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Read OPA President Mike 
Strain’s column to learn 
how approaches of Local 
Legal Initiative and Legal 
Services Plan are both 
valuable to OPA members. 10

Wilma Newby’s list of 
what  your newspaper 
needs to surive multiple 
days without electricity. 11

OPA Board of Directors 
met in Oklahoma City 
on Oct. 15.  12

Sequoyah County 
Times Publisher Jeff 
Mayo priovides 
commentary about 
local photos in 
haiku format.

Reporters Committ ee launches Local Legal Initiative 
in Oklahoma, names KatieBeth Gardner as att orney

The Reporters Com-
mittee for Freedom of 
the Press announced the 
launch of the Oklahoma 
Local Legal Initiative, an 
ambitious program that 
expands legal support for 
local news and is already 
underway in Tennessee, 
Pennsylvania, Oregon and 
Colorado.

KatieBeth Gardner has 
joined the Reporters Com-
mittee as a Local Legal 
Initiative attorney based in 
Oklahoma, where she will 
provide pro bono legal sup-
port to local journalists and 
news organizations pursu-
ing enterprise and investi-
gative reporting in commu-
nities across the state.

“We’re glad to welcome 
KatieBeth to the Reporters 
Committee as we continue 
to grow our capacity to 
help local journalists and 
news organizations defend 
their newsgathering rights, 
access public records and 
court proceedings, and hold 
state and tribal government 
officials accountable,” said 
Bruce Brown, executive 

director of the Reporters 
Committee for Freedom of 
the Press. 

“Her experience work-
ing in both the nonprofit 
sector and as an attorney 
advocating for transparency 
will bolster our ability to 
serve reporters in Oklaho-
ma through the Local Legal 
Initiative.”

 The Reporters Commit-
tee received submissions 
from more than 30 states, 
regions and territories 
for the Local Legal Initia-
tive, which was launched 
in 2019 with a generous 
investment from the John 
S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation. 

Gardner joins Local 
Legal Initiative attor-
neys Paul McAdoo in 

Tennessee, Paula Knudsen 
Burke in Pennsylvania, 
Ellen Osoinach in Oregon 
and Rachael Johnson in 
Colorado. 

In just the first year, 
the Reporters Commit-
tee’s Local Legal Initiative 
attorneys have successfully 
fought to ensure govern-
ment officials uphold state 
open meetings laws as 
they conduct business 
remotely during the pan-
demic, safeguard reporters’ 
First Amendment rights 
to cover protests without 
being assaulted or arrested 
by law enforcement, defend 
journalists against a lawsuit 
seeking thousands of dol-
lars from them for request-
ing public records, and pro-
tect journalists’ reporting 
at polling places during the 
election.

“News organizations 
and journalists across 
Oklahoma, including jour-
nalists who are a part of 
and covering the dozens of 
federally recognized tribes 
in the state, have a clear 
need for legal assistance,” 
said Katie Townsend, legal 
director for the Reporters 
Committee for Freedom of 
the Press. 

“KatieBeth and the 
Reporters Committee will 
now be able to better sup-
port these journalists and 
help ensure they can access 
public information, attend 
government proceedings, 
and challenge legal threats 
that hinder their ability to 
keep their communities 
informed.”

Gardner joins the 
Reporters Committee from 
Still She Rises, the first 
holistic defense office in 
the United States dedicated 
exclusively to the represen-
tation of mothers in both 
the criminal and civil legal 
systems. 

In that role, she used the 
Oklahoma Open Records 
Act to promote transpar-
ency and hold government 
actors accountable. 

Gardner also brings 
experience working in 
various roles across the 
nonprofit sector, including 
launching a nonprofit orga-
nization to help connect 
Oklahoma’s undocumented 
student population with 
opportunities for success.

For more information on 
the Local Legal Initiative, 
go to rcfp.org/local.

KatieBeth Gardner



2

No
ve

m
be

r  
20

20
 | 

Th
e 

Ok
lah

om
a 

Pu
bli

sh
er

Sometimes, a public body won’t provide open records we seek. 
Sometimes, a public agency attempts to restrict reporters’ 

rights. 
And sometimes, those situations can take us to a frustrating 

crossroads: Give up the fight or get an attorney.
If reading the words “get an attorney” made you cringe, know that typing them made 

me cringe, too. That can become an expensive proposition, and it’s especially tough as 
our industry navigates through financial challenges that have been exacerbated by the 
pandemic. 

That’s why I’m excited about November’s big news. The Local Legal Initiative has 
launched what is planned to be a two-year effort in Oklahoma. You may have heard 
about this previously, but to catch you up quickly, the initiative will support investi-
gative and enterprise journalism in Oklahoma by providing free legal services when it 
becomes apparent it is time to “get an attorney.”  The initiative can’t take on every case 
but will select cases that will have an impact, protect the First Amendment and support 
journalists’ rights. 

In the month of Thanksgiving, I’m thankful to two organizations: The Reporters 
Committee for Freedom of the Press and the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation.

The Reporters Committee is overseeing the Local Legal Initiative and has hired an 
Oklahoma-based attorney, KatieBeth Gardner. The Local Legal Initiative services are 
free thanks to the Knight Foundation, which has provided a $10 million grant to help 
fund the work in Oklahoma and four other states. 

I also am thankful to the OPA’s Mark Thomas, who co-wrote the grant proposal and 
worked with fellow news organizations to help Oklahoma become only the fifth state 
in the Local Legal Initiative, joining Colorado, Oregon, Pennsylvania, and Tennessee. 
The competition to get the initiative was tough. Oklahoma’s proposal, which includes a 
diverse group of media organizations, was chosen from 45 submissions from across the 
country, according to the Reporters Committee. 

Gardner joins the Reporters Committee staff from Still She Rises, a Tulsa-based non-
profit that represents indigent mothers in the legal system. (Quick aside: Still She Rises 
has a terrific mission and if you want to know more, check out stillsherises.org).

The Reporters Committee will identify Oklahoma’s legal needs and opportunities by 
working with partner organizations in the state. To find more details about the initia-
tive, there’s an FAQ on its website at rcfp.org/local.

For OPA members, this should be a good complement to the Legal Services Plan, 
which has long been valuable. (After all, you never know when you’re going to need an 
attorney … until you need one.) There’s a key difference in the approaches between the 
Local Legal Initiative and the Legal Services Plan. 

The Legal Services Plan offers two benefits: Plan A provides access to legal advice. 
Plan B provides access to an attorney to defend claims against the newspaper in court. 
Both of those are focused on defense. The Local Legal Initiative is focused on offense. 
For example, in a recent situation, the Reporters Committee challenged Pennsylvania 
officials when they reportedly were considering blocking press access to buildings where 
voting would take place.

The Local Legal Initiative aims to help media organizations, which is great for us but 
even better for our state. Because if legal help provides more government transparen-
cy – whether through open records, open meetings or by addressing other issues – that 
benefits Oklahomans.

From the President
By Mike Strain, Tulsa World
OPA President 2020-2021

Oklahoman 
publisher  
announces 
plans to retire

Kelly Dyer Fry, publish-
er of The Oklahoman, has 
announced plans to retire 
at the end of the year.

Fry has been with The 
Oklahoman for 26 years 
and has served in a variety 
of roles. She also serves as 
a regional editor for Gan-
nett, which owns The Okla-
homan.

“I have enjoyed every 
minute of my career,” 
Fry said. “I will continue 
to support local journal-
ism and the freedoms we 
all enjoy with the First 
Amendment. It is vital to 
our city to have strong pro-
fessional journalists.

“The Oklahoman has 
great leadership and will 
continue to thrive well into 
the future,” she said.

Fry began her career at 
The Oklahoman in 1994 as 
features editor. She moved 
to the digital side of the 
business in 1996 and led 
the team that launched 
NewsOK. She later merged 
the digital operation with 
the newsroom and was 
named editor in 2012. Fry 
was named editor and pub-
lisher in 2018.

She has been active in 
the community, serving on 
numerous boards.

“I am looking forward 
to serving my community 
now that I have more time,” 
she said. “I’m also looking 
forward to spending more 
time with family. My career 
has always been hectic – 
it’s time to slow down a bit 
and enjoy life.”

Fry is married to Chris 
Fry and together they have 
four adult children.
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You’ve Got Questions!
• Can I photograph minors without consent?

• Can police deny access to records by issuing a press release?

• Should I alter my archives when a person demands it?

• Can I report inaccurate testimony given in open court?

• What are the laws about liquor advertising?
These are questions answered by the attorneys for the OPA Legal Services Plan 
members in recent months. Newspapers always need timely legal advice on issues
related to newspaper publishing.

You should join OPA’S LEGAL SERVICES PLAN!
See www.OkPress.com/LSP or contact Mark Thomas 

at (405) 499-0033 or toll-free in Oklahoma 1-888-815-2672 today!

You’ve Got Questions!
• Can police deny access to records by issuing a press release?

members in recent months. Newspapers always need timely legal advice on issues

You should join OPA’S LEGAL SERVICES PLAN!
See www.OkPress.com/LSP or contact Mark Thomas 

at (405) 499-0033 or toll-free in Oklahoma 1-888-815-2672 today!

Open Meeting exemptions expire Nov. 15
Attorney General Mike 

Hunter, in coordina-
tion with the Oklahoma 
Press Association (OPA), 
announced that the relaxed 
rules for open meetings 
created through Senate Bill 
661 expired on Nov. 15.

Any permanent changes 
to the Open Meeting Act or 
the Open Records Act must 
be changed in statute and 
cannot be modified through 
an executive order by the 
governor.

Attorney General Hunt-
er said beginning Nov. 15, 
boards and commissions 
need to begin meeting as 
they did before the Corona-
virus pandemic.

“When this legislation 
was authored, no one could 
have predicted how long 

the pandemic would last,” 
Attorney General Hunter 
said. “More is now known 
about how we can safely 
meet and conduct business 
in accordance with proper 
social distancing and other 
safety protocols. How ever 
boards and commissions 
decide to meet, they need 
to do it under the Open 
Meeting Act pre-SB 661 
beginning Sunday [Nov. 
15].”

The amendments to the 
Open Meeting Act through 
SB 661 allowed public bod-
ies to meet virtually and 
transact public business 
while limiting or avoiding 
social contact and commu-
nity spread consistent with 
governmental directions on 
how to mitigate the effects 

of the Coronavirus pan-
demic.

“We have seen inno-
vative and creative ways 
for entities to conduct 
business recently, and we 
encourage public bodies to 
follow their lead,” said OPA 
Executive Vice President 
Mark Thomas. “We also 
encourage them to continue 
offering virtual attendance 
and livestreaming functions 
to increase transparency, 
especially when limiting the 
number of those in atten-
dance. If members are still 
concerned or cannot find 
a way to meet safely, and 
their matters can be post-
poned to a future date, they 
are still welcome to cancel 
the meeting and reschedule 
it for a future date.”

The Northwest Oklaho-
man newspaper was recent-
ly sold to Needful Things, 
Inc.

Previous owners Tim 
Schnoebelen, Jeff Schnoe-
belen and Mark Carson 
announced the sale in 
November.

The new owners, W.C. 
Wagnon, Jr. and Patricia 

Jacoby, said they plan to 
cover all of Ellis County.

Wagnon, who has been 
publishing the Statesman 
since Aug. 15, 2018, merged 
that paper into the North-
west Oklahoman. The 
newspaper office will be 
moved to Arnett.

“We have enjoyed work-
ing with the Shattuck com-

munity for the past 30-plus 
years,” said Tim Schnoe-
belen. 

“We sincerely appreciate 
our editor, Cindy Bentley, 
who has so ably taken care 
of the newspaper for the 
past 18 years,” Schnoebelen 
said. 

Northwest Oklahoman under new ownership
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WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR SALE 
H H IN CIRCUS CITY, USA H H  

Serves all of Choctaw County and portions of McCurtain and 
Pushmataha.  Legal Publication of the County.  5,000 square-foot 
building included in sales price.  $125,000.00.  

Call 580-326-3926 for more information.

THOMAS R. MARTINEZ

Thomas R. Martinez has 
been named editor and gen-
eral manager of The Cordell 
Beacon.

Martinez will also be 
editor of the Watonga 
Republican and The Hinton 
Record. 

“I am excited to have 
Thomas leading The Bea-
con,” said Brett Wesner, 
president of Wesner Pub-
lications, which owns the 
three newspapers. “He 
brings a rich history of 
community journalism 
experience and a deep 
understanding of the role 
community newspapers 
should play.”

Martinez was previously 
assistant managing editor 
in charge of digital and 
production at the Victoria 
Advocate in Texas.

He brings 25-plus years 
of experience across all 
platforms and within differ-
ing capacities in the news-
rooms.

“I look forward to learn-
ing about the good people 

of Cordell and Washita 
County and telling their 
stories,” Martinez said. “As 
editor, I want to provide 
balanced and thorough 
news coverage of the Cord-
ell community.”

He also looks forward 
to enhancing the Beacon’s 
online efforts. 

Martinez is an Army 
veteran who fought in the 
Gulf War, an avid sports 
fan, enjoys motorcycles 
and likes home and garden 
projects.

The Cordell Beacon names 
new editor, general manager

Jerry Whited, longtime 
writer for the Owasso 
Reporter, has retired.

Whited spent 37 years 
with the Owasso Reporter, 
27 full-time and 10 more 
writing a column. Prior to 
that he worked 10 years 
in Yukon and before that 
worked in Missouri.

“I guess I’ve put in 

enough time and written 
enough words to fill several 
books, and it’s time to wrap 
it up,” he wrote in his final 
column. 

“It’s been my pleasure to 
offer my insights and have 
kind folk to actually read 
them, and even clip a few to 
send to others.”

Owasso Reporter columnist retires
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Make Sales Soar Like Magic
Improve your close ratios to 70% or more with the New MiAD

Wizard!

Go to miadwizard.com and see the magic for yourself!

It's a fact that spec ads help close more sales— and yet spec ads are
used less than 20% of the time. Now, with the real-world magic of MiAD®Wizard,
personalizing and presenting spec ads for EVERY prospect is as easy as 1-2-3!

No training. No time wasted. No more tough sells.

800.223.1600
service@metro-email.com
www.metrocreativeconnection.com
miadwizard.com

®

Mayor David Berrong, right, pays tribute to Gerald Green, retired Clinton Daily 
News editor, for his coverage of nearly 900 city council meetings.

Photo from Clinton Daily News. Reprinted with permission.

City Council honors former Clinton Daily News 
editor Gerald Green with tribute and declaration

Gerald Green, retired 
Clinton Daily News news 
editor, was recently hon-
ored by the Clinton City 
Council for his reporting 
on the city council and 
coverage of city hall.

Green retired March 27 
after 38 years at the Clin-
ton Daily News.

In making the presen-
tation, Clinton Mayor 
David Berrong described 
Green as “the ultimate 
professional with detailed 
accuracy, fairness and 
truth for nearly four 
decades.”

Berrong said Green’s 
coverage of city hall and 
nearly 900 city council 
meetings “has assured 
the public’s right to know 
about its city’s business 
penned with his special 
brand of journalistic 
integrity, intelligence and 
attention to detail.”

“It is a fitting tribute to 
Gerald Green and to the 
highest order of journalis-
tic standards to name that 
bench for Gerald Green,” 
said Berrong. 

“This will serve as a 
reminder to all, the value 
of high-minded, accu-
rate reporting from the 
watchdog of the citizens of 
Clinton.”

The Clinton City 
Council and Berrong also 
declared May 19, 2020, 
as Gerald Green Day in 
Clinton.

Altus, Frederick 
begin sharing 
news, advertising

The Altus Times and 
Frederick Press-Leader 
recently began sampling 
news from adjacent coun-
ties, particularly Jackson 
and Tillman Counties.

Larry Miller, publisher 
of the two newspapers, said 
while each paper is primar-
ily focused on their own 
city, many readers have 
friends and relatives in 
neighboring counties.

 “Many Tillman residents 
work in Jackson County 
and shop there as well, so it 
makes sense,” Miller said.

Advertisers will benefit 
as both papers will contain 
ads from both markets.

The Perry Daily Journal 
recently acquired its own 
website at www.pdjnews.
com.

The new website con-
tains everything printed 
and/or published in the 
PDJ and will be updated 
daily with the most current 
news and events.

Reid Newspapers, which 
owns the Perry Daily Jour-
nal, wanted to upgrade 
the newspaper’s website 
to make it easier and more 
accessible to customers.

Online e-edition sub-
scribers will have access 
to all news on the website. 
Subscribers will be able to 
access the newspaper by 
logging in.

The website also offers 
access to social media out-
lets including Facebook and 
Instagram as well as easy 
ways to contact the staff.

Perry Daily Journal
updates website  
with more content  
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PHOTO CONTEST
SEPTEMBER 2020
WEEKLY WINNER:

LINDSAY
TESIO

Choctaw Times

SEPTEMBER 2020
DAILY WINNER:

JASON
ELMQUIST

Stillwater
News Press

The September 2020 contest 
was judged by a member 

of the Oklahoma Journalism 
Hall of Fame.

View all winning photos at 

OkPress.com/
OGE-Photo-Contest

Enter and Win a 
$100 Check from 

OGE ENERGY CORP.

For more information 
about the photo contest, visit 

okpress.com/oge-photo-contestStillwater High senior receiver Steven Brown (13) has a pass defl ected away by a leaping Angelo Rankin Jr. of Edmond 
Santa Fe during the season opener at Pioneer Stadium.

Photo by JASON ELMQUIST, Stillwater News Press, Sept. 5, 2020

Choctaw’s Terrill Davis and Booker T. Washington’s Jordan Drew make a dramatic mid-air clash as they each fi ght for 
a catch.

Photo by LINDSAY TESIO, Choctaw Times, Sept. 30, 2020

We energize the economy by attracting new 
businesses, creating thousands of new jobs and 

more than $1.2 billion of new investment.   
© 2020 OGE Energy Corp.

AT OG&E, WE DO MORE THAN ENERGIZE A POWER GRID. 
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Thank You
Veterans

HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED

Thank you for your courage, dedication, and hard work.
And thanks to the military families

for their support, resilience, and sacrifice.

CMSGT ARTHUR SNIDER

Dad - Thank you so much for
your many years of service.
Your dedication & exceptional
work ethic are things we all still
strive to emulate.We are all very
proud to say our dad served our
country! You’re our hero & we
love you!

Rob, Bill, & Chris

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

1958-1983

SERGEANT JERRY MUHLBERG

Your family is so proud to honor
you for your service to our
country in themilitary and as an
active, model citizen and family
patriarch. We salute you.

ARMY AIR FORCE

1943-1946

ARMY PFC GAYLORD COUCH

PFC Gaylord Couch gave the
ultimate sacrifice and we are
so honored to celebrate his
service for his country. He was
an Oklahoman killed in action
in Vietnam.

UNITED STATES ARMY

1968 - 1969

1LT TSU J. KREIDLER

Tsu, an Edmond native,
graduated from the United
States Military Academy atWest
Point in 2018 and is proudly
serving as a Combat Engineer at
Ft. Riley, KS. With a Sapper Tab,
he is currently in Army Ranger
school. We love you dearly and
thank you for your service.

UNITED STATES ARMY

2018-PRESENT

SGT. JOHNW. BREWINGTON

So very proud of you!

John 15:13

You are very much a hero to all
of us.

We love you and thank you for
risking it all!

Your Family

UNITED STATES ARMY

1969-1970

FREDWAGNER, SP4, USAR

Fred went into the Army where
he served in the 57th Tank
Division known as “Hell On
Wheels”. He received the OCC
Medal and the Good Conduct
Medal. After discharge he
continued to be a hero to
his wife Janet, children, and
grandchildren.

UNITED STATES ARMY

1954-1956

SGT. SAMUEL COLWAGNER

Cole served as a E5 Sergeant in
the Oklahoma Army National
Guard 1345th Transportation
Co. “The Rolling Thunder”,
conducting tactical convoy
operations in support of
Operation Spartan Shield in SW
Asia. God Bless and Love from
all of Cole’s family & friends.

OKLAHOMA ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

2012-2018

FERNANDO LOAIZA

Fernando enlisted in the Army
in 1969 and then returned to
service with the National Guard
in 1980. He retired after 26
years at the rank of Sergeant.
Fernando served in Iraq,
Germany, and Panama during
his time.

ARMY AND NATIONAL GUARD

1969 & 1980-2010

SGT. JULIUS D. PLEASAINCE JR.

A two-time Purple Heart
recipient, Julius courageously
served his country for 47
years! Thanks so much for your
sacrifice and service.

Love,

Your wife BJ and daughter,
Tiffany

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

1965-2012 MIL/CIV

WARREN HORINE

Warren Horine served proudly
in the US Navy During World
War 2. After the death of
his best friend on the USS
Lexington, he became a
radioman on a reconnaissance
plane and served throughout
the Pacific Theater.

UNITED STATES NAVY

1941-1945

MAJOR JOSEPH M. GENTRY

Your Oklahoma family is proud
of your service to our Country!
May the Lord continue to
guide and bless you in all you
do. Congratulations on your
promotion! Mom, Dad, Rachel
& Grandmother

CA ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

2004-CURRENT

ROHNMARTIN FENITY

Rohn Martin Fenity has reached
the rank of E7, Sergeant 1st
Class. He has served his country
with tours in Iraq, Kuwait, after
being trained at both Fort Sill
and Fort Ord.

NATIONAL GUARD

1991-2020

ROBERT BRUCE LEE

Bruce proudly served 4 years in
the US Navy on the US Summit
County LST-1146. He received
the Navy Unit Commendation
NUC Ribbon Bar, Vietnam Svc
Medal & National Defense Svc
Medal. A proud American who
loved his wife Jackie, children, &
grandchildren.

UNITED STATES NAVY

1961-1965

AMTC JOSEPH F.WAGNER

Joe served 23 yrs in the U.S.
Coast Guard keeping planes &
helicopters in the air guarding
our borders. He served in
Savannah, NewOrleans, Detroit,
& completed his service as the
Chief Aviation Maintenance
Technician at the ATC in Mobile,
AL.We love you & thank you.

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

1989-2013

VINCENT G. MEYER, MSGT (RET.)

Thanks for your many years of
service, Dad! We love you from
Tokyo to New York to Viet Nam
to Germany to Nebraska!

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

25YEARS RETIRED

FN1 TOM HOHN

Tom, now 95, served in WWII as
gunner’s mate and fireman on
the minesweeper, USS Saunter
AM295, in the Pacific. After
surviving the Battle of Leyte
Gulf, history’s largest sea battle,
they hit a mine. He next served
on the destroyer William M
Wood.

UNITED STATES NAVY

1943-1946

LTC DENNIS BRADSHAW

Served in Vietnam, at the
Pentagon, Germany, etc.
Awarded the following medals:
Legion of Merit, Bronze Star,
Meritorious Service (3), Army
Commendation, Vietnam
Campaign (2) etc.

Lives at Blanchard, OK

UNITED STATES ARMY

1968-1990
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In Honor of our 
VeteransJackie Harmon

Ret. Tech Sgt. Harmon was a 
member of the United States Air 
Force from 1955 to 1975. He 
served in Vietnam from 1968 to 
1969 and also did a tour in Japan.

Eddie C. Fletcher

PFC Fletcher was a member of 
the U.S. Army 82nd Airborne 
Special Forces from 1956-63.

Harley Richardson

Harley was a Staff Sergeant in the 
United States Air Force from February 
1971 to 1974. He served as a member 
of the military police and a lab tech 
and was stationed at Beale, Sheppard 
and Altus Air Force Bases.

Kenneth Deloy Kelly

2nd Class Petty Officer Kelly was a mem-
ber of  the United States Navy from 1943 
to 1946. He served on the USS Shadwell 
in 1945 which arrived in Japan two days 
after the cessation of hostilities.

Tommy Leo 
Noble

Tommy Leo Noble was 
a combat soldier active 
during World War II. 

Dewayne Noble

Dewayne Noble was a plane cap-
tain, Navy Airman at Pensacola, 
FL, Training Command. He 
was enlisted from July 1952 to 
August 1955.

David Tyler

U.S.A.F. E4 David Tyler was a jet 
engine technician on the C-141 
aircraft from 1967 to 1971.

David Boman

Ret. Sgt. David Boman  was a 
member of the Army National 
Guard for 26 years.

Ray E. Mountford joined the U.S. Air Force 
soon after his high school graduation in 1970 
from Miami High School in northeast Oklaho-
ma. His recruiter said, “Join the Air Force and 
see the world.” After basic training and specialty 
training, Ray reported to Altus Air Force Base 
in southwest Oklahoma. Ray served during the 
Vietnam era as a mechanic on the C5, the largest 
cargo airplane at the time used by the USAF.

In 1973, he served for five weeks in the Azores 
during a conflict and the C5s out of Altus carried 
bombs to the Philippines. Ray was honorably 
discharged in 1974 and has remained in southwest 
Oklahoma since his discharge.

Ray Mountford

Ray was a sergeant in the 
United States Air Force  from 
1970 - 1974 during the Viet-
nam Era. He was stationed at 
Altus Air Force Base.

WillisChild Oil & Gas Corporation
621 E Street • 569-2598

Today we pause to honor the brave men and women 
who have made great sacrifice to protect our 

families, our country and our freedom

Veterans Day
Honoring all who served

Bait Shop Burgers 569-2021
701 E St. - Downtown

For your bravery, 
hard work, and 

dedication to our country, 
we thank you

Tom L. Pruett

Tom L. Pruett was a Tec 5 in 
the U.S. Army. He served in 
World War II.

Billy Joe Pruett

Staff Sergeant Pruett was in the 
538 Ambulance Co. He served 
during World War II. 

Tommy Joe Pruett

SP4 Pruett was a member of the 
U.S. Army. He served during 
Vietnam and was a purple heart 
recipient.

Billy Ford

Billy served in the U.S. Army  
at Fort Bliss, Texas, in the ear-
ly to mid 1950’s.

James Stoll

James served in the U.S. Ar-
my in the early 1950’s during 
the Korean War era.

Frank L. Tucker

Frank is a U.S. Army veteran. 
He served during the Viet-
nam war.

Gary Thomas

Gary was an E4 in the U.S. 
Army. He served from Au-
gust 1977 to August 1980.
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Northwestern 
announces 2021 Hall of 

Fame inducteesFame inductees
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First positive tests 
among residents at 

Beadles Nursing Home
Page 2Page 2

Avard Rail Park 
Authority to team up Authority to team up 

with marketing companywith marketing company
Page 2Page 2

Alva celebrates Veterans Day Wednesday with flags 
decorating the square. Photo by Desiree Morehead     

AAllvvaa RReevviieeww--CCoouurriieerrAlva Review-Courier
Friday, November 13, 2020  - $1.00 www.alvareviewcourier.comVol. 128  No. 90

Oklahoma newspapers pay respect 
to veterans with photos and words
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By DAVID MILLER
david@poncacitynews.com

An opponent that is annually 
one of the top four or five 
teams in Class 6AII is next 
on the agenda for the Ponca 
City Wildcats. The Wildcats 
are scheduled to host Booker 
T. Washington 7 p.m. Friday at 
Sullins Stadium.

The Hornets will bring a 5-2 
overall record to Friday’s game 
and are currently riding a three-
game win streak.  They are 3-1 
in District 6AII-2 competition 
with wins over Bartlesville, 
Sand Springs and Putnam 
West.  Their non-district record 
includes wins over Southmoore 
and Del City and a loss to 
Bishop McGuinness.

“They are a very athletic team 
that can do a lot of things well,” 
Ponca City Coach Scott Harmon 
said in assessing the task ahead 
for his Wildcat team.  “They 
have a very aggressive defense 
and their players fly to the ball.  
They might be the best defense 
we’ve seen this year.”

Ponca City and Booker T. have 
played four common opponents, 
Choctaw, Bartlesville, Sand 
Springs and Putnam West.   Both 
teams have lost to Choctaw--
Booker T. by a 26-22 margin and 
Ponca City by a 20-14 score.  Both 
have beaten Bartlesville--Ponca 
City 10-7 and Booker T. 34-7, and 
both have beaten Putnam West-
-Booker T. 49-0 and Ponca City 
21-7.  The Wildcats lost 35-10 to 
Sand Springs, but the Hornets 
topped Sand Springs 49-0.

Ponca City was in the hunt 
for a playoff spot from District 
6AII-2 having a 2-2 district 
record with three games to 
play. But earlier this week 
the Oklahoma Secondary 
School Activities Association 
announced a modified protocol 
for for playoffs that changes 
the way teams qualify for the 
postseason.

The modification was made 
necessary because of the 
number of game cancellations 
that have happened due to 
COVID-19 concerns.  Some 
teams across the state have 
played only one or two district 
games.  There have been two 

cancellations in District 6AII-
2, both involving Putnam West.  
Bixby and Muskogee lost games 
with West due to the team being 
on quarantine.  The OSSAA 
policy is somewhat vague out 
of necessity because of so many 
different scenarios. But it does 
require rankings by coaches in 
each district which will be a 
determining factor.  Also there 
is a provision allowing a play-
in week and opening up the 
postseason to any team that 
would like toe included. “All 
member schools currently in 
district play would be offered 
an opportunity to join the 
playoff bracket,” the OSSAA 
announcement reads.

Regardless of the playoff 
implications, the Wildcats 
are looking at the Booker 
T. Washington game as an 
important contest.  The Ponca 
City defensive unit has been 
playing well, and the offensive 
team has shown steady growth 
week after week.  Coach 
Harmon stresses that his team’s 
game plan against BTW will be 
basically the same as it has 
been in each previous contest-
-move the chains, control the 
clock and keep the opponent’s 
offense off the field as much as 
possible.

Friday’s game is the next-
to-last home contest for the 
Wildcats, who are scheduled 
to travel to Bixby next week 
and then close out the season 
against Muskogee on Nov. 6 at 
home.

Other Friday district games 
include Bixby at Muskogee, 
Putnam West at Bartlesville 
and Sand Springs at Choctaw.  
Area games of interest include 
Blackwell at Chisholm, Luther 
at Newkirk, Hinton at Tonkawa, 
Hominy at Woodland, Pawnee 
at Morrison and Deer Creek-
Lamont at South Coffeyville.

Area games:
HINTON AT TONKAWA

The Tonkawa Buccaneers 
will be looking for their fourth 
district win as they host the 
Hinton Comets.  Hinton comes 
to the game with a 1-4 record 
having beaten Hennessey 14-13 

in its opener and then losing 
to Mangum, Merritt, Oklahoma 
Christian Academy and 
Oklahoma Bible.  Tonkawa’s 
only loss was a 39-26 decision to 
Perry.  The Bucs have wins over 
Newkirk, Blackwell, Crescent, 
Watonga and Oklahoma 
Christian Academy.

PAWNEE AT MORRISON
The Pawnee Black Bears’ 

game with Morrison has 
become a pretty good rivalry in 
recent years.  Both teams have 
good tradition and generally 
are among the top teams in 
Class A statewide.  This year 
the Bears are 5-1 with wins over 
Mooreland, Okemah, Hominy, 
Woodland and Tulsa NOAH.  
The lone loss was to Class 
2A powerhouse Washington.  
Morrison is 4-2 with wins 
over Kiefer, Porter, Chelsea 
and Warner.  The losses have 
been to Oklahoma Christian 
School and a 40-36 nailbiter to 
Woodland.
BLACKWELL AT CHISHOLM

Blackwell is coming off a big 
37-19 win over Kay County rival 
Newkirk.  The Maroons are 
4-3 overall and 2-2 in district 
play. They have non district 
wins over the Oklahoma City 
Patriots and Oklahoma Bible 
and district victories over 
Hennessey and Newkirk. Their 
losses have been a 15-14 defeat 
at Tonkawa and big losses to 
Perry and Luther.   Normally 
potent Chisholm is having an 
off-year with a 1-6 record.  The 

Longhorns opened the season 
with a 19-8 win over Fairview, 
but since then have lost to 
Kingfisher, Perkins, Oklahoma 
Christian School, Luther, Perry 
and Hennessey.

LUTHER AT NEWKIRK
The Newkirk Tigers are 

looking for their first victory of 
the season.  They have shown 
improvement over the weeks, 
but have a huge challenge this 
week in Luther.  The Lions have 
played a very tough schedule 

and are 3-4 going into Friday’s 
game.  Their losses have been 
to powerhouse teams in Prague 
and Jones, plus defeats in games 
with Antlers and Oklahoma 
Christian.  Their wins have 
been lopsided affairs (49-7 over 
Blackwell, 40-0 over Chisholm 
and 37-12 over Alva).  Newkirk 
is 0-6 with losses to Tonkawa, 
Woodland, Oklahoma Bible, 
Alva, Oklahoma Christian and 
Blackwell.

HOMINY AT WOODLAND
The Woodland Cougars are 

looking like some of  the teams 
back in the school’s illustrious 
past.  They have compiled a 
6-1 record and have wins over 
Oklahoma Union, Newkirk, 
Mooreland, Caney Valley, 
Morrison and Chouteau on their 
resume.  The one loss was a 28-8 
defeat at the hands of a very 
good Pawnee team.  Hominy 
remains the last major obstacle 
on the Cougars schedule.  The 
Bucks’ 3-3 record is a little 
deceptive as their losses have 
been to some really good 
outfits- Class 4A Cleveland, 
Class A No. 1 Pawhuska and 
Class A No. 4 Pawnee.  Their 
wins have been over the Ponca 
City JV, Tulsa NOAH and Caney 
Valley.

DEER CREEK-LAMONT at 
SOUTH COFFEYVILLE

The DCLA Eagles are 
struggling.  They have been 
beaten soundly in each of their 
five games.  South Coffeyville 
would appear to be a more 
competitive opponent as the 
Lions are 1-4.  The victory 
was over Cave Springs, with 
losses to Porum, Drumright, 
Timberlake and Bluejacket.

SPORTS David Miller, Sports Editor
sports@poncacitynews.com
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Wildcats to host Booker T. Washington

Live Sports TV Schedule (All broadcast times are Eastern)
 

Friday, 10-23-20

BOXING TIME ET TV
Beterbiev vs. Deines 3:00p ESPN

COLLEGE FOOTBALL TIME ET TV
Tulsa at South Florida 7:30p ESPN
Louisiana at UAB 8:00p CBSSN

GOLF TIME ET TV
European PGA Tour: Italian Open 6:30am GOLF
LPGA Tour: Drive On Championship - Reynolds Lake Oconee 1:00pm 
GOLF
PGA Tour: ZOZO Championship 5:00pm GOLF

MLB WORLD SERIES TIME ET TV
Tampa Bay at LA Dodgers 8:00p FOX 

Schedule courtesy of sportsgamestoday.com

PONCA CITY running back Cameron Jackson (5) carries the ball against Bartlesville last week.  The 
Wildcats won the game 10-7. Jackson has rushed for more than 100 yards in five consecutive games.  
This photo was provided by Larry Williams.
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Classifieds
The

Purcell Register

ZONES: CENTRAL
for week of OCTOBER 25, 2020
2x2 ads may run anywhere in your newspaper. Don’t forget to remind your classified department to download the 
line ads for this week at www.okpress.com/ocan - CHOOSE THE AD SIZE CLOSEST TO YOUR COLUMN WIDTH 

Live On-site
Auction

Friday, Nov. 6, 9:00am
Location: 6600 S. Mustang Field Rd. 

El Reno, OK
Hanger 3

Computer and Tech Equipment, Lots of 
office furniture, Plumbing supplies, banners 
& brackets, Books and book shelves, auto 
equipment, Shop/garage/outdoor furniture, 

lots of kitchen supplies.

3.08” x 4” 3.75” x 4”

City of El Reno
Surplus Auction

City of El Reno
Surplus Auction
 Live On-site

Auction
Friday, Nov. 6, 9:00am

Location: 6600 S. Mustang Field Rd. 
El Reno, OK
Hanger 3

Computer and Tech Equipment, Lots of office 
furniture, Plumbing supplies, banners & brackets, 
Books and book shelves, auto equipment, Shop/
garage/outdoor furniture, lots of kitchen supplies.

See www.KenCarpenterAuction.com for pics
Ken Carpenter Auction & Realty LLC

405-620-1524

See www.KenCarpenterAuction.com for pics

Ken Carpenter Auction & Realty LLC
405-620-1524

3.08” x 4” 3.75” x 4”

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION

Ken Carpenter Auction & Realty LLC
405-620-1524

Ken Carpenter Auction & Realty LLC
405-620-1524

Open House Sunday, Nov. 8 • 1-3pm
16500 Hwy 102, Shawnee, OK • 3 1/2 miles south of Grand Casino
1999 24ft Chris Craft Boat excellent condition, 1994 Dodge Ram 4x4 
gas 3/4 ton pickup, 2008 Harley Davidson Road King Classic excellent 
condition, 2008 Yamaha Morphous motorcycle, 1957 Chevrolet Model 
210 2-door hard top excellent condition, Hustler X7-7 zero turn Mower 
60 inch deck like new, Mahindra 4025 tractor with loader, John Deere 
2010 gas tractor, fl atbed trailer, lots of 3pt equipment, wood working 
tools, lots of shop tools.

See www.KenCarpenterAuction.com to view or bid

Absolute Auction
Bid Now Starts Ending 

Thursday, Nov. 12 • 10:00am
Sellers Gary & Barbra Chatham

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
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16500 Hwy 102, Shawnee, OK • 3 1/2 miles south of Grand Casino

1999 24ft Chris Craft Boat excellent condition, 1994 Dodge Ram 4x4 gas 3/4 ton pickup, 
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zero turn Mower 60 inch deck like new, Mahindra 4025 tractor with loader, John Deere 2010 
gas tractor, fl atbed trailer, lots of 3pt equipment, wood working tools, lots of shop tools.

See www.KenCarpenterAuction.com to view or bid
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Sellers Gary & Barbra Chatham
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Oklahoma’s 
Biggest

Yard sale
Saturdays • 8 AM to 3 PM
9500 E. Hwy. 39, Lexington

Come out and 
Shop or Sell

Food Trucks & Vendors
Free AdMiSSion For ShoPPing

For more info call 405-209-1101

10’x10’ Spaces
starting at

$1000

RETIRED PERSON (ONLY)
(JACK OF ALL TRADES)

Farm house plus moderate salary to supplement your own 
existing retirement income. Average of 20 hours per week.
Duties include mowing, working with machinery, fencing, 

bldg. repair, carpentry, light plumbing and electrical. 
Impeccable character, integrity, good health (must have your 
own health insurance) and numerous references A MUST!!!!

Background Investigation Conducted
Please do not call if not fully qualified

Green Valley Farms 405-414-7277

COMMERCIAL 
BUILDINGS FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL SPACE: 1800 N. Green 
Ave., 1250 SF upstairs. Will build out. 
Utilities included. Heart of Oklahoma 
Ent., 405-527-3012. Call Than 405-
990-8862. O/A 01/02/tfc

COMPUTER SALES
DALE’S ETC. COMPUTER sales & 
service. Repair, rebuild, and upgrade all 
brands. Free estimates. Reconditioned 
systems from $299. 709 W Jackson, 
Purcell. 527-2949. 01/02/tfc

DOGS & CATS
LOOKING TO re-home a sweet & loving 
Chihuahua, preferably with a single 
lady & her being the only dog. Please 
contact me at 405-818-9826. 10/29/1tp

HELP WANTED
BLACKJACK SERVICES is looking for 
experienced carpenters, local work, 
please contact Kevin at 405-659-8340. 
10/15/3tc

DAILY DELIVERY DRIVER needed, 
must have Class A CDL & be able to 
operate a pallet jack. Apply at XYLO of 
Oklahoma, 405-469-4516. 10/29/2tc

LOOKING TO HIRE new staff who have 
a servants heart and are dependable. 
Openings for Infection Prevention 
Nurse, LPN or RN, Charge nurse for Day 
shift and Evening Shift, housekeeper, 
CNAs, evenings and nights, and a 
full-time cook/dietary worker. We offer 
health insurance to full-time employees. 
Apply today at 915 N. 7th Ave., Purcell. 
Sunset Estates. EOE. 10/29/1tc

LPXLP

No. 573-October 29-2 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF MCCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF TAWNI L. HECK, Deceased.

Case No. PB-2020-94
NOTICE OF HEARING

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF
ADMINISTRATION,

APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE, AND

FOR A JUDICIAL
DETERMINATION OF HEIRS
Notice is hereby given to all 

persons interested in the Estate 
of Tawni L. Heck, deceased, that 
on the 23 day of October, 2020, 
there was filed in the District 
Court of McClain County, State 
of Oklahoma, the Petition of Terri 
Talley praying that Letters of Ad-
ministration be issued to her as 
Personal Representative of the 
Estate, to serve without bond, and 
for a judicial determination of the 
heirs of the Decedent. 

Pursuant to an Order of this 
Court made on the 23 day of 
October, 2020, notice is given 
that the 19th day of November, 
2020, at 9:30 a.m., is the day and 
time that the Petition for Letters 
of Administration, Appointment of 
Personal Representative and for a 
Judicial Determination of Heirs will 
be heard in the District Courtroom 
of the Honorable Judge Charles 
Gray in the McClain County Court-

No. 568-October 29-1 Time
SSC Selective Site Consultants 

on behalf of Tillman Infrastructure 
proposes to build a 275-foot self-
support Communications Tower 
at the approx. vicinity of Hwy 
76, Lindsay, McClain County, OK 
73052, Latitude: [34° 54’ 18.89” 
N], Longitude: [97° 37’ 48.33” 
W]. Public comments regarding 
potential effects from this site on 
historic properties may be submit-
ted within 30 days from the date 
of this publication to: Trileaf Corp, 
Thomas Johnston, t.johnston@
trileaf.com, 2550 S IH-35, Suite 
200, Austin, Texas 78704 – 512-
519-9388 ext. 808.

house in Purcell, Oklahoma, and 
all persons interested may appear 
and contest the same.

Witness, the undersigned Judge 
of the District Court of McClain 
County, State of Oklahoma, this 
23rd day of October, 2020. 

/s/ Charles N. Gray
JUDGE OF THE

DISTRICT COURT
By: /s/ Brian Barrett
Brian J. Barrett, OBA #32349
Evans & Davis, PLLC
211 N. Broadway
Edmond, OK 73034
Telephone: (405) 286-2335
Fax: (405) 286-2770
E-mail: brian@evansdavis.com
Attorney for Petitioner

HeroesOur

In preparation for Veterans Day, please join us in a 
salute to the men and women currently serving our 
country, those with service stories from the past and 
those who paid the ultimate price for our freeDOm!

Have a story to tell or know someone who does?
Call 405-527-2126 or email purcellregister@gmail.com

HOnOr your 
special service 
man or woman

The
Purcell Register

Call Vickie or Cathy at 405-527-2126 to reserve your space today!

Coverage publisHes 
Thursday, November 5

$3000for 
only

In Honor ofJohn DoeArmyActive Duty 1950–1953

In memory of

Ret. Lt. Col.

Ron Fishburn
1933-2019

U.S. Army Aviator

Active Duty 1954–1980

Ron Ladlee • The Purcell Register

Sure hands
Senior Kelton Schultz makes the grab while a Newcastle 
defender makes a play on the ball. Washington lost to the 
Racers 49-16.

Greg Gaston • double g images

Eyeing the D
Lexington junior Dylan Cottrell looks for space. Lexington was 
defeated 47-6 by Bethel Friday night.

GaraGe 
Sale

337 e. Maple, 
Washington

Friday & Saturday
8 AM to 5 PM

Tools, radio equipment, 
lots of misc.

PURCELL SCHOOL 
MENU

Week of November 2
MONDAY

BREAKFAST
Elementary and Grab N 

Go—Pancake on a stick, fruit, 
juice, milk.

LUNCH
Spaghetti with meat sauce, 

garlic knot, green beans, fruit, 
milk.

TUESDAY
BREAKFAST

Elementary and Grab N 
Go—Sausage biscuit, fruit, 
juice, milk.

LUNCH
Chicken burrito bowl with 

chicken, chili beans, cilantro 
lime rice and queso, tortilla 
chips and salsa, fruit, milk.

WEDNESDAY
BREAKFAST

Elementary and Grab N Go—
Yogurt parfait, fruit, juice, milk.

LUNCH
Grilled cheese, tomato soup, 

broccoli, fruit, milk.
THURSDAY

BREAKFAST
Elementary and Grab N 

Go—Breakfast burrito, fruit, 
juice, milk.

LUNCH
Barbecue chicken flatbread, 

baby carrots, Ruffles, fruit, 
milk.

FRIDAY
BREAKFAST

Elementary and Grab N 
Go—Cinnamon roll, fruit, 
juice, milk.

LUNCH
Cheeseburger, french fries, 

fruit, milk.
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Calendar
Oct.-Nov. 2020

Send event information to kimberly.morava@news-star.com

October 29
The Shawnee Senior Center at 401 N. Bell 
holds a free Tai Chi for Better Balance 
class from 8:15 to 9:15 a.m. All fitness 
classes are designed for any fitness level. 
Anyone aged 55 or older is welcome.  The 
class uses eight basic Tai Chi movements 
designed for balance, core strength, relax-
ation, and stress reduction.

A free Chair Fitness Class for anyone aged 
55 or older is offered from 9:30 to 10:30 
a.m. at the Shawnee Senior Center at 
401 N. Bell. This class encourages basic 
strength and conditioning, and all move-
ments can all be completed while seated 
in a chair.

A 10 to 10:45 a.m. Chair Fitness class 
is offered at the Community Center at 
804 S. Park. This free class is for anyone 
aged 55 or older. This class encourages 
basic strength and conditioning, and all 
movements can all be completed while 
seated in a chair. This is a temporary class 
meeting time for the rest of summer.

Golden Chain Crochet group meets from 
1 to 2:30 p.m. at the Shawnee Senior 
Center at 401 N. Bell. All levels of skill are 
welcome, and no supplies are needed for 
the first visit to the class.

The Shawnee Senior Center will host the 
Storytime Band from 1 to 2:30 p.m. This 
is a live country and western band with 
guitars, keyboard and harmonica. There is 
no cost to seniors who have hit the age of 
55. Attendees have the option of enjoying 
the music, dancing, or just visiting. The 
center is located at 401 N. Bell, just east 
of the municipal auditorium.

An afternoon fitness class will meet from 
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the senior center, 401 
N. Bell. This is a new class, and the center 
is looking for people to join. A variety of 
class formats can be taught, so they are 
also looking for feedback on what seniors 
would like to see in this time slot. For 
more information, call 405-878-1528.

October 30
The Shawnee Senior Center at 401 N. Bell 
holds a free Enhance Fitness class from 
8:30 to 9:30 a.m.  Classes are designed 
for any fitness level, with a combination of 
light cardio, strength, and flexibility train-
ing. Anyone aged 55 or older is welcome.

From 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., there will be 
a gospel singing time at the Shawnee 
Senior Center at 401 N. Bell in the Wood 
Room. Everyone is invited. The center is 
located at 401 N. Bell, just south of the 
Shawnee Splash Water Park.  

If you would like to learn about or watch 
Pickle Ball, stop by the municipal audi-

torium at 401 N. Bell, just west of the 
Shawnee Senior Center, from 1 to 3 p.m. 
Format is open play and cost is $2.

October 31
There will be a drive-through Trunk or 
Treat event from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 
Northridge Church of Christ, 1001 E. 
MacArthur. Guests will remain in their 
vehicles, parade style, to view seasonal 
costumes and decorations. Hosts that 
approach vehicles with candy will wear 
masks (anti-COVID-19 masks, that is). 
Enter through the west parking lot and 
exit through the east parking lot. For 
more information, call 405-275-4180, go 
to facebook.com/northridgecofc, or look 
on the Northridge app.

November 2
The Shawnee Senior Center at 401 N. Bell 
holds a free Enhance Fitness class from 
8:30 to 9:30 a.m.  Classes are designed 
for any fitness level, with a combination of 
light cardio, strength, and flexibility train-
ing. Anyone aged 55 or older is welcome.

A 10 to 10:45 a.m. Chair Fitness Stretch-
ing class is offered at the Community 
Center at 804 S. Park.  This free class is for 
anyone aged 55 or older. It is designed 
to help with flexibility and circulation, and 
the gentle stretching exercises can all be 
completed while seated in a chair. This is a 
temporary class meeting time for the rest 
of summer.

The Shawnee Senior Center at 401 N. Bell 
is the location for a card playing group 
that plays a variety of games, including 
Canasta, from 12:30 to 5 p.m.

November 6
Two Sisters Flea Market will be from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Heart of Oklahoma 
Exposition Center.

November 7
Two Sisters Flea Market will be from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Heart of Oklahoma 
Exposition Center.

November 10
St. Benedicts Catholic Church Parish Guild 
will have a meeting at 1 p.m. in the Bene-
dict Center. Masks are required and social 
distancing will be practiced.

November 12
Trivia and Tapas will be from 6:30 to 9:30 
p.m. at the Heart of Oklahoma Exposition 
Center.

Oklahoma COVID-19  
hospitalizations begin 
creeping back up

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — The number 
of people hospitalized with the coronavi-
rus in Oklahoma began creeping back up 
on Tuesday, although not to the record 
levels reached last week.

The Oklahoma State Department of 
Health reported 907 people were hospi-

of COVID-19, the disease caused by the 
virus. The number of hospitalizations 
reached a record high of 956 on Friday. 
It dipped slightly over the weekend, but 
the virus is putting a strain on the state’s 
health care system.

“Oklahoma has long experienced a nurs-
ing shortage, and this virus is stretching 
our nurses to the limit,” said Jane Nelson, 
CEO of the Oklahoma Nurses Association. 
“Nurses are exhausted, both physically 
and emotionally, working to care for both 
COVID and non-COVID patients.”

The Nurses Association, Oklahoma State 
Medical Association, Oklahoma Dental As-
sociation and several other medical groups 
sent a letter to Gov. Kevin Stitt last week 
requesting a statewide mask mandate, 
Nelson said. Stitt has consistently resisted 
such calls, citing concerns about how such 
a mandate would be enforced.

Meanwhile, the health department 

COVID-19 on Monday and 22 new deaths 
from the disease. That raised the state’s 
totals since the pandemic began to 118,409 

The seven-day rolling average of daily 
deaths in Oklahoma has risen over the 
past two weeks, from seven per day for the 
period ending Oct. 12 to slightly more than 
11 per day for the seven days ending Oct. 
26, according to data compiled by Johns 
Hopkins University. Oklahoma’s average 
positivity rate and daily new cases also has 
risen over the last two weeks.

Icy weather causes  
massive power outages  
in Oklahoma

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — More than 
-

homa were without electricity Tuesday 
evening as an early season ice storm 
blanketed the state, icing over tree limbs 
that crashed through power lines and 
blocked roadways.

An ice storm warning was in effect until 
1 p.m. Wednesday for parts of the state, 
including Oklahoma City. The National 
Weather Service said some areas near and 
southwest of Oklahoma City could see up 
to a half-inch of ice, causing widespread 
tree damage and power outages.

As of early Tuesday evening, more than 
-

homa were without electricity, according 
-

agement.
Gov. Kevin Stitt declared a state of emer-

gency on Monday for 47 of the state’s 77 
counties because of severe winter weather.

Snow, sleet and freezing rain were also 
reported Tuesday in parts of the Texas 
Panhandle. A winter weather advisory also 
was in effect for parts of Kansas, where a 
Monday night fatal crash was blamed on 
the snowy, icy conditions.

Kansas man charged  
with capital murder  
in sons’ deaths

LIBERTY, Mo. (AP) — A Kansas man 
accused of killing his two sons and taking 
his two daughters from their home before 
being stopped in Oklahoma was charged 
Tuesday with capital murder in the boys’ 
deaths.

Donny Ray Jackson Jr., 40, was also 
charged Tuesday with two alternative 

-
worth County Attorney Todd Thompson 
said at a news conference.

The capital murder count covers both 
boys’ deaths and, if Jackson is convicted, 
could result either in the death penalty or 
life in prison without parole. Thompson 

to seek the death penalty.
Thompson said he had discussed the 

charges with the children’s family, who 
he said were “doing as well as can be 
expected.”

family home Saturday afternoon in Leav-
enworth after one of the siblings didn’t 
show up for a soccer game. The bodies of 
14-year-old Logan Jackson and 12-year-
old Austin Jackson were found and their 

Jackson and 7-year-old Nora Jackson, 
were missing.

After an Amber Alert was issued, Jack-
son was arrested Saturday night near Er-
ick, Oklahoma, and the girls were returned 
to their family.

Jackson remained jailed in Beckham 
County, Oklahoma, Tuesday awaiting 
extradition proceedings.

Thompson declined to discuss any 
details of the case, including a possible 
motive, how the boys were killed or where 
Jackson might have been heading when he 
was stopped.

“In fairness to the justice system, the 
defendant has a right to have the facts 
presented to a jury and we would hate to 
taint that,” he said in an interview.

There are no charges related to the girls’ 
abduction because law enforcement is 
seeking to determine whether Jackson had 
legal custody of the children when they 
were taken from the home, authorities 
said.

Maj. James Sherley, of the Leavenworth 
County Sheriff’s Department, said Monday 
that Jackson and his wife were going 
through a divorce and Donny Jackson 
had “on-again, off-again access to the 
children.”

STATE NEWS BRIEFS

Contact your sales rep today or visit 
LOCALiQ.com/DriveLeads to get started.

Do it all with just one partner!

Our experts will help you drive leads and 
awareness using social, print and display ads,
search, targeted email marketing, and listings 
management – all to grow your business.

TODAY’S FORECAST:  
DIGITAL MARKETING EXCELLENCE.

BACKED BY DATA. POWERED BY INTELLIGENCE.

A Special Publication of the Shawnee News-Star...

HONORING OUR NATIONSHONORING OUR NATIONS

HEROESHEROES
On Veteran’s Day, we will be publishing this special section 
(Wednesday, November 110). If you have any pictures of any local 
retired or active members in the armed forces, please send them to 
us so that we can publish them in this special section.

Please send us head and shoulder picture with the following infor-
mation on the back of the picture...

• Full Name
• Branch of the Military, along with rank

•  Where they served

We will need the picture(s) at the 
newspaper by no later than
Tuesday, November 3

You may also e-mail your picture(s) and information to
reita.easley@news-star.com

If you would like the picture(s) returned, please supply
a self-addressed envelope and stamp. We will return

them after the time of the publication.

Example

Johnny Jones
US Army 1988-1992

Specialist
Germany   Iraq

215 N. Bell St., Shawnee, OK 74801 • 405-273-4200

Top:  The Oklahoman; Alva Review-Courier; Antlers American; and 
The Sentinel Leader. Bottom:  Kiowa County Democrat; Shawnee 
News-Star; The Cleveland American; Ponca City News; and The 
Purcell Register. 
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DEATHS
RITA MASSEY BAKER, a 
former society editor for 
the Bristow News, died Oct. 
10, 2020. She was 85.

Baker was born Nov. 28, 
1934, in Gypsy, Okla. She 

attended Central State Col-
lege in Edmond.

In addition to working 
at the Bristow News, Baker 
worked for American Air-
lines and Sun Oil Company, 
and was city treasurer for 

the City of Bristow. She 
also worked at Bristow 
Memorial Hospital, where 
she retired from in 1997.

She is survived by her 
husband of 65 years, 
Johnnie Dale Baker; three 

daughters, Sylvia Hyde 
of Broken Arrow, Rebec-
ca Johns of Bristow, and 
Laura Weber of Bristow; a 
sister; her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

YVONNE MARIE (LACY) 
EVANS, former owner and 
publisher of newspapers 
in Seiling, Barnsdall, Inola 
and Perkins, died Oct. 22, 
2020. She was 81.

Evans was born Dec. 2, 
1938. She attended Okla-
homa State University for 

a year while working at the 
Perkins Journal as society 
editor.

On June 6, 1957, she 
married Robert L. Evans. 
Bob and Yvonne owned and 
worked at weekly newspa-
pers in Seiling, Barnsdall, 
Inola and Perkins during 
their more than 50 years of 

marriage. They also owned 
and operated Evans Publi-
cations, a book publishing 
company. 

Yvonne and Bob were 
inducted into the Oklaho-
ma Press Association’s Half 
Century Club in 2004.

She is survived by her 
children, Joel Robert of 

Tulsa, Lacy Patrick and 
husband James “Wimp” of 
Perkins, and Lloyd William 
and wife Kenna of Still-
water; six grandchildren; 
four great-grandchildren; 
and one great-great grand-
daughter.

NEVILLE LAVON (REEDER) 
HANCOCK, publisher of the 
Hobart Democrat-Chief, 
died Oct. 20, 2020. She was 
91.

Neville was born Feb. 26, 
1929, on the family farm 
north of Cooperton, Okla. 
She graduated from Hobart 
High School in 1948 and 

attended the University of 
Oklahoma.

She was a few hours 
short of graduation from 
OU when she joined her 
husband Joe, who was sta-
tioned in Germany as part 
of the post-war occupation 
force of the U.S. Army from 
1952-53.

After returning to 

Hobart in 1953, the Han-
cocks both began working 
at the Democrat-Chief. 
Neville later became a col-
umnist, writing Neville’s 
News on a daily basis until 
the paper became a weekly 
publication in 1988.

Hancock is survived by 
her daughter Mollie Nagel 
and husband Britt; sons 

Walter Hancock Jr. and 
Todd Hancock and wife 
Waynel, all of Hobart; sis-
ters Neta Adams of Wich-
ita, Kansas, and Theda 
Deaver of Grandbury, 
Texas; brother-in-law Bill 
Hancock of Prairie Village, 
Kansas; four grandchildren 
and three great-grandchil-
dren. 

MARY McKINNEY RICE, a 
former employee for The 
Duncan Banner, died Sept. 
25, 2020. She was 94.

Rice was born March 
8, 1926, in Muskogee. She 
attended the University 

of Oklahoma, majoring in 
journalism and working on 
the student newspaper. 

She married Robert 
Eugene Rice in 1948 and 
they moved to Michigan 
where Bob was attending 

Michigan Law School. After 
Bob graduated, they moved 
to Duncan, Okla. Mary 
worked as a secretary for 
her husband’s private prac-
tice, and also half days at 
The Duncan Banner where 

she was in charge of Wom-
en’s News.

She is survived by two 
sons, Judge David Eugene 
Rice and Robert Collin 
Rice, and six grandchildren. 

B. WAYNE RATLIFF, a for-
mer reporter for the John-
ston County Capital-Dem-
ocrat in Tishomingo, died 
Sept. 15, 2020, in San 
Antonio, Texas. He was 78.

Ratliff was born near 
Tishomingo, Okla., on Oct. 
17, 1942. He enlisted in the 
Army in 1961 and served 
tours in Korea, West Ger-

many and Vietnam before 
his discharge in 1970.

After his discharge, Rat-
liff decided to be a news 
reporter. He wrote and 
talked his way onto the 
staffs of the San Rafael 
(Calif.) Independent-Jour-
nal, the Fairfield (Calif.) 
Daily Republic, the Vallejo 
(Calif.) Times-Herald and 

the Johnston County Capi-
tal-Democrat.

He returned to the Army 
in 1979, retiring in 1994 as 
a First Sergeant.

Ratliff then received a 
Juris Doctor degree from 
the University of Texas at 
Austin and began his third 
career at the Texas Work-
force Commission.

He is survived by his 
wife, Sue, of the home; 
daughters Dorothy Shawl 
of San Antonio, Wendy 
Piepgras of Toledo, Wash., 
Kim Hall of Wilton, Conn., 
and Robyn DeRocchis 
of Las Cruces, N.M.; six 
grandchildren and his for-
mer wife, Marsh Rose.

Deaths Continued on Page 9



9    

Novem
ber 2020 | The Oklahom

a Publisher

LANNIE JOE SEVERS, a 
pressman in Sapulpa, died 
Nov. 3, 2020. He was 58.

Severs was born Oct. 11, 

1962, in Newton County, 
Mo., but raised in Sapulpa.

He spent many years 
working as a pressman at 
the Sapulpa Herald.

He was an ardent Dallas 
Cowboys fan, and never 
missed a game.

He is survived by his 
brothers, Dennis and 

Danny; sister Missy Wood; 
and many nieces and neph-
ews.

ROBERT LEE WALKER, who 
apprenticed at The Afton 
American, died Oct. 14, 
2020. He was 88.

Walker was born Jan. 
4, 1932, in Afton. After 
graduating from Afton 
High School in 1948, he 
was admitted to a printing 
apprenticeship at The Afton 

American where he learned 
the printing, reporting, 
typesetting, advertising, 
writing and pressman 
trades.

During his apprentice-
ship, he also attended 
college at Oklahoma A&M 
in Miami, hitchhiking the 
17 miles to and from the 
campus.

He married Eileen Palm-
er in 1951 and she joined 
him in Fairbanks, Alaska, 
where Bob was serving with 
the U.S. Army.

Walker was founding 
manager and long-time 
CEO of Starline Corpora-
tion, the largest commer-
cial printing firm in New 

Mexico, West Texas and 
Oklahoma.

Walker is survived by his 
wife Eileen of Tulsa; son 
Rev. Robert Martin Walker 
of Connecticut; daughters 
Rev. Patricia Eileen Walk-
er of Tulsa and Margaret 
Suzanne Allen of Virginia; 
four grandchildren; and 
three great-grandchildren.

Helen Rose Cline 
Oct. 9, 2019

Lyle Howell Collins 
Oct. 13, 2019

Phyllis Louise Hammer 
Oct. 18, 2019

Guy T. Ledbetter 
Oct. 15, 2019

James ‘Jim’ Watie Mayo 
Oct. 3, 2019

Daniel H. Rodgers 
Oct. 5, 2019

Paula Lemarr McBride Savage 
Oct. 12, 2019

Daniel Lee Scroggins 
Oct. 9, 2019

Mary Townsley 
Oct. 10, 2019

Kenneth Ronald Wood 
Oct. 9, 2019

Frances Jane Bryant 
Nov. 10, 2019

Charles William Hooper 
Nov. 22, 2019

Patsy Willene Muchmore 
Nov. 7, 2019

Remembering our friends & colleagues who died the previous yearThank you 
for donating to the

OKLAHOMA 
NEWSPAPER 

FOUNDATION
Barb Walter  

in memory of  
Neville Hancock

Andy & Karen Rieger  
in memory of  

David McCullough

If you would like to make a donation, please send a check to:
Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation,  

3601 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73105-5499

DEATHS continued from Page 8 

The last weekly issue 
of The Hennessey Clipper 
printed Oct. 15, 2020.

The newspaper will now 
be printed six times per 
year and is no longer a legal 
publication as defined by 
Title 25, Okla. Statute 106.

An article announcing 

the change in the Oct. 15 
issue said, “The Clipper 
will no longer publish 
wedding announcements, 
engagements, obituaries or 
legal notices because of the 
frequency of publication 
changes.”

“The content of the 

newspaper will be based on 
regional public policy and 
economic issues for western 
Oklahoma.”

The Clipper will tar-
get readers in Kingfisher, 
Blaine, Custer, Roger Mills, 
Ellis, Major and Woodward 
Counties. 

The Hennessey Clipper 
is owned by Trail Miler Co., 
LLC, which also owns The 
Okeene Record, The Canton 
Times, The Thomas Tri-
bune and The Dewey Coun-
ty Record.

Hennessey Clipper announces end of weekly 
publication to new format of six times per year
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As I type this column we 
have had no power at my 
home for 12 days. This is 
my short list of things to 
have on site to survive long 
term power outages: 

1.	 Battery backup packs 
for cell phones – two for 
each phone, one to leave at 
a friend’s house and one to 
charge the phone. 

2.	 A generator. It’s a 
must for newspapers. A 
day after the ice storm you 
couldn’t find one anywhere 
and Amazon/Walmart and 
other stores couldn’t deliv-
er these for a week. Try to 
have one before you need 
it. If you have a big storm, 
power may not be back on 
for a week or more.   

3.	 Extension cords for the 
generator you obtained. 

4.	 LED flashlights. Batter-
ies last a long time in these. 
The type that fit on your 
forehead are best for work-
ing in the dark.

5.	 A cell phone plan with 
unlimited data that can 
broadcast the internet to 
your computers. 

6.	 A flash drive for mov-
ing files around if there is 
no internet and network. 

7.	 A complete copy of 
your newspaper (all sec-
tions) with all the art and 
fonts on each computer so 

you can build pages on any 
of them. 

8.	Laptops with good 
working batteries are a 
great tool in this environ-
ment. Battery backups for 
desktops don’t work well 
without a generator. Make 
sure good battery backup 
surge protectors are on all 
desktops plugged into gen-
erators to keep clean power 
going to the computers. 

9.	 A 4G LTE lite modem 
that can hand out WiFi to 
the office is a great storm 
tech type gadget.  

Instead of using some-
one’s phone to generate 
a WiFi signal, these little 
modems hand out the WiFi 
service to 10 to 15 comput-
ers/devices at once. 

Several papers have these 
as part of their normal 
phone service. The one 
from Netgear for $250 is 
good but if the budget is 
a problem, go for a ZTE 
ZMax or Straight Talk 
modem for around $50.

Some modems run more 
computers at once or could 
be plugged into the router 
on site to give the wired 
computers internet. These 
quickly sell out at stores 
during storms. It might be 
good to have one on hand 
this winter/spring. Some 
even have rechargeable 
batteries for loss of power 
situations.

Hot spot modems require 
a SIM card like a cell 

phone. AT&T month-to-
month plans start at $25. 
The plans are based on 
how much data is used. 

Walmart also sells the 
pay-as-you-go chips. Only 
$45 buys a Straight Talk 
card with 25GB of data 
transfers to make the above 
modems work. 

BLACK FRIDAY SALES
Black Friday is once 

again upon us. Sales now 
start in early November so 
now’s the time to be look-
ing for deals.

If you’re looking for a 
laptop make sure the hard 
drive in it is large enough 
for newspaper work. You 
need at least 500GB, but 
1000GB is better. Sale 
laptops seem to have great 
specs but smaller hard 
drives this year. They’re 
almost all solid state drives 
so it’s more expensive per 
byte. 

HP seems to be trying 
the hardest this year. Many 
of their laptops have top 
specs with very competitive 
pricing. 

Gateway computers 
are again being sold at 
Walmart. This 35-year-old 
company with the cow logo 
disappeared but the brand-
ing survived. Acer bought 
Gateway in 2007 and has 
partnered with Walmart 
exclusively to sell these 
lower end computers and 
tablets with good specs. 

Dell is joining the rush 
towards Black Friday as 
well. Try looking at the 
sales on Black Friday (Nov. 
27) or Cyber Monday (Nov. 
30). A lot of the Dell com-
puters I’ve seen on sale so 
far only have 8GB of RAM 
memory. Look for one 
with 12GB, or expandable 
to 12GB. More RAM and 
a bigger hard drive means 
the computer will last lon-
ger in the update cycles. 

M1 CHIP MACS RELEASED
Retailers are dumping 

Apple’s older co-processor 
computers ahead of the 
release of the new ARM-
based Macs. The M1 chip is 
manufactured by Apple – 
not Intel – and is 2x faster.

Apple just released three 
new computers: a MacBook 
Air for $999, MacBook Pro 
for $1299 and, amazingly, a 
Mac Mini for $699. 

Apple started selling the 
new models right after its 
conference. They’ll ship the 
week before Thanksgiving 
with Apple’s new operating 
system: Big Sur Mac OS X 
10.16. There are three types 
of apps that run on the new 
computers – hybrid apps, 
called Universal, run Intel 
or M1; M1 native apps like 
Safari; and Rosetta 2 for 
apps that need Intel code.

Photoshop was listed 
as making the leap soon. 
Apps that run on iPhones 
and iPad will run on the 
new M1 Macs completing 
Apple’s vision for seamless 
integration.

Big Sur is a “wait and 
see” upgrade. Rosetta 2 
needs to be tested by users 
to determine how well it 
runs older programs. 

Storm readiness, Black Friday Deals, Apple ARM Laptops
Computer Notes

from the road
by Wilma Newby

wnewby@okpress.com

LEGAL ADVICE
is just one of the benefits of being a member of the Oklahoma Press 
Association’s Legal Services Plan. Remove the worry of needing  
professional advice by enrolling today. For more information contact:

OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION’S 

LEGAL SERVICES PLAN 

1-888-815-2672 or 405-499-0020

OPA Computer Consultant Wilma Newby’s 
column is brought to you by the Oklahoma 
Advertising Network (OAN). For more infor-
mation on the OAN program, contact Okla-
homa Press Service at (405) 499-0020.
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The Oklahoma Press 
Association Board of Direc-
tors met Oct. 15, 2020, at 
the OPA office in Oklahoma 
City.

Officers attending were 
President Mike Strain, 
Tulsa World; Vice President 
John Denny Montgomery, 
The Purcell Register; Trea-
surer Jeff Mayo, Sequoyah 
County Times; and Past 
President Ray Dyer, El 
Reno Tribune.

Directors attending were 
Mark Millsap, The Norman 
Transcript; Zonelle Rain-
bolt, Wesner Publications; 
Don Mecoy, The Okla-
homan; Shauna Belyeu, 
The Eufaula Indian Jour-
nal; and Suzie Campbell, 
Countywide & Sun. Sheila 
Gay, Woodward News, was 
absent. Staff at the meeting 
was Executive Vice Presi-
dent Mark Thomas.

After calling the meeting 
to order, Strain asked the 
board to review minutes of 
the June 18, 2020 meeting. 
The minutes were approved 
as presented.

Board members 
reviewed the investment 
report for OPA and LSP, as 
well as the cash consolidat-
ed summary.

The board telephonical-
ly connected with auditor 
Mark Knol of HBC CPAs 
and Advisors during the 
meeting to review OPA and 
OPS audit reports for the 
period ending June 30, 
2020. After discussion, the 
board acknowledged receipt 
of the annual reports. 

During the financial 
review, Thomas presented 
the profit and loss state-
ment for the period ending 
Sept. 30, 2020. Thomas 
noted that convention 
income from sponsorship 

donations contributed 
before the delay of the 
2020 convention will be 
applied to the 2021 con-
vention. It was also noted 
that professional develop-
ment and travel had been 
eliminated so far this year.  
The Legal Services Plan 
profit and loss statement 
had no significant changes 
over last year, but a lawsuit 
has been filed against an 
LSP member that will be 
defended in the coming 
month. The board acknowl-
edged receipt of the OPA 
and LSP profit and loss 
statements.

Thomas reported that 
OPA dues were billed in 
early July and that only 36 
newspapers had not made 
a dues payment as of Sept. 
30, compared to 91 papers 
that had not made a pay-
ment by that time in the 
previous fiscal year.

BOARD APPROVES 
AWARDS COMMITTEE
RECOMMENDATIONS

Rainbolt reported that 
the OPA Awards Commit-
tee had a conference call 
on July 2 and had three 
recommendations for the 
board to review including 
1) allowing submission of 
content from a newspaper’s 
e-edition (digital replica); 
2) clarification in the adver-
tising category to add a rule 
stating that inserted niche 
products, sales promotions 
or magazines be removed 
from mailed newspaper 
entries; and 3) adoption of 
an equal distribution meth-
od for circulation divisions 
in the 2020 contest. After 
discussing the recommen-
dations, including discus-
sion about penalties for 
alteration of digital entries, 

the board unanimously 
approved the recommenda-
tions.

RCFP HIRES ATTORNEY 
FOR OKLAHOMA 

In an update on the 
Reporters Committee 
for Freedom of the Press 
(RCFP), Thomas said 
KatieBeth Gardner, an 
attorney from the Tulsa 
area, has been hired to start 
the Local Legal Initiative 
in Oklahoma. Gardner cur-
rently works for Still She 
Rises. RCFP is currently 
working to set up adviso-
ry groups of attorneys to 
guide her in details about 
tribal law and courts. 
Thomas also said RCFP will 
be setting up an advisory 
committee to help identify 
and strategically work to 
improve case law in Okla-
homa, particularly regard-
ing open records important 
to journalists.

ASSOCIATE  
MEMBERSHIP APPROVED

In other business, 
the board reviewed and 
unanimously approved 
the associate membership 
application of Barbara Vice, 
former publisher of the 
Drumright Gusher and Yale 
News.

OPA SURVEY RESULTS
Thomas reviewed the 

results of the membership 
survey conducted this sum-
mer to help understand the 
value of membership ben-
efits and services provided 
by OPA and OPS.

Among top value for all 
members was legislative 
work and lobbying, staff 
availability to answer ques-
tions, legal services for 
members, print advertising 

sales, traveling computer 
consultant, convention 
and contest.  In the lowest 
values were items such as 
hotel trade agreements, 
content exchange, online 
networking and webinars, 
and mailed death notices.  

The board discussed how 
to adapt, refine, and mod-
ernize many of the current 
and new benefits to help 
members in more immedi-
ate ways.  

After discussing the 
results, the board asked 
Thomas to come up with 
a list of action items and 
revisions to present at the 
next board meeting on Dec. 
10, 2020. 

OPS BOARD MEETING
At the Oklahoma Press 

Service meeting, board 
members approved the 
minutes of the June 18, 
2020, meeting, and noted 
that the OPS annual audit 
report as of June 30, 2020, 
had been received and 
reviewed during the OPA 
meeting.

Thomas presented the 
profit and loss statement 
ending Sept. 30, 2020, 
which showed a loss due to 
reduction in ad placement 
in the first quarter of the 
year. Thomas said OPS 
would continue to work 
on selling ads. The board 
acknowledged receipt of the 
profit and loss statement.

Following the manage-
ment review, Strain told 
Thomas that the board 
appreciated him and the 
staff, as well as the effort 
and results of the recent 
member survey. 

OPA Board of Directors meet  in OKC
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 From time to time in the 
Sequoyah County Times, 
you can find a framed 
photo on the Opinion page 
described in three lines of 
five, seven and five sylla-
bles for a total of 17.

Jeff Mayo, publisher 
of the Sequoyah County 
Times, writes the haiku to 
accompany a photo he took, 
which appears on the Opin-
ion page.

Mayo said his dad, Jim 
Mayo, began writing poetry 
for the newspaper in the 
late 1980s or early 1990s 
after seeing a photo and 
poem by James Russell 
Wiggins in The Ellsworth 
(Maine) American newspa-
per.

“My dad considered The 
American the best-edited 
community newspaper 
in the country,” said Jeff 
Mayo. 

And with that, Jim Mayo 
began writing poetry to 
describe photos on the 
Opinion page.

“My dad, always want-
ing to downplay any talent 
he might have, labeled 
his poetry ‘doggerel’ to be 
sure folks didn’t expect too 
much or believe my dad 
thought of himself as a 
poet,” said Jeff.

“He likely didn’t suc-
ceed because most folks 
wouldn’t know what ‘dog-
gerel’ meant anyway.”

Mayo said he’s continued 
the tradition because like 
Wiggins and his dad prob-
ably thought, “it’s a good 
way to provide commentary 
about a local photo in a 
unique way.”

“Running national polit-
ical cartoons in a commu-
nity newspaper isn’t a very 

effective way to serve our 
mission,” said Mayo. “But, I 
have to do it far more than 
I want.”

Mayo said he moved to 
the haiku format because 
he liked the hard bound-
aries that keeps him from 
saying too much as well 
as the challenge of saying 
enough in just three lines.

“Also, it makes it easier 
for my designer,” he said.

Jeff and his dad, who 
died last year, occasionally 
collaborated on the haiku.

“My two favorites 

involved photos of a toilet 
sitting in a ditch on a coun-
try road and a chicken dead 
in the middle of Hwy. 64,” 
said Mayo.

Submissions of any other 
poetry are not allowed, he 
said.

“I’ve kept my dad’s rule 
in place and, like him, free-
ly violate it.”

Sequoyah County Times 10/23/2020

November 3, 2020 1:45 pm / 

Agriculture is vital to any economy, 
and Cherokee Nation’s is no exception. 
Likewise, agribusinesses, or economic 
activity in the agriculture arena, are 
essential in meeting the basic healthy 
food needs for Cherokee people. Food 
security is always an issue for our citi-
zenry and it has only been magnified 
during the COVID-19 crisis, which has 
hit northeast Oklahomans hard.

Early on during the pandemic, the 
Cherokee Nation launched an elder 
emergency food distribution program 
so Cherokee elders could shelter in place and stay 
safe without worrying about access to food. Un-
der this program, Cherokee Nation has distributed 
more than 30,000 boxes with enough food to pro-
vide almost 6 million meals. Additionally, we served 
more than 28,000 ready-made meals after many se-
nior nutrition sites were temporarily closed.

In taking on this challenge, we found that dry 
goods, canned goods and produce were easy to come 
by, but getting enough protein from markets across 
the country proved difficult and costly. To break 
down these barriers, we will be taking on a more 
direct role in food production. Cherokee Nation is 
repurposing one of our properties in Tahlequah – 
a 12,000-square-foot building off Highway 51 that 
once housed a horticultural nursery -- to construct a 
new meat processing facility.

The facility will grow in phases, first serving Cher-
okees who need help getting enough healthy food 
and then potentially expanding into the larger com-
mercial marketplace. We are moving quickly, but 
carefully, so we can use federal Coronavirus Relief 
Funds for a portion of the capital costs.

In due time, the facility will help expand our re-
gion’s agriculture business sector. It will be ready for 
processing beef, bison and pork in the near future, 
and potentially venison down the road. We’ll be able 
to get food directly to our citizens and provide our 
tribal nutrition centers with fresh locally sourced 
protein. We’ll be able to supplement the Cherokee 
Nation’s traditional food distribution program, as 
well as the COVID-related emergency food pro-
gram, for elders and families in need.

The Deputy Chief and I, the administration’s cabi-
net, the Council of the Cherokee Nation, our emer-
gency food program and our Natural Resources De-

I have no question that the 
arrival of the novel coronavi-
rus, COVID-19, has changed 
our lives. Beyond just being 
encouraged to wear a mask, 
wash your hands and keep 
a proper social distance, this 
disease has placed us in a so-
cial isolation. 

Now Will Rogers once said, 
“Do the best you can and don’t 
take life too serious.” Most of-
ten I agree with Will’s train of 
thought. However, when my phone dings 
and I get a message saying that here in 
Oklahoma we had 1,472 new cases of CO-
VID-19 and 11 Oklahomans died of the 
disease yesterday. How do you not take it 
seriously? That would be like getting hit in 
the head with a 2x4 and claiming it didn’t 
hurt. 

I got a second message that said a local 
mall was emptied when a man’s handgun 
accidently went off in his pocket. Maybe 
Will had a point.

We should thank the good Lord if we 
find ourselves in this bubble of solidary 
existence with someone we love, someone 
who know us best. I’m quite blessed. Still, 

I’ve discovered that my COVID bubble 
isn’t large enough to include everyone I 
love.  

We are encouraged, depending on our 
technology level, to zoom or text or tele-
phone those trapped outside our bubble. 
Satisfying? Not really. Better than nothing? 
You bet. The same as? No way.  

I have found that an old-fashioned letter, 
pen and paper style, serve my ends beyond 
all the technological marvels that surround 
me.  There is something quite satisfying 
and solid about a letter.  It has texture and 
scent. It can be read and revisited. 

Do you have something you want to 
share?  Write it. I have written before that 
the children of your children and their 
children love to receive mail.  Especially if 
you include a little “green paper”.

I’ve heard a new phrase, virtual intimacy, 
floating about. I have not found the dis-
tance handshake to be satisfying at either 
greeting or parting. There is no virtual 
replacement for the huge hug of a great-
grandchild. Have you ever thought about 
how much of a hug is physical contact and 
how much is emotional contact? COV-
ID-19 has encouraged me to think about 

Just Thinkin'
Hal McBride
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Your TIMES welcomes letters to the editor on 
any subject of public interest. We do not publish 
letters concerning commercial disputes or those 
containing personal attacks. Because of space limi-
tations, we must ask that you limit your letters to 
no more than 500 words. Letters longer than 500 
words will be edited down to the 500-word limit. 
This is done so that we can publish the maximum 
number of letters, and everyone has equal access to 
the letters column. Always be sure to include your 
daytime telephone number and mailing address so 
we can verify authorship. Anonymous letters are 
not printed and space limitations allow only one 
letter per month.

500 word limit

BY JOYCE SEQUICHIE HIFLER
Rich sources of oil exist all-

over the world--particularly 
in our own country. Some-
one says we are out of oil 
and intelligent people echo 
that same sentiment without 
a whisper of knowledge that 
it is so.

Energy is energy. Wheth-
er it powers machines or 
quickens the mind to think 
and create, it is power and 
it comes from the same 
source. So few recognize this 
point that gives us life and 
support. Precious energy is 
lost when we sit idly twid-
dling our thumbs and saying 
the end of all good is here. 
Energy is prayer and work 
and we’re the ones to insti-
gate it.

So much energy is wasted 
but we can take steps in our 
own lives to use it wisely, 
whether it is oil or mental 
power. Who would ever have 
thought the Dead Sea is full 
of wealth? The Scriptures 
say that it is and the area 
nearby is rich in oil. But who 
reads the Scriptures?

Think on             
these things

— Sequoyah County Times, Oct. 26, 1995
From the files of Your Sequoyah County Times

This Week in County History

GRDA not for sale 
says Gov Keating A Word of Advice for Hunters

(Especially Young Ones)
Dear Editor:

Hunting season is upon us, which 
means everyone who owns a bow or a 
gun is wanting to get into the woods and 
SHOOT SOMETHING. This leads to all 
kinds of problems, including injured or 
killed livestock and pets, damaged fences 
and property, spotlighting at night, and 
especially, trespassing.

Here’s a little advice from a landowner: 
if you DON’T have permission directly 
from the landowner to hunt on their land, 
then you DON’T have permission. Just 
because your friend hunts there, it doesn’t 
mean he can give you permission. Just 
because your grandpa told you nobody 
lives there and he thinks it will be OK, you 
don’t have permission. Just because the 
landowner told you that you could hunt 
there last year, it doesn’t mean you have 
permission THIS YEAR. It’s your respon-
sibility to contact the landowner and ASK 
if hunting is OK – it’s not the landowner’s 
responsibility to hunt you down and up-
date your permissions.

ALSO, if you do elect to hunt where you 
DON’T have permission and are con-
fronted by the landowner, DO NOT nock 
an arrow in your bow and climb down 
from your tree-stand in a threatening 
manner, or aim your gun in the direction 
of the person who is confronting you. My 
husband could have sent a 17-year old to 
JAIL if he’d been willing to press charges 
for threatening with a deadly weapon. He 
elected not to, due to the age of the young 
man. We hope the young man will take 
this as a valuable lesson, and heed this ad-
vice in the future.

We believe hunting and harvesting wild 
animals is a valuable part of wildlife man-

agement practices. We just also believe 
landowners have the right to manage their 
own property.

 BJ TAYLOR, SALLISAW 

Different perspective: different 
desires; different M.O. = NO UNITY!
Dear Editor:

Environment plays a mighty important 
role in our perception, passions and pri-
orities of our personal life. 

I was born on a hot day in July 1944, at 
Long and grew up on the flint rock hills 
around Stilwell picking strawberries for 
six cents per quart and maybe I could get 
50 to 60 quarts in four or five hours: and 
the bean and pea fields around Dutch 
Mills earning 1 and ½ cents per pound at 
the pay scales: on a good day I could pick 
a little over 200 pounds; and then there 
was the spinach patch in the river bottoms 
for the Owen’s; a 20 pound basket of those 
greens would make me 15 cents: wow! 

If I hurried I might get 20 baskets in 
four hours and only cut three of my fin-
gers. I used to daydream, like others, but 
my hope was to get 10 cents for a quart of 
strawberries, 2 cents per pound for beans 
and peas and 20 cents per basket of spin-
ach. 

My dream was within reason instead of 
wishful thinking or a fantasy. Today I hear 
people griping to government officials be-
cause they don’t represent their views and 
values; then they get a mob to march and 
demand that their prayers be answered or 
somebody is going to be sorry. 

I guess they grew up in a different en-
vironment than me; maybe they threw 
a temper tantrum and got the toy they 
wanted: maybe they bullied the school 

Letters to the Editor

25 Years Ago
(From the Oct. 22 and Oct. 26, 1995, issues of the 

Sequoyah County Times)
–State officials said the new tourism center on the 

west bound side of Interstate 40, east of Sallisaw, 
will open by mid-November.

They hope. Construction delays have delayed the 
building’s opening several times.

The project, including the tourism center and rest 
area on the opposite side of I-40 eastbound, was 
begun in October 1993, and was given 450 calen-
dar days to be completed, including weekends, or 
about 15 months.

Twenty-four months later, state officials are hop-
ing the center is ready for occupancy in another 30 
days.

Just Thinkin'

SEE LETTERS, PAGE A7

SEE HISTORY, PAGE A7

SEE JUST THINKIN', PAGE A7

SEE CHIEF CHAT, PAGE A7

I'm not yet merry

seems too early to start but

let's speed up this year

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS APPEARED THIS WEEK AT THE CORNER OF KERR BLVD AND RUTH AVENUE IN SALLISAW.

Let's move this along

PHOTO AND HAIKU BY JEFF MAYO

Chuck 
Hoskin Jr.
Cherokee Nation 
Principal Chief

Chief Chat

Growth of Cherokee 
Nation agribusiness 

means access to 
healthy food, jobs

Above: A recent photo and Haiku by Jeff Mayo on the Opinion page of the Sequoyah County Times.

Publisher describes photos with haiku

At right: The Ellsworth American 
continues to reprint photos and 

poems by James Russell Wiggins. 
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Each year Oklahoma 
newspapers honor veterans 
by writing their stories and 
running photos. 

This year, The Lawton 
Constitution took a new 
approach to honor those 
who have served our coun-
try by having some veterans 
tell their story in videos. 

The four-part limited 
series  features local veter-
ans who “bring you stories 
of the days that made them, 
in their own words,” said 
David Stringer, publisher of 
The Lawton Constitution.

The videos were pro-
duced by Gary Reddin, 
editor of The Lawton Con-
stitution’s 580 Monthly, 
with assistance from Chris 
Wilson, a former summer 
intern and military vet.

Most of the videos were 
recorded in Stringer’s 

office, with the exception of 
Part 2, which was filmed at 
the retirement home where 
the two Korean War veter-
ans live.

Stringer said the videos, 
online at https://www.
swoknews.com/collections/
forged_in_combat/forged-
in-combat/collection_
c6e66e20-1396-11eb-b7c2-
3f9113005fc1.html, will be 
available indefinitely.

“We have no plans to 
take them down,” said 
Stringer. 

It was important to be 
able to see and hear the 
veterans telling their stories 
in their own words, said 
Stringer.

“Initially, we wanted 
to focus on how combat 
has changed, and the evo-
lution of armaments and 
protective equipment. But 

it’s evolved into just them 
telling their stories, which I 
really like,” said Stringer.

The series was sponsored 
by Legend Driven Auto.  

The Lawton Constitution 10/29/2020

October 30, 2020 1:31 pm / 

2B  |  The Lawton Constitution Thursday, OcTOber 29, 2020

Forged In Combat
The Lawton Constitution and Legend Driven Cadillac, Buick, GMC will 
host a video series at swoknews.com with interviews from local veterans 

who have served in combat. The series, which will be released every 
Wednesday starting Oct. 21, will feature veterans from World War II to 

present telling their stories. A bonus video from a veteran who served in 
three different conflicts will be released on Veterans Day.

A new video will be released Nov 4.

5002 NW Cache Rd. • Lawton, OK
 580-355-1213

LegendDrivenLawton.com

Bruce Dwyer, Vietnam

Sponsored by:
Jim Thompson - WWII, Korea, Vietnam  

We believe that the 
best long-term and 
rehabilitative care 

is a combination 
of expert clinical 

skills and a caring, 
dedicated staff.

Call 580.536.2866 Today!
7604 Quanah Parker Trailway • Lawton, OK 73505

www.montevistarehab.com

• 24/7 Skilled Nursing Care
• Suites and Semi-Private 

Rooms
• Physical, Occupational

and Speech Therapy
• Dietary counseling and 

management

• Pain Management
• Medication Management
• Life enrichment center

and activities
• Main dining room and

In-room meal service

Volunteering

 855.527.7473

The “BER” months are the perfect time to become a 
member of our Hospice Volunteer Team!

Call Ginger Veal, Volunteer Program Manager
at 580.951.8301 to sign up!

Sports

We made it to 
the big one.

Despite in-
credibly high lev-
els of uncertainty 
through most of 
the year, we have 
arrived at the most 
anticipated game of 
the year in South-
west Oklahoma.

And no, I’m not 
talking about the 
Battle of the Wichitas, 
which we unfortunately 
will miss out on this year.

No, the game of the 
year will be played at 
7:30 p.m. Friday (as of this 
publication time) between 
No. 2 Marlow and No. 7 
Frederick, two unbeaten 
teams who have looked 
like serious Class 2A title 
contenders this season.

What makes this game 
so tantalizing is the var-
ious layers that make it 
such a great matchup.

First, you have the ob-
vious: both teams are un-
defeated and the district 
title is on the line (even 
though the district “ti-
tle” will essentially be de-
cided by coaches’ vote).

Next, these teams 
have some of the stingi-
est defenses you’ll see in 
the area, if not the whole 
state. Frederick is allow-
ing just 9 points a game, 
an average that’s actually 
skewed by the 26 points 
given up to Hobart (In 
the Bombers’ six other 
games, they’re allowing 
just 6.5, including four 
games in which they al-
lowed less than a touch-
down). Zach Rivas, Brian 
Higuera and Quinton 
Ellis are just some of the 
standouts on a defense 
that honors the Bomber 

monicker 
by flying 
around.

And Mar-
low is allow-
ing just over 
5 points a 
game in dis-
trict contests 
and haven’t 
given up 
more than a 
touchdown 

in a month. Linebacker 
Carson Moore is a tack-
ling machine who leads a 
defense that attacks and 
forces plenty of turn-
overs.

Those defenses are 
going up against pretty 
potent offenses that 
can pass the ball when 
needed, but really spe-
cialize in smashmouth 
football. Chase Knight 
leads a great running at-
tack for the Outlaws, who 
can also rely on QB Jace 
Gilbert and the Marro-
quins. Meanwhile, there 
might not be a better 1-2 
punch in small-school 
football than Frederick’s 
shifty Zac Mathews and 
hard-nosed Kyle Ed-
wards. But quarterbacks 
Gilbert and Adrian Gay-
tan have proven they can 
move the ball vertically 
too. What kind of style 
will we see most?

And finally, you’ve got 
the venue. Truly, you’d 
be hard-pressed to find 
a better venue for a big-
time, small-school battle 
than the Bomber Bowl. 
The stadium should be 
hopping, but here’s hop-
ing people still practice 
proper COVID-19 pre-
cautions.

I think this game is 
a slugfest with points 

coming at a premium. In 
the end, I think it’s a blue 
Halloween, Marlow 26, 
FREDERICK 21.

(Home team in 
CAPS)

APACHE 34, Minco 
27: The Warriors have a 
chance to bounce back 
from the Hobart loss 
in a big way in a game 
that has been moved to 
2 p.m. on Saturday.

ANADARKO 30, 
Mount St. Mary 13: 
MSM hasn’t played since 
early this month and 
outside of an early-sea-
son win over Christian 
Heritage, the Rockets 
haven’t done anything to 
make me believe they’re 
much for the Warriors to 
worry about.

WAURIKA 45, Tip-
ton 24: The Tigers hav-
en’t had much luck this 
season, and the Eagles 
likely aren’t in a helping 
mood.

Empire 60, CEN-
TRAL HIGH 14: The 
Bulldogs could make 
some serious noise come 
playoff time if they keep 
playing this kind of foot-
ball.

SNYDER 56, Cyril 
20: Two teams looking 
to make a statement.

Cordell 35, WAL-
TERS 7: The Battle of the 
Blue Devils goes to the 
visitors, I’m afraid.

DUNCAN 48, Altus 
8: Unfortunately, an-
other L for the Bulldogs, 
but they showed some 
glimpses of a solid run-
ning game late against 
MacArthur.

Last week: 4-3
Season record: 63-21

—gbrockenbush@swoknews.com

Big bout at the Bomber Bowl
PIGSKIN PICKS

GLEN

BROCKENBUSH
sPOrTs edITOr

positive is we get an ex-
tra week to prepare for 
Ardmore.”

The extra week also 
provides some time to 
recover from the wear 
and tear that comes with 
a football season. And 
while MacArthur doesn’t 
have any major injuries 
this year, it’s still benefi-
cial to have some extra 
time to recoup.

“When you get late in 
the season, extra time is 
good for that,” Manning 
said. “But there’s nothing 
major.
Effort matters

MacArthur’s 5 wins so 
far equals their average 
win total from the past 
three seasons. But keeping 
mind that this team is one 
4th-down stop against El 
Reno from leading the 
district, the Highlanders 

have seemed to exceeded 
most outsiders’ expecta-
tions. However, they’ve 
met the expectations of 
Manning and his coach-
ing staff, in large part 
due to how well they’ve 
practiced this year. And 
when it comes to practic-
ing hard, Mac has a sys-
tem for grading players.

“One of the things we 
really stress is the effort 
we give. We even grade 
our effort. Every player 
gets a technique grade and 
an effort grade,” Manning 
said. “It’s really simple. A 
coach just gives a plus or 
minus on every play. The 
player either gave what 
a coach considers to be 
great effort or they didn’t.

“It’s something that 
was long before I coached 
here. My dad (former 
MacArthur coach Ernie 
Manning) did it too.”
Helmet stickers

Beyond just getting 
graded for effort, play-
ers are also rewarded 

with helmet stickers, or 
“Highlanders”. While 
plenty of high school and 
college programs hand 
out helmet stickers, the 
MacArther version is still 
unique to the program.

“We’ve got a big spread-
sheet that has all the cri-
teria for getting one,” 
Manning said. “There’s 
probably 15-20 ways of 
getting one.”

Those ways include 
getting a high grade from 
game film, a big hit, a 
takeaway, a touchdown or 
even having a great week 
on scout team. While 
some may think indi-
vidual accolades encour-
age players to be focus 
on themselves, Manning 
begs to differ.

“I don’t think it pro-
motes individualism, 
because our players get 
excited when their team-
mates get them,” Manning 
said. “They really encour-
age one another.”

— Compiled by Glen Brockenbush

Mac 
Continued from Page 1B

12 speedster in the NFL 
who is close to Mays in 
height who is electric 
both on offense and spe-
cial teams.

“Receiver-wise, it’s Ja-
keem Grant,” Mays said. 
“He plays for the Mi-
ami Dolphins, went to 
Texas Tech. He’s one of 
the shortest guys in the 
league, but he’s so fast.”

As a senior, Mays is 
looked to by the coaches 
to set an example for the 
younger players. That 
kind of responsibility isn’t 
new for DaMion, who is 
the oldest of three, with 
a brother and sister both 

just a couple years behind 
him. Whether it’s for his 
family members or team 
members, he says lead-
ership is more evident in 
deeds than words.

“To me, actions speak 
louder than words,” Mays 
said. “Everything I do is 
for my family, no matter 
what it is.”

When he’s not playing 
football or hanging out 
with family — or eating 
his mom’s famous meat-
loaf — Mays is somewhat 
of a history buff. While 
math is also one of his 
strong suits, he said his-
tory is probably his fa-
vorite subject, especially 
when it comes to studying 
the Middle Ages.

“It’s very interesting, 
the things they did, es-

pecially the English,” he 
said. “It’s cool to see how 
it still affects the modern 
times.”

After high school, Da-
Mion hopes to study fi-
nance or business at a 
school in Texas, stating 
that the business oppor-
tunities in the Lone Star 
State might be too good 
to pass up. Until then, he’s 
trying to finish up his ca-
reer with the Highlanders 
on a high note and hopes 
the fans and coaches re-
member him for his work 
ethic and hopefully some-
thing even greater by De-
cember.

“How I made an im-
pact, just being on the 
team and hopefully I can 
say we won a ring and a 
Gold Ball,” Mays said.

Mays 
Continued from Page 1B

“You could see a few of 
them waving through the 
windows, their hands to 
the windows,” Vargas said.

“This is amazing,” she 
said. “I’m from East Los 
Angeles, born and raised, 
and I used to hear the 
Dodgers on a transistor 
radio when I was 14 years 
old.”

“There’s families, there’s 
kids,” she said. “We’ve got 
young, cheering fans. It’s 
awesome to see how we 
can get together and be 
peaceful.”

Vargas said many peo-
ple were wearing masks.

Officials had urged fans 
to avoid crowds and prac-
tice social distancing when 

celebrating to reduce the 
risk of coronavirus. County 
health authorities have 
blamed gatherings related 
to the Lakers’ and Dodgers’ 
championship seasons for 
spreading COVID-19 and 
preventing the county from 
reopening more quickly 
amid the pandemic.

In a year when they 
couldn’t pack the stands at 
Chavez Ravine and enjoy 
a Dodger dog with their 
baseball, fans gathered near 
Dodger Stadium, and mo-
torists honked and cheered 
as part of an impromptu 
parade down Sunset Bou-
levard. Generations of fam-
ilies memorialized the end 
of a championship drought 
that began in 1988.

Although Tuesday night 
celebrations were largely 
peaceful, some objects 
were thrown at police, and 

officers fired rubber bul-
lets, according to the Los 
Angeles Times.

“We’re seeing some 
large, at times unruly 
crowds, taking over inter-
sections in various parts of 
the city,” the Los Angeles 
Police Department wrote 
on Twitter. “We urge all 
Angelenos to stay home 
if possible. If you must be 
out, please exercise cau-
tion. Should you encoun-
ter a large crowd, do not at-
tempt to drive through it.”

Police declared an un-
lawful assembly early 
Wednesday in a downtown 
LA neighborhood where 
windows were shattered 
and shops were looted. 
Television news footage 
showed at least two people 
in handcuffs.

Dodgers 
Continued from Page 1B

said. “This time of year, 
second is great, it’s just 
not good enough.”

There are spots for 
three other drivers to join 
Joey Logano for a run at 
the championship in the 
season finale Nov. 8 at 
Phoenix.

Kevin Harvick, Denny 
Hamlin, Brad Keselowski 
are above the cutline go-
ing to Martinsville. Alex 
Bowman and Chase El-
liott are both 42 points 
behind the cutoff, while 
Truex is 53 back and Kurt 
Busch 98.

The 57th career victory 

for Kyle Busch gives him at 
least one win in every year 
since 2005. The two-time 
Cup champion got his 
fourth Cup win at Texas, 
and his first Cup win since 
his championship-crown-
ing win at Homestead last 
November.

“We got it and I was so 
nervous,” Busch said. “The 
last three laps. that’s like 
winning a championship, 
that’s how nervous I was.”

Busch led five times 
and was in front for 90 of 
the 334 laps at the 1 1/2-
mile Texas track that was 
finally dried out after more 
than three days of misty 
conditions and drizzle 
combined with cool tem-
peratures.

Temperatures were 

in the mid-40s when 
the race finally resumed 
Wednesday after being 
on hold for 72 hours, 28 
minutes, 34 seconds. The 
race was red-flagged Sun-
day after 52 laps because 
of the precipitation that 
lingered until Wednesday 
morning.

Bowman finished fifth 
at Texas, just ahead of Ke-
selowski and Kurt Busch. 
Hamlin was ninth, Lo-
gano 10th and Harvick, 
who had won the pre-
vious three fall races in 
Texas, was 16th after re-
suming Wednesday a lap 
back because of damage 
to his right side when he 
brushed the wall while 
leading on Sunday. Elliott 
finished 20th.

NASCAR 
Continued from Page 1B

Lawton Constitution video series features 
local veterans telling their own stories

The third issue of “Hei-
nous Crimes of Ada” was 
recently produced by The 
Ada News.

Maurisa Nelson, pub-
lisher of The Ada News, 
said staff came up with the 
idea for the magazine five 
years ago.  

Prior to producing the 
magazine, the staff dis-
cussed the community 
reaction, said Nelson.

“We thought we might 
face backlash, making 
money on others pain,” 
Nelson said.

Although there was con-
cern, the staff went ahead 
and compiled story ideas, 
starting with 40 prospect 
stories.

When Netflix released 
a crime documentary tele-
vision series in late 2018, 
which was based in Ada, 
the newspaper leaped into 
production with its first 
issue of “Heinous Crimes of 
Ada.”

 “We ordered 1,000 
extra copies and sold out 
in just a few months at $5 
a copy,” Nelson said. “We 
have successfully published 
three issues. The communi-
ty loves them. 

“While people may 
think crime is not a good 
promotion for their home-

town, the readers think 
opposite. Investigation Dis-
covery, First 48, Dateline 
and many other TV series 
have proven Americans 
are crime junkies. We just 
found a way to localize it to 
our market,” said Nelson.

Fifteen stories are fea-
tured in the magazine. Full 
page, full color ads are 
available at $500 per page. 
Nelson said  the stories are 
planned three months in 
advance so advertisers and 
the sales team know the 
content.
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All submissions for this week’s puzzle 
must be submitted by 9 a.m. Monday. 

New submissions for this week’s 
puzzle will not be accepted once 
a new puzzle has been published.

Heinous 

THE ADA NEWS
2020 - Issue 3

of Ada
Crimes

See Heinous Crimes 
2020 in today’s paper!

Ada Public Library 
has been awarded a 
$5,725 Health Literacy 
Grant from the Okla-
homa Department of 
Libraries.

Ada’s library will use 

Ada Public Library 
awarded Health 

Literacy Grant

By Richard R. Barron
| Senior Staff Writer

In an effort to better care 
for Ada and the surround-
ing communities, Landrum 
ENT is excited to announce 
the addition of a new audi-
ologist Alexandria Jackson, 
Au.D.

Jackson specializes in 
hearing evaluations, hear-
ing aids, aural rehabilita-
tion, dizziness evaluations, 
as well as tinnitus evalua-

tions and treatment. She is 
a member of the American 
Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association, where she has 
earned and maintained her 
Certificate of Clinical Com-
petence.

Jackson is a native Texan 
and very proud Univer-
sity of Arkansas Razorback 
alumni, where she was a 
student athlete and earned 
a bachelor’s degree in edu-

Landrum ENT grows 
audiology division

Submitted

The Ada Cougars hosted the Cushing Tigers for their last home game of the football season. Fans and students dressed in Halloween costumes for the 
game. Cushing defeated Ada, 23-21.

Richard R. Barron | The Ada News
The Ada High School marching band performs in Halloween costumes as Ada took on the Cushing Tigers Friday at Norris Field. The Cougars lost 23-21. 
See related photos on pages a7 and A8.

Friday Night Lights, Halloween edition

ALEXANDRIA JACKSON, AU.D.

Richard R. Barron
| The Ada News

Ada Public Library Director Jolene 
Poore.

Richard R. Barron | The Ada News
The Ada Public Library is shown Oct. 21.

SEE LANDRUM, PAGE A7

SEE GRANT, PAGE A7

Ada News produces third issue of popular 
magazine format ‘Heinous Crimes of Ada’
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WORTH MENTIONING  
SHAWNEE NEWS-STAR HONORS
LOCAL FIRST RESPONDERS

For the 
fourth year, 
The Shawnee 
News-Star is 
honoring the 
Local First 
Responder of 
the Year. Kim 
Morava, man-
aging editor 
of the News-
Star, said the 
award previously honored a firefighter 
but this year it was opened up to First 
Responders to include police and 
paramedics.

“Nominations have varied each 
year, but I think we’ve received more 
this year with the addition of police 
and paramedics,” Morava said.

The First Responder of the Year 
receives a plaque and $400; the sta-
tion receives a $100 gift certificate to 
the Rib Crib. Second place receives a 
plaque and $200. Winners are also 
featured in a story in the News-Star.

The promotion is sponsored by 
Shawnee Milling Company and Berk-
shire Hathaway Home Services Bench-
mark Realty.

DUNCAN BANNER’S PET WINNERS 
TO BE FEATURED IN CALENDAR

Winners 
of The Dun-
can Banner’s 
“Cutest Pet 
Contest” were 
announced Oct. 
31. 

First, second 
and third place 
winners won gift certificates while the 
top 13 will be featured in The Banner’s 
new pet calendar, which will publish 
in December.

Readers were encouraged to vote 
early and vote often for only $1 per 
vote. Proceeds benefitted the Stephens 
County Humane Society and The Dun-
can Banner Newspaper in Education 
program. 

GUYMON DAILY HERALD 
SHOWS OFF PET OF THE WEEK

Another cute pet idea 
is the Pet of the Week 
in the Guymon Daily 
Herald. Diana Pet Food 
sponsors a weekly ad in 
the newspaper featuring 
a photo of a local pet. 
Diana Pet Food has been 
a part of the community 
of Guymon since 2012. 

LAWTON CONSTITUTION ANNOUNCES 
ANNUAL PET CALENDAR CONTEST

The Lawton Constitution’s annual 
Pet Calendar Contest has kicked off. 
Readers are invited to mail or deliver a 
photo of their family pet to the news-
paper office. Photos of finalists will be 
published on Nov. 22 and voting in 
person and online voting begins. All 
votes cast online will be free; in per-
son voting will be $1 per vote with a 
five vote minimum. Voting will end on 
Nov. 30. The top 13 vote-getters will 
be featured in the annual Pet Calen-
dar delivered to all subscribers of The 
Lawton Constitution. Additional cop-
ies will be available at the newspaper 
office for the price of a Sunday news-
paper. A portion of voting proceeds 
will be donated to the Humane Society 
and other local shelters.

PERRY DAILY JOURNAL STAFF
COOKING UP READERS’ RECIPES

The staff at the Perry Daily Jour-
nal is ready to cook up some holiday 
favorites. Readers are asked to share 
their family recipes by mailing them to 
the newspaper. The staff will cook and 
try the recipes by video, which will be 
posted on Facebook. All recipe sub-
missions will be entered for a chance 
to win $50 Chamber Bucks. The reci-
pes will be printed in the Dec. 19 print 
edition of the Perry Daily Journal.

PONCA CITY NEWS ASKS KIDS 
HOW TO COOK TURKEY

The Ponca City 
News is asking kids 
to tell readers how 
to cook a delicious 
turkey for Thanks-
giving. The promo-
tion is sponsored by 
Kay County Farm 
Bureau and the 
Women’s Leader-
ship Committee. 
The ad provides a 
blank space for the 
kids to write or draw instructions on 
how to cook the turkey. Answers will 
be published in the Nov. 18 edition of 
The Ponca City News.

JOHNSTON COUNTY SENTINEL
HONORS LADY INDIANS

The Johnston 
County Sentinel fea-
tured a special four-
page, full color com-
memorative section 
in its Oct. 15 edition. 
The special section 
featured photos and 
statistics from the 
Lady Indians’ histo-
ry-making appear-
ance in the 2020 
Class 3A state fast-
pitch tournament 
and is sure to become a keepsake for 
players, parents and fans.

DAVIS NEWS OFFERS SPECIAL 
FOR THANKSGIVING ADS

As a thank you 
to advertisers, 
The Davis News is 
offering half price 
Thanksgiving and 
Christmas greeting 

ads. Alisha Thompson, publisher of 
The Davis News, said this is the sec-
ond year they offered the special. “We 
thought our response would be dif-
ferent due to Covid but we only have 
a few less than last year,” Thompson 
said. Any size is offered for half price 
and most ads are from businesses, she 
said.
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By Kaley Conner
Staff Reporter
Kaley@guymondaily-
herald.com

GUYMON – Guy-
mon High School 
(GHS) teacher Michael 
Patterson has been 
named one of the 12 fi-
nalists for Oklahoma’s 
2021 Teacher of the 
Year. 

Patterson, who 
teaches speech, debate 
and drama, was named 
Teacher of the Year at 
Guymon High earlier 
this year. In addition, 
all other finalists were 
named teachers of the 
year at their respective 

districts and were select-
ed by “educators, legis-
lators and members of 
business and nonprofit 
organizations” who re-
viewed the teachers’ ap-
plications, according to 
a release from the Okla-
homa State Department 
of Education (OSDE).

“I believe it is cru-
cial, educationally, that 
we treat students with 
respect as autonomous 
individuals with the 
ability and freedom to 
make choices about 
the paths they choose 
to take,” Patterson told 
the OSDE. “I also in-
sist upon the rigor of 

responsibility for those 
choices. Those lessons, 
to my mind, are as im-
portant as any that I 
teach.”

When asked to com-
ment on his selection 
as a finalist, Patterson 
said, “I am honored and 

humbled to have been 
selected as a finalist for 
Oklahoma’s Teacher of 
the Year. I’m pleased to 
be included with such 
an impressive group of 
fellow teachers that are 
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see FINALIST | page two

Patterson named Oklahoma 
Teacher of the Year finalist

(Courtesy photo)
Michael Patterson received his Teacher of the 
Year award from the Guymon Public School 
District in May. 

1 Year » $50/Household
3 Years » $135/Household
5 Years » $225/Household

apollomedflight.com                                                        866.864.1122

ENROLL TODAY!

On the Bricks with Melyn Johnson

“Sally is our little spitfire,”said her owner, 
Talisha Coleman. “She loves to play and 
LOVES to swim!”

(Courtesy photo)

Pet of the Week

A part of the community since 2012; we belong to Symrise, a leading company 
dedicated to fl avors and smells in the food, petfood and cosmetic industries. Here in 

Guymon we make palatants for dry and wet petfood. So when you open a petfood bag 
in you home, you're smelling one of our four plants in the North America region.

Cut out this ad and bring it to the drop box at the Guymon Daily Herald before April 15th 
and be entered to win a $50 gift card to the Golden Crown! We will be live on Facebook 

on April 15th with the Guymon Daily Herald to announce the winner.

Name: ______________________________________________

Number: ____________________________________________

Sponsored By:

Cut out this ad and bring it to the drop box at the 
Guymon Daily Herald (515 N Ellison St) before September29th to be 

entered to win a $50 gift card to Lumber Mart in Guymon!

Cut out this ad and bring it to the drop box at the Guymon 
Daily Herald (515 N Ellison St) before September 29th, and be 

entered to win a $50 gift card to Zak’s Cheese!

Cut out this ad and bring it to the drop box at the Guymon Daily 
Herald (515 N Ellison St) before October 29th to be entered to win 

a $50 gift card to Lumber Mart in Guymon!

The art world is a wild 
and crazy place, full of 
mammoth sculptures, 
beautiful oil paintings, 
and thought - provoking 
installations, explains a 
chapter in The Book of 
Bizarre Truths. In most 
of the world’s museums, 
the majority of the art 
on display is created by 
and about men.

Manhattan is con-
sidered one of the most 

dynamic areas on the 
planet. This was espe-

cially true in the 1980s, 
an era of Reaganomics, 
cheap rent, AIDS, punk 
rock, and a boundary – 
breaking art scene. Per-
formance artists were 
blurring the lines and 
causing a stir.

One group causing a 
stir was founded in 1985 

Goodwell FFA shooting sports 
team travels to Woodward

By Aspyn Martin
Aspynmartin@yahoo.
com

The Goodwell FFA 
shootiong sports team 
travelled to Woodward, 
Okla., for the Wood-
ward FFA Sporting 
Clays Contest on Thurs-
day, Oct. 15 and brought 
home both a first place 
and a third place award. 

The game (or sport) 
of sporting clays is the 
closest to actual hunt-
ing in the field—it was 

designed to simulate the 
hunting of upland birds, 
waterfowl and even 

rabbits. When it comes 
to hunting or sporting 
clays, you have to locate 

your target or wild game 

The Goodwell FFA shooting sports team brought two awards home from 
the Woodward FFA Sporting Clays Contest.

(Courtesy photo)

see TEAM | page two

Proudly Serving you!
625 US-54

Guymon, OK 73942

580.338.8488

We Support our 

Standard Supply

Healthcare 
Heroes!

580.338.8488
Proudly serving 

you!

625 US 54
Guymon, OK

Mon - Sat: 8am - 6pm
Sunday: 1pm - 5pm

Proudly serving 
you!

Raising awareness for 
Leukemia fighters and 

survivors!

Home of  Benny and Lana Smith

WEEKEND, October 24-25, 2020

Local physician speaks on 
COVID-19 surges

By Annette Gandara
Staff Reporter
agandar@guymondai-
lyherald.com

GUYMON- Yester-
day, the Texas County 
Health Department 

shared the current CO-
VID-19 update. With 
1,760 cumulative cases, 
89 being active cases, 
10 deaths and 1,661 re-
covered, Texas County 
is still seeing COV- ID-19’s presence and 

should take the precau-

tions advised by local 
physicians and the  Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC).

With the outbreaks 

see BRICKS | page two

see SURGES | page two
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standing in l ine for 
sometimes hours to vote 
in-person absentee.

Comanche County 
Election Board Secre-
tary Amy Sims is remind-
ing voters that the same 
safety protocols that ap-
plied in the courthouse 
during in-person ab-
sentee voting Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday will 
apply to precincts across 
the county. To protect 
voters and precinct work-
ers from COVID-19, 
the number of people 
allowed to vote at one 
time will be limited to 
ensure social distancing 
of at least 6 feet. In addi-
tion, voters should wear 
masks or face coverings, 
and precinct workers will 
do routine sanitation of 
precinct sites. Voters also 
must present photo iden-
tification or voter regis-
tration cards to receive 
a ballot.

Races on Comanche 
County ballots include 
the Comanche County 
race for sheriff. Residents 
will decide whether in-
cumbent Kenny Strad-
ley, a Democrat, will be 
re-elected to the office he 
has held since 1989. His 
challenger is Dell Gallo-

way, a Lawton Republi-
can who has been in law 
enforcement for 13 years 
and now is a lieutenant 
and patrol supervisor 
with the Comanche Na-
tion Police Department.

Stephens County resi-
dents will be deciding on 
the county commissioner 
for District 2, deciding 
between Incumbent Todd 
Churchman, a Duncan 
Republican, and Lonnie 
L. Estes, an Independent 
from Empire who also is 
a lifelong Republican with 
a background in law en-
forcement.

Lawton area residents 
also will be deciding on 
races for the Oklahoma 
House, to include:

District 62: Incumbent 
Daniel Pae, a Lawton Re-
publican who is seeking 
his second term, and chal-
lenger Larry Bush, a Law-
ton Democrat who owns 
an insurance agency.

District 64: Incumbent 
Rande Worthen, a Law-
ton Republican who is a 
retired assistant district 
attorney, and challenger 
Kyle Emmett Meraz, a 
Lawton Democrat who is 
a registered nurse.

District 65: Incumbent 
Toni Hasenbeck, an Elgin 
Republican and educator 
who is seeking her second 
term, and challenger Jen-
nifer Kerstetter, a Marlow 
Democrat who is a regis-
tered nurse.

Ballots also will in-
clude two state questions.

State Question 805 
would amend the Okla-
homa Constitution and 
end the use of sentence 
enhancements against 
non-violent repeat offend-
ers, meaning district attor-
neys would lose the ability 
to seek a longer sentence 
against someone who has 
never been convicted of a 
violent felony (meaning 
offenses defined in Section 
571 of Title 57, Oklahoma 
Statutes). Supporters say 
the action will reduce the 
state’s high imprisonment 
rate by removing offend-
ers who are not a threat 
to society, while lessening 
costs. Opponents say the 
question would increase 
Oklahoma’s crime rate 
and prevent the Legisla-
ture from modifying the 
list of crimes State Ques-
tion 805 considers vio-
lent, while forcing courts 
to treat repeat domestic 
abusers and drunk drivers 
as non-violent criminals.

State Question 814 
would amend the Okla-
homa Constitution to 
change the allocation 
of funding from the To-
bacco Settlement Endow-
ment Trust Fund (TSET). 
The division of funds now 
designates 75 percent of 
funding to TSET and 25 
percent to the General 
Fund for appropriation 
by the Legislature. SQ 

814 would reverse that 
percentage, and specify 
that the 75 percent al-
located to the General 
Fund would be spent to 
cover Oklahoma’s cost of 
expanding its Medicaid 
program. Supporters said 

there still will be sufficient 
funding for the programs 
TSET supports, while giv-
ing Oklahoma an option 
for the matching funds it 
must provide to receive 
additional Medicaid funds 
from the federal govern-

ment. Critics say diverting 
money away from TSET 
to bail out the budget or 
other state expenditures 
could harm a program 
that is making strides in 
reducing tobacco use and 
improving public health.

20
21 PE T

CALENDAR
All Pet
Photos
Accepted

• Dogs
• Cats
• Horses
• Bunnies
• Fish
• Goats
• Birds
• Turtles
• Alpacas
• Turkeys

and 
more!!
FREE!

Deadline For Entries Wednesday November 18, 2020

STOP BY THE LAWTON CONSTITUTION
Mail or Email a picture of your pet along with a 
brief description and NAME!
Send or drop off entries to:
102 SW 3rd Street • Lawton, OK 73501
Email: debbie.jung@swoknews.com

61st Annual
Christmas
• Gourmet Sampling

• Savings and a chance to win 
one of our many door prizes

Friday, November 6th
& Saturday, November 7th

Local

COMANCHE COUNTY 
PRECINCTS
1. First Assembly of God 
Church, 2201 NW 82nd.
2. First Baptist Church 
West, 7302 Cache Road.
3. Community Church, 
4415 Cache Road, Suite 
B.
7. Western Hills Church of 
Christ, 1108 NW 53rd.
8. St. Paul’s United Meth-
odist Church, 910 NW 
38th.
9. Bible Baptist Church, 
7501 W. Lee.
11. Faith Bible Church, 
1402 Parkridge Blvd.
13. North Side Baptist 
Church, 1715 NW Taylor.
14. Abundant Life Chris-
tian Church, 509 NW Wo-
odridge Dr.
15. Salt of the Earth 
Church, 2209 NW 25th.
17. Calvary Assembly of 
God Church, 2402 NW 
Bell.
19. Christian Church, 
1802 NW Elm.
20. Nazarene Church, 
1404 NW Arlington.
21. Bethlehem Baptist 
Church, 602 NW Arling-
ton.

25. Owens Multi-Purpose 
Center, 1305 S. 11th.
26. Immanuel Baptist 
Church, 1314 S.11th.
27. Great Plains Coliseum 
Annex Building, 920 S. 
Sheridan Road.
29. E.E. Davis Activity 
Building, 3416 Overland 
Drive.
30. Abundant Life Chris-
tian Church, 509 NW Wo-
odridge Drive.
31. Trinity Assembly of 
God, 202 SE 45th.
32. Patterson Community 
Center, 4 NE Arlington.
33. Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church, 41 SE 
Ford Road.
34. Church of Christ at 
Park Lane, 4906 Avalon.
35. Meers Community 
Center, Meers.
36. Medicine Park Town 
Hall,154 E. Lake Drive, 
Medicine Park.
37. Paradise Valley 
Baptist Church, 4974 
Meers-Porter Hill Road.
38. Connection Church, 
102 NE Windy Road, El-
gin.
39. Fletcher Community 
Center, 504 W. Cole.
40. Lady’s Town & Coun-

try, 220 W. Main, Sterling.
41. Senior Citizens Room, 
900 Post Oak Plaza, Indi-
ahoma.
42. First Baptist Church 
of Cache, 4th and E.
43. Flower Mound School, 
2901 SE Flower Mound 
Road.
45. Wesley Chapel 
Church, 12604 SW Wood-
lawn Road.
46. Chattanooga Civic 
Center, 305 3rd.
48. Geronimo City Hall, 
100 Main.
49. Letitia Baptist Church, 
1 mile south of Oklahoma 
7 on Oklahoma 65.
50. Holy Family Catholic 
Church, 1010 NW 82nd.
51. Wichita Mountains 
Estates Fire Station, Okla-
homa 49 and Beaver 
Road.

STATE HOUSE 
Precincts:
District 62: Precincts 1, 2, 
3, 7, 8, 9, 11, 25, 50
District 64: Precincts 13, 
15, 17, 19, 20, 21, 27, 
31, 32, 33,
District 65: Precincts 14, 
30, 38, 39, 40, 49,

PRESIDENT /VICE PRESIDENT
Donald J. Trump/Michael R. Pence, Re-
publican
Jo Jorgense/|Jeremy Spike Cohen, Liber-
tarian
Joseph R. Biden/Kamala D. Harris, Dem-
ocrat
Jade Simmons/Claudeliah J. Roze, Inde-
pendent
Kanye West/Michelle Tidball, Indepen-
dent
Brock Pierce/Karla Ballard, Independent

U.S. SENATOR
Jim Inhofe, Republican
Robert Murphy, Libertarian
Abby Broyles, Democrat
Joan Farr, Independent
A.D. Nesbit, Independent

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
THIRD DISTRICT

Frank D. Lucas, Republican
Zoe Midyett, Democrat
FOURTH DISTRICT
Tom Cole, Republican
Bob White, Libertarian
Mary Brannon, Democrat

STATE OFFICES
CORPORATION COMMISSIONER
Todd Hiett, Republican
Todd Hagopian, Libertarian

STATE SENATE
DISTRICT 43
Jessica Garvin, Republican
Terri Reimer, Democrat

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 55
Todd Russ, Republican
Austin Gipson-Black, Democrat
DISTRICT 56

Dick Lowe, Republican
Craig Parham, Democrat
DISTRICT 57
Anthony Moore, Republican
Juan Garcia, Democrat
DISTRICT 62
Daniel Pae, Republican
Larry Bush, Democrat
DISTRICT 64
Rande Worthen, Republican
Kyle Emmett Meraz, Democrat
DISTRICT 65
Toni Hasenbeck, Republican
Jennifer Kerstetter, Democrat

COUNTY OFFICES
COMANCHE COUNTY SHERIFF
Dell Galloway, Republican
Kenny Stradley, Democrat
STEPHENS COUNTY COMMIS-
SIONER DISTRICT 2
Todd Churchman, Republican

Lonnie L. Estes, Independent
GREER COUNTY COURT CLERK
Jeanna Bell Scott, Republican
Rhonda Henry, Democrat
GREER COUNTY COUNTY CLERK
Tiffany Buchanan, Republican
Leanne Coffman, Democrat
GREER COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
DISTRICT 2
Mark Barnes, Republican
Terry Nickell, Democrat

JUDICIAL RETENTION
Supreme Court: District 1, District 6, Dis-
trict 9
Court of Criminal Appeals: District 2, Dis-
trict 3
Court of Civil Appeals: District 1, Office 2; 
District 2, Office 1; District 2, Office 2
STATE QUESTIONS
State Question 805
State Question 814

On the ballot

Polls 
Continued from Page 1A

BY SCOTT RAINS
scott.rains@swoknews.com

CARNEGIE — The 
Kiowa Tribal chairman 
is seeking to make sure 
that all COVID-19 relief 
checks issued to tribal 
members be honored.

The tribe’s COVID Op-
erations Center has re-
cently been informed that 
some banks and retail es-
tablishments around the 
country are not honoring 
checks issued by the Ki-
owa Tribe for COVID-re-
lated expenses, according 
to Neely Tsoodle, tribe in-
formation officer.

“This is a misunder-
standing that has resulted 

from the Kiowa Legis-
lature’s injunction on 
spending COVID funds,” 
she said. “That injunction 
has been lifted by a federal 
court.”

The funds were re-
leased Aug. 24 following 
the certification of the 
tribe’s legislative budget. 
Voters approved a pro-
jected $39 million reve-
nue from tribal gaming 
and business ventures and 
$24.2 million in COVID 
relief, by a vote 1,044 to 
675.

Court of Indian Of-
fenses (CFR) for the 
Southern Plains Region 
Chief Magistrate Shan-
non L. Edwards issued an 

order dissolving in part 
a preliminary injunction 
issued July 28 that had 
halted the relief efforts 
since freezing money re-
ceived from the CARES 
Act.

“The chairman’s of-
fice is in contact with 
the Court and expects to 
have clear guidance from 
the Court that all checks 
should be honored,” 
Tsoodle said.

Contact the COVID 
Operations Center via 
email: covid19@kiowa-
tribe.org; stopping by the 
Kiowa Tribe Outreach 
Center, 804 W. Petree 
Blvd. in Anadarko; or by 
faxin: 580-654-8412.

Kiowa Tribe making sure 
COVID checks honored
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The oldest professional “footballer” and more
By DAVID MILLER

david@poncacitynews.com
Undoubtedly because of my 

own advanced age, a new story 
that hit the internet caught 
my eye. It was about Ezzeld-
in Bahader.  In case you have 
missed it so far, Bahader is the 
74-year-old who became the old-
est professional “footballer” by 
playing in a soccer match on 
Oct. 6.  

Bahader plays professionally 
for a club in Maadi, which in 
itself is in Cairo, Egypt.  He had 
played in a match in March, but 
to be recognized by the Guin-
ness Book of World Records, 
he had to play in two consec-
utive games.  Because games 
were suspended because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the next 
game wasn’t played until Oct. 6 
and that’s when he qualified for 
inclusion in Guinness.  Bahader 
had scored a goal in the March 
game.  He had a chance to score 
again Oct. 6 as he was awarded 
a penalty kick, but the try went 
wide.  Kicking a goal in each of 
his games would have greatly 
enhanced the record.

We need to note that the 
record holder must have played 
full-time in the contest to be 
considered.  That’s full-time in a 
soccer game, if you can imagine.  
That got my attention quickly.  
There is a lot of running in soc-
cer.  I have difficulty in walk-
ing from the den to the dinner 
table.

Bahader is a grandfather 
of six, all of whom witnessed 
his record breaking exercise.  
Bahader is an old 74.  He turns 
75 Nov. 3. He was a career ama-
teur player, but decided to try 
for the professional record and 
got the Maadi club to allow him 
to play.  He would like to come 
back next year and “make the 
record more difficult.”  But so 
far has no interested clubs. The 
record was previously held by 
Isaak Hayik, who was 73 when 
he played for the Israeli team 
Ironi Or Yehuda in 2019. Isaak 
is just a kid.

Reading about Mr. Bahader 
set off two or three reactions 
in my head.  One was of amaze-
ment at the thought of being a 

full-time participant in a soccer 
match at age 74.  A second was to 
be worn out with all the amaze-
ment.  And a third prompted me 
to wonder who was the oldest 
player in other sports.

Using my favorite internet 
search engine, I came up with 
this list:

Aggressive inline skating— 
Jon Julio, 34, set in 2011

American football — George 
Blanda, 48, set in 1976

Australian football— Sampson 
Hosking, 48, set in 1936

Auto racing — Hershel McG-
riff, 90, 2018

Baseball — Satchel Paige, 59 
(almost 60), set in 1966

Basketball, men’s — Pierliugi 
Marzorati, 54, 2006

Basketball, women’s — Nancy 
Lieberman, 50, set in 2008

Bodybuilding — Albert Beck-
les, 53, 1991

Bowling— Carmen Slavino, 
86, 2020

Boxing — Saoul Mamby, 60, 
set in 2008

Cricket, tests — Wilfred 
Rhodes, 52, set in 1930

Cricket, first class— Raja 
Maharaj Singh, 72, 1950

Cycling— Lex Nederlof, 52, 
2018

Golf — Gary Player, 73, 2009
Ice hockey — Gordie Howe, 

69, 1980
International darts — John 

Magowan, 72, 2013
Lacrosse, John Tavares, 47, 

2016
Mixed martial arts —Skip 

Hall, 64, 2008
Rugby league — Billy Wilson, 

40, 1967
Snooker, Fred Davis, 78, 1992
Surfing— Kelly Slater, 48, 

still active
Tennis— Martina Navratilo-

va, 49, 2006
Track and Field— Stanislaw 

Kowalski, 110, still active
Volleyball— Miguel Maia, 48, 

still active.

If I was amazed at Mr. Bahad-
er setting an age record for 
soccer, my jaw really dropped 
when I came across the achieve-
ment of Mr. Kowalski.  I had to 
look him up.

What I learned was that Kow-
alski became the oldest track 
and field competitor at the age 
of 105.  He competes in sprint-
ing and shot put and discus.  
He competes in World Masters 
Athletics, an outfit for old guys.  
When he competed at 105, he 
made necessary the organiza-
tion establishing an over 105 age 
division.  He is the only person 
in this age division and all of 
his accomplishments are world 

records. He did have company 
for a short time in the person of 
Hidekichi Miyazaki, a Japanese 
sprinter.  Miyazaki died in 2019 
at the age of 108.   When Kowal-
ski became the world’s oldest 
athlete (in any sport) he ran 
the 100-meter dash in 34.50 sec-
onds, threw the shot put 14 feet 
and threw the discus 24 feet, 7 
inches. Not bad. I wouldn’t rec-
ommend these practices, but 
Kowalski credits his longevity 
to “Never going to the doctor, 
and doing whatever I want.”  He 
also advises again eating much 
during the evening. Kowalski is 
a native of Poland and became 
the oldest resident, athlete or 
not, of Poland when Jozef Zurek 
passed away in 2018 at the age 
of 108.

I was aware of Satchel Paige 
being the oldest baseball play-
er.  I listened to the Kansas City 
Athletics game in which that 
mark was set and I have written 
about it.  I was also aware of 
Gordie Howe being the oldest 
hockey player, George Blanda 
in football and Martina Navra-
tilova in tennis.  I wasn’t aware 
of Gary Player being the oldest 
golfer.

What I found was that Player 

competed in the Senior Brit-
ish Open Championship at Sun-
ningdale Golf Club in 2009 at 
the age of 73.  It was 53 years 
after he captured his first Euro-
pean Tour victory at the same 
venue.  Four years later he set 
another age-related record.  In 
2013, he became the oldest ath-
lete to pose nude in ESPN The 
Magazine’s annual body issue. 
He did so, he said to encourage 
people to keep looking after 
themselves throughout their 
lives whatever their age.  By my 
calculations that was when he 
was the age I am now.  I have no 
similar plans and you are very 
welcome.

Also catching my eyes were 
the records for basketball, both 
men’s and women’s.  I am not 
as familiar with women’s bas-
ketball as I would like to be, 
but I had never heard of Nancy 
Lieberman.  I found out that 
she is an icon in her sport, hav-
ing qualified as a member of 
the USA Women’s Pan Ameri-
can Team in 1975 at the age 
of 17.  The team was a perfect 
7-0 in the games, and won the 
gold for the USA for the first 
time in 12 years.  She went 
on to play four years for Old 

Dominion University where she 
and her teammates won two 
consecutive national champi-
onships (1979-1980).  She won 
the Wade Trophy, given out to 
the national player of the year, 
twice. She was an outstanding 
point guard and was nicknamed 
“Lady Magic” in the same era 
as Magic Johnson was a major 
name in men’s basketball.  She 
played professionally in several 
leagues, and finished up in the 
WNBA.  She set a mark as the 
WNBA’s oldest player when she 
was 39 and went on to a coach-
ing and broadcasting career. At 
age 50 she signed a seven-day 
contract with the Detroit Shock 
and played one game in which 
she had two assists and two 
turnovers.  That was the extent 
of her playing on that contract, 
but it was enough to jump her 
record from 39 to 50.  She is 
now the broadcaster for the 
New Orleans Pelicans.  I hadn’t 
heard of Marzorati either, but 
his career was in Europe.  He is 
considered by many as the best 
point guard to play basketball 
in Europe.

One other note, I had heard 
of Carmen Salvino back in the 
days when I watched Chris 
Shenkel announced PBA com-
petition on ABC television. Sal-
vino was quite a character back 
in those years and I understand 
still lives up to that reputation.  
He has said that he has bowled 
105 perfect 300 games in his 
lifetime and practices up to 20 
games each time he takes to the 
lanes.  He received a commis-
sioner’s exemption to bowl in 
the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anni-
versary Classic, in Indianapolis 
in 2018.  This made him the old-
est (84) to participate in a stan-
dard PBA Tour event. He didn’t 
make it out of the qualifying 
round but did roll the honorary 
first ball for the televised finals 
and fittingly got a strike.

EZZELDIN BAHADER recently became the oldest player to par-
ticipate in professional football (soccer).  He is almost 75.

Oklahoma Heart Hospital Welcomes 
Cardiologist Mark Anderson, M.D. to 
Ponca City

Oklahoma Heart Hospital Physicians - Ponca City
400 Fairview, Suite 10 

580.762.9055 | okheart.com

Dr. Anderson has joined Oklahoma Heart 

Hospital and is now seeing patients at 

our Ponca City offices at 400 Fairview, 

Suite 10.  

Call 580.762.9055 for an appointment. 

Dr. Anderson is a native Oklahoman who 

studied medicine at OU Health Sciences 

Center and the Mayo School of Graduate 

Medical Education.

Serving the State - Leading the Nation

Live Sports TV Schedule (All broadcast times are Eastern)
 

Wednesday, 10-21-20

MLB WORLD SERIES TIME ET TV
Tampa Bay at LA Dodgers 8:00p FOX

SOCCER TIME ET TV
Liga MX: Monterrey at Tijuana 10:00pm FS1

WOMEN’S COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL TIME ET TV
Mississippi St. at Louisiana St. 7:00pm ESPNU

Schedule courtesy of sportsgamestoday.com

NANCY LIEBERMAN serving as an NBA assistant coach.  She 
was the oldest woman basketball player in history, participating 
at age 50.
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At this week’s Kiwanis Club meeting at Gordon Cooper Technology Center, the featured speaker was 
from Gateway to Prevention and Recovery. Interim Executive Director John Greenwood shared plans to 
relocate west of Shawnee on a 10-acre tract.
PROVIDED PHOTO

By Kayla Branch
Oklahomans will decide 

State Question 805 during 
the Nov. 3 general election, 
but many have expressed 
confusion on what exactly 
the measure would do. 

State Question 805 is 
the state’s latest large-scale 
criminal justice reform 
measure.  It would end the 
use of sentence enhance-
ments based on prior fel-
ony convictions for repeat 
nonviolent offenders.

know before voting: 
1. What are sentence en-

hancements?
State law details how 

long someone may go to 
prison for committing 
various crimes. The range 
of punishment, which in-
cludes a minimum time 
and a maximum time, for 
each crime varies. 

But repeat offenders 
can be given sentences be-
yond the maximum range 
of punishment for their 

prosecutors decide. These 
are called sentence en-
hancements. 

State Question 805 
would not allow sentences 
to be enhanced based on 
previous nonviolent felony 
convictions when someone 
is convicted of a new non-
violent crime. 

2. Many have concerns 
over what is considered 
nonviolent crime 

The state question would 
apply to all crimes classi-

1, 2020. 
Nonviolent or violent 

law that determines how 
harshly someone can be 
punished. 

-
mestic violence charges, as 
well as animal cruelty and 

were considered nonvio-
lent. 

And even though law-

domestic violence charges 
as violent this spring, it 

-
line. So those crimes would 
no longer be eligible for 
sentence Individuals cur-
rently in prison serving out 
enhanced sentences would 
be able to request a review 
of their case and possibly 
have their sentences mod-

4. SQ 805 does have 

support, but opposition is 
increasing

When the Yes on 805 
campaign turned in sig-
natures earlier this year to 
qualify for a ballot, roughly 
260,000 Oklahomans said 
they wanted to vote on 
the measure. Only about 
170,000 signatures were 
required. 

Over the last several 
months, virtual town halls 
have garnered crowds, 
and multiple groups have 
endorsed the question. 
Roughly $1 million is 
scheduled to be spent on 
TV ads alone. The Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union 
of Oklahoma and the Okla-
homa Council of Public 
Affairs have supported the 
measure. 

But the Oklahoma 
District Attorneys Coun-
cil came out against the 
question recently, and the 
group Oklahomans United 
Against 805, which is led 
by the co-founder of a local 
domestic violence resource 
center, has started speak-
ing out. 

The president of the 
Oklahoma Sheriffs Asso-
ciation also recently de-
nounced the state question. 

5. The state question 
would change Oklahoma’s 
constitution. 

State Question 805 
would amend Oklahoma’s 
constitution, making it 
impossible for state law-
makers to tweak or adjust 
the language in the future. 

Voters would have to 
approve another state 
question later on to make 
changes to State Question 
805.

Five things to  
know about State 
Question 805

OKLAHOMA Gateway leader tells  
Kiwanians of planned move

SHAWNEE SHAWNEE PITTSTOPPITTSTOP
OIL CHANGE & AUTO REPAIR

275-3249275-32491502 N. Airport, Shawnee, OK

$$55OFFOFF
OIL OIL CHANGECHANGE

1502 N. Airport • Shawnee, OK • (405) 275-3253

SHAWNEE PITTSTOPSHAWNEE PITTSTOP
OIL CHANGE & AUTO REPAIR

Trusted Service and Repair

Need An
Oil Change? 

Stay in your car, let our 
guys take care of it.

TUNE UPS
A/C REPAIR

BRAKES
DIESEL REPAIR

OIL CHANGE
EXHAUST

All employees are 
equipped with gloves 
and masks for safety.

Get your vehicle winter 
ready! Schedule your 
appointment today.

*EZ PAY is deducted from a checking account 
or charged to your credit card each month auto-
matically.

The publisher reserves the right to adjust sub-
scription rates during the term of the subscription 
upon 30 days notice. The notice may be by mail 
to the subscriber, by notice in the newspaper, 
or otherwise. Subscription rate changes may be 
implemented by adjusting the duration of the 
subscription.

Subscribers may suspend print delivery during 
vacation periods. Billing continues and subscriber 
maintains access to the digital portion of sub-
scription throughout entire subscription period. 
Subscribers also have option to have print copies 
held as Vacation Pack or may donate the news-
paper value to our Newspaper in Education (NIE) 
program. For more information or to cancel your 
subscription please call. 405-214-3945.

Not valid with any other offer. An additional 
one-time $4.95 activation fee applies. Offer valid 
to households that have not subscribed in the past 
30 days.  Print delivery available within the news-
paper distribution area only. By submitting your 
address and/or email, you understand that you 
may receive promotional offers from Gannett and 
its related companies.  You may opt out of receiving any such offers at any time by emailing 
nkeener@news-star.com. Up to $2.00 is charged to all subscriptions for each premium 
edition. Premium Editions are not included in the subscription price and your expiration 
date will be accelerated and adjusted accordingly. You may cancel your subscription at any 
time by contacting circulation at 405-214-3945. When a subscription is cancelled, billing 
will continue through end of the current billing cycle.

To subscribe or for delivery issues call
(405) 214-3945

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Newsstand Copies
Daily $1.00

Weekender $1.50

An independent contractor 
delivers your newspaper. The 
newspaper should arrive by 
7:00 a.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday. If you experience a 
missed delivery, call 214-3945 
or 273-4200 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tues.-Fri. Our Customer Ser-
vice Department is available 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday to handle 
delivery needs. The Shawnee 
News-Star (USPS 492-180) is 
published daily except Monday 
by The Shawnee News-Star, a 
division of Gannett. Periodical 
postage paid at Shawnee, 
Oklahoma 74801. 
   POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to The Shaw-
nee News-Star, PO Box 1688, 
Shawnee, OK 74802.
    The entire contents of 
each issue of The Shawnee 
News-Star is protected under 
the federal copyright law. 
Reproduction of any portion 
will not be permitted without 
our expressed permission.

THE SHAWNEE NEWS-STAR
215 N. Bell, Shawnee, OK 74801

www.news-star.com
CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT: (405) 214-3945
CLASSIFIED DEPARTMENT: (405) 214-3968

MAIN OFFICE: (405) 273-4200
FAX: (405) 273-4207

BUSINESS HOURS: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday
CORRECTIONS: The Shawnee News-Star corrects errors of fact 

when they occur. If you spot an error, please call 273-4200.

READER SERVICES

Home Delivery Rates
Tuesday-Saturday

    *EZ     3       6          12
                       PAY         MONTHS MONTHS     MONTHS
Daily Tues.-Sat. $16.93 $49.91   $95.67      $187.19 
Weekender Only   $5.00 $16.00   $32.00        $64.00 
Weekender & Wed.   $5.50 $16.50   $33.00        $66.00

HONORING OUR LOCAL HERO 
FIRST RESPONDER     

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Please take a moment to nominate a deserving 

FIRST RESPONDER

The First Responder of the Year will  receive a plaque & $400, the station will receive 
$100 to Rib Crib, and 2nd place will receive a plaque & $200 which will be presented 

during a ceremony in November.

NOMINATED FIRST RESPONDER

Name

Station

Why is this individual deserving of this honor?

YOUR INFORMATION

Name

Phone Number

Email this completed form to Kim Morava, Managing Editor, kimberly.morava@news-star.com, or mail to 
The Shawnee News-Star, P.O. Box 1688, Shawnee, OK 74801, drop it off at our offi ce, 215 N. Bell, Shawnee 

during normal business hours, 8a.m.-5p.m. Monday-Friday or news-star.com/contests. 
Please include a photo if possible. Nominations will be accepted through November 10, 2020.

SPONSORED BY

OF THE YEAR

WEWEE
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Murray County
District Court Records

Oct. 27 - Nov. 2, 2020
(The following cases are a matter of public record and have 

been filed in the Murray County Court District. The publication is 
not intended to be a presumption of guilt.)

Abbreviations used: DUI, driving under the influence; AFCF, after former 
conviction of a felony; TOC, transporting an open container; CDS, controlled 
dangerous substance, and M/V, motor vehicle.

Barbara’s
Flowers and Gifts

PRETTIEST
FRESHEST
FLOWERS

Gary and Jo Helen Bell, owners

119 W. Muskogee
Sulphur

580-622-6270    800-714-0304

580-369-5531

November 9-13
Monday

Hamburger stew, fruit 
and cottage cheese, 

cornbread and dessert

Wednesday
Chicken pot pie, pea 

salad and dessert

Friday
Meat loaf, stewed

potatoes, peas and 
carrots, rolls and

dessert

DRIVE-THRU ONLY
AGES 55 AND UP

Call 580-369-2452
between 8 and 10 a.m.  

to place your order.

TwisTed
  B Minis
PeTTing
      Zoo

1490 S. Hwy. 77
Open Weekly:

Friday, 4-8 p.m.
Sat. - Sun., 9 - 5

FarM • FaMily • Fun

Arbuckle
Carpet Care

CARPET, TILE AND
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Free Estimates
arbucklecarpet@gmail.com

580-618-4447
580-369-1824

Felony Proceedings
Hayes, Amanda Aleigh – Assault and battery on a law enforcement 
officer
Hill, Jason Carl – DUI – second and subsequent 
Smith, Joshua Stephen – DUI of intoxicants (third and subsequent)
Wharton, Sharon Marie – Second and subsequent 

Misdemeanor Proceedings 
Black, Qumain – TOC – liquor 
Busby, Joshua Cade – Obstructing an officer 
Carr, Tami Renee – Selling tobacco/vapor products to a minor 
Ferguson, Terrance Eugene – Reckless driving 
Hayes, Amanda Aleigh – Disturbing the peace, public intoxication 
and obstructing an officer 
Hernandez Morales, Sergio – Domestic abuse – assault and battery 
Hildreth, Nathan Daniel – Disturbing the peace
Jenkins, Ernest Martin – Disturbing the peace 
Leatherbury, William Lloyd Jr. - Possession of CDS (cocaine,) 
possession of CDS (marijuana) without a prescription and unlawful 
possession of drug paraphernalia 
Pulliam, Daniel Wesley – Possession of CDS (methamphetamine,) 
unlawful possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of CDS 
(fluoxetine) without a valid prescription 
Rios Pachecano, Arnulfo – DUI

Divorce Proceedings 
Beard, Jerry Thomas and Beard, Maxine Virginia 

Marriage Licenses 
Smith, Kendall Tyler and Burba, Courtney Lynn
McVeigh, Brett Dakota and Dancy Smith, Camille Imani
Harrison, Jason Christopher and Drummond, Brianna Jo

Traffic Tickets
Alba, Matthew – 85 in 75, speeding 
Allen, John Wayne – 85 in 75, speeding 
Bailey, Jadyn Gail – 90 in 75, speeding 
Bell, Zion Christopher – 97 in 75, speeding 
Brown, Khancetta Elizabeth – 85 in 75, speeding
Brundidge, Taylor James – 85 in 75, speeding 
Buckner, Alonzo – 85 in 75, speeding 
Bui, Joseph Bao – DUS – first offense (traffic) 6-303(B)
Busby, Joshua Cade – Failure to stop at a stop sign and DUS – first 
offense (traffic) 6-303(B)
Close, Jason Michael – 85 in 75, speeding 
Crespo, Navar Ignacio – 85 in 75, speeding 
Crouch, Chase Logan – 90 in 75, speeding 
Douglas, Michelle – 85 in 75, speeding 
Ellis, Geron Luke – 75 in 65, speeding 
Espinosa, Jennifer Aileene – 90 in 75, speeding 
Fenton, Sean David – 90 in 75, speeding 
Fullerton, Mason Garrett – Violate DL restriction 
Gentry, Matthew Lynn – 75 in 65, speeding 
Johnson, Everett Dale – 85 in 75, speeding 
Koehn, Aaron W. - 85 in 75, speeding 
Lawless, Brooke Ellen – 85 in 75, speeding 
Lopez, Mendoza Aaron – 85 in 75, speeding 
Lozano, Alexander Skyler – 85 in 75, speeding 
Marghasahayam, Balaji Sriniva - 90 in 75, speeding 
McKenchnie, Ian Miles – 90 in 75, speeding 
Parks, Gerry Eugene – 85 in 75, speeding 
Pena, Valentine Timmie Jr. - Failure to pay all taxes due to state 
Pippin, Randy Jay – 85 in 75, speeding 
Pulliam, Daniel Wesley – No drivers license and failure to comply 
with Compulsory Insurance Law 
Roe, Dane Edward – 85 in 75, speeding 
Soto Parra, Rubie – 90 in 75, speeding 
Stephens, Mersay Des Alexis – 85 in 75, speeding 
Vaughn, Byjou Carrie Gail – 85 in 75, speeding 
Winlock, Lauren Elise – 85 in 75, speeding 

Welcome home

1680 E. Main Street
Sunday worship - 11 a.m. 

from falls and another 28 due 
to motor vehicle accidents. 

The late winter storm pro-
vided the first significant mois-
ture since early September for 
much of western Oklahoma. 
According to preliminary data 
from the Oklahoma Mesonet, 
the statewide average total for 
the month ended at 3.37 inch-
es, 0.17 inches above normal, 
to rank as the 45th wettest 
October since records began 
in 1895. Individual amounts 
from Mesonet sites ranged 
from 6.9 inches in Cookson to 
0.57 inches in Kenton. Despite 
the deluge, parts of southern 
Oklahoma were still 2-3 inches 
below normal for the month.

The late burst of moisture 
helped propel the January-Oc-
tober statewide average to 
35.75 inches, 3.82 inches 
above normal, to rank as the 
21st wettest January-October 
on record. That surplus was 
mostly built on gaudy totals 
10-20 inches above normal 
across the southeastern half 
of the state, however. The 
western Panhandle and parts 
of west central Oklahoma had 
deficits of 7-10 inches over 
the first 10 months of the year. 

The month began on the cool 
side and finished on the frigid 
side, resulting in a statewide 
average temperature of 57.8 
degrees, 3.1 degrees below 
normal, to rank as the 13th 
coolest October on record. The 
state’s first freeze of the season 
came at Eva and Hooker on 
the 12th – just a few days ear-
lier than average – when each 
bottomed out at 32 degrees. 
On the other side of the ther-

mometer, 2020’s presumable 
final triple-digit readings came 
on the 14th when Altus, Hollis 
and Mangum each reached 100 
degrees. Grandfield and Hollis 
each recorded 102 degrees on 
the 11th for the month’s high-
est reading. Boise City and 
Kenton reported the lowest 
temperature of the month at 
14 degrees on the 26th. The 
statewide average year-to-date 
temperature of 63.4 degrees 
was 0.4 degrees above normal 
to rank as the 47th warmest 
January-October on record. 

Drought surged during Oc-
tober before abating some-
what due to the late-month 
moisture. Drought coverage 
reached a high of 38% of the 
state on October 20 according 
to the U.S. Drought Monitor, 
up from 18% at the end of 
September. The month’s final 
map on October 27 reflected 
improvements with drought 
coverage down to 32% of the 
state.

The outlook for further 
drought improvement is slim 
through November for much 
of the remaining drought 
area, according to the Cli-
mate Prediction Center (CPC). 
CPC’s November outlooks 
indicate increased odds of 
above normal temperature and 
below normal precipitation for 
Oklahoma. Their November 
drought outlook does see some 
drought improvement across 
the northwest, but that is for 
moisture from late October 
not yet accounted for in the 
latest Drought Monitor map. 
The remaining area of drought 
is expected to persist through 
November. 

Ice storm........................
(Continued from Page 1)

Dear Editor, 
This letter is to recognize 

and thank a young man who 
places a weekly ad in our local 
newspaper – S & J Locksmith-
ing – (580) 222-3411.

We had our niece and young 
grandson visiting with us one 
weekend this summer. The 
kids like to “camp out” in our 
pool house. So, we had locked 
our main house up tightly and 
had settled into the pool house 
for the night. It was beginning 
to get dark out and the kids 
wanted to go outside and 
“watch the sun set.”

My husband and I, and the 
two kids stepped outside and 
closed the sliding patio door 
behind us. Once the door shut 
– my husband realized the 
safety latch had been in the 
locked position. My husband, 
being the responsible kind of 
guy he is, had all windows 
and doors in both the main 
house and pool house locked 
up securely. The dog was 
locked inside the pool house, 
along with all our phones, 
flash lights, tools, etc. WE 
WERE ALL LOCKED OUT-
SIDE IN OUR PJ’S AND WE 
PANICKED!

We tried every window 
and door in both houses a 
second and third time and 
finally walked to our next 
door neighbor’s house to see 
if he might have a magic key 
we could use …. no luck. We 
borrowed his flashlight and 
screwdriver and attempted a 
break in - no luck!  Then, my 
husband remembered he had 
seen the S & J Locksmithing 
ad in the paper and went back 
to the neighbor’s to see if he 
had a paper – HE DID!

It was getting late, the 
kids were upset and the dog 
wanted outside where we 
were! We borrowed the neigh-
bor’s phone (ALL OF OURS 
WERE LOCKED INSIDE) 
and called S&J. It was very 

Dear Editor,
As Veterans Day is ap-

proaching, I hope that we, 
free Americans, appreciate 
the men and women who have 
given their lives for all of us. 
Many whom were fortunate 
enough to return to their fami-
lies and loved ones in America 
have had their own crosses to 
bear such as PTSD and vari-
ous addictions. Not to mention 
how things changed while 
they were overseas fighting 
for our freedom.

My hope and prayer to all 
Americans, no matter our po-
litical affiliation, race, religion 
or the like is that we fellow 
Americans all remember that 
if we love our freedom and 
Old Glory, that waves, we 
should all thank a veteran. We 
should thank them everyday, 
not just Veteran’s Day.

Sincerely,
Tabby Mackey

late on a holiday Saturday 
night by this time and no 
answer.  I left S&J a message 
and included that there were 
children locked outside.

S & J returned my call, even 
though it was after his adver-
tised work hours. He told me 
that he and his family were 
getting ready for bed and he 
didn’t recognize the area code, 
so he started not to call back 
. . . . BUT he listened to the 
message and heard we were 
local and that there were chil-
dren involved.  He soon drove 
up to our house, brought his 
tools and flashlight and went 
to work. He was able to get us 
back inside and no more upset 
kids, husband or dog! It could 
have been a disaster had S&J 
not come to our rescue. We 
will be eternally grateful!

Please do not hesitate to call 
S&J Locksmithing – he comes 
HIGHLY recommended.  (See 
the ad in the paper!)

Shelley McCaulla 

Because the Covid-19 pan-
demic has interfered with stan-
dardized testing, East Central 
University has decided to 
waive the ACT/SAT admis-
sion requirement for first-year 

undergraduate applicants for 
the 2021-22 academic year.

“This has been a challenging 
year because of the pandemic, 
but that should not stand in the 
way of students fulfilling their 

dreams of earning college 
degrees,” said Dr. Katricia 
Pierson, ECU president. “We 
know that ACT and SAT 
testing opportunities were 
reduced this year because of 
Covid-19, so we’re prepared 
to accommodate those incom-
ing students.”

For the upcoming 2021-22 
academic year, beginning 
freshmen applicants will 
qualify for admission based 
on a score of 20 or higher 
on the Pre-ACT, in lieu of 
the ACT/SAT requirement. 
First-time applicants may 
also be admitted with a high 
school transcript with an 
unweighted grade point aver-
age of 2.7 and top 50 percent 
class rank.

High school juniors and 
seniors interested in taking 
classes concurrently may be 
admitted with a high school 
transcript, with an unweighted 
GPA of 3.0 and top 50 percent 
class rank.

Enrollment for the spring 

ECU to waive ACT/SAT
admission requirements

2021 semester begins Novem-
ber 2 and applications for the 
fall 2021 semester are begin 
accepted now, with an early 
scholarship deadline of Dec. 
15.

Applications and addition-
al Covid-19 exemptions are 
available online. For more in-
formation, please visit www.
ecok.edu/admissions or call 
(580) 559-5236.

Pay your digital or
print subscriptions

on-line today!

THE NEWS
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The Society of Profes-
sional Journalists recently 
honored Katelyn Howard 
with the 2020 Julie Galvan 
Outstanding Graduate in 
Journalism Award.

Howard is a graduate 
of the University of Okla-
homa’s Gaylord College of 
Journalism & Mass Com-
munication.

The award honors a jour-
nalism graduate nominated 
by their campus chapters 
and selected by the Soci-
ety’s leaders on the basis 
of character, service to the 
community, scholarship, 
proficiency in practical 
journalism and significant 
contributions to their SPJ 
chapter.

The award is named in 
memory of Julie Galvan, a 
former president of the SPJ 
San Jose University Cam-
pus Chapter, who was killed 

in a car accident on her way 
to an internship in 1996.

While at OU, Howard 
was president of OU SPJ. 
During the fall 2019 semes-
ter, she interned at Siri-
usXM Radio in New York 
City. She also was an Okla-
homa Newspaper Founda-
tion intern at The Poteau 
Daily News and The Journal 
Record in Oklahoma City.

She continued to be 
active during the COVID-
19 pandemic, virtually 
holding SPJ meetings and 
planning events. Under her 
leadership, OU SPJ won the 
Outstanding Campus Chap-
ter Award for Region 8 in 
2018-19.

She also spent a week in 
Iowa to report on the 2020 
Democratic caucuses.

Howard was recognized 
virtually during the Sept. 
12-13 SPJ 2020 Journalism 
Conference.

Katelyn Howard displays the 2020 Julie Galvan Outstanding Graduate in Jour-
nalism Award she recently received from the Society of Professional Journalists. 
Howard was an Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation intern. She interned at the 
Poteau Daily News in 2017 and at The Journal Record in Oklahoma City in 2018.

SPJ honors former ONF intern with award

Journalism students at 
the University of Oklaho-
ma will soon be helping 
Oklahoma high schoolers 
explain “What is Home?” 
through a digital storytell-
ing project.

The Institute for the 
Study of Human Flourish-
ing, in partnership with the 

Gaylord College of Jour-
nalism and Mass Commu-
nication at OU, received a 
$29,800 Kirkpatrick Foun-
dation grant, which will be 
used to fund the project 
titled “What is Home?: A 
Digital Storytelling Project 
for Oklahoma High School 
Students.”

Twenty high school stu-
dents – 10 from Norman 
High School and 10 from 
Clinton High School – will 
have the opportunity to 
develop digital storytelling 
skills.

Over the next seven 
months, students will be 
provided with a GoPro 

camera and asked to cre-
ate a five- and 10-minute 
video on the topic “What is 
Home?”. 

OU students will mentor 
the high school students 
and provide assistance in 
completing the project.

OU students helping high school students in OKC, Clinton
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Enter and Win a 
$100 Check 

from Oklahoma 
Natural Gas!

The September 2020 
Oklahoma Natural Gas 

Column and Editorial Contest
was judged by a member of the 

Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame.

1. Each month, send a tearsheet 
or photocopy of your best 
column and/or editorial to 
Oklahoma Natural Gas 
Contest, c/o OPA, 3601 N. 
Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, 
OK 73105-5499. Entries also 
may be emailed (full-page 
tearsheet) to news@okpress.
com.

2. Include the author’s name, 
name of publication, date 
of publication and category 
entered (column or editorial).

3. Only ONE editorial and/or 
ONE column per writer per 
month will be accepted.

4. All entries for the previous 
month must be at the OPA 
office by the 15th of the 
current month.

5. Winning entries will be 
reproduced on the OPA 
website at www.OkPress.com.

Entries must 
have been previously 

published in print. 

Contest open to 
all OPA member 

newspapers.

Although Oklahoma Natural Gas 
Company selects representative 
contest winners’ work for use 
in this monthly ad, the views 
expressed in winning columns and 
editorials are those of the writers 
and don’t necessarily reflect the 
Company’s opinions.

OKLAHOMA NATURAL GAS CONTEST WINNERS

Oklahomans have only two state questions 
to decide in this year’s General Election 
on Nov. 3. One has been pretty well pub-
licized. The other has drawn little or no 
media attention. 

State Question 805 basically deals with 
criminal justice reform and has received 
considerable publicity. State Question 814 
addresses the Tobacco Settlement Trust 
Fund and tries to change how the pro-
ceeds in that fund are directed. 

Somehow SQ 814 has remained under the 
radar. Often that is the case and has been 
the case when the Legislature is attempt-
ing to get its hands on more money with 
hopes voters don’t realize it before it’s too 
late. 

The measure’s intent is to amend the 
portion of the Oklahoma Constitution that 
directs proceeds from the state’s set-
tlements with or judgments against the 
tobacco companies. 

At this time, a section of the state’s 
Constitution directs 75 percent of the 
proceeds to the Tobacco Settlement 
Endowment Trust Fund, where earnings 
may only be used for tobacco prevention 
programs, cancer research and other 
related programs to maintain the health of 
Oklahomans. 

In other words, the funds are aimed at 
providing healthier lifestyles for Oklahoma 
citizens. This state has plenty of health 
issues. 

The remaining 25 percent of the pro-
ceeds currently are directed to a separate 
fund for the Legislature. It’s called the 

Legislative Fund and lawmakers can direct 
some of that percentage to the Attorney 
General. 

State Question 814 would change all of 
that. The measure, if approved by voters, 
would amend the Constitution and reduce 
the percentage of proceeds that go into 
the TSET Fund from 75 percent to 25 per-
cent. 

That would mean the other 75 percent will 
go into the Legislative Fund and the law-
makers could continue to direct a portion 
to the State Attorney General. 

The measure would restrict the use of 
the Legislative Fund. The section of the 
Constitution dealing with this issue only 
stipulates the Fund is subject to legisla-
tive appropriation. Should SQ 814 pass, 
money from the Legislative Fund must be 
used to get federal matching dollars for 
Oklahoma’s Medicaid Program. 

If SQ 814 were to pass, it could have a 
negative impact on communities in Lincoln 
and Pottawatomie Counties and others in 
Oklahoma that previously have benefited. 
There are several communities in Lincoln 
and Pottawatomie Counties that have 
received TSET funds to promote healthier 
lifestyles among its citizens. 

Changing the percentage of funds that 
TSET currently receives from 75 to 25 is 
nothing short of drastic. And it will undo 
the intended purpose for these proceeds. 

The current system seems to be working 
fine. Pure and simple, Oklahoma voters 
should reject SQ 814 on election day. 

SEPTEMBER EDITORIAL WINNER
MIKE McCORMICK, The Lincoln County News

Editorial

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE SEPTEMBER WINNERS

Column: JEFF MULLIN, Enid News & Eagle

Editorial: MIKE McCORMICK, The Lincoln County News


