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For the first time, city/town 
population instead of newspa-
per circulation will determine 
divisions in the Oklahoma 
Press Association’s annual 
Better Newspaper Contest.

The OPA Awards Commit-
tee made the recommendation 
to base divisions on popula-

tion, which was approved by 
the OPA Board of Directors in 
September. 

“We have talked about this 
change for several years. I’m 
glad to see it. Contest judging 
will always be subjective, 
but it is important that we 
strive for fairness. Having 

newspapers in similar markets 
compete against each other 
addresses some of the funda-
mental unfairness inherent in a 
circulation-based model,” said 
Mark Thomas, OPA Executive 
Vice President.

This year’s population divi-
sions consist of two divisions 

for daily newspapers; five 
divisions for weekly news-
papers; semi- and tri-weekly 
division; and a college news-
paper division. Division place-
ment for the daily and weekly 
divisions will be determined 
after all entries are received.

Free registration for the OPA Legislative Summit

See Newspaper Contest, Page 2

Mark your calendar for the 
Oklahoma Press Association’s 
Legislative Summit, scheduled 
for Thursday, February 10, at 
the Oklahoma State Capitol 
in Oklahoma City. There is no 
fee to attend, but registration 
is required.

The event begins at 9:30 
a.m. when members of OPA 
meet to hear an overview of 
legislative issues affecting 
newspapers.

Then it’s time to visit your 
legislators in their offices. 

The most effective contact 
with legislators is a personal 
visit. Email ranks fourth and 
phone calls rank fifth.

Legislators listen to people 
that make the time to come to 
the Capitol and express their 
concerns. Every organization, 
including those that oppose 
newspaper interests, goes to 

the Capitol to demonstrate 
commitment to their legisla-
tive goals and desires.

Those voices must be off-
set by the presence of news-
paper publishers and editors at 
the Capitol early in the legis-
lative session.

Newspapers have several 
important legislative princi-
ples to support and defend 
including First Amendment 
issues, open meeting and 
records, public notice and 
business issues affecting 
newspapers.

A barbecue lunch will be 
provided by OPA and state 
leaders will speak to members 
of the press in the afternoon .

Register online by Feb-
ruary 7, 2022, for this free 
event at okpress.com/legisla-
tive-summit. The OPA Legislative Summit will be held at the Oklahoma State Capitol in Oklaho-

ma City on February 10, 2022. Register online at okpress.com/legislative-summit.

OPA Better Newspaper Contest changes 
division criteria to city/town population
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From the President
By John Denny Montgomery

Co-Publisher, The Purcell Register • OPA President 2021-2022
I hope everyone’s new year is off to a healthy start.
It hasn’t been the start to the year any of us envisioned but, like 

always, we’ll pull ourselves up by our bootstraps and make the best of it.
It’s scary how Covid continues to have a hold on the country and 

world.
I was talking to my 10-year-old son, Jack, on the way to a baseball practice this week and the 

virus inevitably came up. He has several classmates who have contracted Covid recently and it’s 
been nerve-racking for everyone.

I told him that I feel bad for him because he’s had to deal with this for a major chunk of his 
childhood. Since he was eight he’s been wearing masks, missing school and friends, and just gen-
erally living a different life than most of us ever dreamt of.

But these kids are tough and smart and surely, somehow, this is building character.
At least I hope that’s the case because so far they’ve missed out on so much in their short lives.

WE HAD ANOTHER BUMP IN THE ROAD at our office to start the new year.
It was very minor compared to the terrible pandemic, but a bump nonetheless.
Our telephone provider made us get a new phone system.
Not that we needed it. I remember getting the prior system when I was in high school. I’d say 

we got our money’s worth! 
Change is never easy and switching to new phones presented a few issues.
There are plenty of office problems we have to deal with that can raise your blood pressure, but 

a new phone system that no one knows how to operate will get the ‘ol systolic number up there 
pretty high.

During a training session, our phone company liaison told us “it will be pretty difficult to get 
logged off the system on your own. You’ll almost have to try to log off to actually get logged off.”

The next day I had to log an office coworker back onto the system ...
Said coworker will remain anonymous but she knows who she is.
Needless to say, everyone at our operation was in the hap, hap, happiest mood for most of the 

week.
It’s ironic that I’m the go-to guy in the office to troubleshoot problems like phones being logged 

out because I’m not tech savvy.
But I find myself, as well as our graphic designer David Stull, being called upon to solve all 

kinds of problems. 
From computer networking to InDesign pages crashing, we can figure out most anything.
We do have our limits though and when things really hit the fan OPA’s computer consultant 

Wilma Newby is always a phone call away.
Thank goodness.

JUST A COUPLE REMINDERS OF UPCOMING DEADLINES:
Don’t forget to attend the Oklahoma Press Association Legislative Summit on February 10.
The meeting is free to OPA members and you can make a difference for our profession by 

attending.
It’s always beneficial to meet with your representative face-to-face because it’s a much more 

personal visit.
The deadline to register is February 7.
The 2021 Better Newspaper Contest deadline is also February 7, for all entries to be postmarked 

to the OPA office or submitted online via the contest website.
Show off your work to the rest of the membership.

I HOPE EVERYONE STAYS SAFE AND HEALTHY THIS YEAR.
Here’s to wishing you and your operations a prosperous year.
Hopefully we can all find some sort of normalcy and get past this historic event that we all wish 

we weren’t a part of.

Also new this year is the 
addition of three new catego-
ries – Business Story, Educa-
tion Story and Photo Essay/
Picture Page.

“After thoughtful consider-
ation, the OPA Awards Com-
mittee came up with some 
great changes to the contest 
that will ensure fairness for 
everyone who enters. I’m 
excited to see the new rules 
in action,” said OPA President 
John Denny Montgomery, who 
is co-publisher of The Purcell 
Register.

“The contest is a great way 
for us to be recognized for our 
hard work every year. Entering 
it is a great way to make sure 
staffs get rewarded for the 
outstanding journalism they 
produce,” Montgomery said.

Rules and accompanying 
information for the 2021 
Better Newspaper Contest 
were mailed to publishers 
last month. The information 
is available online at okpress.
com/contest.

All entries must be submit-
ted by Monday, February 7, 
2022. 

The same deadline is appli-
cable for the OPA Magazine 
Contest, Ray Lokey Memo-
rial Award for Excellence in 
Reporting, and ONF Joseph 
H. Edwards Outdoor Writer of 
the Year, as well as nomina-
tions for the OPA Half Centu-
ry Club and Quarter Century 
Club, and the ONF Beachy 
Musselman Award.

For more information about 
these contests and awards, see 
okpress.com/awards or call 
405-499-0020.

Newspaper  
Contest
Continued from Page 1

DEADLINE FOR 
ENTRIES AND  

NOMINATIONS:
MONDAY,  

FEBRUARY 7, 2022
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You’ve Got Questions!
• Can I photograph minors without consent?

• Can police deny access to records by issuing a press release?

• Should I alter my archives when a person demands it?

• Can I report inaccurate testimony given in open court?

• What are the laws about liquor advertising?

These are questions answered by the attorneys for the OPA Legal Services Plan 
members in recent months. Newspapers always need timely legal advice on issues
related to newspaper publishing.

You should join OPA’S LEGAL SERVICES PLAN!
See www.OkPress.com/LSP or contact Mark Thomas 

at (405) 499-0033 or toll-free in Oklahoma 1-888-815-2672 today!

You’ve Got Questions!

These are questions answered by the attorneys for the OPA Legal Services Plan 
members in recent months. Newspapers always need timely legal advice on issues

You should join OPA’S LEGAL SERVICES PLAN!

Publisher raises questions at council meeting regarding
locked doors, council gatherings prior to meeting

Tishomingo City Council 
members were warned of 
alleged violations of the Okla-
homa Open Meeting Act at its 
Dec. 6 meeting.

At that meeting, longtime 
councilman and former Tisho-
mingo mayor Tom Lokey, 
who is also co-publisher of the 
Johnston County Sentinel, told 
the council that he and a Sen-
tinel reporter had both arrived 
to attend a special meeting 
held prior to the regular meet-
ing only to find that the doors 
to City Hall were locked.

Lokey and the reporter 
were there to attend a spe-
cial meeting with Oklahoma 
Municipal Assurance Group 
(OMAG) officials. An agenda 
had been posted for the spe-
cial meeting in accordance 
with state law, but the doors 
were locked.

“I am putting you on notice 
that the doors need to be 
opened for public meetings,” 
Lokey told the council at that 
meeting.

At the council’s January 
3 meeting, Lokey raised 
concerns about an item on 
the agenda regarding council 
gatherings prior to regular 
meetings.

The agenda stated: “…
Council may be present begin-
ning at 5:15 p.m. for an infor-
mal gathering; no business of 
the City will be discussed or 
acted on by a quorum prior to 
the stated meeting time.”

Lokey told the council 
that such a policy may be in 
conflict with the intent of the 
state’s Open Meeting Act.

“As a former council mem-
ber and as your local news-
paper’s publisher, I am very 

concerned about this particular 
statement,” said Lokey.

 “The intent of this part 
of the Open Meeting Act is 
so that, as a group, it can be 
allowed for council to be at 
other functions – such as a 
groundbreaking or festivity – 
not as stated here to be used to 
justify potential pre-meeting 
meetings,” he said.

Lokey recommended that 
the council instead add a 
“general discussion” item to 
the agenda of its regular meet-
ings to allow informal dis-
cussions in front of the public 
“unless specifically meeting 
the requirements of executive 
session.”

There was no discussion by 
the council following Lokey’s 
comments.

News racks for the Miami 
News-Record and Grove Sun 
have been vandalized for the 
past few months. The news-
papers are owned by Reid 
Newspapers.

In many cases, locks 
have been cut off, machines 
made inoperable and money 
removed.

Reports have been filed 
with the Miami and Grove 
police departments and the 
company intends to file 
charges against the individual 
or individuals involved.

Police departments are col-
lecting security video of vari-
ous locations of the machines.

“It is a shame that it gets to 

this point, but we cannot let it 
continue,” said Phillip Reid, 
CEO of Reid Newspapers, 
Inc.

“The problem is the dam-
age it does to the machines, 
which delays readers getting a 
copy of the newspaper.” 

Newspaper racks vandalized in Miami and Grove
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TULSA WORLD IS HERE.

We have state-of-the-art presses
and the capacity to print your papers!
Please contact Ed Ciambrone, Production Director,

Tulsa World Media Company

Ed.Ciambrone@tulsaworld.com Office: 918.699.8803 Cell: 785.218.6953

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A PRINTER,

The Oklahoma Press Asso-
ciation Board of Directors met 
November 11, 2021, by video 
conference call.

Officers attending were 
President John Denny Mont-
gomery, The Purcell Register; 
Vice President Mark Mill-
sap, The Norman Transcript; 
and Treasurer Jeff Mayo, 
Sequoyah County Times.

Directors attending were 
Zonelle Rainbolt, Wesner 
Publications; Don Mecoy, The 
Oklahoman; Shauna Belyeu, 
The Eufaula Indian Journal; 
Sheila Gay, Woodward News; 
and Suzie Campbell, County-
wide & Sun. Misti Rinehart, 
Tulsa World, was unable to 
attend.

Also attending were OPA 
Executive Vice President 
Mark Thomas and Member 
Services Director Lisa Sutliff.

After calling the meeting to 
order, Montgomery asked the 

board to review the minutes 
of the September 16, 2021, 
meeting. The minutes were 
approved as presented.

Thomas presented the OPA 
and LSP financial statements 
for the period ending October 
31, 2021. Thomas said net 
income is slightly lower than 
budgeted but higher than at 
this time last year. LSP is in a 
strong financial condition and 
has no current Plan B defense 
cases, Thomas said. The 
board also reviewed a cash 
consolidated summary and the 
investment report. The board 
acknowledged receipt of all 
reports for the period ending 
October 31, 2021.

The board requested pro-
posals for audit and tax prepa-
ration services from other 
audit firms. OPA, OPS and 
ONF have used the same audit 
firm for the past five years. 
It is recommended that a 

non-profit organization change 
audit firms every three to five 
years. Thomas will prepare 
an RFP and request proposals 
from several accounting firms 
to share with the board for a 
hiring determination.

Committee activity reports 
were presented to the board 
including:

AWARDS COMMITTEE
Gay said the board previ-

ously voted to base the Better 
Newspaper Contest divisions 
on town population instead 
of newspaper circulation and 
tasked the Awards Committee 
with revising the rules. Gay 
said the committee recom-
mended revision of the con-
test rules language as well as 
revising the number of daily 
and weekly newspaper divi-
sions as follows:
DIVISIONS: There are nine (9) divi-
sions.

Division placement for OPA Business 
Member Newspapers is determined 
by city/town population as reported 
in the 2020 Census performed by 
the U.S. Census Bureau and on file 
with the Oklahoma Department of 
Commerce. 

Population Divisions are as follows:

• 2 divisions for Daily Newspapers: 
Division placement will be deter-
mined when all entries have 
been received. Participating daily 
newspapers will be sorted in order 
of city population and entries will 
be divided as equally as possible 
into two population divisions.  
(Decrease from 3 to 2 divisions)

• Semi- and Tri-Weekly Newspapers

• 5 divisions for Weekly Newspa-
pers: 

Division placement will be deter-
mined when all entries have been 
received. Participating weekly 
newspapers will be sorted in order 
of city population and entries will 
be divided as equally as possible 
into five population divisions. 
(Increase from 4 to 5 divisions)

• College Newspapers

The committee also pro-
posed the addition of three 
individual categories to the 

contest: Business Story, Edu-
cation Story, and Photo Essay/
Picture Page.

Gay said the committee 
also proposed removal of the 
Multiple Publications rule 
from the Better Newspaper 
Contest since several newspa-
per companies and groups are 
publishing the same sections 
and content.

The board accepted the 
three recommendations of the 
Awards Committee.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
The Education Commit-

tee met at the OPA office in 
Oklahoma City on October 14 
to plan the 2022 Convention. 
Rainbolt said the committee 
selected a movie theme for 
the June 10-11 convention, 
which will include a tour of 
the Prairie Surf Studios across 
the street from the convention 
venue. Bill Hancock, Oklaho-
ma native and executive direc-
tor of the College Football 
Playoff, will serve as keynote 
speaker. The committee is 
planning a discussion forum 
for Gubernatorial candidates 
in the 2022 election and panel 
discussion by local film- 
making experts and news-
paper representatives. Other 
sessions include: News Flash, 
the annual Congressional 
Q&A, and combined bloopers 
show and ice cream social. 
The committee also planned 
concurrent sessions with three 
news/editorial-focused ses-
sions and three revenue-based 
sessions for Friday afternoon. 

LSP COMMITTEE
Campbell said the LSP 

Committee approved a 
licensing agreement model 
document prepared by LSP 
Attorney Doug Dodd. News-
paper members often receive 
requests for stories and photos 
from their archives. The new 
model document assists in 

OPA board approves contest changes at November meeting

See OPA Board, Page 5 
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KIDS WILL TRY 

ANYTHING…
JUST ADD THE 
RIGHT FLAVOR.

Big Tobacco will stop at nothing 
to addict Oklahoma kids. 
Disposable vapes come in flavors like Sour Apple, 
Mango and Blue Razz – making it easier for kids to 
start vaping and smoking. Once addicted, kids can 
stay hooked for life.

Join the fight to protect our kids at

KIDS WILL TRY 

ANYTHING…
JUST ADD THE 
RIGHT FLAVOR.

4 out of 5 kids who use tobacco start 
with a flavored product.

THAT’S

providing permission for use 
of the archived material. 

OTHER BUSINESS
In other business, the board 

reviewed the OPA-OSU Print 
Journalism Endowment Fund 
trust financial statements for 
the period ending June 30, 
2021. The trust was created by 
donations in 1984 to support 
print journalism programs at 
OSU. Thomas said a five-per-
son committee awards schol-
arships to students that also 
work at the O’Colly student 
newspaper.

Thomas discussed a new 
system, trust.text, which is 
managed by not-for-profit 
JournalList. JournalList is 
working to make it easier for 
online search engines to dif-
ferentiate between legitimate 
and fake news sites. News 
publications that join Journal-
List insert a trust.txt file on 
their websites to identify them 

as trustworthy news sources 
and to network with other 
sites. A motion was made and 
approved by the board to join 
JournalList.

The next regular meeting 
of the OPA Board of Directors 
is scheduled for February 10 
after the Legislative Summit 
at the State Capitol.

OPS BOARD MEETING
Minutes of the September 

16, 2021, board meeting were 
approved as presented.

Mayo presented the OPS 
financial statement, which 
showed an increase in total 
assets and net income. Reve-
nue for the Open Meeting and 
Records book sales, classified 
network and digital clipping is 
higher than budgeted. Equip-
ment maintenance and repair 
expenses increased this year 
due to contracting with an IT 
firm last fiscal year. 

Kurt Gwartney has been 
named as the new execu-
tive director of Freedom of 
Information Oklahoma. 

He is FOI Oklahoma’s 
third director, succeeding 
Andy Moore and Kay Bick-
ham.

Gwartney’s duties will 
include day-to-day admin-
istration, fundraising and 
coordination of FOI Okla-
homa’s education and advo-
cacy events. 

The organization hosts 
an annual First Amendment 
Congress for high school 
students, an awards program 
for transparency champions, 
and a series of educational 
sessions on the Oklahoma 
Open Meeting Act and 
Open Records Act.

Gwartney serves as the 
communications director for 
Phillips Seminary in Tulsa. 
He worked as the communi-
cations director for the east-
ern Oklahoma region of the 
American Red Cross and 
served as the news director 
at NPR affiliate KGOU 
from 2008-2014. 

In addition to studying 
journalism and political 
science at Oklahoma State 
University, Gwartney has a 
bachelor’s degree in organi-
zational management from 
Colorado Christian Univer-
sity, a master’s in divinity 
from Phillips Theological 
Seminary and a certificate 
in nonprofit management 
from the Oklahoma Center 
for Nonprofits.

OPA Board Continued from Page 4

Gwartney named director of 
Freedom of Information Okla.
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© 2021 OGE Energy Corp.
We honor our commitment to strengthen our communities.

At OG&E, we do more than 
energize a power grid. 

PHOTO CONTEST
NOVEMBER 2021 
DAILY, SEMI- AND 

TRI-WEEKLY WINNER:

ANDY
DOSSE� 

Bartlesville
Examiner-Enterprise

NOVEMBER 2021 
WEEKLY WINNER:

ART
HADDAWAY

Owasso Reporter

The November 2021 contest 
was judged by a member 

of the Oklahoma 
Journalism Hall of Fame.

View all winning photos 
and contest rules at 

OkPress.com/
OGE-Photo-Contest

Enter and Win
a $100 Check from 

OGE ENERGY CORP.

For more information 
about the photo contest, visit 

okpress.com/
oge-photo-contest

Erich Minton uses damp newspaper to shape glass in his glassblowing shop in Bartlesville. Erich has been work-
ing with glass for over 18 years and was fi rst introduced to glassblowing at Central College in Pella, Iowa, where 
he graduated as an art major..

Photo by ANDY DOSSETT, Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise, November 7, 2021

Owasso Economic Development Director Chelsea Levo Feary licks whipped cream off her chin after getting a pie 
thrown in her face for the City’s United Way fundraiser.

Photo by ART HADDAWAY, Owasso Reporter, November 3, 2021
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Make Sales Soar Like Magic
Improve your close ratios to 70% or more with the New MiAD

Wizard!

Go to miadwizard.com and see the magic for yourself!

It's a fact that spec ads help close more sales— and yet spec ads are
used less than 20% of the time. Now, with the real-world magic of MiAD®Wizard,
personalizing and presenting spec ads for EVERY prospect is as easy as 1-2-3!

No training. No time wasted. No more tough sells.

800.223.1600
service@metro-email.com
www.metrocreativeconnection.com
miadwizard.com

®

 The Thomas Tribune was 
recently sold to Colton and 
Arianna Parkinson of Fay, 
Okla., announced Paul Miller, 
manager of Trailer Miller Co., 
LLC, and publisher of the 
weekly newspaper.

Prior to the sale, Parkin-
son was the graphic artist 
and advertising director for 
Trail Miller, LLC. She started 
working for The Thomas Tri-
bune in 2004-2005.

A native of Fay, Parkinson 
graduated from Southwestern 
State University in 2007 with 
a degree in Mass Communi-
cations.

“We are very excited to 
serve our community and con-

tinue the traditions that only 
a local publication like The 
Thomas Tribune can bring to 
the area,” said Parkinson. “We 
are looking forward to being 
a part of the next chapter for 
the paper. 

“Colton and I are blessed 
to live in such a great com-
munity and look forward to 
giving back by publishing a 
quality local newspaper.”

Trail Miller, LLC pur-
chased The Thomas Tribune 
in 2019 from the Harold and 
Donna Gleason family.

“We want to thank the 
folks of the Thomas, Fay and 
Custer City communities for 
allowing us to be a part of 

their lives the last couple of 
years,” said Laubach. “Per-
sonal family matters and 
future endeavors require me 
to change focus at Trail Mill-
er Co., and because of my 
great respect for the people of 
Thomas, our family felt it was 
best to let someone local run 
The Thomas Tribune.

“I have the greatest respect 
for Arianna and she has been 
loyal to our company, The 
Tribune and the newspaper 
industry. She and her husband 
are undoubtedly qualified to 
lead the newspaper, and I have 
no doubts that they will serve 
the community well.”

The Thomas Tribune - 01/06/2022

January 11, 2022 4:58 pm (GMT +0:00) 

TTTRIBUNERIBUNERIBUNE
Vol. 120 No. 26 January 6, 2022THURSDAY75 CENTS

Serving Custer, Blaine & Dewey Counties Since 1902
USPS 628000

www.thomastribune.com

Markets

Contact Us

Local Wheat

Crude Oil

Natural Gas

Gasoline

$7.49

$76.08
$3.82

$2.89
*Prices reflect markets as of 
Tuesday, January 4, 20222.

Subscribe to the 
e-edition by visiting

www.thomastribune.com

580-661-3524
thethomastribune@yahoo.com

Subscriber services or
To report a news tip

Community 
Calendar

Community 
Calendar

Community 

Thursday, Jan. 6
• HS Three Rivers 

Tourn. at Enid
• Story Time          

Adventure. 3:45 
pm at Hazel Cross 
Library

Friday, Jan. 7
• HS Three Rivers 

Tourn.  at Enid

Saturday, Jan. 8
• HS Three Rivers 

Tourn. at Enid
• Indian Taco, Music 

6 pm at Fay Com-
munity Center

Monday, Jan. 10
JH West Central Tourn. 
at Thomas

Tuesday, Jan. 11
• HS Basketball vs 

Crescent 6:30 pm at 
Thomas.

• Story Time 10 am 
Hazel Cross Library

Roy Fisher pleased his family and especially his 
granddaughter, Ashley Fisher, by fulfilling her dream 
for him to dress up as Santa. Pictured with Fisher is 
his wife, Janice.

(photo provided)(photo provided)

The Fay Community 
Association is hosting 
an Indian taco and live 
music event this Satur-
day, January 8, 2022. 
The event will be held 
at the Fay Community 
Center in Fay, OK. 

The Indian taco comes 
with dessert and drink 
and is $10 per person 

Indian Taco, music 
event Saturday, Jan. 8

The winner of the Thomas Area Chamber of Commerce  2021 Christmas house decorating contest was Patty Humphreys. 
Tim Billy/The Thomas Tribune

Woodward Livestock Auction did not have sales 
between Christmas and New Year’s. 

Due to press time, the next Woodward Live-
stock Auction will return in the January 13 issue 
of The Thomas Tribune. 

NOTICE

Reprinted with per-
mission from Clinton 
Daily News.

The White Dog Hill 
and Beany Bar have 
new owners, Michale 
Marcy and Devin Ring. 
The restaurant resumed 
service Jan. 5 after a 
short Christmas break 
that started Dec 19.

Marcy and Ring said 
they decided to purchase 
the White Dog restau-
rant because they did not 
want to see the business 
leave Clinton.

“We love Clinton and 
the number of people 
it brings to the area,” 
said Marcy. “We knew 
we wanted the business 
to stay here, so Devin 
and I put our heads to-
gether and purchased it 

together. This is a great 
place for Clinton and 
the western part of the 
state. We’re excited to 
see the growth Clinton 
has had recently, and we 
are glad to continue that 
while keeping White 
Dog around.”

“There’s nothing like 
enjoying a meal here and 
watching the sunset,” 
said Ring. “We have 
enjoyed this restaurant 
and the memories it has 
brought us ever since it 
opened 15 years ago. 
The restaurant not only 
serves people from Clin-
ton; we have also had 
people from all over the 
state hear about it and 
come try it out. We’re 
excited to see the con-
tinued growth of the 

restaurant.”
As of now, Marcy and 

Ring want to keep the 
schedule and menu of 
the restaurant the same 
as they’ve been under 
the ownership of Nelson 
King, the former owner 
of White Dog Hill, be-
fore their ownership of 
the business.

“They say if it’s not 
broken, don’t fix it,” 
said Marcy. “We want 
to keep things similar to 
how they were before we 
took over. Nelson will 
be staying with us until 
Valentine’s Day to help 
us run the business. He 
has done a great job with 
this business, and we 
want to continue that.”

“I started at the restau-

serving from 6-7 p.m. 
The live music is free 
and anyone with an in-
strument is welcome to 
bring it and join in the 
music. The music starts 
at 6:30 p.m. and ends at 
8:30 p.m.

For more information, 
contact Dwaine Horton 
at 580-661-1085.

Council makes tough decision on deployed officer
TPWA installs street signs, removes limbs

The city of Thomas 
held their regular meet-
ing December 14, 2021 
at 6 p.m. Those in atten-
dance were: Ron Smith, 
Skylar Rigsby, Andy 
Thomas, Taffy Rigsby, 
Jennifer Billy, Randy 
Weaver, and Warren 
Manley. Members who 
were absent included 
Jeff Gose and Deborah 
Dyck. 

Call to order was 
by Acting Mayor Ron 
Smith at 5:59 p.m. with 
prayer by Andy Thomas.

Engineering Claim 
forms from Municipal 

Engineering Group for 
Engineering services 
on the Installation of 
SCADA System for 
the City of Thomas 
were all approved to 
be paid. The invoices 
were:  Invoice No. 243-
2012-1    $7,651.02, In-
voice No. 242-20212-2  
$5,027.81,  Invoice No. 
243-2012-3    $6,995.22

The board voted to 
suspend salary and 
benefits effective De-
cember 15, 2021 for 
Deputy Chief Hassler 
until he returns from 
Military Deployment. 

(Hire Date 1-13-21) 
(Military Deployment 
Oct. 25, 2021). (Salary 
& Benefits paid to 12-
15-21).

 Reports from  Reports from 
department headsdepartment heads

Economic Develop-
ment Coordinator Re-
port:

Jennifer  Bil ly in-
formed Council that 
the community holiday 
celebration was a suc-
cess.  She expressed 
her gratitude for all the 
volunteers that assisted 
with the Christmas deco-
ration and activities. 

       Emergency Man-
agement Report

Warren Manley stated 
that his department was 
currently preparing for 
the upcoming storm sea-
son.   Work has begun on 
replacement of the storm 
system control panel at 
the fire station.                                            

No one was present 
to report for the Fire 
Department, Police De-
partment or the Airport 
Authority. 

Financial Report:
Acting Mayor  Ron 
Smith presented the 
monthly financial re-

port to the council. Tax 
and total revenue were 
above projections  year-
to-date. Expenses were 
below projections year-
to-date.

The minutes of the 
November 9, 2021 regu-
lar meeting and review 
of the purchases for De-
cember were approved 
as well as the  Request 
for Appropriation to the 
Street and Alley Cash 
Fund and the General 
Fund.

TPWA Meeting
The Thomas Public 

Works Authority held 

their regular meeting 
following the council 
meeting.  Attending 
were: Randy Weaver, 
Ron Smith, Skylar Rigs-
by, Andy Thomas, Taffy 
Rigsby, Jennifer Billy.

Call  to order was 
by Acting Mayor Ron 
Smith at 6:05 p.m.

Reports from Reports from 
department headsdepartment heads

Water Superintendent 
Randy Weaver informed 
Council of completed 
and upcoming projects. 
The department is cur-
rently picking up limbs 
see COUNCIL page 3

Michale Marcy, Devin Ring new 
owners of  White Dog Hill

New owners of White Dog Hill Devin Ring, left, and Michale Marcy pose in front of the 
original White Dog Hill sign while preparing for the reopening of he restaurant. 

see DOG page 4

Fisher  brings smiles to family

Humphreys wins Christmas House Decorating contest

John 
Small, man-
aging editor 
of the John-
ston County 
Sentinel in 
Tishomingo, 
was recently 
named to 
a two-year 
term on the board of directors 
of the Society of Professional 
Journalists’ Oklahoma Pro 
Chapter.

Small began his journal-
ism career at the Kankakee 

Daily Journal in Illinois while 
attending Olivet Nazarene 
University. After graduating 
in 1991, he returned to his 
home state of Oklahoma as a 
staff reporter for the Johnston 
County Capital-Democrat 
until 1995.

He served a two-year stint 
at the Durant Daily Democrat, 
then returned to the Capi-
tal-Democrat as news editor. 
In 2018, he helped launch the 
Johnston County Sentinel.

Small was awarded the 
Carter Bradley First Amend-

ment Award by SPJ Oklahoma 
in 2019. That same year, he 
received the Ray Lokey Award 
for Excellence in Reporting.

During his career, Small 
has won numerous awards. He 
is also the author of 11 books.

Oklahoma SPJ President 
Heid e Brandes said Small 
brings a wealth of knowledge 
to the SPJ board.

“John Small is an excellent 
addition to our board,” said 
Brandes. “He will be a won-
derful voice for community 
journalists across Oklahoma.”

Trail Miller sells Thomas Tribune to Parkinsons

SPJ Oklahoma names John Small to boardThe Oklahoman 
to end Saturday 
home delivery

Citing shifts toward 
digital news consump-
tion, The Oklahoman 
announced it will cease 
home delivery on Satur-
days beginning March 26.

The new model means 
subscribers will get news-
papers delivered to their 
homes six days a week, 
with a digital newspaper 
available very day.

Ray Rivera, Oklaho-
man executive editor, said 
the change is being made 
in response to subscriber 
and advertising trends.

Subscribers of The 
Oklahoman will have 
access to the USA 
TODAY Network’s full 
suite of e-Editions across 
the country, as well as 
ad-free access to the 
crossword puzzle.

This change is taking 
place at numerous other 
publications in the USA 
TODAY Network, which 
The Oklahoman is part 
of.
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TIM CURTIN, who owned 
and operated the Watonga 
Republican and other area 
newspapers for many years, 
died December 31, 2021. He 
was 77.

Chester Timothy Curtin 
was born September 18, 1944, 
and grew up in Watonga. 

He attended college at 
Oklahoma State University 

but returned home to run the 
Watonga Republican after his 
father passed away. Tim fin-
ished college at Southwestern 
State University in Weather-
ford.

Along with his father, 
Gerald Timothy ‘Cowboy’ 
Curtin, the family owned and 
published the Watonga Repub-
lican for 69 years. 

In addition to the Watonga 

Republican, at one time Curtin 
owned and operated the Can-
ton Times, Okeene Record, 
Hinton Record, Hydro Review 
and Geary Times.

He ran the Watonga Repub-
lican until he retired in 2010. 

He was active in various 
state and local organizations 
throughout his life including 
Kiwanis, Board of Health 
of Blaine County, Masons, 

American Legion, Oklahoma 
Board of Prisons and National 
Guard. 

Curtin is survived by his 
wife, Judy; son, Ward Timo-
thy Curtin of Oklahoma City; 
daughters Trisha Cochlin of 
Edmond, and Carrie Todd of 
Fort Worth; his sister, two 
stepsons, and many other rela-
tives and friends. 

DEATHS

DANA REINSCHMIEDT, a 
salesperson at The Thomas 
Tribune, died December 7, 
2021. She was 48.

Dana Jean (Fite) Rein-

schmiedt was born August 
27, 1973 in Carnegie. She 
was raised in Thomas  and 
graduated from Thomas High 
School in 1991. She married 

Paul Reinschmiedt on August 
27, 1996, in Arapaho.

She was a member of the 
Custer City First Christian 
Church.

Reinschmiedt is survived 
by her husband Paul of the 
home; daughter Darrien Com-
stock of Thomas; son Hunter 
Reinschmiedt of the home; 
two sisters; and one brother.

PAUL LEO SCHNOEBELEN, 
who worked at The Moore-
land Leader after high school, 
died December 17, 2021. He 
was 96.

Schnoebelen was born 
February 12, 1925. After grad-
uating from Mooreland High 

school, he joined his father 
in publishing and editing The 
Mooreland Leader. 

In addition to The Leader, 
he worked at newspapers in 
Roswell, N.M., Macksville, 
Kan., and Plano, Texas. 

Schnoebelen was publisher 

and editor of the Macksville 
Enterprise from 1955-85 and 
was a member of the Kansas 
Press Association. He retired 
from the newspaper business 
and moved to Hot Springs Vil-
lage in 2004.

He married Jo Ann ‘Honey’ 

Kepler in Mooreland in 1948 
and they had six children.

Schnoebelen is survived 
by his son, Randy; daughters 
Stephanie Stoklosa, Jamie 
Burch, and Tawn Schnoebel-
en; 17 grandchildren and 18 
great-grandchildren.

ROSEMARY RIDDLE SIMP-
SON, a former columnist for 
The Daily Oklahoman, died 
December 27, 2021. She was 
80.

Simpson was born August 
30, 1942. She graduated from 
Eufaula High School in 1959 
and received a degree in jour-
nalism from the University of 
Oklahoma in 1963.  

She worked for The Daily 
Oklahoman for 10 years as 
a columnist. She also served 
as co-editor of the Outdoors 
News with her father, H.M. 
Riddle.

Simpson is survived by 
her husband of 58 years, R.L. 
Simpson, III; daughter Regan 
Urquhart; and five grandchil-
dren.

BLAKE ALLAN WELLS, 
publisher of The Boise City 
News, died Dec. 18, 2021.  
He was 35.

Wells was born July 25, 
1986, in Guymon and grew up 
in Ulysses, Kansas. He mar-
ried Ashley Gardner in August 
2008 and they had five chil-
dren: Abigail, 13; Trenton, 12; 

twins Reaha and Rebeka, 10; 
and Amanda, 8.

Blake and Ashley Wells 
purchased The Boise City 
News in 2015. He could trace 
his newspaper roots back to 
the previous publisher, C.F. 
David, who was a relative. 
Blake also had experience 
from two previous newspaper 
jobs that he held in Kansas 

where he specialized in the 
technology side of the busi-
ness. 

At The Boise City News, 
Blake used his technology 
expertise to produce the news-
paper while Ashley worked on 
the editorial side. Blake also 
loved adventures, camping, 
working, scouting and Rotary.

He is survived by his wife 

Ashley and their five children, 
all of the home; his mother, 
Mary Overstreet of Stratford, 
Texas; brother Rodney of 
Ulysses, Kansas; sisters Shan-
di of Stratford, and Destiny 
of Oklahoma City; and his 
grandmother, June Harryman 
of Stratford.

Clay W. Allen 
December 30, 2020

Douglas Allan Davis 
December 7, 2020

Robert Lyle Holding 
December 22, 2020

C. Dennis Schick 
December 7, 2020

Ray Soldan 
December 1, 2020

Thomas Earl Bailey 
January 26, 2021

Janis Wimberly Hruby 
January 16, 2021

Melba Lovelace 
January 28, 2021

Rebecca Ann ‘Becky’ Mayo 
January 14, 2021

Mae Musgrove 
January 11, 2021

John Bennett Pickens 
January 3, 2021

Anthony ‘Tony’ Lee Pippen 
January 11, 2021

Fritz Wade Wirt 
January 6, 2021

Remembering our friends & colleagues who died the previous year. Thank you to the following for their 
recent donation to the 

Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation:
Barb Walter

If you would like to donate to ONF,  
please send a check to: 

OKLAHOMA NEWSPAPER FOUNDATION
3601 N. Lincoln Blvd.

Oklahoma City, OK 73105-5499
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The holidays are now behind us, but 
before they’re just a memory, we wanted 
to share some of the promotions we 
spotted in your newspapers.

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD
Each year, the 

Enid News & Eagle 
collects donations 
for its Community 
Christmas Card proj-
ect.  The promotion 
benefits Enid’s Food 
for Kids program.

The newspaper 
collects donations 
of a minimum of $1 
per name, which are 
printed in a full-page 
ad published in the 
Christmas Greetings 
section of the News 
& Eagle.

Food for Kids provides children in 
Enid with a package of non-perishable 
food items to take home each weekend.

The 2021 promotion raised more than 
$12,000.

SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS
Several 

newspapers 
promoted spe-
cial offers for 
readers to sub-
scribe, such as 
this one from 
The Grove Sun. 
For a $5 dona-
tion to Habitat 
for Humanity, 
subscribers 
received a 50 
percent off any 
new, renewed 
or gift subscrip-
tion in print 
and digital. 
Those subscribing were also automatically 
entered to a win a $500 Visa Holiday Gift 
Card.

GRAND CHRISTMAS CONTEST
The Stilwell Dem-

ocrat Journal and 
Westville Reporter 
offered readers prizes 
and shop-at-home 
incentives with the 
“It’s a Grand Christ-
mas” contest.

The new holiday 
shop-at-home event 
gave shoppers a 
reason to shop in 
Stilwell and West-
ville and to increase 
revenue for local 
merchants.

Customers were given one raffle ticket 
for every $10 spent, up to $100, and one 
ticket per $100 spent thereafter. Those 
receiving entries had a chance to win 
items provided by area businesses, as well 
as cash prizes of $500 and $250.

Group ads for merchants participating 
in the promotion ran in both newspapers 
on Dec. 8 and 9, 15 and 16, and 22 and 
23. The drawing for prizes was held Dec. 
23.

CHRIS-GIVING
The Perry Daily Journal collaborated 

with eight local 
businesses to 
spread some 
holiday cheer. 
The Chris-Giv-
ing Cheer Box 
giveaway gave 
shoppers the 
opportunity to 
win a cheer box 
for five weeks. 

Entry forms were available at any of 
the participating businesses and were 
gathered each week. Entries from the 
previous week were discarded and new 
entries were gathered for the following 
week’s drawing.

Customers were limited to one entry 
per visit to any business. One winner was 
chosen each week for the five weeks, with 
a live drawing happening each Friday.

ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE
The Midwest City Beacon held its 

seventh annual holiday food drive in 
December. During the first couple of 
weeks of the month, the newspaper staff 
collected non-perishable food donations 
to benefit the Mid-Del Food Pantry. For 
the first time, the Midwest City Beacon 
partnered with FNB Community Bank 
on the project. Donations could be left at 
the newspaper office or at the bank where 
newspaper employees would pick them up 
and deliver the food to the pantry in time 
for the holidays. The Beacon collected 
more than 260 pounds of food for the pan-
try, which the staff delivered Dec. 17.

MEMORABLE STORIES
As the end 

of the year 
approached, 
Tulsa World 
Editor Jason 
Collington 
asked staff 
reporters and 
photographers 
to share their 
most memora-
ble stories and photos of the year, includ-
ing a quick thought of each. 

“Reading through them, I can’t help 
but be reminded of what it takes to do this 
job,” Collington said.

The memorable stories were shared 
with readers one week, with photos the 
following week. 

TALKING TURKEY
The Hen-

ryetta Free-
Lance featured 
kindergarten 
students 
sharing their 
versions of 
“How to Cook 
a Turkey.”  
Many newspa-
pers featured this at Thanksgiving but this 
colorful approach caught our eye. “How 
to Cook a Turkey” is becoming almost as 
popular as “Letters from Santa.”

WORTH MENTIONING 

Enid News & Eagle - 12/25/2021

January 13, 2022 4:14 pm (GMT +0:00) 

Wayne & Mary Woods
Linda Weldon
Tommy Weldon
Elmer & Judy Anglin
Loretta Janzen
Louise Rapp
John & LeeAnn Cantrell
George & Betty Throckmorton
Chad & Renee Throckmorton
Travis & Jaycee Cho & Chrissy
Dillon & Taylor Throckmorton
Ella & Eldon Throckmorton
Hayden ThrockmortonHayden Throckmorton
Teague & Jessi Burkes
Blakely, Henry and Lincoln Burkes
Chance Throckmorton
MickMick
Susie & Jim Zaloudek
Luis Morting
Nancy Ford
Al J Phillips
Bonnie Phillips
Bob Maly
Diana Weber
Bert & Janice Mackie
Tommy Gungoll
Dick McKnight
Crusaders Class – Willow View United 

Methodist Church
Ralph & Beverly Evans
William & Christine Dillion
Marcia ChownMarcia Chown
Chuck & Debbie Hart
Marilyn Jenkins
Rod Vance
Ronna Vance
Machell Wilson
Tricia Williams
Rhonda Vance
Shaelee Sissom
Reanna Sissom
Matthew Sissom
Madison O’Brien
Taylor O’Brien
Hudson Pike
Devin Parmley and Children & Ozzie
Kaysi Parmley and Children
Jami Hubbs
Matt Hubbs
Charlie Hubbs
Gerry & Cindy Allen
Esther Mittelstet
Harold & Martha Hatt
Patricia C Monsees
Jim & Sharon Strate
Robert Kirby
Jack & Pat Ritter
Karen Foster
Joy Morse
Doris Kirk
Rob Kirk
Janice Markowicz
Loy Coulter

Shelley Mueller
Tyler Carlile
Shannon Diel
Grant Diel
Karen Storm
Kristi Miller
Jeff & Lynnde Funk
Eva M Smith
Harlan & Linda Ragoss
Richard L & Lea Ann Strait
Meme Wheeler
Evan Wheeler
Megan W. TsuyukiMegan W. Tsuyuki
Claire W. Lawrence
Dave & Kelly Callant
Barbara Terrel Family: Taylin, Taybor, 

Cheryl, & DarolCheryl, & Darol
Jean Morris
Gene & Jo Brown
Doug Dickerson
Gail Dickerson
Dan Butler
Jaime Butler
Gabe Watts
Lyndsay Watts
Corbin Watts
Parker Watts
Kenny Green
Yee Kow and Sylvia Lee
Earl Reavis
Judy Reavis
Jathan MedinaJathan Medina
Robyn MedinaRobyn Medina
Cameron Medina
Carson Medina
Kevyn Medina
Rondi Ott
J. Cole Ream
Nelda Ream
Gerald & Joyce Nolte
Mens Extension Garden Club of Enid
Annie and Jerry Galbreath
Garfield county Farm Bureau
Richard & Terrie Dally
Luis Martinez
Bud & JoAnn Nicholas
Enid Elkettes Lodge #2104
Margo Dennett
John & Carol Vinant
Nicole & Adam Stewart
Brent & Sally Rousey
Dr. Steven Mackie
Wayne & Jerri Fox
Troy & Jill Wallace
Lily Dry
Carmen Wallace
Morse-Kirk Family
Lyle & Lawanda Tebow
Marcene Kolb
North Enid Lions Club 1808
Donna Rubalcava
Kaye Hildebrand
John & Sharon Ronck

Tom & Robin Newby
Kash & Karli Hockmeyer
Kay Churchill
Willie & Mary Patocka
Eugene Patocka
Greg Patocka
Rose Patocka
Adella Patocka
Max Patocka
Wesley Patocka
Logan Wales
Alfert & Wilma Johnson
Jim & Lora ReddickJim & Lora Reddick
A & A North 81 Storage
Jack Rich
Donna Rich
Shane RichShane Rich
Barbie Rich
Tyler Rich
Andy and Diane Fosmire
Mary McDonald
Dr. Chris & Lori Shearer
Alex Shearer
Cameron & Alyssa Hudgins
Memory of Dick Lambertz
    from Carol Lambertz
Donald Hall Jr
Joan Hall
Charles Holler
Glennis Holler
Sally McMillion
Robert BarronRobert Barron
James & Melanie MayhallJames & Melanie Mayhall
Mary Shank
Sarah Wamsley
Craig Wamsley
In Honor of Jack Randles
   Kelly Randles Straw
   Steve Straw
   Kevin Randles

Kabrin
   from Cay Randles and family
Judy Chambers 
Stan & Betty Harris
John & Joy Blakely
Carol & John Merz
Bill & Vonnie Noak
Court & Vivian Atchinson
Don, Ron, Terri, & Darrin Melka
Ray & Amber Gill
Oakwood Christian Church/Seekers 

Sunday Class
Gail Kious & Family
In Memory of Paul J and Effie G 

Outhier
James & Judy Johnson
In memory of Jimmy Lee Johnson
Wenona Schroeder
In Memory of Gary Skelton
Mary Smith
Lavon Talley

All funds that were raised through this project will go toward the
Food 4 Kids project.

Thank you to all who participated.

Food
4
Kids™

n

The Grove Sun - 12/17/2021

January 6, 2022 3:27 pm (GMT +0:00) 
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SCAN ME

To subscribe 
online

���������
for supporting

your local newspaper! 

* Check subscription box & mail this form and payment back

   to P.O. Box 940, Miami, OK 74355

Stilwell Democrat Journal - 12/22/2021

January 10, 2022 4:21 pm (GMT +0:00) 

Stilwell (OK) DemOcrat-JOurnal Wednesday, december 22, 20218b 

The Stilwell Democrat Journal and The Westville Reporter present

Shop at participating local 
merchants to receive a raffle 
ticket for every $10 spent 
(up to $100) then one ticket.

Participating merchants will also 
provide prizes for the drawing!

Winners will be announced on www.stilwelldemocrat.com 
and www.facebook.com/StilwellDemocratJournal

Enter for a chance to win
1st Place $500
2nd Place $250
3rd Place $250

AAA Abstract
Everything Nice

Fragrance and Flowers
Misty’s Cookhouse 
My Other Mother’s 

Daycare in Westville

Rustic Lace Boutique
Stilwell Pharmacy

Stilwell Spirits
Westville Flowers and 

Gifts
5S Baron Station

“It’s A Grand Christmas”

Drawings will be held on 
Thursday, Dec. 23 at 10 a.m.

Participating Merchants:

NEO Health

City of Stilwell
503 W Division St, Stilwell, OK 74960 • (918) 696-7919

We Wish You a Merry Christmas
We Wish You a Merry Christmas

We Wish You a Merry Christmas

…AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Thanks and best wishes to you at the holidays.

Perry Daily Journal - 12/08/2021

January 13, 2022 4:24 pm (GMT +0:00) 
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Perry City Council approves 

special election for Ward 1, Post 1 seat
Amber Burks
Managing Editor
pdj@reidnewspapers.com

The City Council of the City of Perry 
discussed the possible City Charter ques-
tion concerning moving from the ward for 
which the councilperson was elected and 
still retaining the seat. 

They also considered approval of a non-
partisan special municipal election for the 
election  of a qualified candidate for Ward 
1, Post 1 seat on city council. 

It was mentioned twice in the past year, 
two members of the city of Perry city 
council were required to vacate their seats 
due to relocation from the wards in which 
they were elected.  

After brief discussion, as well as com-
ments from the City Attorney, no action 
was taken. 

In reference to the special election,  
council seat Ward 1, Post 1 has not been 
filled.  While council members sought 
nominations, time ran out before one 
could be made or confirmed. 

Because of this, a special election is 
required and they have to notify the Noble 
County Election Board.

Council approved the special election 
for a qualified candidate for Ward 1, Post 
1. The election will be April 5, 2022 with 
a filing period of Feb. 14, 15 and 16, 
2022. 

During the PMA meeting, members dis-
cussed approval of a resolution adopting 
guidelines for the Distributed Generation 
Program.  

This resolution would provide that it is 
under the authority of the PMA, custom-
ers with DERs and DER Aggregators are 
not allowed to compete in regional orga-
nized whole electric markets. 

This would also allow Perry officers 
and employees the authority to implement 
the resolution. 

This resolution was approved. 
Members also agreed to file an applica-

tion with the Oklahoma Water Resources 
Board for financial assistance through the 
‘OWRB State Drinking Water Revolving 
Fund Loan’ program. 

The loan proceeds provide funding 
water system improvements throughout 

the community. 
This loan program is for communities 

that need help, Jon Wolff, a representative 
with OWRB commented.  He went on to 
explain they could borrow the funds over 
30 years with a very low interest rate.  

This is a new forgivable loan program 
that can provide up to $1,100,00 of mon-
ey, together with a requisite loan. 

It was commented in the background 
provided, that the forgivable, available 
money is limited to $8.4 million and there 
are several municipalities currently filing 
to reserve their portion of these funds. 

Wolff expressed he expects most, if 
not all funds, to be gone by the end of 
December. 

There was extensive discussion on the 
matter, including a studying of the map 
and questions referencing several proj-
ects that can be completed with the funds 
throughout Perry. 

The resolution was approved and an 
application will be filed. 

All other items within the PMA agenda 
were discussed and/or approved. 

The city council regular meeting fol-
lowed adjournment of the PMA meeting. 

Councilmembers considered advertise-
ments for bids for city wide sanitary sewer 
phase 5 capital improvements. 

After a brief discussion, council autho-
rized the advertisement for bids and set 10 
a.m., Jan. 26, 2022 as the date and time 
for the receipt of bids. 

Council members considered the approv-
al of an agreement with MKEC in refer-
ence to a Topographic, Utility, Boundary 
Survey and HEC-RAS model for $11,900 
for 2nd and Maple Neighborhood drain-
age improvements.  

This review will survey and provide 
more information on the drainage issues 
in the basin at or near 2nd and Maple.

It was explained this survey is next in 
the process of fixing the drainage issues  
in this location. 

It was decided to  
Ratifying a payment up to $20,025 

to reimburse Stillwater Medical Center 
Authority with hiring Health Facilities 
Group, LLC to design a remodeled hos-
pital to be used to apply for construction 

grants was also discussed. 
Kennedy discussed the need for a 

remodeled hospital that would better serve 
the community and that to do so, taking 
advantage of available grants would be 
critical. 

It was remarked City Manager Larry 
Pannell has the authority to authorize this 
amount.  If the hospital is remodeled, this 
fee will be rolled into the construction 
price.  

It was decided by council members to 
ratify the payment. 

All other items were discussed and/or 

approved, 
including 
but not limited to 
the consent agen- da,  an 
agreement with Oklahoma Management 
Services to provide building official 
services, waiving competitive bidding 
and order/purchase of one 2021 420X-
173H Asphalt Xipper (‘Hot Rod’) from 
Asphalt Zipper for $180,000,  and meet-
ing with Noble County Commissioners 
on participation in the cost of Black Bear 
Conservancy District project (Perry Lake 
Dam). 

Randi Hufnagel, 
registered with 

Kennedy’s Tru Value, 
was the Week Three 
winner of the PDJ’s 

Chris-Giving Cheer Box 
giveaway! Week Three 
of the promotion was 
themed ‘Kids Crafts’.
Hufnagel was gifted 
with several items in 

reference to the theme. 

Week 3 
Chris-Giving 

winner

The Perry High School Student Council 
is hosting a “Pancakes & Pajamas” event 
on Monday, Dec. 13 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
in the Perry Lower Elementary gym.

The community is invited to a fun-filled 
festive evening to get in the holiday spirit. 
Enjoy a pancake dinner, hot chocolate sta-
tion, sugar cookie decorating, ornament 
making station, cake walk, and fun for the 
whole family.

All guests who wear Christmas pajamas 
will be entered to win a prize.

This is a fundraiser to support the PHS 
Student Council. Admission is $5 for the 
meal only or $10 for all-inclusive to par-
ticipate in the activities. Tickets can be 
purchased in advance from the high school 
office, a PHS leadership student, or on 
Dec. 13 at the door.

PHS Student Council hosts 
‘Pancake and Pajamas’ fundraiser

Alumni of Perry high school, Scott Coffey, hosts 

Perry Rotary Club 

Charity Forman introduced Scott Coffey 
as guest speaker for Perry Rotary club 
annual meeting 

KC Creed
Editorial
pdj@reidnewspapers.com

Perry Rotary club recently hosted their 
weekly meeting at Perry Golf and Country 
Club.  President April Bond called the 
meeting to order. Josh Bell offered a 
prayer and led the meeting in the first 
verse of America the Beautiful. 

Charity Forman introduced Scott 
Coffey, Perry High School alumni of 1986 
as the Rotary Club guest speaker. Coffey 
discussed giving back to our community 
and his plans to accomplish that goal. 

Prior to Coffey speaking,  guest student 
Rotarian, Landon Hartman announced 
Perry Junior High School’s previous 
open house and ribbon cutting ceremony 
Thursday, Dec. 2. 

Boys and girls basketball hosted 
Tonkawa Friday, Dec. 3 in Perry Junior 
High’s new Athletic center. Both Perry 
boy’s basketball and girl’s basketball 

won. 
Hartman also announced Perry High 

School will be hosting their winter formal 
Saturday, Dec. 18. 

Perry Rotary Club meeting was con-
cluded with a raffle drawing. 

Tulsa World - 12/19/2021

January 3, 2022 5:00 pm (GMT +0:00) 
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As we near the end of this
year, a look back.
I asked our reporters and

photographers to share their
most memorable stories and
photos of the year, including a
quick thoughtoneach.Reading
through them, I can’t help but
be remindedofwhat it takes to
do this job.

Wehave an incrediblenews-
room of dedicated people who
believe in the mission of local
journalism.
Today, I am sharing these

memorable stories and
thoughts with you, our read-
ers. Throughout this coming
week, each section will take
time to look back at the stories

that stuckwith us.
Next Sunday, we will share

our most memorable photos
of the year.
It’s been a year since I was

given the honor to become
the 10th editor of the Tulsa
World. I have tried to build on
the incredible tradition of the
journalists before me over our

116-yearhistoryof serving this
community.
We appreciate those who

help support local journalism.
Thankyou for readingour con-
tent — and for sharing it. We
are here to serve.

— Jason Collington, editor

KELSY SCHLOTTHAUER
Tulsa World

Tulsawill soonwelcomeanew
player to its philanthropic field,
and while aware it’s not the big-
gest nor the first, it hopes to be
the difference.
Through the Community

Health Equity Catalyst Strategy,
the Ascension St. John Founda-
tion is prepared to pump up to
$10 million a year over the next
10 years into community agen-
cies and organizations working
acrossTulsa togive each resident
a fair and equitable opportunity
to live a healthy lifestyle.
CHECS’s first grant cycle

launches in 2022 and will mark
a shift in the foundation’s fund-
ing focus,whichhas traditionally
been growing the health sys-
tem and expanding patient care
within the hospital’s walls.
They’re now thinking “big-

ger,” Ascension St. John Foun-
dation President Lucky Lamons
said, acknowledging that access
tomedical clinics and health in-
surance is necessary, but there
are greater social determinants
of health, such as behavior and
environment.
“We’re looking at how do we

really take care of patients in the
future, and we think one of the
best ways to do it is to work up-
stream,” Lamons said.
Lamons and Monica Barczak,

directorof communityhealtheq-
uity, recentlymetwith the Tulsa
World Editorial Board to discuss
the launch after about a year of

STORIES WITH AN IMPACT

MIKE SIMONS, TULSA WORLD

Vanessa Bledsoe (left) helps Margaree Vann bag some greens at the Oasis Fresh Market. The market’s grand opening turned out to be one
of the most memorable stories of the year for Tulsa World staff writer Rhett Morgan.

St. John
pledges
$100
million

KEVIN CANFIELD
Tulsa World

The city of Tulsa came close to
not filing an amicus brief in sup-
port of the state’s effort to over-
turn or limit the U.S. Supreme

Court’s McGirt ruling despite re-
ceiving calls from CEOs of some
of the region’s largest employers
urging it to do so.
In response to questions from

the Tulsa World, Mayor G.T. By-

num outlined the series of events
that put the filing in jeopardy and
triggered the response from area
business leaders.
“I receivedan initial draft pretty

close to when our deadline was
that I thoughtwas justnot inkeep-
ingof the spirit of the relationship

that I have tried to have with the
tribes,” Bynum said. “My intent
with our brief was much more to
just convey the reality of what
our (police) officers in the field
were experiencing and the chal-
lenges that theyand thecourts and
crime victims were experiencing,

not to attack the tribes or convey
any sort of ill intent on their part,
because I don’t think there is.”
Bynumsaidhe told theCityAt-

torney’s Office that if the citywas
not afforded time to revise the

Bynum files amicus brief

TheTulsaWorld isofferingun-
limited access to its website this
week,thanks toBillKnightAuto-
motiveGroup.
FromnowuntilDec.26,anyone

can access all the areas of tulsa-
world.com, including articles,
photo galleries, archives and the
dailye-edition,which isanonline
replicaof theprinteditionand in-
cludesadditionalpuzzles thatcan

be printed out.
“This is a chance for nonsub-

scribers or those who read only
a story or two to take a deeper
look at what the Tulsa World
offers,” said Tulsa World Editor
JasonCollington.“Thisweek,we
will spotlight our best work that
helped us break readership re-
cords this year.”
Bill Knight, president of Bill

Knight Automotive Group, said
knowing what is going on in the
community is important.
“Themotivationformeis Iama

bigbelieverthat localnewsiswhat
binds our community together,”
Knight said.“Anythingwecando
to helpmake newsmore accessi-
ble to everyone interests us.”
Bernie Heller, Tulsa World

president and director of local

sales,said this sponsorshipserves
the publicwell.
“TulsaWorldMedia Company

andBillKnightAutomotiveGroup
have a rich history of partnering
on projects such as this that we
feel benefit the community in
unique ways,” Heller said. “We
aredelightedtocontinuethis tra-
dition by providing free access to
tulsaworld.com.”

Tulsaworld.com offers free access this week

‘American
Underdog’
Directors talk about
shooting Kurt Warner
film in Oklahoma. SCENE,

Streaking to history
Loren Montgomery, Bixby Spartans had remarkable season. SPORTS, PAGE B1

‘A miracle I’m here’
Crash survivor takes on a new mission. METRO&REGION, PAGE A15

It supports state’s effort to overturn McGirt ruling

Foundation aims
for healthier
lifestyle for residents

2021MOSTMEMORABLE STORIES

Tulsa World reporters offer insights, thoughts on memorable pieces

■ Our stories of the year:
PagesA8&A9

Please see BYNUM, Page A6

Please see FOUNDATION, Page A6

HOSTED BY NSYNC’S CHRIS KIRKPATRICK & 98°’S JEFF TIMMONS
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31 | SATURDAY, JANUARY 1

See One Star Rewards® for full rules and details. Winner is
responsible for all taxes and other fees. Employees of Cherokee
Nation Entertainment and their immediate family members are

not eligible for any promotions or drawings that involve an element
of chance, unless a base prize is available. Casino reserves the right
to delete or modify any promotion at any time and without notice.

Know your limits. Gambling problem? Call 800.522.4700.

Henryetta Free-Lance - 11/24/2021

January 13, 2022 5:17 pm (GMT +0:00) 

OBITUARIES...............................................................Page A5
HOW TO COOK A TURKEY...............................Pages A7 & A8
COUNTY SPORTS....................................................B Section
CLASSIFIEDS...........................................................B Section

MIDWEEK WEATHER:

VoVoV lume 118 Issue 100 – Wednesday, November 24, 2021 – 2 Sections • 20 Pages • $1.00

Henryetta Kindergarteners share
‘How to Cook a TuTuT rkey’ recipes

Free-LanceFree-Laanncce
HeHeH nene rnrn yryr eyey tete tttt atatHenryetta

MIDWEEK

SEE
INSIDE:

Ha Thanks ivin !

Master Pages 11-24-21.qxp_Layout 1  11/22/21  2:46 PM  Page 1

What’s Worth Mentioning at your newspaper? Let us know by emailing news@okpress.com
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LEGAL ADVICE
is just one of the benefits of being a member of the Oklahoma Press 
Association’s Legal Services Plan. Remove the worry of needing  
professional advice by enrolling today. For more information contact:

OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION’S 

LEGAL SERVICES PLAN 

1-888-815-2672 or 405-499-0020

OPA Computer Consultant Wilma 
Newby’s column is brought to you 
by the Oklahoma Advertising Net-
work (OAN). For more information 
on the OAN program, contact 
Oklahoma Press Service at (405) 
499-0020.

The new year often starts a 
little slow after the big Christ-
mas rush. It’s a good time to 
catch up on things that are 
required to make the coming 
year run smoothly.

A few papers are updating 
their computers. This is a great 
time for employees to learn 
about newer operating systems 
and software.  

Other papers are reviewing 
their computers to see if any 
updates can be made. 

This is also a good time to 
check your backups to see if 
current ones are available for 
all the computers in the office.

Another area to check is 
your antivirus. Make sure it’s 
updated and then run a full 
scan. And if the antivirus on 
any computer is no longer 
working, it’s time to look for 
something that does work.

Older Macs seem to be hav-
ing trouble finding good, free 
antivirus software. Take a look 
at AVG antivirus or MacKeep-
er. They seem to work on older 
computers.  

Don’t forget to check hard 
drives on the computers to see 
if they’re getting too full. They 
often get loaded down with 
photos and downloaded email 
attachments. 

To check on an Apple com-
puter, click on the desktop, 
then go to the Go menu and 

down to Utilities. Now open 
Disk Utility. The name of the 
primary hard drive should be 
listed at the left. Click on that 
and look for the size of the 
drive in the information on the 
left. 

If the drive is more that 80 
percent full, you need to do 
some cleanup. Back up and 
delete files until some space is 
regained. After the cleanup and 
while Disk Utility is still open, 
run First Aid on the drive. 

For Windows computers, 
open a File Explorer window. 
On the left look for This PC. 
The primary drive – usually C: 
– will show up in the window. 
Under it will be the amount of 
space on the drive. The same 
rules for Macs apply to PCs 
–  keep 20 percent of the drive 
space open, if possible. 

When cleanup is complete, 
run the De-fragment and opti-
mize drives. On a Windows 
10 computer, that’s found 
under the Start menu, Windows 
Administrative Tools. 

Hard drives that are too full 
make your computer sluggish 
and software often crashes.  If 
you’re trying to overwrite files, 
it can freeze the computer. 
Newer computers often come 
with very little hard drive 
space so check this often. 

As long as you’re cleaning 
up, clear your web browser’s 
cache. Also, clean up down-
loaded email file folders. Now 
empty the trash in the email 
and on the computer. 

Simply putting things in the 

trash does not delete it from 
either the Macs’ or PCs’ hard 
drive. Plus, on a Mac, you’ll 
get that gratifying crunching 
sound as the trash leaves the 
drive.

The start of the new year 
is also a good time to remove 
dust from around the comput-
ers. It makes them last longer 
and run cooler. 

If your CPU is covered with 
papers or other items, move 
them. You want to let the CPU 
breathe. It has small fans in it 
that circulate air. Smaller ones 
can overheat if covered.

If you’re thinking about 
updating your operating sys-
tem, take some time to research 
it. Will the software on the 
computer still work under a 
newer OS? Would the web 
browsers go more places with 
an updated OS? Many Mac 
computers can move up a few 
operating system levels even 
if they can’t go all the way 
to Monterey, the latest OSX. 
Check what operating systems 
can work with your version of 
Adobe Creative Suite and other 

software on the drive prior to 
updating.

Some papers are running 
side-by-side computers for 
employees – one that runs the 
web and one that runs Creative 
Suite. If you have this setup, 
look for switches. These inex-
pensive devices let the user 
have one keyboard and one 
mouse for both computers with 
a button to switch between 
them.

Also, check all your com-
puters to see if any are over-
loaded with USB peripherals. 
Too many pulling power from 
the computer can cause prob-
lems. 

If you have this problem, 
consider getting a self-powered 
USB hub. Leave the computer 
itself with a few free ports. 
Many PC towers can take the 
USB drain because they have 
bigger power supplies in them 
but laptops and small comput-
ers may need help running so 
many USB devices. 

You can also look at the 
overall picture. How can things 
be made better? Do you need 
larger memory cards for your 
cameras? Are all the backup 
hard drives full and need to be 
replaced? 

Let’s talk a little about 
email. Clean up your accounts 
and make sure settings do not 
automatically load images from 
unknown senders. Set up junk 
email filters so the program can 
help track spam emails coming 
in. Mark those as spam.

Be careful when clicking 
the unsubscribe button. Make 
sure the email is from the 
company listed or it may make 
things worse. 

New year a good time for computer maintenance
Computer Notes

from the road
by Wilma Newby

wnewby@okpress.com
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Three of the newspapers 
owned by Bill and Dayna 
Robinson are sporting a new 
look.

The Allen Advocate, Coal-
gate Record-Register and 
Hughes County Tribune in 
Wetumka recently converted 
to a smaller size and are being 
printed in-house.

The Robinsons are using 
a Xerox printer to output the 
three papers printed on 60# 
white paper, 12 inches by 18 
inches, with a finished page 
size of 9 inches by 12 inch-
es. The printer has a booklet 
maker that collates, folds and 
staples the publications, said 
Dayna Robinson.

“It’s a little slow, so we 
are upgrading to a faster 
machine,” she said.

The change in format was 
made to cut down on printing 
costs and driving time, said 
Robinson.

“The quality is perfect, but 
we’re still working out some 
bugs on the output of the 
color,” she said. 

Bill Robinson said they 
have received nothing but 
positive comments for the 
three papers they switched to 
the magazine style.

He expressed thanks to 
David and Maria Noble of the 
Oologah Lake Leader for their 
guidance in the changeover, 
and to Eddie Silkey and the 
staff at NES in Tulsa where 
they purchased the printer.

“Although there have been 
some beginning problems, 

they are being worked out 
and the changeover has been 
a very positive thing,” said 
Robinson.

“Change is not something 
this old-time publisher enjoys, 
but sometimes it needs to hap-
pen and can be a very good 
thing,” he said.

In addition to the new 
layout, the three papers 
offer added news items and 
increased color and quality in 
printing.

One comment made to 
their staff by a woman in 
Coalgate was, “It has taken 
you 30 years to figure out how 
to put out a newspaper!”

In addition to the 
Allen Advocate, Coalgate 
Record-Register and Hughes 
County Tribune, the Rob-
insons also are owners and 
publishers of the Holdenville 
News.

    

Robinsons switch three newspapers to new  format

Learn the best practices for Public Notices at 
okpress.com/public-notice-training
The Oklahoma Press Association offers three videos that describe and 
illustrate the standards and best practices for publication of notices 
along with downloadable material.

The Allen Advocate - 01/06/2022

January 13, 2022 7:59 pm (GMT +0:00) 

Allen AdvocateAllen Advocate
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Our new 
year is 
fi nally here.  
So is 
winter.  
O n e 
thing I 
did fi rst 
this year was 
call my sister 
Sue.  She 
is now in an 
assisted living 
home up in Edmond 
and I was happy to fi nd 
she received a new 
phone for Christmas.  
It is easier to use, so 
she thinks.  I hope she 
is right.  We have had 
a history of tough luck 
trying to communicate 
over her old one.  Sue 
is 4 years younger 
than me, and we 
enjoy our time during 
phone visits.  I went to 
church yesterday and 
the preacher spoke 
quite a bit about time.  
He noted, correctly 
how we waste it, how 
we can’t control it or 
stop it from passing.  
So true.  
 A once upon a 
time scientist, Albert 

One
Pharmacist’s

View
by Wayne Bullard

Publisher’s 
Pen

A New Page To Write On

by Bill Robinson, Publisher
I must admit there 

are days that I think 
I can’t handle one 
more problem.  I was 
sharing with a friend 
this past week about 
a particularly rough 
week.  He shared the 
following with me.

The Trouble Tree
I hired a carpenter 

to help me restore an 
old farmhouse.  He had 
a rough fi rst day on the 
job—a fl at tire made him 
lose an hour of work, his 
electric saw quit, and his 
ancient pickup refused 
to start at the end of the 
day.  When I drove him 
home, he sat in stony 
silence.

On arriving, he 
invited me in to meet his 
family.  As we walked 
toward the front door, 
he paused briefl y at a 
small tree, touching tips 
of the branches with 
both hands.  When he 
opened the door, he 
underwent an amazing 
transformation.  His 
tanned face was 
wreathed in smiles, and 
he hugged his two small 
children and gave his 
wife a kiss.

Afterward, he walked 
Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 7

 Jay Owens was sworn in as the 
Pontotoc County Assessor this past 
Monday morning, January 3rd, in an 
11:00 am ceremony at the Pontotoc 
County Courthouse.  Mr. Owens 
assumes the position with 22 years of 
experience in the Assessor’s Offi ce.  
He took over the position on the 
retirement of Debbie Byrd.

 Mrs. Byrd retired on December 30, 
2021 after working 39 years in that 
offi ce.  Debbie was hired by the well-
remembered assessor Frank Jared 
and has held the position of County 
Assessor the past eight years.  

 Debbie is a graduate of Byng High 
School, who then attended East 
Central University.  She and her 
husband, Roger Byrd, make their 
home in Allen.

 Mrs. Byrd said, “It was a privilege to 
serve the people of Pontotoc County.  

There have been a lot of changes since 
I fi rst started here but I have able to 
meet a lot of people and make a lot of 
new friends.”  She continued by saying, 
“I was fortunate to have good people 
working with me in the offi ce.  The staff 
made my job much easier.”

 When asked about her retirement 
plans she replied, “I have no defi nite 
plans, just to take it as it comes and 
enjoy life.  I am looking forward to 
spending more time with my grandkids, 
and Roger and I enjoy traveling so 
perhaps that will happen more.”

 Also retiring from the Assessor’s 
Offi ce in December was former Allen 
resident Betty Carter.  Ms. Carter, an 
Allen High School grad, served 15 
years with Mrs. Byrd.

 We wish both Debbie and Betty all 
the best and hope they will enjoy their 
retirement for many years to come.

Pontotoc County Assessor Jay Owens (seated center) is pictured with 
staff members, Front Row (L-R): Renae Furimsky and Debbie Byrd (for-
mer Assessor). Back Row (L-R): Freddie Rhodes, Betty Carter, Roberta 
Pogue, Tami Baker, and Renee Davis.

Jay Owens Appointed New 
Pontotoc County Assessor

Coalgate Record-Register - 01/05/2022

January 13, 2022 8:00 pm (GMT +0:00) 
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KENLEY TO JOIN SNU CRIMSON STORM — Coalgate High School senior Kenley Thompson signs 
a letter of intent to play softball for Southern Nazarene University Crimson Storm.  Kenley has attended 
Coalgate Schools for 15 years and is a member of the Lady Cats fast pitch softball team, Student Council, 
National Honor Society and Oklahoma Indian Honor Society.  Shown with Kenley are her parents, Jason 
and Jerica Thompson.  

—By Steve Hudson
 The 2022 class to 
the Coalgate Athletic 
Hall of Fame is back 
on schedule after the 
COVID postponement 
from May 2021. 
 Below are the 
inductees that were 
selected last year who 
will fi nally get their 

2022 Coalgate Athletic Hall of Famers:
Eddings, Gravitt, Heck, Loudermilk, McCulley

“Day in the Sun” after 
a 12-month wait.  This 
year’s banquet will be 
held Saturday, May 
28, 2022, at the high 
school gymnasium. 

Cliff Eddings,
honored in both 
football and track, 
was a Wildcat All-
Stater and a starting 

lineman in football 
at Southeastern 
Oklahoma State 
University in Durant. 
 Cliff was the state 
champion in the shot 
and discus for Class 
A in 2003 for the 
Wildcats.  In addition, 
he was the Lone Star 
North Academic Player 

of the Year in 2007 at 
SEOSU.

Lucretia Gravitt 
played professional 
basketball with the 
Dallas Redheads 
for several seasons.  
Mrs. Gravitt was a 
long time successful 
and popular Honors 
English teacher at 

Coalgate HS.
Randy Heck was a 

prolifi c running back 
in football for the 
Wildcats and has the 
second most single 
game rushing yards 
with 284 against Maud 
in 1980.  Also, a star 
in baseball as he 
stole the most bases 
in the state during his 
freshman season.

Tommy Loudermilk, 
nicknamed the “Baby 
Bull,” was an alternate 
All-Stater at fullback 
and linebacker for the 
1968 team that led the 
state in fewest points 
allowed on defense 
with only 48 in 12 
games. 
 Tommy ran for over 
800 yards during his 
senior season and 
was the lead blocker 
for the Wildcats potent 
offense.  Coalgate 
fi nished 10-1-1 and 
a trip to the state 
quarterfi nals in 
1968 where the only 
loss was 13-12 to 
Okmulgee Dunbar.

Joe McCulley was 
the most successful 
football coach in the 
annals of Coalgate 
High School.  Coach 
McCulley brought a 
high octane offense to 
the Wildcats and made 
a tremendous impact 

Continued on Page 2 

The Hughes County Times - 01/06/2022

January 13, 2022 8:01 pm (GMT +0:00) 
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Bill and Dayna Robinson recently converted these three newspapers to a magazine style format 
that they print in-house. The Robinsons also own the Holdenville News.
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OKLAHOMA NATURAL GAS CONTEST WINNERS

Enter and Win a 
$100 Check 

from Oklahoma 
Natural Gas!

The December 2021 
Oklahoma Natural Gas 

Column and Editorial Contest
was judged by a member of the 

Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame.

1. Each month, send a tearsheet 
or photocopy of your best 
column and/or editorial to 
Oklahoma Natural Gas 
Contest, c/o OPA, 3601 N. 
Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, 
OK 73105-5499. Entries also 
may be emailed (full-page 
tearsheet) to news@okpress.
com.

2. Include the author’s name, 
name of publication, date 
of publication and category 
entered (column or editorial).

3. Only ONE editorial and/or 
ONE column per writer per 
month will be accepted.

4. All entries for the previous 
month must be at the OPA 
office by the 15th of the 
current month.

5. Winning entries will be 
reproduced on the OPA 
website at www.OkPress.com.

Entries must 
have been previously 

published in print. 

Contest open to 
all OPA member 

newspapers.

Although Oklahoma Natural Gas 
Company selects representative 
contest winners’ work for use 
in this monthly ad, the views 
expressed in winning columns and 
editorials are those of the writers 
and don’t necessarily reflect the 
Company’s opinions.

Nobody talks about the trauma journalists 
face while working, and the way we are 
affected by some of the things we cover. 
The series Hidden in Plain Sight focused 
on the horrors of child sexual abuse and 
the effect it has on survivors. This topic is 
difficult for people to read but it was also 
difficult to write. 
I knew the basics of what I wanted this 
project to be, what I wanted it to say and 
the impact I hoped it would have. What 
I didn’t know was how the series would 
impact me as a person and a journalist. 
I went to a dark place while working 
on this series, it’s hard to laugh and be 
happy while listening to someone’s worst 
moments in life, and that went on for 
most of the year. 
Even though the work was hard on me 
emotionally, I knew it was something 
worth completing. 
The series was about educating people 
in the community and giving survivors a 
platform to tell their stories. But when I 
started looking into doing this as a proj-
ect I couldn’t have imagined the level of 
impact it would have on the survivors and 
the community. 
The four survivors in the series were 
brave, raw and honest and went above 
and beyond to help educate. They were 
vulnerable and talked about the worst 
moments of their life, to save another 
child from sexual violence. 

How it started 
In 2020 Facebook and other social 
media platforms were filled with the 
#SaveOurChildren movement that gained 

a lot of traction, before suddenly disap-
pearing. I knew during that time that I 
wanted to write in-depth on child sexual 
abuse. But, I was in the middle of fin-
ishing up my first investigative series 
on adult sexual assaults and the lack of 
prosecution in Payne County, so I tabled 
that idea for later. 
Once January hit, I began thinking of 
what I could do and looking into who 
would be good sources. The process of 
writing and completing a series like this is 
tedious and it took nine months to com-
plete. 

What I learned 
When I started conducting interviews 
and reaching out to the survivors, I was 
scared. I was scared to retraumatize 
these women, I was scared they would 
be publicly shamed for reporting later 
in life, and I was scared that people 
wouldn’t care about their stories. 
What I learned was, the community 
was receptive to the stories, and people 
appreciated us taking on such a hard but 
important topic. 
I would like people in the community to 
know that although this series wasn’t 
pleasant to read each day it was pub-
lished, the topic is important. Throughout 
every interview the term “silent epidemic” 
was used by every source. 
What started as a small idea, blossomed 
into an eight-part series, something I am 
proud to have accomplished. My byline 
may be the one on all the stories, but this 
wouldn’t have been possible without the 
sources who spoke to me and the sup-
port I have at the Stillwater News Press. 

DECEMBER COLUMN WINNER
ASHLYND HUFFMAN, Stillwater News Press

Th e light at the end of the tunnel

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE DECEMBER WINNERS

Column: ASHLYND HUFFMAN, Stillwater News Press

Editorial: CHELSEA WEEKS, Claremore Daily Progress


