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The Atoka County Times is 
under new ownership.

Jeff and Jack Mayo, broth-
ers and third generation own-
ers of Cookson Hills Publish-
ers, Inc., purchased the weekly 
newspaper from Louise Cain. 
Cain is retiring after publish-
ing the Atoka County Times 
for more than 50 years.

In addition to the newly 
acquired Atoka County Times, 
the Mayo family also owns the 
Sequoyah County Times, Vian 
Tenkiller News, McIntosh 
County Democrat, The Eu-
faula Indian Journal, Eastern 
Times-Register, Okmulgee 
Times and Henryetta Free-
Lance.

“I love community news-
papers and I think Atoka is a 
great place to provide compel-

ling community journalism to 
our readers,” said Jeff Mayo. 
“I want to inform and promote 
our communities and help 
provide readers with informa-
tion about what is going on 
in their local government and 
schools.”

The new owners are 
third-generation newspaper 
publishers of the Sequoyah 
County Times in Sallisaw, but 
their experience in the indus-
try goes back even further.

Jeff and Jack Mayo are 
the fifth of six generations in 
printing and publishing. Their 
great-great-great-great-grand-
father was the first printer 
in Indian Territory and later 
started the first newspaper in 
Fort Smith, Arkansas.

Their grandparents, the 

late Wheeler and Florence 
Mayo, started the Sequoyah 
County Times in 1932. Their 
father, the late Jim Mayo, was 
publisher from the early 1970s 
until he became publisher 
emeritus in 2016. Jeff Mayo’s 
wife, Beth, serves as business 
manager of the company, just 
as his late mother, Becky, had 
until her retirement in 2020. 

Jeff received a degree in 
community journalism from 
the University of Kansas 
in 1994. He continued his 
education at the University of 
Minnesota Law School where 
he received his juris doctor in 
May 1997. 

He married Beth in October 
1999 and the couple moved 
back to Oklahoma in 2003 to 
work at the family newspaper 
in Sallisaw.

Jeff and Jack bought the 
Vian and Roland newspapers 
in 2005, Eufaula and Checotah 
in 2008 and Henryetta and 
Okmulgee in 2014.

Jack Mayo retired after a 
25-year career at Microsoft 
and now serves as CTO of 
Cookson Hills Publishers, Inc.

Are you ready? January 21 is the deadline for all mailers to  
electronically submit postage statements and mailing documentation.

The Oklahoma Press Association recently surveyed legal newspaper 
members to see if they are uploading their documents. Of the 153 
surveys emailed, 95 newspapers responded as follows:

70 	 have accounts on the Business Customer Gateway

59	 of those upload their documents to the BCG

For more information on how to set up an account on the BCG and/or  
how to upload, reach out to the OKC, Tulsa or Jonesboro BMEUs:

OKC: 405-815-2333, Carla or Jake 
Tulsa: 918-270-7533, Terri or Sidney 

Jonesboro, AR: 870-931-5910, Jessica

Atoka County Times under new ownership

New Owners: Jeff & Beth Mayo
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From the President
By Sheila Gay

Publisher of the Woodward News • OPA President 2023-2024

OPA CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS
For more information  

on upcoming events, visit 

okpress.com/events

OPEN MEETING &  
OPEN RECORDS  
REGIONAL SEMINARS
•	 OCT. 30 – ENID
	 Autry Technology Center,  

Room 201, 1201 W. Willow 
Rd., Enid, OK 73703

•	 NOV. 13 – McALESTER
	 Eastern Oklahoma State 

College, Clark Bass Building 
Auditorium, Room 215, 1802 
E. College Ave., McAlester, OK 
74501

•	 DEC. 11 – OKC
	 Metro Tech, Business  

Conference Center Auditorium, 
1900 Springlake Drive,  
Oklahoma City, OK 73111

Mon., January 15, 2024
ONF HOST NEWSPAPER 
INTERNSHIP APPLICA-
TION DEADLINE

Applications for the 2023 paid 
summer internship program are 
now available. The deadline for 
host newspaper applications is 
Jan. 15 and student applications 
are due Feb. 15. The program is 
made possible by a grant from 
the Inasmuch Foundation.

Thur., February 8, 2024
LEGISLATIVE SUMMIT  
AT STATE CAPITOL

Publishers and editors are  
encouraged to join us at the 
State Capitol on February 8 for 
the annual Legislative Summit.

As we all wrap up National Newspaper Week, I hope our community 
took pause and reflected about what our industry brings to the communi-
ty.

I could never eloquently write the words that OPA Executive Vice 
President Mark Thomas penned in his column, “Value of a hometown 
newspaper,” and the powerful impact those words had on us. 

Along with Mark’s column, we added our editor, Johnny McMahan’s personal rendition of how 
newspapers have impacted his career. We also centered in on several of our local “celebrities” for 
their viewpoints of newspapers. You know, the ones that our town has come to respect and receive 
inspiration from. 

Most of you may not read the Woodward News, but I thought I would share some of the quotes 
we received from the pillars of our community. I hope they inspire and energize you to continue 
showing up, telling the stories and reminding ourselves why we do this.
•	 Mayor: “It’s the lifeblood of the community. It’s difficult for a town to stay in existence if they 

don’t have a newspaper.”
•	 Tourism Director: “Local papers are still investing in a profession that is one of the four cor-

nerstones of freedom….with conviction that the right thing to do is to provide well documented 
truths to readers.”

•	 Chamber President: “The newspaper and their staff are also members of the local community, 
which makes it even more credible.”

•	 High Plains Technology Marketing Coordinator: “The local newspaper plays a crucial role in 
connecting HPTC with the community.”

•	 High School Principal: “Local newspapers are important because they can help to strengthen 
communities.”

•	 City Manager: “Today, we want to reach as many as we can and having a local newspaper is one 
of those key tools.”

•	 McDonald’s owner: “Our paper is often the only source of local news and events, past and 
future. I read nearly every single issue and it’s a critical part of the fabric or our community.”

•	 Financial institutions: “Having access to a local paper still remains an important asset to all 
communities. You can’t be informed if you don’t know what’s going on, and the newspaper is 
a good way to do that. It serves a valuable purpose in our area from school activities to local 
government meetings and numerous other events and meetings that we need to be aware of.”
These words bring what we do into perspective and I hope you had similar instances of gratitude 

for what we do.
My greatest hope in my season as your OPA President is that we remain steadfast in our quest to 

improve awareness of the vitality of our papers. 
All we need to do is make a difference and impact our community. 
As Mark so wonderfully said, “It’s about people.” And who cares about them? We do!
If no one has told you lately, you are doing a great job and you’ve got this! 

Learn the best practices for Public Notices at 
okpress.com/public-notice-training
The Oklahoma Press Association offers three videos that describe and 
illustrate the standards and best practices for publication of notices 
along with downloadable material.
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You’ve Got Questions!
•	 Can I photograph minors without consent?

•	 Can police deny access to records by issuing  
a press release?

•	 Should I alter my archives when a person demands it?

•	 Can I report inaccurate testimony given in open court?

•	 What are the laws about liquor advertising?
These are questions answered by the attorneys for the OPA Legal Services  
Plan members in recent months. OPA members always need timely legal  
advice on issues related to publishing.

You should join OPA’s LEGAL SERVICES PLAN!
See www.OkPress.com/LSP or contact Mark Thomas  

at (405) 499-0033 or toll-free in Oklahoma 1-888-815-2672 today!

Ashley Torres has joined 
the staff of the Poteau Daily 
News as a reporter.

Torres grew up in DeQueen, 
Ark., and. Now lives in Fort 
Smith.

For the last few years she 
has worked as a web content 
writer.

“I am so appreciative to 
have the opportunity to pivot 
and work in news,” Torres 

said. “Informative and factu-
al news is something I have 
always valued, and I am so 
glad that I get to be a part of 
that now.”

Ashley Torres joins Poteau Daily News

Monte Wayne Goucher, the 
former executive director of 
Circuit Engineering District 
7 (CED 7), pleaded guilty on 
Sept. 27 to two misdemeanor 
charges of a public official 
neglecting duty and Open 
Meeting Act violations.

Goucher was indicted in 
March last year on felony 
charges of embezzlement and 
conspiracy for his involve-
ment in the alleged embezzle-
ment of funds from both CED 
7 and the State of Oklahoma. 
He pleaded guilty after the 
felony counts were reduced to 
the two misdemeanor charges.

District Judge Donna L. 
Dirickson sentenced Goucher 

to 45 days of jail time in the 
Custer County Jail, along with 
a $10,000 restitution. In addi-
tion, Goucher is barred from 
ever again serving in govern-
ment and will be on probation 
until Sept. 25, 2026.

Goucher and three other 
men – Tim Binghom, former 
Kiowa County Commissioner 
and president of CED 7 board; 
Joe Don Dickey, former Till-
man County Commissioner; 
and Jerry Lynn Dean, who 
provided consulting services 
to CED 7 – were accused of 
embezzling more than $2 
million from CED and the 
State of Oklahoma after a 
2020 investigative state audit 

found CED 7 took out a loan 
of $2.35 million to open an 
asphalt emulsion plant in Clin-
ton to manufacture and market 
a proprietary formula of 
road repair and maintenance 
product. 

After the felony charges of 
embezzlement and conspiracy 
were dismissed, Binghom, 
Dean and Dickey pleaded “no 
contest” on March 6, 2023, to 
reduced charges of public offi-
cial neglecting duty and Open 
Meeting Act violation.

According to court records, 
each of the three defendants 
were ordered to pay $1,000 in 
restitution and received a four-
year deferred sentence.

Goucher pleads guilty to negligence 
and open meeting act violations
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© 2021 OGE Energy Corp.
We honor our commitment to strengthen our communities.

At OG&E, we do more than 
energize a power grid. 

The WWII Airborne Demonstration Team recently hosted Summer Jump School 2023. Pictured is the Team’s 
WWII era C-47, Boogie Baby. The team utilizes “chase” planes for media and photography purposes and this 
photo was shot through the window of their chase plane, the T-6 Texan, built in 1949. Hanging out the door 
checking wind speeds and other pertinent information is Henry Viswat.

Photo by KATHLEEN GUILL, Frederick Press-Leader, August 4, 2023

Leah Whidden keeps paddling as daughter Layla bails water from the Lovely Ladybugs boat in the waters of 
Medicine Creek during the 2nd Annual Medicine Park Cardboard Box Regatta.

Photo by SCOTT RAINS, The Lawton Constitution, August 27, 2023

AUGUST 2023  

DAILY, SEMI- AND  

TRI-WEEKLY WINNER:

SCOTT RAINS
The Lawton Constitution

AUGUST 2023  

WEEKLY WINNER:

KATHLEEN 
GUILL

 Frederick Press-Leader

The OGE Photo Contest  

was judged by a member of the  

Oklahoma  Journalism  

Hall of Fame.

View all winning photos  

and contest rules at  

OkPress.com/ 

OGE-Photo-Contest

Enter and Win  

a $100 Check from 

OGE ENERGY CORP.

For more information  
about the photo contest,  

visit okpress.com/ 
oge-photo-contest
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OPA Board meets to discuss finances, membership
The Oklahoma Press Asso-

ciation Board of Directors met 
by video conference call on 
September 21, 2023.

Officers attending were 
President Sheila Gay, Wood-
ward News, and Vice Pres-
ident Shauna Belyeu, The 
Eufaula Indian Journal.

Directors attending were 
Past President Zonelle Rain-
bolt, Wesner Publications; 
Suzie Campbell, Countywide 
& Sun; Erin Dyer Thompson, 
El Reno Tribune; Ed Choate, 
Muskogee Phoenix; and Brett 
Wesner, Wesner Publications.

Staff members present were 
Executive Vice President/
Secretary Mark Thomas and 
Member Services Director 
Lisa Sutliff. Guests attending 
were Jake Winkler, Part-
ner, Arledge & Associates, 
P.C.; Jeannie Freeman, OPA 
Accounting Manager; and 
Rod Serfoss, OPA Business 
Consultant. Treasurer David 
Stringer was absent.

After calling the meeting to 
order, Gay asked the board to 
review minutes of the July 20, 
2023, meeting. The minutes 
were approved as presented.

In the financial review, 
auditor Winkler said the audit 
of OPA and LSP for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2023, 
fairly represent the position 
of OPA and LSP. Arledge 
noted the association should 
implement and review control 
policy regarding depreciation 
on fixed asset activities. The 
board acknowledged receipt 
of the OPA audit and OPA/
OPS combined audit. Board 
members also reviewed and 
acknowledged receipt of the 
OPA and LSP financial state-
ments and investment reports 
as of August 31, 2023.

MEMBERSHIP
After reviewing the 

Individual Professional 
membership definition, board 

members agreed the board 
should update the definition 
to specifically address who is 
eligible for individual pro-
fessional membership.  In 
addition, the board agreed that 
individual persons working in 
public relations or working for 
organizations  qualified to be 
OPA members should apply 
under that organization and 
not as individual professional 
members.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
The Awards Committee 

made three recommendations, 
which were accepted by the 
Board.

The recommendations are 
to clarify requirements for 
personal columns, allow print 
and online projects to qualify 
for Sales Promotion Category, 
and to require the magazine 
contest be submitted in physi-
cal copy form. 

Campbell said the Awards 
Committee discussed ways 
to boost participation in the 
Small and Large Ad catego-
ries of the Better Newspaper 
Contest, including email to 
ad directors with examples of 
winning ads and a reminder to 
log their best ads for easier ac-
cess during the contest season. 
The committee also agreed 
to include one or more Better 
Newspaper Contest categories 
that highlight digital storytell-
ing and will review possible 
language at its next meeting.

Thompson said the Edu-
cation Committee discussed 
preliminary plans for the 2024 
annual convention, which will 
be held June 7-8, 2024, at the 
Sheraton Hotel in downtown 
Oklahoma City. Due to low 
participation from congressio-
nal members in recent years, 
the committee plans to instead 
hold a Q&A session with state 
legislative leaders. 

The committee also 
requested 2025 convention 

site proposals from the Grand 
Casino in Shawnee, the Delta 
Hotel and Reed Conference 
Center in Midwest City, the 
Edmond Convention Center 
and Hilton Garden Inn, and 
the Norman Embassy Suites.

Wesner said the Govern-
ment Relations Committee 
added an additional meeting 
on Oct. 26 to discuss and plan 
future legislative proposals. 
Thomas said Ted Streuli of 
Oklahoma Watch will speak to 
legislators on Sept. 25 during 
an interim study meeting 
about the importance of mug 
shot access. Thomas also said 
five free Open Meeting and 
Open Records seminars are 
scheduled with the Attorney 
General’s office this fall.

Choate said the LSP 
Committee had three recom-
mendations for the board’s 
consideration including 
approval of the LSP legal 
counsel letter of engagement 
for Doerner, Saunders, Daniel, 
and Anderson for 2023-2024, 
create a poster or notification 
with procedures for members 
to follow if law enforcement 
demands seizure of electronic 
devices and information, and 
to create a document for un-
paid contributors to determine 
and establish copyright owner-
ship and legal responsibilities 
for contributors submitting 
copyrighted material for publi-
cation. The board accepted the 
recommendations.

The LSP committee also 
reviewed the LSP quarterly 
report, announced that the 
Reporters Committee for Free-
dom of the Press (RCFP) hired 
Denver Nicks to serve as its 
new attorney for the Oklaho-
ma Local Legal Initiative; the 
DSDA legal staff will analyze 
the UPEPA (Uniform Public 
Expression Protection Act,; 
and the intention  to draft LSP 
plan language amending the 
existing Criminal Defense 

Reimbursement provision of 
Plan B benefits.

Gay said the Revenue 
and Promotion Committee 
is working on a package of 
general content that members 
may publish during Oklaho-
ma Newspaper Week, which 
will run in conjunction with 
National Newspaper Week 
on October 1-7, 2023. The 
committee also discussed 
the idea of a traveling sales 
consultant that could assist 
OPA member advertising staff 
and commended the collection 
of revenue ideas being shared 
quarterly.

Rod Serfoss began working 
as OPA’ business consultant 
last year to provide advice and 
recommendations to mem-
bers on different issues. Since 
January, he has visited about 
70 newspaper offices across 
the state where he has assisted 
with printing issues, business 
questions, USPS frustrations 
and records access. 

OTHER BUSINESS
In other business, board 

vacancies were discussed. 
The board  appointed 

Connor Choate of the Marietta 
Monitor to fill a  three-year 
term ending June 30, 2026, 
and Shaun Witt of Oklahoma 
Watch to complete an unfilled 
term until June 30, 2024. 

The board also accepted the 
new engagement agreement 
for the legal services of 
Doerner, Saunders, Daniel, 
and Anderson to OPA, OPS 
and LSP in FY 2023-24. 

Board members reviewed a 
summary of the  Directors & 
Officers liability insurance for 
the term of March 31, 2023, to 
March 31, 2024.

Thomas reviewed the 
Conflict of Interest Statement 
and asked new board members 
to sign the statement and send 
it to OPA.

Continued on Page 6
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Thomas asked the 
board to make a 2024 
legislative request and spend 
approximately $1,400, if 
approved, to pay for memorial 
bridge signage honoring 
Dr. Harry Heath on State 
Highway 51 in Stillwater. 
Heath died in 1996 at the 
age of 77. He was a longtime 
director of the Oklahoma 
State University School of 
Journalism and Broadcasting 
and wrote “Heath’s Critique” 
for The Oklahoma Publisher 
for 30 years.  Board members 
approved the request.

OPS BOARD MEETING
Board members approved 

minutes of the July 20, 2023, 
meeting as presented.

The Oklahoma Press 
Service Inc. audit was 
reviewed by the board. 
Winkler, a partner at Arledge 
& Associates, P.C., said 
OPS is in a good cash 
position and the financial 
statements represent fairly 
the financial position of OPS 
on June 30, 2023. The board 
acknowledged receipt of the 
OPS audit.

Board members also 
reviewed the OPS profit and 
loss statement. 

Thomas said advertising 
sales have exceeded budget, 
but classified network revenue 
is lower than expected. 

The board acknowledged 
receipt of the OPS profit and 
loss statement for the period 
ending August 31, 2023.

CHICKASAW NATION  
MEDIA RELATIONS

Loné Beasley
580-559-0921
lone.beasley@chickasaw.net
chickasaw.net

ETYPE SERVICES
Thad Swiderski
512-687-9055
thad@etypeservices.com
etypeservices.com

FEED THE CHILDREN
Carrie Snodgrass
(405) 213-9757
carrie.snodgrass@feedthechil-
dren.org
feedthechildren.org

GRAND RIVER DAM AUTHORITY
Justin Alberty
918-256-5545
justin.alberty@grda.com
grda.com

METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS
Jennifer Steiner
800-223-1600
jsteiner@metro-email.com
metrocreativeconnection.com

OGE ENERGY CORP.
Christi Woodworth
405-553-3698
woodwoco@oge.com
oge.com

OKLAHOMA ASSOCIATION OF 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES, INC.

Chris Meyers
405-478-1455
cmeyers@oaec.coop
oaec.coop

OKLAHOMA BAR ASSOCIATION
Janet Johnson
405-416-7000
janetj@okbar.org
okbar.org

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF 
REHABILITATION SERVICES

Jody Harlan, Comm. Director
405-203-1318
jharlan@okdrs.gov
oklahoma.gov/okdrs.html

OKLAHOMA MEDIA CENTER
Rob Collins, Project Manager
405-205-9421
rob.collins@localmedia.org
oklahomamediacenter.com

OKLAHOMA STATE SCHOOL 
BOARD ASSOCIATION

Christy Watson, Comm. Director
405-528-3571
christyw@ossba.org
ossba.org

ONE GAS
Chad Previch
405-501-9509
Chad.Previch@onegas.com
oklahomanaturalgas.com

OPA Board Meeting
Continued from Page 5

Michael Bush recently 
returned to the Mangum Star-
News as managing editor.

Bush previously served as 
publisher and editor from 1988 
to 1999 when the newspaper 
was sold to the Paxton family. 
The Mangum Star-News is 
now owned by Wesner Media.

Since leaving Mangum, 
Bush has worked for the 
Vernon Daily Record and the 
Altus Times as an editor, and 
for the last six years he worked 
at KWHW/KH-106 radio as 
news director.

“I am very excited to be a 
part of the Mangum commu-
nity again,” said Bush. “My 
family and I love the friends 

we made during the time we 
lived and worked in Mangum 
before and look forward to 
reconnecting with those we 
made special connections with, 
both personally and profes-
sionally.

“Mangum is a great com-
munity and I hope to serve 
them in my role at the Mang-
um Star-News even better than 
before.”

While living in Mangum, 
Bush was named Person of 
the Year by the Greer County 
Chamber of Commerce. He 
also was a member of the 
Masonic Lodge #61 and was 
a founding member of the 
Mangum Jaycees.

Michael Bush returns 
to Mangum Star-News

Mark Appleby, the Tulsa 
World’s audience growth and 
distribution director, recently 
retired after almost 46 years 
with the company. 

Appleby said loyal sub-
scribers and the people he’s 
worked with are the reasons 
he stayed so long at the 
World.

“People are just passionate 
about their Tulsa World,” he 
said. “For so many still, the 
print edition is the only way 
they are going to read the 
news. They trust us and care 
about what’s going on.”

Appleby was 19 when he 
began his career at the Tulsa 
World. When he started, there 
were 1,500 carriers working 
two shifts, tossing papers in 
the morning for the Tulsa 
World and in the afternoon 
for the Tulsa Tribune.

He moved up to circula-
tion manager in 2001 and 
then in 2013 took on his 
current role.

Appleby said it’s hard to 

deliver newspapers to thou-
sands of houses and hundreds 
of businesses by 6 a.m. each 
day.

“But the journalism is 
important, and we do such 
a good job at that,” he said. 
“We have to get it there, and 
we have so many dedicated 
to doing that each day.”

In addition to the Tulsa 
World, the carriers deliver the 
New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal and USA Today each 
day. They also deliver the 
weekly newspapers owned 
by Lee Enterprises, the Tulsa 
World’s parent company: the 
Sand Springs Leader, Owasso 
Reporter, Skiatook Journal 
and Wagoner County Ameri-
can-Tribune.

“The Tulsa World has 
been one of the best places to 
work because every depart-
ment has had great people for 
many, many years,” Appleby 
said. “We produce a great 
newspaper that people want 
in their home each morning.”

Appleby retires from TW
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Worth Mentioning
CLINTON DAILY NEWS READERS SHOW OFF PETS

Hill’s Pet Nutrition Clinton is asking readers of the Clinton Daily 
News to show off their pets.

Photos of dogs and cats will 
be eligible to win prizes from 
Hill’s Pet Nutrition Clinton for 
having one of the coolest pets 
around.

Photos will be accepted 
by email through Oct. 19. The 
top submissions will be printed 
on a full-color, full page at a 
later date and readers will be 
asked to vote for their top three 
finishers.

Hill’s will then award prizes 
to the top three vote recipients, 
which will win a Hill’s goodie 
bag. The grand prize winner will 
be awarded a six-month supply 
of Hill’s Science Diet food for a 
single animal.

Contest results will be published and the grand prize winner – owner 
and animals – will have their picture featured on the front page of the 
Clinton Daily News.

PERRY DAILY JOURNAL PUTS THE FOCUS ON FAMILY
The Perry Daily Journal focused on 

“Where Family Begins” as the theme for 
their annual special edition.

The edition included 32 pages full 
of stories about area families as well as 
articles from previous Perry publications 
in the Sept. 6 issue.

“This is a year-long project that the 
whole staff works on,” said Lori Battles, 
general manager of the PDJ. 

A new special edition with a new 
theme is produced annually and coin-
cides with the land run of Perry.

Battles said the edition sells around 
$8,000 to $10,000 in advertising. 

“We offer the customer a BOGO,” said 
Battles. “They can purchase one size 
ad. With that ad they can either have a 

story about their business (that we write or they submit) that equals that 
same size or they can have two ads the same size. Or they can make 
one large ad.”

WEATHERFORD DAILY NEWS SUBSCRIPTION DRIVE
The Weatherford Daily News recently presented a $1,155 check to 

the Agape Medical Clinic. The funds were collected during the news-
paper’s  summer subscription drive. “It’s not just the WDN, Publisher 
Phillip Reid said. “It’s all the subscribers who pitched in the extra $5.” 
Agape Medical Clinic provides medical services for free or low-cost to 
all individuals.

The Clinton Daily News - 10/03/2023

October 5, 2023 3:35 pm (GMT +0:00) 

Rebekah Campbell, 
Jonathan Frater, 
Ayshka Garcia, 
Grayson Maley, 
Jaden Patton, Kalys-
sa Staggs, Rodman 
Villanueva, Olivia 
Campbell, Ace Eli-
zondo and Delilah 
Perez; the latter 
three of  which, are 
also performing 
with the junior high 
choir. 

CMS Whirlwinds 
to attend are Ev-
elyn Acevedo, Lily 
Adkinson, Bella 
Bridgeman, Jasmin 
Diaz, Ali Fuentes, 
Beth Hansen, Su-
sana Hoffman, Luna 
Lopez, Jaiden Mc-
Cullough, Stella 
Meacham, Logan 
Purser, Paisley 
Ruyle, Tatum Shack-
elford, Sophie Stew-
art and Perla Val-
ladares. 

believe all animals – 
from your pet to the 
companion animals 
we care for – should 
be loved and cared 
for during their life-
times.”

Readers are asked 
to submit photos of  
their pets by email-

ing them to photos@
clintondailynews.
com. They are 
asked to provide 
the pet’s name and 
the owner’s contact 
information. Submis-
sions will be accepted 
through Oct. 19. The 
top submissions 
will be printed on a 
full-color full page 

at a later date and 
readers will be asked 
to vote for their top 
three finishers by 
submitting emails to 
the same address.

Hill’s will then 
award prizes to the top 
three vote recipients.  

“The top three 
finishers will win 
a Hill’s goodie bag 

including some of  
our great products,” 
Sawatzky said. “The 
grand prize winner 
will be provided a 
six-month supply of  
Hill’s Science Diet 
food – dog or cat – for 
a single animal.”

The results will be 
published and the 
grand prize winner 

– owner and ani-
mal – will have their 
picture featured on 
the front page of  the 
Clinton Daily News.

So, break out the 
camera and start 
snapping pictures of  
those pooches or kit-
ties. Again, submis-
sions will be accepted 
now through Oct. 19.   
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 WEATHER

Today
 Day  Night

      

     
 Partly    Mostly 
      Sunny           Cloudy
 High 86° Low 62°

Wednesday
 Day  Night

      

     
 Mostly   Mostly
     Cloudy          Cloudy
     High 80° Low 56°

Thursday
 Day  Night

      

     
      Mostly           Mostly 
 Sunny  Clear
 High 76° Low 50°
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FROM PAGE 1

CHOIR

after his initial 
charges of  embezzle-
ment and conspiracy 
were dismissed in 
March as well. 

Custer County 
District Attorney 
Angela Marsee, who 
recused herself  from 
the case early in the 

preceding, declined 
to comment on the 
case pointing to 
her involvement as 
only a witness. Kay 
County District At-
torney Brian Her-
manson, the pros-
ecutor on the case, 
was unavailable for 
comment as of  press 
time Monday. 

FROM PAGE 1

CHARGES

FROM PAGE 1

NEW YORK (AP) 
— U.S. health offi-
cials plan to endorse 
a common antibiotic 
as a morning-after 
pill that gay and bi-
sexual men can use 
to try to avoid some 
increasingly com-
mon sexually trans-
mitted diseases.

The proposed CDC 
guideline was re-
leased Monday, and 
officials will move 
to finalize it after a 
45-day public com-
ment period. With 
STD rates rising to 
record levels, "more 
tools are desperately 
needed," said Dr. 
Jonathan Mermin 
of the Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention.

The proposal 

comes after studies 
found some people 
who took the anti-
biotic doxycycline 
within three days of  
unprotected sex were 
far less likely to get 
chlamydia, syphilis 
or gonorrhea com-
pared with people 
who did not take the 
pills after sex.

The guideline is 
specific to the group 
that has been most 
studied — gay and 
bisexual men and 
transgender women 
who had a STD in the 
previous 12 months 
and were at high risk 
to get infected again.

There's less 
evidence that the 
approach works for 
other people, includ-
ing heterosexual 

men and women. 
That could change 
as more research is 
done, said Mermin, 
who oversees the 
CDC's STD efforts.

Even so, the idea 
ranks as one of  only a 
few major prevention 
measures in recent 
decades in "a field 
that's lacked innova-
tion for so long," said 
Mermin. The others 
include a vaccine 
against the HPV vi-
rus and pills to ward 
off HIV, he said.

Doxycycline, a 
cheap antibiotic that 
has been available for 
more than 40 years, is 
a treatment for health 
problems including 
acne, chlamydia and 
Rocky Mountain 
spotted fever.

U.S. health officials propose using 
cheap antibiotic as STD treatment

THREE COOKSON HILLS PUBLISHERS NEWSPAPERS 
ENCOURAGE READERS TO ‘THINK PINK’ IN OCTOBER

The Okmulgee Times, Henryetta Free-Lance and McIntosh County 
Democrat in conjunction with Luv Ford of Henryetta are encouraging 
the community to “Think 
Pink” during October, 
which is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month.

The three news-
papers, all part of the 
Cookson Hills Publishers 
family, will have their 
publications and web-
sites turned Pink this 
month and give readers 
a chance to win a $100 
gas card at the end of the October.

To win, readers will visit the newspaper’s websites and click on the 
Luv Ford pink ad where they will fill out a form in order to be entered 
in the drawing. Three winners – one from each market area – will be 
selected to win a gas card.

Perry Daily Journal - 09/13/2023

September 26, 2023 1:53 pm (GMT +0:00) 
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TULSA WORLD SERIES FEATURES PHOTOGRAPHERS 
“Moments in Tulsa” is a photo series by Tulsa World photographers. 

The idea behind the photo 
series was simple, said Mike 
Simons, a photojournalist at 
the World. 

“Instead of ‘roaming for wild 
art,’ we started publishing all 
the interesting photos that we 
take that don’t really have a 
home,” Simons said.

Simons said that in the past 
photos that didn’t fit into the 
traditional “wild art” definitions 
usually existed on the photog-
rapher’s social media channels.

“In the past, some of the most engagement I’d get on my social 
media was for photos that didn’t really have a home in the paper,” 
Simons said. “Now they do!”

Simons said it’s also a great way to publish photos from assign-
ments that don’t make the edit. 

“A lot of times we make interesting photos on assignments that have 
nothing to do with the story we are there to photograph,” he said. “Our 
Moments feature is a great place for those photos.”

Subscribers can view Moments in Tulsa photos at tinyurl.com/ 
4syeu5mr.

Tulsa World - 09/11/2023

September 26, 2023 1:42 pm (GMT +0:00) 
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JIMMIE TRAMEL
Tulsa World

The yet-to-open Oklahoma
Museum of Popular Culture
(OKPOP) has a new director.
A news release from theOkla-

homa Histori-
cal Society said
Jake Krumwiede
has been named
OKPOP’s next
director.
He has been

the museum di-
rector at Cher-
okee Strip Re-
gional Heritage
Center in Enid since August
2019 and has been an OHS
employee for more than 16
years — 13 at the Will Rogers
Memorial Museum in Clare-
more.
“I’m incredibly excited to get

started at OKPOP,”Krumwiede
said in the release.“As a lifelong
Oklahoman, I have a real pas-
sion for telling our story. I am
thrilled and honored to be able
to showcase the creative spirit
and influence of Oklahoma
artists.We have a lot of work to
do, and I can’t wait to roll upmy
sleeves and get to it.”
OKPOP is in the midst of a

fundraising campaign for the
next phase of the museum.

OKPOP
hasnew
director

JASON COLLINGTON
Tulsa World

The search for possible un-
marked burials from the 1921
Tulsa Race Massacre continues
on Monday, when hand exca-
vations will start at grave shafts
found atOaklawnCemetery.
Field experts in this latest

round of excavations have ex-
posed seven full and threepartial

graveshafts.They foundmarkers
made of bricks andmetal.
ThegroupthatarrivesMonday

will help determine if anything
found could be potential vic-
tims of themassacre.Dr. Phoebe
Stubblefield,who has previously
worked at the site, will be back
with her forensic team to receive
any remains for analysis.
Thework is beingdone along a

portion of 11th Street in front of
Oaklawn Cemetery now called
“J. Kavin Ross Drive.” Ross, who
served as chairman of the citi-
zen oversight committee for the
city’s search for burials, worked

withcrewsandresearchersat the
cemetery.
Ross died earlier this year at

age 60.
State Archaeologist Kary

Stackelbecksaidsheandher team
have thought about him during
work this past week. The name
Kavin is stenciled onto the heavy
equipmentbeingusedat the site.
“For all of us right now, we’re

very much feeling Kavin’s loss
and the fact that we don’t have
Kavin with us,” she said during a
videoupdateonthesearch.“He’s

Hand excavations scheduled
RANDYKREHBIEL
TulsaWorld

Policywonkssaybudgetsreflect
priorities.
If so, Oklahoma gives a very

low priority to enforcing its state
ethicsandcampaignfinancelaws.
The Oklahoma Ethics Com-

mission has six employees and a
budget of about $820,000 a year,
making it one of the smallest and
least-funded state agencies. Its
executivedirector is leavingatthe
endoftheyearanditsonlinedata-
basewill go dark during themid-

dleofnextyear’scampaignseason
if something isn’t done soon.
All of thiswhile the schemes to

circumvent full disclosure grow
ever more complex and the peo-
ple behind them become more
brazen.
“We’re obviously in a very

transformative time for the Eth-
icsCommission,”saidJarredBre-
jcha,aTulsanwhorepresents the
1st Congressional District on the
panel.

Leaders concerned about
future of ethics commission

Above: Construction crewswork on scaffolding surrounding the
steeple of Trinity Episcopal Church in downtown Tulsa. The tem-
perature in Tulsa hit highs in the 90s so I stopped to get a photowith
my drone of the workers on the scaffolding above the church, having
to wear all of their extra protective equipment in the early after-
noon,which felt like the hottest time of the day.

—Daniel Shular, staff photographer

Right: Ron Brownwith Squeegee Squad cleans the windows on the
First National Bank building in Pawhuska. Brown is using a pure wa-
ter cleaning system that will extend up to 60 feet.

—Mike Simons, staff photographer

MOMENTS IN TULSA: APHOTOSERIESBYTULSAWORLDPHOTOGRAPHERS

Tulsa museum in
the middle of
fundraising campaign

Krumwiede

Please see OKPOP, Page A3

Search for Tulsa
Race Massacre
burials continues

Please seeMASSACRE, Page A3 Please see ETHICS, Page A3

FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR CHEROKEE NATION CITIZENS
The Cherokee Nation and the Cherokee Phoenix are continuing their 

partnership in providing free subscriptions for Cherokee Nation citizens 
to the newspaper through 2024. The Free Phoenix for All program, now 
entering its third year, has provided nearly 80,000 households with a 
free newspaper subscription in 2023. 
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Meet the 2023 Summer Interns
 OKLAHOMA NEWSPAPER FOUNDATION 

Thanks to a grant 
from the Inasmuch 
Foundation, 17 
college students 
received paid 
internships at 
various newspapers 
and online news 
organizations across 
the state. 

This month, the 
final five interns share 
their experiences.

The internship 
program, now in 
its 16th year, is 
facilitated by the 
Oklahoma Newspaper 
Foundation. 

Sam KozlowskiAinsley Martinez

Annabella Potts Khai Tran

I interned at the Midwest 
City Beacon, which covers the 
Midwest City and Del City areas. 
I am from the Oklahoma City and 
Moore areas and when I started 
this internship, I was very unfa-
miliar with Midwest City. However, 
I have thoroughly enjoyed being 
able to experience working in the 
journalism field. 

I have interviewed numerous 
people, taken photos at events, 

written a lot of stories and learned 
more about journalism than I 
thought I could. Gathering infor-
mation from people I never knew 
in a city I was not familiar with 

was a challenging yet 
wonderful experience.

My favorite aspect 
of this internship has 
been the opportunities 
presented to me. For 

example, one of my favorite proj-
ects was covering the Tinker Air 
Show and the Blue Angels. Being 
able to photograph the arrival of 
the Blue Angels alongside news 
stations such as News 9, KFOR 

and Fox 25 was an unbelievable 
experience. Not only that but  
interviewing the flight leader  
himself was incredible. After that, I 
had the opportunity to photograph 
the Tinker Air Show.

This internship has been an 
experience I will take with me 
moving forward in my journalism 
career.

My favorite aspect 
of this internship 

has been the opportunities 
presented to me.

	 BY ALYSSA DALLEY-SCHOFIELD, Midwest City Beacon — Oklahoma City Community College

Alyssa Dalley-Schofield
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This summer, I interned at a 
nonprofit for the first time — but 
my experience at the organization 
started a year earlier at a previ-
ous internship.

Last summer at The Oklaho-
man, I covered a different story 
every day, but I had the same 
routine. I drove from my humble 
rental home in Edmond to bustling 
downtown Oklahoma City. When I 
arrived at Century Center’s park-
ing garage entrance, I rolled down 
my window to scan my card and 
waited for the striped barrier gates 
to open — a feat for someone 
with short arms and a disabled 
left hand. Some days, I would 
spend five minutes searching for 
my parking card, scrambling as 
I saw a line of annoyed drivers 
waiting behind me in my rearview 
mirror. Although my routine stayed 
the same, that parking card 
changed locations daily: moving 
from my wallet to my car’s seat 
cushions to some other obscure 
place in my vehicle. 

When I finally made it up the 
elevator to the second floor, I 
walked past other news organi-
zations, all with transparent win-
dows. I treated my walk to the end 
of the hall like a trip to a museum, 
as if the various newsrooms were 
showcased in glass houses. While 
most companies carried similar 
corporate news ambiances, one 
organization distinctly stood out. 
Through the glass windows, I 
saw a mannequin standing in the 

office’s lobby sporting a T-shirt 
that read, “Oklahoma Watch: Real 
Journalists, Real News.” 

For us at The Oklahoman, it 
was comical and slightly absurd: a 
joke full of many unknown origins. 
Every day, when I matched eyes 
with the mannequin, who I now 

know as Maeve, I always won-
dered what lay inside Oklahoma 
Watch and what made it different. 

This year I had the opportunity 
to find out. 

When I entered Oklahoma 
Watch in June, I noticed the 
workplace matched the fun envi-
ronment. Weekly staff meetings 
felt like a familial gathering, but 
within professional parameters. 
The reporters and editors had 
many different perspectives on 
journalism and news coverage, 
but no one seemed hesitant to 
vocalize their opinions or defend 
their approaches.

The staff supported my ideas 
on covering people with disabil-
ities and allowed me to explore 
the underrepresented issues of 
accessibility. This opportunity 
solidified my desire to focus on 
disability coverage. 

At times, I felt incompetent 

after weeks of edits on a singular 
story, but my dad reminded me of 
the Watch’s structural differences. 
As an investigative nonprofit, 
editors can take their time and 
fully flesh out stories. This was 
artisanal journalism: small batch, 
high quality. 

[Former] Executive Editor Mike 
Sherman and Executive Director 
Ted Streuli gave the kind of feed-
back any serious journalist would 
crave, examining each line of the 
story and not settling for merely 
adequate material. Despite my 
clear need to improve, they 
fostered my potential rather than 
punishing me for my faults. 

I enjoyed working with Paul 
Monies and I’m honored to have 
him as a mentor. He maintains a 
humble and kind demeanor, but 
carries the skills and resume of 
the sometimes cynical and egotis-
tical veteran reporter. 

I learned so much from 
reporters Whitney Bryen, Keaton 
Ross and Jennifer Palmer. They 
are hardworking, fast on their feet 
and will drop everything to help a 
fellow reporter. I had fun chatting 
and bouncing ideas off reporter 
Lionel Ramos. I could talk to 

the staff for hours and, on many 
occasions, I did. 

I’m grateful to have completed 
the journey with fellow interns 
Yasmeen Saadi and Jazz Wolfe. 
It wouldn’t have been the same 
without them. 

Shaun Witt brings great 
energy and life to the office. 
Though not an editor or reporter, 
in many ways he is the glue of the 
newsroom: making sure the staff 
stays connected. 

There are some people that 
you would love to read a whole 
biography about and, for me, 
everyone at Oklahoma Watch is 
one of those people. 

This summer, I had the same 
routine, but a different experience. 
I still drove from my same rental 
home in Edmond to the same 
parking garage in Oklahoma City. 
But this time, my card stopped its 
daily commute and stayed in my 
purse. No longer did I feel rushed 
at the barrier gates. I could take 
time scanning my card, just like 
I could take time developing a 
story. The fast-paced work at 
daily newspapers is necessary 
for the community, and vital to my 
education, but the investigative 
work at Oklahoma Watch feels 
more my speed (granted, I could 
still learn to move a little faster). 
But if it takes longer to open my 
professional barrier gates than I 
anticipated, I should still enjoy the 
ride as a student.

	 2023 SUMMER INTERNS  

The staff supported my ideas on 
covering people with disabilities 

and allowed me to explore the under- 
represented issues of accessibility. 

Writing stories at the Guthrie 
News Leader has taught me so 
much about myself and invig-
orated my love for storytelling. 

Throughout my time in Guthrie, 
countless stories unfolded within 
the tight-knit community. I got to 
know and befriend many people 

within the community, including 
brilliant artists, Super Bowl cham-
pions and war heroes.

The Leader staff provided me 
with strong reporting knowl-
edge and trusted in my abilities. 
Between breaking news, sports 
and feature stories, the internship 

gave me excellent practice in 
various forms of print.

I’m incredibly thankful for the 
creative freedom I was given and 
the smiling faces who welcomed 
me in. I consider my coworkers 
family, so thank you Jennifer 
Tennyson, Rochelle Stidham, Erin 
Stevens and Chris Mallow.

  The Leader staff provided me 
with strong reporting knowledge 

and trusted in my abilities. 

	 BY AINSLEY MARTINEZ, Oklahoma Watch — University of Central Oklahoma

	 BY SAM KOZLOWSKI, Guthrie News Leader  — University of Central Oklahoma
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  2023 SUMMER INTERNS  

As I recount my internship at 
the Weatherford Daily News, I 
didn’t realize how transformative 
this opportunity would prove to 
be. It opened the doors to the 
world of professional, traditional 
journalism and led me on an 
eye-opening journey of learn-
ing and growth. The invaluable 
lessons I gained during this expe-
rience have left a lasting impres-
sion on both my professional and 
personal development.

My time at the Daily News be-
gan as a graphic designer, a role I 
was familiar with and confident in, 
but it soon evolved as I took on an 
assignment completely new to me 
– pagination. This experience not 
only allowed me to break out of 
my comfort zone and diversify my 
skill set, but also offered hands-on 
exposure to the industry, allowing 
me to work with real businesses 
and clients.

As a paginator, I had the 
opportunity to collaborate closely 
with the editorial team, learning 
the process of creating articles 
and assembling them into a 
well-organized publication. One 

of the most important lessons I’ve 
learned is how to be wise with the 
space I was given. Working within 
the constraints of a 6-column 
layout, I learned to transform 
every story, every piece of news 
or advertising, into a visually 
captivating and comprehensive 
experience, while adhering to 
the established style guidelines 
and maintaining a consistent 
aesthetic. It was undoubtedly a 
challenge, as I encountered my 
fair share of mistakes along the 
way. Fortunately, I had the invalu-
able guidance and support of the 
team, as they provided me with 
valuable feedback and assistance 
to help me improve in subsequent 
issues.

The advertising aspect of 
my internship exposed me to 
the power of visual marketing. 
Crafting interesting and compel-
ling marketing materials requires 
me to grasp the audience’s needs 
and desires, a skill that I believe 
will be invaluable in any creative 
field. Advertising in the fast-paced 
world of journalism also taught 
me to adapt to tight deadlines 

and make quick decisions without 
compromising quality. 

The team’s cohesiveness and 
collaborative attitude never failed 
to surprise me during my intern-
ship. I saw how professionals from 
many departments collaborated 
smoothly to create a unified news-
paper for the community. This 

experience emphasized the value 
of teamwork, efficient communi-
cation, and valuing each other’s 
skills in any workplace.

I am deeply grateful for the 
unwavering support and guidance 
of Publisher Phillip Reid, who 
has been the most influential and 
endearing mentor throughout this 
incredible journey. Phillip wel-
comed me and gave me count-
less opportunities. He provided 
me with constructive feedback, 
highlighting areas where I could 

enhance my skills and rectify 
any errors I made. I not only 
developed my skills in publishing 
and journalism but also learned 
invaluable lessons in profession-
alism, respect for traditions and 
embracing innovations.

My internship was a 
life-changing experience that  

fueled my enthusiasm for jour-
nalism and design. I finished the 
internship with a deep under-
standing of the art of storytelling, 
the power of visuals and the 
importance of collaboration. I am 
confident in my abilities and eager 
to contribute meaningfully to 
media and design in my career. I 
will treasure the lessons I learned 
throughout my internship and will 
be eternally grateful for the oppor-
tunity to work with the great team 
at the Weatherford Daily News.

 I saw how professionals from 
many departments collaborated 

smoothly to create a unified newspaper 
for the community.

	 BY KHAI TRAN, Weatherford Daily News — Southwestern Oklahoma State University

When I first started my intern-
ship at OKC Friday, I was a little 
nervous about covering events in 
a city I didn’t know much about. I 

wanted to be thrown into the mix 
and start working on projects as 
quickly as possible, and I was giv-
en ample opportunities to do so. 

One of my favorite experi-
ences was when I visited a dog 
shelter for our “Dog of the Week” 
feature. Playing with all the dogs 
while writing something in hopes 
they get adopted made me feel 
empowered in my writing. 

I was also given the opportu-
nity to interview an older woman 
in the community who gave me 
outstanding advice on navigating 

life as a woman. I’m confident that 
our conversation will stick with me 
forever. 

I always enjoy writing outside 
of the classroom, so when I was 
able to sit at my own desk and 
write for hours, it felt like a dream 
come true. I’m used to cramming 
in my writing time at night after 
I’ve spent hours in classes, but 

with this internship, I had plenty of 
time to dive deep into stories. 

Our Young Professionals 
series was exciting to work on, 
because I love to find all the de-
tails about what makes someone 
special. 

I am extremely grateful to 
Rose Lane for providing me with 
the opportunity to secure this 
internship. Her confidence in my 
ability to take on stories and prob-
lem-solve always left me feeling 
excited to take on new projects. I 
also look up to her strength and 
leadership as she juggles many 
different responsibilities while al-
ways having a wonderful attitude. 

My female coworkers at OKC 
Friday brought joy and light to 

every day at the office, and I can 
only hope that one day I am as 
accomplished and knowledgeable 
as they are. 

My internship at OKC Friday 
was a wonderful experience that 
will lead to my future endeavors in 
journalism and writing. I’m proud 
of the stories I’ve written through-
out the summer, and I am excited 
to continue working toward my 
dream of having a writing career. 

I also would like to thank the 
Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation 
and the Inasmuch Foundation for 
providing me with the funding and 
opportunity to pursue my dreams 
before graduating. 

... I love to find all the details about 
what makes someone special. 

	 BY ANNABELLA POTTS, OKC Friday — University of Oklahoma
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The Oklahoma Society of 
Professional Journalists recent-
ly announced winners of its 
2023 annual contest.

Individual winners were Ed 
Kelley, Bruce Willingham and 
Dr. Mark Hanebutt.

Kelley, who recently retired 
as dean of the Gaylord Col-
lege of Journalism and Mass 
Communications, received the 
Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Kelley worked at the Okla-
homa Publishing Company 
from 1974 to 2011, beginning 
as a state roving reporter and 
working his way up to editor of 
The Oklahoman. 

After working as editor of 
The Washington Times and 
in Salt Lake City, he returned 
to his alma mater, working in 
Gaylord College. 

The Oklahoma SPJ Carter 
Bradley Award went to Bruce 
Willingham, publisher of the 
McCurtain Gazette. Willing-
ham placed a recording device 
in the county commissioners 
office to document suspicions 
of illegal meetings. But what 
the recording captured was 
threats, racism and more. 

The coverage by Will-
ingham and his son, Chris, 
gained national attention. State 
officials, including Governor 
Kevin Stitt, called for the res-
ignation of the local officials. 

In July, Paige Williams 
wrote an article about the inci-
dent for The New Yorker.

Dr. Mark Hanebutt from the 
University of Central Okla-
homa was the recipient of the 
Teacher of the Year award. Af-

ter earning a bachelor’s degree 
in journalism from the Univer-
sity of Evansville (Indiana), 
Hanebutt moved to Oklahoma 
and pursued a master’s degree 
from the University of Central 
Oklahoma. He also received a 
juris doctor degree in law from 
the Oklahoma City University 
School of Law.

As a professor in the Mass 
Communications Department 
at UCO, Hanebutt teaches 

courses in news reporting and 
media law.

The Cherokee Phoenix took 
first place for Print Outstand-
ing Newspaper. Second place 
went to the Southwest Ledger; 
third to Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation; and honorable mention 
to The Frontier. 

For a complete list of 
winners in all categories, see 
okspj.com/awards.

Bill Ketter, 
CNHI’s senior vice 
president of news, 
was the recipient 
of the Society of Pro-
fessional Journalists 
Wells Memorial Key 
award.

The award 
recognizes Ket-
ter’s distinguished career and 
contributions to the journalism 
community.

Ketter has been a member 
of SPJ for 62 years and served 
in various leadership roles. 

He is the recipient 
of numerous journal-
ism awards. While 
he was editor of the 
Lawrence (Massachu-
setts) Eagle-Tribune, 
the paper won the 
2003 Pulitzer Prize 
for breaking news.

Ketter received the 
award at the SPJ 2023 Journal-
ism Conference at the Planet  
Hollywood Resort in Las 
Vegas.

Bill Ketter honored with 
Wells Memorial Key award

OK-SPJ announces 2023 contest award winners
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Telling the WHOLE 
truth is tough 

for Big Tobacco.
We helped them out by editing 
their court-ordered mandates.

By JOHN FOUST
Greensboro, NC 

Back in my ad agency days, 
I worked with a real estate 
client on a series of customer 
testimonials. We started with 
one, then added another and 
another. The final count was 
more than a dozen, which kept 
the campaign fresh and gave 
us a lot of flexibility.

 The plan was to run smaller 
ads with one testimonial, and 
then to place three small testi-
monials at the top of weekly, 
full-page ads which featured 
descriptions of houses for sale. 
The ads attracted attention 
from prospective buyers and 
sellers and the company’s 
agents. One testimonial photo 
and quote featured a South Ko-
rean couple who had relocated 
to the area, when one spouse’s 
high tech employer moved a 
number of executives to North 
Carolina from that country. 
The quote appeared in Kore-
an, which appealed to others 
who were relocating with the 
same company, in addition to 
attracting a lot of attention on 
the page.

 This strategy gave us more 
mileage than a campaign with 
two or three testimonials, be-
cause there were so many dif-
ferent combinations. If you’d 
like to try something similar, 
here are the steps to take:

 1. Select the right testi-
monial subjects. Your adver-
tiser can make the choices. Go 
for variety: some individuals, 
some couples, and some inter-
national customers, if possi-
ble. In the case of real estate, 
balance testimonials between 
home buyers and sellers.

 2. Get the right testimo-
nial quotes. You can coach 
your advertiser on how to do 
this. Keep the quotes brief, 
with a target of 10 to 20 words. 
Quotes can be obtained by 

phone or email, or even in 
person. Make sure the subjects 
understand that their com-
ments may be edited slightly 
for brevity.

 3. Be specific. A testimoni-
al ad is a way to convey selling 
points about the advertiser. As 
a result, it’s important to ask 
questions to direct answers 
in the right direction – and 
to create a variety of state-
ments. “XYZ’s service team 
responds quickly to calls. I can 
always count on them” is more 
informative than “The XYZ 
Company is great. I really like 
them.” The next quote can 
focus on something other than 
service.

 4. Photos are a must. 
Taking photographs has gotten 
simpler with each year. It’s 
okay to use your phone. Head-
shots are best. Clean, unclut-
tered backgrounds provide 
better ad reproduction.

 5. Get signed releases. 
Depending on the laws in your 
area, make sure you have the 
proper permission to use each 
testimonial. Release forms can 
be found online.

 6. Establish a rotation. 
Be flexible. The more testimo-
nials you have, the greater the 
possibilities.

 7. Thank (but do not pay) 
your testimonial subjects. 
Unpaid testimonials from real 
customers have the ring of 
authenticity. Your advertiser 
should send a nice letter, along 
with their photo and a copy of 
an ad in which they appeared. 
It’s another chance for your 
advertiser to strengthen their 
relationships with clients.

Copyright 2023 by John Foust. All rights 
reserved. John Foust has conducted 
training programs for thousands of news-
paper advertising professionals. Many ad 
departments are using his training videos 
to save time and get quick results from 
in-house training. Email for information: 
john@johnfoust.com

Get more mileage out of 
customer testimonials
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Six local stories and three 
pictures on a typical front page 
of the Okmulgee Times regu-
larly entices readers to buy a 
copy to find out 
what is going on 
in the area. 

But like so 
many good news-
papers, the front 
page is only the 
tip of the iceberg.

As you dive 
into the inside 
pages, there are 
dozens of local 
stories and nu-
merous great pic-
tures. Thanks to 
good press work, 
both color and 
black and white photos stand 
out in the printed edition.

In a recent 22-page issue 
of the Times,  there were 20 
locally written news stories 
complemented by 15 pictures. 
On the sports side, there 
were six local stories and 20 
pictures covering everything 
from football and fall baseball 
to track and softball. Because 
of the excellent sports cover-
age, well over 100 names were 
listed in the sports section.

This is a great example of 
how to get and keep newspa-
per readers.

It was good to see many 
newspapers promoting the 
Delinquent Tax legal notice on 
the front page. 

The Sequoyah County 
Times, Sapulpa Herald, 
Garvin County News Star, 
Rush Springs Gazette, Clin-
ton Daily News, Purcell Reg-
ister, Nowata Star, The Paper 
(Pryor), McIntosh County 
Democrat and Eufaula Indian 
Journal were just a few of the 
many newspapers that made 

sure readers knew the list of 
property that could be sold in 
the county for the back taxes 
was being published.

And by promoting it on 
the front page, newspapers 
like The Clinton Daily News 
said  they saw a significant 
increase in single copy sales 

on the days it was 
published.

There are many 
other legals that 
could also be pro-
moted on the front 
page.

Those could 
include notices for 
rezoning property, 
condemnations, 
new ordinances, 
increased fees and 
other government 
rate increases, 
and new laws that 

are taking effect. How about 
something on the front page 
each month that reads, “See 
Where the County Spends 
Your Money – Commissioners 
Proceedings Inside.”

Plaudits to all the newspa-
pers that call special attention 
to the legal notices. Remem-
ber, legal notices are extreme-
ly important to citizens – and 
to newspapers.

Some may wonder how the 

Country Connection News 
publishes a newspaper in the 
western Oklahoma community 
of Eakly – population 312. 

What makes the CCN 
thrive is it covers a much big-
ger region than Eakly.

 The Country Connection 
News exemplifies what a 
regional newspaper is. Each 
week it covers more than a 
half dozen schools and com-
munities in the wide open and 
sparsely populated area of the 
state. 

On a regular 
basis it has news 
stories from the 
communities of 
the Binger (pop. 
447), Fort Cobb 
(pop. 549), Hy-
dro (pop. 947),  
Gracemont 
(pop. 331) and 
other even 
smaller com-
munities in the 
region. When 
you add it all 
together, the 
Country Connection News 
has a much larger reach than 
many newspapers in commu-
nities 30 times the size of its 
home in Eakly.

Its coverage has the repu-
tation of promoting the people 
and communities it serves. 
But just as important, it is 
also known for holding cities, 
counties and school systems 
accountable for the decisions 
they make and the tax dollars 
that are spent.

A recent column written by 
CCN Publisher Joyce Carney 
did a good job emphasizing 
the importance for citizens to 
be informed about what is tak-
ing place in local government.  
Included in it she wrote:

“Without reading these 
articles, people miss what’s 
happening in their schools and 
communities. 

“Newspapers are ‘the 

Watchdogs of the People.’ 
That is our job.

“If you care, please read 
what is going on in your com-
munity.

“Don’t wait until there is a 
crisis to find out what prob-
lems need to be addressed.

“Your newspaper is the best 
way to keep in touch.”

Located between Hugo and 
Idabel in far southeast Oklaho-
ma, The Valliant Leader is a 
very newsy paper, in a town of 

just over 800 people.
In one September 

issue, readers are 
drawn to stories such 
as a pedestrian that 
was struck by a ve-
hicle in the parking 
lot of a local store. 
Readers learned “She 
dusted herself off 
and continued shop-
ping.” Another was a 
detailed story about a 
woman that woke up 
to find an uninvited 
guest in her house.

The Leader is to 
be commended for the job 
they do reporting real news in 
a small town!

TOP FIVE HEADLINES:
5.	 Police: Florists hold 

intruder at bay  
– Broken Bow News 

4. 	 God’s Pit Crew, Moffett 
School host bucket  
assembly  
– Eastern Times-Register

3.	 Brother conned mother 
until the end  
– Woodward News

2.	 ‘Wild West’ fight  
 – Enid News & Eagle

1.	 “I had to pee ...”  
Indecent Exposure  
– Atoka County Times

Looking  
Them Over
by Rod Serfoss

rserfoss@okpress.com

Okmulgee Times is more than just a front page

Rod Serfoss, OPA Business Consul-
tant, looks over OPA member publica-
tions for a monthly column, “Looking 
Them Over.” To contact Serfoss, 
email rserfoss@okpress.com.
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Support Our Veterans!

These two Valliant High School students brought home the hardware from the 2023 Miss 
McCurtain County Pageant last week. Russia Smith (left), a senior, is the newly crowned 
Miss McCurtain County, and Landi Coulter, a sophomore placed in the pageant’s top five.

Freshman Ryker Prince looks for the edge with two Bulldog linemen leading the way during 
action Friday at Lone Grove. More photos inside (Leader Photo by Janell DeWitt)

Valliant’s 22nd annual 
Watermelon Festival is un-
derway. The celebration will 
continue throughout the week 
and will conclude Saturday 
with a full day of activities at 
Valliant’s City Park.

On Thursday, local busi-
nesses will be judged to de-
termine which one is best 
decorated in the theme of this 
year’s festival, “Summer of 
Melons.”

A 5-on-5 basketball tour-
nament will also get under-
way Thursday at the Valliant 
School’s old rock gym.

The annual parade through 
downtown Valliant will begin 
at 6 p.m. Friday. Gospel night 
at the city park will follow at 
7 p.m.

An entire day of watermel-
on-themed games, contests 
and entertainment will kick 
off at 6 a.m. Saturday. That’s 
when participants will reg-
ister for the annual 5K race. 
The race itself, as well as a 
10-and-under “Fun Run” for 
kids will begin at 7:30 a.m.

Other activities on tap for 
Saturday include a continua-
tion of the 5-on-5 basketball 
tournament starting at 8 a.m.. 
Registration for the Water-
melon Games and an array of 
other games and contests will 
also start at 8 a.m.

Contests scheduled to take 
place throughout the day at 
the park, including such fa-
vorites as checkers and dom-
ino tournaments, horseshoes, 

cornhole competition, turtle 
race, dachshund race, a car 
show, quilt show, photogra-
phy show and more.

A petting zoo will be host-
ed by Beavers Bend Safari 
Park. Face painting will be 
done by members of the 
Valliant School Art Class. 
Activities will also include a 
Pageant in the Park.

The Watermelon Games 
will include some of the 
festival’s most popular con-
tests, including a seed spit-
ting contest, watermelon 
eating contest and a big melon 
weigh-off.

The always popular car 
show will be held in the 
Blackard Community Gar-

(Continued on Page 9)

Watermelon Festival Underway
Parade On Friday; Games, Contests Saturday

A pedestrian escaped seri-
ous injury Saturday morning 
when she was hit by a vehicle 
in the parking lot of DG Mar-
ket in east Valliant.

Valliant Police reported 
that the female was on her 
way into the store to do her 
shopping when the mishap 
occurred. A vehicle that was 
backing out of a parking spot 
bumped into the woman, 
knocking her to the ground.

The woman initially re-
fused medical treatment and 
went inside the store to do her 
shopping. Later, however, she 
was taken to the hospital and 
checked out for any serious 
injuries.

Police Chief Jason Pow-
ers said no serious injuries 
were found and the woman 
returned home.

A Valliant mom received 
quite a scare Tuesday morn-
ing when she accidentally 
locked her small child inside 

her vehicle.
Chief Powers said the 

mother had placed her purse 
in the car and put her son into 
his car seat in the back seat. 
But when she closed the back 
door of the vehicle, the car’s 
automatic locks activated 
with the mother’s car keys 
inside her purse in the front 
seat.

Valliant Police were called 
to the scene to try to free the 
3 or 4-year-old boy from the 
vehicle. Ultimately, however, 
the little boy himself was the 
real hero. The boy managed 
to squirm and slither his way 
out of his car seat then, as 
instructed by his rescuers, 
hit the unlock button and 
emerged from the vehicle 
unscathed.

A potential disaster in-
volving another child on 
Thursday moning failed to 
materialize (thankfully).

Chief Powers received a 
report that a small boy (an es-
timated 5 or 6 years old) was 
playing alone in the roadway 
on the Cedar Hill curve just 
north of Valliant.

Powers rushed to the 
scene, but when he arrived 
there was no sign of a child 
in the roadway.

And on Friday, a local 
man reported that some of his 
acquaintances were making 
purchases on his credit card 
without his permission.

Police soon learned, how-
ever, that the owner of the 
credit car had previously 
allowed those acquaintances 
to use his card, and the ac-
count was still logged in on 
their phone.

Police and the credit card 
company both encouraged the 
card holder to cancel the ac-
count and request a new card 
under a new account.

Pedestrian Struck By Vehicle
In Parking Lot Of Local Store
She Dusted Herself Off And Continued Shopping

An uninvited house guest 
told a homeowner on Monday 
that it “wasn’t cool” to call the 
sheriff’s office.

That was the reaction 
described by a McCurtain 
County resident who woke 
Monday morning to find a 
strange female sitting alone 
in a storage room inside her 
residence in the Pleasant 
Valley community south of 
Broken Bow.

The homeowner told dep-
uties that when she woke 
up around 7:30 a.m., she 
saw a storage room door 
open on the north side of her 
residence. When she went 
to check it out, she found 
a strange woman sitting in 
alone the storage room.

The homeowner asked the 

uninvited woman to leave, 
but she said the intruder just 
stared at her “like she didn’t 
know what I was talking 
about.”

She said she asked the 
woman to leave several more 
times, but she didn’t want to 
go, so that’s when the home-
owner decided to call the 
sheriff’s office.

The response she got from 
the intruder when she called 
authorities likely sent chills 
up the homeowner’s spine.

“That wasn’t cool,” the 
woman stated. But she did 
eventually get up and walk 
out of the residence.

The homeowner described 
the  woman as being approx-
imately five feet, four inches 
tall and weighing between  

160 and 180 pounds. She 
said her hair was possibly  
brown with blonde tips. The 
woman’s dress was green 
with flowers on the bottom 
and she wasn’t wearing any 
shoes. When she finally  left, 
the woman was seen walking 
toward  U.S. Highway 259.

Two deputies patrolled the 
area but had no contact  with a 
woman matching the descrip-
tion given by the homeowner.

The Sheriff’s Department 
is investigating a burglary 
that was reported by District 
3 Commissioner Robert Beck 
on Sept. 6  at the County Barn 
at the north edge of Valliant.

Authorities say someone 
broke a lock on door to the 
tire shop at the county barn 

(Continued on Page 2)

Woman Wakes To Find
Ininvited Guest In House
Set Of Tires Stolen From Dist. 3 County Barn

The resignations of two 
employes were accepted and 
extra duty contacts for vari-
ous certified personnel were 
approved by the Valliant 
Board of Education at its reg-
ular meeting Monday night.

Present at Monday’s meet-
ing were board members 
Gaylen Hale, Carrolyn Haley, 
Luanne Daves and David 
Hankins. Absent was Cory 
Higgins.

The board voted unani-
mously to accept the resig-
nations of Danny Carter, bus 
driver, and Lisa Archie, a 
member of the cafeteria staff.

Also approved by a unani-
mous vote were the extra duty 
contracts of the following 
members of the certified staff:

– Annie Chandler, high 
schoo Student Council

– Autumn Whitby, high 
school weights

– Adrian Keeton, Esports

– Becky Trapp, National 
Honor Society.

– Lucretia Bingham, 8th 
Grad

– Leann Bounds, Year-
book, middle school Student 
Council

– Patrick Nix, high school-
lunch detention

– Sarah Morse, Academic 
Club

– Shelbie Vaught, 8th Grad
– Tony Mussett, middle 

school lunch detention
– Wendy Young – middle 

school Quiz Bowl
Superintendent of Schools 

Brandon Frazier gave his 
monthly report to the board 
regarding projects now un-
derway or recently completed 
around the campus.

Construction projects in-
cluded in Mr. Frazier’s report 
were the work in progress 
in the classroom buildings, 
elementary school bathrooms 

and school cafeteria. Other 
projects included the recent-
ly completed dugouts at the 
softball complex, work at the 
football stadium and track 
(which is completed except 
for the ramp on the west end 
of the bleachers), and land-
scaping at the middle school.

The building principals 
gave the board members up-
dates on activities underway 
or completed at each of the 
building sites.

The school district’s 2023-
24 Estimates of Needs, which 
will be presented to the Mc-
Curtain County Excise Board, 
was approved by a 4-0 vote 
of the board (please see the 
Estimate of Needs elsewhere 
in this edition).

In other business, the 
board unanimously approved 
the following:

• The Schoolwide Title I
(Continued on Page 2)

School Board Accepts Resignations,
OKs Certified Extra Duty Contracts

All sorts of fun vehicles, colorful floats, walking groups, marching bands, riders on horse-
back and much more will be the norm when the annual Valliant Watermelon Festival Parade 
winds its way along city streets Friday at 6:00 p.m. Don’t misss a minute of the action at this 
year’s parade and the other festivities. (Valliant Leader File Photo)

A ‘Beautiful’ 
Journey

Okmulgee County’s 
Makayla Baxter to perform 
in award-winning musical

DAWN CARTER

REPORTER

A sensational Broadway musical opens tonight in 
Tulsa, celebrating the iconic American singer-song-
writer Carole King.

“Beautiful: The Carole King Musical,” takes the 
stage at the Tulsa Performing Arts Center - Williams 
Theatre, and continues through Oct. 1.

The lead role is being played by a native county 
resident, Makayla Baxter, who is a 2018 graduate 
of Henryetta High School. Zachary Thomas, also a 
Henryetta graduate, is part of the cast.

With a career spanning six decades, King’s impact 
on music is immeasurable. Known for her authentic 
and emotionally resonant songs, King’s music con-
tinues to influence artists across genres.

 King’s journey began as a prolific songwriter in the 
1960s, co-writing classics like “Will You Love Me To-
morrow” and “The Loco-Motion.” Her 1971 album 
“Tapestry” catapulted her to legendary status, featur-

SEE BEAUTIFUL, PAGE A5

Henryetta native 
Makayla Baxter
as ‘Carole King’

and Andrew
Barker as ‘Gerry 

Goffin’
(Tulsa PAC)

The United States 
Attorney’s Office for 
the Eastern District of 
Oklahoma announced 
that Vince Harjo, age 35, 
of Okmulgee, pleaded 
guilty to one count of 
Possession of Material 
Involving Sexual Ex-
ploitation of a Child.

During the plea hear-
ing, Harjo admitted to 
knowingly possessing 
material depicting the 
sexual exploitation of a 
minor.

The charge arose from 
an investigation by the 

Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation and the Mus-
cogee Nation Lighthorse 
Police.

The Honorable Jason 
A. Robertson, U.S. Mag-
istrate Judge in the Unit-
ed States District Court 
for the Eastern District 
of Oklahoma, accepted 
the plea in Muskogee 
and ordered the com-
pletion of a pre-sentence 
investigation report. 
Harjo was remanded to 
the custody of the U.S. 
Marshal pending sen-

Countian enters 
guilty plea in 
federal case

SEE FEDERAL CASE, PAGE A4

Morris City Council changes 
schedule for executive sessions

City officials give August reports

JOSHUA JACKSON

REPORTER

The Morris City Council, 
which meets in regular session 
the second Monday of each 
month, approved an adjustment 
to dates of their special meet-
ings, so that city attorney Heath 
Mueller could be in attendance. 

Councilwoman Jennifer Sim-
mons further explained the rea-
son for the move.

“We had discussed at our last 
meeting to have Heath present 
at all of our meetings. If we want 
that to happen, he is going to in- JOSHUA JACKSON | REPORTER

City officials gave August reports during Monday’s Morris City Council meeting.

MPS board talks building improvements
JOSHUA JACKSON

REPORTER

The Morris School board held its regular month-
ly meeting on Monday. During this, they discussed 
the plan to remodel a few buildings around their 
campus. Superintendent Chris Karch explained 
more about the planned renovations.

“We’ve went ahead and done an encumbrance 
with Wagnon Construction to do our bathrooms. 
So that’s in the works,” he said.

These renovations will include the middle school, 
high school, and gymnasium, and are expected 
to cost around $150,000, including material and 
labor, with work to be completed on the ceiling, 
flooring, restroom upgrades and more building 
improvements.

Superintendent Karch also spoke about some of 
the new requirements from the State Department 
regarding parental rights and library media.

SEE MPS BOARD, PAGE A12

SEE MORRIS CITY COUNCIL, PAGE A7

6th annual Indigenous Peoples 
Day Celebration planned

Indigenous Peo-
ples Day Celebrations 
are planned Monday, 
Oct. 9. The event will 
be held on the south 

lawn of Council House 
Square, located at 7th 
and Grand in down-
town Okmulgee, from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Festivities for the 
sixth annual celebra-
tion begin at 11 a.m 
with the posting of the 
Colors and an opening 

prayer.
The emcee for this 

year’s event is Muscogee 
Actor James White-
SEE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, PAGE A9

OPS board approves program
Supt. Dove gives monthly report

JOSHUA JACKSON

REPORTER

The OPS Board of Education 
heard from Arvest Bank rep-
resentatives about a VISA Pur-
chasing Card Application for 
the Oklahoma Schools Advisory 
Council. Account Manager Alli-
son Hutchings and Onboarding 
Specialist William Barnett spoke 
to the board about Arvest Bank 
and the potential benefits of the 
program.

They spoke at length about the 
functionality of the cards, which 
can be handed to individuals or 
departments, and mentioned 

how Arvest representatives 
would assist with the implemen-
tation of the program. Specifical-
ly, it was said that Barnett would 
“work with the administrators 
within the school to build the 
best reports for reporting back 
out for audits and compliance 
and things like that.”

Board Member Krystal Bo-
hannon asked about any addi-
tional or hidden fees that may 
come with this program. 

“There’s no hidden fees or any-
thing like that,” Hutchings said. 
“The one fee that we charge to 

JOSHUA JACKSON | REPORTER

Arvest Account Manager Allison Hutchings 
presents to the Okmulgee School board. SEE OPS BOARD, PAGE A3
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Serving Northern Caddo Country and the surrounding area for over 40 years- Hydro, Eakly, Ft. Cobb, Gracemont, Lookeba, Binger, Hinton, Colony, Corn, Sickles, Oney-

Eakly, (Caddo County) Oklahoma

 .HYDRO--Hydro Public Library is having a Greeting Card Making Class. Ages 12 & Up.  Classes
will be 3:45-5 p.m., Thursday, September 21, and Thursday September 28. You will get to make
two greeting cards. Supplies will be provided.  Just come in and sign up for which Thursday you
will be there. Limited space available.
HINTON--The Board of Education of HInton Public School District hereby announces that
statutorily qualified individurals interested in running as candidat for #4 Seat on the Hinton
Board of Education may file to run as a candidate for this seat at the Caddo County Eleciton
Board between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday, December 4 through Wednesday,
December 6, 2023
FORT COBB-Fort Cobb citizens are selling  chances to win a  65 inch flatscreen television to
benefit the Senior Citizens’  Nutrition Center. Tickets are $5 per chance. Coming soon, will be a
raffled for OU and OSU basketball games. Get your tickets at the Senior Nutrition Center. The
public is welcome to dine at the Center, regardless of age, for a small price.
LOOKEBA-SICKLES-- The 27th Annual Lookeba-Sickles Fire Department Fish Fry will be
from 11 a.m-1:39 p.m, Sunday, October 8. Your support is very much appreciated.
 McCain at 405-929-9991.

 Cory Cart and I spent  lot
of time on town and school
board meetings for this week’s
The Connection News.

Boards are required BY
LAW to publish minutes in a
newspaper when we request
them .

Without reading these ar-
ticles, people miss what’s hap-
pening in their schools and
communities.

 I urge you to read, not
only the board news from your
town and school but from the
other communities. We can
learn from each other.

 Without your newspaper
you have the choice of at-
tending meetings or going to
the office where minutes are
kept and reading them your-
self.

Newspapers are “the
Watchdogs of the People.”
That is our JOB.

This week, there will be a
lot about the troubles Hydro
is facing. I have written about
these problems for  almost 20
years when the first problem
arose  and yet some people
were still unaware until it hit
them personally.

We publish this informa-
tion so people will become
involved in schools and com-
munities. We can’t make any-
one read them, but if you can’t
afford 50 cents, I’ll be glad to
give you a free one.

We make no money for
publishing this information
and sometimes are met with re-
sistance from boards.

If you care, please read
what’s going on in your
community.

Offer your board members
your support, suggestions
and solutions.

Don’t wait until there is a
crisis to find out what prob-
lems need to be addressed.

Your newspaper is the best
way to keep in touch.

Binger-Oney School Board signs Employee
Contracts & conducts Public Hearing

       The Binger-Oney Board of Education signed employee contracts and approved a long
list of reports, policy books, and sub-accounts for approved fundraisers at their September 11th
meeting.

       Superintendent Rex Trent led a public hearing during the meeting to discuss Title VI,
Title VII, the Johnson-O'Malley Act, and Indian Program Policies and Procedures.

By approving the consent agenda unanimously, the board authorized the encumbrances
and warrants for the 2023-24 General, Building, and Child Nutrition Funds; financial reports for
the General, Building, Child Nutrition, Sinking, and Activity Funds; and the updated Oklahoma
State School Boards Association Policy Book.

Other items approved during the meeting include the 2023-24 Estimate of Needs and
Publication Sheet and committees for the Gifted and Talented, Safe School, Healthy Kids,
Internal Review Committee, and Federal programs.

Board members also reviewed and approved the Gifted Education Plan as presented.
Later in the meeting, Superintendent Trent analyzed the state’s recent drop-out and

Freshman College Remediation Rates recently released by the Oklahoma State Department of
Education.

There was discussion, but no action was taken on the school district’s decision to admin-
ister the ACT to all 11th-grade students.

Activity fund sub-accounts and fundraisers for the 2023-24 school year were approved,
in addition to a motion to update the student transfer capacity.

Principals Maynard and Rodriguez, along with Superintendent Trent, presented monthly
reports that included vision screening, presentation by the Oklahoma Children’s Theater, Grand-
parents Day Celebrations, parent-teacher conferences, CKEnergy 4th grade Outdoor Class-
room, the book fair, open campus lunch incentive program, Fall accreditation, student enroll-
ment, pink-out night for Mrs. Gregory, and the upcoming softball and baseball playoffs.

Following the reports, no new business was discussed, and the meeting was promptly
adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

Fort Cobb Board of Trustees Approves
Administrative Fee for Police Tickets

 At the recent meeting of the Fort Cobb Board of Trustees, a unanimous vote approved a
motion to assess a $25 fee on all police tickets. The vote followed Police Chief Frank Martin’s
report, which he called in.

Martin reported nine calls, two arrests, and five citations. A motion to approve fireworks
permits and applications was also approved, along with the motion for the acceptance of the
Department of Safety System.

While the fire department did not have a report, the board approved their request to
purchase a new automated external defibrillator machine for $1,925. Ellen Coley presented the
Court Clerk report, and Mitch Griffin gave the Street report.

A motion to approve a Town of Fort Cobb Five-Year Plan by Mayor Kendra West was
unanimously approved along with motions for the Leverage for Rural Energy for America
Program (REAP) Grant for $6,930 followed by a motion to approve the submittal of the REAP
grant.

Fort Cobb’s grant writer, Sheri Hammons, reported she submitted a grant for sidewalk
replacement and improvement and mentioned finishing the REAP grant application.

Work continues with the 911 compliance project according to Ronda Weaver’s Code
Enforcement report. She reported one lien was filed for abatement and three red tag warnings
were issued. She concluded by sharing with the board that the town abated and mowed two
residential properties with the owner’s permission.

According to Nancy Henderson, who gave the Cemetery Report, Civil War Veteran and
other military markers were found at Oak Gove Cemetery. Also, donations totaling $29 were
received at the fair.

The ice maker was repaired at the Community Building, and a lock box for the thermostat
was requested.

Following an executive session that lasted for over one hour, board member Chris Helton
mentioned complaints he has received about people parking in the middle of the street. Those
sharing complaints with Helton said that people parking in the middle of the street blocked
traffic flow and prevented businesses from getting deliveries. A suggestion was made to repaint
the strips and no longer allow street parking other than in the designated parking spaces.

Madi Barger, Lookeba-Sickles, has been chosen for the State
Fair Mural Contest  for the past three  years and was, again,
the ONLY student chosen to compete! She painted for 13
hours straight. Madi’s work, Monkey Business Art, can be
seen on business windows and other places around Caddo
County. Vote for her OKLAHOMA mural by LIKING it at
https://www.facebook.com/100063819781097/posts/
771651458305507/?mibextid=cr9u03.
Deadline for voting is Sunday.  Let’s have a Caddo County Win! 

READ THE MINUTES!

There was a great turnout for the Binger Fair Cornhole Tour-
nament. 1st place: Beej Carter and Julian Mendoza, 2nd: Cory
McLemore and Corbyn Clifton, and 3rd: Jobey Toho and
Michael Jones. The students are very appreciative of this
fundraiser.

Making Connections

The 2023 Binger Burnout Pepper Contest winner  of $1,000
was Ray Risto of Calumet.  Contestants were Luke Martin,
Chris Leal,  Chris Bivens, Sammy Rodriguez,  Anthony Nix,
Larry Nix, Ethan Caldwell,  Jeff Baird,  Jonathon Peters,
Marquis Nevarez, Nick Bryant, Heath Warkentin and Jerry
Daniel.

Binger Fair Parade
See list of winners inside

Crossroads
Comments by

Joyce Carney

Hydro turns out to address longtime problems; 2nd meeting set for Thursday:  Page 3
Gracemont and Hydro-Eakly School Board Minutes: Page 7
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is just one of the benefits of being a member of the Oklahoma Press 
Association’s Legal Services Plan. Remove the worry of needing  
professional advice by enrolling today. For more information contact:

OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION’S 
LEGAL SERVICES PLAN 

1-888-815-2672 or 405-499-0020

OPA Computer Consultant Wilma 
Newby’s column is brought to you by 
the Oklahoma Advertising Network 
(OAN). For more information on the 
OAN program, contact Oklahoma 
Press Service at (405) 499-0020.

Apple released Sonoma 
14.0 to the public on Sept. 26. 
In addition to new features 
and better security, this current 
version of the operating sys-
tem also brings problems. 

You will notice the differ-
ence from the moment your 
Mac starts up in Sonoma. 
Apple has redesigned the login 
screen so users now enter their 
password at the bottom of the 
screen rather than the middle.

Widgets can now be 
dragged to the desktop to act 
as part of the desktop design. 
They fade into the background 
when not actually being used. 
You’ll also find new, beau-
tiful background patterns to 
download. 

System settings have kept 
the list mode but many things 
have been rearranged within 
this menu. Some things are 
becoming harder to find, but 
thankfully there is a search bar 
at the top. 

One great feature I found is 
the firewall setting. Incoming 
connections can be shut down 
when the computer is logged 
into a remote network. This is 
a good thing to teach employ-
ees that are using company 
laptops. 

To access this feature, 
search for firewall in System 
settings, then click on the right 
where it says Firewall >  

Options. A large window 
comes up showing what is 
and is not allowed. There is a 
switch to enable stealth mode. 
Click it on when you’re using 
an unfamiliar WiFi network.

Another option is to click 
the Block all incoming con-
nections button. That stops 
all services except for basic 
internet.

Apple also added higher 
encryption for family accounts 
sharing passwords and files. 

With Sonoma you can 
make websites in Safari into a 
Web App. A Web App is like 
a shortcut back to websites 
you use a lot. To make one 
open the web page in Safari 
and choose File > Add to Dock. 
You’ll now see shortcut in 
the dock as an icon. When 
you click on it a separate 
page opens with an app-like 
appearance for that web page. 
The page opens outside of 
Safari for faster access with 
a simplified toolbar for easier 
browsing.

Something that may affect 
you is the new blue arrow 
that shows up each time the 
caps key is on. It is directly 
under the flashing “I” beam. 
It’s a new visual reminder that 
you’re typing in all caps. It 
seems like an improvement. 

You can also expect im-
proved searching in the Mes-
sages app, and the ability to 
refine your search as you go. 

There will also be warnings 
about potentially sensitive 

videos and photos before you 
open them. 

More improvements are 
coming with each minor 
update of 14.0, such as 14.1 
(already in public beta) or 
14.2. While it’s important to 
keep up with updates, it pays 
to hang back a while and let 
others see what it breaks. 

We’ve already learned that 
Postage $aver will not work 
with Sonoma for now. Do not 
update to Sonoma until you 
receive an all clear email. If 
you’ve already updated, a 
rollback may be necessary in 
order to run Postage $aver on 
Apple computers. 

There are also reports of 
QuarkXPress 2023 not work-
ing as well on Sonoma. 

Affinity Publisher is also 
having problems but the pub-
lic beta of OSX 14.1 seems to 
have fixed that problem.

INDESIGN ANNOYANCES
Some people find the little 

circle in the center of photos 
in InDesign very annoying. 

There is a way to turn it 
off. Go to View menu > Extra > 
Hide Content Grabber to get rid 
of it. If it’s off, the contents of 
a photo can be moved with the 
white Direct Selection tool in 
the toolbar. 

While we’re on the subject 
of annoyances, how about 
those little green lines that 
show up when moving copy in 
InDesign? You can easily  

turn them off  by pressing 
Command + U. 

InDesign and Illustrator 
users have reported that com-
mands randomly stop work-
ing. If restarting the program 
doesn’t bring them back, try 
holding these keys down while 
restarting InDesign: Windows: 
Shift+Ctrl+Alt, Mac OS: Shift+-
Control+Option+Command. A 
window should come up and 
ask to delete InDesign Prefer-
ences; click yes. That deletes 
the InDesign Saved Data and 
InDesign Defaults. If com-
mands still don’t work after 
that, uninstall then reinstall 
InDesign from the Creative 
Cloud app. 

When Creative Cloud apps 
start misbehaving, this is the 
procedure that returns them to 
normal. You might even have 
to revert back to a previous 
version of the program. 

Always restart the com-
puter and the programs before 
applying these fixes.

There are no longer prefer-
ences that can be uninstalled 
from the User Library > Adobe 
InDesign folder. That was the 
easiest way to do it with older 
versions of InDesign. 

FREE UPDATES END
 Microsoft says it has 

closed an installation path 
that allowed Windows 7 
and 8 owners to upgrade to 
Windows 10 and 11 for free. 
The offer officially ended on 
July 29, 2016, but there was a 
workaround. But on Sept. 20, 
2023, this grace period finally 
came to an end.

It seems that if the update 
is already set up in the update 
Window of the computer, then 
they do not charge for it. 

New features and problems with Sonoma OSX 14.0
Computer Notes

from the road
by Wilma Newby

wnewby@okpress.com
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DARLENE HOWARD, who 
worked for the Spiro Graphic 
for 30 years, died July 19, 
2023. She was 74.

Howard was born October 
25, 1948, in Seminole. 

She worked at the Spiro 
Graphic as the bookkeeper and 
often put out special sections. 

Howard worked at the 
Spiro Graphic until last March 
when her health forced her to 
step down.

She is survived by daughter 
Sunnye Gilliam; son Shawn 
Howard; six grandchildren; 
three great-grandchildren; and 
two brothers, Darrell Barnham 
Jr. and Richard Barham.

JOE L. CONNER, Ph.D., pub-
lisher of The Fairfax Chief, 
died  September 12, 2023. He 
was 74.

Conner was born May 3, 
1949, in Shidler. 

He met his wife, Carol 
Nice, while attending North-
western State College in Alva. 
Within months of meeting, 
they were married.

Conner earned his Masters 
and Doctorate degrees at Okla-
homa State University. He was 
the first American Indian to 
complete a doctoral degree in 
both clinical and experimental 
psychology.

He began his career at the 
Pawnee Indian Hospital as 
a clinical psychologist, later 
transferring to the Seattle Vet-
erans Affairs Hospital where 
he was appointed Deputy 
Director of the Psychology 
Service.

When the Conners returned 
to Grainola, Oklahoma, they 
began a health research busi-
ness, Paradox.

The Conners took over 
publication of The Fairfax 
Chief in November 2015 
following the death of then 
owner and publisher Ida Rob-
erts, who was Joe’s sister.

Conner was proud of his 
Osage heritage and worked 
to educate people about tribal 
and Osage history. For many 
years, he was the chief advo-
cate and worker trying to re-
store the TallChief Theatre in 
Fairfax. He created an exhibit, 
now seen by thousands from 
around the world, about the 
events leading up to the mur-
ders of Osages in the 1920s. 

Conner is survived by his 
wife, Carol; in-laws Luella 
and Monte Nabors, and Ray 
and Rose Nice; his nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

LORI ANN YOST NELSON, 
who worked as the Public 
Information Officer for the 
Oklahoma Department of 
Transportation for 10 years, 
died September 8, 2023. She 
was 60.

Nelson was born January 
5, 1963. She attended the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma, earning a 
Bachelor of Arts in Journalism 

in 1985. She earned a Master’s 
in Journalism from OU in 
2003.

After working for ODOT 
for 10 years, she then became 
Director of Public Relations 
at the Oklahoma Tourism and 
Recreation Department from 
2000-2002. From 2005-2012 
she served as director of pub-
lic relations for Mid-America 
Christian University. She also 

taught public relations writing 
as an adjunct professor at 
the OU Gaylord College of 
Journalism from 2004-2007 
and at Mid-America Christian 
University.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Norman Jason Nelson; 
son Benjamin Jacob David 
Nelson and daughter Grace 
Ann Nelson.

Please donate to the  

OKLAHOMA 
NEWSPAPER  

FOUNDATION
Donations to the  

Oklahoma Newspaper 
Foundation  

will support its efforts  
to improve the  

state’s newspaper 
industry and  

quality of journalism.

OKLAHOMA  
NEWSPAPER  

FOUNDATION
3601 N. Lincoln Blvd., 
Oklahoma City, OK 

73105-5499
Thank you to the following 
for their recent donation to 
the Oklahoma Newspaper 

Foundation

Andy & Karen Rieger 

Remembering our friends 
& colleagues who died  

the previous year.
Cynthia (Cindy) Lee Byrd 

September 13, 2022

David Leo Crouch 
September 29, 2022

William Ray Puckett, 
October 1, 2022

Nina Gay Flanagan Ferguson 
October 14, 2022

Patricia Verne (Norris) Carmack, 
October 23, 2022

DEATHS
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OKLAHOMA NATURAL GAS CONTEST WINNERS

Enter and Win a  
$100 Check 

from Oklahoma 
Natural Gas!

The August Oklahoma Natural 
Gas Column and Editorial Contest 

was judged by a member of the 
Oklahoma Journalism  

Hall of Fame.

1.	 Each month, submit your entry 
online at okpress.com/ong-
contest. Attachments should 
be in PDF format.

2.	 Entries may also be emailed 
(full-page tearsheet) to 
amartin@okpress.com. Include 
the author’s name, name of 
publication, date of publication 
and category entered (column 
or editorial).

3.	 All entries for the previous 
month must be at the OPA 
office by the 15th of the 
current month. 

4.	 Only ONE editorial and/or 
ONE column per writer per 
month will be accepted.

5.	 Winners will receive a 
Certificate of Achievement, a 
$100 check and the column 
or editorial may be published 
in The Oklahoma Publisher. 
Annual Sweepstakes winners 
will receive a plaque, a $200 
check and may have the 
column or editorial published 
in The Publisher. 

Contest open to staff at OPA 
Legal Newspaper and General 

News Media members, as well as 
OPA Individual members.

Although Oklahoma Natural Gas 
Company selects representative 
contest winners’ work for use 
in this monthly ad, the views 
expressed in winning columns and 
editorials are those of the writers 
and don’t necessarily reflect the 
Company’s opinions.

AUGUST EDITORIAL WINNER 
DEE ANN PATTERSON, The Lawton Constitution 
Just where did trolley idea originate?

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE AUGUST WINNERS

Column: CLARICE DOYLE, The Claremore Daily Progress

Editorial: DEE ANN PATTERSON, The Lawton Constitution

AUGUST COLUMN WINNER 
CLARICE DOYLE, The Claremore Daily Progress
‘Turnpikes aren’t for everyone’

The right hand doesn’t seem to know what the left 
hand is doing at City Hall.
A presentation last week on a proposed trolley 
system for downtown Lawton took at least one 
City Council member by surprise. Ward 4 Council 
member George Gill questioned where the idea had 
originated, saying it had not come up at any meeting 
he attended.
Before the presentation began, it was announced 
that the idea had been reported in the newspaper. 
Yes, we reported that a trolley system was being 
considered.
Where did we get that information? From a press 
release disseminated from City Hall. That press 
release quoted another City Council member as 
saying a new trolley system would be one of the 
new features of the indoor mass transfer center.

That was news to us, too. A trolley system had not 
been mentioned at any meeting we had been at 
either.
So far no one has taken credit for coming up with 
the idea except to say that the idea is in the very 
early stages of discussion. Apparently it is so early 
in the discussion that most people are still in the 
dark.
This is not to say that a trolley system is a good or 
bad idea, although Gill made it plain that the idea 
does not have his support. What is not clear is 
whether Gill does not support it because he thinks it 
is a bad idea or because he was not informed of the 
idea beforehand.
But it is an idea worth talking about, in open 
session, so that everyone is dealing with the same 
information.

A recent Supreme Court ruling gives the Oklahoma 
Turnpike Authority the go-ahead to sell more reve-
nue bonds to fund its new 15-year turnpike expan-
sion and improvement plan. Six-laning the Clare-
more to Tulsa portion of the Will Rogers Turnpike is 
part of that plan.
Representative Terry O’Donnell’s recent statement 
that “turnpikes aren’t for everyone” underlines how 
transportation continues to have a stranglehold on 
the pocketbooks of everyday working Oklahomans. 
In our case – our friends case and in the cases 
of our neighbors and relatives living in more rural 
reaches of our county and region – time and travel 
are money.
Anyone who lives in rural Rogers County who com-
mutes and works in the metro Tulsa area or beyond 
on a regular basis – and that’s about 59 percent 
of us – understand the huge financial hit gas and 
turnpike fees can have on a working person’s take-
home pay.
In one month, one commuter from east Claremore 
to south Tulsa (in an attempt to minimize travel time 
and traffic stress) will have paid out between $40 

and $60 in turnpike fees (with a Turnpike Pass) and 
purchased between $300 and $400 in gasoline (give 
or take a few dollars) and spent between 20-25 
hours commuting. That could be a week’s pay for 
some.
These dollars spent, to ride the turnpike and com-
mute to Tulsa, are sales tax dollars that will never be 
spent in the City of Claremore, will never be used to 
buy local groceries, local housing, local goods and 
services or local entertainment. There is no retri-
bution plan to reinvest any of the revenue from OTA 
into Claremore City streets, parks, electric, water or 
county roadways.
We need to make sure there is always a good, 
quality toll-free access road  to all jobs. Access that 
does not require turnpike fees and tanks of gasoline 
every week. 
The math and the logic is simple. Toll roads = more 
toll roads to generate more money for upkeep and 
building of more toll roads. 
The final summation is correct, “Turnpikes aren’t for 
everyone.”


