At the Herald, I am the bookkeeper. 
And my least favorite task each month 
is to produce the advertiser invoices. It’s 
repetitive detail work, and I grew frus-
trated because so many of the invoices 
were for the same thing yet I had to 
keystroke them all individually.

And then one day I noticed a button in 
QuickBooks that said: “Create a copy.” 
Curious, I clicked and – voila! – I was 
able to make a whole bunch of copies of 
an invoice and then go back and change 
the clients one-by-one. Cut my time by 
maybe 30 percent. I am sure I felt like 
Edison when his lightbulb came on for 
the first time.

Not as dramatic a change as what the 
Photoshop tips brought, but it certainly 
helped my disposition and gave me a 
little more time for shooting photos and 
writing columns and other things that I 
enjoy more than doing invoices.

And it reinforced the need to be alert 
for opportunities to learn how to do 
things better or faster. 

Be on the outlook for 
learning opportunities

O

by Brian Blansett
 Publisher of the Tri-County Herald 
 2017-2018 OPA President

    On that
      note…

The McAlester News-Capital recently 
hired Allyson Gregory as a reporter. 

Gregory graduated from East Cen-
tral University in Ada with a degree in 
English.

She has worked as a free-lancer for 
The Ada News, the News-Capital’s sister 
newspaper, for the last several months. 

Her work there proved to be top-
notch, prompting her hire in McAlester. 

Gregory said she’s excited about this 
new chapter in her life, working as a 
general assignment reporter covering 
McAlester and Pittsburg County. 

“I look forward to getting the oppor-
tunity to explore reporting and journal-
ism to its fullest and diving into a field I 
want to make a career out of,” Gregory 
said.

New reporter at McAlester News-Capital

Claremore Daily Progress names
Kristy J. Geisler as new publisher

The Claremore Progress 
welcomes Kristy J. Geisler 
as its new publisher follow-
ing the retirement of current 
publisher Carolyn Ashford.

Geisler’s experience 
includes 25 years in the 
newspaper industry. 

She began her newspa-
per career at the Standard 
Journal in Rexburg, Idaho, 
where she served eight years as director 
of advertising sales and three years as 
president/publisher. 

After that, she worked at 
newspapers in a number of 
other states including Arizona 
and Montana. 

“My husband and I intend 
to immerse ourselves in Clare-
more. Everyone has been 
extremely welcoming and the 
customer service we have 
received has been excellent,” 
Geisler said. 

Geisler and her husband, Randy, are 
avid golfers. They have three married 
sons.

Grove Sun welcomes new sports editor
The Grove Sun has welcomed Byron 

Beers to its staff as sports editor. He 
replaces former sports editor Chloe 
Goff. Beers will cover sports through-
out Delaware County, including Grove 
and Jay.

Beers has worked at several news-
papers across Oklahoma including the 
Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise, El 

Reno Tribune, Owasso Reporter, Pied-
mont-Surrey Gazette, and most recently, 
The Pryor Times.

He was raised in Owasso and studied 
journalism at Northeastern Oklahoma 
A&M College in Miami and the Univer-
sity of Central Oklahoma. Beers also 
spent three years in the Air Force.

Madill Record adds new reporter to staff
The Madill Record has hired Tina Fir-

quain as its new reporter/photographer. 
Firquain comes to the paper from the 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma where she 
worked as a reporter and photographer 
for their newspaper, the Biskinik.

She will cover all of the Marshall Coun-
ty community including sports, meet-
ings, special events and more. 

Firquain is a longtime resident of 
Texoma and spent most of her life in 
Denison, Texas, and Durant. 

She is a graduate of Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University where she 
earned a bachelor’s degree in broadcast 
communication and journalism. 

The Weatherford Daily News has pro-
moted Josh Burton to managing editor. 
Burton has served as sports editor for 
the paper for almost a year – writing sto-
ries, shooting videos, designing pages 
and editing stories. 

“This newspaper has a great team 
and my goal is to continue providing the 

best source of news for Weatherford and 
surrounding communities,” Burton said.

Burton has over 11 years of newspa-
per experience, working for newspapers 
across the state and Texas, including 
the Lawton Constitution, The Shawnee 
News-Star and the Owasso Reporter.

Weatherford News names new editor

The National Newspaper Association is bringing its convention to Tulsa! 
Join other newspaper professionals for discussions about the industry. 

Plus a trade show with approximately 30 vendors.

REGISTER TODAY
2017 NNA CONVENTION & TRADE SHOW

THURS, OCT. 5 – SAT, OCT. 7 • TULSA, OKLAHOMA
For more information and to register, see
NNAWEB.ORG/CONVENTION
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Okmulgee Times staffer 
switches to full-time 

The Okmulgee Times has hired Kait-
lyn Dillard as a full-time employee, split-
ting duties between sales and editorial.

The 23-year-old has been a part-time 
employee of the Okmulgee Times since 
March. She reports on City Council and 
has become known for her movie review 
column, “A Night at the Orpheum.”

Dillard graduated from the Univer-
sity of Science and Arts of Oklahoma in 
Chickasha. During college, she worked 
for the student-run newspaper, The 
Trend.

The Guthrie News Leader recently 
added two new staff members.

Kenchelle Vaughn is the new media-
marketing consultant and Emily Brash-
ier joins the staff as a print, digital and 
photo specialist.

Vaughn recently graduated from the 
University of Central Oklahoma. She has 
worked in sales at Best Buy for the past 
four years.

Brashier is a 2003 graduate of Okla-
homa State University who has been in 
the photojournalism industry for more 
than a decade. Prior to joining the News 
Leader team, Brashier was the edito-
rial and advertising photographer for 
SPLURGE! OKC Magazine. 

Two new staff
members added
at News Leader

The McAlester News-Capital 
recently said goodbye to Executive 
Editor Glen Puitt, who accepted an 
executive editor position in Kentucky.

Puitt spent three years at the News-
Capital, moving to Oklahoma from 
Michigan.

“I’m very proud of the work we’ve 
done at the McAlester News-Capital 
during my tenure,” Puitt said. 

With Puitt leaving, Adrian O’Hanlon 
III was promoted to the position of 
news editor, and Managing Editor 
James Beaty’s newsroom manage-
ment responsibilities were enhanced.

Prior to his promotion, O’Hanlon 
was sports editor at the News-Capi-
tal. He graduated from Texas A&M 
University in 2011 with a degree in 
agricultural communication and jour-
nalism. 

He worked as a one-man sports 

department at the Gatesville Messen-
ger in Texas before deciding to pursue 
a master’s at the University of North 
Texas. O’Hanlon spent a year as a 
teaching assistant at UNT and as a 
freelance sports writer for The Den-
ton Record-Chronicle.

In February 2014, he joined the 
staff of his hometown newspaper, The 
Herald Democrat in Sherman, Texas, 
as a full-time sports writer. 

O’Hanlon started at the News-Capi-
tal in 2015 as sports editor and gradu-
ated with a master’s in journalism 
from UNT in May 2016.

“I look forward to working more 
closely with Hall of Fame journal-
ist James Beaty and continuing the 
MN-C’s reputation as the leading 
news source in Southeast Oklahoma,” 
O’Hanlon said. 

He is committed to continuing 

the newspaper’s watchdog role and 
expanding the newspaper’s digital 
presence.

Beaty, who joined the staff of the 
News-Capital two days after gradu-
ating from East Central University, 
has covered the people, events and 
happenings of Pittsburg County for 
more than 30 years. He was inducted 
into the Oklahoma Journalism Hall of 
Fame this year.

Corey Stolzenbach has joined the 
McAlester News-Capital team as its 
new sports editor. Stolzenbach is orig-
inally from Illinois and graduated from 
Colombia College Chicago with a jour-
nalism degree. 

As a member of the Society for 
American Baseball Research Biogra-
phy Project, he interviewed former 
Major League Baseball players.

McAlester News-Capital announces 
management changes in newsroom 

 The Sayre Record & Beckham Coun-
ty Democrat celebrated its 30th anniver-
sary with a name change. 

Starting with its first edition in August, 
the weekly newspaper was renamed The 
Beckham County Democrat.

“We want our name to reflect our 
commitment to serve the whole county,” 
said Brad Spitzer, co-publisher of the 
County Democrat.

The newspaper also announced that 
Connie Ferrero has been promoted to 
the position of editor.

Dayva Spitzer, who has served as edi-
tor and co-publisher since 1987, made 
the decision to semi-retire due to health 
reasons.

Ferrero began working at the news-
paper during her senior year in high 
school. A native of Erick, she attended 
Southwestern Oklahoma State Univer-

sity in Sayre and Weatherford, study-
ing communications and working in all 
departments of the student newspaper, 
The Southwestern.

When Ferrero and her family moved 
to Enid in 2003, she worked at the Enid 
News as an advertising executive. After 
the family returned to Sayre in 2005, 
Ferrero went back to work at the news-
paper as advertising manager/associate 
editor.

Brad and Dayva Spitzer chartered 
The Sayre Record in August 1987. In 
1997, they purchased the Erick Beck-
ham County Democrat, merging the two 
papers. 

Over the years the Spitzers have been 
active in promoting progress and growth 
for Sayre and the area. 

Sayre Record has a new name
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What do you do about the summer 
blahs?

Heat, drought and more drain our 
energy physically and creatively, affect-
ing our writing and every phase of work, 
as quality suffers, it seems. Routine 
becomes our way of slogging through 
those blahs, enabling us to “just get the 
paper out.”

Short of hoping for an early fall freeze, 
I don’t have a cure, but here is advice for 
coping with the blahs and routine in our 
writing. 
• Go back to basics.
• Before you write any story, write 

this sentence: “This is a story about 
____ and it’s interesting to the reader 
because ____.” (If you can’t write that, 
you are not ready to start writing.)

• Ask, “If I wrote my story without 
notes, what would it say?”

• If the reader took a test on the story, 
what do I want her to remember?

• (Hint No. 1 – this means you must 
think about your readers first, their 
interests, how they’re affected.)

• (Hint No. 2 – the answers should be 
in a potential headline – five words 
maximum. Write it first. It’ll help your 
story writing.)

• Start your story with those items. 
• Your goal is to make the story inter-

esting.
• Go for the drama – what affects the 

most people.
• Focus on people.
• Use quotes.
• Use specific details.
• Short words, sentences, paragraphs. 

But not all the same lengths.
• Tell a story. 
• Remember, it’s hot and people don’t 

have much energy, so... Keep it short 
– like this 238-word article.

LOOKIN‘EM OVER. Summer is a good 
time for series.

• Tahlequah Daily Press, Tesina Jack-
son on city codes, “Keeping up with 
the codes.”

• The Norman Transcript, Joy Hamp-
ton’s penetrating stories on domestic 
abuse. Here’s her lead to “recogniz-
ing signs of abuse”: “Tex was lonely 
after his wife of over 50 years died. 
When he met a charming widow near 
his age who showed him a lot of atten-
tion and praise, it was only a matter of 
months before they married.”

• Kingfisher Times & Free Press, on oil-
field traffic, “Growth spurt”: “Sharing 
the road III – Is the influx of oil field 
trucks sideswiping public safety?”

NOTEABLE:
• Climb 400 feet in the air to do a story? 

No thanks, but The Oklahoman’s Juli-
ana Keeping and photographer Paul 
Hellstern did to write about the men 
who maintain wind turbines. Her lead: 
“The gleaming white prairie giants 
that jut out of the red earth, spinning 
Oklahoma’s ample wind gusts into 
electricity….” 

• Newspaper leadership in the Tulsa 
World, with Paighten Harkin’s com-
prehensive coverage of Oklahoma’s 
drastic higher education cuts.

• The Sentinel Leader headlined “What 
will ‘Make America great again’?” 
with homespun, personable coverage 
of a July 4 parade, by Carol Brazil 
Griffin, concluding with “And, I must 
remember the bug spray as the ticks 
and chiggers think they are always 
invited to family gatherings.”

• Heavener Ledger, getting the word 
“slumlord” in headline on Craig Hall’s 
city council story.

• Ada News, fighting the fight, Eric 
Swanson reporting on a jobs pro-
gram refusing to release compensa-
tion records, although taking almost 
a half-million dollars in tax funds.

• Wagoner County American-Tribune, 
Christy Wheeland’s conversational 
lead on “leap of a lifetime”: “what bet-
ter way to spend a hot July day than 
to take an exhilarating jump out of a 
perfectly good aircraft? For 89-year-
old Vurnell Morgan, that’s exactly 
what he did….”

• I don’t like look-all-the-same fire-
works photos, but Hannah Tomlinson 
of the The Moore American knows how 
to do it right. Enter it in a contest.

• Sequoyah County Times on-the-scene 
spot news coverage of fatal shooting 
in a fast food joint, by Roy Faulken-
berry.

• Bravo to The Seminole Producer for 
Karen Anson’s story on 104-year-old 
Pulitzer winner, Vance Trimble, “The 
Stories He Can Tell.”

IDEAS YOU SHOULD STEAL. 
• Adam Troxtell of The Moore American 

on the rampant absenteeism on the 
city council, name by name.

• Karen Maple at The Madill Record 
on DHS budget cuts affecting the 
county.

• The Ardmoreite, Tiffany Ditto, lunch 
with local officials Q and A series.

• Dominance – The Black Chronicle’s 
banner headlines, “Elusive ‘Ghost’ 
Nabbed!” by Thomas E. Seward. The 
Purcell Register, photos and writing, 
John D. Montgomery and Jeannie 
Grimes.
Wonderful writing, on a controversy, 

in The Journal Record, by Molly M. 
Fleming. Her lead: “Biscuit Debris and 
drag shows could both disappear from 
the iconic, hole-in-the-wall corner of NW 
50th Street and Classen Boulevard. Clas-
sen Grill, the HiLo club and their neigh-
bors might be displaced in favor of a 
Braum’s.”

HEAD’EM UP AWARDS.
First place, The Journal Record, Ted 

Streuli’s headline on Fleming’s story 
about Braum’s wanting to replace iconic 
Classen businesses, including a drag 
club, 

WHAT A DRAG!

Second place, Holdenville News, on 
boosters repairing fences at softball dia-
mond

SOFTBALL BOOSTER CLUB 
SWINGS FOR THE FENCES

Third place, tie, Henryetta Free Lance, 
on the first bar in the county

DRY NO MORE
The Moore American, on Joy Hamp-

ton’s story about a woman meteorologist
SKY’S THE ONLY LIMIT

Honorable mentions: McCurtain Daily 
Gazette, “OSBI: Jones was alive, bound, 
dropped headfirst into well”; The Pur-
cell Register, on a 50-year-old restaurant, 
“Homestyle goodness still on Ruby’s 
menu”; Enid News & Eagle, on James 
Neal coffee roaster story, “Coffee… with 
a side of charity”; Cushing Citizen, on Jim 
Perry story about a sleep expert, “From 
A to Zzz”; Yukon Progress on Misty Wood 
and Tim Farley story about large water 
bills, “Down the drain”; Garvin County 
News Star, on Jeff Shultz story, “Keep 
your cool in the heat.”

Clark’s Critique
by Terry M. Clark

Journalist
tmclark44@gmail.com 

@okieprof

Overcoming summertime writer’s fatigue

See more front pages on Page 5

Newspapers featured this month are The Sentinel Leader, The Seminole Producer, 
The Moore American, Heavener Ledger, The Black Chronicle, The Journal Record, The 
Oklahoman, Tulsa World, The Purcell Register and Sequoyah County Times.
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Thunder make free agency acquisitions, Sports

Heartland lights up

Moore’s July 4 celebration in 
the park is a family tradition

Minutes from a dozen 
city council meetings 
this year show all six 
members and the mayor 
have all been present at 
one meeting just once 

so far.
In 2017, there have 

been 18 absences from 
regular city council 
meetings so far. Th at 
matches the total from 
all of 2016.

Ward 3 council mem-
ber Terry Cavnar holds 
the bulk of absences, 
missing seven of the 12 

By Adam Troxtell
American Editor

Police in multiple 
states are looking for a 
couple allegedly using 
a similar scam to steal 
tens of thousands of 
dollars worth of jewelry.

Moore and Oklahoma 
City are now on their 

list of cities hit.
Lewis Jewelers in 

Moore reported the 
theft of an engagement 
ring worth $32,000 
on June 24. Since that 
report and a subsequent 
appeal to the public for 
assistance from Moore 

Council 
attendance
At halfway point, council has as 
many absences as all of 2016

2017
Out of 12 meetings
Ward 1 
Danielle McKenzie - 2
Adam Webb - 2
Ward 2 
Mark Hamm - 2
Melissa Hunt - 1
Ward 3 
Terry Cavnar - 7
Jason Blair - 4
Mayor
Glenn Lewis - 1

2016
Out of 24 meetings
Ward 1 
Danielle McKenzie* - 0
Adam Webb - 3
Ward 2 
Mark Hamm - 1
Melissa Hunt - 2
Ward 3 
Terry Cavnar - 7
Jason Blair - 4
Mayor
Glenn Lewis - 1
*McKenzie appointed 
midway through year

City Council Absences

Adam Troxtell
American Editor
@TranscriptAdam

Jami Boettcher grew up 
in Norman, never guessing 
she would someday con-
duct potentially life-saving 
research or be the fi rst 
woman ever on at least one 
job site. Maybe it was des-
tiny, or maybe it was more 
about a teacher who cared 

enough to help her believe 
in herself. 

On June 5, 1966, at age 9, 
Boettcher was visiting fam-
ily in Enid and had “a close 
encounter with a tornado” 
that she still remembers 
vividly.

“I was staying with my 
aunt and her roommate, 
and we just jumped in the 
car and drove away and 
got under an underpass,” 
Boettcher said. “We did all 
of the things you shouldn’t 

do. It was frightening to me 
because I didn’t understand 
what was happening. I 
remember looking up and 
seeing debris.”

A decade later during her 
sophomore year at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma, that 
experience would infl uence 
her life calling as a meteo-
rologist.

“I don’t remember what 
triggered it but … I decided 

Sky’s the only limit

Hannah Tomlinson / The American
The Goudeau family soaks in the explosive fi reworks grand fi nale at Buck Thomas Park Tuesday night. David Goudeau said 
his family, of Midwest City, will meet up with friends from Norman and OKC for the Moore show every year. Below: The crowd 
enjoys the continuing explosions in the sky. More photos on page A2.

By Hannah Tomlinson
For the American

Buck Th omas Park 
teemed with life Tuesday 
night as side streets and 
surrounding neighborhoods 
became overfl ow park-
ing and watchpoints for 
Moore’s annual Celebration 
in the Heartland Fourth of 
July event.

Th e star-spangled crowd 
moseyed and played among 
the dozens of vendor 
booths, activity tents, and 
infl atables to the tunes of 

live band Hook & Stars. 
Some families brought cool-
ers with their wagons full 
of grass-friendly gear while 
others loaded up on goodies 
from food trucks.

Every few minutes, a 
helicopter whirred across a 
clear sky with a fresh batch 
of riders who were already 
getting a bird’s eye view of 
neighborhood fi reworks 
before the sun set.

No one seemed in a 
hurry, but the air was full of 

See SHOW Page A2

Couple sought 
over ring thefts

See THEFT Page A3

Submitted Photo
Moore Police Department is asking for information 
on this couple in connection with a theft of a $32,000 
ring from Lewis Jewelers.

See ABSENT Page A3

Teacher inspires Boettcher to enter male-dominated fi eld

Joy Hampton
Senior Staff Writer
@JoyInvestigates

See WEATHER Page A3

Meteorologist Jami 
Boettcher looks 
at radar data 
Wednesday in 
her offi ce at the 
National Weather 
Center. Math 
wasn’t something 
Boettcher felt she 
was good at until 
a teacher inspired 
her to pursue the 
fi eld and, 
subsequently, 
meteorology.

Joy Hampton / 
The American

These young descendants of Buck and Lorena Brazil are enjoying a ride in the parade.
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Sullivan
fund set up
at the bank

A fund has been established
at the All America Bank in
Sentinel for Derik and Carla
Sullivan to help with funeral
expenses for their son, Boz
Mac.

Check on your
neighbors
during the

HOT weather!
Get Involved

Athletes must
get physicals
before school
starts

All students in grades 7-12
who plan on participating in ath-
letics for the 2017-18 school
year must have a physical per-
formed prior to the first day of
school. The link to the OSSAA
Physical Form is: http://
www.ossaarankings.com/docs/
2017-18/PhysicalForm.pdf

You can also pick up a
physical form directly inside the
main west doors of the High
School building from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. each weekday.

Sentinel
School sets
enrollment
for 2017-2018
school year

Enrollment for the 2017-18
Sentinel School students will
be Tuesday,August 1, 2017.

Kindergarten through 5th
grade students will enroll at 6
p.m. in the school cafeteria.
ALL parents are encouraged
to come fill out enrollment
packets for their K-5th grade
children.

Pre-kindergarten students
who didn’t pre-enroll in April
are also encouraged to enroll
onAugust 1 and bring docu-
mentation.

Students in the 6th through
12th grades will enroll Tues-
day,August 1, at 7 p.m. in the
school auditorium.

After the information ses-
sion in the auditorium, students
and their parents will go to
designated rooms to fill out
enrollment information.

The first day of classes is
Thursday,August 10, begin-
ning at 8:30 a.m.

For more information call
580-393-2112 ext 1.

New students must bring
proof of residency, birth cer-
tificate, and immunization
records.

School website:
www.sentinel.k12.ok.us

All SPS students will re-
ceive free school supplies (ex-
cluding backpacks and head-
phones) in their individual
classrooms on Thursday,Au-
gust 10.

July 14, 2017
As I wiped up a few fallen

Cheerios, Fruit Loops, and
Frosted Flakes, and as I lis-
tened to the sound of four pair
of Big Smith overalls tossing
in the dryer, I had time to pon-
der the theme of the Sentinel,
Oklahoma, 4th of July parade
which was "Make America
GreatAgain."

Those Big Smith overalls
were once worn by Buck and
Lorena Brazil's grandchildren;
however, this week they were
worn by their great-grandchil-
dren. Gathered to celebrate
the family heritage of Buck
and Lorena were their children
and spouses, grandchildren
and wives, and great-grand-
children and two dogs. (Buck
would have had a bird dog
always--but these were a
beagle and a boxer--sorry,
Dad, and yes they got to stay
in the house!). These family
members ranged in age from
two to 74. They came from
Oklahoma,Texas, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Nebraska, and
Indiana.

The boxer entered the dog
parade and won Most Patri-
otic. (Just as important as win-
ning at a Field Dog Trial!).The
John Deere Gator was
washed, polished, wheel
dressed, and decorated with
lots of red, white, blue flags,
ribbons, and other decora-
tions. It was driven by Buck
and Lorena's son-in-law and
a grandson as shotgun, and
four great-grandsons in the
back sharing candy and gum
with those along the parade
route. The gator which was,
in one way or another, deco-
rated by everyone won the
ATV/Golf cart division.

What makes small town,
Sentinel, Oklahoma, so at-
tractive and a draw to all of
us? It’s heritage and a feeling
of family for almost a century.
Sentinel is a friendly, welcom-
ing town that has some resi-
dents who still remember us:
Bettie Brazil; Buck and
Lorena Brazil; Clark, Carol,
and Max Brazil; W.C. Keas;

Carl Clark; Cuba Clark; etc.
Now the children bring their
own grandchildren to cel-
ebrate this way of life.

A way of life. A place
where neighbors know neigh-
bors and watch out for them
and their property. A place
where it costs nothing to en-
ter the parade--you just show
up.A place where all ages dot

the one Main Street and await
with anticipation the 20 min-
utes of the parade. A place
where an untimely death is ac-
knowledged and tears shared
right in the middle of the pa-
rade. A place where the tra-
dition for this family is a trip
to Pearce's Southside for 20
corndogs.A place where the
postmaster acknowledges
that the gator is representa-
tive of Lorena Brazil. A place

What will “Make America Great Again”?

Cordell’s hospital wants to
hear from you.

Cordell Memorial Hospital
needs your help in completing
a local health survey for the
community health needs as-
sessment it is conducting.
 CMH has partnered with the
Oklahoma Office of Rural
Health for this project. 

“We need to hear from our
community members so that
we can identify specific health
needs and prepare to meet
them,” said Cordell Memorial
Hospital CEO Landon Hise.
 ”They can do this by filling out
a health needs survey.”   

Hise said that community
members can either pick up the
survey at Cordell Memorial
Hospital, fill it out at home and
return it to the hospital, or
they can be fill out the online
version of the survey at https:/
/www.surveymonkey.com/r/
CordellSurvey. 

The overall health needs as-
sessment process will include
four community meetings.
Each meeting will be at noon
and shouldn’t exceed an hour.

The survey will be available
until October 5, and the sur-
vey results will be presented
at the October 12 community
meeting.  

July 11-17, 2017
July 11 97 .......... 72
July 12 98 .......... 72
July 13 97 .......... 71
July 14 101 ........ 82
July 15 104 ........ 71

Rain ... 0.58
July 16 96 .......... 70
July 17 98 .......... 71

Air temperature data
collected by John Werhan

from his orchard.)

John Francis Brazil, great-grandson of Lorena and Buck
Brazil, showing his Independent Spirit

where we were approached
many times and asked,
"How's Lorena?" A place
where Don Banks recalls
Buck and Lorena and years
ago at Port School and shares
many memories as if they just
happened yesterday.A place
where the Veteran's Float al-
ways gets an ovation.

What Will Make America

GreatAgain? It will be places
like the Sentinel/Port Commu-
nities. It will be residents and

relatives of these places. It will
be relatives of Buck and
Lorena Brazil's heritage that
remember and celebrate their
roots. Connecting with the
family tree is important as is
remembering warm traditions
and re-experiencing a sense of
identity, heritage, and destiny.
We are part of a community
of faith and of believers that

has existed from generation to
generation also. Lots started
in Ural Baptist Church, Porch

Cordell Memorial
Hospital determining
community health needs

The first meeting will pro-
vide a more in-depth overview
of the entire process.

The meeting dates and dis-
cussion items are listed below.

Sept. 21: Overview of com-
munity health needs assess-
ment process and economic
impact of health sector; distrib-
ute surveys.

Oct. 5: Discuss local health
indicators and outcomes; iden-
tify health priorities.

Oct. 12: Community survey
results; primary care physician
demand analysis presentation.

Oct. 26: Develop recom-
mendations of how to address
community health priorities.

“The hospital is here to meet
the healthcare needs of com-
munity members, and this pro-
cess will help us determine what
those needs are,” Hise said.

For more information about
the health needs survey or the
community meetings, call Hise
at 580-832-3339.

Baptist Church, Port Baptist
Church, Sentinel Baptist
Church, Sentinel Church of
Christ, and continues to
churches now in Indiana,
Kentucky, Tennessee, Okla-
homa, Texas, and Arkansas.
God has been at work
through His people for gen-
erations. “Isaiah 38:19 "The
living, the living--they praise
you, as I am doing today; fa-
thers tell their children about
your faithfulness."

"Hezekiah spoke of the sig-
nificance of passing the joy of
the Lord from father to child,
from generation to generation.
The heritage of our faith has
come to us because of faithful
men and women who have
carried God's message to us
across the centuries."

Well, I've done lots of pon-
dering this day. Dusk now
comes at the farm. Birds are
singing in the trees. A distant
cow is mooing. Coyotes are
howling along the creek. The
barn doors are closed. The
water is out of the kiddie pool.
The horned toad is free to
roam again. The waters of the
pond are stilled and the red
mud is settled from where the
grandkids and great-
grandkids tried to build a turtle
trap (unsuccessfully). The
county roads no longer have
us city dwellers taking a lei-
surely walk or jog where we
enjoy the peace and quiet (no
four or six lane traffic), and
soak in God's nature. I can
see the sun setting on the
western horizon at the end of
a rewarding time of sharing
love and having been shown
love from a small rural com-
munity that we call home.

Make America Great
Again. Remember the scrip-
tures, and act accordingly as
has been demonstrated to you.
I hope to share life with you
next year too. And, I must re-
member the bug spray as the
tics and chiggers think they are
always invited to family gath-
erings!!

Carol Brazil Griffin

These linemen are working to install the new power lines north of Sentinel.
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birthdays 
Those celebrating birth-

days today include John 
Brinsfield, Jon Cloud, 
Savanna Crelia, Roderick 
Daniels, Kyah Downing, 
Charlie Factor, Russell 
Gibson, James Grant, 
Rebecca Grant, Nash Harjo 
Jr, Michael Hudson, Tim 
Huff, Ashton Jones, Denise 
Johnson, Lana Lee, Elsie 
Moore, William Moore, John 
Nogalski, Amber Richter, 
Charles Ryan, Darin Slater, 
Logan Stanberry, George 
Tiger & Abbey Tinsley.

Those celebrating birth-
days tomorrow include 
Amy Allen, Aline Bailey, 
Kyle Baker, Mike Bell, Brian 
Bond, Carson Bond, Louis 
Chase, Vanessa Coody, 
Jerry Davis, Kirk Fye, Jeff 
Hargrave, Charly Harjo, 
Savannah Harris, Mike 
Haskins, Diana Heusel, Bob 
Hudson, Taryn Johnson, 
David Lancaster, Robert 
Landreth, Summer Lee, Levi 
Lehman, Maxine Myers, 
Daniel Napier, Aislinn Nix, 
Michael O’Guinn, Melissa 
Parks, Daniel Poole, Kyle 
Shelton, Nancy Shepherd, 
Amy Simpson, Robert Starr, 
Randee Taylor, Debbie 
Templeman, Jack Tiger Jr, 
Robert Wade, Doc Webber 
& Jonathan White.

anniversaries 
Those celebrating anni-

versaries today include 
Stacey and Wade Cole, 
Wesley and Holly Denny & 
Mr. and Mrs. William Haney.

Those celebrating anni-
versaries tomorrow include 
Kenneth and Julie Batey, 
Fred and Dorothy Clough, 
Dan and Mildred Khoury, 
Danny and Cindy Mitchell, 
Mark and Kerri Pallas, Pat-
rick and Therese Self, Janet 
and Larry Waddell & Harry 
and Edith Yahola.

slants 
Amanda Sumpter thank-

ful for her wonderful co-
workers… Brittany Inman 
warning that tea and cook-
ies DO NOT MIX…

today
�There are no events on 

calendar for today.

tomorrow
�The Seminole Public 

Library Adulting 101 class 
will be from 4:00 – 5:30 
p.m.

tuesday
�Central Oklahoma 

Community Action Agency 
(COCAA) will be having 
a Community Fellowship 
Dance on from 7-9 PM at 
the Seminole American 
Legion Event Center, Main 
St. and Seminole St.

�Justice Regular Board 
Meeting will be from 6-8 
PM.

thursday
�The Seminole Public 

Library Adulting 101 class 
will be from 4:00 – 5:30 
p.m.

mon., july 24
�COEDD Area Agency 

on Aging will hold a Public 
Hearing at 1 PM at the 
Golden Corral in Shawnee.

�The Seminole Public 
Library Adulting 101 class 
will be from 4:00 – 5:30 
p.m.

Seminole 

County Today

(See Quake on Page A12)(See Trimble on Page A9)

(See Watch on Page A12)

Jennifer Palmer

Small classes are a 
cornerstone of pre-K, but 
some districts are now rais-
ing a long-held cap on the 
number of students, a move 
that could dilute Oklahoma’s 
most admired and arguably 
successful educational ini-
tiative.

Like many other states, 
Oklahoma limits pre-K 
classes to 20 students. 
When there are more than 
10 students, the classroom 
teacher is supposed to have 
a full-time assistant.

But a 2016 change in 
state law has inadvertently 
opened the door to larger 
pre-K classes.

The legislation, co-
authored by Rep. Dennis 
Casey, waives financial 
penalties for school districts 
with accreditation deficien-

cies and was intended 
to ensure school districts 
received the maximum 
amount of state funding 
during tight funding times, 
Casey said.

Instead, the law effec-
tively relieved schools of 
abiding by many regula-

Getting Creative
—Staff Photo by Lynzi Thompson 

Seminole High School art teacher, Mrs. Nickel, with the help of her students, 
recently held a summer art class at the Jasmine Moran Children’s Museum. The 
class started Tuesday, July 11, and ended with a party Friday. During the class, 
attendees made collages, bird house gourds, pet portraits, and did lots of painting 
(above). The class was open to children ages Kindergarten – 5th grade and was 
from 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.

STROUD -- An earth-
quake with a preliminary 
magnitude of 4.2 struck 
near Stroud on Friday, 
about 20 miles from the key 
oil storage hub in Cushing, 
the Oklahoma Geological 
Survey (OGS) said.

There have been no 
initial reports of damage 
from the quake, Oklahoma 
Corporation Commission 
spokesman Matt Skinner 
said, cautioning that it was 
still too early to determine 
the impact.

A series of aftershocks 
shook the area in the hour 
following the earthquake, 
including two quakes mea-
suring magnitudes of  3.8 
and 3.7, according to the 
U.S. Geological Survey.

The initial quake was 
felt in Seminole County, 
occuring at 8:47 a.m. It was 
reported to have been felt 
from Tulsa to Sulphur and 
as far away as Wichita and 
parts of Western Arkansas.

Around 9:55 a.m., a 2.7 
magnitude earthquake was 
also recorded in Stroud, 
which is 55 miles northeast 
of Oklahoma City.

So far, oil companies 
operating the tanks and 
pipelines around the Cush-
ing hub have reported no 
damage. Phillips 66 said it 
was monitoring the situa-
tion but was not impacted. 
Enterprise Products Part-
ners said it had assessed 
its facilities and found no 
earthquake-related issues.

Oklahoma has experi-
enced a rash of earthquakes 
in the past few years follow-
ing a surge of oil and gas 
production in the state. The 
quakes have been attrib-

Stu Phillips
Editor

 
The United States 

Department of the Inte-
rior’s Bureau of Indian 
Affairs has announced the 
sale of oil and gas leases 
in Oklahoma.

The leases are located 
on restricted Indian or 
Tribal land.

Restricted Land is land 
whose deed reads “owned 
by (tribe or individual).” 
However the deed has a 
restriction such that the 
land may not be encum-
bered without the permis-
sion of the Secretary of 
Interior. This land is sub-
ject to some local, county 
and state authority.

Leases are offered in 
Seminole and 21 other 
counties in Oklahoma.

Sealed bids will be 
accepted for consideration 
until 2 p.m. Tuesday August 
27, 2017. The BIA will open 
bids at their Muskogee 
office at that time.

Tracts are being offered 
to the highest responsible 
bidder for a bonus consid-
eration in addition to stipu-
lated royalties. The Secre-
tary of the Interior reserves 
the right to reject any bid 
when such is in the best 
interest of the Indians.

For an official copy of 
the notice or to be added 
to the mailing list you may 
contact the BIA Eastern 
Oklahoma Regional Office 
PO Box 8002 Muskogee, 
Ok 74402 or call 918-781-
4632.

The sale of the leases 
will be conducted under 
regulations promulgated 
by the Secretary of the 
Interior.

Happy Birthday! 
—Courtesy Photo

Pulitzer Prize winner Vance Trimble of Wewoka recently turned 104 years old. 
Family and friends were on hand at his house to help celebrate his birthday.

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

Vance Trimble recently 

celebrated his 104th 

birthday. The following 

story appeared in The 

Producer on the occasion 

of his 100th birthday.

Karen Anson
Senior Editor

There is a 100-year-
old golden treasure chest 
hidden in Wewoka and 
when it’s opened, gems spill 
out.

The treasure is Vance 
Trimble, who will celebrate 
his 100th birthday on July 
6.

The gold is his Pulitzer 
Prize, awarded in 1960 in 
the distinguished reporting 
of national affairs.

He is truly hidden away 
– you won’t find his name in 
state museums focusing on 
Oklahoma’s history.

But spend a few minutes 
with Trimble and hear spar-
kling gems of wisdom and 
wit spill forth.

He can talk on any sub-
ject because, even at 100, 
he is very well read.

In fact he’s read 400 
books in the last three 
years.

Most notably he talks 
about the writing profession 
where he has spent his life.

Names of good writers, 
titles of good books flow 
without his having to think 
about them or try to remem-
ber.

Many of the books he 
talks about he can find 
somewhere in his well-
appointed home, where 
the walls are covered in 
the paintings of his beloved 
wife, gone these 14 years.

He hasn’t driven in awhile, 
but he was writing books 
and learning the new ways 
of sharing them – ebooks, 
self-publishing – even in 
these last few years.

Talking with Trimble is 
nothing like the interviews 

Stu Phillips
Editor

Police in Lafayette  Indi-

ana arrested a man Tues-

day afternoon after the 

Seminole Police Depart-

ment advised them to where 

he was living.

Donald Alvin George, 

30, who was deemed a 

fugitive after he allegedly 

moved from Oklahoma, was 

wanted on nine pending 

counts of forcible sodomy 

with a child.

The Seminole Police De-

partment recently contacted 

the Lafayette police with 

information that George 

was staying at a residence 

in the 2500 block of Iroquois 

Trail in Lafayette.

The Lafayette Police 

Department located George 

and conducted a traffic stop 

at the intersection of Sa-

gamore Parkway South and 

South Creasy Lane.

George was reportedly 

arrested without incident 

and was transported to the 

Tippecanoe County Jail.

There were no Lafayette 

charges, according to po-

lice.

The Seminole police ap-

plied for a criminal probable 

cause arrest warrant on 

Monday. Formal charges 

had not been filed by the 

district attorney’s office as 

of press time but Lafayette 

police say he faces nine 

counts of forcible sodomy 

with a child under 14 and 

two counts of lewd and in-

decent acts against a child.

Police Get Assist in Nabbing Accused Molester

George

B.I.A. to Sell

Indian Oil,

Gas Leases

Quake
Rattles
State

Trimble: The Stories He Can Tell

Law Loophole Affects

Pre-K Class Size Limit
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Clark’s Critique Continued from Page 4

You’ve Got Questions!
• Can I photograph minors without consent?

• Can police deny access to records
by issuing a press release?

• Should I alter my archives
when a person demands it?

• Can I report inaccurate 
tesimony given in open court?

• What are the laws about liquor advertising?

These are questions answered by the attorneys for the OPA 
Legal Services Plan members in recent months. Newspapers always 
need timely legal advice on issues related to newspaper publishing.

You should join OPA’S
LEGAL SERVICES PLAN!

See www.OkPress.com/LSP or contact Lisa Sutliff 
at (405) 499-0026 or toll-free in Oklahoma 1-888-815-2672 

Feb. 19, 2015

Coach to miss
final two
games.
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Heavener Council again targets slumlords
By CRAIG HALL

The Heavener City Council is once again discussing ways to
improve the Heavener rental housing conditions.

The Council spent a good portion of Thursday’s regular meeting
talking about ways to improve the rent houses and get rid of the
slumlord stereotype.

Present were mayor Troy Dyer along with council members
Melinda Ballantine, Jim Roll and Gail Nichols. Joey Clubb was
absent.

Previously, the council had the same discussion for several
meetings before the matter was dropped.

Dyer said he was tired of hearing about the conditions of some
of the rental units and that there were safety issues involved.

“There are people moving out of Heavener to Howe and Poteau
because of the conditions,” he said.

The Council discussed how strict the codes should be along
with how to proceed. Eventually, the Council decided to go with a
committee to meet and make recommendations.

When the matter first came up back in the fall, one of the ideas
presented was making sure the homes were livable before water
would be turned on in the home or apartment.

The Council also wanted to get a registry of all landlords in the
city, but were told that was against state regulations.

See HOUSES, Page 2

Rodeo
set for

weekend
The annual Heavener Rodeo

starts Friday at 8 p.m. and
continues on Saturday.

The rodeo will have nine
standard events including bull
riding, bareback, ranch, and
saddle bronc riding, barrel
racing, calf roping, team roping,
steer wrestling and cowgirls
breakaway roping.

This is an open rodeo with
CRRA, ARA, and ACRA
sanctions.  Contestants can call
in to 479-965-0441 to enter the
events. The stock contractor is
Ward Rodeo Company from
Coalgate and this is part of their
Stampede Series. This year the
rodeo is also a stop for the
Heartland Youth Bareback
Bronc Championship series.

We will also have events for
our younger contestants
including junior barrel racing for
ages 15 and under, pee wee
barrel racing for ages 9 and
under, and mutton bustin’ for
age 9 and under.

These will have a nightly pay
out and a trophy buckle will go
to the two night average winner.
Pre-registration for mutton
busters starts at 6:30 p.m. with
the contest to begin at 7 p.m.
before each night’s
performance.

Our young spectators will
also have a chance to compete
in the kids’ Dollar Drop for ages
6 and under and the calf
scramble for ages 7 to 12.

A rodeo parade will take
place on Saturday at 4 p.m. Line
up for the parade will be at the
Heavener High School parking
lot at 3 p.m. All groups,
organizations, churches,
candidates and individuals are
invited to participate.

You can join in with a float,
trailer, bicycle, ATV, horse or on
foot. Each person that
participates in the parade will
receive a ticket for one free
admission to the rodeo on
Saturday night. The public is
also encouraged to come out
and watch the parade.

Come prepared for an
evening of food, fun, and
entertainment. There will be
grilled burgers and cold drinks
available in the concession

See RODEO, Page 2

Hodgen woman injured in accident
A Hodgen woman was life flighted to St.

John’s Hospital in Tulsa after a one-car accident
Saturday at 10:22 p.m. near Conser Road,
approximately two miles south of Hodgen.

Brandi Brooks, 39, of Hodgen, was
northbound on Merle Branch Road, a two-lane
dirt road, departed the road to the left through a
barbed wire fence, rolled one and a half times
before coming to rest on its roof, partially
ejecting the driver.

According to the report by the Oklahoma Highway
Patrol, the accident was caused by the driver driving
under the influence. She was not using her seat belt
and the airbag did not deploy in the 2004 Chevrolet
Trailblazer she was driving.

She is listed in stable condition with leg injuries.
The accident was investigated by Trooper Cody

Jackson of the Leflore County detachment of Troop
D.  He was Assisted by Leflore County Sheriff’s
Department, Troopers Michael Scantling, Josh Blake
and Trooper Jonathan Lipe.

The Heavener Rangers’ coach-pitch team finished second in the regional tournament at Blues
Park to qualify for the state tournament. See story on page 12.

Gross receipts show improvement
OKLAHOMA CITY –

Oklahoma Gross Receipts to the
Treasury for Fiscal Year 2017
indicate the state’s treasury
began recovery at the midpoint
of the fiscal year and continued
through June, lagging slightly
behind state gross domestic
product figures (GDP), State
Treasurer Ken Miller said today
during a State Capitol news
conference.

Monthly gross receipts have
been higher than the same month
of the prior year for five of the
past six months. FY-17 gross
receipts remain lower than the
prior fiscal year by 1.5 percent,
but the rate of decline has
become much smaller than the
7.2 percent decline between FY-
15 and FY-16.

June gross receipts, at $1
billion, are the highest June total

since 2014. FY-17 gross
receipts, at $11 billion, are the
highest 12-month total in 10
months.

The latest state GDP figures
from the federal Bureau of
Economic Analysis provide
additional evidence of recovery.
The most current figures,
released in May, show
Oklahoma’s economy expanded
by 1.3 percent in fourth quarter
of 2016 following four
consecutive quarters of
contraction.

With recessions typically
defined as two or more
consecutive quarters of GDP
reduction, the state has emerged
from a one-year recession.

“Current data is encouraging
with lagging economic indicators
showing improvement in the state
economy,” Miller said. “Leading
indicators also point to continued

growth, but the anticipated
strength of the recovery may be
moderating as oil prices have
come down slightly.”

June gross receipts are higher
than those of June 2016 by $87
million, or 9.4 percent. All major
revenue streams – income, gross
production, sales and motor
vehicle taxes – are above those
of the prior year.

Collections from gross
production taxes on crude oil
and natural gas are higher than
the prior year for a ninth
consecutive month, generating
$41.6 million, up by 63.5
percent.

FY-17 collections are down
by $164.2 million, or 1.5 percent,
compared to FY-16. Gross
production receipts are up by
more than 20 percent, while

See RECEIPTS, Page 2
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REACHING MORE THAN 475,000 PEOPLE EACH DAYSunday, July 9, 2017

BY JULIANA KEEPING
Staff writer
jkeeping@oklahoman.com

MINCO — The gleaming white prairie giants that 
jut out of the red earth, spinning Oklahoma’s ample 
wind gusts into electricity, appear as ubiquitous in 

side. Just outside of town, energy company NextEra 
Energy maintains three of the roughly 40 wind farms 
throughout the state.

The day began with an early morning meet-
ing about safety and weather con-
ditions and which towers required 
maintenance. Part mountaineer, part 

HARNESSING THE
GLEAMING GIANTS ARE KEPT SPINNING BY WORKERS TOILING 400 FEET ABOVE THE GROUND

WIND

BY GRAHAM LEE BREWER
Staff Writer
gbrewer@oklahoman.com

TAHLEQUAH — In a tired,
downtown storefront
office, Nikki Baker-Limore
talks matter-of-factly 
about the last epidemic
that swept through her
area of Indian Country.

Methamphetamine was
the drug of choice back in 
the early 2000s, but the 
effects of the abuse on
children born into addic-
tion were at least manage-
able, said Baker-Limore,
executive director of
Indian Child Welfare for
the Cherokee Nation.
Today, things are not as
simple. 

She reaches for a recent
case file on her desk that
offers details about a child
taken into tribal custody
because of her mother’s 
substance abuse.

“Child was born with
opioids in her system,”
the file states. “She suf-
fered respiratory distress
at birth, was placed in
intensive care, where she
was monitored for several
days. A developmental
assessment revealed the
infant had swallowing dif-
ficulties, delayed vision
due to exposure of opioids
in the womb.”

From behind her thick-
rimmed glasses, Baker-

Opioids 
ravage 
Indian 
Country

NextEra Energy Resources wind technician Matthew Linthicum checks out the bolts securing the blades of a wind turbine in Minco. 
[PHOTO BY PAUL HELLSTERN, THE OKLAHOMAN]
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magic
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‘When You Wish.’

Page 1D

What will it take?
Can the Thunder keep Paul 
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OKLAHOMA CITY – Biscuit De-
bris and drag shows could both 
disappear from the iconic, hole-
in-the-wall corner of NW 50th 
Street and Classen Boulevard. 
Classen Grill, the HiLo Club and 
their neighbors might be dis-
placed in favor of a Braum’s.

Freedom Oklahoma Execu-
tive Director Troy Stevenson said 
he’s already received several calls 
about the HiLo Club’s future.

“We are talking to community 
leaders and making sure what can 
be done will be done to preserve 
the history of the HiLo,” he said.

Stevenson said he talked to 
Oklahoma City Councilman Ed 
Shadid, who said legally there’s 
nothing that can be done. Shadid 
fought his own legal battle when 
he tried to overturn the Down-
town Design Review Committee’s 
decision to demolish the Union 
Bus Station.

A rezoning request has been 
filed with the city of Oklahoma 
City for 0.48 acres at 5100 Clas-
sen Cir. Grubbs Consulting filed 
the request on July 7. Brock Corr 
with Grubbs said the company 
did the engineering work for the 

What a drag!

People stand in front of the build-
ings that house the HiLo Club, The 
Drunken Fry and other tenants 
at NW 50th Street and Classen 
Boulevard in Oklahoma City.
PHOTO BY BRENT FUCHS

Hideaway finds creative fit at Robot p2

« 7 »
Episcopal youth add to 

summer tourism  About 1,300 
young Episcopalians from 17 
countries learned a lot about 

« 2 »
Low power rates, high 

installation costs slow solar 
development  National 

advocacy group SolSmart 
recognized Oklahoma City for 
integrating information in its 
building codes to promote 

solar panel installations. But 
low electricity rates and high 
installation costs could stall 

development on the horizon. 

« 3 »
Libertarians on 2018 
gubernatorial ballot  

Oklahoma’s gubernatorial 
ballot won’t look like the ones 
voters have seen for decades. 
Three parties will appear on it. 

« 3 »
After Democrats flip two 

districts, Republicans 
blame scandals  Democrats 

managed to flip two legislative 
seats during special elections 
on Tuesday, and members of 

each party said that illustrated 
voters have turned against the 

Republicans.

Braum′s seeks 
OK to raze HiLo, 

Classen Grill

Turn to DRAG » p18
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Hot days, 
cool 

movies. 
Scene, D1 OU, OSU tops in Big 12 media 

poll. SPORTS // B1

A 
recent study found Oklahoma 
has slashed more higher edu-
cation funding over the last 
five fiscal years than any other 
state in the nation.

Between FY 2012 and FY 2017, state 
appropriations for education decreased 
from $1,042,529,350 to $857,022,108, 
amounting to a 17.8 percent decrease, 

di t th Illi i St t U i

tuition, cut programs, and let go of fac-
ulty and staff.

At a June 2017 Oklahoma State Re-
gents for Higher Education meeting, 
the regents approved tuition increases 
at 25 of the state’s public colleges and 
universities. Only two institutions didn’t 
raise tuition.

While all public Oklahoma universi-
ti ff t d b h i ki t t

Oklahoma now leads nation in cuts  
to colleges, universities, in addition  
to K-12 education, analysis finds

nation in higher ed cuts

Trump, French president look 
past differences. News, A4

FRIDAY, JULY 14, 2017 FORECAST: MOSTLY SUNNY, HIGH: 96, LOW 74. A18    |    TULSAWORLD.COM     |    $1.00

Four bridges

By Erica Werner and Alan Fram
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Repub-
lican leaders unveiled a new 
health care bill Thursday in 
their increasingly desperate ef-
fort to deliver on seven years 
of promises to repeal and re-
place “Obamacare.” They im-
mediately lost two key Senate 
votes, leaving none to spare as 
the party’s own divisions put its 
top campaign pledge in serious 
jeopardy.

President Donald Trump de-
clared a day earlier that failure 
would make him “very angry” 
and that he would blame Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell of Kentucky.

But talking with reporters 
aboard Air Force One en route 
to France, Trump also acknowl-

health 
care bill 
in trouble

Blazing Hot Bingo Watch the live drawing 10 a.m. Friday at tulsaworld.com

 » See Health,  page A4
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It’s time … for OG&E’s new SmartHourss ™ Price Plans.™

1-877-898-3834  OGE.COM   

 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
PEAK OVER. START SAVING …MONEY-SAVING OFF PEAK

M I D N I G H T M I D N I G H TN O O N

PEAK TIME, WATCH YOUR USE
© 2012 OGE Energy Corp.

THE OG&E PHOTO CONTEST

Run, run, run! Malachi Anderson gives his best effort running the bases during a tee ball game at 
the Marietta Lions Club fields.

Photo by CY FREEMAN, Marietta Monitor, June 16, 2017

JUNE 2017 
DAILY WINNER:

BILLY HEFTON
Enid News & Eagle

JUNE 2017 
WEEKLY WINNER: 
CY FREEMAN

Marietta Monitor

The June 2017 contest 
was judged by a member of the 

Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame.

View all winning photos at 
www.OkPress.com/
OGE-Photo-Contest

ENTER AND WIN A 
$100 CHECK FROM 
OGE ENERGY CORP. 
For more information about 

the photo contest, visit 
www.okpress.com/oge-photo-contest

Jeanice Manning of the Tough Mudders laughs after falling during the Miracle League Mud 
Volleyball Tournament on June 24, 2017.

Photo by BILLY HEFTON, Enid News & Eagle, June 25, 2017



 The Oklahoma Publisher // August 2017    7    

Students share stories 
of summer internships

The Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation’s internship program awarded 19 journalism internships and one advertising internship to various 
newspapers across the state. The paid internships were made possible by a grant from the Ethics and Excellence in Journalism Foundation. 
The ONF’s internship program promotes the value of working at Oklahoma newspapers and benefi ts students as they begin their professional 
careers. Following are the experiences from six of the interns. More intern stories will be featured in the September issue.

BRIGETTE WALTERMIRE, University of Oklahoma
Enid News & Eagle

Community journalism has more depth of meaning for me after my time interning 
with the Enid News & Eagle.

Enid is my definition of a big “small town,” where everybody knows everybody 
and aren’t shy about knowing each other’s business. And when this is the case, 
rumors travel faster than the news. 

Because of the rumor mill, the expectation that the local public holds for the 
newspaper is at a different standard than news that is fed to a larger public. In a 
small-town community, citizens have a personal and vested interest in what the paper 
is publishing.

The Enid community is, for the most part, a politically red area. For decades, the 
paper’s editorial board supported the Republican candidate in presidential elections. 
This past election, they supported the Democrat, and there was naturally some fall-
out with their readership — enough that the New York Times picked up the story.

There is now a level of mistrust that has become embedded in the public’s psyche 
when it comes to the Enid paper. Staff who have been at the News & Eagle for decades 
and know everyone there is to know in the city are now considered suspicious and 
their motives questioned by their readership, some even threatened. Sly remarks 
about “fake news” – and 
more blatantly snide press 
bashing – abound. 

When news from the 
state level is published in 
the paper, the Enid report-
ers can somehow be at 
fault. People aren’t afraid 
to be derogatory when 
blindly following the political press piper down the rabbit hole of insults and abuse 
directed toward the national media.

Yet the people here participate actively and enthusiastically in the news. They 
call in with tips and story ideas. Many realize that it is important for their local com-
munity to have the organized and well-considered news that this paper brings Enid, 
even if they disagree with the one contrary endorsement from the editorial board or 
the fact that the online content isn’t free for non-subscribers. I find it refreshing to 
see that the paper is controversial enough to not simply be a community mouthpiece 
parroting how wonderful life is in a small town: It still tries to find those compassion-
ate and upbeat human interest stories that exist in their community while bringing 
that darker-side-of-life news to its readership.

The paper walks a fine line attempting to meet the audience’s demands and make 
it as a business. Reporters, who have worked here for years, maintain their relation-
ships with contacts on their beats, but must maneuver through the minefield of mis-
information that they also have to convince the audience that they are not perpetrat-
ing. When people in positions of local political leadership feel maligned in the news 
– even if they are at fault for not offering their two-cents to the story – they can now 
more easily gain public favor against the paper. When the paper reports on the city, 
the public gets mad at the paper and the city and develops a mass viewpoint based

‘My time at the News & Eagle has 
shown me that community journalism ... 
has such an important role in supporting, 
promoting and educating its readership.’

BRIGETTE WALTERMIRE HALEY McCLUNG

RACHAEL CORBIN BAILEY PRIDDY

SHANNA KYLE MIRANDA VanMETER
See Waltermire  on Page 8
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HALEY McCLUNG

University of Central Oklahoma
OKC Friday

Nerves turned into confidence and self-doubt turned into hope for my future this summer.  My 
first day at OKC Friday, I was welcomed into a friendly and hard-working environment. I was 
extremely doubtful in my skills and wanted my first impression to be perfect.

My first assignment was to write five articles on five individuals that would be featured in the 
paper’s biggest edition of the year, Celebrate Oklahoma, called “Next Generation of Most Powerful 
Oklahomans”.

Nerves struck and I hesitated for a moment after realizing I had to interview five local 
entrepreneurs. They were important people needing an important article written about them. 

However, I pushed those nerves away quickly. I thought to myself, “You’re in a professional 
environment. This is why you’ve been in college for the last four years; show them what you can do.”

I did. I pushed myself to get out of my comfort zone and get in contact with the five individuals and 
set up interviews.

It turned out that interviewing was my favorite part about the whole summer. Interviewing 
inspiring individuals in the area that I have lived my entire life made me look at my home state in a 
different way.

Not only did I learn more about what leaders of companies and organizations do on a daily basis, 
but I learned some life lessons and motivational tips from those same individuals. 

I was happy to get their story distributed to a mass audience. It turned into a passion.
My major at the University of Central Oklahoma is Strategic Communications accompanied by a 

minor in Media Studies. My plan is to be in public relations.
Gaining experience from OKC Friday this summer working in a professional environment, 

strengthening my writing, design work, public relations, and soft skills conducting an interview, has 
made me excited for the next thing.

I realized that my desire all along has been to provide a voice for unique and brave individuals that 
make an impact. 

Ones with backgrounds that lead to a passion to start an organization or a business to connect 
or help people with the same problem/concern, or to make life a little easier and more efficient for 
everyone.

I have provided a voice for various people;  from an 11-year-old aspiring vocal artist with a dream of 
being on Broadway to a man that founded and built up a whole city by a lake that was once a family 
treasure and is now shared by a whole community.

I got to promote the paper across three different social media outlets. In doing so, I spread the 
word that the content of this newspaper is important and deserves to be read.

I will be happy to return to UCO this fall more confident in my work and decision making.
I wouldn’t have had this enlightenment without help from the people of OKC Friday, all of the 

brilliant individuals I had the honor of meeting and writing for, and of course all of the readers of the 
newspaper in “Fridayland”.

I am grateful to have had this opportunity and would recommend it for anyone desiring a career in 
communications. 

on common complaints, such as for not 
focusing on “fixing the roads.” Bottom 
line is the paper’s usually the maligned 
messenger in every scenario.

It’s a paradoxical battle, one that the 
paper most likely won’t win. It produces 
content for the community that is so 
much more important than some in its 
readership area realize, or sometimes 
the audience may take it for granted. 
It is a trend that is noticeable for many 
community media. An article on Poynter 
highlighted how the president’s deroga-
tory commentary is negatively affecting 
local journalists; those who, like in Enid, 
have been a fairly trusted source in their 
communities up until the president’s 
political press bashing began. 

I am seeing that firsthand in many 
regards. I have received critiques of the 
paper, or for being a reporter, veiled in 
joking remarks that are usually based 
on presidential rhetoric. His criticisms 

of national media should not apply to 
hometown media, yet the audience does 
apply it specifically to their community 
news and local reporters. People turn on 
those who are telling them what is going 
on in their own backyard — journalists 
who are trying to help them, educate 
them and inform them in a more respon-
sible and neighborly manner than the 
rumor mill will. 

My time at the News & Eagle has 
shown me that community journalism 
might indeed be fighting a losing battle, 
yet it has such an important role in sup-
porting, promoting and educating its 
readership that I don’t see it ever going 
away. The small-town atmosphere is as 
it has always been when it comes to 
customer satisfaction: nobody is ever 
completely satisfied. The paper will not 
be able to make everyone happy when it 
does its job, especially while also trying 
to make money for providing a service.

The journalists who work here genu-

inely want to maintain the integrity and 
effectiveness of their profession, not for 
the money, but for the good of their com-
munity. Working for the News & Eagle 
has helped me get closer to understand-
ing the elusive “it” about this city, and 
its people, that one of my mentors here 
told me to look for when reporting on 
the town. While the journalists may be in 
a no-win position, I think their audience 
will always be a participant in the news 
and a somehow roundabout supporter 
of the paper. The paper and its staff have 
won several state awards and national 
awards for various stories and accom-
plishments. It is important to note these 
laurels do not come from awards won 
decades ago: the paper and staff won 
several awards at statewide journalism 
contests within my first two weeks here. 
This shows me the audience will also 
always be better for the current news 
that the paper provides. 

The Enid News & Eagle is a com-

munity newspaper with big “small town” 
problems, but the commitment report-
ers have to their community promises 
their relevance despite controversial 
content and a sometimes contrary audi-
ence.

RACHAEL CORBIN

University of Central Oklahoma
El Reno Tribune

My internship at the El Reno Tribune was not at 
all what I expected. I anticipated that I would be 
treated like a small fish in a big pond; more of a 

nuisance than an aspiring journalist. However, this could 
not have been further from the truth.

In spite of my lack of experience working in a pro-
fessional newsroom, I was treated with a great deal of 
respect. My contributions were valued and everyone 
always greeted me with genuine warmth and encourage-
ment. In spite of the long commute, I enjoyed working in 
such a positive environment. I never heard a discourag-
ing word the entire time I was there. 

I had a great deal of freedom so I learned quite a lot 
about time management and how to balance my stories 
along with my other duties. The deadlines helped me 
learn how to write better articles faster. It was quite a bit 
of fun being my own photographer for many of my own 
stories. It is hard to describe how exciting it is to fold out 
an ink-and-print newspaper and see my name, story and 
photos. 

I also learned how to effectively write about topics in 
which I have no prior knowledge. I was asked to write 
multiple stories about the 19th annual Small Town Week-
end event, a celebration of all things “car” that takes 
the town of El Reno by storm every year. This was not 
an easy thing for me to write about as one of my stories 
explored the more technical side of repairing a vintage 
car, of which, at the time, I knew nothing about. 

Lo and behold, these articles are the ones I’m most 
proud of because they are the ones I was the least con-
fident with going in. I had to devote much more time 
and energy into writing them to make sure all the details 
were factual and interesting to someone who might be a 
car fanatic. 

My experience at the El Reno Tribune was an over-
whelmingly positive and I’m grateful for the opportunity 
to work with everyone at the office. 

Waltermire  continued from Page 7

ONF Internships Continued from Page 7
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MIRANDA VANMETER, 

University of Central Oklahoma
Countywide & Sun (Tecumseh)

This summer I interned at the Countywide 
& Sun. In those ten weeks, I learned more 
about being a reporter through experi-

ence than a classroom could possibly teach me. 
I’ve learned about things from local govern-

ment to farming to history, as well as journalistic 
tools, such as how to ask better questions. 

I love that nearly every day is varied. I can 
go from a county commissioners meeting to 
doing a feature story on someone’s pet bear 
within the space of an hour – or I might be 
stuffing envelopes or ad inserts.  Either way, 
I value the experience of being a part of this 
newspaper. 

Completing this internship in my hometown 
gave me a new appreciation for the area and 
all the people here, especially while writing the 
farming families series. 

The rich heritage here has been inspiring 
and the kindness of those who have brought 
me into their homes to give me glimpses into 
their lives still blows me away. 

This county is full of people with interesting 
stories and experiences and I feel honored to 
have been able to share some of those with 
readers.

BAILEY PRIDDY, East Central University • The Oklahoman  

My main project for the duration of the sum-
mer was the “Readers’ Choice Awards” 
program. The Readers’ Choice Awards is 

in its 24th year as a publication where the readers 
of The Oklahoman and users of NewsOK.com and 
Oklahoman.com nominate hundreds of businesses 
for a variety of categories to be chosen as the best in 
Oklahoma. 

Oklahomans got very involved in Readers’ Choice 
this year naming hundreds of businesses in the Top 
5. From those businesses named, 850 were included 
in the Top 5. During the week-long voting period 
for Top 5, votes came rolling in with nearly 805,000 
votes, which is a huge increase compared to 2016 vot-
ing. Out of the Top 5 came 225 winners that will be 
announced in the Readers’ Choice Winners’ Section, 
which will be published Aug. 27th. 

Through this experience of Readers’ Choice so far 
I have been able to run the entire operations from 
development to the printing of the Winners’ Section, 
which will be printed in a magazine for the first time 
this year. The program included print, digital, social 
media, marketing, advertising sales, direct mail, cus-
tomer interaction, vote counting (a lot of it) and the 
announcement of this year’s winners. Through Read-
ers’ Choice, there has been a 150% increase in digital 
advertising revenue and we expect to see a continued 

increase during the winners section as well. Through 
Top 5 and the Winners’ Section, I developed new 
contact information and updated old contact informa-
tion to be used for future offerings. I also created a 
database of all past winners. The Readers’ Choice has 
been a long, complex and very interesting experience 
that exceeded all of my expectations.   

The second major project I received was reaching 
out to national marketing firms when Russell West-
brook was announced the MVP of 2017. I emailed 
countless firms and made many calls to some of our 
locals as well. This was my first experience at cold 
calling.

I was honored to be a part of the 1st Oklahoma All-
City Prep Sports Awards, where I worked alongside 
the marketing team. We worked diligently to make 
sure all sponsor logos and banners were eye catching 
and that the venue was accommodating to all in atten-
dance. 

While Readers’ Choice was my main project, I also 
had the privilege of collaborating with BigWing on 
their upcoming event, Confluence. This is the larg-
est digital marketing conference held in Oklahoma 
and will feature many well known speakers. I, again, 
reached out to many national firms and spoke to 
locals about the opportunities that would be available 
through the sponsorship of this event.  

Throughout the course of my internship I have 
learned so many new things. It has been great watch-
ing my hard work come to life, and being a part of 
such a great team here at the Oklahoman Media Com-
pany. 

SHANNA KYLE

 Northeastern Okla. State University
Wagoner County 

American-Tribune 

Like most twenty-somethings, I wished to go 
off this summer and have somewhat of an 
adventure. Instead, I had more adventures by 

working in my hometown with the Wagoner County 
American-Tribune than I could have ever imagined 
going off to a big city. 

I met so many people in my community while 
interning with the American-Tribune. I met people 
who know my father, my grandparents and even my 
great-grandparents. 

This summer, I heard several interesting stories 
not only about my family but about the awesome 
things that have been done and are being done in our 
town.

Although I did not get to go anywhere “cool” this 
summer, I highly doubt others got to experience 
some of the things I did with this internship. By the 
second week, I knew this is where I was supposed to 
be.

Part of me figured I would sit in an office for most 
of my days making phone calls, emailing sources 
or typing up staff reports. I am so happy that I was 
wrong about that one. Although I did do those things, 
I also got out and met some awesome people. 

I met a lady who used to be a reporter here in 
Wagoner and is now a published book author. I also 
met two ladies who started an art gallery to help art-
ists with certain needs. 

Another lady is helping to not only feed families in 
the community, but also raise money for teachers to 
help take the burden off of them for buying their own 
school supplies.

There are many others.
I spent most of my days in Wagoner, which is cool 

because I am a rather broke college kid and money is 
not something most of us like to drop like it’s hot. But 
dropping a few bucks to cover a rodeo in Coweta one 
night was well worth it thanks to a young man at the 
ripe age of 4 named Travis. 

Travis informed me as I was walking by to take a 
picture of a couple by him and his brother, that he is 
a cowboy and they do not take baths because they 
must be stinky at all times. He also told me what else 
cowboys do and do not do along with how I should go 
about riding a sheep for that evening’s mutton bust-
ing event. 

Travis saw my camera and asked to see the pic-
tures I shot. At that point, I had only taken pictures 
of the livestock but Travis seemed to love it. I let him 
hold my camera and go through the pictures. 

As people walked by, Travis would show them the 
pictures I took of the “monster” bulls with so much 
excitement.

I never thought a 4-year-old would make me proud 
of something I took a picture of, or having people 
buy a paper just for an article I wrote would make me 
realize I should be proud of the things I work so hard 
on.

Interning for the American-Tribune has taught me 
many life lessons and helped me make friendships 
that will hopefully last a lifetime. 

If you ask me, that is the best kind of adventure 
anyone could ever ask for.  

‘Completing this internship in 
my hometown gave me a new 
appreciation for the area and all 
the people here.’

ONF Internships Continued from Page 8
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OPA Computer Consultant Wilma Newby’s 
column is brought to you by the Oklahoma 
Advertising Network (OAN). For more informa-
tion on the OAN program, contact Oklahoma 
Press Service at (405) 499-0020.

LEGAL ADVICE
is just one of the benefits of being a member of the Oklahoma Press 
Association’s Legal Services Plan. Remove the worry of needing 
professional advice by enrolling today. For more information contact:

OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION’S 

LEGAL SERVICES PLAN 

1-888-815-2672 or 405-499-0020

Learning to master the “Find/Change” 
command in any software program is a 
must to speed up  processing time.

We often receive type from clients 
that needs to be cleaned up before 
being placed. For example, there may 
be lots of spaces instead of tabs, or two 
tabs where there should only be one. 
Maybe you’ve received a text file with 
bad kerning pairs, which sometimes 
show up as funky characters on the 
website. By using “Find/Change”, you 
can quickly change all those problems 
before uploading or placing the file.

If you’re using InDesign, look under 
Edit > Find/Change. I think this command 
is often under used because many people 
find it complicated – and it can be. I hope 
the following simple but useful examples 
will show you how it can increase speed.

Some of you will find this old hat, so 
jump ahead to the last few paragraphs 
to see if there’s a tool you haven’t tried 
before.

Let’s start with some simple text that 
has spaces instead of tabs. You may 
discover that some areas have more 
spaces than others. Start by looking 
for the most number of spaces and 
work down to minimize the number of 
multiple tabs. See illustration below.

Hint: To see the spaces, turn on Show 
Hidden Characters under the Type menu. 
Copy the spaces and then deselect them 
in the text. Now go to Find/Change and 
paste the spaces in Find what. Next, drop 
down to the Change to line and look for 
the pop-up at the side. Click on that and 
choose Tab. Once ^t is visible in the box,  
select Change All. 

Then delete one space from the Find/ 
Change box and select Change All again. 
Keep repeating with one less space each 
time until you’re down to just one space. 
Now you have text that can be controlled 
by the Type > Tabs menu. If you end up 
with too many tabs in some places, go 
back to Find/Change and put ^t^t in the 
Find what box. Leave the single ^t in 
the Change to box to clean up the final 
product.  

This kind of reformatting also works 
in Word and Quark. Find/Change may be 
called Search and Replace or something 
else, but it works similarly.

If you want a faster way of doing 
this, select GREP in InDesign’s Find/
Change box, then look for the Query 
box above that. One of the presets in 
that box is called Multiple Space to Single 
Space. This tool quickly takes out all 
the extra spaces in a document if tabs 
are not needed. Multiple Return to Single 
Return is also useful. See if you can 
think of a time when you could use it. 
The important thing is to remember 
to use it and to teach others who are 
taking out one space at a time to use it. 

GREP is a built-in command line that 
searches for certain strings of text. It 

may seem overwhelming to try to learn, 
but InDesign’s prebuilt sets are useful. 
You can learn more about GREP at places 
like YouTube or Linda.com.

Now let’s tackle a kerning and track-
ing problem. I see a lot of problems 
with “fl”. It’s often kerned so badly that 
it doesn’t even view well on the screen. 
If you copy it to the web, all kinds of 
strange things happen.

To correct this, select “fl” within a 
word with the text tool. Use the tracking 
command to change the spacing to what 
works on the web. Experiment to find 
out what that is. After the tracking is cor-
rected, select that “fl” and copy it. Go to 
Find/Change In the Find what: and type fl.

In the Change to: go to the @ flyout 
menu and pull down to Other > Clipboard 
Content, Formatted. A ^c will be coded 
into the box. Tell it to change all. Do 
this story by story so the formatting in 
ads is not changed. Now all those pesky 
pairs are fixed and ready to go. Note: In 
the Find/Change box you can search and 
replace just one story or the whole docu-
ment. If lots of kerned pairs are creating 
problems consider changing fonts.

MERGE LAYERS
If you’re working on a large document, 

watch out for layers. Layers are useful in 
letting you  hide items you don’t want to 
see or print in a document, but if used 
heavily they can corrupt the file.

 If you have a document like this, back 
it up and then try the Merge Layers option 
under the flyout menu in the palate and 
then do a Save As. When asked, answer 
Replace, which will reduce the file size.

If the document is still too complicated, 
try breaking the paper into two or three 
sections to get to a smaller file size 
that will work with the program’s RAM 
restrictions. 

Dealing with the spinning wheel of 
death is no fun. Try to simplify your 
document to avoid the death knell. 

MEMORY MATTERS
If you’re using a newer Mac that’s 

been updated to the latest OSX but 
doesn’t have that much RAM, try turning 
off some of those fancy features  to make 
it run better.

Reminders  are one of those things 
running in the background, looking for 
things to tell you.

To turn off reminders, go to Apple > 
System Preferences >Reminders. 

Look at each of the items at the 
left and uncheck those that require the 
system to look for resources all the time. 
This frees up memory for the web email 
and other programs such as Photoshop 
and InDesign. 

If you’re not an active user of 
keyboard shortcuts, turn some of them 
off under Keyboard in System Preferences. 
Shortcuts can have conflicts with 
programs. It makes the computer try to 

decide what to do with that command. 
Most people leave screenshots checked 
and many like the on screen zoom tool 
at Option Command 8 for seeing those 
menus better.

In Windows 10 many small programs 
are running in the background looking 
for things to share with the world. These 
programs are found under Privacy in the 
Settings, which looks like a gear wheel 
under the Start menu. Turn off what you 
don’t need. 

The same goes for cell phones. Look 
at the settings and see if there are 
any bloatware applications that can be 
turned off to stop the stealing of data. 
Spending some time to hunt these things 
down can save lots of time and money in 
the long run. 

PHOTOSHOP KEYBOARD COMMANDS
You can learn keyboard commands. 

Try teaching yourself just a few to help 
clean up your artwork in Photoshop.

Command M is a great shortcut that 
brings up curves to lighten or darken 
photos. (For PCs Control = Command, 
and Alt = Option.)

When cutting out photos or cleaning 
up a piece of line art, the first shortcut 
to learn is the [ or ]  (bracket). You can 
change the size of brushes, the eraser 
tool and even the dodge/ burn tools 
simply by hitting the bracket keys while 
working in these tools. It makes the 
tools bigger or smaller depending on 
which bracket you use.

The next thing to learn is how to use 
the selection tools and menu. Take a 
look at the feathering tool, which keeps 
you from creating harsh lines in photos. 
Right click for the options when in a tool 
to locate feathering. 

There are also some useful tools in 
the selections menu. 
• Command D removes your selection. 
• Shift Command I removes the 

background around your selection. 
• Shift F6 brings up the feathering 

command after you made a selection 
but forgot to feather. 

• Shift F5 brings up the Fill command for 
changing a color in a selection.  Once 
in the box note the choices for the fill 
and Opacity. 

• Content-Aware is useful when removing 
objects from photos, but not in our 
news photos. 

• Arrow keys are one of my favorites 
when using the crop tool. It lets you 
micro the selection to one side or up 
and down. 

• Zoom keys also are great. Make things 
bigger by typing Command + or smaller 
by typing Command -. 

Use Find/Change to format text, save time
Computer Notes

from the road
by Wilma (Melot) Newby
wnewby@okpress.com
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DEATHS

MAGGIE LEE (BARNES) WALKER, who 
once worked at the Kiowa County Star 
Review in Hobart, died July 19, 2017. 
She was 88.

Walker was born August 31, 1928, 
near Roosevelt, Okla. After graduating 
from high school in 1947, she worked 
at Boothe Drug where she met her 
husband, Wayne Emmett Walker. They 
were married February 7, 1948, in Ver-
non, Texas.

Walker spent most of her life in 
Hobart. She sold advertising for the 
Kiowa County Star Review before 
working in various other fields. She 
retired from Home State Bank in 1993 
as assistant vice president.

She is survived by a sister, Thelma 
Davis of Woodbridge, New Jersey; sis-
ters-in-law Stella Sims, Lillie Jenkins 
and Teresa Mills; and several nieces 
and nephews.

In Memory of Our Friends & Colleagues
Nancy M. Seher

July 6, 2016

Judi Lamb Boland
July 7, 2016

Tammy Sue Ervin
Aug. 5, 2016

Eddie L. Madison, Jr.
Aug. 8, 2016

James ‘Jim’ Arthur Worrell
Aug. 24, 2016

James Wilson ‘Jim’ Dunn
Aug. 28, 2016

The El Reno Tribune announced in 
July that it was discontinuing its com-
mercial printing operations.

Sean Dyer, Tribune co-publisher and 
business manager, said the decision will 
not impact the Tribune newspaper, a 
business that has been in the Dyer fam-
ily for more than 75 years.

“We still firmly believe in the future 
of newspapers,” Dyer said. 

The Tribune will continue to be 
printed in El Reno, but the twice-weekly 
publication will be the only newspaper 
printed on the El Reno press.

“The downside is we will have to 
reduce our printing staff and some part-
time people will no longer be working 
with us,” Dyer said. 

“We have been blessed over the 
years to have a great staff working with 
us, both in the print area as well as in 
the front office in news and advertis-
ing.”

El Reno Tribune 
announces end of 
commercial printing

The Gaylord College of Journalism 
& Mass Communication is seeking 
journalists who are interested in partici-
pating in a two-week visit to Pakistan in 
early December 2017 (Dec. 1-14). 

Applications are due on September 
15, 2017. 

The delegation will visit media 
companies in Islamabad and Karachi, 
engage in roundtable discussions with 
journalists and explore cultural sites. 

This is a reciprocal delegation cor-
responding to seven delegations of 
Pakastani journalists who have visited 
Oklahoma during the past two years.

 The U.S. State Department’s Bureau 
of Educational and Cultural Affairs 
funds the project. 

For members of the delegation, 
round-trip airfare, hotel accommoda-
tion, local transportation, visa fees and 
a per diem allowance for food and inci-
dentals will be paid.

To apply, send your resume and a 
statement of interest to Kathy Adams in 
Gaylord College, kadams@ou.edu, 
405-325-2723.

For additional questions about the 
project, contact Joe Foote, jfoote@
ou.edu, 405-413-3972.

Apply to visit 
Pakistan with 
OU delegation

KENT JOHNSON, a former Muskogee 
Phoenix photographer, died August 
5, 2017, while on assignment for the 
Atlanta Journal Constituition.

Johnson was born Sept. 21, 1959, in 
Peekskill, N.Y. After graduating from 
high school in New York in 1977, he 
attended Oklahoma State University 
and graduated in 1982.

He began his newspaper career at 

the Muskogee Phoenix before mov-
ing to Fort Myers, Fla., to work at the 
News-Press. He also worked at the 
Clarion-Ledger in Jackson, Miss., and 
the Charlotte Observer before joining 
the staff at the Atlanta Journal Consti-
tution.

Johnson is survived by his wife, 
Leslie; three children: Alison, Daniel 
and Elaine; and one brother, Steven 
Johnson, who lives in Spain.

FRANK BOGGS, former sports editor at 
The Oklahoman, died August 10, 2017. 
He was 89.

He was born May 1, 1928.
Boggs retired from The Oklahoman 

in 1989 after 41 years as a journalist. He 
also worked at the Topeka Daily Capi-
tal, Dallas Times Herald, San Diego 
Tribune and Colorado Springs Sun.

The Oklahoma City native started 
his career at The Oklahoman as a part-
time sports writer in 1948. 

His career garnered him many 
awards including induction into the 
United States Basketball Writers Asso-
ciation Hall of Fame in 2007. He also 
won the Oklahoma Sportswriter of the 
Year Award 10 times.

After Boggs and another Oklaho-
man writer received death threats after 
reporting that the NCAA was investi-
gating a ticket-scalping scandal among 
OU football players, Boggs transferred 
to the then OPUBCO-owned Colorado 
Springs Sun.

He returned to Oklahoma in 1986 
and served as executive sports edi-
tor and managing editor until retiring 
three years later.

Boggs was inducted into the Okla-
homa Journalism Hall of Fame in 1997.

He is survived by his daughter 
Brenda Williams and husband Steve of 
Oklahoma City; son Brian Boggs MD 
and wife Susan of Oklahoma City; one 
granddaughter and two grandsons.
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Thank you for continued 
support of “Share The Warmth”
Read the Winning Columns & Editorials on the OPA website: 

www.OkPress.com (Under Contests)

Enter and Win 
a $100 Check 

from Oklahoma 
Natural Gas!

The June 2017 Oklahoma Natural Gas 
Column and Editorial Contest was 

judged by a member of the Oklahoma 
Journalism Hall of Fame.

1. Each month, send a tear sheet or 
photocopy of your best column and/
or editorial to Oklahoma Natural Gas 
Contest, c/o OPA, 3601 N. Lincoln Blvd., 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-5499.

2. Include the author’s name, name of 
publication, date of publication and 
category entered (column or editorial).

3. Only ONE editorial and/or ONE column 
per writer per month will be accepted.

4. All entries for the previous month must 
be at the OPA office by the 15th of the 
current month.

5. Winning entries will be reproduced on 
the OPA website at www.OkPress.com.

Entries must have been previously 
published in print. Contest open to 

all OPA member newspapers.

Although Oklahoma Natural Gas Company 
selects representative contest winners’ 
work for use in this monthly ad, the views 
expressed in winning columns and editorials 
are those of the writers and don’t necessarily 
reflect the Company’s opinions.

OKLAHOMA NATURAL GAS CONTEST WINNERS

I sat on the chair fidgeting with the fishing poles while the stranger hooked up the trolling motor to the 
battery.

It was awkward.

I was nervous because it was my first time going fishing. And even more nervous because it was the first 
time being alone with this stranger, who was my biological father.

My parents weren’t married when I was born, and after my mother died I was adopted by her brother and 
his family. It wasn’t until I was 18, when I graduated high school and moved to Oklahoma, that I started 
the journey of meeting my biological paternal family.

This new adventure was something that I did not know how to face.

How do you relate to 15 people who share your blood but not your past?

How does one jump into being a part of a family when they were missing for so long?

All my life I had questions about the mystery man who was my father.

I wanted to know why he didn’t marry my mother, why he let me go, if he knew where I was or even 
cared.

I didn’t know what he looked like until I was 13, when I saw a picture of him and my mother together.

By spending my days with him on the Blackfork River, I finally received the long-awaited answers to my 
questions.

Fishing helped me integrate back into the family.

For some, fishing may be a hobby that is a splendid way to waste time, but to me, fishing has become a 
passion, a way for me to connect with each individual member of my family.

I have been able to fish with past generations, like my great Uncle Hank, and coming generations, like my 
younger cousin, Blayne.

Over four years, I have learned where all the good fishing holes are. I have learned where crawdads can 
be found. I have learned how to set up trot lines and limb lines.

But most importantly, I have learned about my biological father.

Although I have missed 18 years’ worth of memories, I know every time I step onto the barge with my 
pole in hand, I get to create my own memories with my long-lost family.

JUNE 2017 COLUMN WINNER
CHELSEA WEEKS, Tri-County Herald

Answers from fi shing

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE JUNE 2017 WINNERS
June Column: CHELSEA WEEKS, Tri-County Herald

June Editorial: BRIAN BLANSETT, Tri-County Herald
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