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District Judge Thomas 
Baldwin finds the City of 
Norman “willfully” violated 
the state’s Open Meeting 
Act. 5

Senate clears House-
passed bill honoring 
fallen journalists; Fallen 
Journalists Act now await-
ing president’s signature. 12

Even in a pandemic, 
Oklahoma newspapers 
are celebrating holidays 
with traditional features 
and promotions. 14

Get an idea or give 
us an idea to use in 
Worth Mentioning. 
Send your ideas to 
news@okpress.com.

OPA Board of Directors waives fees for entries 
in Be� er Newspaper Contest, Magazine Contest 

The Oklahoma Press 
Association Board of Direc-
tors is waiving entry fees in 
all categories of this year’s 
Better Newspaper Contest.

The board made the 
unanimous decision when 
it met by conference call on 
Dec. 10.

The entry fee for the 
annual OPA Magazine Con-
test will also be waived.

“This year has been a 
tough one for a lot of rea-
sons and that includes the 
financial challenges the 
pandemic has created,” said 
OPA President Mike Strain. 
“Despite all that, newspa-
pers in the state have done 
a great job serving their 
communities. 

“I appreciate Mark 
Thomas suggesting making 
contests free this year and 
also appreciate the OPA 
board’s vote to approve 

that. I hope it will help 
more papers share their 
best work during this diffi-
cult year.”

Zonelle Rainbolt, OPA 
Awards Committee Chair,  
also expressed appreciation 
to members of the board 
who voted to eliminate the 
fee.

“This year has been full 
of unusual challenges, and 
opportunities, and I am 
very thankful the board has 
taken the step of eliminat-
ing entry fees for the con-
test,” said Rainbolt. “It will 
provide our member papers 
with an excellent opportu-
nity to receive recognition 
for their great work in these 
extraordinary circumstanc-
es.”

The deadline for all 
entries in the contests to be 
submitted is Monday, Feb-
ruary 8, 2021. Winners will 

be announced during the 
OPA Annual Convention in 
June.

“I will be glad when 
2020 is over, because I am 
looking forward to when we 
can get together in person 
for a convention in 2021 
that will honor the terrific 
work by so many people,” 
said Strain.

February 8 is also the 
deadline for entries to be 
submitted for the ONF Ray 
Lokey Memorial Award 

for Excellence in Report-
ing, the ONF Joseph H. 
Edwards Outdoor Writer of 
the Year Award, the ONF 
Beachy Musselman Award, 
and the OPA’s Quarter Cen-
tury Club and Half Century 
Club.

Complete contest rules 
for the Better Newspaper 
Contest, Magazine Contest 
and other awards are avail-
able on the OPA website at 
okpress.com/awards. 

ENTER FOR FREE IN ALL 20 CATEGORIES
AND MAGAZINE CONTEST

ENTRY DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 8, 2021

VIEW COMPLETE CONTEST RULES AT

OKPRESS.COM/AWARDS

Happy Holidays
from your friends at

Oklahoma Press
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From the President
By Mike Strain, Tulsa World
OPA President 2020-2021

City of Tahlequah 
fails to publish 
ballot measures 

Five proposals listed on 
Tahlequah’s Nov. 3 city 
ballot will not be counted 
after questions were raised 
over whether the ballot 
measures were published, 
as required by state law and 
City Charter.

A local resident con-
tacted the Tahlequah Daily 
Press on Oct. 23 in regard 
to the Notice of Municipal 
Election not being pub-
lished as it should.

Section 92 of the City 
Charter states that the 
notice must be published 
in the newspaper of general 
circulation for four con-
secutive weeks before the 
election.

“The City Charter does 
indicate that a proposed 
Charter modification must 
be published each of the 
four weeks prior to the 
election,” said Tahlequah 
Mayor Sue Catron. “State 
statutes require publication 
three consecutive weeks, 
with the election date not 
less than 20 days or more 
than 30 days after the last 
publication.”

Catron said the city clerk 
was provided with instruc-
tions of the need to publish 
the notice for four weeks 
prior to the election, but 
the requirement was not 
met.

After talking to the state 
Election Board, Catron said 
they had the option of pull-
ing ballots from the process 
or proceeding and collect-
ing vote information, even 
though it would not be used 
to alter the Charter.

During an emergency 
meeting on Oct. 27, the 
Tahlequah City Council 
took no action to amend or 

When I started my year as OPA president, a past president told 
me he was surprised to discover that a challenging part of the role 
was writing a monthly column.

I thought, “Well, at least there’s December. I can always write a 
column about things we are thankful for.” Of course, in the year 2020, nothing is easy; 
but I’m going to give it a try. Here’s a top 10 list of things I’m thankful for.

10. I’m thankful my high school English teacher won’t see this column. I’ve already 
ended two sentences with a preposition. That wouldn’t have flown in her class, or 
with a few editors I’ve known over the years.

9.  I’m thankful no one at OPA editing this column changed those prepositions. 
(Of course, if this top 10 list has shrunk to eight, then they changed it!)

8. I’m thankful 2020 is almost over. That’s the best I can say about this year. 

7.  There is no No. 7. I blame this on 2020, not my lack of creativity.

6.  I’m thankful for public officials who not only follow the Open Records Act but fol-
low the spirit of the Act. In recent weeks, I’ve corresponded with some who quickly 
responded to requests and seemed genuinely interested in keeping their constitu-
ents informed. 

5.  I’m thankful for frustrated subscribers. I know that sounds crazy, but hear me 
out. I once had someone who angrily told me about their concern but later apolo-
gized for being upset. I told him it was no problem, because subscribers like him 
obviously care deeply about the community and the newspaper’s role in it. (Quick 
aside: In my opinion, there’s a difference between frustrated and disrespectful.) 

4.  I’m thankful for happy subscribers and readers. I’m not completely crazy. Happy 
readers are more fun than the ones who are upset. Stop for 30 seconds and do a 
quick mental exercise: Think of a note you received from someone thrilled with the 
work you or someone at your paper produced. 

3.  I’m thankful for Oklahoma’s editors and publishers. While you’re thinking of that 
nice note from a reader, remember this: Your work is making a positive difference 
in people’s lives and your community. Even if you don’t hear it often, know this: 
There are people – many of them – who are thankful for the work you’re doing.

2.   Let’s just skip this one, because two groups have more than earned a spot at the top 
of my thankful list.

1 and 1A. Healthcare workers and teachers. I know this monthly column is about the 
newspaper industry, and I could make this thought into something about it. After 
all, it’s no stretch to suggest that honoring their  work in 2020 in your pages is 
worthwhile. The fact is these folks make immeasurable differences in lives every 
year. In 2020, it’s been even greater. 

Here’s wishing everyone a 

happy and healthy 

holiday season … 

and a better 2021.

See City of Tahlequah, Page 3
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You’ve Got Questions!
• Can I photograph minors without consent?

• Can police deny access to records by issuing a press release?

• Should I alter my archives when a person demands it?

• Can I report inaccurate testimony given in open court?

• What are the laws about liquor advertising?
These are questions answered by the attorneys for the OPA Legal Services Plan 
members in recent months. Newspapers always need timely legal advice on issues
related to newspaper publishing.

You should join OPA’S LEGAL SERVICES PLAN!
See www.OkPress.com/LSP or contact Mark Thomas 

at (405) 499-0033 or toll-free in Oklahoma 1-888-815-2672 today!

You’ve Got Questions!
• Can police deny access to records by issuing a press release?

members in recent months. Newspapers always need timely legal advice on issues

You should join OPA’S LEGAL SERVICES PLAN!
See www.OkPress.com/LSP or contact Mark Thomas 

at (405) 499-0033 or toll-free in Oklahoma 1-888-815-2672 today!

District judge sides with Norman FOP, 
rules city violated Open Meeting Act

A Carter County district 
judge has ruled in favor 
of the Norman Fraternal 
Order of Police, finding the 
City of Norman “willfully” 
violated the state’s Open 
Meeting Act, court records 
show.

Judge Thomas Bald-
win’s order, filed Dec. 3, 
means the Norman City 
Council’s decision to deduct 
$865,000 from the NPD’s 
budget was invalid.

“The Court finds that the 
language used in the (city’s) 
advanced public notice of 
the agenda for the June 16, 
2020, meeting was decep-
tively worded or materially 
obscured the stated pur-
pose of the meeting and 
is therefore a willful vio-
lation of the act. The City 
Council’s action of defund-
ing the Norman Police 
Department’s budget and 
reallocating funds to other 
departments and projects 

exceeds the scope of the 
purpose of the meeting and 
is therefore, invalid,” his 
order reads.

“Any person who read 
the language used would 
not have understood that 
there would be a defunding, 
reallocation or modification 
of any underlying depart-
ment’s budget,” Baldwin 
wrote.

A prepared statement 
from the City of Norman 
reveals it respectfully dis-
agreed with the ruling.

“While the City respects 
Judge Baldwin’s profes-
sionalism throughout the 
case, we fundamentally 
disagree with his decision 
in regards to the Open 
Meeting Act and its poten-
tial negative future impact 
on citizen involvement in 
government,” the statement 
reads.

Court records show that 
the $865,000 was kept in 

reserve because of the law-
suit.

The City said it plans to 
appeal.

“The City believes its cit-
izens have a right to influ-
ence the de cisions of their 
elected officials through 
open public disclosure,” 
the statement reads. “We 
believe this court’s decision 
has a direct negative impact 
on this right and is incon-
sistent with the Oklahoma 
Supreme Court’s interpre-
tation of the Open Meeting 
Act. The City will file an 
appeal to protect the right 
of its citizens to suggest 
amendments and changes 
to government decisions in 
open public meetings at the 
City of Norman.”

Punishment for the mis-
demeanor violation carries 
up to a $500 fine and a 
year in county jail, accord-
ing to Oklahoma Statute 25, 
section 314.

repeal City Charter propos-
als on the Nov. 3 ballot. 

Peggy Glenn, who chairs 

the City Charter Review 
Committee, said the major-
ity on the panel agreed to 

keep the propositions on 
the ballot and use the infor-
mation as a survey.  

City of Tahlequah continued from Page 2
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When it comes to achieving the Oklahoma 
Standard, we’ve come a long way. All state 
property is 100% smokefree, and the age to 
purchase tobacco is now 21. 

However, there’s still work to do...

 -  Smoking is still allowed in Oklahoma bars
     and some restaurants. 

 -  Hotels in Oklahoma are NOT 100% smokefree. 

 -   Exposing children to secondhand smoke in 
     cars is still legal.

 -  Smoking at in-home daycares after 
     hours is still legal.     hours is still legal.

It’s time to step up to the Oklahoma Standard. 
Join the fight at 

The Oklahoma 
Standard should 
mean smokefree 
air for all. 

Reporters Commi� ee 
urges congressional leaders 
to pass Open Courts Act

The Reporters Com-
mittee for Freedom of the 
Press is urging U.S. law-
makers to pass a bill that 
would improve transparen-
cy in the federal court sys-
tem for both the press and 
the public.

In a letter sent to House 
Speaker Nancy Pelo-
si (D-Calif.) and House 
Minority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy (R-Calif.) on 
Dec. 1, the Reporters Com-
mittee expressed support 
for the Open Courts Act of 
2020 and urged congressio-
nal leaders to bring the bill 
to the floor for a vote.

The legislation would 
eliminate burdensome fees 
that discourage or block 
access to federal court 
records. The current sys-
tem, known as the PACER 
paywall, has long been a 
source of frustration for 

journalists, news organiza-
tions and members of the 
public. As the Reporters 
Committee’s letter notes, 
the per-page fees repre-
sent a significant barrier to 
accessing public court doc-
uments – records the press 
and public have a right 
to access under the First 
Amendment and common 
law.

“When reporters can-
not access court records 
because of excessive fees, 
the public loses,” the letter 
states. 

“By removing the PACER 
paywall, the Open Courts 
Act of 2020 will increase 
access to records of the 
federal judiciary, promote 
accuracy in news reporting, 
and further advance 
the public’s knowledge 
about the federal judicial 
system.”

Oklahoma State Auditor 
and Inspector Cindy Byrd 
recently announced that her 
office will be conducting a 
special audit of the City of 
Pauls Valley in response to 
a successful citizen petition 
request.

However, Byrd esti-
mates it may be June 2021 
before the special audit gets 
underway. Once underway, 
special audits generally take 
an average of six months to 
complete, although that can 
vary, said Byrd.

With the addition of the 
Pauls Valley audit, the SAI’s 

Forensic Audit Division has 
nine special audit requests 
underway or pending.

The petition asked the 
auditor’s office to conduct 
a special audit into records 
and events related to the 
October 2018 closure of 
Pauls Valley’s hospital.

The petition lists eight 
specific areas of concern, 
occurring between 2015 
and 2020, to be examined, 
including possible viola-
tions of the Open Meeting 
Act and Open Records Act.

State auditor confi rms audit
for the City of Pauls Valley
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Make Sales Soar Like Magic
Improve your close ratios to 70% or more with the New MiAD

Wizard!

Go to miadwizard.com and see the magic for yourself!

It's a fact that spec ads help close more sales— and yet spec ads are
used less than 20% of the time. Now, with the real-world magic of MiAD®Wizard,
personalizing and presenting spec ads for EVERY prospect is as easy as 1-2-3!

No training. No time wasted. No more tough sells.

800.223.1600
service@metro-email.com
www.metrocreativeconnection.com
miadwizard.com

®

Senate clears  
House-passed bill for 
president’s signature

Washington, D.C. – The 
Fallen Journalists Memo-
rial (FJM) Foundation 
thanked the U.S. Senate 
for passing bipartisan 
legislation (H.R. 3465) to 
authorize the foundation to 
establish a national memo-
rial that honors reporters, 
editors, photographers and 
broadcasters who have lost 
their lives reporting the 
news.

The legislation, known 
as the Fallen Journalists 
Memorial Act, was passed 
by the House of Represen-
tatives on September 21, 
2020, and is awaiting the 
president’s signature.

Sponsored by Senator 
Ben Cardin (D-Maryland), 
Representative Grace 
Napolitano (D-California), 
Senator Rob Portman 
(R-Ohio) and Representa-
tive Tom Cole (R-Oklaho-
ma), the bipartisan legisla-
tion authorizes the founda-
tion to begin the process of 
designing and constructing 
the first memorial on public 
land that honors journalists 

who sacrificed their lives in 
service to America’s com-
mitment to a free press.

“On behalf of all journal-
ists who put their lives on 
the line each day fulfilling 
their duty to deliver the 
news, I want to thank the 
Congressional sponsors for 
their support in shepherd-
ing the measure through 
the House and Senate,” 
FJM Foundation President 
Barbara Cochran said. 

“Once completed, this 
memorial will demonstrate 
to our citizens and visitors 
from around the world that 
our country values a free 
press, honors the sacrifices 
of journalists, and supports 
the family, friends and col-
leagues of the fallen.”

On June 28, 2018, the 
deadliest attack on jour-
nalists in U.S. history took 
place at the office of the 
Capital Gazette, the local 
newspaper in Annapolis, 
Maryland, when a gunman 
shot and killed five employ-
ees and wounded two oth-
ers. 

The memorial will honor 
those victims, along with 
journalists who have lost 
their lives while reporting 

in dangerous conditions 
across the globe.

“Every year, journalists 
are attacked, imprisoned 
and murdered around the 
world,” former U.S. Rep-
resentative David Dreier, 
chairman of the FJM Foun-
dation and former chair-
man of Tribune Publishing, 
said. 

“No matter the circum-
stances of their deaths, 
these journalists and their 
sacrifices deserve to be 
remembered by a free soci-
ety that values a free press.”

The FJM Foundation 
operates under the auspices 
of the National Press Club 
Journalism Institute, which 
is the nonprofit education-
al affiliate of the National 
Press Club. It was launched 
in 2018 with significant 
funding from the Annen-
berg Foundation and the 
Michael and Jacky Ferro 
Foundation.

Upon the legislation 

being signed into law, the 
FJM Foundation will lead a 
multi-year process to raise 
funds to design, develop, 
construct and maintain the 
memorial in compliance 
with the Commemorative 
Works Act of 1986, which 
established detailed stan-
dards and procedures for 
new memorials on federal 
land. No taxpayer funds are 
authorized for the project, 
and the legislation pre-
cludes the building of the 
memorial on what is known 
as the “Reserve,” the area 
of the Mall in Washington, 
D.C., where new commem-
orative works are prohib-
ited.

Other organizations sup-
porting the Fallen Journal-
ists Memorial Act include 
the National Newspaper 
Association, News Media 
Alliance, National Associa-
tion of Broadcasters, Mili-
tary Reporters and Editors 
Association, National Fed-
eration of Press Women, 
Committee to Protect Jour-
nalists, Freedom Forum, 
News Leaders Association, 
Reporters Committee for 
Freedom of the Press, and 
the Radio Television Digital 
News Association.

Congress passes legislation honoring fallen journalists

The Tulsa World 
revealed the 12 Tulsans of 
the Year in the Tulsa World 
Magazine.

The magazine appeared 
in the Dec. 5 edition of the 
World for home delivery 
subscribers. 

Readers also could view 
the stories online or pur-
chase printed magazines 
for $3.95 each at https://
tulsaworld.com/site/forms/
tulsaworldmagazine/

Tulsa World Magazine 
reveals Tulsans of Year
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PHOTO CONTEST

OCTOBER 2020
WEEKLY WINNER:

LINDSAY
TESIO

Choctaw Times

OCTOBER 2020
DAILY WINNER:

BILLY
HEFTON

Enid News & Eagle

The October 2020 contest was judged by a member 
of the Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame.

View all winning photos at 
OkPress.com/OGE-Photo-Contest

Enter and Win a $100 Check 
from OGE ENERGY CORP.

Icicles from the ice storm hang on a Halloween skeleton on October 28, 2020.
Photo by BILLY HEFTON, Enid News & Eagle, Oct. 29, 2020

Choctaw’s Jordan Mukes jumps to break up a Bixby pass.
Photo by LINDSAY TESIO, Choctaw Times, Oct. 14, 2020

We energize the economy by attracting new 
businesses, creating thousands of new jobs and 

more than $1.2 billion of new investment.   
© 2020 OGE Energy Corp.

AT OG&E, WE DO MORE THAN ENERGIZE A POWER GRID. 

For more information about the photo contest, visit okpress.com/oge-photo-contest



7    

Decem
ber 2020 | The Oklahom

a Publisher

After a 37-year career in 
journalism, Kim Benedict 
has announced her retire-
ment.

Benedict has served as 
publisher of The Ardmo-
reite for the past 13 years. 
She also serves as Gannett 
Sr. Group Publisher for 
The Ardmoreite, Shawnee 
News-Star and Bartlesville 
Examiner-Enterprise.

She was named publisher 
of The Ardmoreite in 2007. 
Prior to that, she held the 
same role at publications in 
Kansas and Michigan.

During her time in 
Ardmore, Benedict’s role 
expanded to oversight of 
properties in Tennessee 
and Louisiana and, most 
recently, the two additional 
Oklahoma properties.

“I’ve worked in the news-
paper industry for close to 
40 years and experienced a 
great many changes in both 
technology and process. But 
the one thing that never 
changed was my commit-
ment to the communities 
that I’ve served and the 
mission to make a positive 
difference through news 
coverage, advertising infor-
mation and staff engage-
ment,” Benedict said. “I 
know The Ardmoreite and 
other Oklahoma properties 

will continue to thrive and 
serve their respective com-
munities.”

During her career, she 
chased tornadoes and other 
big stories.

Benedict recalled the 
February 2009 tornado in 
Lone Grove.

“It was a big deal in the 
amount of devastation and 
loss of life that it caused,” 
she said. “We did a video of 
all the photos we took and 
sold it as a fundraiser for 
Red Cross donations.”

She’s covered a lot of big 
stories during her career, 
some very positive like the 
growth of Ardmore and 
southern Oklahoma.

“While there hasn’t been 
just one big story, it has 
been exciting to see the 
development in the commu-

nity and across the area,” 
she said.

Benedict has been an 
active member of the busi-
ness community. She served 
as Ardmore Rotary Club 
president for two terms, 
and on the Children’s Shel-
ter Board for 10 years.

“What I have always 
liked about my particular 
job is that it’s not the same 
every day,” Benedict said. 
“When I go in in the morn-
ing, even though I have a 
task list, I know different 
things are going to happen 
that are going to change 
that.

“I’ve been blessed to have 
worked with quality people 
throughout my career and 
that’s particularly held true 
with The Ardmoreite staff 
over the past 13 years and 
more recently with the staff 
in Shawnee and Bartlesville.

“I’ve also been fortunate 
to call many of the peo-
ple that I’ve worked with 
friends and will continue 
to maintain those relation-
ships.”

Benedict plans to spend 
time with family, travel 
when the COVID-19 threat 
declines, and do contract 
projects to provide the 
diversity that she enjoys.

New editor at 
Mustang News, 
Yukon Review

Mark Codner has 
been named manag-
ing editor at the Mus-
tang News and Yukon 
Review, announced 
Paula Settle, associate 
publisher of the two 
publications.

Codner succeeds 
Terry Groover, who 
accepted a position at 
the Oklahoma State 
Capitol.

Codner is an estab-
lished journalist special-
izing in local community 
news.

He has lived and 
worked all over Oklaho-
ma.

He was owner and 
publisher of The Madill 
Record and has been 
an editor at several 
newspapers in the Tulsa 
area including the Tulsa 
World. 

For the past three 
and one-half years, Cod-
ner was editor at The 
Edmond Sun.

He is a graduate of 
the University of Central 
Oklahoma with a degree 
in journalism.

“I love the newspa-
per business and telling 
the stories important to 
our local communities,” 
Codner said. 

Chelsea Weeks has been 
named news editor of the 
Claremore Daily Progress.

Weeks previously worked 
as a reporter with the 
Stroud American.

She started her journal-
ism career as an intern at 
the American in 2017 and 
became a full-time reporter.

Weeks graduated from 
Oklahoma Baptist Universi-
ty in 2019.

Weeks was born in Bro-
ken Arrow. She lived in 
Missouri, New Mexico and 
Arizona before returning to 
Oklahoma to attend college.

“I feel honored to be 
in the position – it’s been 
a dream of mine to be an 
editor,” Weeks said. “I look 
forward to learning more 
about this community while 
serving the readers of the 
Daily Progress.”

Ardmoreite publisher announces retirement

KIM BENEDICT

CHELSEA WEEKS

Weeks new editor at Claremore Daily Progress

MARK CODNER
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DEATHS
SHERRY L. BARBY, who 
served as editor at the 
Harper County Journal for 
many years, died Nov. 17, 
2020. She was 73.

Barby was born Jan. 
14, 1947, in Boise City. 

After graduating from high 
school, she continued her 
education at Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University 
in Alva, where she earned a 
degree in education.

Barby taught school in 

Garber, Okla., and Karvel, 
Colo., before moving back 
to Buffalo and working as 
editor at the Harper County 
Journal.

Barby is survived by her 
husband, Russell; daughter 

Sara of Meade, Kansas; 
son Ben of Laverne, Okla.; 
brother Robert Dotson 
of Burlington; and three 
grandchildren.

DOUGLAS ALLAN DAVIS, 
who worked at several 
newspapers in Oklahoma, 
died Dec. 7, 2020. He was 
63.

Davis was born Jan. 23, 
1957, in Wichita, Kansas. 
After graduating from 
high school, he joined the 

National Guard where he 
spent eight years.

In 1984, Davis moved 
his family to Okmulgee 
while he attended the 
Graphic Design program 
at OSU Tech. He spent the 
next nine years working as 
a graphic artist at news-
papers across Oklahoma, 

Kansas and Missouri. In 
the mid-’90s, he taught 
technology to middle and 
high school students.

In 2001, Davis and his 
wife, Diane, moved to Ada. 
Doug Davis worked for the 
Ada News until 2003. For 
the next 11 years, he served 

as a graphic designer for 
Pre-Paid Legal.

Davis is survived by his 
wife of 43 years, Diane; 
sons Eric of Tecumseh and 
Michael of Pauls Valley; 
daughter Leah Worcester 
of Pickett, Okla.; and five 
grandchildren.

BRANDON RAY JOHNSON, 
who once worked at The 
Duncan Banner, died Nov. 
21, 2020. He was 39.

Johnson was born July 
16, 1981, in Oklahoma 
City. After graduating from 

Duncan High School, he 
attended the University 
of Oklahoma majoring in 
journalism. 

Johnson worked at The 
Duncan Banner as a pho-
tographer and columnist. 

He later worked for the 
Duncan Police Department 
and Oklahoma Highway 
Patrol as a communications 
officer.

He is survived by his 
parents, Jeff and Carla 

Johnson of Duncan; sister 
Christi Karcher of Cran-
berry Township, Penn.; 
grandmother Pat Johnson 
of Hollister, Mo.; nephew 
Kannon Karcher and niece 
Brooklyn Karcher. 

C. DENNIS SCHICK, former 
executive director of the 
Arkansas Press Association, 
died Dec. 7, 2020. He was 
83.

Schick and his wife, Jan, 
moved to Arkansas in 1979 
where he served as the 

executive director of the 
state trade association. He 
retired from that position 
in 2004 after 25 years.

Prior to that, Schick 
taught full-time for 15 years 
at the University of Texas, 
Oklahoma State University, 

Southern Illinois University 
and Texas Christian Uni-
versity. He also worked on 
daily and weekly newspa-
pers in Texas, Illinois and 
Oklahoma, in both adver-
tising and news editorial 
positions. 

He is survived by his 
wife of 61 years, Jan; his 
three children, Leslie Gor-
rell, Greg Schick and Tim 
Schick; four grandchildren; 
his brother Darry Schick 
and sister Kay Weaver.

RAY SOLDAN, who covered 
sports for The Oklahoman 
for more than half a cen-
tury, died Dec. 1, 2020. He 
was 91.

Soldan was born Sept. 
18, 1929, in Manhattan, 
Kan. He graduated from 
the University of Kansas in 
1951 where he was sports 
editor of the University of 
Kansas Daily Kansan. After 
graduation, he worked at 
the Beatrice Daily Sun in 
Nebraska and at the Law-
ton Morning Press.

In 1952, The Daily Okla-
homan hired Soldan over 
the phone. He spent the 
next 33 years there cover-
ing games, compiling stats, 
ranking teams and picking 
All-Staters.

Much of Oklahoma’s 
high school sports history 
could have been lost if not 
for the efforts of Soldan. He 
researched and compiled 
comprehensive records 
dating back to 1919 and 
is considered Oklahoma’s 

foremost historian of high 
school sports.

Soldan was named Okla-
homa Sportswriter of the 
Year in 1959 by the Nation-
al Sportscaster/Sportswrit-
er Association, the first year 
the awards were given. 

He also was one of the 
first inductees in the Okla-
homa Sports Hall of Fame 
and is in the Oklahoma 
Basketball Coaches Hall of 
Fame.

Soldan was inducted into 

the Oklahoma Journalism 
Hall of Fame in 2009.

He traveled the world 
with wife LeClaire, visiting 
60-plus countries on six 
continents. With his daugh-
ter Angela, he trekked 
through some eastern 
states to complete his list of 
visiting all 50 states.

Soldan is survived by 
his children Tim, Nan-
nette, Angela and Penny; 
eight grandchildren 11 
great-grandchildren and a 
great-great grandchild.

Deaths Continued on Page 9
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LYNDA CAROL WATKINS, 
who worked at her family’s 
newspaper in Cordell for 
many years, died Nov. 28, 
2020. She was 76.

Watkins was born Aug. 
16, 1944. She graduated 
from East Central Univer-
sity with a teaching degree 

in education and received a 
Masters degree from Wich-
ita State University before 
embarking on a 35-year 
teaching career in south-
west Kansas and western 
Oklahoma.

She moved to Cordell 
in 1979 and spent several 

years helping run the fam-
ily newspaper business as 
an advertising manager at 
the Cordell Beacon.

Watkins was preceded 
in death by husband Kenny 
Watkins; father Charles 
Edgar Burchfiel and mother 
Donna Maxine Burchfiel.

She is survived by two 
sons, Bill Hess of Pueblo, 
Colo., and Robert Hess 
of Lake Forest, Ill.; five 
grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild.

Frances Jane Bryant 
Nov. 10, 2019

Charles William Hooper 
Nov. 22, 2019

Patsy Willene 
Muchmore 

Nov. 7, 2019

Wayne L. Caldwell 
Dec. 12, 2019

Jerry Ray Pogue 
Dec. 11, 2019

Remembering our friends & colleagues who died the previous year

If you would like to make a donation, please send a check to:
Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation,  

3601 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73105-5499

DEATHS continued from Page 8 

Thanks to all of you who have donated to the 
Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation this past year.

Your generous contributions support the foundation’s 
efforts to improve the state’s newspaper industry and 
quality of journalism.

			   With gratitude and appreciation,
			   Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation
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Big Sur update has arrived; Flash Player reaches end of life

LEGAL ADVICE
is just one of the benefits of being a member of the Oklahoma Press 
Association’s Legal Services Plan. Remove the worry of needing  
professional advice by enrolling today. For more information contact:

OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION’S 

LEGAL SERVICES PLAN 

1-888-815-2672 or 405-499-0020

OPA Computer Consultant Wilma Newby’s 
column is brought to you by the Oklahoma 
Advertising Network (OAN). For more infor-
mation on the OAN program, contact Okla-
homa Press Service at (405) 499-0020.

Apple’s Big Sur 11.0.1 is 
in the update box on many 
computers around the 
state. If your computer is 
set to automatically update, 
Big Sur may already be 
installed. 

There are many bugs 
with the new system. Much 
of our software will be run-
ning under the emulator 
Rosetta 2. This program 
translates older software to 
run on the newer operating 
system. 

The new Apple M1 chip 
requires all software devel-
opers to rewrite their code 
to run natively in Big Sur. 

We are once again in the 
halfway zone. Some of the 
bigger programs may run 
native, but not all of their 
plugins will be updated, 
which will cause problems.

You can check to see if 
your programs will work 
with the new OSX Big Sur 
at https://isapplesiliconready.
com/.

Adobe Creative Suite 
works under Rosetta 2, 
but Acrobat does not. Pre-
view may need to be your 
PDF program until Adobe 
catches up. It lets you copy 
and paste but not save as a 
Word document. Hopefully 
Adobe fixes Acrobat soon. 

Our main problem at the 

moment is that many print-
er/scanner drivers have not 
been updated for the new 
system. A workaround is to 
re-install the printer, which 
may require using its IP 
address.

To find this go to Apple > 
System Preferences > Printers 
and Scanners. In this dialog 
box delete the printer that 
is not working by clicking 
on it and using the subtract 
button at the bottom of the 
box where the printers are 
listed. Then hit the plus to 
add the printer back. 

Now go to the physical 
printer and find out its IP 
address. Many printers dis-
play the IP address on the 
printer screen. On others, 
you need to hold down a 
couple of buttons at the 
same time to get it to print 
out the specs. 

Once you get the info, go 
back to the printer menu 
on your Mac and click the 
network icon that looks 
like a globe at the top of 
the screen and put in the 
printer’s IP address. It 
will look something like 
192.168.000.16 or could be 
something like 10.10.0.12. 
The fourth set of numbers 
is unique to each device on 
your network. 

Take a look at the Use: 
area at the bottom of the 
window. It will say Generic 
Postscript Printer or have the 
name of the printer listed. 
Generic works for most 

printers. You can give your 
printer a name in the Name: 
line and the Queue: line can 
be left empty. Now click 
Add and try printing.

Big Sur updated System 
Preferences. There’s a new 
Dock & Menu Bar area that 
hosts the Control Center 
settings. The Control Center 
is where many apps like 
sound are controlled. The 
Dock & Menu Bar can be used 
to hide the Menu Bar. The 
menu will show up if the 
pointer is at the top of the 
screen just like the Hide and 
Show Dock. Something you 
should know is that it hides 
the menus in all programs. 

The Notifications area 
harbors another change. 
The icon has gone from 
the menu bar on the right. 
To see Notifications now, 
when they’re not popping 
up automatically, take the 
mouse pointer to the top 
right hand corner of the 
screen and they’ll come 
up. The grouping can be 
controlled in the Edit Wid-
gets button at the bottom 
of the list. It works like the 
launchpad App. The iPhone 
interface merging with the 
Mac OS has started.

ADOBE KILLS FLASH
Adobe will stop support 

of the Adobe Flash player 
on Dec. 31, 2020. Many 
websites and video games 
will have their video con-
tent broken by this event. 

Your Windows computer 
may be sending you notic-
es to uninstall Flash, and 
several web browsers will 
completely remove it.

Many websites have not 
done the conversion yet 
because of time and money 
constraints. Some games 
may never make the leap as 
it’s much harder for them 
to convert to the newer 
code. Interactive HTML5 is 
the main coding replacing 
Flash. 

Reasons given for its 
demise are that Flash 
has many security risks 
and iPhones and Chrome 
browsers already don’t sup-
port it. It’s not open source 
software. It is a 10-year-old 
program that has not kept 
up with changes to the 
internet. 

Some programs that are 
used to convert to HTML5 
are Adobe Animate CC, 
Google Web Designer and 
OpenFL. 

If your browser isn’t 
working after the conver-
sion, try another browser. 
Or, if you need the content, 
try using an older computer 
with older browsers where 
the plug-in still works.

IPHONE PHOTO PROBLEMS
Apple iPhone recently 

released an update that has 
the cameras shoot in a new 
format – .heif – instead 
of .jpg. The main problem 
with High Efficiency Image 
Format is that older soft-
ware won’t open the file.

To change your iPhone 
back to .jpg default go to 
Settings > Camera > Format 
and select Most Compatible 
instead of High Efficiency.

Computer Notes
from the road

by Wilma Newby
wnewby@okpress.com
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Mark Carson was in the 
right place at the right time 
on November 21.

Carson, publisher of the 
Woods County Enterprise 
in Waynoka, was on his way 
home from a football game 
in Maysville accompanied 
by three passengers. 

As he drove down U.S. 
Highway 281 south of Ches-
ter, Okla., at around 12:30 
a.m., 17-year-old Kaden 
Ramos, one of the passen-
gers in the car, spotted two 
little girls crouched under 
the cover of weeds in the 
bar ditch.

After Carson was con-
vinced that Ramos had 
seen the children, he quick-
ly found a place to turn 
around and headed back. 
Another car on its way 
home from the game also 
turned around.

Pulling up, the occupants 
of the vehicles saw the two 
young girls crouching in the 
weeds. After calling 911, the 
rescuers attempted to talk 
to the children.

“It was very apparent our 
attention or help was most 
unwelcome,” Carson wrote 
in the Enterprise’s Nov. 26 
edition. 

As the girls ran in oppo-
site directions, another car 
stopped to assist.

There were now 13 Way-
noka residents working to 
keep the girls safe until the 
authorities arrived.

“It never ceases to amaze 
me the kind, generous  
and loving nature of the  
Waynoka people who go out 
of the way to help someone 
in need,” Carson wrote. 
“With all the tragedy that 
surrounds us this week it’s 

good to remember those 
things that are just and 
right.

“Driving the last 30 miles 
home with a heavy heart 
for those two little girls, I 
contemplated the series of 
events that just took place 
and was truly thankful for 
my parents and the commu-
nity in which I was raised.

“I am also thankful for 
answered prayers that the 
Lord put just the right peo-
ple in place to handle a dif-
ficult situation.”

The next week, the foster 
mother of the two girls who 
ran away followed up with 
“Thanksgiving Runaways – 
The Rest of the Story.”

The foster family, who 
has been caring for foster 
children for the past 18 
years, expressed apprecia-

tion to those who found the 
girls.

The foster mother told 
the Woods County Enter-
prise that her family wasn’t 
aware the girls had run 
away until she and her 
husband heard someone 
banging on the back door. 
When her husband opened 
the door, he found the sher-
iff and a DHS caseworker 
standing there. After the 
foster parents discussed the 
situation with the author-
ities, the girls were turned 
back over to them. 

Carson said the foster 
mother told him that the 
girls wanted to have an 
adventure.

 “Thank you again to 
the ones that found them 
and kept them safe during 
their adventure,” the foster 
mother said.

Thanksgiving spirit of Waynoka residents 
keeps two young girls out of harms way

Yale News and Drumright Gusher Associate Editor (and volunteer elf) Allie Prater works the photo booth as kids visit Santa 
during the Yale Christmas celebration on Nov. 29.

Enid cancels  
Pillars of Plain

For the first time 
in 18 years, the Enid 
News & Eagle will not 
have a Pillar of the 
Plains recognition at 
the end of this year.

Faced with the pos-
sibility of selecting and 
honoring people in a 
remote fashion, pre-
vious Pillars honorees 
decided to skip this 
year and resume again 
next year.

The News & Eagle 
still wants to share 
stories of good deeds 
being done in Enid and 
Northwest Oklahoma 
and is asking readers to 
email story ideas.
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State newspapers celebrate holidays with 
traditions supporting the community

It’s the holiday season and Oklaho-
ma newspapers are filled with tradi-
tions we’ve come to expect.

It began before Thanksgiving when 
elementary students were asked how 
to prepare a turkey.

The Lawton Constitution
printed some of their favorite Thanks-
giving recipes from the youngest Con-
stitution readers with more responses 
available on its website.

The Elk City News asked kids to 
submit how they would cook a turkey 
along with a hand drawn picture. 

One 11-year-old recommended cov-
ering the turkey in “whine.”

Names of all kids submitting 
instructions for cooking the turkey 
were entered into a drawing for a free 
turkey provided by United Supermar-
ket in Elk City.

With schools closed to outside vis-
itors, The Purcell Register wasn’t 
sure it would be able to get cooking 
instructions from the kids until a 
principal from the Purcell Elementary 
School agreed to ask some of the chil-
dren the basics of cooking turkey and 
other Thanksgiving dishes. 

Some other newspapers spotted 
with similar features on how to cook 
a turkey were The Ada News, The 
Cheyenne Star, The Geary Star, 
The Healdton Herald, Kingfish-
er Times & Free Press, Perry 
Daily Journal, Poteau Daily 
News, The Shawnee News-Star, 
Stigler News Sentinel, Watonga 
Republican and Weatherford 
Daily News.

Other Thanksgiving promotions 
included The Ardmoreite’s “We’re 
Talking Turkey” subscription promo-
tion. Subscribers who converted to EZ 
Pay or purchased a new four-month 
prepaid subscription received a free 
10-11 pound turkey, compliments of 
Farmers Market and The Ardmoreite.

The Guthrie News Leader
sponsors an annual Thanksgiving 
Coloring Contest. Kids in three age 
divisions can enter the contest by 
coloring a picture of a turkey for an 
opportunity to win a $10 gift certifi-
cate to Golden Chick.

Thanksgiving wasn’t even over 
when Oklahoma newspapers began 
working on Christmas events.

The Tulsa World and Weath-
erford Daily News both pro-
moted their special Thanksgiving 
edition full of Black Friday deals. 
The Tulsa World got a head start by 
giving its readers early access to its 
edition, which included a 48-page 
puzzle book, at noon Wednesday. 
The Weatherford Daily News’ special 
Thanksgiving edition featured great 
deals from local retailers.

The McAlester News-Capital, 
Stigler News-Sentinel, Boise 
City News and Drumright Gush-
er organized Angel Trees to provide 
gifts for area children in need. Angel 
Trees are decorated with cards for 
each child with suggestions for gifts. 
Local residents are able to select a 
card and fulfill that child’s dreams.

For many children, the gifts 
received through the Angel Tree are 
the only ones they will receive.

The Lawton Constitution 11/26/2020
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COMING FRIDAY: Youth delivers dinners 
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4 teams still in playoff hunt — 1B
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The LawtonConstitution

The Constitution staff

Leave it to children to come up with imaginative ways 
of preparing Thanksgiving dinners.

Given vivid imaginations and slight notions as to the 
usual ingredients to make the perfect feast for friends 
and family alike, if you offer the prompt of how to make 
a thankful feast, they will run with it.

Even if their concoctions 
aren’t, in the end, perfect pal-
ate pleasers, they sure are an 
interesting read when put to 
paper. And for that, we are 
thankful.

Enjoy a few of our favor-
ite Thanksgiving recipes from the youngest Constitution 
readers:

“I would cook the turkey, mashed potatoes, green bean 
casserole and yams, fruit, and french fries, and cook an 
apple pie.” — Isabella N. Klatt.

“I would make a turkey and banana bread for Thanks-
giving.” — Adisyn Nicole Bates.

“I would cook turkey, macaroni and cheese and mash 
potatoes and pie with cherries.” — Crystal Shoemake.

“I would bake a pie and a turkey and banana pudding.” 
— Jacob Norwood.

“I would cook macar and cheese and bake a chocolate 
pie.” — Cooper Gibson.

“I go to the store to get turkey! I will cook the turkey 
aftur I prep my turky! Then I will eat! Yum yum yum.” — 
Mekhi Rodinson.

“The ham is gud. Pumpkin pie too. Ham for him, ham 
for her.” — Adonnis McGee.

“I cook the turkey with my mom.” Tolaya Slack.
“First, I go to the story. Next, I will put on a pron. And 

then, I will bake. Last I will eat pumpkin pie.” — Blakely 
Brown.

“Put on an apran, then prep my food and I will cook 
are bake and then eat my food with my family.” — Zayden 
Whalin.

“First, cook the turkey. Next, mash potatoes. Last, enjoy 
the meal.” — Kiad

“First, cook the turkey. Next, cook mac and cheese. Last, 
cook bread.” — Isaac.

“First, cook the turkey. Next, mash potatoes. Last, make 
ice cream.” — Harden Floyd.

“First cook the turkey. Next cook potatoes. Last, cook 
green beans.” — Ayden Ellis.

“First, cook the turkey. Next, make the pie. last, invite 
friends and family.” Rayden Floyd.

“First, put the turkey in the oven. Next, cut the turkey. 
Last, eat it.” — Natalia Zabcana.

“First, cook the turkey. Next, fry it. Last, make salads.” 
— Mession Edwards-Gaines.

“First, cook the turkey. Next, stuff it. Last, eat it.” — 
Fdvour.

“First, cook the turkey. Next mash potatoes. Last, set 
the table.” — Isabelle Jimenez-Diaz.

“First cook the turkey. Next make stufing. last, cook 
pumpkin pie.”— Leilo Householder.

“First, cook the turkey. Next, cook the sides. Then, cook 
the pies. Last, we eat!!” — Faith Francis.

Lawton Public Schools students 
help plan Thanksgiving Day meal

BY SCOTT RAINS
scott.rains@swoknews.com

CHATTANOOGA — The victim of a 
homicide investigation in Chattanooga 
has been identifed.

Chattanooga Police Chief Rob Stallcup 
said that James Cloud, 31, of Chattanooga, 
died from a gunshot wound at his home 
at 604 Monroe. He lived alone.

Cloud’s body was discovered Tuesday 
after he failed to show up for work. Stall-
cup said that his employer found it un-
usual for the usually dependable worker 
to not show up and not call in so another 
employee was sent to the home to check 
on him. That’s when the discovery was 
made and police were called.

The home, located within a block of the 
high school and a bank, was taped off and 
investigators from the police department 
were joined by the sheriff ’s department 
and the Oklahoma State Bureau of Inves-
tigation (OSBI).

Stallcup, who would not reveal a mo-
tive for the killing, said that a person of 
interest is in custody.

The State Medical Examiner arrived by 

Chattanooga 
homicide 
victim ID’d

Man killed by gunshot

See more responses 
from students on our 
website at swoknews.
com.

BY GARY REDDIN 
gary.reddin@swoknews.com

Comanche County Sheriff Kenny 
Stradley looks the part of a lawman. From 
his leather cowboy boots to the shining 
golden badge on his brown vest right on 
up to the mustache and the cowboy hat, 
white of course, everything about him 
says sheriff.

Theresa Lea had the same thought the 
first time she met Stradley.

“I walked out the front door and there 
was a paddy wagon right there and the 
whole sheriff ’s department was standing 
in my front yard,” Lea said.

Stradley was there to serve Lea, but not 
with a warrant or a summons.

“He brought me a turkey,” Lea said.
Since he was elected to the office in 

Sheriff gobbles 
up good karma 
with annual 
turkey deliveries 

Gary Reddin /staff

Sheriff Kenny Stradley drops off a Thanks-
giving Turkey to Theresa Lee.

See Sheriff, 3A

See Homicide, 3A

BY CHRIS WILSON
chris.wilson@swoknews.com

DUNCAN — Amid a spike in 
COVID-19 cases, staffing shortages 
and lack of a city-wide mask mandate, 
DHS Health officials say they are “in a 
desperate situation.” Officials said they 
expect the situation to worsen after the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

“There’s no calvary coming. We’re 
certain it’s just us. We’re doing the best 
we can to free up the right (people) to 
provide the right care,” said Kristen 
Webb, chief nursing officer at DRH 
Health when talking about staffing is-
sues at DRH.

Hospital administration held a 
virtual emergency meeting Tuesday 
night to discuss COVID-Plans. Staff 
Dr. Preston Waters said the staff dis-
cussed limiting elective surgeries and 

limiting those who are at high risk af-
ter surgeries.

“We’re getting to be in a desperate 
situation,” Waters said. “Our hospital 
is nearing a breaking point and admis-
sions are expected to rise for at least the 
next two weeks as hospital admissions 
lag behind new cases. If people just 
have Thanksgiving as normal, the cases 
will rise over the next couple weeks and 
we will be seriously desperate at the 
hospital and across the state.”

Webb said the hospital has a 28-
bed unit designated specifically for 
COVID-19 care, and currently 27 of 
those beds are occupied. However, the 
hospital only has one spot available 
in the eight-bed intensive care unit. 
Webb said the hospital is still admitting 
patients and has recently made space 
by releasing some non-COVID-19 re-
lated patients from the hospital’s med 
surge area. The concern for hospital 
administrators, said Webb, is a lack of 
nursing staff.

“Our volume of non-COVID pa-
tients is down slightly from what it has 
been the last few weeks but that will not 
sustain too much longer,” Webb said. 
“Our nursing staff has been our most 
concerning resource.”

Webb said 34 team members, in-

Duncan hospital struggles with 
staffing shortage due to COVID

“There’s no calvary 
coming. We’re certain 

it’s just us.”
KRISTEN WEBB

 Chief nursing officer at Duncan  
Regional Health

See DRH, 3A
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How to Cook a Turkey

We decided to ask kids how they would 
cook a turkey and the results may have 
you changing your recipe...or not, but they 
are sure to give you a chuckle!
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Deadline: November 4 $149.00
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Call to speak to Neva at 
580-497-6217

Know a veteran?
Do you have a veteran family 
member or friend you would 
like included? Send us a photo 
and their rank to ads@ecdaily-
news.com or send us a message 
on Facebook!

Happy
Thanksgiving!

580.225.1464 • 1318 S. Randall, Elk City OK
www.elkcitypickapart.com

Elk City Pick-A-Part
Happy Thanksgiving!

Happy Thanksgiving!Thank you so much to our Veterans!

ktsautoglass@gmail.com • 580-291-3786 • Owner-Kristofer Schell

From a rural community, we fully understand 
the need for our local volunteers and first 
responders. We would like to thank each 

of you for your service!

KTS AUTO GLASS
Serving a 100 mile radius of Willow, Oklahoma • We come to you!

Good luck on your 
future endevours!“Have a great Fourth of July! Stay safe. 

We’ll be here if you need us.”
“Have a great Fourth of July! Stay safe. 

We’ll be here if you need us.”

School is back in session!
Head back in style!

Give us a call today to get your ride ready for 
whatever this school year brings!

“Today I will do what other 
WON’T, so tomorrow I can 

accomplish what others CAN’T” 
- Jerry Rice, San Francisco 49ers

112 E. Main Street
580-928-5540

“Sometimes we’re all too quick 
to count down the days that we 
forget to make the days count” 

– Unknown

903 S. 10th, Clinton, OK 73601 • 1110 Hillcrest Dr., Woodward, OK 73801

“I have been impressed with the urgency 
of doing. Knowing is not enough; we must 

apply. Being willing is not enough; 
we must do.” -Leonardo da Vinci

Congratulations Class of 2019!

Have a wonderful school year!

Clinton 580.323.4400 • Woodward 580.256-5433
www.expresspros.com

Boston Stover, 11

McKynze McCain, 11

Jasper Hernandez, 11 Laramie, 11

Aryen, 11

Kase Kilhoffer, 11

2700 W 3rd St, Elk City • 580-225-2288

Happy
Thanksgiving
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Some nicknames just stick.
Like Leta “Tiny” Wilson’s.
When she was born the 

smaller of twins, her parents  
Tom and Lois Bebout began 
calling her sibling Little Sis 
and Leta became Little Tiny.

In time, the pair became 
simply Tiny and Sis.

She’s Tiny to this day more 
than 86 years later.

She was born at home and 
was one of eight children. 
She grew up on the farm and 
attended Fairview School 
through eighth grade.

That was followed by four 
years at Wayne High School. 
Tiny graduated in May 1953.

The day the Wayne seniors 
left on a senior trip, Tiny 
found a job as a telephone 
operator in Purcell.

It was while she was work-
ing that job that Tiny met 
Billy Joe Wilson in May 
1954.

He was working in the 
oilfield and was living in 
Purcell with his sister.

After a whirlwind court-
ship – “it was quite a short 
romance,” Tiny said –  they 
were married July 23, 1954, 
at the Assembly of God in 
Purcell.

The newlyweds moved to 
Oklahoma City for a time 
before returning to Purcell.

Tiny resumed her job as a 
telephone operator and Joe 
worked odd jobs.

After the birth of their old-
est son, Mike, Joe joined the 
Navy and served four years 
in the ranks.

They moved to Brunswick, 
Ga., where Joe was assigned 
to a blimp squadron.

Then the Navy sent him to 
school to become an aircraft 
electrician. That move sent 
them to Jacksonville, Fla.

Following his school, they 
traveled to Naval Air Station 
Miramar near San Diego.

The Navy assigned Joe 

Please see Neighbor, back page

Leta “Tiny” Wilson

An Interesting
Neighbor
Everyone has a story

It is readily apparent that 
COVID-19 cases are on the 
increase in our community, 
state, and nation. While much 
of this is beyond our control 
as individuals, it is not beyond 
our control as a collection of 
individuals. 

Wearing of masks has shown 
to slow the rate of infection. So, 
please wear a mask when social 
distancing is not feasible, if indoors 
regardless of social distancing.

MOST IMPORTANTLY, STAY 
HOME IF YOU ARE EXPERIENCING 

SYMPTOMS. This is true even 
if you have not tested.

I know that masks are uncom-
fortable, and some do not want 
to be seen as conforming to the 
government. I understand that. 
But, if we do not do something, 
we may find our community 

shut down by state or federal 
order because the pandemic over-

loads all our systems whether we 
like it or not. Hospitals not able to 

Mayor encourages 
wearing masks

With COVID cases on the rise, Ted Cox issues statement

A canned food drive for Op-
eration Christmas is sched-
uled for Saturday in the 
parking lot of the First Baptist 
Church at 400 W. Main Street.

Co-sponsors for the event 

Food 
drive for 
Operation 
Christmas
Saturday in 
parking lot of 
First Baptist 
Church 9-2

Change is in the air for 
learning in the Purcell 
School District.

Superintendent Dr. Sheli 
McAdoo announced last 
week that in person learning 
is not going to happen after 

Thanksgiving.
“We will be moving to 

full distance learning after 
the Thanksgiving break,” 

Full distance learning

Please see School, back page

Please see Food, back page Please see Masks, back page

Let’s ta lk some

Turkey
Kids share the many takes on the holiday bird

With schools pretty much closed to outside 
visitors due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it 
was looking grim for The Purcell Register’s
annual Thanksgiving meal prep feature.

We needed access to some first and second 
graders.

Fortunately, Purcell Elementary School 
Principal Cindy Stone agreed to be our 
stand-in, quizzing the chosen children on 
Thanksgiving turkey cooking basics and 
other holiday meal staples.

The questions were simple and not un-
like those many adults are asking 

themselves with the feast just 
one week away. 

Are you looking forward to 
Thanksgiving? How 

do you cook a tur-
key? What else 
is on the menu at 

your house?
Everyone is looking forward to the holiday 

or maybe just the week off from school.
Here is what the kids said:
Gabriel Barger, second grade – “I’ve never 

actually (cooked a turkey). The best way to 
cook a turkey is probably deep fry the chicken 
legs. That’s amazing because at Walmart we 
used to get their deep fried chicken legs and 
it’s amazing. It’s like a dream come true.”

As for the rest of the meal, Gabriel ex-
pounded, “I’m probably going to have a 
chicken. What are those little egg things that 
you boil the shell and take off the shell and 
put all that stuff on it? Yes, deviled eggs and 
some things like bacon and chicken and lots 
of things.”

Asked his favorite foods to eat on Thanks-
giving, Gabriel had no doubts – Walmart’s 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Gabriel Barger

Stetson Backhaus

Xavier Steele

Kambree MartinLyla Rhodes

Aubrey Forbes Kylee Resendiz

Noah Simmons Bria Norman

Please see Turkey, back page
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Staff photos by Michelle Kaufman
The Stigler High School Cheerleading Squad performed at the Nov. 6 pep rally before 
the Panthers’ final football game of the regular season. After participating in the OSSAA 
(Oklahoma Secondary School Activities Association) Game Day Regional competition in 
Stroud on Nov. 7, the cheerleading squad has advanced to the state competition, which 
will be in Moore on Nov. 14.

SHS cheerleaders 
advance to state

Sockey Agency

Owner/Agent – Steven Sockey      602 E. Main •  Stigler, OK        918-967-2511 or 918-967-2501       888-843-8432        Fax: 918-967-2482

Serving Stigler for over 40 years.

• Personal Insurance • Business Insurance • Life 
• Farm Owners • Health • Auto • Fire • Home Owners 
• Boats • Mobile Homes • Bonds • Liability

Road dedicated in memory of former council member

Staff photo by Michelle Kaufman
Representatives of the Choctaw Nation. Haskell County and others participate in the Charlotte Jackson Memorial Road dedication ceremony. On the front row, from left to right, are 
Michael Ollar, Chad Robinson, Beverly Hooker, Haskell County District 2 Commissioner Sandra Zachry, Topsy Williams, District 5 Councilman Ron Perry and Chief Gary Batton. On the 
second row, from left, are Brent Buster, B.J. Pearce, Jim Salle, Clint Klintimpson, Jessie Durham, Bill Blankenship, Assistant Chief Jack Austin Jr. and Hollis Allen.

By Anita Reding
and Michelle Kaufman
Staff reporters

ECR 1220, also known as 
Peevy Road, has been completely 
rebuilt and dedicated in memory 
of  Charlotte Jackson.

The road has been dedicated 
the Charlotte Jackson Memorial 
Road. Jackson was the council 
person for District 5 of  the Choc-

taw Nation from 1993 to 2011 
when she passed away, accord-
ing to a representative from the 
Choctaw Nation. 

“Charlotte made a request to 
have the road rebuilt in 2009 due 
to the reason it was narrow and 
had a narrow one lane bridge 
on which a school bus traveled,” 
the representative told the Stigler 
News-Sentinel.

The project was a total rebuild 
of  1.74 miles of  the gravel road 
and included widening of  the 
road bed, replacing all side drains 
and cross drains, widening rights 
of  way, replacing fences, con-
structing a new two-lane bridge, 
installing new traffic signage and 
installing new safety guard rail 
barriers.

Cost for the project was $3.2 

million. All funds for the project 
were provided by the Choctaw 
Nation.

Several members of  the Choc-
taw Nation have homes on the 
road.

Other agencies, businesses and 
individuals were involved in the 
project, according to the repre-
sentative. The Division of  Trans-
portation Eastern Oklahoma 

Region, Bureau of  Indian Affairs 
served as project management 
for the project. Walter P. Moore 
Civil/Transportation Engineer-
ing provided design of  the proj-
ect. Robinson Construction was 
the general contractor. Haskell 
County District 2 Commissioner 
Sandra Zachry also worked with 
the Choctaw Nation.

Stigler News-Sentinel 
Haskell County 
Angel Tree is up

By Michelle Kaufman
Staff reporter

The registration deadline 
of  Nov. 12 for the Stigler 
News-Sentinel Haskell Coun-
ty’s Angel Tree program, 
which will provide Christ-
mas gifts for area children, 
is approaching. Registration 
will be conducted Wednes-
day and Thursday, Nov 11 
and 12, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Stigler News-Sentinel of-
fice. The office is located 
at 204 S. Broadway. We ask 
that you please wear a mask 
or face covering when enter-
ing the office. 

The Angel Tree program 
is open to all children, ages 
16 and under, who reside in 
Haskell County or Quinton. 

Parents or guardians 
are asked to bring proof  
of  residence (utility bill, 
valid identification card, 
etc.) when registering their 
children. 

The Angels have been 
placed on the tree at 
Sharpe’s Department Store, 
107 S. Broadway in Stigler. 
They are ready for local 
shoppers to pick one or two. 

Stigler News-Sentinel Has-
kell County Angel Tree is 
not affiliated with Salva-
tion Army/Wal-Mart An-
gel Tree.

Staff photo by Summer Long
The Stigler News-Sentinel’s Haskell County Angel Tree is 
set up and angels are ready to be picked. The tree is at 
Sharpe’s Department Store. 
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For cookie lovers, the Tulsa 
World expanded its 12 days of cook-
ies to 25. Starting Dec. 1, the World is 
counting down every day until Christ-
mas with some of their favorite read-
er-submitted cookie recipes. 

The Sequoyah County Times 
encouraged its readers to make this 
winter a little warmer for a child or 
teen by pinning a pair of mittens, 
gloves, a hat or scarf on the Christmas 
Giving Tree in the newspaper office. 
All donations are given to the Catholic 
Charities Program in Sallisaw.

The Paper in Pryor is giving its 
readers an opportunity to win a share 
of $6,250 in its annual Christmas 
Giveaway promotion, which began 
Nov. 23 and continued through Dec. 
9. Residents could enter the contest 
by visiting any participating stores, 
making a purchase and registering. 
Winners were announced Dec. 14. 

The Bartlesville Examiner-En-
terprise is once again a proud spon-
sor of the 21st annual “Shop at Home 
for the Holidays” Green Country 
Christmas promotion.

Residents pick up a complimentary 
green ticket at businesses displaying 
the “Green Country Christmas” poster 
and may receive an additional ticket 
for each $10 in purchases. Each par-
ticipating store has donated prizes 
and gift certificates with a value of at 
least $50. Beginning Nov. 2, ten daily 
prize numbers from the tickets are 
drawn. The event concludes on Dec. 
22 with the drawing for major prizes 
ranging from $5,000 in cash to a cus-
tom coffee bar.

Chris-Giving is the name of the 
promotion the Weatherford Daily 
News is sponsoring in cooperation 
with the Weatherford Area Chamber 
of Commerce.  The event launched 
Nov. 11 giving shoppers an oppor-
tunity to register with participating 
sponsors to win surprise gift boxes 
delivered to their doorsteps. Merry 
Mondays began Nov. 16 when the first 
of 50 boxes filled with holiday cheer 
gifts worth about $200 each were 
delivered.  The Weatherford Daily 
News also features one of the spon-
sors in a front page story each week. 

The Midwest City Beacon is 
asking its readers to support its sixth 
annual holiday food drive. Newspaper 
staff members collect nonperishable 
food items to benefit the Mid-Del 
Food Pantry. Last year, the holiday 
food drive collected more than 400 
pounds of food that provided 319 
meals to families in eastern Oklahoma 
County. Also assisting in food drives 
for their communities are the Choc-
taw Times and Mustang Times.

It was a virtual event for the 17th 
annual Candy Cane Cash drawing, 
sponsored by the Enid News & 
Eagle and other local sponsors. More 
than 1,000 people tuned in online 
Dec. 8 for a chance at $15,000 in win-
nings. Shoppers collected tickets from 
Oct. 29 until noon Dec. 8 at partici-
pating businesses, receiving one ticket 
for every $10 spent. Jeff Funk, pub-
lisher of the News & Eagle, said they 
wanted to continue the 17-year tradi-
tion of this shop-at-home promotion, 
but wanted to do it safely. Instead of 
the previous must-be-present-to-win 
drawing, a virtual event was conduct-
ed live with the audience of shoppers 
at home. Winners called in instead of 
running through a crowd of people 
up to a stage.  The Enid News & Eagle 
featured all the winners in its Dec. 9 
issue. 

A tradition at nearly every news-
paper is the annual Letters to Santa 
Claus. Kids are invited to write letters, 
which are printed without editing in 
issues of the newspaper. From the 
youngest readers to the oldest, this 
time-honored tradition is a favorite.

While it’s easy to spot promotions 
in newspapers during the holiday sea-
son, it’s important to remember that 
community newspapers support local 
businesses throughout the year. 
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Editors note: Instead of 12
days of cookies this year, we
opted for 25. Starting Dec. 1,
we are counting down every
day until Christmas with
one of our favorite reader-
submitted cookie recipes.
It’s been so much fun going
back and remembering all
of our favorite cookies. Clip
them out every day, and
you will have a top-notch
holiday cookie collection.
The 2020 Cookie Countdown
is sponsored by the Made In
Oklahoma Coalition.

To kick off our count-
down right, we chose a
cookie that is the star of
any cookie plate, cof-
fee-glazed oatmeal cook-
ies.
Pati Casillas submit-

ted the recipe to the Tulsa
World in 2013, and we’ve
made them in our own
homes many, many times
since then.
Casillas found the recipe

in a Cajun cookbook about
25 years ago, when her son
was at college in Louisiana.
She called it her go-to rec-
ipe.
You can make the dough

ahead and refrigerate it to
bake later, or bake it all up

right away, Casillas said.
We are sure you will

love this recipe too. Don’t
substitute the Crisco, it
changes the consistency.

Coffee-glazed oatmeal cookies are true favorite

TULSA WORLD FILE

Pati Casillas found this recipe for coffee-glazed oatmeal
cookies in a Cajun cookbook.

Ialways like to have a little
mistletoe hanging in the
house this time of year, but

it looks like one ofmy trees
hasmistletoe growing in it.
Should I be concerned? JH
Mistletoe has been around

for a long time.We know this
because it was referenced in the
writings of Greek philosopher
Theophrastus (320 to 270 BC).
But it was Pliny the Elder (23-79
BC)who gave us some of the ear-
liest information on the beliefs
and customs some held toward
mistletoe.
Back in the day, apparently,

oaks were considered sacred. As
the leaves dropped during the
fall, themistletoe was revealed.
They believed thatmistletoe
contained the life of the oak tree
during the winter. Because of this
high concentration of life energy,
they believedmistletoe could
protect them from injury or
harm. So theywould remove the
mistletoe from the tree and bring
it home, hoping thesemystical
powers followed.
From theMiddle Ages until

modern history, people would
cutmistletoe from trees and
hang it in front of their homes,
hoping its magical/healing pow-
ers would protect them from
demons.
Kissing under themistletoe

started in 16th-century England
andwas a popular custom,which
should come as no surprise.
Because of this, you could find
mistletoe plants in themarket-
place, alongwith holly and other
seasonal greenery.
So lets fast forward a few hun-

dred years to whenOklahoma
Territory Rep. JohnWimberly
introduced a bill to the Territorial
Legislature in Guthrie that would
identifymistletoe as Oklahoma
Territory’s official floral emblem.
Several varieties were consid-

ered for this honor, butWimberly
argued that Oklahoma Territory
had experienced some tough
years. And during these hard
winters, no flowers were avail-
able to be placed on graves. The
only greenery to be found suit-
able for this purpose wasmistle-
toe,making it the clear choice. I
am guessing he argued that the
resilientmistletoe reflected the
tough and resilient character of
Oklahomans of the day. I don’t
know, but hemust have argued
effectively becausemistletoe
becomeOklahoma’s official floral
emblem.

But the plot thickens. Before
Oklahoma became a state, Bill
Murray (whowould later become
governor of Oklahoma andwas
known as Alfalfa Bill Murray)
lobbied the group to change the
state floral emblem to—wait for
it — alfalfa.
His biggest objection tomis-

tletoe as the state floral emblem
was that mistletoe is a parasite.
It’s not difficult to understand
his point. He preferred that
Oklahoma be known as the Al-
falfa State because alfalfa was
a prominent crop at the time.
However, his efforts failed and
the parasitic mistletoe remained

the state floral emblem.When
Oklahoma became a state, the
constitutional conventionmade
it official.
More recently, in 1986, Rep.

Kelly Haney from Seminole
crafted a bill that would select
the Indian Blanket as the offi-
cial wildflower of the state. His

bill passed, and the new state
wildflower was celebrated at
a ceremony attended bymore
than 20Native American tribes.
However, with some hesitancy,
it was also announced the lowly
mistletoe would remain Oklaho-
ma’s official floral emblem.
Since then, every few years

someone has proposedmaking
a change with no success, until
2004when Gov. Brad Henry
signed into law a bill making
the Oklahoma Rose the official
state flower. In spite of having
an official state flower and state
wildflower, the mistletoe con-
tinues to remain our official flo-
ral emblem.
So now that we have clari-

fied the history of mistletoe in
a rather history-geek manner,
let’s actually talk about the plant
itself.
The mistletoe plants we see

in the trees come in male and
female varieties. It is the fe-
male variety that produces the
white berries. These berries are
a favorite food of birds, such
as cedar waxwings, robins and
others. After the birds digest the
pulp of the berries, the seeds can
be found in their excrement. If
these droppings land on a tree
branch, a newmistletoe has
found a home.
This time of year, after the

leaves have dropped, we can
easily see mistletoe plants up in
the trees. Sometimes you will
see quite a fewmistletoe plants
on one tree. If you can imagine,
as the birds visit and eat the ber-
ries,more seeds are deposited
on the branches. Over time, the
quantity of plants can build up
on this tree more than the oth-
ers.
Being parasitic,mistletoe

draws its water andmineral
nutrients from the host tree.
Healthy trees can typically toler-
ate a mild infestation. However,
as the infestation increases, trees
can become stunted, or in the
worst-case scenario, killed.
Mistletoe can be removed by

pruning, but its removal in large
trees is problematic. There is a
product called Florel, which can
limit mistletoe’s growth, but it
is a temporary fix at best. For the
most part, we suggest a live and
let-live approach tomistletoe.
If you decide you want to

participate in the tradition of
hanging somemistletoe in your
doorway, be sure to wash your
hands with hot soapy water after
handling and keep it out of the
reach of children and pets as the
berries are poisonous.

You can get answers to all your
gardening questions by calling
the Tulsa Master Gardeners Help
Line at 918-746-3701, dropping by
our Diagnostic Center at 4116 E.
15th St., or by emailing us at mg@
tulsamastergardeners.org

HOLIDAY HISTORY
Surprising facts
about mistletoe

BARRY FUGATT, FOR THE TULSA WORLD

Mistletoe grows in a silver birch, tapping into the tree’s
limbs for water and minerals. The charming plant
people kiss under at Christmas is considered a parasite.

PETE SOUZA, WHITE HOUSE

President Barack Obama and Michelle Obama kiss
under the mistletoe in 2014.

ASKAMASTERGARDENER

Coffee-glazed
oatmeal cookies
� ½ cup butter
� ½ cup butter-flavored

Crisco
� 1 cup brown sugar
� 1 cup granulated sugar
� 2 eggs
� 1 teaspoon vanilla
� 1½ cups flour
� 1 teaspoon baking soda
� 1 teaspoon salt
� 3 cups old-fashioned oats

1. Cream the softened but-
ter and Crisco with the sugars.
Add eggs and blend.

2. Add vanilla, then the
dry ingredients. Add the un-
cooked oatmeal last. At this
point, you can chill dough or
bake.

3. Roll into balls, about 2
tablespoons per ball. Place
balls on an ungreased cookie
sheet. Bake at 375 degrees for
about 10 minutes. Cookies will
spread. Remove immediately
from sheet when done. Place
on waxed paper and glaze
with frosting.

Coffee glaze
� 3 tablespoons butter
� 1 cup powdered sugar
� 1 tablespoon strong liquid

coffee
� 1 teaspoon vanilla
� ¾ teaspoon cinnamon

1. Melt butter and then mix
in all ingredients.

2. Drizzle on cookies and
enjoy.

TOM INGRAM
Ask a Master
Gardener

TULSA WORLD FILE

Mistletoe grows on the branches of an elm tree. The parasitic plant remains green and bears white berries through the
wintermonths.

Cookie
Countdown

MORE NEWS AT:
TULSAWORLD.COM

thebostondeli.com

918.492.4745
6231 E. 61st St.

$1600

Real SouthernFriedChicken

SmashedRedSkinPotatoes

GrilledGreenBeans
w/BrownButter&Garlic

CreamGravy&CheesyBiscuit

Curbside&onlineordering

Chalkboard Special
Tuesday 5p

DiningRoom
Open!
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Anna Friesen and Lia Hillman
Hydro-Eakly High School

 Janet Pence, fourth-grade teacher at 
Hydro-Eakly Elementary, said she would 
describe the last several months of her life 
as being on a rollercoaster ride since she 
was diagnosed with breast cancer.
 “Once I knew what we were up against, 
and we had a treatment plan, I got off the 
roller coaster,” she said. “We all switched 
from waiting mode to fighting mode...and 
pink became my favorite color.”
 Pence said she has received great 
support from Jeremy Bussey, Hydro-
Eakly superintendent, Jeremy Tharp, 
Hydro-Eakly Elementary principal, and 

the Hydro-Eakly Board of Education, who 
have allowed her to continue teaching 
remotely.
 “Due to COVID-19, I have to take 
extra precautions, therefore, I cannot be 
at school,” Pence said. “I have a student 
teacher, and we work together to meet the 
students’ needs. My students are used to 
the routine and are doing a great job.”
 The community also has given its support 
to Pence.
 “I feel so blessed to be a part of our 
Hydro-Eakly Community,” Pence said.
 She has been given many cards, letters, 

Montgomery Malone
WDN City Editor

 The deadline for Medicare applications is 
scheduled for December 7, according to information 

provided by www.medicare.gov. 
 Anyone interested in Medicare has different plans 
which can be provided.
 The Part A premium Medicare package includes a 
fee of up to $471 each month in 2021. If Medicare 

taxes have been paid for 30-39 quarters the standard 
part A premium will be $259 in 2021.
 The Part A hospital deductible and coinsurance 

See what’s happening across
the State of Oklahoma

Read full story, Page 3B

50¢

Do you have information for the WDN Chatterbox? Monday evening’s sign up for our Caring and Sharing project has been postponed 
until November 23 at the Weatherford Area Chamber of Commerce Office. Happy Birthday to WDN Facebook friends Peggy Brawley 
Ashley, Tanelle Kay, Suni Balough, Bridget Brown Haugen, Meredith Neeland Perkins, Vikki Martin Peters, 
Lisa Johnson, Dee Cates, Bill Seibert and Karen Lindley.

ChatterboxInserts inside

•Please see Donation,
Page 3A

•Please see Deadline,
Page 3A

Local news

Police reports — 5A-6A Puzzles — 6B Classifieds — 3B-5B Menus — 4A Legals — 6A & 2B

Weatherford school board
discusses demolition bid

Read full story, Page 9A

Agriculture
Weatherford students
compete at events

Read full story, Page 10A

Oklahoma Coverange

Deadline for Medicare is Dec. 7

Hydro-Eakly FCA
donates more than $2,000
to teacher with breast cancer

Chris-Giving launches

Timothy Comstock/WDN
Weatherford Daily News Publisher Phillip Reid speaks with The Cup owner Tyler Hughes about Weatherford’s Chris-
Giving. The Cup is one of the sponsors for Chris-Giving.

Talli Robison
WDN Staff Writer

 The Weatherford Daily News, in 
cooperation with the Weatherford 
Area Chamber of Commerce, is 
excited to present Weatherford’s 
holiday promotion for 2020.
 Weatherford’s Chris-Giving will 
be a fun and surprising way to 
spread holiday cheer.
 The promotion launched 
November 11 and shoppers can 
begin to register with participating 
sponsors to win surprise gift boxes 
delivered to their doorsteps. Merry 
Mondays will launch November 16, 
and this is when the surprise boxes 
will be delivered to people’s front 
porch.
 Fifty boxes will be delivered to 

Provided
Robyn Antwine and Cathy McKellips presented a check and cash 
worth more $2,000 to Janet Pence. The money was donated by 
the Hydro-Eakly community through FCA to help Pence with 
expenses.

at The Cup

•Please see Chris-Giving,
Page 2A
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Todd ,Greg, & Kyle Kuykendall
M.A.R.E, B.S., BC-HIS

KUYKENDALL HEARING AID CENTER 
Celebrating 46 Years!

Cindy Roberts
M.S., CCC-A
Audiologist

Trade in Special
Trade in your 

current hearing aids 
and receive a discount 

towards new Technology
Exp. 12/31/20

Battery Special
Buy one pack of 

batteries and 
get one pack FREE

No limit -- Our gift to you
Exp. 12/31/20

0% Financing

Available on new 
hearing aid purchase

Exp.  12/31/20

Additional Oklahoma offices in Alva, Perry, Ponca City, Stillwater and Woodward
3201 N. Van Buren - Suite 200 • 234-6168 or 1-866-872-8244 • www.kuykendallhearing.com

2 Sections  16 Pages   $1.00              Enid, Oklahoma                  enidnews.com

Supreme Court rejects Republicans’ last-gasp 
effort to halt Joe Biden’s Pennsylvania win.

A8

SCOTUS rejection
Check the daily numbers 

on COVID-19.

In Thursday’s paper

Update

WEDNESDAY
December 9, 2020
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Today, sunny and warm. West wind 
at 3-7 mph. Tonight, mostly clear. 
Southwest wind around 5 mph. 

Got a news tip?
Call 233-6600 or (800) 299-6397
Email at enidnews@enidnews.com
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By Kelci McKendrick
Enid News & Eagle

 More than a thousand people tuned in online 
Tuesday evening for a chance at $15,000 in 
winnings during the 17th annual Candy Cane 
Cash drawing. 

Due to COVID-19, the drawing was con-
ducted virtually this year. The audience of 
shoppers watched from home on televisions, 
computer screens, laptops and cell phones 
and called in winning tickets. Winners then 
texted a photo of their ticket for confirma-
tion.

Shoppers collected tickets from Oct. 29 
until noon Tuesday at participating businesses, 
receiving one ticket for every $10 spent.

Despite a few technical issues in the begin-
ning, the virtual event streamed live on several 
outlets and concluded around 8:40 p.m.

Emily Hall, Miss Northern Oklahoma 
College Enid for the second consecutive year, 
drew the tickets, with two $500 winners, 
two $1,000 winners, one $2,000 winner, one 
$2,500 winner and one grand prize $7,500 
winner.

Anita Chance held the winning ticket and 
took home the grand prize of $7,500, receiv-
ing her ticket from Jumbo Foods. She said 
she plans to spend the winnings on bills and 
Christmas gifts for her family.

Chance, who has participated in the 
drawing for all 17 years, said she hasn’t 
worked since February and takes care of her 

90-year-old father, so the winning comes at 
just the right time.

“It’s unbelievable,” Chance said. “This is 
wonderful.”

Michelle Southwick, who took home the 
second-place prize of $2,500, also received 
her ticket at Jumbo Foods and has participated 
in the drawing several times but never won 
until now.

“It was very exciting,” Southwick said. 
“We do all of our shopping in Enid. It’s just 
such a neat program. I just never thought I’d 
win.”

With her winnings, she plans on upgrading 
her Christmas list — doing all of her shopping 

By Janelle Stecklein
CNHI Oklahoma

OKLAHOMA CITY — The 
year 2020 has been the worst in 
recent memory for the state’s 
oil and gas industry, the head of 
Petroleum Alliance of Oklahoma 
said Tuesday.

Brook Simmons, president of the oil and 
gas trade association, said there were current-
ly 13 active rigs, which is actually up from 
eight or nine earlier this year. However, that’s 
significantly down from the 148 operating in 
2018.

“It is absolutely awful,” Simmons said. 
“It’s awful for Oklahoma’s bedrock indus-
try and the underpinning of the bulk of state 
economic activity and the tens of thousands 
of jobs that have been lost in Oklahoma just 
this year.”

Simmons said the last time Oklahoma had 
eight or nine active rigs was a century ago.

He described 2020 as a historic bust even 
for an industry that is prone to cyclical highs 
and lows.

“It is the worst in recent memory, and 
you’ve had people live through the bust in the 
1980s,” Simmons said. “They cannot remem-
ber it being as bad as this.”

In an email, State Treasurer Randy 

McDaniel said gross produc-
tion tax collections are down 
more than 50% from last year. 
He said natural gas prices 
are down over 35% and oil 
prices are down 30% since 
November 2018.

The number of active rigs 
dropped 90% during the same time from a 
high of 148 to 13, he said.

The industry, meanwhile, has shed more 
than 20,000 jobs in the past two years.

“The pandemic continues to be a major 
challenge for both the health and finan-
cial well-being of Oklahomans,” he said. 
“However, we remain encouraged by the over-
all strength of the state’s economy during these 
difficult times.”

Russell Evans, professor of econom-
ics at Oklahoma City University, said while 
Oklahoma’s overall economy is becoming 
more diverse, the state’s economic success — 
particularly in Western Oklahoma — still is 
tied closely to the fortunes of the oil and gas 
industry.

The industry generates a lot of secondary 
activity like retail consumption and business 
in hotels and restaurants.

The unemployment data sources probably 
underestimate the extent of the jobs lost. These 
figures don’t capture the employment losses in 

closely tied secondary industries like wastewa-
ter disposal and construction, Evans said.

All the federal COVID-19 relief flowing 
into the state, meanwhile, serves as a medic-
inal narcotic, helping dull and mask the pain 

from the most recent bust, he said.
“Things could get better and still worse,” 

Evans said. “You could get improving oil and 

Bedrock industry hopes to rebound from ‘absolutely awful’ 2020

The glow of the sunset silhouettes a drilling rig north of Waukomis in this file photo. (Billy Hefton / Enid 
News & Eagle)

The price of crude would 
have to increase from 
about $45 a barrel to 
$70-$80 for the state to 
have robust activity again.

See OIL INDUSTRY, Page A3

By James Neal
Enid News & Eagle

Elaine Johns, executive director of 
Woodring Wall of Honor and Veterans 
Park, recently was honored by AARP for 
her volunteer work on behalf of veterans.

The 2020 Andrus Awards and Volunteer 
Celebration virtually honored Oklahomans 
age 50-plus for their dedicated volunteer 
work across the 
state. The Andrus 
Award is named 
in honor of AARP 
founder Dr. Ethel 
Percy Andrus and 
is the highest honor 
presented by AARP, 
according to an 
AARP press release.

Along with the 
Andrus Award, 
AARP is donat-
ing $3,000 to the 
Woodring Wall of Honor and Veterans 
Park in Johns’ name.

The AARP awards committee lauded 
Johns for her work to sustain the veterans 
park, which includes an 80% scale repli-
ca of the Vietnam Memorial Wall, eight 
living walls with names of thousands of 
Oklahoma veterans and the M.L. Becker 
Learning Center.

“For the past 20 years, Elaine Johns 
has been the driving force behind the 
Woodring Wall of Honor and Veterans 
Park in Enid,” according to the press 
release. “Mrs. Johns’ dedication to the 
Wall of Honor’s mission to ‘remember, 
honor, educate, and heal’ is inspirational.”

Johns also was recognized for coor-
dinating annual Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day services, and for being “a 
tireless ambassador for veterans’ needs 
and accomplishments.”

“Her dedication and determination 
established the Woodring Wall of Honor 
and Veterans Park as a place to learn and 
honor our veterans and celebrate those 

AARP honors
Enid woman
$3,000 prize to benefit 
Woodring Wall of Honor

See ELAINE JOHNS, Page A3

Johns said the 
$3,000 prize 
will be used to 
purchase com-
puters and soft-
ware that enable 
museum volun-
teers to catalog 
and inventory 
the museum’s 
collections.

Over 1,000 shoppers join virtual stream for 17th annual event

Frank Baker, April Danahy and Miss NOC Enid Emily Hall work during the virtually streamed Candy Cane Cash drawing Tuesday  at Enid High School. (Billy Hefton 
/ Enid News & Eagle)

Candy Cane Cash drawing

See CANDY CANE CASH, Page A6
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COURTESY PHOTO / MIKE’S MEATS
Mike’s Meats is teaming up with the Cordell Academic Foundation for a fund-raiser to help raise 
funds for the foundation’s program that helps buy items for teachers that aren’t in the normal bud-
get. Mike’s will provide a meat package for one winner.

FOUNDATION: Fund-raisers helps pay for supplies teachers need not in budget

WASHITA CO MINERAL OWNERS
WE ARE NOW PAYING TOP CASH 

MONEY FOR YOUR ACREAGE;
PRODUCING OR NON PRODUCING

CALL TEXOK
580.225.1818

ATTENTION

Guess Where?
How well do you know 

Washita County? 
Here’s a partial photo 

of something pretty 
recognizable. HINT: This 

photo was taken in a 
community in western 
Washita County. Guess 
what it is and where it 
was taken. Send your 

guess to us at 
editor@cordellbeacon.

com or call us at 
580-832-3333.

PHOTO BY 
THOMAS R. MARTINEZ

August, so they can promote it 
for several months. 

People can also make straight 
donations to the foundation, 
Gossen said. “People don’t 
realize that they can donate to 
our foundation on behalf of like 
a retired teacher. Things in that 
nature,” she said.

The foundation is always 
looking for members, too. 
Because the foundation is small, 
Gosse said an infusion of new 
members could breathe fresh 
life into it. 

 “Just someone with new 
ideas, to make it fresh and fun,” 
Gossen said.

For $25 yearly, the foundation 
is open to any individual, 
business or corporation or any 
other legal entity.

“It’s pretty simple,” Gossen 
said. “You just show up. We eat 
a noon at Atlas Title in Cordell, 
and we never miss a meal. 
We eat, and have dessert, and 
discuss business and we’re done 
by 1.”

Gossen got involved in the 
foundation at the advice of 
Khristy Russ. Gossen grew up 
in Cordell, went to school here, 
and her kids do, too.

Russ “came over and said, 
‘Hey we’re doing this thing, 
it’s a great thing for our kids. 
I know how much you love 
Cordell, and I think you should 
be a part of it.’ That was a 
while back, so I’ve just kind 
of been hanging out with them 
ever since, and now I’m the 
president,” Gossen said. “I 
wouldn’t change a thing.”

The foundation has about 
12 members, and averages 
about eight members at most 
meetings.

“I think the more the merrier 

because everyone is busy, so we 
can’t always catch everybody. 
We will find a place bigger if it 
came to that, “ she said.

With COVID-19 changing 
the landscape in many ways, 
the foundation shifted from its 
usual gift ideas like a motel 
room in Bricktown and tickets 
to a Thunder game and came 
up with different idea.

“We thought everyone would 
like a meat pack from Mike’s 
Meats, and that’s what we 
opted to do this year,” Gossen 
said.

“It’s a variety of meats that 
Mike has put together for us,” 
she said. “He’s been a huge 
supporter of the foundation 
by promoting those things 
on Facebook for us, making 
videos, kind of shouting out 
and getting the word out there.”

Mike Reimer is proud to 
team up with the foundation on 
this fundraiser, he said.

“I like what they do,” he said. 

“They have 
the ability 
to make 
our schools 
better and 
to offer our 
kids better 
stuff.”

Schools 
can’t 
provide 
everything 

teachers need, he said.
“I’m all about making a 

difference. This makes a big 
difference,” Reimer said. 
“My kids are using some of 
the stuff that the foundation 
provides. And they wouldn’t 
have that without the academic 
foundation. It’s a wonderful 
thing.”

A $10 donation this year gets 
you one ticket, or you can get 6 
tickets for $50. 

The winner will be drawn 
on Dec. 4 at halftime of the 
football game, if there is one. 

Otherwise, Gossen said the 
foundation will do a drawing 
on Facebook live or something 
similar.

The good news for teachers 
who are seeking that little 
bit extra to help them in the 
classroom is the foundation has 
rarely, if ever, turned down a 
request.

“We just make sure we have 
enough money and go from 
there,” Gossen said. “We tell 
them we have money, and we 
want to help.”

BY SUE HOKANSON 
Park Naturalist

Deer are very plentiful 
this year.  It seems like 
nearly every day you hear 
of someone hitting a deer.  
Gun season for deer starts 
this coming weekend.  
With more hunters in the 
field, deer will be on the 
move.  Please use extra 
caution when driving 
to and within Quartz 
Mountain State Park.

During the various 
hunting season some trails 
at Quartz Mountain are 
closed.  Hunting is not 
allowed on park property 
but trails that are very close 
to private property, where 
hunting occurs are closed.  
Not all trails are closed!  
With the Lodge complex 
closed for renovations, all 
the trails near the Lodge 
are closed.  In the Main 
Park, the New Horizon 
Trail, up the face of Quartz 
Mountain is open.  Also 
open in the Main Park, is 
2 mile one way (4 mile 
round trip) Heart Healthy 
trail.  This is the paved 
trail that stretched from 
the Park Office to the RR 
tracks by SH44.

Please remember:  do 
not feed the deer at Quartz 
Mountain- it is against 
Park rules.  There is plenty 
of natural food for our 
deer.  They do not need 
supplemental food.

News from 
Quartz 
Mountain: 
Deer hunting 
season 
underway

Continued from page A1

Reimer Christmas in the Park
The Cordell Chamber of 

Commerce will hold this 
year’s Christmas in the 
Park on Dec 3.

The event will feature 
great shopping, delicious 
food, a parade and Santa 
Claus.

The event starts at 
6 p.m. at Lee Park in 
Cordell.

For more information, 
contact the Cordell 
Chamber of Commerce.

You can check out the 
‘The Beverly Hillbillies’ 
at Hobart playhouse

The Shortgrass 
Playhouse in Hobart will 
present ‘The Beverly 
Hillbillies’ on Dec. 5-6 
and Dec. 12-13.

The Saturday shows 
will start at 7 p.m.; Sunday 
shows will start at 2 p.m. 

Tickets are $10 for 
adults and $8 for seniors. 

The Shortgrass 
Playhouse is at 103 E. 3rd 
Street in Hobart.

OAI free online workshops
The Oklahoma Fall 

Arts Institute at Quartz 
Mountain workshops have 
moved online this year 
because of COVID-19 

The online Institute, 
OFAI at Home, is now in 
full swing, with workshop 
offerings throughout 
November and December. 
Teachers, counselors and 
school administrators can 
choose from topics such 
as arts integration and 
social emotional learning 
or can seek to further their 
skills as artists workshops. 

For workshop and 
registration information, 
visit https://oaiquartz.org/
workshops.

IN BRIEF

the 39 in Canute, 26 

have recovered and 
17 have recovered in 
Sentinel.

Other communities in 
Washita County reporting 

COVID
Continued from page A1

positive cases and the 
number recovered 
include: Dill City 13 and 
11; Rocky 16 and 11.

Statewide as of 
Monday, 156,857 have 
tested positive, there 
have been 1,538 deaths 
and 126,162 who have 

recovered. Active cases 
stand at 29,157, the 
OSDH said.

Last week there were 
138,455 testing positive, 
there had been 1,444 
deaths and 116,882 had 
recovered. There were 
20,129 active cases a 

week ago.
This week on Monday, 

the OSDH reported 
more than 2,729 new 
positive cases confirmed 
and 10 additional deaths.

The OSDH reports 
1,653,500 have tested 
negative.

TICKETS
Tickets can be purchased 

from any foundation 
member, at Mike’s Meats 
store and Atlas Title. For 
more information, go to 
https://www.facebook.com/
cordellacademicfoundation

The McAlester 
News-Capital is running 
spotlights on local business-
es with a spot on the front 
page to help spread the 
word or reintroduce people 
to them – all for free to the 
businesses. This feature is 
similar to the newspaper’s 
“5 Things to Know” and 
appears in the same spot 
on the front page once per 
week in a feature called 
“Community business.” The 
five questions asked each 
week are: 1) What’s your 
business name? 2) What do 
you offer? 3) Where can we 
find you? 4) Who are the 
owners? and 5) Why did 

you choose our community 
for your business?. There 
is a limit of 100 words for 
each answer so the infor-
mation will fit on the front 
page. A picture can also be 
submitted to help readers 
associate faces and names. 
“We hope this helps our 
friends, neighbors and fam-

ilies operating and working 
at businesses in our com-
munity,” the News-Capi-
tal editorial board wrote. 
“Our employees go to the 
same churches, stores and 
schools as you do, so we 
want to ensure that our 
community thrives. We’re 
all in this together.”

McAlester News-Capital 11/24/2020

December 7, 2020 3:32 pm

McAlester News-Capital puts spotlight on local businesses

Column in Country Connection News promotes reading
The Country Connection 

News, which covers North-
ern Caddo County, is having 
great success in promoting 
reading and writing with a 
new weekly column, Okie 
Library. The column fea-
tures Oklahoma authors 
from all over the state, with 
their biographies and book 
blurbs. Most of the authors 
are members of the Oklaho-
ma Writers Federation Inc., 

where Connection Publisher 
Joyce Carney is a member 
and a delegate from the 
“Invite to Write” affiliate. 
The Okie Library column 
has featured genres from 
Science Fiction to Romance 
to Poetry and has gained 
readers who now subscribe 
to the newspaper in order to 
choose new books, and thus 
have discovered newspa-
pers offer information they 

have been missing along 
the way. In addition to the 
Okie Writer’s column, The 
Connection is also proud 
to publish stories from 
the journalism classes at 
Lookeba-Sickles School and 
Hydro-Eakly School. The 
Country Connection News  
was started by Joyce Car-
ney.  It began its 40th year 
of publication this 
September.

Cordell Beacon engages readers with ‘Guess Where?’ and face mask contests
The Cordell Beacon is 

asking readers to “Guess 
Where?” in a contest that 
shows part of a photo. 

Thomas Martinez, editor 
of The Beacon, said readers 
are asked how well they 
know Washita County by 
asking them to identify a 
partial photo. There’s even 
a hint to help identify the 
photo. Martinez said the 
previous week’s winner is 
usually announced with the 
next week’s photo. “There’s 

almost always more than 
one guess, so we pick one of 
the correct guesses at ran-
dom and enter them in our 
drawing for the monthly 
prize,” Martinez said. This 
month the prize is a sub-
scription to the newspaper. 
Other months will be gift 
cards to local businesses.

MASK CONTEST
With masks mandatory 

in Cordell, The Beacon is  
asking readers to send in 

a photo of their most col-
orful or creative face mask 
for a chance to win a prize 
sponsored by West Okie 
Boutique. 

The best photos will be 

published in January and 
the winner will receive a 
$25 gift card from West 
Okie Boutique.

The Sand Springs Lead-
er is recognizing some of 
the biggest moments over 
the past 11 months in its 
special four-part end-of-
year series. The Dec. 9 
issue took a look back at 
the past year and a look 
ahead at what is to come. 
That issue also revealed the 
Sand Springs person of the 
year. The Dec. 16 issue will 
feature the top local stories 
from the past year while the 
Dec. 23 issue highlights the 
top photos of the year. The 
series concludes on Dec. 30 
with Sand Springs people to 
watch going into 2021.

Sand Springs Leader 12/09/2020
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Back on the mat
Sandites set to begin
wrestling season PAGE A10

Updated numbers
See latest COVID-19 data PAGE A5Helping

pets
Local shelter benefits from $20K grant PAGE A3

SHAWN HEIN
Staff Writer

TheCOVID-19pandemichas,at
least temporarily, claimedanother
Sand Springs tradition, this one
dating back five decades.
Hosted by the Sand Springs Ro-

tary Club, the 50th annual Erwin
D. Phillips Bean Lunch has been
postponed for precautionary rea-
sons due to the virus. The benefit
had been utilized as a fundraiser
for SandSpringsCommunitySer-
vices.
While the Rotary Club will

still try to solicit contributions
from within the organization, the

SHAWN HEIN
Staff Writer

Janell Wright admittedly
would prefer to go about her
workwithout away the spotlight.
Her colleague Lindsey Sink-
beil has similar feelings when it
comes to garnering professional
recognition.

Both Sand Springs Public
Schools nurses were unexpect-
edly thrust onto the front lines
when it came to battling the
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020.
Wright and Sinkbeil were in-
strumental inhelping thedistrict
formulate its gameplanonce the
virushit inMarchandhave con-
tinued to serve a crucial impact
in developing and executing
safety protocols for the 5,500-
plus district students and staff.

Humble heroes
SHAWN HEIN, SAND SPRINGS LEADER

Sand Springs Public Schools nurses Janell Wright (left) and Lindsey Sinkbeil have been named the Leader’s 2020 Person of the Year. Wright and
Sinkbeil have been instrumental in their efforts in helping the school district in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Rotary Club
50th annual
bean lunch
postponed

SSPS nurses Wright,
Sinkbeil play crucial
role during pandemic

“The number of hours these two put in
each and every day is a testament to their
commitment to the health and safety of our
students and staff.Watching them stand at
the helm as leaders through the pandemic has
been phenomenal as they put their heart and
soul into theirwork. They do thiswithout
complaint every single day. I amgrateful for
their steady and constant expertise.”

Sherry Durkee, Sand Springs Public Schools Superintendent

2020 SANDSPRINGS LEADERPERSONSOFTHEYEAR
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Rogers State University

He put on his plastic badge and
aviator sunglasses. “I want to be
just likeOfficerKellsie,”five-year-
old Bryson Duckett said.
For Halloween, Bryson chose

to be Sand Springs Police Officer
Kellsie Davis.He thinks she looks
pretty anddoes a great jobof pro-
tecting the community.
“I think he sees kindness and

compassion and thinks that
it’s cool to take bad guys off the
streets. It’s endearing, and I’m
honored to be his friend,” said
Davis.

Bryson andhismother sawDa-
vis on patrol one day. The little
boy watched Davis from his win-
dow as she worked a case across
the street.Whenher jobwasdone,
Davis said hello. Throughout the
year,Brysonandhismotherwould
see cop cars around town eager to
see if itwashis good friend,officer
Davis.
Davis graduated from Rogers

State University with a bache-
lor’s in justice administration and
a minor in the collegiate officer
program. She has been employed
with the Sand Springs Police De-
partment as a full-timepatrol of-
ficer since Sept. 2017.

“I grew up as the kid who
wanted to be able to help oth-
ers who grew up in some similar
conditions that I did; theyweren’t
alwayspleasant. Iwanted tomake
an impact on at least one other
person a day and eventually, I
couldmakean impactonanentire
community,”Davis said.
InBryson’s eyes,Davis is ahero,

and heroes are just ordinary peo-
ple influencing others.
“A hero is someone who does

the right thing to help others no
matterwhat consequences result.
Anyone can be a hero because

Origins of theRotary
Bean Lunch
Michael Phillips tells the story of
how his father, the late Edwin R.
Phillips, first orchestrated the Ro-
tary Bean Lunch.

The elder Phillips, a Sandite Hall
of Fame inductee and 27-year city
attorney, was a Rotary member
when the organization held annual
Christmas dinner at the former
country club, currently occupied by
the Blackjack Ridge Golf Club. The
younger Phillips said steak was a
popular entrée for these holiday
events, which sparked an idea with
his dad. Phillips was also a member
of the Sand Springs Welfare Associ-
ation, later renamed Sand Springs
Community Services.

“My father suggested there were
people that could not have steak
dinners once a year, much less the
frequency of Rotarians,” Phillips
said. “So instead, he thought we
should eat beans and cornbread
and pay what we would have for our
steak dinners and contribute that
difference to the welfare associa-
tion.”

Sand Springs police officer is a little boy’s hero

COURTESY PHOTO

Sand Springs Police Officer Kellsie Davis poses with 5-year old Bryson
Duckett.

Please see BEAN LUNCH, Page A2

Please see HEROES, Page A2

Please see OFFICER, Page A2
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BY JOHN FOUST

One of the basics of sell-
ing is to get the right kind 
of information from pros-
pects. There is a big focus 
on asking about prospects’ 
goals, target audiences, 
marketing budgets and 
previous campaign results. 
That’s how we put our-
selves in position to create 
effective ad campaigns. 

 Monica, a long-time 
sales manager for a pub-
lishing company, told me 
about a different kind of 
question. “Years ago, I 
heard about a technique 
to turn the process around 
and ask questions to our-
selves,” she said. “The 
objective is to create more 
interest in what you are 
selling. It all starts with the 
words, ‘If I were in your 
position, I would want to 
know…’

 “For example,” she 
explained, “let’s say you’re 
meeting with someone 
who doesn’t talk much or 
someone who seems to be 
running down rabbit trails 
during your presentation. 
Simply say something like, 
‘If I were in your position 
I would want to know how 
The Gazette’s coverage 
compares to other media 
outlets in this market.’ 
Then transfer ownership 
of the question from you 

to them, by asking if that 
is something they would 
like to know. That opens 
the door for you to answer 
the question and cover an 
important sales point. It’s 
a way to keep everyone on 
the same path.” 

Let’s take a closer look at 
this technique that works 
so well for Monica: 

1. 	Prepare a list of 
questions in advance. 
“As you do research on 
your prospect, some 
questions will become 
obvious,” Monica said. 
“Experienced advertisers 
will want more detailed 
information, while new 
business owners will be 
most interested in fun-
damentals.” 

2.	Make sure the ques-
tions are specific. 
She advises to stay away 
from vague topics like 
“Why is The Gazette the 
right choice?” or “Can 
The Gazette stay within 
my budget?” 

	 “I’ve learned that it’s 
better to concentrate 
on specific areas, like 
audience numbers, pro-
cedures, and print and 
online options.”

3. 	Avoid questions 
that are blatantly 
self-promotional. 

“It’s not smart to ask, 
‘Why is advertising in 
The Gazette better than 
running TV commer-
cials?’ to someone who 
is advertising heavily on 
TV. In addition to killing 
your credibility, it might 
end the conversation.” 

4. 	Don’t overdo it. 
“Moderation is a key,” 
Monica said. “Resist the 
temptation to start every 
other sentence with ‘If 
I were you.’ In fact, you 
may not need to use 
this kind of question at 
all. Use your common 
sense.” 

5. 	But you can put 
questions in strate-
gic groups. “This is a 
good way to establish a 
road map for your sales 
points. For instance, 
you can say, ‘If I were 

in your position, I 
would want to know 
three things about any 
media choice: First, do 
they reach my target 
audience? Second, what 
kind of track record do 
they have in my indus-
try? And third, can they 
produce the ads them-
selves?’ Then you can 
add, ‘Would you want to 
add anything to this list, 
or is this a good place to 
start?’” 

 Monica’s approach 
makes a lot of sense. 
There’s no question about 
it. 
© 2020 by John Foust. All rights reserved.
John Foust has conducted training  
programs for thousands of newspaper 
advertising professionals. Many ad 
departments are using his training videos 
to save time and get quick results from 
in-house training. E-mail for information: 
john@johnfoust.com.

A different kind of question creates more interest
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Enter and Win a 
$100 Check 

from Oklahoma 
Natural Gas!

The October 2020 
Oklahoma Natural Gas 

Column and Editorial Contest
was judged by a member of the 

Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame.

1. Each month, send a tearsheet 
or photocopy of your best 
column and/or editorial to 
Oklahoma Natural Gas 
Contest, c/o OPA, 3601 N. 
Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, 
OK 73105-5499. Entries also 
may be emailed (full-page 
tearsheet) to news@okpress.
com.

2. Include the author’s name, 
name of publication, date 
of publication and category 
entered (column or editorial).

3. Only ONE editorial and/or 
ONE column per writer per 
month will be accepted.

4. All entries for the previous 
month must be at the OPA 
office by the 15th of the 
current month.

5. Winning entries will be 
reproduced on the OPA 
website at www.OkPress.com.

Entries must 
have been previously 

published in print. 

Contest open to 
all OPA member 

newspapers.

Although Oklahoma Natural Gas 
Company selects representative 
contest winners’ work for use 
in this monthly ad, the views 
expressed in winning columns and 
editorials are those of the writers 
and don’t necessarily reflect the 
Company’s opinions.

OKLAHOMA NATURAL GAS CONTEST WINNERS

Every year for the past decade or so I’ve grown a beard 
or moustache during the month of November.
I do it to support the Movember movement, which brings 
awareness to men’s health – specifically testicular and 
prostate cancer and suicide prevention. 
That last one, suicide, hits close to home for me. 
August marked the 18th anniversary of my brother’s 
death, a suicide. 
Circumstances in Chris’ life had backed him into a 
corner, and I guess he didn’t see a way out. 
So, he chose suicide, sending surviving family members 
searching for answers to questions that will never have 
any. 
According to the Movember website, about one in four 
adults in the U.S. will experience a mental health prob-
lem in a given year. Three out of four suicides are men. 
I once thought suicide is a selfish act. My view of that 
has changed over the years as I became more educat-
ed on the subject. 
Now, I view suicide as a desperate act. I can’t imagine 
being in a position to choose between living and dying. 
As for my brother? Chris saw an easy way out – maybe 
for him – but left his family battling emotions we weren’t 
equipped to handle. 
Anger. Guilt. Abandonment. Embarrassment. Denial. 
Numbness. 
For me, guilt may have been the worst. Chris and I 
grew up only a couple of years apart. 
As an older brother, he was my protector, confidant, 
teacher and a measuring stick to whom I wanted to be. 
He helped me navigate my parents’ divorce and other 
childhood predicaments. Mostly, he was my friend. 
His suicide left me frazzled, defeated, questioning. 
Where was I? Did I miss something? Were there 
signals? Did I not ask the right questions in our 
conversations? 
Years later, I realize those answers will never come. 
But his choice robbed my family of our brother, son, 
cousin, nephew, grandson, a passionate, beautiful, awe-
some and fun-loving guy. 
Every year around the anniversary of his death I find 
myself in a sullen mood. I try to think about his suicide 
in the scope of a bigger picture. 
Here are some sobering Oklahoma statistics. 

Suicide is the ninth leading cause of death in Oklahoma, 
according to the latest numbers by the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention. Suicide is the 
second leading cause of death for people ages 10-34. 
That’s right. Kids as young as 10 are committing 
suicide. Sadly, multiple times a year, you hear about 
students who commit suicide because they were bullied, 
or for some other asinine reason. 
Suicide knows no age limits. 
In Washita County, during 2013-2016, there were 
between 7.5 to 16.3 suicides per 100,000 population. 
In that same time range, the state averaged 21.7 per 
100,000. 
On average, one person dies by suicide every 11 hours 
in Oklahoma, according to the AFSP. 
More than four times as many people died by suicide in 
our state in 2017 than in alcohol-related motor vehicle 
accidents. 
Mental health matters. And men’s mental health is really 
important. In 2018, men died by suicide 3.56 times more 
than women. 
But suicide, like all fatal and nonfatal injuries, is 
preventable. If you or someone you know is having 
suicidal thoughts, I urge you to seek help. 
The Movember website asks “What can we do?” 
The answers: Talk. Ask. Listen. Encourage action. 
Check in. 
There is also the QPR method. A couple of years ago, 
I went to a training that featured QPR – Question, 
Persuade and Refer – a three-step method that anyone 
can learn to help save a life from suicide. 
People trained in QPR learn how to recognize the 
warning signs of a suicide crisis – how to question, 
persuade, and refer someone to help. 
Would things have gone differently on that hot August 
day years ago if I had some training like this? Maybe, 
maybe not. 
For November, let’s put down the razor, men, and help 
bring awareness. I’m choosing this year to grow a 
moustache – the “mo” in Movember. We can use this 
month as a chance to focus on men’s health and help 
figure out solutions to the suicide problem. 
I choose to think there’s always a solution. There was 
for my brother. He just didn’t take it. 
Rest in peace, brother. I’ll see you on the other side.

OCTOBER COLUMN WINNER
THOMAS R. MARTINEZ, The Cordell Beacon
It’s Movember: Let’s bring awareness to men’s health, suicide

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE OCTOBER WINNERS

Column: THOMAS R. MARTINEZ, The Cordell Beacon

Editorial: KIM POINDEXTER, Tahlequah Daily Press


