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CLASS OF 2026 
INDUCTEES

OKLAHOMA JOURNALISM HALL OF FAME
56th anniversary celebration to honor 12 journalists,  
authors, pioneers during induction ceremony at UCO

GENE ALLEN
Lifetime Achievement

MICHAEL WALLIS
Lifetime Achievement

CINDY ELLIOTT ALLEN MIKE BROWN H. WILLIS CHOATE III JASON COLLINGTON RUSSELL A. LaCOUR

KATHRYN SHERRY McNUTT JOYCE REED PHIL ROGERS PATRICK SPENCER ED TURNER

Longtime journalists, 
a nationally known 
author and television 

news pioneers are among 

those who will be honored 
at the 56th annual induction 
ceremony of the Oklahoma 
Journalism Hall of Fame.

The induction ceremony 
will begin at 11:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, May 14, in the grand 
ballroom of the Nigh Univer-

sity Center at the University of 
Central Oklahoma. A recep-
tion toasting the honorees will 
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February is the annual 
visit to the state capitol by the 
Oklahoma Press Association 
members. It is an opportunity 
to meet our legislators where 
decisions are made and to 
discuss what bills we like and 
those we have concerns about. 

If you haven’t registered 
for this event, you should do 
so now.  

February is also the  
month filled with cards, 
flowers, chocolates and other 
flashy displays of love.

There is the honeymoon 
phase, where you consistently 
remind that special person 
of how much you love them. 
Then there is the ‘we’re in it 
for the long haul’ love.

This is the kind of love 
that shows up every single 
day, during the good times 
and the bad, for the laughter 
and for the tears. It is the love 
local journalists have for their 
communities. It’s not flashy, 
but it always pays attention 
and shares community stories 
as honestly as possible.  

I see this commitment, 
this love for our communi-

ties, displayed in newspapers 
across our state. We continue 
to cover school boards, city 
councils, county commission-
ers and community events. We 
are there for the school sports, 
homecomings, anniversaries, 
and the births and deaths of 
our friends and families in our 
community.

Local journalism is built on 
relationships, trust with read-
ers, fairness with sources, and 
accountability when mistakes 
are made. It means we attend 
the meetings that went viral on 
social media. We also attend 
the meetings that don’t draw 
any spectators but mean a lot 
to the people who live there. 
None of this happens by 
accident. This consistency is 
a choice made on a week-to-
week basis.

The next generation is 
watching us. The young peo-
ple in our towns are learning 
what true journalism is by 
observing how we practice it. 
They notice whether accuracy 
matters, whether we correct 
our mistakes, and whether we 
treat people with respect, even 

those with whom we don’t 
agree.

For many kids, the local 
newspaper is the first place 
they see their name in print, 
their photo in print or their 
achievements recognized.

All of these moments help 
shape how they understand 
their communities. Newspa-
pers teach civic responsibility 
by example. When strong 
journalism is present, it shows 
what it looks like to care about 
a place enough to truthfully 
tell its story.  

Local journalism is not a 
one-time gesture. Journalists 
choose every week to make 
a long-term commitment to 
accuracy, accountability, and 
to the people and communities 
we serve. Newspapers contin-
ue because their communities 
depend on them.

Remember, while doing 
what we love, that a young 
reader is paying attention and 
learning from our actions 
– learning what it means to 
show up, tell the truth and 
care about the place they call 
home.

New rates for legal  notices and important reforms 
to improve accessibility and readability of notices 
are in effect. Download new guidelines at 

From the President
By Suzie Campbell

Publisher of the Countywide & Sun • OPA President 2025-2026

Not Flashy, Just Faithful:  
Local journalism’s kind of love

OPA CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS
For more information  

on upcoming events visit 

okpress.com/events

FEBRUARY 19, 2026
OPA LEGISLATIVE SUMMIT
Join us at the State Capitol for the 
annual Legislative Summit.

FEBRUARY 19, 2026 
2:00 – 3:10 PM
NA WEBINAR: IMPROVING THE 
DESIGN OR REDESIGNING 
YOUR NEWSPAPER
One of Kevin Slimp’s most 
requested services is improving 
the design and/or redesigning 
community newspapers. Join 
Kevin for this 70-minute session to 
learn ways to make your newspa-
per much more inviting to potential 
readers and advertisers.

MARCH 19, 2026 
2:00 – 3:10 PM
NA WEBINAR: ADVANCING 
SKILLS IN ADOBE INDESIGN 
FOR NEWSPAPERS
Kevin Slimp – who has been 
teaching InDesign since it was first 
released – will be teaching skills to 
increase the speed of your produc-
tivity and quality of your design. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to learn 
from the guru himself! 

JUNE 5 & 6, 2026
OPA ANNUAL CONVENTION
Mark your calendar and make 
plans to attend the annual con-
vention at the Norman Embassy 
Suites Hotel & Conference Center.

Download Guidelines for Public Notices

okpress.com/public-notice-training

http://okpress.com/public-notice-training
https://okpress.com/events
http://okpress.com/public-notice-training
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You’ve Got Questions!
•	 Can I photograph minors without consent?

•	 Can police deny access to records by issuing  
a press release?

•	 Should I alter my archives when a person  
demands it?

•	 Can I report inaccurate testimony given in open court?

•	 What are the laws about liquor advertising?
These are questions answered by the attorneys for the OPA Legal Services  
Plan members in recent months. OPA members always need timely legal  
advice on issues related to publishing.

You should join OPA’s LEGAL SERVICES PLAN!
See www.OkPress.com/LSP or contact Mark Thomas  

at (405) 499-0033 or toll-free in Oklahoma 1-888-815-2672 today!

The Guthrie News Leader 
recently announced the ap-
pointment of Nikki Bos as its 
new general manager.

Bos previously served as 
content and sales manager.

“Her understanding of both 
the editorial and business sides 
of the operation, including our 
expanding digital services, 
makes her uniquely qualified 
to step into the role of general 
manager,” owner and publish-
er Rochelle Stidham said. “We 
are confident she will con-
tinue to move the newspaper 
forward.”

Since joining the Guthrie 
News Leader, Bos has empha-
sized the importance of small-
town journalism as a trusted 
voice, a community record  
and a connection between 

neighbors, while remaining 
focused on guiding the paper 
forward.

“Local news matters 
because people matter,” Bos 
said. “Guthrie has a rich histo-
ry and a strong sense of pride, 
and it’s an honor to be part of 
a newspaper that has shared 
this community’s stories for 
generations. Carrying on the 
Guthrie News Leader’s long 
history is not something I take 
lightly, and I am committed to 
serving this community with 
care and dedication.”

Guthrie News Leader names
Nikki Bos as general manager

The Enid News & Eagle 
converted to postal delivery on 
February 3.

Now deliveries of the 
newspaper arrive along with 
daily mail from the U.S. Postal 
Service.

“This action is a result of 
ever-increasing printing and  
delivery costs,” News & Eagle 

Publisher Mike Kellogg said. 
“As we face strong headwinds 
battling surcharges, tariffs and 
continuous expense increases, 
it is our desire to continue to 
bring our readers a news report 
that impacts Enid and sur-
rounding communities.”

The change will not affect 

current subscribers in any way, 
Kellogg said.

For those who want their 
news even faster, subscribers 
can activat total digital access 
to view the complete News 
& Eagle electronic paper at 
enidnews.com before 4 a.m. 
each day.

Enid News & Eagle converts to postal delivery

http://www.OkPress.com
mailto:news@OkPress.com
http://www.Facebook.com/OKPress
http://www.OkPress.com/LSP
http://enidnews.com
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occur immediately after the 
ceremony in the University 
Center’s Heritage Room.

The hall of fame will induct 
two Lifetime Achievement 
honorees and 10 journalists at 
the ceremony.

This year’s Lifetime 
Achievement honorees are the 
late Gene Allen, an Oklahoma 
television pioneer and author, 
and Michael Wallis, a nation-
ally known nonfiction author 
and journalist who has become 
famous for his Route 66 work.

The 2026 induction class 
are Cindy Elliott Allen, a 
longtime news executive in 
Oklahoma, Kansas and Arkan-
sas; Mike Brown, a longtime 
sportswriter for the Tulsa 
World; H. Willis Choate III, 
a third-generation publisher 
and longtime columnist for 
the Marietta Monitor; Jason 
Collington, former executive 
editor of the Tulsa World and a 

digital news innovator; Russell 
A. LaCour, a longtime jour-
nalist, copy editor and founder 
of the National Association of 
Black Journalists’ high school 
program; Kathryn Sherry 
McNutt, who just retired from 
The Journal Record and was a 
longtime editor at The Oklaho-
man; Joyce Reed, the first vice 
president for News for Griffin 
Media in Oklahoma; Phil 
Rogers, a longtime radio and 
TV reporter who began his 
career in his native Oklahoma; 
Patrick Spencer, a news execu-
tive and producer with KFOR-
TV; and the late Ed Turner, 
a founding CNN executive 
who pioneered many of the 
national cable news network’s 
hallmarks in news coverage. 

“This year’s class and Life-
time Achievement honorees 
show again how Oklahoma 
has the greatest journalists and 
news pioneers in this coun-

try,” said Joe Hight, director 
and member of the Oklahoma 
Journalism Hall of Fame. 
“This year’s inductees remind 
me of why this hall of fame 
is so important and how it 
continues to show the depth 
of journalism produced here 
in Oklahoma and by Oklaho-
mans.”	

All 12 honorees will 
become members of the 
Oklahoma Journalism Hall of 
Fame, which now has inducted 
nearly 550 members since its 
beginning. 

They were chosen from 
among nearly 100 nominations 
submitted to the hall of fame. 
They were first selected by 
a 15-member Finalist Com-
mittee and then a 12-member 
Selection Committee via a 
balloting process. All on the 
committees were hall of fame 
members and representatives 

of diverse types of media and 
journalism organizations.

Invitations to the induction 
luncheon will be sent by the 
first of March, and reserva-
tions at $50 each must be 
made by April 10. More infor-
mation can be found by going 
to the hall of fame website at 
https://okjournalismhallof-
fame.com. Sponsorship tables 
can be purchased starting at 
$1,000 per table. 

The Oklahoma Journalism 
Hall of Fame was founded by 
former UCO Journalism Chair 
Dr. Ray Tassin and Dennie 
Hall, with both serving as 
directors. Hight is the fourth 
director and succeeded Dr. 
Terry Clark. All members are 
featured on the hall of fame 
website. Past honoree plaques 
are on display at the perma-
nent hall of fame gallery on 
the third floor of UCO’s Nigh 
University Center.

OKLAHOMA JOURNALISM HALL OF FAME 
56th ANNIVERSARY CLASS OF 2026:
CINDY ELLIOTT 
ALLEN (1959- ) 
began her career 
in journalism at 17 
with the Shawnee 

News-Star and went on to build 
a career defined by newsroom 
and community leadership. She 
served in senior news executive 
roles in Oklahoma, Kansas and 
Arkansas, leading daily newspa-
pers through periods of transfor-
mation while overseeing editorial, 
digital and business operations. 
Her work has emphasized strong 
local reporting, ethical standards 
and modern audience engage-
ment. Beyond journalism, Allen 
has held senior communica-
tions and advocacy roles in the 
corporate and nonprofit sectors, 
developing public messaging, 
media relations and fundraising 
strategies. She also served as 

mayor and city commissioner of 
Pittsburg, Kansas, where she led 
a successful citywide initiative to 
fund major public improvements. 
Across her career, Allen’s work 
has centered on civic leader-
ship, public trust and community 
engagement.

MIKE BROWN 
(1952-  ) pas-
sionately covered 
high school sports 
during most of his 

43 years with the Tulsa World, 
gratified to have worked with a 
literal generation of great athletes 
and coaches. He also wrote about 
college football and basketball, 
WNBA basketball and covered all 
11 seasons of the Tulsa Talons’ 
indoor football team. Brown at-
tended Charles Page High School 
in Sand Springs and graduated 

from the University of Oklahoma 
in 1974. He relished the small-
town newspaper experience and 
worked in Holdenville, McAlester 
and Edmond before going to the 
World in 1979.  In 2016, he was 
chosen as the National Sports 
Media Association’s Oklahoma 
Sportswriter of the Year. After 
retirement in 2022, the newspaper 
instituted the Mike Brown In-
spirational Award for its annual 
All-World Awards Banquet.

H. WILLIS  
CHOATE III 
(1938- ) is the third 
generation of Cho-
ates to publish the 

Marietta Monitor.  His grandfather 
H.W. Choate began work in 1897 
at the Marietta Monitor, launched 
two years earlier, and became 
sole owner within five years. 

After he died in 1924, ownership 
passed to his wife, Madoline, and 
13-year-old son, Willis Choate 
Jr. Willis Jr. died in 1952, leaving 
the newspaper to his wife, Wilma, 
and 13-year-old Willis III. After 
graduating from the University of 
Oklahoma in 1960, Willis III, his 
wife, Norene, and son Willis IV 
returned home to help Wilma with 
the paper. His front-page column 
has appeared for 65 years. He 
strongly believes a weekly news-
paper should provide fair and 
honest news coverage, and its 
publisher should be a community 
leader.

JASON COLLING-
TON (1975- ) spent 
26 years at the Tul-
sa World, serving 
the last five years 

Continued on Page 5

Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame (continued from Page 1)

https://okjournalismhalloffame.com
https://okjournalismhalloffame.com
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as the newspaper’s 10th execu-
tive editor in its 120-year history. 
He could tell a good story but 
knew the profession’s future was 
a digital one. After writing a memo 
making the case, he was named 
the first digital intern at The 
Oklahoman. After working at The 
Associated Press in Oklahoma 
City, he started as a feature writer 
at the Tulsa World before being 
promoted to editor of tulsaworld.
com, where he worked to connect 
audiences in the new era of digital 
journalism. He developed one of 
the first classes on digital content 
at his alma mater, Oklahoma 
State University, where he still 
mentors the student media staff.

RUSSELL A. 
LaCOUR (1957 
- ), a freelance 
journalist with The 
Oklahoma Eagle, 

continues his career as founder/
mentor for high school students 
through the National Association 
of Black Journalists’ high school 
journalism workshop (JSHOP). 
He began in journalism at North-
western University in Evanston, 
Ill., as a newsreader on WNUR 
and later at Radiovision KWAB 
in Tulsa. While news director at 
KJMM in 1999, LaCour began a 
17-year career as a copy editor at 
the Tulsa World winning awards 
from AP-ONE, SPJ, and NABJ 
Salute to Excellence. A University 
of Tulsa graduate, LaCour served 
more than 17 years as president 
of NABJ-Tulsa, as a state director, 
and two-terms on the NABJ 
Board as a regional director. He 
is a member of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity and Metropolitan Bap-
tist Church.

KATHRYN SHER-
RY McNUTT (1956- 
) worked at three 
family newspapers 
before they were 

owned by chains, beginning at 
The Norman Transcript in 1979 af-
ter earning her journalism degree 
from the University of Oklahoma. 
Next was the Enid News & Eagle, 
where she was a reporter then 

promoted to Lifestyles editor. She 
worked in both newsrooms as 
they transitioned to computers, re-
porting on local government and 
community news. Her 19 years at 
The Oklahoman included stints 
as metro editor, breaking news 
editor, and mentoring dozens of 
reporters covering everything 
from suburban squabbles to tor-
nado destruction. On the higher 
education beat she covered the 
tumultuous year when OU Pres-
ident David Boren’s successor, 
Jim Gallogly, slashed budgets 
and staffing while revealing “years 
of overspending.” She retired as a 
business reporter for The Journal 
Record.

JOYCE REED 
(1954- ) began 
her journalism 
career at KYTV in 
Springfield, Mo., as 

a reporter/anchor and, later, as 
KYTV’s first female news director. 
She also led newsrooms in El 
Paso, Richmond, and Kansas City 
before joining News 9 (KWTV) 
in Oklahoma City in 1995 -- just 
three weeks before the Murrah 
Building bombing. From days of 
24-hour coverage, to arrests of 
suspects and through trials in 
Denver, News 9’s owners, the 
Griffin family, provided every 
resource to capture the historic 
events, and Reed relied heavily 
on advice from the seasoned 
staff of mostly native Oklahomans 
to guide the coverage. Reed 
became the first vice president 
of News for Griffin Media, which 
grew to include KOTV and KQCW 
in Tulsa. She retired in 2016.

PHIL ROGERS 
(1956- ) began his 
journalism career 
in his hometown of 
Stillwater at KVRO 

and KOSU radio. After graduating 
from Oklahoma State University, 
he worked at KOMA in Oklahoma 
City and, in 1979, began a 14-
year career with CBS at WBBM 
Newsradio in Chicago. That was 
followed by a 31-year television 
career in Chicago with NBC. 

Throughout his career, he report-
ed not only thousands of stories 
in the Chicago area, but also na-
tional and overseas assignments, 
including the invasion of Kuwait, 
the war in Iraq and three Olympic 
Games. Rogers’ reporting brought 
him back to Oklahoma many 
times, including the 1995 Oklaho-
ma City bombing and the 2013 F5 
tornado in Moore. He has been 
honored with numerous Emmy 
Awards and will be inducted into 
the Chicago Television Academy’s 
Silver Circle.

PATRICK SPEN-
CER (1978-  ) be-
gan his journalism 
career at KFOR-TV 
while still in high 

school. At just 16, he was already 
telling stories of how Oklahoma 
teenagers were helping heal 
the community after the 1995 
Oklahoma City bombing. Over the 
next 30 years, Spencer witnessed 
Oklahoma history unfolding while 
covering the execution of Timothy 
McVeigh, the May 3, 1999, 
tornado and countless other 
breaking news events. He served 
in leadership roles as a producer, 
executive producer and assistant 
news director, with tenures at 
KFOR-TV, KWTV, and KOCO-TV, 
helping guide coverage and 
mentor generations of journalists.  
Spencer’s work earned numerous 
honors, including multiple Heart-
land Emmys, Edward R. Murrow, 
OAB and AP awards. He was also 
part of KFOR’s team honored with 
the prestigious duPont-Columbia 
Award in 2025.

ED TURNER 
(1935-2002) had 
three great loves: 
news, Oklahoma 
and University of 

Oklahoma football. Trained by 
OU’s legendary Ned Hockman, 
Turner transitioned to anchor 
at KWTV in the early 1960s. 
After working on Bud Wilkinson’s 
unsuccessful Senate campaign, 
he became a news director in 
Washington where he introduced 
the East Coast to its first 10 

p.m. newscast. After a stint as 
producer of the CBS Morning 
News and news director at KWTV, 
he took on the greatest challenge 
of his life. He was one of the four 
founding executives of CNN. At 
CNN, he pioneered extensive live 
coverage, specialized reporting 
by experts, in-depth political 
coverage and live breaking news, 
a term he created. These became 
and still are CNN hallmarks.

LIFETIME  
ACHIEVEMENT:

GENE ALLEN 
(1928-2025) 
guided many 
award-winning 
WKY documen-

taries on history. He won a 1963 
Emmy nomination for “Pioneer 
Painter,” while 1961’s “The Free-
dom Riders” was named Sigma 
Delta Chi’s best documentary. 
He highlighted people previously 
neglected: a missionary to the 
Kiowa at Rainy Mountain and a 
Quaker sergeant whose diary 
illuminated both sides’ Civil 
War deaths. After accolades for 
OETA’s Oklahoma Passages, 
facilitated with expert commen-
tary, he wrote books: “Voices on 
the Wind” (early radio), “Helina” 
(biography of a Polish girl’s 
escape from Nazi-held Poland), 
“The Vision and the Dream” (“not 
a history, but rather the reminis-
cences of a small group of people 
who watched the first flicker of 
television”) and an autobiography, 
“The Boy with Four Eyes,” explain-
ing how his adoption made him a 
grateful “son” in these words: “To 
my grandparents who at the end 
of their lives, gave me mine.”

MICHAEL  
WALLIS {1945- ) 
is a best-sell-
ing author and 
award-winning 

reporter who has gained interna-
tional notoriety as a speaker and 
voice talent. In 2006, his distinc-
tive voice was heard in “CARS,” 
an animated feature film from 

Continued on Page 6

http://tulsaworld.com
http://tulsaworld.com
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The Cyril News, a fixture in 
the community for 107 years, 
will continue publishing after 
a local resident stepped in to 
assume ownership just as the 
paper was preparing to close 
its doors.

In January, owner and edi-
tor Robbie Snider announced 
that the newspaper’s final 
issue would be printed Jan. 
29, 2026, marking the end of 
more than a century of local 
journalism.

“I had hoped that someone 
would have wanted to contin-
ue on with the paper making 
it their own,” Snider wrote at 
the time.

Before an issue was missed, 
Sarah Alexander, a longtime 
Cyril resident, decided she and 
her family would take over 
the weekly publication. In 
the Feb. 5 edition, Alexander 
shared her reasons for step-
ping forward.

“As a long-time resident 
of Cyril, I was disappointed 
to see that The Cyril News 
was closing down,” Alexander 
wrote. “The Cyril News has 
been a part of our community 
for 107 years. I couldn’t bear 
the thought of our town losing 
our newspaper.

“I have always enjoyed 
seeing the school and com-
munity events in the paper. I 
didn’t want to see Cyril and 

our neighboring towns lose the 
paper,” she continued.

Alexander said she is 
excited about the opportunities 
the paper will bring to her 
family, including her husband, 
Bradley Alexander, and their 
daughters, Stella and Adley. 
She also outlined future plans 
to expand the publication’s 
reach by offering a digital 
edition.

“I want the paper to appeal 

to all generations in our 
community and highlight the 
progress happening in our area 
to ensure that Cyril’s story 
continues to be told for years 
to come,” she wrote.

Snider served as editor and 
publisher of The News for 
11½ years. She said the deci-
sion to step away was driven 
by a desire to spend more time 
in Pittsburgh with her mother, 
family and childhood friends.

Cyril News saved from  
closure by new owner

Sarah Alexander and her family – Bradley Alexander and daughters Stella, 7, and 
Adley, 3 – are the new owners of The Cyril News.

(continued from Page 5) 
Pixar Studios. Wallis is co-founder 
of the Route 66 Alliance, a non-
profit organization dedicated to 
the promotion and enhancement 
of the Mother Road. In 2023, 
President Joe Biden appointed 
him to the Congressional Route 
66 Centennial Commission. A 

storyteller who likes nothing 
better than transporting audi-
ences across time and space, 
Wallis has published 20 books, 
including “Route 66: The Mother 
Road.” His work has appeared in 
hundreds of national and inter-
national magazines and newspa-
pers, including Time, Life, People, 

Smithsonian, The New Yorker 
and The New York Times. Michael 
has been nominated three times 
for the Pulitzer Prize and was also 
a nominee for the National Book 
Award. In 2016, he received an 
Emmy Award for his work in the 
documentary film, Boomtown. 
 

A free online webinar 
scheduled in March will 
bring together legal affairs 
journalists and judges to 
share practical guidance on 
covering courts at both the 
state and federal levels.

The “Covering the 
Courts” webinar, sponsored 
by the Colorado Pro Chap-
ter, Society of Professional 
Journalists, is scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 11, from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. central 
time. The program features 
three panels focused on 
reporting about the federal 
judiciary, state courts and 
the work of judges.

The event is free and 
open to the public. To reg-
ister, see www.tinyurl.com/
covering-courts.

The first panel will cen-
ter on the federal courts and 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Panelists include Mark 
Joseph Stern of Slate and 
Nate Raymond of Reuters.

A second panel will shift 
the focus to state courts. 
Participants include Bob 
Egelko of the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle, Toluwani 
Osibamowo of KERA 
News and Michael Karlik 
of Colorado Politics and 
The Gazette.

The final panel will 
feature members of the 
judiciary. Scheduled 
panelists are Senior Judge 
John L. Kane of the U.S. 
District Court in Colorado; 
Magistrate Judge Richard 
T. Gurley of the same court; 
and Justice Mariano-Flo-
rentino (Tino) Cuéllar, a 
retired justice of the of the 
California Supreme Court.

The webinar will be 
moderated by Andrea Katz 
of Washington University 
School of Law.

Free webinar 
offers tips on 
covering courts

Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame

http://www.tinyurl.com/covering-courts
http://www.tinyurl.com/covering-courts
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CHICKASAW NATION  
MEDIA RELATIONS

Loné Beasley
580-559-0921
lone.beasley@chickasaw.net
chickasaw.net

ETYPE SERVICES
Thad Swiderski
512-687-9055
thad@etypeservices.com
etypeservices.com

FEED THE CHILDREN
Kelly Frey
(405) 945-4064
public.relations@ 
feedthechildren.org
feedthechildren.org

GARVER
Mia Waddell
mewaddell@garverusa.com
garverusa.com

GRAND RIVER  
DAM AUTHORITY

Justin Alberty
918-256-5545
justin.alberty@grda.com
grda.com

MENTAL HEALTH  
ASSOCIATION  
OKLAHOMA

Amy Coldren
405-778-8123
 acoldren@mhaok.org
mhaok.org

METRO CREATIVE 
GRAPHICS

Jennifer Steiner
800-223-1600
jsteiner@metro-email.com
metrocreativeconnection.com

OGE ENERGY CORP.
Christi Woodworth
405-553-3698
woodwoco@oge.com
oge.com

OKLAHOMA  
ASSOCIATION OF  
ELECTRIC  
COOPERATIVES, INC.

Nicki Fuller
405-478-1455
nfuller@oaec.coop
oaec.coop

OKLAHOMA  
BAR ASSOCIATION

Lori Rasmussen
405-416-7016
lorir@okbar.org
okbar.org

OKLAHOMA  
DEPARTMENT OF  
REHABILITATION  
SERVICES

Brett Jones
(405) 651-4594
bjones@okdrs.gov
oklahoma.gov/okdrs.html

OKLAHOMA MEDIA 
CENTER

Rob Collins
405-205-9421
rob@oklahoma- 
mediacenter.com
oklahomamediacenter.com

OKLAHOMA  
NATURAL GAS

Carson Cunningham
405-830-8754
carson.cunningham@ 
onegas.com
oklahomanaturalgas.com

OKLAHOMA STATE 
SCHOOL BOARDS  
ASSOCIATION

Christy Watson
405-528-3571
christyw@ossba.org
ossba.org

PHILLIPS  
THEOLOGICAL  
SEMINARY 

Kurt Gwartney
918-270-6470
kurt.gwartney@ptstulsa.edu
ptstulsa.edu

STRATEGIC 
PARTNERS

The Sequoyah County Times and KXMX Mix 105.1 co-sponsored a public forum for Sallisaw’s three mayoral candi-
dates on February 2 at the People Inc. Conference Center in Sallisaw. Candidates Marley Abell, Kenny Moody and 
Jeanne Moore each answered 12 identical questions posed by moderator and former Sallisaw mayor Shannon Vann. 
The election for the three-year term was held February 10. A QR code published in the February 6 edition of The 
Sequoyah County Times allowed readers to watch the forum. Pictured are Abell, Moore, Sequoyah County Times 
Publisher Jeff Mayo, and Moody.	 Photo by Amie Cato-Remer, Sequoyah County Times

Sequoyah County Times co-sponsors mayoral forum   

Throughout the year, The 
Journal Record offers a variety 
of statewide recognition 
programs aimed at connecting 
readers to important people, 
companies and projects that 
impact Oklahomans.

These high-profile awards 
include Health Heroes, Top 

Projects, Most Admired CEOs 
and Achievers Under 40.

The Journal Record also 
presents the Beacon Award, 
which honors companies 
and organizations for their 
charitable, philanthropic and 
nonprofit service, as well as 

the Woman of the Year Awards 
Gala and Leadership in Law.

In addition to these events 
and awards, The Journal 
Record publishes many special 
publications recognizing the 
people and businesses that 
power the state.

Journal Record presents awards throughout the year

Reid Newspapers’ offices 
have cut the cords — phone 
cords, that is.

The company has officially 
unplugged traditional desk 
phones across its newspaper 
offices and embraced a fully 
mobile, headset-driven, cell-
based calling system.

In their place are wireless 
headsets, mobile call routing 
to cell phones and the freedom 
to answer business calls from 
anywhere in the building — or 
beyond.

“We had already gotten to 
the point where employees 
were making more and more 
business calls on their cell 
phones,” said Reid Newspa-
pers Publisher Phillip Reid. 
“When I asked them why, their 
answer was simple: they were 
more comfortable talking on a 
cell phone and were bothered 
by the clumsiness of a desk 
phone.”

Now no one has to wonder 
which phone is ringing — or 
where it is.

Reid Newspapers 
cut the cords

mailto:lone.beasley@chickasaw.net
http://chickasaw.net
mailto:thad@etypeservices.com
http://etypeservices.com
http://feedthechildren.org
http://feedthechildren.org
mailto:mewaddell@garverusa.com
http://garverusa.com
mailto:justin.alberty@grda.com
http://grda.com
mailto:acoldren@mhaok.org
http://mhaok.org
mailto:jsteiner@metro-email.com
http://metrocreativeconnection.com
mailto:woodwoco@oge.com
http://oge.com
mailto:nfuller@oaec.coop
https://oaec.coop/
mailto:lorir@okbar.org
http://okbar.org
mailto:bjones@okdrs.gov
http://oklahoma.gov/okdrs.html
http://mediacenter.com
http://oklahomamediacenter.com
http://onegas.com
http://oklahomanaturalgas.com
mailto:christyw@ossba.org
https://www.ossba.org/
mailto:kurt.gwartney@ptstulsa.edu
http://ptstulsa.edu
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
JOURNALISM CONTEST

DECEMBER 2025 WINNER

AMANDA PARKS
Woodward News

Woodward County commissioners 
call for a re-run on sales-tax election
PAGE 1	 December 10, 2025

AMANDA PARKS, Staff Writer
Woodward County commissioners on Monday 

approved a resolution to re-run a special election on a 
portion of the county’s existing sales tax and opened a 
slate of bids for road materials, equipment and services.

Attorney David Floyd with Floyd & Driver from 
Norman, told the board the measure is being put before 
voters again after publication requirements for the 
previous election were not met.

“This is the election proclamation notice, the 
resolution calling for a special election on Feb. 10 to re-
put before the voters the question of extending a portion 
of the existing half cent sales tax and making one cent 
permanent and three of the remaining four extended 15 
years for county economic development purposes,” Floyd 
said. “We’re rerunning this, as we said last week, because 
there was a problem with the publication requirements for 
the previous election. Those were not met and so it’s been 
our recommendation for lack of an abundance of caution 
in order to make sure that the will of the voters accurately 
reflected and is not subject to the challenge at any time. 
Then we put this question back before them and ask them 
to approve. We will take care of qualifications for this, 
board will publish six times in public newspapers in the 
county. The requirement is four. We are going to go ahead 
and do six,” Floyd added

Read entire winning entry at 
okpress.com/public-notice-contest

Monthly  
Public Notice Journalism Contest 

sponsored by  
Oklahoma Press Service 

The contest recognizes a  
news story or series that: 

(a) 	highlights the impact of a public notice or the 
omission of a public notice, 

(b) 	helps readers understand a specific public 
notice, or 

(c) 	explains the consequences of a public body’s 
failure to publish a notice in a newspaper.

PUBLIC NOTICE CONTEST RULES
ELIGIBILITY: 

Staff at all OPA legal newspaper and general news media 
member publications as well as Individual members are 
eligible to compete. Entries must have been previously 
published in print or on the publication’s website. All entries 
will compete together. One entry per writer per month will 
be accepted.

HOW TO SUBMIT ENTRIES: 
Each month, submit your entry at okpress.com/public-
notice-contest. Attachments should be in PDF format. 
Entries may also be emailed (full-page tearsheet) to 
amarshall@okpress.com. Include the author’s name, name 
of publication and date of publication.

ENTRY DEADLINE: 
All entries published in the previous month must be 
received by OPA by the 15th of the current month.

AWARDS: 
One winner per month will receive a Certificate of 
Achievement, a $100 check and recognition in The 
Oklahoma Publisher. Annual Sweepstakes winner will 
receive a plaque, a $200 check and recognition in The 
Publisher.

ENTER ONLINE AT:  
okpress.com/public-notice-contest
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MANGUM STAR NEWS
Mr. & Miss Valentine

The Mangum Star News celebrated the 
Valentine’s Day season by asking read-
ers to submit 
entries for the 
2026 Little Mr. 
& Miss Valen-
tine contest. 

For $10 per 
entry, readers 
could submit 
photos of their 
child or grand-
child.

Photos of 
all entries were 
printed in the February 13 edition of the 
Mangum Star.

One Little Mr. Valentine and one Little 
Miss Valentine were chosen by impartial 
out-of-town judges and won a Valentine’s 
prize package and certificate. 

OKMULGEE TIMES
Valentine Word Scramble

The Okmulgee Times and Henryetta 
Free-Lance sponsored a Valentine Word 
Scramble, giving readers an opportunity 
to win prizes for 
their Valentine.

Words were 
hidden inside spon-
soring business ads 
with each having 
different words 
in four separate 
editions – Jan. 28, 
Jan. 30, Feb. 4 and 
Feb. 6.

To participate, 
readers searched for the hidden words and 
put them together in the correct order to 
solve a Valentine’s Day phrase. 

Two local businesses participated as 
headline sponsors, said Carrie Carberry, 
advertising manager for Cookson Hills 
Publishers Inc. One was a restaurant that 
donated a dinner for two and the other 
was a flower shop that provided a floral 
bouquet and a men’s shaving kit and 
cologne.

On February 11, a drawing was held 
from all the correct entries and the lucky 
winner was notified.

Worth MentioningThe Countywide & Sun - 01/15/2026

January 26, 2026 4:37 pm (GMT +0:00) 

Page B6      |   Thursday, January 15, 2026       |    CountywideNews.com  |    Pottawatomie County’s only locally owned newspaper.

Sports

By DANNY CHAMBERS
danny@countywidenews.com
The Bethel Lady Wildcats went on the road 

to start the new year as they faced Mt. St. Mary 
(MSM) in Oklahoma City. Bethel had little trou-
ble taking care of the Lady Rockets after the first 
quarter.

The Lady Wildcats were on top 12-11 after the 
first quarter, but the second quarter gave Bethel 
doubled-up MSM the score at halftime 36-18. The 
second half wasn’t any closer as the Lady Wildcats 
were up 56-29 headed to the fourth quarter and 
on the way to a 65-34 win.

Bethel’s Ava Gascon led all scorers with 
22-points while Kinley Bowles had 12, and Lexi 
Tucker had 11-points. Bailey Tucker finished 
with seven points, while Layla Menhusen had 
five points and Hailey Hanmer had three points.

On Thursday, Bethel faced Sequoyah Tahle-
quah, and the game was tied 14-14 after the first 
quarter, but Sequoyah pulled away in the second 
quarter, and the Lady Wildcats were down 26-18 
at halftime. The Bethel ladies hung in the game in 
the second half but were down 45-33 and ended 
falling 59-44.

Gascon led with 17 points, and Lexi Tucker 
dropped in 11, while Menhusen tossed in eight 
points.

Tucker tossed in six points, and Hanmer added 

two points in the loss.
The Lady Wildcats met Atoka on Friday, and 

the outcome was better for Bethel. The Lady 
Wildcats jumped out early with a 13-4 lead in the 
first quarter, and the second stanza was closer 
with Bethel taking a 16-14 advantage in the sec-
ond and leading 29-18 headed to halftime.

The second half was close, but the Lady Wild-
cats outscored Atoka in every quarter on the way 
to a 51-34 victory. Gascon was again the leader  
with 18 points, and Menhusen notched 11 points 
in the win. Bowles tossed in eight points; Lexi 
Tucker had seven points; and Bailey Tucker had 
five points, while Kaelynn Mendoza added three 
points.

On Saturday, the Lady Wildcats went against 
Latta, and Bethel found themselves down 27-18 
after the first quarter and trailed 36-23 at half-
time. The Lady Wildcats outscored Latta 9-6 in 
the third quarter but were still down by 10 head-
ing to the fourth quarter. Latta won the fourth 
11- 9 to defeat Bethel 53-41.

Gascon led Bethel with 14 points, while Lexi 
Tucker had 13 points in the loss. Menhusen had 
five points, and Bailey Tucker tossed in four 
points while Bowles and Mendoza had three and 
two points respectively.

Bethel will be at North Rock Creek tomorrow 
(Friday) before hosting Dale on Tuesday.

Lady Wildcats on the road

NOMINATE

WOMEN
Inspiring

Recognizing women, ages 16 and up in 
Pottawatomie County

• Nominees must be ages 16 or older

• Must live, work, or attend school in Pottawatomie County

• Only eight women will be selected

• Deadline: January 31, 2026

• Email nominations to editor@countywidenews.com

Nominee Information

Full Name: _______________________________________

Phone Number: ___________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________

How does this nominee inspire others?
(Please describe in 200 words or less.)

_____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________Ask Us About Promotional and Sponsorship

Opportunities for Your Business

Terry Coner, Jr.,                        Photo Provided

The GAC Men's Offensive Player of the Week 
was Terry Coner, Jr., G, Oklahoma Baptist, Jr., 
Birmingham, AL. Coner, Jr. matched the GAC’s 
single-game high for points in a game this season 
when he scored 36 in a win against Arkansas 
Tech. He went 10-for-19 from the floor and made 
6-of-11 3-point tries. He added four assists and 
three steals. In a comeback win against Harding, 
he scored 22 points, grabbed six rebounds and 
dished out three assists.

Oklahoma Baptist women’s basketball player 
Jaedyn Getman was voted as the GAC’s Offensive 
Player of the Week.  For the senior forward from 
Stratford, OK, it is her second career honor. 

In two games last week against Arkansas Tech 
and No. 17 Harding, Getman poured in 63 points, 
including 34 versus ATU, shot 56.3 percent and 
pulled down 14 rebounds.  The premiere player in 
the conference also made all six of her free throws 
and made 33.3 percent from downtown. She’s the 
GAC leader and ranks sixth in the nation with a 
21.6 scoring average. Getman is also first in the 
conference and fourth nationally in free throw 
percentage (92.2). Plus, her six double-doubles 
are No. 1 in the GAC and a top-25 NCAA mark.

            Jaedyn Getman                        Photo Provided 

Great American Conference’s Offensive Players of the Week

COUNTYWIDE & SUN
Inspiring Women  

of Pottawatomie County
For 2026, the Countywide & News is 

launching Inspiring Women, a community 
feature honoring women of all ages in Pot-
tawatomi County who inspire others.

Nominations closed on Jan. 31 and 
eight women will be chosen for feature 
stories to be published March 19 during 
Women’s History Month.

Only women ages 16 and up, who live, 
work or attend school in Pottawatomie 
County, are eligible. Nominees include 
students, educators, business owners, non-
profit leaders, volunteers and community advocates.

Businesses and organizations were also encouraged to participate by placing their 
message alongside positive stories of local women making an impact in Pottawato-
mie County.

Countywide & Sun Publisher Suzie Campbell said Inspiring Women is the first of 
the Community Impact series that the Countywide has planned for 2026. 

WEATHERFORD DAILY NEWS – Dinner on Us
The Weatherford Daily News is hosting its annual “Dinner on Us” promotion 

for the sixth consecutive year. Over an eight-week period, the newspaper will give 
away 80 gift certificates valued at $25 each to 
encourage readers to dine at participating local 
restaurants.

Publisher Phillip Reid said the promotion has 
become one of their favorite annual traditions 
because it celebrates and supports local eateries.

To enter, participants must scan a QR code 
inside any participating restaurant and regis-
ter for the giveaway. Each week, winners will 
be selected to receive “Munch Money” gift 
certificates, which can be redeemed at local 
restaurants.

CHEROKEE MESSENGER & REPUBLICAN – Love is in the Air
The Cherokee Messenger & Republican asked 

readers to share their favorite love stories for a chance 
to win prizes and see their stories published in the 
newspaper.

Entering the “Love is in the Air” contest was sim-
ple. Participants submitted a story of 300 words or less 
describing how they met their sweetheart. 

The first-place winner received dinner for two at 
Smok-Shak, $50 cash and a one-year subscription to 
the Messenger & Republican. The second-place win-
ner received $30 cash and a one-year subscription.

Cash prizes were sponsored by Jet State Bank, Cleo State Bank and Meno Guar-
anty Bank. Smok-Shak donated the dinner for two to the overall winner.
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Kathryn McNutt, an Okla-
homa journalist for more than 
four decades, is retiring from 
The Journal Record.

McNutt joined The Journal 
Record in January 2021 and 
recently celebrated her five-
year anniversary.

“Kathryn is a well-loved 
and highly respected journal-
ist,” said Heather Warlick, 
editor of The Journal Record. 
“She has covered so many of 
Oklahoma’s most important 
moments, and she exemplifies 
journalism ethics and profes-
sionalism.”

At The Journal Record, 
McNutt covered Oklahoma 
City government and business 
news.

She began her journalism 
career in the 1980s at the Enid 
News & Eagle, where she met 
her husband, fellow journalist 
Michael McNutt. She went 
on to spend many years as 
a reporter and editor at The 
Oklahoman, covering educa-
tion, government and a wide 
range of community issues.

During the COVID-19 
pandemic in 2020, Kathryn 

worked as a freelance journal-
ist for Oklahoma Watch.

A graduate from the 
University of Oklahoma with 
a Bachelor of Arts in Journal-
ism, her work has appeared 
in numerous publications 
including PBS Frontline, U.S. 
News & World Report, Seattle 
Times, Washington Times and 
Government Technology.

Her retirement follows that 
of her husband Michael, who 

retired in 2025 after a distin-
guished career that included 
30 years at The Oklahoman 
and recent work as managing 
editor of NonDoc Media.

“Kathryn will be dearly 
missed by her fellow jour-
nalists, but we are also very 
excited for her as she begins 
a new chapter of her life,” 
Warlick said. 

“We wish her all the best 
for her retirement.”

Columnist  
celebrates  
90th birthday

John Bill Martin, long-
time eastern Oklahoma 
educator and journalist, 
celebrated his 90th birthday 
on January 12.

Martin was born in 
1936 in Holdenville. 
After graduating from his 
hometown high school, he 
attended East Central Uni-
versity in Ada, and later 
the University of Oklaho-
ma for advanced degrees in 
education.

He taught and coached 
for nearly 60 years at sev-
eral Oklahoma schools. 

Martin remained a 
moonlighting journalist 
through his education ca-
reer and is still active at 90.

His journalism career 
began in high school and 
continued through college. 
In the 1980s and 1990s, he 
worked for the Midwest 
City Sun and other eastern 
Oklahoma County news-
papers.

Martin later worked for 
the Harrah News, Eastward 
and Friday Gazette.

The Choctaw Times 
was quick to hire the 
veteran journalist, bringing 
him on board to continue 
writing his “Around Town” 
column as well as sports 
coverage, which he still 
does.

His column is now 
shared each week in all 
publications under the 
Central Oklahoma Week-
lies umbrella, which 
includes the Choctaw 
Times, Midwest City 
Beacon, Mustang Times, 
Tuttle Times, Minco-Union 
Times and Blanchard 
News.

After four decades in journalism,  
Kathryn McNutt announces retirement

Michael and Kathryn McNutt

http://metrocreativeconnection.com
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Recent Donations: Clytie Bunyan

Donate Online At: OkPress.com/Donations
Or send a check to Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation, 3601 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Remembering our friends & colleagues who died the previous year: 

DEATHS

Phyllis Mae Argyle
February 1, 2025

Marilyn Joyce Carney
February 18, 2025

Timothy Joe Farley
February 11, 2025

Dan Hogan III
February 11, 2025

Elizabeth Ann Waters
February 3 2025

JERRY FINK, editor of the 
Eufaula Indian Journal and 
McIntosh County Democrat, 
died Friday, January 30, 2026, 
in Eufaula. He was 80.

Fink, who was born April 
20, 1945, in Vian, was a re-
porter for more than 50 years. 

He began his journal-
istic career in 1974 at the 
Sequoyah County Times 
under the leadership of then 

General Manager Jim Mayo. 
His duties included editing, 
reporting, photography and 
feature writing. He remained 
at the Sequoyah County Times 
until 1977 when he went to 
work for the Tulsa World as a 
general assignment reporter. In 
1980, he joined the state staff 
and covered breaking news, 
trials, education, government 
and features in Eastern Okla-
homa. 

For the next five years, he 
served as State Editor, recruit-
ing and working with a staff 
of freelance writers as well as 
capitol bureau reporters. 

In 1997, he joined the Las 
Vegas Sun as a senior reporter.

In 2012, Fink returned 
to Oklahoma and came full 
circle, serving as editor of the 
Eufaula Indian Journal and the 
McIntosh County Democrat, 
both Mayo family newspapers.

In 2025, he was inducted 
into the OPA Half Century 
Club. 

Fink is survived by two 
sons, Jason of Washington 
and Paul of Boaz, Ala.; three 
daughters, Sarah O’Rourke of 
Massachusetts, Jerri Fink of 
Wyoming and Laura Padek of 
Colorado; six grandchildren; 
and one sister, Barbara Risley 
of Vian.

PEGGY GANDY, a former 
staff writer for The Oklaho-
man, died February 5, 2026, 
in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
where she had recently moved. 
She was 93.

Gandy was born September 
13, 1932, in South Carolina. 
After her marriage, she and 

her husband lived in Char-
lotte, where they raised their 
daughters.

In 1969, the family relocat-
ed to Oklahoma City, which 
she called home until 2025. 
Gandy was society editor for 
The Oklahoman for many 
years. She also wrote numer-
ous columns for other local 

newspapers and magazines 
and was particularly known 
for her humor and keen obser-
vations about everyday life. 

In later years, Gann shared 
her wit and perspective 
through her personal blog.

After retirement, she found 
happiness gardening and 
spending time with her dogs. 

Gann is survived by her 
daughters, Robin Curlin and 
Cathy Miller; four grandchil-
dren; five great-grandchildren; 
her sister, Elizabeth Scoville; 
and her beloved companion, 
David Tarpenning.

MIKE McCORMICK, reporter 
and editorial writer for the 
Lincoln County News, died 
February 8, 2026, at his home 
in Shawnee. He was 78.

Born in Oklahoma City 
on May 3, 1948, McCor-
mick graduated from Bishop 
McGuinness Catholic High 
School. He attended St. Greg-
ory’s College, the University 
of Central Oklahoma and the 
University of Oklahoma. 

He married the love of his 
life, Pat Gray, on July 1, 1978. 
McCormick began his news-

paper career in 1967 as a 
reporter at the Shawnee News-
Star. He worked there for 47 
years, becoming city editor in 
1977, managing editor in 1991 
and executive editor in 1999. 

Although he retired from 
the News-Star in November 
2014, he soon returned to 
journalism, reporting for the 
Tri-County Herald in Meeker 
and the Lincoln County News.

He often won awards from 
the Associated Press and Okla-
homa Press Association for his 
reporting and editorials.

McCormick was inducted 
into the Oklahoma Journalism 
Hall of Fame in 2005, was 
president of the Associated 
Press/Oklahoma News Exec-
utives committee and served 
on many committees with the 
Oklahoma Press Association.

In 2016, he was inducted 
into the Oklahoma Press Asso-
ciation’s Half Century Club.

He was a past chairman of 
the Greater Shawnee Chamber 
of Commerce, served on the 
board of the Salvation Army 
and St. Gregory’s University 

and was a past president of the 
Shawnee Rotary. 

McCormick is survived 
by his wife, Pat, of Shawnee; 
grandson, Liam Jackson, of 
Norman; son-in-law, Terry 
Jackson, Jr., of Norman; and 
sister, Maureen Giese, of 
Oklahoma City.

He was preceded in death 
by his daughter, Meghan Jack-
son; brother, Kevin McCor-
mick; and his parents, John, 
Mary Elizabeth and Robert 
McCormick.

The Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation offers an appropriate tax-exempt 
memorial as a tribute to the memory of Oklahoma newspapermen and 
women. All contributions in memory of an individual are acknowledged 

and notification is given to the family. The purpose of the Foundation is 
to advance newspapers, and to provide for journalism education, study 
and research.

http://OkPress.com/Donations
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I recently watched an old 
episode of “The Andy Grif-
fith Show” about a stranger 
from New York who arrived 
in Mayberry with a smile on 
his face, calling everyone by 
name and knowing things that 
were going on that an outsider 
shouldn’t know. 

When the town folks got 
nervous and turned against 
him, he told them he learned 
about Mayberry and the 
town’s people by subscribing 
to the local newspaper. He 
loved what he read about them 
and the community so much 
that he began telling folks that 
Mayberry was his hometown.

That show reminded me 
why I enjoy reading the 
Woods County Enterprise.  

Its publishers, Mark and 
Karen Carson, who may be 
the only two people I know 
who live in Woods County 
that have the ability to connect 
with readers in a way that 

makes everyone – including 
strangers – feel like they are 
part of the northwest Oklaho-
ma town of Waynoka.

A year’s worth of excellent 
work was exemplified in its 
four-part series titled ‘Looking 
Back Through 2025 Enterprise 
Pages.’

Readers were treated to 
an average of 24 stories and 
25 photos in each segment 
of the four-week series – and 
all of that was done without 
shortchanging readers of the 
normal coverage they regular-
ly receive.

The Woods County Enter-
prise earns an A+ for always 
doing what is best instead of 
what is easiest.

n n n

It is interesting to see the 
wide variety of ways the year 
in review is published in Okla-
homa newspapers.

The Vici Vision did an 
excellent job composing more 
than a dozen pictures to tell 
the 2025 visual story of the 
small Dewey County commu-
nity of roughly 600 people.

But the icing on the cake 
was how it described last 
year’s news in the small rural 
town it serves. 

“As the calendar turns and 
another year slips quietly into 
memory, 2025 stands out as a 
year that reminded Vici, and 
communities like it, of the val-
ue of connection, resilience, 
and shared experience,” wrote 
The Vision. “While national 
and world events continued 
to shift rapidly, life in a small 
town moved forward in the 
ways it always has: through 
schools and seasons, celebra-
tions and setbacks, and the 

steady work of people show-
ing up for one another.”

n n n

Clinton Daily News Pub-
lisher Sean Stephens compiles 
a list containing 20-30 of what 
he thinks were the top local 
stories. He then lets the Daily 
News staff, local advertisers 
and community leaders rank 
their top 10 stories. Once the 
votes are counted, a 50-word 
summary is combined with 
a picture for each. The Top 
10 package appeared on the 
bottom one-third of the front 
page of its first edition of the 
new year.

n n n

The Newkirk Herald 
Journal also ranks its top 10 
stories of the year, but they are 
selected by the newspaper. 

“For Newkirk, the past year 
has been one of extreme highs 
and lows, as well as periods 
of progress,” wrote the Herald 
Journal. “There was a story of 
a high-profile resignation and 

a surprising comeback. Here 
are the top 10 stories as judged 
by the NHJ during the past 
year that left the most impact.”

n n n

The Watonga Republican 
reported it was taking a slight-
ly different approach to come 
up with its top five stories for 
2025.

“We have revisited the top 
stories for the year,” wrote 
Republican Editor Connie 
Burcham. “These were select-
ed by the impact they had on 
the community, not whether 
the newspaper supported or 
disagreed with the topic. If 
readers think we dropped the 
ball or skipped something, feel 
free to contact us…”

n n n

The Kingfisher Times 
& Free Press published its 
four-part year in review from 
Dec. 31, 2025, through Jan. 
11, 2026. 

“From tragedy to triumph. 
From championships to spe-

Year in Review highlights the 
strength of community journalism

Looking  
Them Over
by Rod Serfoss

rserfoss@okpress.com

While the tempera-
ture outside has been 
getting cooler each 
day, the Clinton Fire 
Department was having 
to beat the heat Tues-
day responding to two 
structure fires within 24 
hours, one at the Wash 
House Laundromat 
at 610 S. 10th St. in the 
afternoon and the other 
at a home at 520 N. First 
St. late in the evening. 
No injuries were report-
ed at either fire.

Clinton Fire Depart-
ment Capt. DJ Woodall 
spoke with Clinton 
Daily News about the 
first fire of  the day at 
the Wash House, saying, 
“We were dispatched 
to 610 S. 10th St. for a 
fire inside of  the laun-
dromat at 2:33 p.m. 
Upon arrival, Clinton 
firefighters could see 
a moderate amount of  
smoke coming from the 
roof  of  the south end 
of  the building. Engine 
One arrived, and once 
our guys were inside, 
they discovered that 
they did have some 
heavy fire on the south 
wall behind the clothes 
dryers.” 

Woodall shared more 
insight into what ac-
tions Clinton firefight-
ers took while at the 
scene. “It took us about 
15 minutes to put out 
the fire from the time 

In a continuance from 
its previous meeting, the 
Clinton Economic Devel-
opment Authority met 
Tuesday afternoon to 
discuss more about what 
the entity is seeking in 
fulfilling the position of  
economic development 
director. Accountability 
appeared to be a common 
denominator.

Before the authority 
members could discuss the 
position, they entered into 
executive session (with the 
press and public barred 
from attending), which be-
gan at 4:04 p.m. and ended 
at 4:17 p.m., to discuss a 
request from the City of  
Clinton for $305,817.50 in 
order to purchase an ease-
ment from Locke Supply 
on 10th Street. The motion 
to enter into contract, 
contingent upon approval 
from the City, was passed 
unanimously. 

The majority of  the 
meeting was spent discuss-
ing hiring goals in moving 
forward. 

“We need to talk about 
some barometers as far as 
what we’re looking for in 
an economic developer,” 

said Chairman Ken Baker. 
“We’ve had different 
people inquire about the 
position. Now is the time, 
we need to build into that 
some measurable goals 
that we can accomplish.” 

“I think the first ques-
tion, as we look at this, 
has to be: at what level 
does the City want to fund 
this piece?” asked Russ 
Meacham. “I don’t want 
to take for granted, going 
into this process, that the 
funding level is going to 
be the exact funding level 
that we started with when 
we did this in 2019.” 

“I think it’s a good point 
to note that, what’s our 
budget, and what are we 
looking for?” added City 
Manager Robert John-
ston. “Full-time, part-
time, contract, employee 
– all those pieces.” 

“How much were we al-
located each year?” Baker 
asked City Treasurer 
Debra Blanchard. 

She estimated the pre-
vious director’s salary 
and wages to be between 
$150,000 and $160,000 yearly. 

“That dedicated sales 
tax for economic devel-
opment is generating 

BASKETBALL
Senior proud to help

underclassmen  6
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Top 10 Stories In

2025
##44  Space port jobs prospects##2 2 Homicide leads to 2 dead

##66  Days shaved off Exit 65

##3 3 Higbee out as CHS coach

##77  A-B wins softball title##55 No to  No to Mission House rezoning

##88  Meget hired as new supt. ##9 9 Moore sworn in to post

##11

Clinton’s own Anthony 
Moore was sworn in as 
Speaker Pro Tempore of 
the Oklahoma House of 
Representatives. This is 
the second-highest spot 
in the House, and he sits 
in on every committee.

A manhunt 
ensued 
when one 
man died 
due to 
gunshot wounds in his apartment in early March. 
The suspected killer was found by law enforce-
ment along Fourth Street/U.S. Highway 183 and 
gunplay entered into the equation again. This 
time it was the suspected killer losing his life.

The 2025 Clinton High 
School football season 
proved to be a rocky one with 
the Red Tornadoes finishing 
with a 4-7 record due to a 
forfeited contest as decreed 
by the OSSAA. Coach John 
Higbee, who has a state title 

to his credit and eight straight postseason appear-
ances, was removed as head coach.

With the construc-
tion company 
combining multiple 
phases, an almost 
estimated 500 days 
were announced to 
be trimmed off the 
Interstate 40, Exit 65 project, according to the local 
ODOT office.  

The real fireworks 
were present on 
the diamond when 
the Arapaho-
Butler Lady Indians 
bested the rest of 
the state to claim 
the school’s first fast-pitch state championship 
back in October.  

After purchasing a 
former assisted living 
facility and decid-
ing to revert back to 
original expansion 
plans, the Mission 
House Board saw 
its rezoning proposal fail for a contentious lack of a 
motion at a Clinton City Meeting in December. 

Clinton Public Schools 
didn’t have to look far when 
choosing its next super-
intendent, as veteran ad-
ministrator Nathan Meget 
assumed the responsibili-
ties of the school system 

and getting the new CMS completed.

##1010  House engulfed twice
In less than 24 hours, the 
house at 617 S. 16th Street 
was fully engulfed. An indi-
vidual was arrested for sus-
pected arson the first time, 
claiming to law enforcement 
he thought the home was 
“haunted.”

The former Clinton-
Sherman Air Force 
Base entices western 
Oklahomans with 
the thoughts of what 
could be in regard 
to the development 
of new hangars and 
advanced aircraft leading to new jobs being created 
at the Oklahoma Space Port in Burns Flat. 

For the fourth straight year, the hospi-
tal is No.1 and could have generated 
a Top 10 all by itself. Two elections, 
failure to change hands, multiple 
loans from the City of Clinton, law-
suits, and obtaining REH status all 
combine to make this the top topic 
once again. Will there be a five-peat?

Clinton Regional saga

Clinton Fire Fighter Austin Long opens a valve 
on a fire hydrant Tuesday afternoon to bring 
flowing water to the scene of a fire at the Wash 
House laundromat, at 610 S. 10th St.

Fire strikes laundromatCEDA talks
qualities for
new director
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By ADAM CATLIN
NHJ Editor

For Newkirk, the past year has been 
one of extreme highs and lows, as well 
as periods of progress. There was a 
story of a high–profile resignation 
and a surprising comeback. Here are 
the top 10 stories as judged by the 
NHJ during the past year that left 
the most impact.

City Manager Resigns

Newkirk City Manager Ryan 
Smyki l  res igned in  October 

a f t e r  f i v e  y e a r s  o n 
the  job,  replaced  by 
his  predecessor,  Jane 
Thomas, on in interim 
basis.

S m y k i l  s u b m i t t e d  h i s 
resignation in September. He 
nor city commissioners have 
discussed why, but he remained 
on the job until Oct. 18. Smykil’s 
wife, Shannon, also submitted 
her resignation at Newkirk Public 
Schools where she had been a 
teacher. They have since relocated 
to Denver.

Thomas, who was serving as city 
treasurer, stepped into the city 
manager role as the commission 
s e a r c h e s  f o r  a  p e r m a n e n t 
replacement.  It has conducted 
interviews with applicants  with 
an announcement expected after 
the first of the year.

County Commissioner Charged

Kay County Commissioner 
Shane Jones was arrested 
and charged with cattle 
theft on July 30. The 
case includes one count 
of larceny of livestock 
and nine counts of branding 
with intent to defraud. He still 
has maintained his position as 
commissioner but did step down 
from chairing the board.

Jones’ next court appearance 
in Kay County District Court in 
Newkirk is Jan. 9.  If convicted, 
Jones could face up to 10 years 
in prison and/or a fine of up 
to $500,00 for  one count of 
larceny of livestock. The branding 
charges are punishable with three 
to 10 years in prison or a fine of 
$500 to $1,000 for each count.

Cheer Team Success

In December,  Cheer  Team 
Coach Kim Wilson was honored 

as Coach of the Year 
during half-time of the 
Newkirk Lady Tigers 
basketbal l  game. The 
award was presented by 

Brian Lester, assistant Director of 
the Oklahoma Secondary School 
Activities Association (OSSA).

I n  S e p t e m b e r,  t h e  C o e d 
Cheer Team won the regionals 
before going on to win the state 
championship for the third year 
in a row. This year marked its 
10th state championship win 
overall.

Drought Ends

A wet summer in Kay County 
briefly ended a five-year, state-
wide drought. Newkirk 
began the year with only 
.72 of an inch of rainfall 
in  Januar y but  Apri l 
brought 7.85 inches and 
June was very wet with 14.22 
inches.

Rainfal l  began to slack off 
in July with only 2.99 inches. 
Newkirk ended the year with 
46.09 inches of rainfall.

At the peak of heavy rainfall, 
some highways, such as 177 north 
and south of Blackwell, as well as 
county roads in Kay County were 
briefly underwater. For most of 
the summer, Kaw Lake had its 
gates open to release excess flood 
water.

The state was finally drought-
free for the first time in five years 
as of the summer. But things 
began to creep back into drought 
status again during the fall and by 
late December, the southern and 
eastern corners of Kay County 
were back in drought status.

Bagg Returns 

Jack Bagg was elected back to 
the Newkirk City Commission 

to re-assume the seat he 
previously stepped down 
from just a few years 
earlier.

I n  t h e  m u n i c i p a l 
election held on April 1, Bagg 
defeated Matt  Eads and was 
sworn in later that month. 

He   h a d  re t i re d  f ro m  t h e 

city commission in 2022. His 
successor, Robert Capone, held 
the seat for one term before 
deciding not to run again.

Deadly Crash

A crash north of Newkirk on 
July 3 led to the death of Dawnetta 
Buell, Arkansas City. She was 
killed in a two-vehicle 
accident north on U.S. 
77 .  Buel l ’s  husb and, 
Robert Mahoney was 
arrested and charged 
with first degree manslaughter, 
two counts of causing an accident 
without a valid driver’s license-
great bodily injury, and child 
neglect.
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By ADAM CATLIN
NHJ Editor

Robert Mahoney on Monday pled 
no contest in Kay County District 
Court to charges related to a fatal 
traffic accident on U.S. 77 and now 
faces a long-term prison sentence.

His wife, Dawnetta, was killed in 
the accident and the driver of the 
other car seriously injured. Mahoney 
pled to first-degree manslaughter, 
two counts of causing an accident 
without a valid driver’s license with 
great bodily injury, and child neglect.

A district court spokesperson said 
he was sentenced in the manslaughter 

count to 25 years in the Department 
of Corrections to serve at least 15 
years. For the two counts of causing 
an accident without a valid driver’s 
license with great bodily injury and 
child neglect, he was sentenced to 10 
years to serve at least five years.

He received another five years 
for violating supervision agreement 
related to a 2024 plea deal involving 
a drug-related charge.

The accident charges stemmed from 
a two-vehicle crash that occurred 
north of Newkirk on Highway 77 on 
July 3. It killed Mahoney's wife and 
seriously injured Ashley Smith, the 
driver of the other car.

Smith appeared at the plea 
appearance Monday and read from 
a written statement to the court of 
how Mahoney’s actions that day 
affected her. In the months since, 
Smith has endured surgeries, rehab, 
and physical therapy as she continues 
her recovery.

Afterward, Smith said she really 
did not have many thoughts on the 
aftermath of the case. 

“I was able to read my victim 
statement and that was pretty 
emotional. I’m hoping it will help me 
emotionally to get past this,” she said.

Smith said she hoped her voice 
was heard and hopefully it impacted 

someone in that courtroom on 
Monday.

By pleading no contest, the 
defendant does not admit guilt, but 
also does not contest evidence in the 
affidavit, which stated that a search 
of Mahoney’s vehicle indicated the 
presence of drug paraphernalia, 
as well as amounts of fentanyl and 
methamphetamine. An investigation 
found that he was driving 83 mph 
two seconds before the collision. An 
infant boy was found restrained in 
a car seat. face down on a backseat 
floorboard of the 2015 Ford Explorer.

Mahoney, who was treated for 
injuries before being taken into 

custody, was under supervision at the 
time of the accident. In September of 
2024, he pled no contest to a charge 
of unlawful possession of contraband 
with intent to distribute (meth), 
which is a felony.

At that time, he received a 
suspended sentence that credited 
him with time already served. 
The conditions stipulated that he 
commit no further law violations, 
be under Department of Corrections 
supervision for a period of two years, 
register as a meth offender, submit 
DNA, complete drug programs while 
in the Department of Corrections, 
and pay all sums assessed.

Mahoney sentenced in fatal wreck after plea

Staff Report
Interim Newkirk City 

Manager Jane Thomas 
issued her final report 
for the year just before 
Christmas. 

She began by 
addressing the Oklahoma 
Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) 
sidewalk project that is 
nearing completion.

Just before Christmas, 
she said, they were doing 
the sign replacements, 
striping and clean-up. 

“The new crosswalk 
signs for the school will 
be here shortly after Jan. 
1,” she said. “The correct 
signage for the school 
zone will also be installed 
then.”

Thomas said that 
ODOT did give the 
city the old signs and 
crosswalk signs.

She revealed that 
the search for the new 
city manager is also 
nearing the final stages. 
Interviews are complete. 
The commission is at 
the deciding stage at this 
point. There was a delay 
in discussing the matter 
further as there was no 
meeting Dec. 22.

“One of the 
commissioners was sick, 
so they did not meet.”

On the proposed 
agenda, she said, was 
action to possibly 
approve the splashpad for 
Lions Park, funded by a 
$120,000 grant from the 
Glenda Peel Foundation.

“This will be a very nice 
feature for the children of 
Newkirk,” Thomas said. 
“My goal is to have this 
installed and functioning 
in the Spring of 2026.”

Sidealks, 
city manager
and splash 
pad in report
Dec. 22 meeting 
canceled due to illness

The co-ed cheer team won its third straight state title. (Photo by JEFF LAFORCE)

Newkirk ambulance destroyed in dust storm. (Courtesy photo)
See photo, Page 8.

(See Review, Page 7)

April 

• Waynoka TSA students showcase 
their hard work and dedication as 
they display their meticulously con-
structed models, cars, and planes, 
practice speeches and interviews, 
and fine-tune their robots in prepara-
tion for the state competition in Nor-
man from April 9-11.

• Don Cummins was elected to fill 
the unexpired term of Mayor in 
Waynoka’s April 1st election. 

• On Saturday, March 29, 2025, the 
Waynoka Chamber of Commerce 
celebrated the grand opening of 
Goldleaf Medical Dispensary with a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony.

• Kolin Bechard, Waynoka High 
School’s Junior Class President, 
and his date Brylee Beck proudly 
represent the Junior Class at the 
2025 Prom held April 5th. The Ju-

niors hosted this year’s event for the 
WHS Seniors at the Waynoka Public 
School All-Purpose Building, beau-
tifully themed as a Masquerade Ball.

• With more than 40 years of minis-
try and military service, Pastor Mike 
Bartley and family bring a depth of 
wisdom and humility that resonates 
in both his sermons and everyday in-
teractions at the Waynoka Methodist 
Church.

• Chilly temperatures made a come-
back this year for Waynoka’s annual
4-H Community Easter Egg Hunt, 
but that didn’t stop the excitement 
from filling the air on Saturday, 
April 19, 2025. Hosted at the Walk-
ing Trail by the Waynoka 4-H Club, 
the event drew families and children 
bundled in coats but bursting with 
energy and anticipation.

• A crowd of about 30 enthusiastic 
supporters gathered to celebrate the 
grand opening of The Station Res-
taurant inside Waynoka’s historic 
Harvey House. The ribbon cutting 
ceremony was sponsored by the 
Waynoka Chamber of Commerce.

• Jeffrey C. Estes, PLS, EL, Manag-
er of Engineering Services for BNSF 
Railway Company’s Red River Divi-
sion (OK, TX, LA), proudly displays

the turkey tom he successfully har-
vested in the Waynoka area during 
the 37th Annual Lt. Governor’s Tur-
key Hunt, April 17, 2025.

May

• 79th Annual Waynoka Rattlesnake 
Hunt Thrives Despite Weather Chal-
lenges with Adam Gaskill catching  
the winning Local Gyp Rock West-
ern Diamondback Rattlesnake at 
67”.

• Displaying the winning Western 
Diamondback Rattlesnake at 80-1/4” 
long in Open Class  are Co-Emcee 
Matt Adair, snake handler Michael 
Davidson, winning snake hunter Pat 
Meek, Co Emcee Ben Buckland, and 
snake handler Brandon Eslick.

• Multiple ping pong ball size hail 
with larger sizes north of Waynoka  
causing severe damage to houses, 
vehicles, and crops passed through 
Waynoka on Thursday, Evening, 
April 24th. 2025. 

• Waynoka Main Street President 
Sharon Kopriva with Fiesta deMayo 
Royalty Prince Rivers Thorp and 
dad Ian, Queen Gracie Martinelle, 
Princess Ainsley Kopriva, Co-Em-
cees Ben Buckland and Ana Ramirez 
and the Waynoka Community gather 
for a lively day of culture, contests, 
and community spirit Waynoka cel-
ebrated its first Fiesta deMayo on 
Saturday, May 3, 2025. 
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Woods County Enterprise
Looking Back Through 2025 

Enterprise Pages - April - June!

Please be advised that Renetta Ben-
son, County Assessor, and /or depu-
ties will be at the following places 
on the dates named, to take assess-
ments for the purpose of listing for 
taxation all assessable personal prop-
erty, applications for new or changed 
homestead and additional homestead 
exemptions, and applications for ag-
riculture sales tax exemption cards.
WAYNOKA - Woods County Dis-
trict #3 Shed, 1045 Grant Street, 
Waynoka, OK - Tuesday, January 13, 
2026, 9:00 - 3:00.
FREEDOM - Woods County Dis-
trict #2 Shed, 1103 Dusty Trail, Free-
dom, OK - Wednesday, January 14, 
2026,  9:00 - 11:30.
CAPRON - CO-OP Station, Thurs-

day, January 15, 2026, 8:30 - 9:30.
As required by law, assessments 

must be made before March 15 each 
year or penalties

will be added. When assessing mo-
bile homes, please bring your copy 
of the title and title receipt.

Homeowners of any age, whose 
total household gross income did not 
exceed $30,000 in the previous year, 
may qualify for an Additional Home-
stead Exemption. Homeowners in 
Woods County, 65 years or older, 
who have a gross household income 
which did not exceed $89,300 in the 
previous year, may qualify to have 
their homestead value frozen at its 
present value. It will not increase 
unless your household gross income 

exceeds the limit for each particular 
year, the property changes owner-
ship, or improvements are made to 
the property. Proof of income must 
be presented when applications are 
taken. Both of these forms should be 
updated every year between January 
1 and March 15.

New construction such as patios, 
carports, garages, room additions, 
storage buildings, swimming pools, 
hot tubs, etc. must be reported to the 
assessor’s office each year.

Assessments may also be listed at 
the Assessor’s Office in the Woods 
County Courthouse from January 
2nd to March 15th. • If you have any 
questions, please feel free to call the 
office at 580-327-3118.

In Waynoka January 13th
Woods County Assessor Sets Annual Local Visit

Continued on page #8

Mick George, President of CORE-
BANK’s Waynoka branch with his 
“I Quit!” cake marking his official 
retired on December 31st, 2025.

Waynoka quietly marked the end of 
an era on December 31, 2025, with 
the retirement of Michael “Mick” 
George, President of COREBANK’s 
Waynoka branch. True to his char-

acter, George stepped away without 
fanfare or fuss, at his own request, 
closing a remarkable chapter in both 
local banking and community his-
tory.

The George banking legacy began 
when Mick’s father, Forest George, 
accepted a position with the Com-
mercial Bank in Waynoka in 1950. 
The bank later became the First State 
Bank of Waynoka, where Forest re-
mained until his retirement in 1975.

Following closely in his father’s 
footsteps, Mick began his own bank-
ing career in September 1971 at First 
National Bank and Trust in Okla-
homa City, starting in the bond ac-
counting department. He often said 
he chose banking because it was “in 
the blood,” as the profession ran deep 
in the George family. He remained 
there until February 1973, when he 
returned home to join the family-
owned First State Bank of Waynoka.

Mick served as a dedicated mem-
ber of the First State Bank team 
for decades, remaining through its 
merger with COREBANK in June of 
2018. He continued his service with 
COREBANK until his retirement, 
concluding more than 50 years in the 

banking industry.
In recognition of his lifelong com-

mitment to banking, Mick was in-
ducted into the Oklahoma Bankers 
Hall of Fame in May of 2022, an 
honor reserved for those with 50 
years of service in the industry.

When asked about his favorite part 
of his long tenure, Mick consistently 
pointed to helping customers. Now, 
with banking days behind him, he 
looks forward to returning to the 
farm and spending more time with 
his cows—a simple pleasure that re-
flects his deep love of ranching.

The George family remains deeply 
invested in the Waynoka community, 
continuing to support local youth 
and agricultural programs. Mick’s 
love of ranching is matched only by 
his quiet generosity, widely known 
as the kind of man who “would give 
you the shirt off his back” without 
hesitation.

Summing up a lifetime so intricate-
ly woven into the fabric of the Way-
noka community is no small task. 
But one thing is certain: Michael 
“Mick” George’s steady presence, 
service, and kindness will be sorely 
missed.

End of an Era: Michael “Mick” George Retires 
After Five Decades of Banking Service

CoreBank employees Weston Hill, Myka Seiger, Brenda Shanks, Lisa George, April Kopriva and Jessica 
Bolar gather with retiree Mick George (center) on Wednesday, December 31, 2025, during a small, private 
reception held in celebration of George’s retirement after years of service to the bank.

Continued on Page 13
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cial honors. Weather. Sports. 
School news. Government. 
Politics,” wrote The Times & 
Free Press. “All that and more 
is included as we revisit the 
headlines that made 2025 the 
year it was.”

n n n

The Sequoyah County 
Times published its complete 
‘Looking back at 2025 in re-
view’ in its Dec. 31 edition. 

Doing a review in one 
edition can make for a very 
lengthy story that can turn 
away readers. The Times elim-
inates that concern by writing 
separate concise stories with a 
dated headline for each news 
item.

Headlines like 1-22 – 
“Jordan’s body found fol-
lowing second search”; 2-26 
– “Charges filed vs. county 
assessor”; 4-16 – “Federal jury 
convicts 2 in death of Sallisaw 
man”; and 5-28 – “Jury awards 
$50M in bad faith insurance 
case” make it easy to scan the 
pages of copy and pick and 
choose what to read.

n n n

As the stories from 2025 
are moved to the archives, it 
is good to know Oklahoma 
has an abundance of excellent 
newspapers. 

The stories they publish, 
and an episode of “The Andy 
Griffith Show,” are a reminder 
that people pay attention to 
what appears in a newspaper, 
that being part of a hometown 
you can be proud of is price-
less, and a good newspaper 
in a small town can make a 
lasting impression on others – 
including a stranger from New 
York!

TOP FIVE HEADLINES:
5. 	 A landmark of curiosity 

and conversation  
– The Norman Transcript

4. 	 Get your goat  
– Tahlequah Daily Press

3. 	 Life after letting go   
– The Claremore Daily 
Progress

2. 	 We’re the people  
that do stuff  
– The Ada News

1. 	 Burglar traps woman in 
her bedroom, nails door 
shut – McCurtain Daily 
Gazette

OPA Business Consultant Rod Serfoss 
looks over OPA member publications for 
“Looking Them Over,” a monthly column.  
To contact Serfoss, email rserfoss@
okpress.com.
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Kingfi sher County As-
sessor Carrie Turner re-
minds citizens that Jan. 1 
through March 15 is the 
time to assess.

Turner said her offi ce 
has mailed the following 
forms:

• Personal property 
schedule listings;

• Business property 
renditions;

• Individual personal 
property;

• Manufactured home 
renditions, and,

• Business personal 
property petroleum.

“It is important to verify 
the information is correct 
and then sign and return 
before March 15 to avoid a 
penalty,” Turner said.

Homestead exemption 
is an exemption of $1,000 
from the assessed value of 
the homestead property.

“To apply, you must 
be the recorded owner of 
the property on Jan. 1 and 
must physically be residing 
and domiciled thereon,” 
Turner said.

Homestead applica-
tions fi led after March 15 
will not be considered until 

the following year.
Turner also pointed 

out that if you are 65 or 
older as of Jan. 1 and have 
a combined gross house-
hold income of less than 
$85,000, you may apply 
for the “Senior Freeze” on 
property that you own and 
reside at. 

“The ‘Senior Freeze’ 
locks in valuation of real 
estate, but does not freeze 
all taxes,” Turner said. 

“Bring a copy of your 
most recent federal income 
tax return and proof of any 
other household income to 

apply before March 15.”
Turner also wants cit-

izens to know the asses-
sor’s offi ce is the liaison 
between the taxpayer and 
the Oklahoma Tax Com-
mission.

“We are here to help 
with the fi ling of applica-
tions, to submit accurate 
taxpayer information and 
to explain and answer any 
questions,” Turner said. 

“Please do not hesitate 
to contact us with any 
questions as we are here 
to serve you, the taxpayer.”

The Kingfi sher County assessor’s fi eld appraisers will 
be visually inspecting property in Hennessey in 2026.

Field appraisers will be in a marked vehicle,” said 
Assessor Carrie Turner. “They also have name badges to 
identify themselves.”

Turner pointed out that state statute 68 gives the asses-
sor and appointed deputies “the power and authority to 
go upon any premises and enter any business building or 
structure and view the same and the property therein and 
to view, inspect or appraise any property located within 
this county.”

The assessor said if you have questions, contact her 
offi ce at 405-375-3884.

It’s time to assess in Kingfi sher County
Where will appraisers be?

UpcomingUpcoming

• EARLY PRINT-
ING: This edition of 
the KT&FP printed at 
its normal time. How-
ever, the weekend 
edition (Jan. 4) will 
print two days ahead 
of schedule. Dead-
lines for legal publica-
tions and advertising 
have already passed 
for that edition. We will 
resume our normal 
printing schedule and 
deadlines beginning 
with the Wednesday, 
Jan. 7, edition. For 
breaking news, please 
visit the Kingfi sher 
Times & Free Press 
Facebook page.

• COFFEE WITH A 
VET: American Legion 
Post 5 is inviting all 
veterans to its “Cof-
fee With a Vet” each 
month. Coffee and 
snacks will be served 
at the Post headquar-
ters at 117 W. Miles 
from 5:30 to 6 p.m. on 
the second Thursday 
of every month.

As 2025 is wrapping up 
and making way for 2026, 
there’s no better time than 
to look back at some of the 
stories that shaped the past 
year.

From tragedy to triumph.
From championships to 

special honors.
Weather. Sports. School 

news. Government. Politics. 
All that and more is 

included as we revisit the 
headlines that made 2025 
the year it was. Included in 
this edition are just some of 
the top stories from January, 
February and March:

January
A new era at the court-

house began as four new 
Kingfi sher County offi cers 
were sworn in on Jan. 2. 
Taking their respective 
oaths of offi ce were new 
Sheriff Aaron Pitts, Coun-
ty Clerk Emily Lee, Court 
Clerk Lauren Stroh and 
District 2 Commissioner 
Mike Sparks. The oaths of 
office were administered 
by Associate District Judge 
Lance Schneiter.

A Dover basketball play-
er collapsed during a game 
in Mulhall-Orlando due to 
an apparent cardiac arrest. 
Randy Vitales, a sophomore 
at the time, had just scored a 
basket during a tournament 
game, ran to the other end, 
then collapsed. It was deter-
mined he wasn’t breathing, 
nor did he have a pulse. Mul-
tiple coaches and, Magnus 
Miller, a player from Life 
Christian Academy - Do-
ver’s opponent - began CPR 
and also used an on-site 

automated external de-
fi brillator (AED) to restore 
Vitales’ heartbeat. He was 
transported to Children’s 
Hospital in Oklahoma City 
and released early the next 
week. Vitales ultimately 

was cleared by multiple 
doctors to begin playing 
again during the 2025-26 
season and has played a role 
in the Longhorns’ success.

After finishing as the 
runner-up fi ve times since 

2018, Kingfisher’s girls 
basketball team “finally” 
claimed its second-ever 
Wheat Capital Tourna-
ment championship in 
Tulsa. Kingfi sher’s 60-44 
victory over Jones gave 

the Lady Jackets their fi rst 
title win in the tournament 
since 2009.

Yes. That was the over-
whelming answer provided 
by voters in Kingfi sher who 
were being asked to extend 

a Fire, Infrastructure, Rec-
reation, Emergency (FIRE) 
services sales tax for anoth-
er 10 years. The tax will be 
used primarily to fund the 
construction of a new fi re 
station at 1501 S. Main St. 
The vote in favor of passing 
the extension was 353-82 
(81.2%). Preliminary con-
struction is currently taking 
place at the site of the new 
station.

Terry Payne announced 
his resignation from the 
Kingfi sher Board of Edu-
cation. A former principal 
at Kingfi sher who for the 
last several years was pas-
tor at LifeWay Church, said 
he was moving out of the 
district. He was elected to 
the board in April 2021. He 
defeated incumbent Mike 
Copeland for the seat. After 
Payne resigned, the remain-
ing board members voted to 
appoint Copeland to fi ll the 
unexpired term during the 
February meeting.

Hennessey senior Cam-
dyn Richardson set a school 
record by scoring 56 points 
in his team’s 99-69 win in 
the quarterfi nals of the Yale 
Invitational. Richardson 
made 8 3-pointers and also 
went 14 of 14 from the free 

2025: Looking back on the year that was

MAKING HEADLINES – Pictured are some of the headlines we pulled from the front pages of our editions from January, 
February and March 2025. These stories and more played a big part in making the year unique. 

Watkins answering a diff erent call
Longtime KHS secretary taking on role to provide support for ministers’ wives

THE WATKINS FAMILY – Shelly Watkins, far left, and her husband Scott, the lead pastor at 
Kingfi sher First Baptist Church, with their three daughters, from left: Sydney, Taylor and 
Emiley. [Photo provided]

[See Review, Page 2]

[See Watkins, Page 10]

LYNN ADAMS
STAFF WRITER

Supporters who want to eliminate 
property taxes are collecting signa-
tures on a petition that would place 
State Question 842 on the November 
2026 ballot.

But the Association of Coun-
ty Commissioners of Oklahoma 
(ACCO) Board of Directors has ap-
proved a letter of intent to look at the 
legality of SQ 842 due to concerns 
about its potential impact on essen-
tial public services across Oklahoma. 
While the group is not opposed to 
the goals of SQ 842, it believes the 
measure lacks a clear, well-thought-
out plan to ensure the continued funding of critical 
county services.

Sequoyah County District 3 Commissioner Jim 
Rogers, who is also past president for ACCO, said 
Monday ACCO is not against eliminating property 

taxes, but “there’s a lot of unanswered 
questions” about how losing ad valo-
rem tax revenue would negatively im-
pact schools as well as county govern-
ment and services.

“ACCO’s stance is that we’re abso-
lutely not against doing away with 
property taxes at all,” Rogers said 
during the county commissioners’ 
weekly meeting. “Our only issue 
with it is they don’t have a solution 
on how they’re going to fund all the 
areas that this will affect. Your public 
schools, they get 80% of your ad va-
lorem taxes, your property taxes. We 
(county commissioners) get 10% of it. 
So there goes your law enforcement. 

You no longer have the sheriff 's department. You no 
longer have 911. You no longer have emergency ser-
vices. It affects the health department.

“They don't have a solution on how they would 

LYNN ADAMS
STAFF WRITER

The triple-murder trial of 
Stacy Lee Drake, the Alabama 
felon accused of the June 2024 
murders of Tara Underwood 
and Taylor Sharp at LaFerry’s 
Propane near Gans as well as the 
El Reno slaying of Phillip Emer-
son, has been postponed until 
February 2027, according to Se-
quoyah County District Court 
records.

In addition, initial motions in the case are due by 
June 2026, with a final pre-trial hearing would be in 
January 2027.

The prosecution had requested an earlier trial date, 
but the court granted the defense’s request to postpo-
ne proceedings until 2027.

So until then, Drake will stare at the same four Se-
quoyah County Jail walls that have surrounded him 
since his arrest 18½ months.

Drake, 51, who is alleged to have terrorized residents 
in three states during a five-week crime spree that be-
gan with the May 14, 2024, homicide of a 62-year-old 
man in Tuscaloosa, Ala., and reached its zenith with 
the three Oklahoma murders before ending on June 
20, 2024, with his capture in Arkansas following a 

The Sallisaw Police Depart-
ment will be conducting speed 
and traffic enforcement in the 
areas of Maple and Taylor and 
surrounding residential areas 
from Dec. 31 to Jan. 7.  We hope 
everyone has a safe and Happy 
New Year, and remember, don’t 
drink and drive.

Outside
 

Sequoyah County Times
FRIDAY:
Mostly Sunny
66/35

SATURDAY: 
Sunny
57/34

WEDNESDAY:
Sunny
61/33

THURSDAY:
Mostly Cloudy
64/45

Speed patrols
 Dec 26 Dec 27 Dec 28 Dec 29

High  79 82 77 37
Low 50 54 28 23

 Dec 26 Dec 27 Dec 28 Dec 29

Precipitation 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Wind speed 8 14 29 20
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Drake
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 Jan 24 Jan 25 Jan 26 Jan 27

High  52 61 50 52
Low 19 28 38 30

 Jan 24 Jan 25 Jan 26 Jan 27

Precipitation 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01
Wind speed 14 17 10 10

Outside
 

Sequoyah County TimesFRIDAY:
Partly Cloudy
60/35

SATURDAY:
Mostly Sunny
64/40

WEDNESDAY:
Cloudy
58/49

THURSDAY:
Rainy
60/41
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Brian Heverly

AMIE CATO-REMER
EDITOR

Several area school districts have had 
to cancel school or school events or go 
to virtual learning due to a reported in-
crease in illnesses on campus, which in-
cludes both flu and strep.

Central Public School went to virtual 
instruction on Jan. 24 due to an eleva-
tion in student illness. The school said 
this would allow for deep-cleaning and 
sanitation of the campus, with face-to-
face instruction resuming on Monday.

Gans Public School said on Monday 

that due to the increasing percentage 
of student and staff absences because of 
illness, they would transition to virtual 
instruction Tuesday and today, and re-
sume school instruction on Thursday.  

“I sincerely hope that this time away 
from the school setting will decrease the 
spread of sickness and give everyone a 
chance to recuperate,” Superintendent 
Regina Brandon said. 

Liberty Public School reported flu and 
strep were in full-swing on their campus 
as well.

The school nurse said students need 

to be free of any fever, vomiting or diar-
rhea for 24 hours prior to returning to 
class. 

The school is going with the rule of, “If 
your child has a fever today, they do not 
need to be at school tomorrow. If you 
have to give them Tylenol or Motrin to-
day for a fever, they do not need to be 
at school tomorrow. If you have to give 
them Tylenol or Motrin in the morn-
ing to get them thru the day then they 
should not be sent to school.” 

School personnel is asking parents to 

School illnesses on the rise Speed 
patrols

The Sallisaw Police Department 
will be conducting speed and traf-
fic enforcement in areas of North 
Maple and Taylor Drive from Jan. 
29 to Feb. 5.

AMIE CATO-REMER
EDITOR
AND

LYNN ADAMS
STAFF WRITER

It’s been six days, and the search 
continues — the search in and 
around the Arkansas River for Justin 
Dewayne Baker, as well as the search 
for answers as to how Baker and two 
other people crashed their vehicle 
into the river in the Paw Paw Bot-
toms area.

So far — after land, water and air 
searches along with using search and 
rescue dogs — the search for Baker 
has been fruitless.

Baker, 41, has been missing since 
early Friday morning, and is known 
to have survived the plunge into the river. While the vehicle’s other two 
occupants made it to shore and were treated at a local hospital, Baker 
has not been found.

Oklahoma Highway Patrol (OHP) said search teams are continuing to 
comb the Paw Paw Bottoms area south of Muldrow for Baker.

According to reports, a Jeep driven by Newt Holland crashed into the 
river near the Paw Paw Cemetery. Holland and a woman whose identity 
has not been released were able to climb out of the vehicle, which be-
came submerged 45 feet from shore in 11 feet of water. Reports are that 
Baker was the last to emerge from the vehicle and is said to have noti-
fied Holland and the woman that he had exited the vehicle. But by the 

Search continues for answers

Justin Baker

COURTESY LT. SHELDON DOBBS | OHP

Oklahoma Highway Patrol officials on Sunday recovered a vehicle from the Arkansas River in the Paw 
Paw Bottoms area following a Friday crash that remains under investigation.

Man missing in
 Paw Paw Bottoms area

AMIE CATO-REMER
EDITOR

A Sequoyah County 
woman is scheduled for a 
Wednesday felony disposi-
tion docket in Sequoyah 
County District Court on 
a charge of child abuse, ac-
cording to court records.

Bronica Wilson, 34, was 
charged on Jan. 14, along 
with one count of domestic 
abuse - assault and battery. 

Vian Police officer David 
Garvin reported on Jan. 10 that he was 
dispatched to a domestic disturbance 
on W. Schley in Vian, possibly involv-
ing injury to a minor child. 

Garvin and Officer Kaitlyn Sanders 
spoke with Wilson who said she’d al-
legedly been abused by a man and “was 
trying to leave the area to get away from 
him.” When the officer asked about the 
alleged abuse of a child under the age 
of 8, Wilson said she’d thrown a can of 

food at the man, but it may 
have accidentally hit the child 
instead. The officer also noted 
that Wilson had a heavy odor 
of alcohol coming from her 
person and appeared to be 
under the influence.

When police spoke to the 
man at the residence, he 
claimed he was the one that 
called police after Wilson 
came home intoxicated, and 
he tried to get her to go to 
sleep. He alleged that Wilson 

struck him on the temple and then 
threw a can of chicken noodle soup at 
him. He said the can missed him but 
struck the child, according to the prob-
able cause affidavit filed in the case. 
He also stated that Wilson had thrown 
food at three minor children who were 
inside the home. 

The man gave the officer permission 
to have the child checked out by EMS, 

Wilson

Woman charged 
with child abuse

After allegedly striking child in the head with a can of soup

LYNN ADAMS | TIMES

LYNN ADAMS
STAFF WRITER

It was 64 years ago when John F. Ken-
nedy was embarking on his time in the 
White House that has become known as 
Camelot. And although Brian Heverly was 
at the time but a twinkle in his father’s eye, 
the new Sallisaw city manager seemed to 
invoke JFK’s memorable “ask not what 
your country can do for you, ask what you 
can do for your country” quote last week 
— just two days after the anniversary of 
Kennedy’s inaugural address — when 
Heverly was the featured speaker at the 
Sallisaw Chamber of Commerce’s month-
ly membership luncheon.

Just 16 days on the job as Sallisaw’s top 
administrator, Heverly admitted, “I’m 
much more of a ‘how’ guy than a ‘what’ 
guy. I’ll bring plans and I’ll bring ideas as 

As city manager, 
Heverly is learning, 
meeting, assessing

SEE ILLNESS, PAGE  A8

SEE WILSON, PAGE  A8SEE HEVERLY, PAGE  A8

SEE BAKER, PAGE  A8

Looking back at 2025 in review

Drake murder trial
scheduled for 2027

COMPILED BY LYNN ADAMS
Looking back on the year that 

was, Sallisaw and Sequoyah 
County were witness to a wide 
range of happenings. From the 
push by county commissioners 
to oust County Assessor Brandy 
Dobbs and the preliminary pro-
secution of Stacy Lee Drake for 
the first-degree murders of Tara 
Underwood and Taylor Sharp at 
LaFerry’s Propane near Gans to 
the search for a county man in 
the Paw Paw Bottoms area after 
the vehicle in which he was riding 
plunged into the Arkansas River 
to a fierce and sudden storm that 
roared through Sallisaw, tearing 
the roof off of the hospital and 
causing widespread damage, to 
the July fireworks explosion that 
hospitalized two Vian graduates 
and a Keys volunteer firefighter in 
critical condition to the openings 
of the Sallisaw Veterans Center, 
QuikTrip, Whataburger, 7Brew, 
Pizza Hut, Ollie’s Bargain Center, 
Local Bank and Millison Casting 
Technology.

1-15
There was a lot of snow, 
but not a record breaker

The January 9-10 snowstorm 
that barreled into Sequoyah FILE PHOTO

Police officers, firefighters, town officials and others responded to the Sequoyah County Boys & Girls Club on July 8 to evacuate children 
from the club after about 6 to 8 inches of water poured into the building, with more than 3 feet of water outside in many places.

Normal margin 0.5 in
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Becca’s 
Home Decor

Opening Soon! 

antiques - collectibles - resale - consignment - booth rental

918-938-5546 
122 E. Cherokee, Sallisaw

Sneak Peak 
 1 Day Only
May 3rd

Grand Opening 
May 31st

110 E Cherokee

Sallisaw, OK

918-938-4015

Furniture Consignment
C&C Collectibles

918-238-2363

105 E. Chickasaw
Sallisaw, OK 

We are new in 
town, please drop 
by and say hi!

Real Advice.
Reasonable Price.

Jackie 
Mock, 

Attorney 
at Law

 Apr 25 Apr 26 Apr 27 Apr 28

High  82 79 81 83
Low 64 63 64 67

 Apr 25 Apr 26 Apr 27 Apr 28

Precipitation 0.13 0.00 1.25 0.00
Wind speed 12 16 13 16

SATURDAY:
Mostly Sunny
76/51

FRIDAY:
AM Showers
74/50

THURSDAY:
Partly Cloudy
80/59

WEDNESDAY:
Thunderstorms
69/60

Outside
 

The Sallisaw Police 
Department will be con-
ducting speed and traffic 
enforcement on Wheeler 
from Cherokee to Del-
aware and surrounding 
residential areas from 
April 30 to May 7.  

Speed patrols

AMIE CATO-REMR
EDITOR

Funeral services were held Tuesday af-
ternoon at The House church in Sallisaw 
for Sallisaw Middle School student Baylee 
Rayann Coachman, where friends of the 
young girl were invited to write final good-
bye messages on her casket. 

Burial followed at Sallisaw City Cemetery 
under the direction of Agent Mallory-Mar-
tin Funeral Services, Inc.

Baylee, 11, a member of The House 
church, was a passenger on a church van 
when the driver of the van reportedly col-
lided with an SUV last Wednesday night, 
at the corner of Iola and Walnut Streets in 
Sallisaw. 

John Weber with the Sallisaw Police De-
partment said the church van was traveling 
southbound on S. Walnut when the driver 
failed to stop at the stop sign. Weber said 

Baylee Rayann Coachman 

JEFF MAYO | TIMES

The community has left flowers, stuffed animals, balloons and other memorabilia at 
the crash site where a Sallisaw Middle School student lost her life following a tragic 
accident last week.

Funeral services held 
Tuesday for Sallisaw student

Headliner D r a k e 
Hyde (right) and the 
Libby Starks Band 
(below) are among 
the eight groups that 
will provide live enter-
tainment Friday and 
Saturday for the 19th 
Diamond Daze fes-
tival in downtown 
Sallisaw.

LYNN ADAMS
STAFF WRITER

While vendors that choke down-
town Sallisaw streets might gener-
ate the most excitement during the 
annual Diamond Daze festival, the 
free entertainment isn’t far behind.

Music is a festival highlight, and 
Diamond Daze offers plenty of it 
again this year at multiple loca-
tions — Stage Park, at the corner of 
Choctaw Avenue and Oak Street, 
and Pocket Park, at the corner of 
Cherokee Avenue and Oak Street.

Local product and 2022 Sallisaw 
graduate Drake Hyde has been 
pegged as this year’s Diamond 
Daze headliner, and there are 
several returning acts along with 
bands well-known throughout the 
region for a full slate of music at the 
May 2-3 festival.

“We’re terribly excited to have 
Drake Hyde. He’s sung here a few 
times before (including last year), 
having started here as a high 
school kid,” says Sallisaw Chamber 
of Commerce Executive Director 
Marty Green. “He’s really come a 
long way. He’s very professional, 

and, of course, he’s been on ‘The 
Voice.’ He’s got a great act.

“Our entertainment committee, 
they’ve done a great job. They work 
diligently. They’ve met multiple 
times getting this lineup put togeth-
er. We’re extremely excited. I think 
we’re bringing a good product to the 
town, and people just need to take 
advantage of it,” Green says.

Ted Capps & Rude Mood
Whether you like Stevie Ray 

Vaughn, Stevie Wonder, Delbert 
McClinton, Willie Nelson or the 
Black Crows, Rude Mood is sure to 
satisfy your musical appetite.

Rude Mood is a groovin’ three-
piece band featuring seasoned mu-
sicians who will keep you on the 
dance floor. Ted Capps, lead guitar 
and vocal, formed the band with 
drummer Donny Riley in 2000.

Since forming, Rude Mood has 
played stages throughout Arkan-
sas, Oklahoma and Texas. The band 
has shared the limelight with artists 
such as Black Oak Arkansas, Cre-
dence Clearwater Revisited, Ozark 
Mountain Daredevils, America, 

and Brewer and Shipley, and played 
numerous blues festivals through-
out the tri-state area. The band has 
played Fort Smith venues, as well 
as the Cherokee Casino & Hotel in 
Roland, and is a returning act from 
last year’s Diamond Daze.

“We had Ted Capps last year, 
and we’re looking forward to that 
again,” Green says.

‘Exciting’ musical lineup
slated for Diamond Daze

Trinity Raine Cox

LYNN ADAMS
STAFF WRITER

There are few events that warm 
the heart as much as little boys and 
girls dressed to the nines, confidently 
strutting their stuff or bashfully won-
dering why onlookers are oohing 
and aahing.

That’s why the Diamond Daze pag-
eants are making an encore return 
this year as one of the biggest attrac-
tions of the weekend.

“This will be a big deal,” says Rob-
in Akers of the Sallisaw Chamber of 
Commerce.

Chamber Executive Director Mar-
ty Green agrees: “That is a big deal.”

Akers has already had numerous 
inquiries, and she refers them to pag-
eant director Deree Stafford.

“I think the pageant will be huge 
again. We’re excited about the pag-
eant. We’re fortunate, we have a re-
ally good coordinator for that, Deree 
Stafford. It’s going to be a neat deal. 
I’m really excited,” Green says. He 
said more than 700 flyers have been 
distributed to Sallisaw and Brushy el-
ementary students, and Stafford has 
already received lots of feedback and 

interest.
The Diamond Daze pageants were 

created to give the younger children 
in the community a way to be in-
volved.

The pageants offer seven different 
age-group categories for girls, and 
four for boys — 12-23 months, 2-3 
years, 4-6 years and 7-9 years for 
boys and girls, and then girls only for 
10-12 years, 13-15 years and 16-19 
years for Miss Diamond Daze.

Trinity Raine Cox, a junior at Sal-
lisaw, was crowned the first-ever 
Miss Diamond Daze last year when 
eight pageants debuted at the annual 
downtown festival.

During her reign, Miss Diamond 
Daze represents the festival at various 
other events and activities through-
out the year.

“It’s open to the world. If they want 
to be Miss Diamond Daze, come on 
down,” Green says. “But if it’s a local 
person that can be at our events and 
activities, we hope to involve them 
throughout the year. I see a lot of 
potential in this, I really do. I think 
it will grow.

“This is something patterned off 

of things Deree’s done before, so we 
welcome her expertise and let her be 
in charge,” Green says.

“I get many questions about what 
is acceptable to wear at Miss Dia-
mond Daze,” Stafford says. “Many 
of us have seen ‘Toddlers and Ti-
aras’ or ‘Honey Boo-Boo.’ These 
are glitz pageant dresses, and they 
are very expensive.

“Diamond Daze is not a glitz 
pageant system. Anything that 
is not a glitz dress will be ac-
ceptable. I say ‘Sunday best,’ 
because that is a general term 
often used. Remember, the 
girl walks the dress, the 
dress doesn’t walk the 
girl. The judges un-
derstand this and 
know what to look 
for in a contestant 
no matter what 
they are wearing. 
If your child feels 
pretty and confi-
dent, it will show 
on the stage. If 
you’re not sure, 

Diamond Daze pageants
return as festival highlight

SEE DIAMOND, PAGE  A3

SEE PAGEANTS, PAGE  A3

SEE COACHMAN, PAGE  A3

LYNN ADAMS
STAFF WRITER

Optimism remains the watchword 
this week in the face of debilitating 
hopelessness for three people — two 
from Vian — who remain in critical 
condition following last week’s fire-
works explosion in Tuskahoma.

Ely Smith, 22, and Cash Collins, 18, 
both Vian graduates, and Brad Lewal-
len, a volunteer firefighter for Camp 
Gruber and Keys, face “a long journey 
ahead” in the wake of a fire that ignited 
a cache of fireworks being set up at the 
Choctaw Nation Capitol grounds July 2 
in preparation for the annual Boom in 
the Valley celebration. The cause of the 
blaze remains under investigation.

Smith and Lewallen were airlifted to 
an Oklahoma City hospital, and Col-
lins was airlifted to a Tulsa hospital. 
Harley Casey, 19, also a Vian graduate, 

The Sallisaw Police Depart-
ment will be conducting speed 
and traffic enforcement in on 
Maple St. from Cherokee north 
to city limits and surrounding 
residential areas from July 9 
-16.   

SEQUOYAH COUNTY TIMESSEQUOYAH COUNTY TIMES

 July 4 July 5 July 6 July 7

High  92 94 95 95
Low 75 74 79 75

 July 4 July 5 July 6 July 7

Precipitation 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Wind speed 16 13 13 26

Outside
 

Sequoyah County Times
FRIDAY:
Partly Cloudy
94/74

SATURDAY:
AM 
Thunderstorms
86/71

WEDNESDAY:
Partly Cloudy
90/72

THURSDAY:
Partly Cloudy
94/75
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Speed patrols

Cash Collins

‘Long 
journey 
ahead’ 
for fire 
victims

Ely Smith

Brad Lewallen

Drake triple-murder 
trial set for September

LYNN ADAMS | TIMES

Stacy Lee Drake is escorted by Sequoyah County Jail personnel 
into District Judge Timothy King’s courtroom Monday for a pretrial 
appearance in the convicted felon’s triple-murder trial of Tara Un-
derwood, Taylor Sharp and Phillip Emerson.

LYNN ADAMS
STAFF WRITER

Anyone who has not been 
involved in the American 
legal system cannot fully 
appreciate the applicable 
idiom, “the wheels of jus-
tice turn slowly, but grind 
exceedingly fine.”

Monday was another ex-
ample of the long and ar-
duous process of jurispru-
dence.

To be sure, it took lon-
ger for Sequoyah County 
Sheriff ’s Office deputies 
to escort Stacy Lee Drake 
from his cell in the Se-
quoyah County Jail to Dis-
trict Judge Timothy King’s 
courtroom than the pro-
ceedings themselves.

After Drake’s attorneys 
entered a “not guilty” plea 
on their client’s behalf for 
the June 2024 slayings of 
Tara Underwood and Tay-
lor Sharp at LaFerry’s Pro-
pane on U.S. 64 near Gans 
and of Phillip Emerson at 
his El Reno home, King 
set a trial date for 1:30 p.m. 
September 8 in Judge Jef-
frey Payton’s court.

Then Drake, wearing 
an orange jumpsuit and 
shackled by handcuffs, 
waist chains and leg cuffs, 
retraced his steps back to 
his jail cell for another two-
month wait.

When there are those unable to celebrate 
the Fourth of July — one of the nation’s 
most patriotic of holidays — then the fes-
tivities were brought to those who helped 
preserve our freedom. The City of Sallisaw 

spearheaded a drive-by Independence Day 
parade for residents at the Sallisaw Veter-
ans Center, which included an appearance 
by Natalie Flute, Teen Miss Diamond Daze.

Honoring those who 
preserved our freedom

COURTESY | DEREE STAFFORD

Motorists on Tues-
day tried to find 
their way through 
a maze of available 
open roadways as 
a flash flood warn-
ing brought a to-
tal of 5.5 inches of 
rainfall to Sallisaw 
and other parts of 
Sequoyah County 
within hours, mak-
ing the roadway 
look more like a riv-
erbed. The National 
Weather Service is-
sued a flash flood 
warning for hazard 
weather conditions 
due to the heavy 
rainfall with expect-
ed chances of up to 
another inch of rain 
this evening. 

Flash flood warning issued for county
JADE PHILLIPS | TIMES INTERN

SEE DRAKE, PAGE  A3

BULLETIN
It was learned early Wednesday afternoon 

that Ely Smith passed away 
due to his extensive burns and injuries.

SEE VICTIMS, PAGE  A3

AMIE CATO-REMER
EDITOR

A Sallisaw woman received a 20-year 

sentence in Sequoyah County District 
Court earlier this month after admitting to 

Next time you 
visit the Stanley 
Tubbs Memo-
rial Library in 
Sallisaw or the 
Muldrow Public 
Library, you’ll 
appreciate even 
more what Be-
thia Owens did 
for the Eastern 
Oklahoma Li-
brary System 
during the past 
42 years when 
you’re lost in 
the stacks trying 
to decipher the 
Dewey Decimal 
System.

But Owens, the shared branch manager for Se-
quoyah County’s two public libraries, won’t be 

JACIE EUBANKS
TIMES INTERN

What Seth Lattimore enjoys 
most about living in Sequoyah 
County is the opportunity to live 
and work in the community that 
he grew up in. He has lived within 
the small Akins community for his 
entire life, having attended Central 
Public School and graduated in 
2005. 

“My family has been a part of the 
Sequoyah County community for-

ever,” he said, as he is a descendant 
of Samuel Lattimore, who built 
one of the oldest log cabins at the 
14 Flags Museum in downtown 
Sallisaw in 1835.

Lattimore currently owns and 
operates Akins Store, located off 
Hwy. 101. Before becoming the 
owner, he worked at the store as a 
cashier for more than 20 years ago. 

“Since purchasing the store, the 
building has stayed in the family,” 

Seth Lattimore MONDAY:
Partly Cloudy
87/63

TUESDAY:
Partly Cloudy
87/61

SATURDAY:
Sunny
86/59

SUNDAY:
Sunny
87/59

= Sept 21      Sept 22    Sept 23   Sept 24

High  87 87 92 82
Low 67 70 72 70

 Sept 21      Sept 22    Sept 23   Sept 24

Precipitation 0.00 1.99    0.00    0..00
Wind speed 24 13 20             15

Outside
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Seth Lattimore
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A special section celebrating the importance 
of National Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

and the health of women everywhere
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LYNN ADAMS
STAFF WRITER

Crews are still picking up the 
pieces from Tuesday’s sudden 

storm that tore the roof off the 
hospital, snapped tree limbs, 
toppled utility poles and para-
lyzed much of Sallisaw and parts 

of Sequoyah County with power 
outages.

But clean up is underway, 
power has been restored thanks 

to diligent crews who sprang 
into action and there were no 
injuries or deaths.

Now it’s time to recover and 

salve the wounds inflicted in 
a matter of minutes, if not sec-
onds.

‘It was an anomaly, weird’‘It was an anomaly, weird’

COURTESY PHOTOS

Tuesday’s storm blew off a fourth of the roof of NHS Se-
quoyah hospital, leaving an aftermath of debris, broken util-
ity poles and more than 3,000 residents without electricity. 
See additional photos at seqcotimes.com.

Storm slams Sallisaw, 
hospital hit hard, but 

primary power
 restored in 24 hours

Bethia Owens

Retirement receptions 
set for librarian Owens

AMIE CATO-REMER
EDITOR

Fatal overdoses are on the de-
cline across District 27 following 
a multi-agency initiative launched 
in 2023, according to District At-
torney Jack Thorp. The program, 

which focuses on investigating 
drug overdoses and prosecuting 
distributors, has shown measur-
able results in Adair, Cherokee, 
Sequoyah and Wagoner counties.

Thorp credited the drop in 
deaths to improved coordination 

between law enforcement agen-
cies and emergency medical per-
sonnel. He emphasized the need 
to maintain and strengthen those 
lines of communication.

“This coordination is critical so 

Fatal overdoses decline in District 27
DA urges continued cooperation

Lawson sentenced in 2024 
fentanyl overdose death

After pleading guilty to second-degree murder charge

SEE DECLINE PAGE  A3

SEE LAWSON PAGE  A2

SEE STORM PAGE  A3

JADE PHILLIPS
TIMES INTERN

Shelley Maddox is a mother 
to many and has called Sallisaw 
home for about six years now. 
During that time, she’s worked 
as a KATS bus driver, a job she’s 
grown to love. Before moving to 
Sallisaw, she spent nearly 40 years 
living in LeFlore County, where 
she was born and raised.

Maddox grew up in the coun-

try near Shady Point, where she 
said some of her fondest memo-
ries came from days spent in the 
wide-open fields or wandering 
through the woods by her house. 

One story she likes to tell is 
when she had to hit her dad’s 
fighting rooster with a piece of 
wood because it wouldn’t stop 
flogging her.

“After that, it finally left me alone 

Shelley Maddox MONDAY:
Mostly Sunny
88/66

TUESDAY:
AM Showers
87/64

SATURDAY:
Sunny
86/61

SUNDAY:
Sunny
89/65

= Sept 28      Sept 29    Sept 30   Oct 1

High  87 86 85 87
Low 63 62 64 62

 Sept 28      Sept 29    Sept 30   Oct 1

Precipitation 0.00    0.00   0.00    0..00
Wind speed 12 9 5             7
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Shelley Maddox
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LYNN ADAMS
STAFF WRITER

We’re told that the only two cer-

tainties in life are death and taxes.
But for some in Sallisaw, higher 

utility bills may also be a certainty, 

at least according to several who 
have taken to social media to 

Leaders from business, education, government and 
community organizations are expected October 10 
to attend the River Valley Workforce Summit, an in-

Residents claim ‘price gouging’
after recent utility bill increases

AMIE CATO-REMER
EDITOR

A Muld-
row man 
was killed on 
September 
18 when the 
vehicle he 
was riding in 
was struck 
by a Union 
Pacific train 
at a rural 
r a i l r o a d 
crossing, ac-
cording to 
Ok la homa 
Highway Pa-
trol (OHP).

Muldrow man killed 
in train collision 

Charles Stimson, III

LYNN ADAMS
STAFF WRITER

Those who know Bethia Owens 
will surely find it hard to imagine 
her retirement the way she an-
ticipates her golden years. While 
she’s surely earned the enjoyable 
pursuits and fulfillment of leisure-
filled years of later life after devot-
ing 42 years to the Eastern Okla-
homa Library System — the last 
22 as shared branch manager for 
Sallisaw’s Stanley Tubbs Memo-
rial Library as well as the Muld-
row Public Library — it’s almost 
impossible to imagine the librar-
ies and the communities without 
Owens at their center.

But Owens did her best to visu-
alize her future when she was the 
guest of honor for her retirement 
reception Tuesday at the Sallisaw 
library.

“As I step into retirement, I’m 
not saying good-bye to the library. 
I’ll still be here. Maybe not behind 
the desk — absolutely not behind 

Regional workforce 
development summit set

Bethia Owens (second from right) talks with retired librarians from eastern Oklahoma who were on 
hand at Owens’ retirement celebration Tuesday. Top right, Sallisaw Mayor Ernie Martens presents a 
city proclamation to Owens, and (bottom right) Sallisaw City Manager holds the sign renaming the 
meeting room at Stanley Tubbs Memorial Library. See more photos at www.sequoyahcountytimes.
com.

Retirement celebration lauds Owens Retirement celebration lauds Owens 
for ‘a lifetime of exceptional service’for ‘a lifetime of exceptional service’

LYNN ADAMS | TIMES

SEE OWENS, PAGE  A9

SEE INCREASES PAGE  A3
SEE SUMMIT PAGE  A2

SEE STIMSON 
PAGE  A2

LYNN ADAMS
STAFF WRITER

Area residents with no-longer-used or outdated 
prescription drugs can safely dispose of them Fri-
day. 

A medication take-back day will be conducted 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Clif ’s Pharmacy, 505 E. Redwood 
Avenue, Sallisaw, and Vian Pharmacy, 10 Thorn-
ton Street. The event is sponsored by Sallisaw 

LYNN ADAMS
STAFF WRITER

OK, now things are getting seri-
ous for those helping to shape Sal-
lisaw’s comprehensive master plan 
(CMP).

When community stakehol-
ders — including city leadership, 
school district, businesses, hospi-
tal, chamber of commerce, Carl 

Albert State College, media and 
influential residents — were as-
ked in August to “dream big about 
Sallisaw’s future,” they provided a 
wide array of suggestions, recom-
mendations, hopes and dreams as 
the foundation for a blueprint to 
help guide Sallisaw for the next 20 
years.

But when Shelby Ferguson re-

turned recently with a consultant 
and team members from Olsson, 
the engineering firm tasked with 
crafting expert solutions and de-
signs to improve Sallisaw into the 
year 2045, it was time to get down 
to the nitty gritty.

“What this process is looking at 
is the vision for the next 20 years 

JADE PHILLIPS 
TIMES INTERN

Tra Lowder, 48, has lived in Se-
quoyah County since she was 
8-years-old. 

For the time that she has been 
here, she has made a name for 
herself at Liberty Public Schools 
as school secretary, where she is 
affectionatley known as “Ms. Tra.” 

Lowder, a graduate of Liberty 
herself, went on to attend Muld-
row High School, graduating in 

1994. She is also a mother to three: 
Tracey, Jenna and Madi-Cate.

She said she first started working 
at Liberty Public School as a sub-
stitute teacher.

“Shortly after my oldest daugh-
ter, Tracey, started attending 
school there I began substituting, 
and I knew I’d be there forever,” 
she said, adding “the kids make it 
worth it.” 

When she’s not spending time at 

Tra Lowder MONDAY:
Partly Cloudy
71/56

TUESDAY:
Partly Cloudy
65/47

SATURDAY:
Rain
63/55

SUNDAY:
AM Showers
67/55

= Oct 19      Oct 20    Oct 21       Oct 22

High  70 84 75 79
Low 46 n/a 46 39

 Oct 19      Oct 20    Oct 21       Oct 22

Precipitation 0.00    0.00   0.00    0..00
Wind speed 23 16 17             8
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Just Folks
 

Tra Lowder
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LYNN ADAMS
STAFF WRITER

In depths of the Great Depression and the Dust 
Bowl, many Oklahomans existed on almost nothing. 
High unemployment, bank failures and farms that 
dried up and blew away were daily reminders for 
Okies of their debilitating hopelessness.

About the only thing the downtrodden had to look 
forward to was migration to the promises California 
held, but which were too often futile.

In eastern Oklahoma, for many there was no work, 
COURTESY 

Charles Arthur Floyd, the legendary bank robber widely 
known as “Pretty Boy” Floyd.

Remembering Pretty Boy Floyd
91 years after his 

violent death

no food, no way out of desperate poverty, no future, 
no way tomorrow would be different than the pre-
vious day.

But some — maybe many — were touched by an 
unlikely savior, an unimaginable benefactor. Some 
even thought of the rogue champion as their mo-
dern-day Robin Hood.

After all, there were newspaper and local accounts 
from the early 1930s that helped build his enduring 
myth — the destruction of mortgage documents and 
loan papers, erasing debt for struggling homeowners 
— although historians debate the scale of his benevo-
lence, arguing that rather than life-changing effects 
being wide-spread, his reversal of fortunes for Okla-
homans were believed sporadic at best.

But legends are sometimes built on fragile footing, 
and memories are shaped by retellings and embellis-
hments.

TAKING BACK THE DRUGS

No-longer-used or 
outdated prescription 
drugs collected Friday 

LYNN ADAMS
STAFF WRITER

Pets are important to so many 
people, but possibly none 
more than Dr. Paula Hara-
way.

That’s why Haraway is 
opening Sequoyah Ani-
mal Advocates Wel-
lness Clinic, “a 
new veterinary 
wellness clinic 
created to pro-
vide affordable, 
compassionate 
wellness care for 
pets in the Sal-
lisaw area.”

Haraway will 
be joined by her 

Pet wellness 
clinic to open

Dr. Paula HarawayDr. Paula Haraway

To promote ‘safer community’

Community stakeholders refine data collected during recent meetings to formulate Sallisaw’s comprehensive master 
plan, a blueprint to help guide the city for the next 20 years. For more photos, visit www.sequoyahcountytimes.com.

LYNN ADAMS | TIMES

Comprehensive master plan
begins to take shape for city

SEE PLAN, PAGE  A3

SEE CLINIC, PAGE  A3

SEE FLOYD, PAGE  A7

‘Unanswered questions’ 
remain major hurdle for 

eliminating property taxes

SEE TAXES, PAGE  A7

Sequoyah County District 3 
Commissioner Jim Rogers

SEE DRAKE, PAGE  A7

SEE 2025, PAGE  A3
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County was an uncommonly big one, but it wasn’t the 

biggest, at least not in the past half century.

Statistics specific to Sequoyah County were not 

readily available from the usual reliable sources, but 

Skot Covert, chief meteorologist for KFSM Channel 

5, said Sequoyah County received 8 to 10 inches, whi-

le LeFlore County exceeded 10 inches. The National 

Weather Service reported that five inches of snow fell 

in Sallisaw on January 9, with an additional three in-

ches of new snow the next day.

Thirty-year snowfall averages for the entire winter 

season are 6.5” for northwest Arkansas, and less than 

3” for the River Valley, which includes Sequoyah and 

LeFlore counties, Covert said.

“This snow storm resulted in snowfall that far ex-

ceeds what the area typically sees in an entire winter. 

When we crack open the almanac we look at the last 

30 years to identify what ‘normal’ is,” Covert said. “This 

one snow storm far exceeded the ‘normal’ amount.”

NWS statistics show the record for most snow in Sal-

lisaw is 11 inches, which occurred on Jan. 6, 1988.

Prior to 1988’s record breaker, many Your TIMES 

readers point to January 1977 when snow reached 8 

to 12 inches and temperatures plunging to minus-9. 

Snow on January 8-9 “forced I-40 to close for the first 

time since it was constructed.” And on January 18, 

1930, temperatures fell to minus-19 degrees and eight 

inches of snow fell.

1-22

Jordan’s body found following second 

search

After more than a week of uncertainty, the search for 

a missing Vian man came to a tragic end on January 

16 when his body was discovered by authorities.

Ryan Jordan’s body was located in a wooded area 

near his residence north of Vian, following a large-sca-

le search. Jordan, 42, was last seen on January 6, and 

was reported missing by family members on January 

9, just before a near-record snowstorm hit the area.

Sequoyah County Sheriff Larry Lane said an initial 

search on January 13 yielded no results, prompting a 

larger search effort three days later.

Volunteers and area firefighters and law enforcement 

agencies joined the search, which covered more than 

1,000 acres of rugged terrain, including thick woods, 

creeks and fields. “Their dedication was crucial in co-

vering such a large area,” Lane said.

1-29

Search continues for man missing in Paw 

Paw Bottoms area

A search that began January 24 continued in and 

around the Arkansas River for Justin Dewayne Ba-

ker continued after a vehicle, in which Baker and two 

other people were riding, crashed into the river in the 

Paw Paw Bottoms area.

So far — after land, water and air searches along with 

using search and rescue dogs — the search for Baker 

was fruitless.
Baker, 41, went missing early Friday morning, and 

is known to have survived the plunge into the river. 

While the vehicle’s other two occupants made it to 

shore and were treated at a local hospital, Baker has 

not been found. Oklahoma Highway Patrol search 

teams combed the Paw Paw Bottoms area south of 

Muldrow for Baker.

According to reports, a Jeep driven by Newt Holland 

crashed into the river near the Paw Paw Cemetery. 

Holland and a woman whose identity has not been 

released were able to climb out of the vehicle, which 

became submerged 45 feet from shore in 11 feet of wa-

ter. Reports are that Baker was the last to emerge from 

the vehicle and is said to have notified Holland and 

the woman that he had exited the vehicle. But by the 

time the other two reached the shoreline, Baker was 

missing.
The submerged vehicle was recovered from the river 

on January 26, and OHP conducted air searches while 

dive teams and marine patrol led water search efforts.

2-12

County commissioners continue discussion 

behind closed doors

Sequoyah County Commissioners met in executive 

session February 10 for 135 minutes “to discuss the 

matter of the employment, demotion, disciplining or 

resignation of the Sequoyah County Assessor.”

But the employment status of Brandy Dobbs, who 

has served as county assessor since June 2021 after five 

years as a deputy in that office, remained unclear at 

best.
It was the fourth executive session in the past six 

months, with the commissioners meeting behind clo-

sed doors in aggregate for more than eight hours in 

consultation with state and local officials.

After the 2¼-hour executive session — which inclu-

ded a 19-minute discussion between Dobbs and Se-

quoyah County District Attorney Jack Thorp — the 

board was no closer to resolving their concerns. It was 

then announced that another executive session would 

be held during a special meeting on February 12 to 

continue the discussion.

2-14

Inquiry launched for removal of county as-

sessor

The shortest of the Sequoyah County Commissio-

ners’ five executive sessions in the past six months — a 

20-minute closed-door meeting February 10 — re-

sulted in what District 3 Commissioner Jim Rogers 

said was “a tough decision,” one that shifts the fate of 

County Assessor Brandy Dobbs from the commissio-

ners to the district attorney’s office.

Sequoyah County District Attorney Jack Thorp 

summarized the commissioners’ executive session de-

cision to move forward with an inquiry for an accusa-

tion of removal involving Dobbs.

“We made a touch decision today, not one that we 

were excited about having to make,” District 3 Com-

missioner Jim Rogers said after the meeting. “We’ll go 

to trial over this now, and a jury will determine the 

outcome.
“But as a board, we just have to make a decision 

that protects our citizens, so that’s what we did today,” 

said Rogers, who speculated that Thorp may recuse 

himself from litigation “because he represents all the 

county elected officials.”

Without providing specific wrongdoings within the 

assessor’s office, Rogers said audits conducted by and 

input received from the Oklahoma Tax Commission 

were paramount in their decision to elevate the pro-

ceedings. Dobbs and her attorney, Steve Hickman of 

Tulsa, have not been informed of what accusations 

may be forthcoming from the commissioners.

2-26

Sallisaw Veterans Center opens as ‘the envy 

of every other state’

Superlatives seemed to be everywhere February 21 

at the dedication celebration for the Sallisaw Veterans 

Center.
The state-of-the-art facility, which boasts a sprawling 

215,000 square feet and 175 single-occupancy rooms 

for veterans, was its own superlative as a crowd of 

more than 300 wide-eyed visitors roamed the center’s 

halls featuring soaring ceilings as well as a home-like 

environment in common areas where fireplaces fea-

tured dancing flames and TVs were mounted throug-

hout for optimum viewing.

But while the nation’s newest veterans facility was its 

own best advertisement, state, regional and local offi-

cials couldn’t miss their opportunity to praise the cen-

ter that sits on 90 acres a mile south of I-40 on U.S. 59.

To be sure, virtually everyone would like to claim at 

least partial credit for the state’s flagship facility, and 

Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs Executive 

Director Jay Bynum was glad to spread the wealth.

“I will let the building speak for itself. I think you’re 

going to be overwhelmed with what this facility brings,” 

Bynum told a standing-room-only crowd during the 

morning’s dedication ceremonies. “It is absolutely the 

best of the best, and it’s the newest one in the veterans’ 

stable in the United States. It’s really fantastic.”

The dedication was the realization of a quest that 

began almost seven years ago for Sallisaw to become 

the home for Oklahoma’s premier veterans center. 

The $90 million state-of-the-art facility is the climax 

of an arduous and long-anticipated journey that has 

been fraught with cost increases, an eight-month work 

stoppage, a lawsuit against the project’s original archi-

tect, oversight by three different ODVA executive di-

rectors and three delays from its original March 2023 

target date.

2-26

Charges filed vs. county assessor

Sequoyah County Assessor Brandy Dobbs now 

knows the accusations the county commissioners are 

leveling against her in their attempt to have Dobbs re-

moved from the office she’s held since June 2021.

The commissioners on February 24 emerged from 

a 33-minute executive session seeking the suspension 

of Dobbs from the assessor’s office, and claiming 20 

instances of “willful maladministration in violation 

of her statutory duties.” The charges were filed in the 

county clerk’s office following the meeting.

Dobbs had at least five days to answer the accusati-

ons, according to her attorney, Steve Hickman of Tul-

sa. It is expected that the case will be decided in a jury 

trial.
Because he represents all the county elected officials, 

Sequoyah County District Attorney Jack Thorp has re-

cused himself from the case. LeFlore County District 

Attorney Kevin Merritt has been assigned to represent 

the prosecution. A first hearing in the case was March 

6.
Oklahoma statutes stipulate reasons for removing an 

elected official from office.

“Any officer not subject to impeachment elected or 

appointed to any state, county, township, city, town 

or other office under the laws of the state may be re-

moved from office for any” of eight causes. Hickman 

maintained Dobbs has not violated any reasons in the 

state statute.

3-05

QuikTrip opens its newest location

The countdown climaxed March 6 when the newest 

QuikTrip opened at I-40 and U.S. 59.

While those who were giddy with anticipation coun-

ted down the days, QuikTrip took the opening in stri-

de. For the convenience store chain that was founded 

in 1958 and has more than 1,000 stores in 17 states, it’s 

just the first day of what’s expected to be thousands 

that follow. No fanfare. No pomp, no circumstance. 

No kidding.
But it’s not because QT takes the addition of another 

location for granted. It’s because those on the frontli-

nes who decide where stores will be built have done 

their homework. They know before it even opens if a 

location will be a success.

“More than anything, as stakeholders in the commu-

nity, as business owners, managers, I can’t emphasize 

the importance it is to develop that culture, to earn the 

trust of those employees and to maintain that culture. 

It’s one thing for a boss to believe in their employees. 

But it’s a whole other thing for those employees to be-

lieve in that boss. And that’s something that QuikTrip 

has been successful in doing,” said QT real estate ma-

nager Jake Barron of QT’s 31,000 employees.

“Every time we open a store, it creates another ma-

nagement position, creates three more assistant ma-

nagement positions, it creates 10 to 15 clerk jobs. So 

it’s a very, very, very important deal, and we’re very, 

very, very specific about what communities we want to 

grow in. We really want to make sure we’re a cultural 

fit,” Barron says.

3-07

Commemorating 100 years of Polly Lackey’s 

wonderful life

She has never owned a cell phone or computer, and 

can’t recall when she first owned a TV, but Polly Lac-

key of Sallisaw recalls so much more — a candy-apple 

red Chevrolet convertible with white leather seats, her 

74 years of marriage to her husband Charles, growing 

up in rural Sequoyah County, vacationing in Europe, 

watching her fellow Okies abandon eastern Oklahoma 

during the Dust Bowl for promises of California’s pros-

perity and even witnessing Hollywood at work when 

film crews descended on U.S. 64 in Sallisaw in 1939 for 

the filming of scenes for “The Grapes of Wrath.”

Lackey, who celebrated her 100th birthday on March 

10, has lived through 18 U.S. Presidents beginning 

with Calvin Coolidge, saw her first airplane as a child 

— “we didn’t know what it was” — which gave way to 

the International Space Station, witnessed American 

cars transition from the Model T to those powered by 

electricity, was seven months old when television was 

invented in October 1925, and now lives in a world 

where artificial intelligence is pervasive.

With apologies to Frank Sinatra, regrets, she’s had a 

few, but then again, too few to mention. Lackey prefers 

to focus on her many blessings rather than any unful-

filled dreams she may have had. After all, reflect on the 

past century, and you’ll discover she’s had a wonderful 

life.
Ask Lackey about her life, and she’ll modestly tell 

you hers has been “a very mundane life, just a normal 

life, nothing unusual about it.”

But spend some time getting to know her, and you’ll 

find she has lived a life many would envy.

3-19

Suspect in police officer shooting found in 

New Mexico

A man wanted for shooting a Webbers Falls Police 

officer on March 16 reportedly shot himself in a Wal-

mart parking lot in New Mexico on March 17 as au-

thorities there tried to take him into custody.

Billy W. Williams, 46, described as armed and ex-

tremely dangerous, shot a female Webbers Falls Police 

officer after she stopped him for speeding. He is now 

facing charges of assault to commit murder in Indian 

Country, along with a charge of attempted murder in 

Indian Country. According to reports, the officer was 

shot in the face, but her injuries were not life-threate-

ning.
Williams traveled all the way to Grants, N.M., where 

authorities found him parked in the Walmart parking 

lot. As officers tried to talk to him, they reportedly 

heard a gunshot from inside the car and found that 

Williams had allegedly shot himself in the stomach.

3-19

Commissioners amend accusations against 

county assessor

Sequoyah County Commissioners have amended 

the accusations they are leveling against County As-

sessor Brandy Dobbs in their attempt to have Dobbs 

removed from the office she’s held since June 2021.

The commissioners on March 17 emerged from a 

43-minute executive session having clarified instan-

ces of alleged “willful maladministration in violation 

of her statutory duties” and seeking the suspension of 

Dobbs from the assessor’s office as the legal wrangling 

proceeds through the courts.

In support of the commissioners’ amended accus-

ations, the board claims that throughout her tenure 

as assessor, Dobbs engaged in 19 instances of willful 

maladministration in violation of her statutory duties.

The commissioners requested the matter be set for a 

jury trial and suspension of Dobbs from the assessor’s 

office pending the investigation and trial.

At a March 6 initial hearing on the matter, Dobbs’ at-

torney, Steve Hickman of Tulsa, filed an objection as to 

the sufficiency of the allegations, citing an Oklahoma

statute that “requires the accusations must be stated 

in such a manner as to enable a person of common 

understanding to know what was intended.”

Hickman alleged that the accusations “are all genera-

lities,” and asked for specifics and how the alleged acts ZONES: NE

for week of December 28, 2025

ads may run anywhere in your newspaper. Don’t forget to remind your classified department to download the line ads for 

this week at www.okpress.org ocan122825 - CHOOSE THE AD SIZE CLOSEST TO YOUR COLUMN WIDTH 

YONUTZ  

SMASHED DONUTS & ICE CREAM

WED. JAN. 7TH AT 10:00 AM

ITEMS LOCATED AT:   

1001 W. MEMORIAL RD., OKLA CITY, OK

INSPECTION: TUES., JAN. 6th from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM

AUCTION HELD AT:

DAKIL AUCTIONEERS, INC.

200 NW 114TH ST, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.

(W. Side Service Rd of the Bdwy Ext. between 122nd & Hefner)

CAN’T MAKE IT TO THE AUCTION, BID 

LIVE ON-LINE AT WWW.DAKIL.COM

ALL EQUIPMENT BOUGHT NEW, LESS THAN 2 YEARS OLD.  

IN EXCELLENT CONDTION

RSG Walk-in Freezer 6’x12’, Swirl Freeze Machines, S/S Single Door Refrig-

erator, Atosa Ice Machine, Atosa Under Counter Refrigerator, Conveyor Oven, 

Waring Waffle Cone Maker, S/S Tables, S/S Sinks, S/S Shelves, Metro Shelves, 

Metal Tables & Chairs, Lighting, Speakers, Toast POS System, Large Yonutz 

Outdoor Lighted Sign.  This is only a partial listing! ITEMS BEING ADDED: 

will be located at 200 NW 114th St, Okla, City, Okla – See website for listing of 

items.  Buyers premium will apply.  

PLEASE SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILED LIST!

www.dakil.com
AUCTIONEERS, INC. 

405-751-6179
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LINE AT WWW.DAKIL.COM

ALL EQUIPMENT BOUGHT NEW, LESS THAN 2 YEARS OLD.  

IN EXCELLENT CONDTION

RSG Walk-in Freezer 6’x12’, Swirl Freeze Machines, S/S Single Door Refrigerator, Atosa 

Ice Machine, Atosa Under Counter Refrigerator, Conveyor Oven, Waring Waffle Cone 

Maker, S/S Tables, S/S Sinks, S/S Shelves, Metro Shelves, Metal Tables & Chairs, 

Lighting, Speakers, Toast POS System, Large Yonutz Outdoor Lighted Sign.  This is only 

a partial listing! ITEMS BEING ADDED: will be located at 200 NW 114th St, Okla, City, 

Okla – See website for listing of items.  Buyers premium will apply.  

PLEASE SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILED LIST!

www.dakil.com
AUCTIONEERS, INC. 

405-751-6179

ABSOLUTE AUCTION ABSOLUTE AUCTION

2025
FROM PAGE A1

SEE 2025, PAGE  A4

Looking Them Over – Continued from Page 12
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LEGAL ADVICE
is just one of the benefits of being a member of the Oklahoma Press 
Association’s Legal Services Plan. Remove the worry of needing  
professional advice by enrolling today. For more information contact:

OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION’S 
LEGAL SERVICES PLAN 

1-888-815-2672 or 405-499-0020

OPA Computer Consultant Wilma 
Newby’s column is brought to you by 
the Oklahoma Advertising Network 
(OAN). For more information on the 
OAN program, contact Oklahoma 
Press Service at (405) 499-0020.

I’m often asked how to get 
PDF files to show a preview of 
the first page of the document 
in Windows Explorer. That’s 
a good question. Let’s explore 
how to make this happen.

If you’re on a Windows 
computer, it can be hard to get 
icons of PDF files to show a 
preview of the first page, but 
it is possible. What I’m about 
to show you works for Adobe 
Reader or the full version of 
Adobe Acrobat. 

To start, open a folder that 
contains a PDF. In Windows 
11, go to the top of the win-
dow right next to the View 
dropdown menu and look for 
the three  dots “…” on the 

menu. Click it to open the 
drop-down menu. Once there, 
go to Options and click the 
View tab in the Options menu.

In View, the second line 
under Advanced setting is 
“Always show Icons, never 
thumbnails”. Make sure this 
is unchecked. 

Now open Adobe Acrobat 
and go to File > Preferences 
and click the General button 
on the left.

Then check “Enable PDF 
thumbnails preview in Win-
dows Explorer.” Once you 
tell it OK, an installer will run 
asking for permission to install 
the program. Click “Yes”. 
Then go to File > Quit Acrobat 
and restart your computer. 

Re-open the window with 
the PDFs in it and choose 
“large icons” from the view 
menu. Your previews should 
start to show up. 

On an Apple Macintosh 
computer, the icon view is 
controlled by Apple software, 
not Acrobat. Here you’re 
going to open a folder window 
on the desktop and go to 
View > Show View Options. 
This dialog box has changed 
quite a bit over the years. On 
Mac OSX Tahoe 26.x it has 
check-boxes for “Always 
open in icon view” and 
“Browse in icon view”. This 
changes with the view selected 
in the finder window below. 
For example, if you’ve select-
ed “List or Columns” mode it 

will say “Always open in list 
or Columns mode.” It’s easy 
to set the defaults for the Mac 
in this location.   

Make sure that “Show icon 
preview” is checked in this 
dialog box as well.

In Tahoe, folders can be 
customized to choose a color, 
symbol or emoji. Simply con-
trol click the folder and choose 
customize folder, then select 
your preference. An easy way 
to organize folders is to group 
them by project and assign 
each project a different color. 

While you are at setting up 
the computer to be more use-
ful, try going to “view menu” 
with a folder window open 
and go to “Show Path Bar” 
and “Show Status Bar”.

The status bar is useful for 
keeping an eye on the hard 
drive space. The path bar 
lets you go back to previous 
folders in the path. It’s an easy 
way to navigate. 

CLOSE THE LAPTOP 
Another question I was 

recently asked is how to work 
with the laptop lid closed 
while using a larger monitor.

On Windows PC, go to 
search and type Control 
Panel. Open the program 
and choose Power Options. 
On the left side click Choose 
what closing the lid does. 
Then under “When I close the 
lid:”, choose “Do Nothing” 
on both setups. 

On newer Apple computers, 
just close the lid. When it tries 
to go to sleep mode, click the 

mouse or a key on the key-
board. You have to be plugged 
into a monitor for this to work.

CREATOR STUDIO 
Apple’s new Creator Studio 

came out this month and 
opened the door to compete 
with the Adobe Creative Suite, 
in some ways. 

Pixelmator Pro is a new 
Apple program that’s included 
in the software package Apple 
just released. It’s not Photo-
shop – it’s hard to compete 
there – but if you’re using the 
built-in Photos app to touch 
up photos, the new Pixelmator 
Pro adds many more tools. 
It’s very similar to the Affinity 
program I reviewed in last 
month’s column. For $12.99 
a month for the whole Apple 
suite of software, it’s a fair 
deal. It  adds good tools for 
editing video for your website. 

The standard office type 
Apps Numbers, Pages, iMovie 
and Keynote remain free for 
Apple users. But when you 
add a subscription, more 
features are added to these 
programs – mainly AI and 
more content. Some advanced 
features for Numbers and 
Keynote are withheld without 
a subscription.

Creator Studio works 
well with all the other Apple 
software and integrates with 
Photos very well. However, 
it doesn’t work on Windows 
computers like Adobe’s 
Creative Cloud. But if you’re 
editing a lot of videos it might 
be worth the price. 

Apple’s Creator Studio 
apps can still be bought as 
one-time stand-alone pro-
grams, but all of the AI pow-
ered tools and intelligent fea-
tures are behind the paywall. 

How to show PDF first-page previews on your computer
Computer Notes

from the road
by Wilma Newby

wnewby@okpress.com

Options

mailto:wnewby@okpress.com
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DECEMBER 2025 WINNERS All entries judged by members of the Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame 

MONTHLY CONTEST WINNERS

Weekly Photo Winner: 

BRIAN BLANSETT
The Lincoln County News

Multi-Day & Online-Only Photo Winner: 

ANDY DOSSETT
Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise

OGE Energy Corp. provides monthly winners with a $100 check and certificate. 
Sweepstakes winners receive $200 and a plaque from OGE. Contest open to staff at 
OPA Legal Newspaper and General News Media members, as well as OPA Individual 
members. Complete contest rules and online submission form available at  
okpress.com/oge-photo-contest.

View winning photos at okpress.com/oge-photo-contest 

Column Winner: 

AMANDA PARKS
Woodward News

What my mom taught me at the movies 
Thanksgiving weekend in Woodward comes with a few guaran-

tees: football cheers in the background, left overs never truly disap-
pearing and the movie theater becoming the place everyone funnels 
into the moment the dishes are dry.

I should have known better when I took the kids to opening day 
for “Zootopia 2” let alone on Thanksgiving day. I learned my lesson 
and bought tickets online for Friday. But even with tickets in hand, it 
still looked like half the county had camped out overnight.

Families had already arrived saving seats with blankets like they 
were waiting for Taylor Swift to appear. Every row filled before the 
previews even warmed up. Note to self for next year: booking online 
is only half the battle. 

Oklahoma Natural Gas provides monthly winners with a $100 check and certificate. Sweepstakes winners receive $200 and a plaque from ONG. Contest open to staff at OPA Legal 
Newspaper and General News Media members, as well as OPA Individual members. Complete contest rules and online submission form available at okpress.com/ong-contest. 

Views expressed in winning columns and editorials are those of the writers and don’t necessarily reflect the company’s opinions.

Read winning columns and editorials at okpress.com/ong-contest

Editorial Winner: 

MARK CODNER
The Newcastle Pacer

Missed opportunity for our kids  
and for our community

We have failed our students and our community by not passing 
the recently proposed $10.7 million bond issue.

Passage would not have increased the millage rates on properties, 
and these types of bond issues are a key part of school infrastructure 
and building funding in Oklahoma.

It should have been an easy decision.
 Because of our growing school district we have a growing 

amount of residences that provide property taxes, and saying yes at 
this election would have allowed our school district to layer bond 
issues on top of each other as each one gets paid off. These funds 
could have been used to take care of some immediate needs …

http://okpress.com/
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OPA STAFF DIRECTORY
By John Foust
Greensboro, NC

 A number of years ago, 
I shared a story about an ad 
manager named Jay, who talk-
ed about the financial impact 
of happy and unhappy custom-
ers. On average, a customer 
will tell nine to 12 people 
about a good experience – and 
up to 20 people about a bad 
experience. That’s a dramatic 
ripple effect.

 Using that formula, let’s 
say a business owner spends 
$300 a week in Jay’s newspa-
per. In a lot of media circles, 
that would be called a small 
advertiser. But if she has a 
negative customer service 
experience – or if her ads fall 
short of expectations – she 
might pull the ads out of 
Jay’s paper and move them 
to a competitor. Over a year, 
that $300 a week adds up to 
$15,600 in lost business. If she 
tells ten of her business friends 
about her experience – and 
if her story discourages them 
from advertising in Jay’s paper 
– that’s an additional yearly 
loss of $140,400.

 In this hypothetical 
example, consider the power 
of habit. Suppose those 11 ad-
vertisers eliminate Jay’s paper 
from their media purchases 
for ten years. That amounts 

to $1,716,000 in lost revenue 
over a decade.

 Imagine what the num-
bers would look like if we 
started the calculation with a 
$1,000 budget. Or if the initial 
disgruntled advertiser tells 
20 people? And what if some 
of those 20 tell even more 
advertisers?

 Whatever the damage 
assessment, this is a mighty 
good reason to take good care 
of advertisers, isn’t it? Like 
the old saying, “If we don’t 
take care of our customers, 
someone else will.”

 Although my conversation 
with Jay still rings true today, 
it happened before social me-
dia became such an important 
factor. Multiply the figures he 
mentioned by a hundred or a 
thousand or more – and a few 
extreme customer experiences 
can have a serious impact on a 
business.

 According to the Tech-
Wyse Internet Marketing site, 
“Reviews, ratings, recommen-
dations, and user-generated 
content…hugely influence 
people’s buying decisions. 
With a large amount of 
information available online, 
more consumers are look-
ing for social proof to learn 
about others’ experiences and 

help guide their purchasing 
choices.”

 Forbes magazine writes, 
“With 80% of consumers mak-
ing buying decisions based on 
a friend’s social media post, 
the era of virtual word-of-
mouth recommendations is in 
full effect.”

 All those years ago, Jay 
told me, “Every contact with 
a customer puts our reputation 
on the line. If someone in our 
office is rude to an advertiser, 
waits too long to return phone 
calls, or is sloppy about billing 
– we could lose business.”

 On the opposite side of the 
coin, if ad teams have positive 
contacts with customers – and 
if advertisers get positive 
results from their marketing 
campaigns – there’s a lot to 
gain. Remember, someone 
with a good experience is 
likely to tell nine to 12 others. 
News travels fast, whether it’s 
good or bad.

 When you look at things 
this way, it’s difficult to con-
sider anyone a small advertis-
er. They’re all big.
© Copyright 2026 by John Foust. All rights 
reserved. Foust has conducted training pro-
grams for thousands of newspaper advertis-
ing professionals. Many ad departments are 
using his training DVDs to save time and get 
quick results from in-house training. Email 
for information: john@johnfoust.com

Big news about small advertisers

Phoenix, the well-known 
“Demo Cat” of the McIn-
tosh County Democrat, will 
miss greeting visitors at the 
newspaper’s former Checotah 
office.

The Democrat staff recently 
relocated to Eufaula after the 
Checotah building was sold. 
The team is now sharing 
space with the Eufaula Indian 
Journal.

Phoenix belongs to La-
Donna Rhodes, affectionately 
known around town as the 
“Paper Lady.”

Now back home in Musk-
ogee with Rhodes, Phoenix is 
“still living her best life.”

Though the Checotah 
office has closed, Rhodes will 

continue reporting on local 
news in Checotah and the 
surrounding communities — 
just without her four-legged 
coworker.

‘Demo’ cat says goodbye to Checotah office
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