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Duncan Banner moves to Main Street
After months of plan-

ning, weeks of moving and 
numerous days of settling 
into their new office, the 
staff of The Duncan Banner 
hosted a ribbon cutting and 
grand opening ceremony 
on August 13 to celebrate 
its new location at 811 West 
Main Street.

The event also included 
a virtual tour and open 
house, along with door 
prizes, coffee and goodies 
from local businesses.

The event was supported 
by The Duncan Chamber of 
Commerce and Main Street 
Duncan 

“The Banner staff is 
proud of its return to Main 
Street Duncan. After 128 
years in business, we can 
say we are looking forward 
to serving our community 
for another hundred years 
to come,” an article from 
The Banner said.

National Newspaper 
Week (NNW) will be 
observed October 4-10, 
2020. This year’s theme is 
“America Needs Journal-
ists.”

This 80th annual 
National Newspaper Week 
is a recognition of the 
service of newspapers and 
their employees across 

North America and is 
sponsored by Newspaper 
Association Managers.

Content  is available to 
download at no charge to 
daily and non-daily news-
papers at nationalnews-
paperweek.com. Here you 
will find the 2020 logo, 
promotional ads, editorial 
cartoons and editorials. 

Plan to celebrate 
National Newspaper 
Week by downloading the 
materials and using it to 
reinforce the importance 
of newspapers to your 
community. You can make 
it local by editorializing 
about your newspaper’s 
unique relevance. This 
can be about your duties 

as government watchdog, 
your role as a communi-

Content available to help newspapers celebrate National Newspaper Week 

See Newspaper Week, Page 2

The Duncan Banner staff celebrates moving to Main Street with a ribbon cutting. The event included a virtual tour, open 
house, refreshments and door prizes. 

 Photo by Linda Provost, The Duncan Banner (Reprinted with permission)
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Two months can blaze by and make you wonder where the time 
went. Or in the case of election season, two months can feel like 
eternity.

The Nov. 3 elections are less than two months away, and some-
time in the next few weeks, you’ll probably hear from people who are upset. I suspect 
you’ve gotten those calls or emails in election seasons past. They go something like this:

Candidate A: “I didn’t really like that story about …”
Candidate B a bit later: “I didn’t really like that story about …”
And they’re talking about the same story!
OK, maybe that’s an exaggeration (or maybe not). But it’s worth pausing to consider 

coverage of a season that can generate the type of passion usually reserved for football. In 
my opinion, there’s a big question to consider: What kind of information merits coverage?

That’s a judgement call local editors make every day. After all, you know your commu-
nities better than anyone; and that’s worth remembering, especially if you get a call from 
someone upset with a decision.

Some campaigns, especially well-funded ones, have people assigned to generate inter-
est in their candidate. Drumming up that interest can be done several ways. Some of it is 
through news coverage, and I believe there are campaigns that try to get their candidate in 
the papers for free and then spend their marketing dollars elsewhere.

In some cases, I think campaigns try to disguise things that could be advertisements 
as press releases. The more of these they can get published, the more ad dollars they can 
spend in other places.

Through the years, I’ve repeatedly heard about the declining amount of money cam-
paigns spend in newspapers, which makes no sense to me. An audience that is paying 
money to receive our product is an audience that cares about their community. And an 
audience that cares about their community is an audience that’s likely to vote.

Not to pick on Candidate A again, but …
In the next few weeks, you might get a press release headlined: “Candidate A endorsed 

by …”  The following week, Candidate A could issue another press release hailing an even 
more impressive endorsement. Later, it could be Candidate A’s press release about poll 
results showing popularity with an important voting bloc.

Is there newsworthy information about a candidate in a press release? If so, then I 
would argue it needs to be a news story. But if it seems to be an attempt to get free pub-
licity with little news value, I believe that could be an opportunity to provide a reminder 
about the effectiveness of advertising in your paper.

If someone gets upset about that, you can feel confident in remembering that the peo-
ple best equipped to make news judgement decisions are the ones covering their commu-
nities every day of the year, not just in election season.

Postal Form 3526 
must be filed by 
October 1

From the President
By Mike Strain, Tulsa World News Editor

OPA President 2020-2021 The U.S. Postal Service’s 
annual Statement of Own-
ership, Management, and 
Circulation (PS Form 3526) 
must be filed on or before 
October 1. 

Filing and publication of 
this form is a requirement 
to maintain Periodicals 
mailing privileges.

Afer filing, a completed 
copy of the form must be 
published in the news-
paper. Daily publications 
are required to publish 
the form by October 10; 
non-dailies must publish 
by October 31. There are 
no regulations regarding 
the size or format of this 
published information as 
long as it is complete and 
legible.

An interactive copy of 
the form is available on 
the OPA website at www.
okpress.com/postal-re-
sources. PS Form 3526 is 
also available from USPS 
at https://about.usps.com/
forms/ps3526.pdf.

National Newspaper Week 
Continued from Page 1
ty forum and coverage of 
community events, pub-
lications of timely public 
notices, etc.

NNW is sponsored by 
Newspaper Association 
Managers, Inc., the con-
sortium of North Amer-
ican trade associations 

representing the industry 
on a state and provincial, 
regional and national basis.

In conjunction with 
NNW, International News-
paper Carrier Day will be 
celebrated on Saturday, 
October 10. Two ads are 
available from the News 

Media Alliance for mem-
bers to run in their news-
papers as a thank-you to 
their hard-working news-
paper carriers. The ads are 
available at www.news-
mediaalliance.org/inter-
national-newspaper-carri-
er-day-ad.

Former Tulsa World 
publisher Gloria Fletcher 
was among the 10 women 
honored as part of the 
League of Women Voters of 
Metropolitan Tulsa’s annual 
Madam President Awards.

The awards, which were 
presented virtually, honor 
Tulsa women nominated 
by the community for their 
commitment to leadership 
and service.

Fletcher served as pub-
lisher and president of the 
Tulsa World from June 
2018 to May 2020.

Former Tulsa World 
publisher honored
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You’ve Got Questions!
• Can I photograph minors without consent?

• Can police deny access to records by issuing a press release?

• Should I alter my archives when a person demands it?

• Can I report inaccurate testimony given in open court?

• What are the laws about liquor advertising?
These are questions answered by the attorneys for the OPA Legal Services Plan 
members in recent months. Newspapers always need timely legal advice on issues
related to newspaper publishing.

You should join OPA’S LEGAL SERVICES PLAN!
See www.OkPress.com/LSP or contact Mark Thomas 

at (405) 499-0033 or toll-free in Oklahoma 1-888-815-2672 today!

You’ve Got Questions!
• Can police deny access to records by issuing a press release?

members in recent months. Newspapers always need timely legal advice on issues

You should join OPA’S LEGAL SERVICES PLAN!
See www.OkPress.com/LSP or contact Mark Thomas 

at (405) 499-0033 or toll-free in Oklahoma 1-888-815-2672 today!

Nonprofits and munici-
pal organizations in Okla-
homa that are working on 
projects aimed at building 
their communities are 
invited to apply to the 2020 
A Community Thrives 
program, a $2.3 million 
initiative of the Gannett 
Foundation.

The program is spon-
sored by Gannett, the 
parent company of several 
newspapers in Oklahoma.

The nationwide crowd-
funding and grant program 
is entering its fourth year 
of supporting organizations 
that address social issues 
including education, hous-
ing, arts and culture, well-
ness and environment.

“The pandemic has hurt 
families and communities 
across the state, and that 
has negatively affected 
nonprofit fundraising,” said 
Kelly Dyer Fry, Gannett’s 
regional editor and execu-
tive editor of The Oklaho-
man.

Organizations apply to 
raise money for a specific 
community-building proj-
ect. Accepted organiza-
tions work to raise funds 
on their own through a 
crowdfunding campaign, 
then may be eligible for 16 
major grants to be award-
ed across the country: 
three for $100,000, seven 
for $50,000 and six for 
$25,000. 

In addition, A Commu-
nity Thrives will award over 
100 grants nationally that 
will be targeted specifically 
toward communities served 
by Gannett news organiza-
tions. Those local grants, 
which start at $2,500, can 
be used for general operat-
ing expenses and are cho-
sen by local leaders at Gan-
nett news organizations. 

Since the last Communi-
ty Thrives initiative, Gan-
nett has expanded the foot-
print of the USA TODAY 
Network, joining Gate-
House Media to become the 
largest U.S. media company 
by print circulation, serving 
communities in 47 states.

Ganne�  Foundation o� ering community grants

Bill and Dayna Robinson 
are the new owners of the 
Holdenville News.

Janice Gray of Eastern 
Oklahoma Publishing Com-
pany announced the sale of 
the newspaper to Robinson 
Publishing Company last 
month.

The newspaper has 
moved to 114 N. Broadway 
into the same building with 
Lewis Printing.

Tammi Giles, who has 

been with the Holdenville 
News for more than 40 
years, has been named 
office manager and Bob 
Melton will serve as news 
editor. Tammy White, who 
was with the paper for 22 
years, made the decision to 
pursue other opportunities.

Holdenville has been 
served by a local newspaper 
for more than 100 years. 
The Holdenville Times was 
the precursor to the Hold-

enville News, beginning its 
publication on February 18, 
1897. 

“Our desire is to work 
together to better our com-
munity through positive 
news that will show the 
many good things Hold-
enville has to offer and 
highlight the citizens that 
donate their time to build-
ing a better tomorrow for 
our hometown,” the Robin-
sons said. 

Robinsons new owners of Holdenville News
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KIDS WILL TRY 
ANYTHING…
JUST ADD THE 
RIGHT FLAVOR.

Big Tobacco will stop at nothing to addict Oklahoma 
kids. Even with the recent flavored vape cartridge ban, 
the tobacco industry continues to find loopholes to 
peddle their deadly products. 

Disposable vapes come in flavors like Sour Apple, Mango 
and Blue Raz – making it easier for kids to start vaping 
and smoking. Once addicted to tobacco, kids can stay 
hooked for life.

THAT’S

Join the fight to protect our kids at

4 out of 5 kids who use tobacco start 
with a flavored product.

The Weatherford Daily News recently presented a 
$25,000 check to Burcham Elementary as part of its vir-
tual carnival.

The elementary school hosted its annual carnival 
fundraiser in partnership with the Weatherford Daily 
News and the Weatherford Public Schools Foundation.

The Weatherford Daily News raised money with 
donations from its half-price circulation drive, with $5 
of every subscription renewal given to Burcham Elemen-
tary’s virtual carnival and community drive.

“I want to thank the many contributors who made 
this such a big success,” said Phillip Reid, publisher of 
the Weatherford Daily News. “It has been heartwarming 
to hear the kind words the donors are saying about our 
schools and especially the teachers at Burcham Elemen-
tary. It was a success because of them.”

Weatherford Daily News Publisher Phillip Reid, right, hands Brooke Brown 
and Dru Svitak a check for $25,000. Money was raised with donations from 
the WDN’s half-price circulation drive, with $5 of every subscription renewal 
being given to Burcham Elementary’s virtual carnival and community drive.

Photo by Timothy Comstock, Weatherford Daily News (Reprinted with permission)

Weatherford Daily News helps
raise $25,000 for local school

If you’re hiring a new 
reporter, you might be 
interested in Poynter’s 
Newsroom Readiness Cer-
tificate. 

This self-paced course 
includes five lessons and a 
final assessment.

The lessons include:
• Newsgathering
• Interviewing
• Media law
• Media ethics
• Diversity
The certificate is 

designed to be completed at 

the learner’s own pace and 
can be started at any time.

The course is under the 
direction of Barbara Allen, 
college programming direc-
tor at Poynter Institute and 
former director of student 
media for Oklahoma State 
University’s The O’Colly.

To register for the 
$49.99 course, or for 
more information, go to 
www.poynter.org/shop/
certificate/newsroom-
readiness-certificate/.  

Poynter off ers certifi cate for new reporters
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Make Sales Soar Like Magic
Improve your close ratios to 70% or more with the New MiAD

Wizard!

Go to miadwizard.com and see the magic for yourself!

It's a fact that spec ads help close more sales— and yet spec ads are
used less than 20% of the time. Now, with the real-world magic of MiAD®Wizard,
personalizing and presenting spec ads for EVERY prospect is as easy as 1-2-3!

No training. No time wasted. No more tough sells.

800.223.1600
service@metro-email.com
www.metrocreativeconnection.com
miadwizard.com

®

Lee Enterprises, which 
owns the Tulsa World, has 
launched a local business 
stimulus program aimed 
at helping local business-
es adapt and thrive in an 
evolving economic environ-
ment.

The Iowa-based compa-
ny also owns the Owasso 
Reporter, Sand Springs 
Leader, Skiatook Jour-
nal and Wagoner County 
American-Tribune in Okla-
homa.

“This stimulus program 
follows the highly suc-
cessful grant program we 
launched in March of this 
year,” said Ray Farris, Lee 
operating vice president 
and vice president of adver-
tising. Farris said the pro-
gram will help businesses 
flourish.

The program will be 
available to locally owned 
and operated businesses 
and will provide matching 
advertising credits for use 
in print and digital prod-
ucts, as well as the compa-
ny’s suite of digital services 
such as website design, text 
marketing and managed 
email marketing.

“As we continue to work 
through the ever changing 
impact on our local market, 
we are delighted to once 
again be able to assist our 
partners in successfully 
meeting their marketing 
needs,” said Bernie Heller, 
president of Tulsa World 
Media Co. and director of 
local sales and marketing.

Lee Enterprises will 
make up to $5 million 
available to local business-
es in the company’s 77 
markets through monthly 
grants ranging from $250 
to $15,000. 

Lee Enterprises 
unveils $5M   
stimulus program

The Haskell News ceased 
publication on August 27, 
2020, ending more than a 
century of publishing. 

Bill and Purna Guy 
bought the paper in 1962. 
When Purna died in 2001, 
her husband and daughter, 
Julie, continued publishing 
the paper. When Bill died 
just short of the newspa-
per’s 100th anniversary, 
Julie continued running 
the paper until her death 
in 2011. At that time her 
husband, Steven Arrowood, 
and their daughter, Sabre, 
took over. Sabre passed the 
editor’s desk to 22-year-old 
Kaley Evans in 2014. 

In a story saying good-
bye, Evans wrote, “As yet 
another newspaper folds, 
let us remember what the 

pages felt like between our 
fingers. Let us hold on to 
those old clips, and bits of 
history preserved in black 
and white.

“Let us take solace in 
knowing that artifacts of 

our lives were preserved the 
same way that mountains 
of history were preserved 
in the founding years of our 
country.”

There’s still time to reg-
ister for the National News-
paper Association’s 134th 
Annual Convention & Trade 
Show.

This virtual event will be 
held online October 1-3.

The event will address 
pressing business objectives 
of community newspaper 
owners, publishers and 
senior staff with education-

al sessions and peer sharing 
activities.

The $50 full registration 
includes general sessions, 
round table discussion ses-
sions, a virtual exhibit hall, 
tickets to a welcome recep-
tion, the Better Newspaper 
Contest awards ceremony 
and the James O. Amos 
award ceremony.

In addition to great edu-

cational sessions, some fun 
events have been added 
including BYO PetZoom 
Hour and Family Bingo 
Night.

 For the agenda, the 
trade show list and to reg-
ister for the convention, go 
to https://www.nna.org/
convention.

Register for NNA’s virtual convention and trade show

The Haskell News says goodbye to readers
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We energize our communities by volunteering
more than 20,000 hours each year, providing a helping hand.

© 2020 OGE Energy Corp.

AT OG&E, WE DO MORE THAN ENERGIZE A POWER GRID. 

PHOTO CONTEST
JULY 2020

WEEKLY WINNER:

JEREMY
ROBBINS
The Chronicle

(Elgin)
JULY 2020

DAILY WINNER:

SCOTT 
RA INS

The Lawton
Constitution

The July 2020 contest was judged 
by a member of the 

Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame.

View all winning photos at 

OkPress.com/
OGE-Photo-Contest

Enter and Win a 
$100 Check from 

OGE ENERGY CORP.

For more information 
about the photo contest, visit 

okpress.com/oge-photo-contestPushing through the smoke and spraying water with force, Lawton fi refi ghters in the bucket of a ladder truck 
work to contain a fi re as it erupts out from the attic area of one of the buildings at Landings III.

Photo by SCOTT RAINS, The Lawton Constitution, July 18, 2020

Scotty Landis, 1, recently spent a weekend with his grandparents, Beth and Jeremy Robbins. He had a great 
time chasing bubbles with Daisy the dog. The photo was snapped  just as Scotty’s head seemed to appear 
in the bubble.

Photo by JEREMY ROBBINS, The Chronicle, July 9, 2020
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The next seven Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation interns tell their stories this month. Thanks to a grant 
from the Ethics and Excellence in Journalism Foundation, 17 journalism students received paid internships
this summer. The internship program, now in its 12th year, is facilitated by the Oklahoma Newspaper 
Foundation. Next month, the final four interns talk about their experiences.

When I 
applied for the 
ONF internship 
program, I 
had hardly any 
news writing 
experience. 

I had written for my campus newspa-
per for only a semester, but I was eager 
for the opportunity to continue writing 
through the summer. So, when I heard 
about the ONF internship program, I 
decided to apply. After interviewing with 
a few papers, I received an offer to work 
for the Countywide & Sun in Pottawatomie 
County. 

At first, I was nervous, and unsure of 
myself. My first day at work, I met my 
publisher, Suzie Campbell, outside a coun-
ty commissioner meeting. She told me 
that from this day forward, I’d be attend-
ing this meeting, and she would not. So, 
I tried to absorb everything I could. 

I watched Suzie take notes, and when 
she scribbled a note, I’d make sure I 
scribbled one too. After the meeting, she 
went to the commissioners and got pic-
tures of all of the agenda items. So, I did 
the same.

When we got back to the office, she told 
me all about our process, our publishing 
deadline, and which meetings I would be 
covering. 

The pace never slowed down from 
there. Every day, there was a new story 
to work on, a meeting to attend, and not 
enough time in the day to get it all done. 

Although it was difficult, my coworkers 
were there to make sure I had what I need-
ed to succeed. Suzie was always available 
to offer advice on what to do next if I hit a 
dead-end on a story. When I was unsure 
of my work, I’d run it by my editor, Gloria 
Trotter, who was always ready to offer 
suggestions for revisions. If I needed to 
know more about someone I was covering, 
reporter Jennifer Pitts was ready with 
valuable background information. 

When I agreed to work at a small paper 
in a rural part of Oklahoma, I’ll confess 
I did not have the highest expectations. 
I had been angling for a position nearer 
Oklahoma City, where I thought all the 
action was. Little did I know that rural 
Oklahoma has more than enough political 
intrigue to keep a government reporter 
busy for a lifetime.

In my brief stint as an intern for the 
Countywide & Sun, I’ve covered controver-
sial decisions, contentious meetings and 
political races aplenty. Any preconceived 
notions I had about working in a sleepy 
little part of Oklahoma dissipated quickly. 
In fact, I’m now convinced that the only 
reason the “sleepy 
little town” trope is 
so wide-

spread, is because there aren’t enough 
small-town reporters to adequately cover 
the fast-moving dynamics of small-town 
politics.  

According to my limited experience, 
there’s no such thing as a slow-news-day 
at a small-town paper. If you think there 
is, you probably just aren’t looking for the 
news in the right places. 

As my time as an intern at The County-
wide & Sun draws to a close, I feel like 
a completely different person than the 
nervous student that first made the drive 
down to Pottawatomie County. While I’m 
certainly not an expert reporter yet, I know 
I’m getting better every day. 

No longer am I nervous as I dial the 
mayor for an interview. No longer do I 
dread the confrontation that so often 
follows a records request. Perhaps most 
importantly, I no longer wonder whether 
I’ll be successful in this industry. 

I came to the Countywide & Sun that 
first day as an intern who had never 
done page layout, never had a difficult 
interview, and who had no idea wheth-
er or not I had what it takes to be a 
reporter. I’ll leave today as a confident, 
upcoming journalist, ready to make 
his mark on Oklahoma government 
reporting. When I come to work 
tomorrow, it will not be as an intern, 
but as the Countywide & Sun’s new-
est staff reporter.

Less than a year ago, I was a nov-
ice reporter writing once a week for 
my school newspaper. Today, I’m 
the news editor for my university’s 
paper, and a professional reporter 
in Pottawatomie County. 

This explosion of personal and 
professional growth would not 
have been possible without the 
opportunities given to me by the 
ONF, OPA and the Countywide 
& Sun. To these organizations, I 
offer my sincerest gratitude. 

Alex Sloan, Countywide & Sun
Oklahoma State University

The next seven Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation interns tell their stories this month. Thanks to a grant 
from the Ethics and Excellence in Journalism Foundation, 17 journalism students received paid internships
this summer. The internship program, now in its 12th year, is facilitated by the Oklahoma Newspaper 
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July 30, 2020Connecting you to the community where you live, work and play!

Back To School Plans Are Flexible, Adjustable

By ALEX SLOAN

As the school year draws nearer, 

The Countywide & Sun will be ex-

amining the reopening plans 

of the county’s various 

school districts. Over 

the next two weeks, 

we’ll bring you 

the most up to 
date infor-

m a t i o n 
about 

each districts plan to safely reopen as COVID-19 

continues to spread through the state. 

Most of these plans include detailed cleaning 

and safety procedures for parents to consider 

before making a decision on how their child will 

be attending class. For more of this detailed infor-

mation about any particular district’s plans, check 

the district’s website for a copy of the planning 

documents.
• Asher Public Schools: According to APS’ 

Return to Learning Plan, the district’s plan will 

be flexible, and may be adjusted.

“The effectiveness of this plan relies strongly 

on each individual’s personal responsibility to 

monitor his or her health,” the document reads. 

“Coming back onto a school campus will mean 

students and staff may be exposed to the 

COVID-19 virus.”
According to the document, the 

plan was built on two main prin-

ciples: keeping learning con-

stant, and limiting exposure 

wherever possible.
To that end, masks 

will not be required, 

but will be en-
couraged. The 

school will 
n o t  b e 

p r o -

viding temperature checks, and will ask parents 

to monitor their student’s health at home. 

Asher students have two options of instruction: 

full time on campus, or full time virtual learning.

Additionally, the district is encouraging parents 

who can drive their students to school to do so, to 

help with social distancing on the buses.

• Dale Public Schools: Dale public schools 

will also be offering students the ability to chose 

between two instructional options: in-person, or 

virtual learning, according to its reopening plan.

Students who chose the in-person pathway 

will receive traditional instruction, but will still 

be using an online learning management sys-

tem. This pathway will use Canvas instructional 

software, and will require all courses be taken at 

regular sites. 
Students who chose the virtual learning path-

way will be using two learning management 

systems: Canvas, and Odysseware. Virtual stu-

dents will have 24/7 online access and will be 

supervised by Dale Certified Staff. Any virtual 

students involved in extracurricular activities 

will still be allowed to participate, but must be 

on campus for those activities.

The district has also included a plan for “dis-

tance learning days” in the event of an outbreak. 

In this instance, students will access their course 

work using Canvas, and will continue to have the 

support of a teacher. Individual students may also 

use this plan in the event they must quarantine 

due to exposure to illness.

• Grove Public Schools: The Grove school 

district is offering students three pathways 

to return to school: in-person, virtual, or 

blended. 
Like other districts in the county, 

the in-person option will be the 

closest approximation of tradi-

tional school. However, the 

lesson plans offered in this 

pathway will be flex-In-Person Learning may look something like this.

See Traditional..... 

........on B2

Local 
Players 
Hit The 
Gridiron In 

All-State Games
Bethel’s Devin Acklin participated in the 

Football All-State game held at OBU Saturday 

evening. Acklin is the first football player from 

Bethel to make the All-State team. 

Clayton Rackley, Tecumseh, earned a spot on 

both the Football All-State and Track All-State.

Pictured left, Devin 

Acklin, Bethel; pic-

tured right is Clayton 

Rackley, Tecumseh. 

Photos courtesy of 

Brian Blansett.
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MEET THE INTERNS

Working 
for the Weath-
erford Daily 
News (WDN) 
during my 
ONF intern-
ship has been 

a really good experience and my personal 
highlight of 2020, in spite of how COVID-
19 has affected it.

We are living in such strange times 
with the ongoing pandemic and all the 
recent protests in honor of George Floyd. 
With all this strangeness, working for the 
WDN has been a summer I will never for-
get. 

Our world can be full of hate and many 
are really divided but working in Weather-
ford and having lived here now for nearly 
two years, all the hate just seems to fade 
away. 

It fades away because of all the great 
people in Weatherford and how commu-
nity-oriented the town is. It is good to see 
there still are excellent people and great 
places in the world we live in today; and, 
Weatherford is one of those places.

My favorite project was working on the 
special People edition of the WDN. The 
People edition was the Monday newspa-
per where we wrote feature stories about 
people in Weatherford and what they love 
about living in Weatherford. 

While most people have a lot of the 
same positive things to say about Weath-
erford, it was still really cool and special to 
hear people’s stories about why they love 
Weatherford so much and love living in 
a small town in Western Oklahoma. The 
community is so special and everyone has 
been super nice. 

My favorite article was about former 
SWOSU athletic director, Todd Thurman, 
for a People edition story. He is someone 
I got to know while covering SWOSU and 
Todd is an amazing athletic director and 
an even better person. He always asked 
me how I was doing and made an effort 
to talk with me. I did the same with him 
and I enjoyed seeing him at SWOSU 
games. When the news broke in late May 
about him leaving SWOSU and moving to 
Colorado, I was shocked. At his reception 
banquet, I interviewed him one last time 

and it was a great interview. He always 
said how SWOSU is like a family, and he 
is right. He mentioned how an athletic 
department should be like family, in and 
out of athletics. He definitely played a part 
in making the university a family atmo-
sphere and it was fun getting to know him 
during my freshman and sophomore year.

I really did not have any fears about 
taking this internship because I have 
worked in the newspaper business for 
almost three years. I started at the Beth-
any Tribune in high school then came to 
SWOSU and began writing for the WDN. 

My biggest fear used to be the chance 
of not quoting someone accurately or 
writing an inaccurate article. My manag-
ing editor at the Bethany Tribune told me 
everyone makes mistakes and we are only 
human. 

I learned that as long as I am not mak-
ing mistakes on purpose, that making 
mistakes is part of the learning experience 
and no one is perfect. Even some of the 
world’s most profound writers mess up 
every now and then. The goal is to learn 
from past mistakes and keep moving for-
ward as a writer.

A skill I learned while working at the 
WDN is being able to write about pretty 
much anything.

I want to be a newspaper sportswriter 
when I graduate college. Since there were 
virtually no sports going on, I learned how 
to write feature stories about people in the 
community, crime stories and city beat 
stories. 

I covered county commission meetings, 
city council meetings and on election night 
I got quotes from the mayor of Weather-
ford and the mayor of Thomas. I wrote 
stories and took pictures at the polls for 
the results. At one of the polling places, I 
even helped to take down election signs 
and voting signs while waiting for the 
results to come in. It did not bother me 
at all because I was raised to help people 
when they need it, and come to find out, it 
is the same in Western Oklahoma. 

While politics, crime and city stories 
are not typically “up my alley” just yet, it 
is good to know how to help and chip in 
when needed. My managing editor, Josh 

Burton, has a policy of cross training his 
staff.

Josh’s reasoning for doing this is 
because if the city editor is sick and cannot 
cover a meeting, he can send a writer who 
knows how to write these types of stories 
to fill in and the newspaper will not miss 
a beat. While I might not be as good as 
our city editor when writing these types of 
stories, I have found I can still do a fairly 
good job.

There have been several people in the 
community who have made an impact on 
me not just during my internship, but for 
the past two years in Weatherford. My 
editor, Josh, WDN publisher Phillip Reid, 
former SWOSU athletic director Todd 
Thurman, SWOSU president Randy Beut-
ler, SWOSU Assistant Athletic Director of 
Media and Relations Doug Self and count-
less other excellent people I have gotten to 
know during the last two years. I am super 
excited to attend SWOSU and continue my 
college career in Weatherford while work-
ing for the WDN.

Josh Jennings, Weatherford Daily News
Southwestern Oklahoma State University
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Editorial by Phillip Reid, publisher

 SQ802, as it is currently written, severely threatens 
education funding in Oklahoma.
 Without a dedicated funding stream, legislators 
would have had to pull funding from any source 
possible. Most likely that funding would come from 
education. For a state which has supported education 
overwhelmingly, it would be unimaginable to pull that 
funding back away from education.
 Why do I think it would come from education? 
The federal government funds are being depleted 
through COVID stimulus and assistance. If the federal 
government cannot meet their share of funding, the 

Josh Burton
WDN Managing Editor

 The attorney for a Weatherford man 
charged with fi rst-degree murder — 
deliberate intent, has asked for a continuance 
in the case against his defendant.
 Attorney Ryan D. Recker asked Judge 
Donna Dirickson for the continuance in the 

case against his client, Cole Isaac Phillips.
 Phillips is charged with fi rst-degree murder 
— deliberate intent in the shooting death of 
Joshua Price in April.
 In Recker’s motion, he asks for more time 
because he currently is waiting for additional 
discovery and currently is in negotiations.
 Recker fi led the motion of discovery April 
10, where he asked for information from the 

district attorney’s offi ce regarding witness 
information, interviews, records, etc.
 According to Recker’s continuance request, 
he had not received all the information he 
was needing.
 In Judge Dirickson’s order granting 

50¢
Do you have information for the WDN Chatterbox? Call (580) 772-3301. Happy Birthday to WDN Facebook 
friends Dixie Palmer-Wood, Kamryn Fite, Karen Barthel Klein, Tommy Caviness, Jenna Ervin, 
Kathy Christensen, Denise Pearcy, Dixie Palmer-Wood and Shirley Mandrell.

ChatterboxInserts inside

•Please see Fire,
Page 14A

Shooting suspect’s case continued to July 17

FREE ONLINE ACCESS
REMEMBER NO THURSDAY, FRIDAY OR TUESDAY PRINT EDITION

•Please see Continued,
Page 14A

•Please see SQ 802,
Page 6A

Phillip Reid/WDN
Emergency personnel from Weatherford, Clinton, Thomas and Hydro among others responded to a large 
grass fire southeast of Weatherford, Monday afternoon.

SQ 802 threatens
education funding,
send it back to drawing board

Josh Jennings
WDN Staff Writer

 Weatherford and area fi re 
departments were called Monday 
afternoon to fi ght a fi re in the Cedar 
Canyon area south of Weatherford.
 The fi re started a mile and a half 
south and ended between Airport 
Road and Payne Lake Road and 
the cause of the fi re was a welding 
accident on a fence. Hydro, Thomas 
and Clinton fi re departments were 
called to help fi ght the fi re.
 The fi re still is going on, but it is 
controlled and there are a few hot 
spots. Hydro, Thomas and Clinton 
are helping assist the fi re currently.
 The size of the fi re was close to 
200 acres and two Weatherford 
fi refi ghters were injured. One has 
heat exhaustion and he was taken 
to Weatherford Regional Hospital 
and released Monday night and he 
was doing well Tuesday, he said. 
The other received a minor burn 
on his leg, but was not taken to the 
hospital.
 Fire chief Mike Karlin said he 
wants people to take precautions 
and to be careful during this time of 

Crews battle grass fire southeast of Weatherford

Phillip Reid

Cole Phillips
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MEET THE INTERNS
I started this 

internship with 
the Marlow 
Review in May 
and it has been 
interesting to 
say the least. 

I, like many others participating in this 
internship, started right in the middle of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, essentially in the 
middle of what felt like chaos and uncer-
tainty at the time, but has now become 
part of a routine. Wearing face masks to 
events and social distancing as much as 
possible while out on assignments and 
even in the office at times. 

Things that before seemed odd and 
impossible and even in some cases imprac-
tical. Nonetheless, these guidelines were 
for our health and safety and the health 
and safety of those in the community 
around us. 

Following these guidelines was just one 
obstacle to overcome during this incredi-
ble internship experience.

In my personal experience, the intern-

ship did not turn out how I hoped. I start-
ed out writing, which is what I wanted to 
do. Write articles, interview people, meet 
people, be a part of a community that I 
had grown up in and graduated from and 
have come to love so dearly. 

I ended up taking over the position of 
Composing and Design Editor. I had some 
experience, so I went ahead and accepted 
the position. 

I learned ad design and billing, but I 
won’t lie, I felt like I was way in over my 
head. 

Here I was, trying to do these things 
with no training and just a little experience 
on page layout and ad design, all while try-
ing to get a paper sent to press each week. 
It certainly felt like chaos to me, and it still 
does on most Wednesdays, which are our 
print days. But I learned to pace myself so 
I could figure out how to properly do my 
job to my best ability. 

I also learned to like it a bit more now 
that I know how to do it properly. Is it still 
overwhelming and a bit stressful at times? 

Oh, definitely, but it was so worth it. This 
whole experience is so worth it. 

Yes, I may not entirely love this new 
position, but I do love The Marlow Review. 
I love working here and I am incredibly 
grateful for this opportunity to have this 
experience and find a newspaper that I 
love so dearly and a community that I love 
so dearly and that I am a part of.

This has taught me so much and for 
that I will forever be grateful, and this 
internship and The Marlow Review will 
always hold a special place in my heart. 

In my opinion, anyone who gets the 
chance to participate in this internship 
in the future should. You will constantly 
learn from the experience. This has been 
one of the most overwhelming, hectic, 
chaotic, challenging experiences of my 
journalism career, but it has also been the 
best, most rewarding, most educating, and 
meaningful experience I will more than 
likely ever have when it comes to my jour-
nalism career and there are no words that 
I can find to show how grateful I am for 
this internship opportunity.

Faith Leatherman, The Marlow Review
Cameron University
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COVID-19 Results
Positive (In-state) 7,205
Negative tests 241,598
Active cases 843
Recovered 6,014
Deaths 348
Currently hospitalized 158
Total hospitalized 1,039
Area City total cases
Stillwater 28
Cushing 20
Guthrie 18
Pawnee 5
Perry 3
Yale 3
Perkins 1
Tryon 1
Langston
Area City deaths
Cushing 1
City recoveries
Stillwater 23
Cushing 19
Guthrie 16
Pawnee 3
Perry 3
Yale 3
Perkins 1
Tryon 1
Langston 1
County Total Cases
Oklahoma 1,384
Tulsa 1,196
Payne 51
Pawnee 34
Logan 21
Lincoln 23
Noble 7
State Cases by Age
0-4 104
5-17 307
18-35 1,947
36-49 1,590
50-64 1,536
65-plus 1,721
Active Cases by Gender
Male 373
Female 461 

BY THE 
NUMBERS

COVID-19 COVID-19 COVID-19 
UPDATESUPDATESUPDATES

SMILE OF THE DAY
Tyler Franklin of Stillwa-
ter, is smiling because he 
came home from an hot 
day of work at Ditch Witch 
to receive his Diploma and 
Outstanding Student Certif-
icate and a Meridian medal 
and pendant. He is officially 
graduated from Meridian 
Technology Center.

MORE ONLINE
THE FRONTIER – Amid 
nationwide protests, group 
renews call for ‘justice’ in 
Shawnee man’s death
NORMAN – Revenue for 
dispensaries continues to 
increase

WEATHER
Hi: 89   
Low: 59

Partly sunny and 
becoming wilder. 

– More on B8

ESPN analyst: ‘It doesn’t 
make any sense’      

Boynton defends his players; 
Cowboys talk commitment 

to OSU      B1B1

Demonstrators build on BLM momentum 
to seek name change for Murray Hall
Staff report

A few dozen demon-
strators gathered Satur-
day morning near Mur-
ray Hall to protest the 
building’s name, asking 
for it to be changed from 
the namesake of William 
Henry Davis “Alfalfa Bill” 
Murray, the ninth gov-
ernor of Oklahoma and 
noted Segregationist.

It wasn’t the first time 
students, faculty or staff 
had requested the name 
be changed, but it could 
definitely be a case of 
striking while the iron 
is hot, and using the 
momentum of the Black 
Lives Matters movement 
sparked by the death of 
George Floyd.

During Saturday’s pro-
test, after coordinators 
Erin Dyke and Liz Mc-
Cullagh made introduc-
tions, the first speaker 
suggesting kneeling for 
8 minutes, 46 seconds, 
the same amount of time 
Floyd was under the 
knee of Minneapolis po-

lice officer Derek Chau-
vin.

Chassidy Winslett, 
OSU senior and a former 
president of the Minority 
Women’s Association, 
told the crowd it spoke 
to a movement that has 
gone further than mere 
words.

“This is more beyond 
us. It’s more beyond the 
hashtags, the posts and 
the T-shirts with the 
words Black Lives Mat-
ter. Not just for me, but 
for future generations of 
minority women to come. 
To see these changes, to 
the support of our peers 
fighting for what’s right, 
allows us to feel free 
while attaining better 
lives and fighting for our 
freedoms,” she said. “This 
day will forever be an 
impact on history, a start 
for change, a start for 
justice.”

The Murray Hall pro-
test followed a petition 
effort on change.org 
called “Change the name 
of Murray Hall at Okla-

homa State.” The two 
things were not related 
through coordination, but 
they have found some 
common support. By 5:30 
p.m. Monday, 4,938 peo-
ple had signed the online 
petition.

The university made a 
statement June 4, recog-
nizing that students had 
submitted a resolution in 
the spring recommending 
Murray’s name be re-
moved.

“We understand the 
pain that the namesake 
creates for the #Cowboy-
Family and respect the 
efforts of the petition to 
remove Governor Mur-
ray’s name from the 
building,” OSU posted to 
social media.

According to OSU, the 
request is now in front of 
OSU Facilities Planning 
and Space Utilization 
Committee where it 
awaits approval or rejec-
tion. If approved, it goes 
to the university presi-
dent, who would have to 
send it to the Oklahoma 

DESTINEE ADAMS/STILLWATER NEWS PRESS
Demonstrators protest a name change for Murray Hall during an event Saturday 
on the Oklahoma State University campus.

Perkins resident killed in one-vehicle collision
By Ashlynd Huffman
ahuffman@stwnewspress.com

On Sunday afternoon, a Per-
kins resident was killed in a 
one-vehicle accident on State 
Highway 33, two miles west of 
Drumright.

Carolyn Wentzel, 69, was driv-

ing a 2008 Chevrolet Cobalt west-
bound on SH 33.

According to the Oklahoma 
Highway Patrol report, she at-
tempted to negotiate a curve to 
the right, but for an unknown 
reason departed the roadway to 
the right.

Wentzel struck a culvert, which 

caused the vehicle to go airborne.
The Chevrolet Cobalt impacted 

the ground and rolled end over 
end, coming to a rest on its roof.

Wentzel was transported to 
Hillcrest Hospital in Cushing by 
Cushing EMS.

She was pronounced dead at 
the hospital from injuries sus-

tained in the collision.
According to the OHP report, 

the condition of the driver and 
cause of collision are both under 
investigation.

OHP was assisted by Payne 
County Sheriff’s Office, Drum-
right Fire Department and 
Cushing EMS.

Stillwater Springs affordable   
housing addition under construction
By Mark A. Moore
For the News Press

A new housing addi-
tion is under construc-
tion on the edge of the 
Stillwater city limits, 
just east of Jardot on the 
north side of 19th Street. 
The addition is named 
Stillwater Springs after 
a natural water spring 
located on the property.

The addition of 120 
houses is being built on 
a 90-acre tract of land by 
Lance Windel, a develop-

er from Ardmore.
Windel uses a tax cred-

it from the Oklahoma 
Affordable Housing Act 
passed in 2014 to build 
single-family affordable 
housing in the rural 
Oklahoma towns of Ard-
more, Chickasha, Davis, 
Duncan, Enid, Guymon, 
Hugo, Marietta, Miami, 
Stillwater, and Talahina.

Windell prefers build-
ing single-family homes 
over apartment complex-
es. He estimates that his 
houses can be built and 

rented for approximately 
the same rate as apart-
ments.

Under the terms of the 
financing for develop-
ment, Windell says the 
properties must remain 
as income-qualified 
rental units for 15 years 
before the houses can 
be sold for individual 
ownership. Windell esti-
mates that the homes in 
Stillwater Springs will 
rent for approximately 
$950/month for a 

MARK A. MOORE/STILLWATER NEWS PRESS
Construction is underway on Stillwater Springs, an affordable housing develop-
ment located just outside the Stillwater city limits at Jardot and 19th streets. 
Under the builder’s terms of financing, the houses must remain as income-qual-
ified rental units for 15 years before they can be sold for individual ownership. 

See  Construction, Page A2

Stillwater Regional 
Airport receiving 
special funds

By Michelle Charles
mcharles@stwnewspress.com

Stillwater Regional 
Airport Director Paul 
Priegel had good news 
for the Stillwater City 
Council when it met 
last week. In the com-
ing year, the airport 
has the opportunity to 
benefit from a mixture 
of grants, pre-payments 
and emergency assis-
tance to help fund im-
provements, replace fire 
fighting equipment and 
cover operating costs.

Those windfalls will 
relieve some pressure 
on the city’s budget 
and make a planned 
transfer from the Gen-
eral Fund to the airport 
unnecessary, Deputy 
City Manager Melissa 
Reames told the coun-

cilors.
The airport budget 

has been amended to 
reflect more than $1.1 
million SWO is receiv-
ing in airport relief 
funding as part of the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security 
Act.

That money can be 
used for a variety of 
operating costs and 
should cover airport op-
erations for the coming 
fiscal year, Priegel said.

The airport is also 
receiving $235,000 in 
pre-payments from 
Oklahoma State Uni-
versity for its flight 
center. The money will 
be applied to the uni-
versity’s annual lease 
payment.

Additional grants relieve financial 
pressure, cover operating costs

See  Airport, Page A5

The Shawnee News-Star 06/19/2020

August 26, 2020 5:59 pm / 

Copy Reduced to 51% from original to fit letter page

CYAN MAGENTA YELLOW BLACKCYAN MAGENTA YELLOW BLACK

FRIDAY, JUNE 19, 2020
PAVE FORUM

Candidates offer views on handling local road repair
By Vicky O. Misa
Vicky.misa@news-star.com
(405) 214-3962
Twitter: @Vicky_NewsStar

Last week PAVE (Pot-
tawatomie Advocates for 
Voter Education) hosted 
a candidate forum for 10 
hopefuls running for offic-
es relating to the Shawnee 
City Commission.

Among several com-
munity-generated ques-
tions, residents wanted 
to know what stance the 
four mayoral and six ward 
candidates hold regarding 

Shawnee’s roadways.
QUESTION: Some 

folks think the top street 
priority is the four-lane on 
45th Street between Kick-
apoo and Harrison, others 
believe the top priority is 
widening Kickapoo from 
Kickapoo Spur to Farrall 
is the most urgent, in real-
ity, the most pressing need 
is the repair of existing 
Shawnee streets. A person 
is hard-pressed to find a 
street in Shawnee that 
doesn’t need repair. What’s 
your plan for street repair 

in Shawnee?
ANSWER by Mayoral 

candidate current Ward 
1 City Commissioner Ed 
Bolt:

All three have to be done 
and for different reasons. 
Kickapoo is one the state 
is paying for, for the most 
part, and that ship’s al-
ready sailed. It’s well on 
its way to being done. The 
45th Street project was vot-
ed on as part of the sales 
tax and we’re committed to 
doing that. And you have to 
take care of the streets you 

have. There’s a study that 
we have had done that an-
alyzes the streets and tells 
us the conditions; once we 
have that information we 
can start looking at where 
we get the biggest bang for 
our buck and use our mon-
ey wisely. Obviously we’re 
always going to have to 
fill potholes and that kind 
of thing — that’s just life. 
They’ve all got to be done.

ANSWER by Mayoral 
candidate downtown busi-
ness owner Theresa Cody: 

A study is being put to-

gether that we need to look 
at. The citizens should have 
some input; if they big is-
sues I think they should be 
able to call in and resolve 
some of them in the mean-
time while they’re trying 
to get some of the projects 
done. There are a lot of bad 
streets in this town and I 
would love to see them all 
done right away.

ANSWER by Mayoral 
candidate current Ward 3 
City Commissioner Ron 
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O.S.B. 

• Alva (Al) Fletcher 
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LOCAL BRIEFS

Juneteenth 
parade canceled 
due to spike in 
COVID-19 cases 
By Elisabeth Say
(405) 214-3926
eslay@news-star.com
Twitter: @ElisabethSlay

The Dunbar Community 
Group has canceled the 
Juneteenth Celebration 
Saturday, originally sched-
uled for June 20 at Santa 
Fe Depot.

According to Timmy 
Young, Interim Director 
of the Dunbar Community 
Group, the Dunbar Com-
munity Group has canceled 
the event due to the spiking 
number of COVID-19 cases. 

Young said originally 
everyone would have meet 
at Santa Fe Depot at 8:30 
a.m., then began the pa-
rade at 9 a.m. and walk to 
the Shawnee Community 
Center. 

Following the parade, 
Young said a prayer service 
led by the Rev. Daryl Fields 
of Union Missionary Bap-
tist Church was scheduled. 

Young said the celebra-
tion of Juneteenth has long 
been a tradition in Shawnee 
as many gather each year to 
recognize the importance 
of June 19, 1865.

Young said Juneteenth 
marks the day when 
thousands of slaves in the 
southern parts of the Unit-
ed States, including Okla-
homa, were finally made 
aware of the end of slavery.

“(On) Fourth of July in 
1776 freedom came for 
America,” Young said. 
“America never had any 
intention to include slaves 
as part of the country. So 
we celebrate our freedom 
when we were freed from 
slavery and that informa-
tion didn’t reach the south-
west part of the United 
States until June 19, 1865 
and that’s our day of free-
dom in this area.”

Young said while the 
event is canceled, in 2021, 
Dunbar Heights and the 
Citizen Potawatomi Na-
tion will host another 
Juneteenth celebration the 
second week of June at the 
FireLake Arena.

Pott. County DA 
investigates 
mailers against 
Sharp as election 
fraud

Pottawatomie County 
District Attorney Allan 
Grubb received a request 
from Sen. Ron Sharp and 
is investigating a series 
of election mailers, a 
spokesman for the office 
confirmed Thursday.

The fraudulent mailers 
against Sharp appear to 
come from The Oklahoma 
Conservative Project, LLC, 

• Dallas Wayne 
“Red” Barnes

• Wilma Fay Little

3A
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85°/68° 84°/66° 88°/69°
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By Galen Hawes
ghawes@news-star.com

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
many citizens have been in need of 
childcare services and food for their 
children.

The Boys and Girls Club of Shaw-
nee has provided meal services to 
any child under the age of 18 since 
March 25 when the Regional Food 
Bank of Oklahoma approved the 
continuation of their meal service 
program. Childcare services for 
essential workers began on April 
22 for children ages 5 through 18 
at no cost.

The meal service program is still 
going strong from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
each day at the front door of the 
Boys and Girls Club. Pickup can 
be done by walk up or drive by 
for a meal, but each child must be 
present to receive a meal.

The Boys and Girls Club of Shaw-
nee has put in place precautions to 
keep the community safe, officials 
said, such as sanitizing the facility 
with a solution released on a list 
by the EPA, employees wearing 
masks and washing their hands 

By Vicky O. Misa
Vicky.misa@news-star.com
(405) 214-3962
Twitter: @Vicky_NewsStar

Last week PAVE (Pot-
tawatomie Advocates for 
Voter Education) hosted 
a candidate forum for 10 
hopefuls running for offices 
relating to the Shawnee City 
Commission.

Among several communi-
ty-generated questions, res-
idents wanted to know what 
stance the four mayoral and 
six ward candidates hold 
regarding homelessness in 
Shawnee.

QUESTION: What’s 
your plan to address the 
homeless in Shawnee?

ANSWER by Mayoral 
candidate current Ward 1 
City Commissioner Ed Bolt:

I can talk about my plan 
and I can tell you what I’ve 
done, too. I’ve been on 
the commission two years 
and that is one of the first 
things I told them then that 
I wanted to work on. I had a 
talk with lots of businesses 
and organizations here in 
Shawnee. I have led groups 
to go to Oklahoma City to 
see what they’ve done to im-
prove food and shelter, been 
to the shelter in Norman to 
see what they do. We have 
meetings at the Shawnee 
Forward with an organiza-
tion out of Oklahoma City 
and wanted to know about 
what they were doing. We 
have found a program in an-
other town that basically is 
called Help with Zero (Zero 
Hunger) — it doesn’t cost a 
terrible amount of money, 
we got that built into the 
budget for this next year. 
You also need a person to 
run it and build up some 

Candidates 
offer views 
on how to 
handle city’s 
homeless 
issue

PAVE FORUM

FORUM, Page 5A

Summer programs continue 
with COVID-19 precautions

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF SHAWNEE

PROVIDED PHOTOS

PROGRAMS, Page 5A
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Less than a week remains for registered voters 
in Stephens County to apply for absentee ballots 
to be mailed to them for the August 25 Republican 
Runoff Primary, Duncan School District I-1 Spe-
cial and Town of Velma Special elections County 
Election Board Secretary Angela Dunagan said to-
day. 

Applications for absentee ballots must be re-
ceived by the County Election Board no later than 
5 p.m. Tuesday, August 18, to be processed in time 
for the election. However, anyone who misses that 
deadline can still vote early. Early voting will be 
available in the main lobby of the Stephens County 
Courthouse from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday the 
20th and Friday the 21st, and from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Saturday the 22nd. 

 Absentee voters may apply in person at the 
County Election Board office or may send their 
applications by mail, fax, or e-mail. An online 
version of the form may be filled out and submit-
ted electronically at www.ok.gov/elections/OVP .  
Any registered voter eligible to vote in the elec-
tion may vote by absentee ballot without stating a 
reason, Dunagan said, however absentee voters can 
activate certain special conditions in the following 
circumstances:

• Registered voters who are physically incapaci-
tated and voters who care for physically incapaci-

tated persons who cannot be left unattended may 
apply for absentee ballots only by mail, fax, e-mail, 
online or via an agent who is at least 16 years of 
age and who is not employed by or related within 
the third degree of consanguinity or affinity to any 
person whose name appears on the ballot.

• Registered voters who are confined to nursing 
homes in the county may apply by mail, by fax, 
by e-mail, online or via an agent who is at least 
16 years of age and who is not employed by or 
related within the third degree of consanguinity 
or affinity to any person whose name appears on 
the ballot.

• Military personnel, residents of Stephens 
County living overseas, and the spouses and de-
pendents of each group may apply only by mail, 
by fax, or by e-mail.  For more information and 
instructions, military and overseas voters may visit 
the Federal Voting Assistance Program website: 
www.fvap.gov/oklahoma. 

 For more information on absentee voting, con-
tact the County Election Board at 101 South 11th 
Street, Suite 100, Duncan. The telephone number 
is 580-255-8782.  The County Election Board’s fax 
number is 580-255-3188. The email address is Ste-
phensCounty@elections.ok.gov .

For additional election-related information, vis-
it: www.elections.ok.gov.

Deadline to Request Absentee 
Ballots Nears

City Administrator Jason McPherson, State Senator Paul Scott, Mayor Brian Davis, and State Rep-
resentative Brad Boles show off two of the newly-resurfaced roads in the Marlow Cemetery. The 
project was the result of a three-year REAP (Rural Energy for America Program) grant, and was 
completed at the end of July.

City “REAP”s Rewards of Grant-Funded Project

Elizabeth Pitts-Hibbard | The Marlow Review

The Marlow Review staff began a project three weeks ago in order to supply every Marlow Public 
School employee with a mask to wear when school opens on Thursday. The masks, navy blue cot-
ton with contrasting fabric on the inside, also have the Marlow “M.” Here, the Review staff poses 
with three educators at orientation on Monday. Front row, from left: Paula McConnell, Tamara Fikes, 
and Cathy Hazel. Back row: Advertising Director Chellsey Malone, Composing Director Faith Leather-
man, Publisher Judy Keller, Editor Elizabeth Pitts-Hibbard.

“Review Crew” Helps MPS Faculty to Mask 
Up for School Year

Special to The Marlow Review

Elizabeth Pitts-Hibbard
The Marlow Review

At Monday’s meeting of the Stephens County 
Commissioners, the Board addressed several agen-
da items relating to the Stephens County Sheriff’s 
Office, including a grant application and donations 
for the K-9 units.

The Commissioners first approved the Edward 
Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) 
program application on behalf of the Sheriff’s de-
partment for fiscal year 2020.

They also adopted resolutions to accept the do-
nations of a K-9 trauma kit from the Toy Shop of 
Duncan and a K-9 Life Saving Narcan kit from Dr. 
Bruce Darrow and Carol Weddle.

The Commissioners also adopted a resolution 
to retire a K-9 officer named Chica, who will now 
reside with its handler Corporal Jason Riggle.

Elsewhere on the agenda, the Commissioners 
again tabled the discussion of Bid #2021-1 for the 
upfitting of a vehicle for the Corum Volunteer Fire 
Department because a representative of the Depart-
ment was not present. The bids were opened at the 
Commissioners meeting on August 3 but the item 

was tabled so that the Department could examine 
them and make a recommendation. 

The Commissioners also approved two trans-
fers of funds for error correction to balance the 
general ledger and approved a transfer of funds to 
the Emergency Management fund for a new em-
ployee in the Emergency Management department.

In his report regarding the Stephens County 
Fair and Expo Center, Commissioner Russell Mor-
gan said with the assistance of other Districts, 32 
loads of wood chips had been moved from the Fair 
grounds in preparation for the Stephens County 
Free Fair next week and Oklahoma Youth Expo 
(OYE) in September. 

Fairgrounds manager Matt Byerly said that the 
facility’s schedule is full. “Ten of the next twelve 
weeks are going to be really busy,” Byerly said. He 
also said that due to one cancelation, he would be 
able to begin set-up for OYE right after the Free 
Fair, and that he was meeting with the City of Dun-
can to arrange for road closures and signage. 

Open entry for OYE begins August 14 and clos-
es on August 28; Byerly said that after that, Fair-
grounds staff will have a better idea of how many 
entries they can plan for.

Commissioners Address K-9 Retirement, 
Donations

Faith Leatherman
The Marlow Review

The Central High school board met Monday 
night to vote on items on the agenda and to discuss 
the upcoming school year. The board passed each 
item on the agenda including adopting a distance 
learning plan as well as discussing the return to 
learn guidelines they had previously adopted. The 
school board discussed the plan for students re-
turning to school in the following weeks and what 
returning to a somewhat normal school year will 
look like. 

This year, to accommodate each student and 
their families, Central High will offer virtual 
classes for those who would prefer to participate 
in distance learning alongside their regular, face-
to-face in person classes. During the meeting they 
outlined what the distance learning would look like 
for those students who chose to do virtual classes 
as well as what it would look like in the event that 
they were required to temporarily or completely 
end in person classes. However, to participate in 
distance learning, students and parents must at-
tending an introductory meeting either in person 
or virtually and they must complete and sign the 
distance learning application. Students must also 
meet eligibility requirements and must participate 
in required tutoring sessions, be 
able to get to and from sched-
uled testing times, and be able to 
take any proctored exams when 
scheduled whether they be virtual 
or in person.

According to the return to 
learn guidelines, each student 
who wants to participate in dis-
tance learning will be able to use 
their own devices or check out a 
school device if needed so they 
can complete assignments. The 
school district is also working 
to help provide students with af-
fordable internet access in order 
for them to participate in distance 
learning for any reason. Students 
participating in distance learn-
ing will be required to commu-
nicate with their teachers twice 
a week by logging into Google 
Classroom, email, phone call, or 
zoom call and must complete all 
assignments on time; any miss-
ing assignment will count as an 
unexcused absence. Students will 

also follow the same grading guidelines as those in 
face-to-face classes and will be required to attend 
at least one hour of tutoring per week if their grade 
falls below 60 percent. They will also be awarded 
credit based on the same course requirements of 
those attending in-person classes as well as atten-
dance, participating in all state-level required as-
sessments, and for students in graded 9-12, com-
pleting all ICAP requirements. 

Students will have resources such as the library, 
tutoring, internet device if needed, teacher com-
munication, counselors and any additional services 
the student may need available to them however, 
students electing to participate in virtual classes, or 
distance learning, will not be permitted to partici-
pate in extracurricular activities.

Alongside the addition of distance learning, 
school and in person classes will look different for 
those electing to continue with in person learning. 
Students and faculty will practice social distanc-
ing. Students are not required to wear masks but 
it will be high encouraged they do so, however, 
students that ride the bus will be required to wear 
a mask while on the bus. There will be extra hy-
giene protocols in place including hand sanitizer 
and Clorox wipes being readily available as well as 
requiring students and faculty to wash their hands 
frequently. There 

Central High Board Discusses 
Upcoming School Year

Kaley Presgrove of the DRH Health Community Relations De-
partment and Brooke Brown, Acting Central High Elementary 
Principal, show off infrared and digital thermometers donated by 
the hospital. Using CARES Act funds, DRH Health supplied the 
school with 400 digital thermometers for students to take home 
and use before coming to school each day, as well as 30 infrared 
thermometers for teachers’ use in the classroom.

(Continued on page 3)

Intern: Faith Leatherman, Cameron University Intern: Destinee Adams, Oklahoma State Univ. Intern: Galen Hawes, East Central University
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Going into 
my first day 
as an intern at 
the Stillwater 
News Press I 
was filled with 
anxiety and 

uncertainty. 
The News Press was my first internship 

and I wasn’t sure what to expect going into 
the process, but as soon as I stepped foot 
in the building I was encouraged to ask 
questions without hesitation. 

This welcoming environment gave 
me the opportunity to push story ideas I 
was passionate about, which is the most 
valuable learning experience I could have 
received as a Black woman and journalist 
during a time of fear and oppression of 
Black people in America.

The Black Lives Matter movement 
seemed to gain momentum at the same 
time my internship started. I have always 

been interested and passionate about 
Black Lives Matter, but I never thought 
I’d become an activist while advocating. It 
happened suddenly without much thought 
or notice.

While getting into activism, I feared my 
internship would be negatively affected 
because as a journalism major at Okla-
homa State University we are taught to 
remain neutral and even encouraged not 
to participate in such activities for fear of 
it affecting our work.

I wholeheartedly understand the 
importance of remaining unbiased as a 
journalist, but as a Black woman in a time 
of need and disparity upon my people and 
my community, I could not stay quiet with 
the platform I have nor the resources I am 
able to share.

It was inevitable that my boss and 
co-workers would discover the work I was 
doing within my university, founding an 
on-campus movement named Okstate 

Stand United, and for my hometown, with 
the Black Lives Matter, Oklahoma City 
chapter.

I will forever be grateful for the accep-
tance I received from my boss, Beau Sim-
mons, and the other staff members at the 
Stillwater News Press when my work for 
Black Lives Matter was discovered. 

Simmons did not make me choose 
between being an activist and journalist. 

We decided that if I were to write about 
Black Lives Matter it would be under an 
opinion piece and I would not write about 
any of the projects or organizations I was 
working with. This decision gave me room 
to continue my advocacy and writing with-
out fear of losing either. 

My experience this summer was unique 
because of the circumstances the country 
was undergoing, but I am appreciative it 
happened while I was working with the 
Stillwater News Press. 

Destinee Adams, Stillwater News Press
Oklahoma State University
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MEET THE INTERNS

Last spring, 
I applied for 
an internship 
through the 
Oklahoma 
Newspaper 
Foundation 

(ONF) and had multiple phone interviews, 
but I found my summer home at The 
Shawnee News-Star.

I feared that working remotely would 
not help me gain as much experience, but 
I was wrong. 

I started at the Shawnee News-Star 
on June 8th and we thought we would be 
back in the newsroom by mid-July. My 
first week was exciting. Even though I 
knew I would be working remotely I was 
still excited to meet the people that make 
up the newsroom. In mid-June I explored 
the town so that I would be prepared when 
we returned to the newsroom, although 
that sadly never happened.

I had multiple front-page articles that I 
enjoyed writing. I loved interviewing Ken 

Landry about the construction of the new 
addition to the Pottawatomie County His-
torical Museum because there is so much 
history. One of my favorite stories I wrote 
was about identical twins Anita Kimball 
and Oleta Stone turning 86 because I was 
able to help in celebrating their birthday.

I enjoyed interviewing residents in 
Shawnee because everyone in the commu-
nity was very informative.

I loved working with the newsroom at 
the News-Star because everyone was so 
nice, helpful, and worked so well together.

Even before some of us met in person I 
felt like I knew their personalities. 

On July 23, I went to the News-Star to 
meet my supervisor Kim and fellow intern, 
Kelci, in person. We saw the printing press 
run before the transfer to printing in Bar-
tlesville.

As my internship comes to an end, I 
feel like I have gained so much experience, 
met new people even though it was over 
the phone and I was able to see the News-
Star’s last printing press run.

Throughout my internship, I was able 
to put what I learned in class to good use 
in the workplace environment and learned 
other useful practices while working at 
the News-Star.  I learned how to localize a 
business press release and how to focus on 
stories while working remotely.

After seeing the printing press, I real-
ized that it takes a village to make one 
newspaper – from the journalists, page 
designers and managing editors to the 
printing crew and production assistants.

I would like to thank Kim Morava, Tina 
Bridenstine, Vicky Misa, Elisabeth Slay, 
and Brian Johnson for always being there 
if I needed help or had any questions, 
Kelci McKendrick for being the other 
intern and for helping me find newspa-
pers that I had articles in after we saw the 
printing press run, Cayla Medley for let-
ting me in the newsroom, giving me a tour 
and handing me my first paycheck and 
lastly all of the printing crew for letting 
Kelci and I come in and watch the press 
run.

Galen Hawes, Shawnee News-Star
East Central University
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MEET THE INTERNS
This sum-

mer was 
interesting, for 
sure. My time 
at the Shaw-
nee News-Star 
brought new 

experiences, challenges and memories that 
I’ll never forget.

Being an intern at a newspaper during 
a global pandemic is weird. As a recent 
graduate, I wasn’t really expecting to even 
receive an internship with COVID-19 
going on, but the wonderful and hard-
working staff at the News-Star brought me 
in with open and socially distanced arms.

One of the best parts about my summer 
was watching the printing press run at the 
News-Star. The News-Star closed down its 
printing press at the end of July, but the 
other intern and I were invited to see how 
it all works. We got to meet each other and 
our other co-workers and staff in person 
for the first time — masks on and dis-
tanced, of course. Watching the press run 
was pretty cool, and the people I met were 
even cooler.

Working from home brought the big-

gest challenge for me. I’m just not that 
good at it, but my editor Kim Morava 
worked with me anyways. Thank you, 
Kim, for always giving me story ideas and 
encouraging me in my work. Your support 
via emails, calls and comments on Google 
Docs helped me a lot more than you know.

To the rest of the staff, I hate that we 
didn’t get to be in the newsroom together. 
I know I would’ve liked you all. The weird-
est part about this is that I miss being 
in the newsroom, even though I never 
got to experience it with my News-Star 
co-workers. Y’all are great people who are 
awesome at your jobs, and I looked up 
to you all this summer from my home in 
Norman.

As I’m leaving my internship, I’ll come 
away from the News-Star knowing how 
to better my skills as a journalist — what 
works better for me and what does not 
work in my favor. I learned this profession 
requires a bunch of dedication and strong 
will. I learned that investing in a desk can 
considerably improve working from home, 
but really, nothing will ever beat being in 
an actual newsroom surrounded by people 
you enjoy. 

I’m happy I spent my 
summer working at the News-Star. Jug-
gling my internship with my other job in 
Norman took some effort, but overall, the 
internship was fun and full of experiences. 
To the News-Star staff, even though we 
didn’t get the chance to get to know each 
other, I thank you all for a good summer. 

Kelci McKendrick, Shawnee News-Star
The University of Oklahoma

Summer 
flew by so 
fast. I cannot 
believe my two 
months are 
already over.

My intern-
ship at Watonga Republican has helped 
me continue to gain more experience as a 
writer. 

I was forced out of my comfort zone 
providing news stories every week, but it’s 
something I appreciate. 

The staff in Watonga were so welcom-
ing and showed me what it takes to be a 
writer in the journalism world. 

Also, getting to share the laughs with 
each of them helped me settle into the 
work environment. 

Over the course of my internship, I 
strengthened my writing skills, as well as 
my interviewing and reporting skills. 

I’m thankful for learning the ways of a 
small-town paper. 

One of my favorite sections of the 
newspaper is my Black Lives Matter sto-
ries. I wrote about Black Wall Street and 
the celebration of Juneteenth. 

With everything going in the world 
about African Americans being murdered, 
I wanted to shed light on our history. 

I am very grateful for the many oppor-
tunities Watonga Republican gave me. 

I am looking forward to my next chap-
ter in my career. 

Lakeria Kelly, Watonga Republican
Langston University
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McLoud to offer in-person instruction, virtual learning
By Elisabeth Slay(405) 214-3926
eslay@news-star.com
Twitter: @ElisabethSlay 

Students of McLoud Public Schools will return to classes Tuesday, Aug. 4 and will have either the option to return to in-per-son instruction or continue distance learning.
According to Superin-tendent Steve Stanley, the district is planning for most students to return to school in the fall or continue their education virtually.

Stanley said the dis-trict spent several weeks developing policies and procedures for students attending school in person. “The health and safety of our students and staff is a top priority. These guide-lines have been established using recommendations from (Oklahoma State De-partment of Education), CDC and McLoud Public Schools policies and proce-dures,” Stanley said. Several policies and safety measures regarding 

social distancing will be in effect beginning in the fall Stanley said. 
The administrator said the district released details of its back-to-school plan Tuesday, July 14, which included rules that require students in fourth grade and above to wear appro-priate masks in school, require all staff to wear masks and other such so-cial distancing measures. The remaining policies and procedures are as fol-lows:

Individuals entering any MPS facilities for any rea-son during this time will have their temperature taken.  If their temperature is 100.0 or above they will not be allowed into the fa-cility. Students with a tem-perature over 100.0 will be placed in a designated area for pick-up within one hour of parent/guardian notification. 
Anyone entering the fa-cilities will be asked a series of questions that will be reflective of any symptoms 

of COVID-19.
Staff members will sign-in each time they enter the building and will no-tify the administration if their temperature is over 100.0.  Staff members with a temperature of 100.0 or higher will not be allowed to remain in the building.  Staff will be asked to re-main at home until they are fever-free for three days. If other symptoms are pres-ent they should remain at 
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US-177 ramp to 
I-40 in Shawnee closed through 
Thursday

The following ramp clo-sure will take place at US-177 and I-40 in Shawnee for surface repairs:The northbound US-177 ramp to eastbound I-40 (mm 181) will be closed from 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday.
Motorists are advised to locate an alternate route during this time.

Oklahoma’s 2020 sales tax holiday is Aug. 7-9
Oklahoma’s annual sales tax holiday starts Friday Aug. 7 at 12:01 a.m. and ends Sunday Aug. 9 at midnight. The state sales tax of 4.5% will be waived on clothing and footwear items that are less than $100. 

Two area events canceled because of pandemic
Amid growing concerns over COVID-19, the Pot-tawatomie County Free Fair Board has decided to cancel this year’s fair at the Shawnee Expo Center.Planning for the 83rd annual event began last fall, but after consulting with health officials and area schools, the decision was made to cancel.The same is true for Te-cumseh’s biggest annual event, Frontier Days. Te-cumseh Together has de-cided to cancel that event because of COVID-19 fears. Both events are expected to return in 2021.

Okla. governor 
says he has 
tested positive 
for COVID-19

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt announced Wednesday that he’s the first governor in the United States to test positive for the coronavirus and that he is isolating at home.Stitt, 48, said he mostly feels fine, although he start-ed feeling “a little achy” on Tuesday and sought a test. He said his wife and children were also tested Tuesday and that none of them have tested positive.Stitt has backed one of the country’s most aggres-sive reopening plans, re-sisted any statewide man-date on masks and rarely wears one himself.

• Barbara J. Hawkins• Mirna Elena Muñoz Villalaz de Roberts• Loren Franklin 
Washburn
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STATE BRIEF

By Kelci McKendrickkmckendrick@news-star.comRight off Leo Avenue, just south of 45th Street, a new path is in the works for the monks of St. Gregory’s Abbey.
The path — in a concrete and asphalt form — will be a new half-mile entrance that leads directly to the Roman Catholic monastery and a new parking area, apart from the current entrance which also leads to what is now Oklahoma Baptist University’s Green Campus.

“(The monastery has) a very good and positive relationship (with OBU),” said the Rt. Rev. Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., abbot of the monastery. “But as the monastery looks to our future long term, we see that we need to, in a sense, reorient the campus to the monastery to both affirm our identity and to make accommodations for the activities that we look forward to hosting.”The new entrance will come in from Leo Avenue and make a long curve leading directly to a new parking area just north of the conference center. The drive will be lined with trees, energy-efficient lighting and a pedestrian sidewalk with sitting areas.After St Gregory’s Uni-versity closed after fall 2017, Hobby Lobby bought the campus and is now leas-ing it to OBU. OBU owns the university facilities and the campus, including the entrance drive.
St. Gregory’s Abbey was independent of SGU, so af-ter the closure, the abbey maintained ownership of 

the church, the monastery, the dining hall and other workshop facilities and greenhouses on campus, Stasyszen said.
The challenge the mon-astery faces with the cur-rent entrance is sufficiency of parking and access to the abbey’s facilities. The monastery’s current activ-ities, the recently opened Monk’s Marketplace retail store and big events and celebrations attract a num-ber of visitors, Stasyszen said. 

“Fortunately, our good neighbors at OBU — we use their areas for parking, which we can accommo-date the number of cars, but it’s not really conve-nient for the people who are coming to our activi-ties,” Stasyszen said.Stasyszen said the monks anticipate that the activities in the conference facility will continue to grow. He also said that they plan to extend the facility to in-clude a guest house that could accommodate for 100 people. In addition, the monks are also planning to build a public library.Stasyszen said he also anticipates that traffic at the Green Campus will in-crease, especially if there are ever any large events hosted there.
“We’re trying to think ahead as to how to best accommodate the two en-tities working together,” Stasyszen said. “Also, the current road is the only point of entrance and egress from the campus, so if there are large events if there’s an emergency on 

By Vicky O. MisaVicky.misa@news-star.com(405) 214-3962
Twitter: @Vicky_NewsStarThe Avedis Foundation has awarded $14,743 in grant funding to Project: SAFE toward safety im-provements.
“Project: SAFE is very grateful to the Avedis Foundation for their continued support of our agency,” Project: SAFE Executive Director Renee Clemmons said. “This grant will assist us in pri-oritizing the safety and well-being of our clients and staff while providing essential services to vic-tims of abuse.”

The Avedis Foundation takes pride in supporting Project: SAFE and their mission to protect victims of domestic violence, Ave-dis President and CEO 

Dr. Kathy Laster said. “Renee Clemmons and her staff, along with a passionate board, are un-wavering in their dedica-tion to this organization,” she said.
The grant will provide additional security fea-tures to the infrastructure of their facilities to prop-erly safeguard staff and clients, Laster said. “We believe in the critical work this organi-zation does on behalf of vulnerable citizens in our community,” Laster said. Project: SAFE serves victims of domestic and sexual violence and stalking; those services are focused on safety, self-sufficiency and em-powerment. 

Crisis intervention ser-vices, including emergen-cy shelter and a 24-Hour 

hotline, also are provided in an effort to prevent violence. 
With the support of community partners, Project: SAFE continues to raise awareness, ed-ucate and advocate for social change. 

“Our goal is to cause a decrease in violence and an increase in justice and freedom for victims,” Clemmons said. 
To support the perpet-ual mission of this orga-nization both now and in the future donations can be made directly to Project: SAFE.

For more information about Project: SAFE, call (405) 273-9953 or visit projectsafeok.com.For more information about Avedis, call (405) 273-4055 or visit avedis-foundation.org.

Project: SAFE awarded nearly $15K grant

THE AVEDIS FOUNDATION

St. Gregory’s Abbey to build new entry drive to monastery campus

SHAWNEE

ABBEY, Page 5A

Pictured, from left, are Avedis Foundation President and CEO Dr. Kathy 

Laster; Project: SAFE Executive Director Renee Clemmons; and Avedis Pro-

gram Director Tracy Meeuwsen.PROVIDED PHOTO
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Juneteenth is short for June 19, a holiday commemorating
the day which marked the effective end of slavery in the
United States.

As the Civil War came to a close in 1865, a number of peo-
ple remained enslaved, especially in remote areas where there
was little fighting. Word of slavery’s end traveled slowly and
for those who were largely isolated from Union armies, life
continued as if freedom for slaves did not exist.This was especially the case in Texas, where thousands of
slaves were not made aware of freedom until June 19, 1865,
when Union Gen. Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston and
issued an order officially freeing them. He stated ‘The people
of Texas are informed that in accordance with a Proclamation
from the Executive of the United States, all slaves are free.
This involves an absolute equality of rights and rights of prop-
erty between former masters and slaves and the connection
heretofore existing between them becomes that between
employer and hired laborer.’ Texas was the last Confederate
state to have the proclamation made.Celebrations of the day began as early as 1866 in Texas,
where they were church-centered.On Jan. 1, 1980, Juneteenth became an official Texas state
holiday through the efforts of Al Edwards, an African
American state legislator. The successful passage of this bill
marked Juneteenth as the first emancipation celebration grant-
ed official state recognition.  Edwards has since actively
sought to spread the observance of Juneteenth across
America. In most areas, it is still a local event although it is
recognized in 47 states as a state holiday or day of observance.

The two-and-a-half year delay between the official
Emancipation Proclamation and the recognition of such in
Texas Juneteenth represents how freedom and justice in the

U.S. has too oftenbeen delayed ordenied for blackpeople. Thedecades after theend of the warwould see awave of lynching,imprisonment andJim Crow lawstake root. Whatfollowed was thedisproportionateimpact of massincarceration,discriminato-
ry housing
policies and
a lack of
e c o n o m i c
investment.
And now,
as national
a t t e n t i o n
r e m a i n
focused on
acts of
police violenceand various racial profiling inci-dents, it is clear that while progress has been made in black
America’s 150 years out of bondage, considerable barriers
continue to impede that progress.Today, Juneteenth is enjoying a phenomenal growth rate
within communities and organizations throughout the country.
Museums such as the Smithsonian Institution, the Henry Ford
Museum and many others have begun sponsoring Juneteenth-

c e n -
tered activities. In recentyears, a number of local and nationalJuneteenth organizations have risen to take their place along-
side older organizations, all with the mission to promote and
cultivate knowledge and appreciation of African American
history and culture.
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By Lakeria Kelley
Staff Writer

Why we celebrate

While Americans' rage over racial injustice boiled over
into protests over George Floyd’s death in police custody,
May 31 also marked the 99th anniversary of one of the
worst acts of racial violence the country has ever seen. 

During the 1920s, the Tulsa Greenwood District was
nicknamed "Black Wall Street." There were in excess of
300 black-owned businesses, including two theaters, high
end luxury shops, restaurants, physicians, hotels, grocers,
jewelers and even a pilot who claimed his own private
plane. The thriving community also had a school system,
post office, banks, a hospital and public transportation.

The achievement of this black community, however,
made some white individuals in Tulsa jealous and furious,
according to Mechelle Brown, executive of projects at the
Greenwood Cultural Center.The pressure reached its tipping point after an elevator
incident between a 17-year-old white woman named Sarah
Page and a 19-year-old African American man named
Dick Rowland. Page worked as an elevator operator and
Rowland would utilize the elevator consistently. On this
particular day, once the elevator doors shut screaming was
heard. After the elevator opened, Rowland ran and was
later captured. Page at first asserted that she was
ambushed. While Page never pressed charges, authorities
did, and before the day was over the gossip was that Page
had been assaulted. On May 31, a gathering of black and white men went up
against one another at the town hall where Rowland was
being held. After shots were discharged, all hell broke
loose. Outnumbered African Americans withdrew to

Greenwood District. However, by early morning the fol-
lowing day, a white crowd began to plunder, vandalize
and burn organizations, businesses and homes in
Greenwood. 
In a range ofonly 24 hours,35 blocks werescorched andmore than1,200 housesd e s t r o y e d .Contemporaryreports of deathtolls started at36, yet histori-ans now believeas many as 300people died,according to theTulsa HistoricalSociety andMuseum.

To honorBlack WallStreet, Dr.Ricco Wright inTulsa hasopened a galleryfor individualsto learn aboutthe massacreand the accom-plishments of

those who lived in the Greenwood District.  The gallery is
open 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday

By Lakeria Kelley
Staff Writer

Into the ashes:The Tulsa Race Massacres

Police brutality toward minority people has been the center
of attention nationally since the May 25 death of George
Floyd. Floyd, a black man, died after a white police officer in
Minneapolis knelt on his neck for more than eight minutes
while Floyd cried out he couldn’t breathe. The aim of the
Watonga Police Department is to extend equal treatment to
all citizens regardless of the color of their skin.“I don't think any life should be taken like his was... we are
taught in Oklahoma if you hold somebody on the ground, your
knee is crossed by the shoulder blade so it won’t obstruct or
break the neck. That technique (the one used in Minnesota) is
outlawed in Oklahoma” Shawn Kays, Chief of Watonga
Police Department said.

The police department is a diverse team consisting of two
African Americans, a Puerto Rican, two Hispanic officers,
one Colombian and a Caucasian. For a small department, the
application is thick and thorough. Once an application is fin-
ished the candidate undergoes a background check and talks
with the chief. The chief said he considers himself a good
judge of character and reads people well. It has helped the
department avoid hiring ‘gypsy’ cops who work only a short
time at small town departments before moving on to the next,
often plagued by citizen complaints.“Nobody hates a bad cop as much as a good cop does,”
Kays stated.

The Watonga police department started a community
action group three years ago to build relationships and trust
between the officers and the community. The committee uses
best practices in community outreach, community policing

and community engagement. The community action group
will achieve its mission by having a board of directors to
ensure the relationships are developed.The desired relationships are with community-based organ-
izations and work to engage the community, making it aware
of outreach programs.The action group also seeks to work closely with neighbor-
ing law enforcement, partner with community groups and
coordinate with the department to ensure consistent messag-
ing on key community concerns and issues. As far as the ongoing protests, Kays said a Black Lives
Matter event here would be perfectly acceptable – if it
remained a peaceful protest and wasn’t hijacked by outside
bad actors who may want to infiltrate the protest and turn it
into a destructive or violent riot.

By Lakeria Kelley
Staff Writer

My two cents:
An Interview with Watonga Police
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DEATHS
BOB HENLINE, editor of The Cordell 
Beacon, died August 19, 2020. He was 
50.

Henline was traveling home to 
Oklahoma following a visit to family 
and friends in Utah when he had a 
heart attack. He died at the University 
of New Mexico Health Sciences Cen-
ter in Albuquerque.

Henline was born August 1, 1970, 
in Murray, Utah. He graduated from 
Bingham High School in 1988 and 

went on to study at Boston University, 
followed by graduate work at George-
town University.

Henline married a friend from 
high school, Melissa Paul, on June 
15, 2011. The couple moved to Libby, 
Montana, where Bob worked for The 
Western News as editor and reporter. 
He later became editor and publisher 
of the Kootenai Country Montana 
magazine. 

In November 2018, he moved to 

Oklahoma and became editor of The 
Cordell Beacon. 

He also officiated quite a few wed-
dings, including his own daughter’s 
and sister-in-law’s.

He is survived by his wife, Melissa 
Henline; brother, Ken Henline; chil-
dren Aidyn Henline, Ethan Henline, 
Ariana Bronson (Riley), Anthony 
Bronson, Philicia Sorensen (Teo); and 
two grandchildren.

Marilyn Louise Duck 
Sept. 15, 2019

Oweida Smiley 
Sept. 25, 2019

Sally Bright 
August 3, 2019

Bob Haring 
August 24, 2019

Windsor Ridenour 
August 24, 2019

Paul D. Shell 
August 27, 2019

Remembering our friends & colleagues who died the previous year

WILLIAM DAVID McCULLOUGH, lead 
OPA and LSP attorney, died August 
27, 2020. He was 67.

McCullough started his career as a 
journalist who later, as an attorney, 
became a champion for freedom of 
information and First Amendment 
issues.

After graduating with a B.A. in 
Journalism from the University of 
Oklahoma in 1977, he became a gen-
eral assignment reporter for The Dun-
can Banner. 

He was named sports editor of the 
Pauls Valley Daily Democrat in 1978, 
and a year later was hired as manag-
ing editor of the Guthrie Daily Leader. 
In his two years as editor, he became 
known for his unwavering pursuit of 
government controversies as well as 
mentoring journalists who went on to 
distinguished careers.

McCullough entered the University 

of Oklahoma’s School of Law in 1981 
and graduated in 1984.

In 1989, he joined the law firm 
of Michael Minnis & Associates, 
and went on to work with Minnis at 
Doerner, Saunders, Daniel & Ander-
son LLP.

After Minnis retired earlier this 
year, McCullough served as general 
counsel for the Oklahoma Press Asso-
ciation and as lead counsel of OPA’s 
Legal Services Plan.

He was a founding member of 
Freedom of Information Oklahoma 
(FOI Oklahoma). He was elected 
as president in 1993 and then was 
named as an advisory board member. 
He also was the author of the Okla-
homa Open Government Guide as 
part of the 50 state Open Government 
Guide published by the Reporters 
Committee for Freedom of the Press.

He was honored with the Oklaho-
ma SPJ First Amendment Award in 

1996 and then FOI Oklahoma’s Mari-
an Opala First Amendment Award in 
2017.

McCullough served as the Chief 
Counsel and Attorney General for the 
Wyandotte Nation Tribe over the past 
28 years. He also served as a trusted 
advisor to former Chief, Leaford Bear-
skin, and present Chief, Billy Friend. 
This year, McCullough was chosen by 
tribal leadership to be the “Wyandotte 
Nation Person of the Year” and was to 
be honored at the annual meeting in 
September.

McCullough also worked with the 
Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma for more 
than 35 years. 

McCullough is survived by his par-
ents, Billy and Mona; his wife of 38 
years, Debra Jo; his four daughters, 
Cathryn (Robert), Jayme (Mike), Jo 
Caryn (Barney), and Cayla (Derek); 
seven grandchildren; and his seven 
younger brothers and sisters.

EVELYN SUE WHATLEY, a former 
employee for The Oklahoman, died 
July 23, 2020. She was 65.

She was born October 17, 1954, in 
Oakland, Calif., but grew up in Moore, 
Okla.

She worked for The Daily Okla-
homan for nearly 30 years and later 
retired from there. 

Pauls Valley had been her home for 
the past six years.

Whatley is survived by her chil-

dren: Shannon of Pauls Valley, Shawn 
Whatley of Paoli; Brent Whatley of 
Edmond, and Aimee Butler of Wynne-
wood; and 10 grandchildren.

Thank you to the following for their recent donations to the Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation:
Andy & Karen Rieger in memory of David McCullough.
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Please donate to the Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation. A donation 

to ONF will support its efforts to improve the state’s newspaper industry and quality of 

journalism. ONF’s programs include training and education for professional journalists, 

scholarship and internship programs for journalism students, and Newspaper in 

Education efforts. ONF relies on donations and memorial contributions to fund these 

programs. If you would like to make a donation, please send a check to: 

OKLAHOMA NEWSPAPER FOUNDATION, 3601 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Okmulgee Times
names Factor as 
sports editor

Jacob Factor is the 
new sports editor at the 
Okmulgee Times.

He previously served 
as editor of the Man-
gum Star.

Factor went to Okla-
homa Baptist Univer-
sity and majored in 
journalism and mass 
communications.

During his junior 
year at college, he 
covered sports for the 
Countywide & Sun. 

Factor interned at 
the Sequoyah County 
Times and then worked 
part-time at the McIn-
tosh County Democrat 
before joining the 
Mangum Star.

“I’m excited to be 
back in Green Coun-
try covering sports in 
Okmulgee County,” 
Factor said.

Calley Lamar has been 
named a news staff writer 
at The Ponca City News.

Lamar attended college 
at Northwestern State 
University in Alva for a 
semester before moving 
to Weatherford to attend 
Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University, where he 
majored in communica-
tions.

He worked as a report-
er/photographer at The 
Okeene Record in 2016 
before moving to Oklahoma 
City to attend film school at 
Oklahoma City Community 
College.

Lamar moved back to 
Okeene and worked as a 
substitute teacher before 
being offered a position as 
a graphic artist at the Ponca 

City News, and then being 
promoted to reporter. 

He has a background in 
theater, and experience as 
a cameraman and video 
editor.

“I’m looking forward to 
taking a deep dive into the 
community as a staff writ-
er,” said Calley.

The Clinton Daily News 
recently welcomed two 
new staff members to its 
newsroom – news reporter 
Melissa Javorsky and pho-
tographer Litzy Silos.

Javorsky is a senior at 
Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University where she 
is involved with several 
organizations. She is major-
ing in communications and 
minoring in public rela-
tions.

 “I’ve been writing for a 
publication for nearly eight 
years now, and I really 
enjoy the work and getting 
to interact with so many 
different people on a regu-
lar basis,” Javorsky said. 

“I’m still relatively new 
to the area, so I look for-
ward to getting to know 
Clinton and its residents 
better.”

Silos is a senior at Clin-
ton High School. She plans 

on attending the University 
of Oklahoma after gradua-
tion and studying journal-
ism.

“Since I’m looking to 
study something in the 
journalism field, I thought 
this would be beneficial 
for me and help me decide 
if that’s the road I want 
to take,” Silos said. “It’s a 
great first job. I get to meet 
more people in the commu-
nity.”

Rod Serfoss, publisher 

of the Clinton Daily News, 
said he is pleased to have 
talented people like Melis-
sa and Litzy as part of the 
team.

“Their attention to detail 
and their passion to bring 
the news through stories 
and pictures is something 
that will be noticed by the 
more than 5,000 people 
who read each edition of 
the Clinton Daily News,” 
Serfoss said.

Litzy Silos (above) and Melissa Javorsky 
(right) are new staff members at the Clinton 
Daily News.

New staff members at Clinton Daily News

Ponca City News names Lamar as staff writer
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Fonts are a good way to 
freshen up an ad or special 
section so let’s look at a 
safe way to find free fonts.

Google offers free fonts 
to download. These fonts 
are open source, which 
means they can be offered 
free to the public.

To see what’s available, 
go to fonts.google.com. 
Most of the fonts there are 
designed for websites. For 
printing, you need to find 
fonts that are optimized for 
print. Stick to OpenType 
and TrueType fonts. 

The latest type of fonts 
available are variable fonts, 
which are supported by 
new versions of the Adobe 
Create Cloud. Variable 
fonts allow you to vary the 
width of the characters 
right on the page, if the 
font supports it. However, 
they may not translate well 
on the press. As with many 
new technologies, it’s best 
to test and adopt them 
slowly. 

If the font you choose 
doesn’t work well with your 
older version of Creative 
Suite, look for another 
option out of the thousands 
available. 

When choosing a new 
font look to see if the 
descenders overlap the 

ascenders in the type. 
Check to see if kerning 
works well in InDesign. 
Build a sample ad with 
type in it, then print it on 
site. Although this does not 
guarantee it will work on 
a web press, it should give 
you an idea of how kerning 
will look.

Test, test, test before 
using a new font, but have 
fun with it. 

Many newspapers are 
still using fonts created in 
the 1990’s. Some of these 
may not work well on 
newer programs and com-
puters. Windows 10 and 
the new Mac OSX systems 
are both having trouble 
with the older fonts. Some-
times they just won’t work. 

Another almost free site 
is www.1001freefonts.com. 
They charge $19.95 for full 
access to their large library 
of fonts. The site is listed 
as safe but that doesn’t 
mean you should download 
everything. Be picky and 
only install fonts that you 
use. Your computer will 
run better without thou-
sands of fonts on it. 

Another site to check 
out is www.fontspace.com. 
This site lists fonts that 
are either 100% free or for 
personal use. Newspapers 
should stick to the ones 
that say they are 100% free. 
It downloads both Open-
Type fonts and TrueType 

fonts in a Zip file, but some 
only offer TrueType fonts. 

After unzipping the 
file, double click the font 
file and an install window 
opens. There is a button 
at the top that says install. 
Click it to install the font. 
Macs install the font in the 
User > Library > Font folder, 
not in the main library font 
folder. 

To get to the user fold-
er (in case you want to 
remove a font), hold down 
Option on the keyboard. 
Then in the menus at the 
top of the screen choose 
Go > Library. This opens the 
user library where you can 
see the fonts just installed. 
Put the ones you don’t want 
in the trash and empty it 
after the computer’s next 
restart. 

On a Windows 10 com-
puter, fonts are installed 
in the main drive, mostly 
called C > Windows > Fonts 
inside another folder that 
looks like a font icon. 
Inside you’ll find the italic, 
bold and regular fonts that 
are installed. To remove 
ones you don’t want, right 
click and go to Delete, then 
empty the recycle bin.

Adobe’s Creative Cloud 
has its own fonts, but 
beware of using them if 
anyone who doesn’t have 
the Cloud software needs 
to work on the ad. It’s hard 
to get these fonts to work if 

you don’t have the Creative 
Cloud.

The sites listed here are 
recommended as safe, but 
please do your homework 
before downloading free 
fonts or art from the web. 
If it says “for personal use 
only,” it’s not intended for 
reproduction settings. And 
run anti-virus on the down-
loaded file, if it’s available.

TEXT TO TABLES
When dealing with copy 

that would look better 
in a table, simply place 
the unformatted text into 
InDesign. Next choose Type 
> Show Hidden Characters to 
view the formating.  

Note if the text has 
tabs (>>) or spaces(.......) 
between the columns. If 
it’s tabs, select the text and 
go to Table > Convert text to 
table. If the text has spaces, 
go to Edit > Find/Change to 
quickly replace all spaces 
with tabs. Type the largest 
number of spaces between 
two columns in Find what: 
and in Change to: tell it one 
tab (^t). To get that tab code 
go to the fly-out pop-up 
menu that looks like an @ 
symbol and choose tab. If 
your text doesn’t have con-
sistent spaces, you’ll need 
to repeat this process until 
there’s just one tab between 
columns. 

To format a row or col-
umn in InDesign, hold the 
mouse pointer (while in 
text tool) outside the table 
box till it becomes a pointer 
(➞). Then the whole row or 
column can be selected at 
once for formatting. 

Where to get free fonts safely; text to tables in InDesign 
Computer Notes

from the road
by Wilma Newby

wnewby@okpress.com

LEGAL ADVICE
is just one of the benefits of being a member of the Oklahoma Press 
Association’s Legal Services Plan. Remove the worry of needing  
professional advice by enrolling today. For more information contact:

OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION’S 

LEGAL SERVICES PLAN 

1-888-815-2672 or 405-499-0020

OPA Computer Consultant Wilma 
Newby’s column is brought to you 
by the Oklahoma Advertising Net-
work (OAN). For more information 
on the OAN program, contact 
Oklahoma Press Service at (405) 
499-0020.
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lsutliff@okpress.com, (405) 499-0026	
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DIGITAL CLIPPING 
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ssmith@okpress.com, (405) 499-0035 

CREATIVE SERVICES
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OPA STAFF DIRECTORY

WORTH MENTIONING  
READER’S CHOICE AWARDS POPULAR IN ADA

The Ada News kicked off its annual 
Reader’s Choice Award Contest in August.

Categories in the contest range from 
shopping to services to people. 

Each winner was contacted in mid-Sep-
tember with a certificate of recognition, 
vinyl banner to place in the store or lawn 
frontage identifying the prestigious honor and bragging 
rights for one year. All winners will be featured in a special 
publication later this month.

 “This promotion gets the community all fired up. The 
businesses like the good competition and it’s a great way 
to get involved and show support,” said LeaAnn Wells, Ada 
News’ promotion coordinator.

READERS NOMINATE BEST OF BEST IN CLAREMORE
The Claremore Progress is asking readers to nominate 

their favorite business, services, people and things to do in 
the Claremore community for the Best of Claremore con-
test. 

Readers have been given the opportunity to vote for 
their favorite local businesses and professionals for several 
years. 

“They know their business community, and they’re 
proud to give rave reviews. And we know that’s why the 
honor of ‘Best Of’ is a big deal for our local businesses,” 
said a story announcing the competition.

VINITA JOURNAL EDITOR HONORED AT FOOTBALL GAME
A trio of local football supporters – including David 

Burgess, managing editor of the Vinita Daily Journal – was 
honored at the opening night game of the Vinita Hornets 
football team.

Burgess, who has provided sports coverage for the Hor-
nets for more than 40 years, was honored along with Tom 
Combs, longtime former coach and recent COVID-19 sur-
vivor, and Jim Dishman, retired Vinita principal and long-
time videographer of Hornet football.

OKMULGEE TIMES STARTS TV LISTINGS
The Okmulgee Times recently began publishing TV list-

ings.
The listings, which will be in each Friday’s edition, were 

made possible by sponsorships, said Anthony Nieto, gener-
al manager of the Okmulgee Times.

EAKLY FEATURING LOCAL AUTHORS IN NEW COLUMN
The Country Connection News in Eakly recently 

launched a new column featuring Oklahoma authors. 
Joyce Carney, publisher of the Country Connection News, 
who is a member of the Oklahoma Writers Federation, Inc. 
(OWFI), said one day she mentioned to other members of 
OWFI that she would like to do book reviews in the news-
paper. “And before I knew it, I had enough books offered 
to fill a year’s worth of columns,” said Carney. The column, 
titled “Okie Library,” debuted in the August 18 edition. 

READERS VOTE ON WINNERS IN LAWTON’S VIRTUAL FAIR
The Lawton Constitution recently hosted its first ever 

Virtual County Fair. 
In addition to nine livestock categories, the fair included 

12 arts-themed categories including quilts, clothing, knit-
ting/crocheting, painting, sculpture, color photography, 
black and white photography, arts and crafts, toymaking, 
woodworking, jewelry and leatherwork.

Entry in the virtual fair was free. All it took to enter was 
a visit to swoknews.com/second_street, choosing the cate-
gory, uploading a photo of the work and briefly describing 
it. After entries closed on Aug. 30, public voting began to 
select winners. Winning entries will remain on the site for 
30 days and all winners will receive certificates.

ARDMOREITE RECOGNIZES STAFF IN FULL-PAGE AD
The Ardmoreite ran a full-page ad in its Sept. 6 edi-

tion, thanking its employees for their service. The edition 
featured several ads from local businesses honoring their 
employees on Labor Day, an editorial titled “Celebrating 
Our Nation’s Workforce” and features on Frontline Heroes.
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Enter and Win a 
$100 Check 

from Oklahoma 
Natural Gas!

The July 2020 
Oklahoma Natural Gas 

Column and Editorial Contest
was judged by a member of the 

Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame.

1. Each month, send a tearsheet 
or photocopy of your best 
column and/or editorial to 
Oklahoma Natural Gas 
Contest, c/o OPA, 3601 N. 
Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, 
OK 73105-5499. Entries also 
may be emailed (full-page 
tearsheet) to news@okpress.
com.

2. Include the author’s name, 
name of publication, date 
of publication and category 
entered (column or editorial).

3. Only ONE editorial and/or 
ONE column per writer per 
month will be accepted.

4. All entries for the previous 
month must be at the OPA 
office by the 15th of the 
current month.

5. Winning entries will be 
reproduced on the OPA 
website at www.OkPress.com.

Entries must 
have been previously 

published in print. 

Contest open to 
all OPA member 

newspapers.

Although Oklahoma Natural Gas 
Company selects representative 
contest winners’ work for use 
in this monthly ad, the views 
expressed in winning columns and 
editorials are those of the writers 
and don’t necessarily reflect the 
Company’s opinions.

OKLAHOMA NATURAL GAS CONTEST WINNERS

I didn’t know it at the time, but four years 
ago this month, a baby boy was born 
that was about to truly change my life 
and me forever. 
I nearly said “no” to the call asking if I’d 
take him on an emergency placement 
for a few days. I worked long hours and 
was pretty sure my roommate Sandra 
(who agreed to co-foster with me) wasn’t 
thrilled about helping with a newborn, 
even for just a few days. After all, she’d 
already raised two kids and had two 
grandkids to boot. 
We hadn’t been certified very long and 
after a bumpy start with an unexpect-
edly short one week placement, neither 
of us were sure if we even wanted to 
continue. So I was definitely, in no way, 
prepared for a newborn and was frankly 
scared to pieces. So after a quick call 
to confer with Sandra we hung up and 
I started looking for the number to call 
DHS back and decline. Before I could 
dial the number, my phone rang. It was 
Sandra. I answered and she simply said, 
“Tell them yes.” 
I was surprised and confused. When I 
asked why, she said it was only for a few 
days and “I know you really want to.” 
She was right. I had no clue how I was 
going to take care of a newborn, even 
for a day, but my heart definitely wanted 
to. 
I left work early and within a few hours 
we had gathered a bassinet, some bot-
tles, a few outfits and other necessities. 
Then we waited for him to be brought to 

us from the hospital. 
He arrived in a wonderful new car seat, 
generously donated, that was far too 
big for his tiny, 4-day-old self. He was 
wearing a hospital baby gown and one-
sie, had a paci, one hospital blanket and 
enough diapers and formula to get him 
through the next 10 hours or so, until 
around 6 a.m. 
I went to get him out of the car seat and 
suddenly felt like one of those stereotyp-
ical characters in a movie, usually a guy, 
who gets handed a baby and has no 
idea what to do with it. My cluelessness, 
and fear, had to be written all over my 
face. Most new moms have up to nine 
months to plan for a newborn’s arrival. I 
had a few frantic hours. Regardless, the 
moment I met the Little Man was the first 
day my life felt like it had meaning. 
I never expected in a million years to get 
to witness his transformation from that 
fragile newborn, to a running, bouncing, 
sassing almost 3-year-old. Yep. Those 
words uttered by DHS of “just for a few 
days” turned into nearly three years. 
Had I known, I never would have said 
yes, but I’m so grateful I did. His pres-
ence in my life for the first part of his life 
was literally the greatest gift of my life. 
He got to go home with his family just 
before his third birthday. I even feel 
blessed to feel the continued pain of 
his absence because that means I did 
my job and so did his family. <3 Happy 
Birthday, Little Man. I love you, GG.  

JULY COLUMN WINNER
JENNIFER PITTS, Countywide & Sun

What if she had said no after all?

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE JULY WINNERS

Column: JENNIFER PITTS, Countywide & Sun

Editorial: WAYNE TROTTER, Countywide & Sun


