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LifelineLetter
Living with home parenteral and/or enteral nutrition (HPEN)

Transitioning to New Enteral Connectors
Manpreet Mundi, MD, on behalf of the Oley Board of Trustees
By now, many of you have heard about the transition reports by organizations such as the Joint Commission.
to new enteral connectors. You may even be using the The universally compatible Luer lock connection used
new ENFit® tubes or supplies. As
by feeding tubes (and other systems,
this is a big change with potential
such as IV access) has been noted as
for confusion, we wanted to use
a common contributing element.
this opportunity to summarize the
The state of California passed a law
background behind the transition,
(HB 1867) mandating that enteral
the results of the studies that have
nutrition supplies only fit a connection port for which they are intended.
been done so far regarding ENFit
A single connector that works across
connectors, and also how Oley will
systems (such as the Luer lock) is no
continue to support the home enteral
longer considered acceptable. This
nutrition community as we undergo
has led to the development of stanthis transition.
dards for all major catheters/tubing
Background
by the International Organization of
Since 1972, when Dr. Wallace Caregiver Leslie M. demonstrates
first reported about a patient who making a blenderized tube feeding Standards (ISO). These standards will
be implemented gradually.
received 100 mL of cow’s milk in- at the 2015 ENFit Summit.
Enteral nutrition tubes and supplies fall under the
travenously instead of enterally, misconnections have
been an ongoing issue, especially in the inpatient set- small-bore connector ISO 80369-3 standard. In an efting. These misconnections have led to multiple safety
Transitioning, cont. pg. 13 ☛

Board Spotlights
The Oley Board of Trustees is an impressive and
dedicated group of individuals that reflects the diversity
of Oley’s membership. We hope you will enjoy getting to know Oley Trustees in this ongoing series of
“Spotlights.” A full list of board members, with short
biosketches, is available at www.oley.org.
While Lynn Anderson has been a member of the
Oley board for several years, the others introduced
here are new to the board in
2017. We are very pleased to
introduce all of them, and
grateful for the service they
are providing to the foundation and our members.
Lynn Anderson
Lynn joined the Oley
board in 2014. Lynn is Executive Vice President and
General Counsel of Holiday
Lynn Anderson
Companies and serves as a
member of Holiday’s Executive Committee. Holiday
is a Minnesota-based family-owned company principally engaged in the retail petroleum and convenience
Board Spotlights, cont. pg. 10 ☛

Left to right: Rod Okamoto (Nutrishare), Joan Bishop and
Barbara Klingler (Oley Foundation), Tim Perrin (Polsinelli
PC), Mike Koch and Tom Wilverding (CAPS), and Kendall
Van Pool (NHIA) at the FDA in November 2017.

Advocating for You
On November 15 the National Home Infusion
Association (NHIA) and Central Admixture Pharmacy Services (CAPS©) led a delegation of parenteral
nutrition (PN) providers and patients to meet with
FDA Deputy Commissioner Anna Abram regarding
pharmacy compounding regulations and the draft
FDA Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). The
Advocating for You, cont. pg. 2 ☛

Advocacy
Clinical Trials, from pg. 1
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Advocating for You, from pg. 1

MOU addresses distribution of compounded
products over state lines, and it has the potential to interrupt the relationship that you have
with your home care/home infusion provider.
The MOU clearly states that compounding
facilities will not be allowed to distribute “inordinate amounts” of compounded products
(which includes your PN) across state lines.
If your home infusion provider does not have
a compounding facility in your state, this
will likely impact you. If you vacation out of
the state where you reside, you may need to
switch providers while you are away or carry
your supplies with you.
Oley Ambassador Barbara Klingler has been
on home parenteral nutrition for thirty-one
years. In talking to Deputy Commissioner
Abram, Barbara said, “With today’s technology and shipping capabilities, I’ve been able
to travel everywhere, including…Alaska.”
She continued, “Ten years ago, I spent six
months in Ohio with sick parents. Every-

thing was arranged with one phone call to
my supplier. How could I have helped them
with this MOU? If your loved one needed
you, would you like to say, ‘No, I can’t get
my meds shipped across state lines’?”
Barbara concluded with these powerful
words: “This MOU will put me back in a
box of the four walls of my home….Please,
please remember me, my face, the woman
who has been on TPN [HPN] longer than
not, because of her family of experts [who
care for her]. Do not take this away….Let
me continue to thrive, travel, enjoy the rest
of my life!”
Oley, home care companies, NHIA, and
other organizations have asked those who may
be affected to reach out to the FDA, and the
FDA has received over 3,000 comments on
the MOU! The comment period is still open,
and we encourage you to send your thoughts
along as well. More information on the MOU
is available at www.oley.org/MOU. ¶

Welcome Lauren, Oley Ambassador
Oley Ambassador volunteers are available to help consumers and caregivers overcome
some of the challenges presented by enteral (tube feeding) and/or parenteral (IV) nutrition, and to help get the word out about Oley. Ambassadors are listed at www.oley.
org under “Meet Consumers/Patients,” or call (518) 262-5079 for a list. Contact them
with your questions, or for an understanding ear. Please join us in welcoming Lauren!
Lauren Ethridge
Lauren Ethridge was diagnosed with
chronic intestinal pseudo-obstruction
at the age of thirteen. After years of
searching for answers regarding her
chronic stomach issues and inability to
gain weight, her diagnosis came, and so
did home parenteral nutrition (HPN).
Lauren has been on HPN ever since;
she is now twenty-five years old (2017).
She has also had trials with home enteral
nutrition (HEN, or tube feeding), but
ultimately hasn’t tolerated feeds, and Oley Ambassador Lauren Ethridge captured
instead uses her G-tube for draining on film by Kendra Sours.
and her J-tube for medication.
Lauren has experience with transitioning from pediatric to adult care. She also has
experience living in an area with limited medical care; she does lots of traveling to get
to the doctors who understand her body the best.
Some of Lauren’s favorite things are photography, spending time with her sweet puppy and
husband, meeting new people and hearing their stories, and all things vintage and funky.
Lauren says, “I’m an open book when it comes to my medical experiences, so feel
free to reach out to me at any time!” Lauren lives in Fayetteville, Arkansas. She can be
reached at (214) 693-0215 or lauren.eliz.ethridge@gmail.com.

2 — LifelineLetter • (518) 262-5079		

November/December 2017

Tube Feeding Tips

Tube Talk
Send your tips, questions, and thoughts about tube feeding (enteral nutrition) to metzgel@amc.edu.
Information shared in this column represents the experience of the individual and should not imply
endorsement by Oley. The Foundation strongly encourages readers to discuss any suggestions with their clinician
before making any changes in their care.

Halyard Adds Drainage System to Enteral Line
Gastric draining or venting may help alleviate nausea, vomiting,
pain, bloating, and discomfort in people on tube feeding who have
poor gastric motility. In the spring of 2017, Halyard Health released
a closed drainage system, including a drainage bag and connective tubing, designed specifically for the drainage and collection of
gastrointestinal tract contents from patients using an enteral device.
The system, Halyard says, “replaces the need for makeshift drainage
products while helping to prevent caregiver and patient exposure to
gastric contents.”
The bag is designed to hang from the side of a bed or chair with its
bedside hanger, and can be reused multiple times within a twenty-fourhour period. Halyard says, “The large (18 Fr) clear tubing facilitates
gastric drainage and allows for visualization of its contents. It can be
used with any type of ENFit® feeding tube and utilizes ENFit connectors…for a secure connection to extension tubing.” The system
has a vent that helps to relieve gastric pressure and air build-up, and
prevent gastrointestinal tract contents and fluid from leaking.
These bags do not replace Halyard’s Farrell Valve bags, which allow
for venting while feeding and are designed to collect gastric residual
for refeeding. Halyard is not recommending refeeding from the new
drainage bag. At the present time, you can buy the Enteral Drainage
System out-of-pocket from Halyard Health or from your DME. For
more information, visit www.halyardhealth.com/digestivehealth, or
call (844) 425-9273.
Oley member Mary S. has been using the bags since this summer
and says, “I’m so pleased Halyard listened to what we [tube feeding
consumers] were saying and came up with a drainage bag that actually
attaches to a G or G-J tube. I no longer need to jury-rig something
with a urinary or ostomy bag.”
Mary eats minimally and selectively, and drains continuously. She
has found that anything the “consistency of an egg yolk will go through
[the Enteral Drainage System]. Anything
thicker won’t.” When
she ate berries, she says,
the seeds caused the
drainage tube to clog.
She now avoids this type
of food, but finds the
convenience is worth
the sacrifice.
Above: The drainage system
fresh out of the package
Right: The new drainage
system in use
Volume XXXVIII, No. 6		

Feeding Tube Awareness Week, February 5–9, 2018
Why Awareness Is Important
Your efforts…
• Help others understand what life with feeding tubes and enteral
nutrition is all about.
• Increase tolerance and knowledge.
• Create bridges to people who are feeling isolated or struggling
with tube feeding.
Oley T-shirt Contest
We have a “super power” T-shirt for our members who are on home
parenteral (IV) nutrition (see page 13)—now we need a design for
our members who are on tube
feeding! Send your ideas to Lisa
at metzgel@amc.edu. Winner
will get a free T-shirt and recognition. We can’t wait to see
your ideas.
Request Buttons
We’d love to send you buttons
for you to wear and to share!
Request your FREE buttons
through the Oley store at
www.oley.org/store (search for
“awareness”) or call us at (518)
262-5079.
Due to complex medical issues,
Oley Video
Emma lost in fifty five pounds in
Send a photo and/or video three months. “My feeding tube has
clip of yourself to Lisa (address given me my life back. It has allowed
below), along with a sentence me to thrive and even get back to
or two about what tube feed- skiing! I am so thankful for my tube
ing means to you, for our next because it means I get to live life with
Feeding Tube Awareness video. a meaningful purpose.”
Check out past Feeding Tube
Awareness videos on the Oley channel on YouTube. Last year’s video
has had over 1,100 views on You Tube!
Other ideas for sharing Feeding Tube Awareness Week are available
at oley.org/FT_Awareness_Week. Contact Lisa at metzgel@amc.edu
or (518) 262-5079 with any questions or to share ideas. We are here
to support you!

“Be proud of your feeding tube.
It doesn’t define you—it’s
just a different way of eating.”
—Deb W.
(518) 262-5079 • LifelineLetter — 3

Bright Ideas

Necessity: Still the Mother of Invention
Debbie Gilbert
The Oley community of home nutrition
support consumers and caregivers is filled
with not only challenges, but also many ingenious solutions. Cottage industries evolve
as consumers, families, and clinicians identify
needs associated with chronic health conditions and home enteral and/or parenteral
nutrition (HPEN).
Five of our many “inventors” brought their
products to market and displayed them at the
2017 Oley conference in Greenwich, Connecticut. We share highlights of their stories
here. You can read more on Oley’s website
(www.oley.org/Cottage_Industries).
Protecting a Central Line
Kezia and Mike Fitzgerald’s eleven-monthold child was diagnosed with cancer. Tangled
infusion lines were always a threat, so Kezia
went to work and developed her first cover for
a PICC line (peripherally inserted central catheter), called the CareAline PICC Line Sleeve.
It contains a pocket to safely store the exposed
PICC line tubing, reducing the risk that a line
may be accidentally pulled out, necessitating
replacement. When her child’s PICC line was
replaced with a central venous catheter (CVC),
Kezia created
the CVC Protection Wrap.
Pa t i e n t s ,
doctors, and
nurses in the
field saw these
products and
began requesting them for
use on others
at the hospital. Suddenly
Kezia recognized a business opportunity that
would also allow her to stay true to her wish
to help others—and CareAline was born.
Kezia was thrilled to help a family with a
preschool child. Whenever the child’s line got
pulled out, the family had to make a two-hour,
middle-of-the-night trip to the hospital. Kezia
says the PICC cover saved the family from
future accidents of this type and relieved the
stress of emergency trips.
CareAline sells directly to hospitals for their
patients’ use, online, by word of mouth, and
through referrals from other patients. Kezia

noted that they plan to expand to create products for geriatric and adult patients. CareAline
was incorporated in 2012 and now has thirty
hospitals using their products, including some
in the U.K. In order to continue to do good
deeds, they offer an online link for people to
donate a product to someone in need.
Mike and Kezia are artists by trade. Kezia
is a photographer; her husband is a painter.
In addition to growing their company they
have a healthy four-year-old son.

Looking for Style and Functionality
When Emily Levy contracted Lyme disease,
she had to deal with a PICC line and accessories
for her IV treatments. She couldn’t find a
product she considered stylish and practical
to cover the line so she developed the PICC
Perfect line cover. As an active person, Emily
looked to sportswear and technology for
inspiration. Emily is also planning several new
products: the “Mighty-Pack” for meds (like
parenteral nutrition) that need to be kept cool,
which will be modeled after the “GoPro”™
case; and antimicrobial, wicking shirts with
port and feeding-tube access.
Emily thinks of her venture as a for-profit
with social impact. Mighty Well is supported
in part by investment from a former VP of
marketing for Reebok, who sees the potential.
She sells her current products on the MightyWell website, Amazon, directly to children’s
hospitals, cancer centers in Rhode Island, and
a few overseas sites. She employs two full-time
and three part-time employees and a contract
design team. She also sells T-shirts and hats
with inspirational quotes.
Emily is rewarded by those she can help. She
gave a prototype PICC cover sleeve to a child
with leukemia, who can now run around the
playground like other kids.
Emily also speaks at conferences and trade
shows, from a patient’s perspective.
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Tube-Feeding-Friendly Onesies
Cecilia Auth, a seventeen-year pediatric
nurse, worked in the newborn ICU, and in
the pediatric GI department with a feeding
therapy program for children, some tube-fed.
She was challenged by obstructed access to
their feeding tubes. “We had to wake and
undress the children at feeding time,” she says.
“They were unhappy and crying, making it
difficult to feed them.”
She went to work, eventually creating
Tubesies, a tube-feeding-friendly bodysuit.
The shirt provides access through a window
directly over the feeding tube, with a waterproof pocket that holds 2" x 2" gauze to absorb
any leaks. The access windows are integrated
into the shirt designs so they are fun for those
children who can assist with their feedings.
She is inspired by the kids’ success, happy to
ease the stress of parents and caregivers, by
saving time.
Tubesies are sold online, through social
media, word of mouth, bloggers, and pediatric
facilities. Cecilia noted, “I would like to see
insurance pay for the shirts and see them offered in hospitals.”

Line Wraps and Ostomy Covers
Gus Gear’s founder, Sarah Palya, needed
solutions for her son, who has a central line,
November/December 2017

Bright Ideas

a G-J tube, and an ostomy. Worried he would
pull his line out, she created a central line wrap
to secure it and prevent line breaks. Gus Gear
also makes products for securing G-tubes, as
well as covers for lines, pumps, and ostomy
pouches for children and adults.
Sarah also feels good about helping other
concerned parents. A parent shared with her
the time their five-year-old child ran away
from his parenteral nutrition bag with the line
attached. Sarah’s wrap helped keep his central
line from dislodging. Her device won the N.E.
Pediatric Device Consortium Target Challenge
in 2017, for preventing line dislodgement.
Gus Gear’s products are sold at nursing and
medical professional conferences, in hospitals,
and on the Internet. Its customers include
US and Canadian hospitals. The company is
seeking a path for insurance reimbursement
so its products will be available to those who
cannot afford to purchase them themselves.

Shirt for Tube-Feeding Adults
Tube-feeding consumer Tom Dawson lost
the ability to eat when radiation to treat
throat cancer damaged his esophagus. He was

frustrated with the awkwardness of socializing
when it was time to “eat.” Being a positive
person, he got to work finding a solution.
Tom asked a local seamstress to fabricate
a zippered “pocket” in a shirt so he could
discretely access his feeding tube. And so
the Tubenmann shirt was born. The name is
German for “The Tube Guy.”
Tom said he was rewarded both by his own
enhanced quality of life, and by a woman at his
church who said his shirt changed her life. She
had confined herself to her home for feedings
and had newfound freedom when she could
feed unobtrusively in public.
Tom is an attorney by trade. His greatest
challenge is marketing. “There are between five
hundred thousand and one million people in
the US who use tube feeding, yet it is hard to
reach them through any channels I have tried.”
He participates in trade shows/conferences,
sells online, and is hoping to partner with
hospitals and companies that sell tube-feeding
supplies. The shirts are made in the San Francisco area, where Tom resides with his wife.
Tom said, “I will know I’ve reached the
pinnacle when I see someone across the coffee
shop or at a concert hall, discretely feeding
through their Tubenmann shirt.” ¶
Editor’s Note: You can find information about
other products of value to the HPEN community, as well as creative solutions to problems,
at www.oley.org/BrightIdeas_Landing.
For more information on these products,
visit their websites:
• www.carealine.com
• www.gusgear.net
• www.mighty-well.com
• www.tubenmann.com
• www.tubesies.com

Tube Holder for Babies
Another helpful product to consider is the PeDat™: a
system for managing a baby’s feeding tube and/or drainage
bag. Caregiver Johanna W. tried the PeDat with her nephew
and found it very helpful. She says, “His medical
daycare made a HUGE deal over the ‘cumberbun’....
And they have requested he wear it at all times
because he will grab and pull on his [tube]. We
think it is super clever and much needed for parents
and guardians who have their hands full already.” For more
information go to www.pedatsales.com.
Volume XXXVIII, No. 6
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Oley News

On Your Behalf
Joan Bishop, Executive Director
As December passes and the holidays are behind us, we enter a new
year, reflecting on the past and creating energetic goals for 2018. It’s
important to take a moment to give thanks for where we’ve been,
what we’ve accomplished, who we’ve met, and what we are able to
look forward to.
Giving Thanks for Many Blessings
At Oley, relationships—the importance of family and good friends
(Oley members are family and good friends!)—top our list. We have
witnessed people overcoming great challenges and seemingly insurmountable situations with
the help of Oley members.
Being surrounded by
Together we offer HOPE to
wonderful, caring people
those facing the foreign and
complex world of homePEN.
who help one another
Oley staff has the good fortune
is a blessing.
of working with you, the Oley
Foundation community. Being
surrounded by wonderful, caring people—who never falter on an opportunity to help one another—is a blessing.
Whether you are a member with professional expertise or someone
with personal experience, you come together when the need arises to
guide and support others in need. This all contributes to the strength of
the Foundation. As Oley staff we feel the joy and give thanks throughout
the year. We are powerful and responsive with all of you on board.
Annual Appeal
We thank everyone who has responded to our request for financial support that will allow us to continue our efforts in 2018. We
sincerely hope to remain on your list of worthy organizations.
There are many other ways to support Oley as well. For example,
you might consider bequeathing a gift to Oley in your will; trans-
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ferring stock to Oley; arranging for an automated withdrawal from
your checking or savings account; soliciting a donation for our silent
auction from your favorite store or craft venue; or donating time
and expertise to help Oley move forward.
Perhaps you’ve wondered how you might
become an Oley Ambassador or Board member.
Maybe you’re a social media guru and wonder
how you can help Oley increase our presence,
or you are a webmaster and have the time and
ability to enhance our web efforts. Please call
or write me, Joan Bishop.
However you choose to give or share, know
that every dollar raised and in-kind effort
Joan Bishop
put forth will make a difference in how and Executive Director
whether our programs prevail. Life is good at
Oley, but you and your expertise could make it even better!
Sign Up for Camp
Early in the new year is also the time for scheduling events and
activities. There are several summer camps accepting applications, and
it’s worth noting that we still have funding for the Oley Tim Weaver
Camp Scholarship, sponsored by Fresenius Kabi, to help cover the cost
of travelling to and from camp (see page 9). If you are on the fence
about letting your child attend camp, consider talking to other parents
who can describe their “letting go” experience. Oley staff would be
happy to facilitate a connection.
Who’s on the Bus? Donor Information
We are thankful for our corporate partners who generously support
Oley programs throughout the year. Their funding provides the backbone
for all that we do—the LifelineLetter, annual and regional conferences,
webinars, the website, outreach and advocacy efforts, and more.
Please join us in thanking Oley Corporate Partners. A complete
list of our corporate partners is on page 15; email Roslyn at dahlr@
amc.edu for their contacting information. We draw attention to
Halyard Health, OptionCare, and Real Food Blends who increased
their support in 2017, and welcome Soleo Health who joined us for
the first time!
We look forward to accomplishing great things in 2018 with all of
our partners, to impact the lives of our members.
The Official Volunteer Update
We have welcomed several additions to the Oley Ambassador Program
this year. A profile of our newest Ambassador is on page 2. Oley staff
and the Board of Directors recently bid a fond farewell to our President,
Terry Edwards, and Trustees Drs. Ann Michalek and Lauren Schwartz.
We welcomed Dr. Lillian Harvey Banchik, Dr. Kelly Tappenden, and
Jerry Mayer. Profiles for these new board members are on pages 10–11;
watch for profiles of other board members throughout the year.
We also launched the Oley Advisory Council this year. We look
forward to the guidance this group of respected members of the clinical
and home nutrition support consumer community will provide us.
Finally, as we close the door on one year and immerse ourselves in
another, we send our sincerest best wishes to you and your family for
the happiest and healthiest 2018.
November/December 2017
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Oley Webinars
Don’t miss these opportunities to learn without leaving your home!
Participation is free of charge, and if you miss these or any other Oley
webinars, or want to watch an Oley webinar again, they are recorded.
Recent Advances in Vascular Access
Tuesday, January 16, 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. ET
Robert Lookstein, MD, RSIR, FAHA
Blenderized Tube Feeding
Tuesday, February 6, 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. ET
Lisa Epp, RDN, LD, CNSC
Go to oley.org/webinars for more information and to register.
Thanks to Shire and Halyard Health for sponsoring these educational events.

A Change of Pace Experience
Mary Wootten
My husband and I attended the Hole in the Wall Gang Camp’s C.O.P.E.
(or Change of Pace Experience) weekend for parents and caregivers in
Southbury, Connecticut, in October. We were pampered with sessions
hosted by camp staff and volunteers, a variety of crafts (leather and
woodworking, painting, etc.), a day of relaxation (Reiki, reflexology,
massage, and craniosacral therapy), and delicious meals. The only cost
we incurred was for the gas and tolls to get there and back.
We spent the weekend networking with other parents of children
who have life-threatening or chronic illnesses, relaxing, and having a
blast. For the first time in a long time, we were able to feel “normal”
and not have to worry about medications, tube feedings, and all the
other tasks that special needs parents have on their plate. My husband
and I got to have uninterrupted conversations with other adults (wow!),
uninterrupted sleep, and uninterrupted meals. I actually ate food that
was still hot! Imagine that!
I think the most important of these things was the sleep. My usual
night involves waking up for incessant feeding pump alarms. Waking
up on that Saturday and Sunday morning, I felt more rejuvenated
than I have in the last eight years!
Prepping for this weekend did take a lot of organization and the
unbelievable help from my mother-in-law, Laurie, and my daughter’s
Girl Scout leader, Jamie. We have three children that Laurie was
responsible for all weekend, including medicine and tube feeds. My
daughter went to Girl Scout camp Saturday, so the other moms and
Jamie took responsibility for Natalie’s care, which is no easy task. It
truly takes a village to raise kids! I did prepare all medications and
label them with the child’s name, date, and time for three full days.
It took a lot of syringes, but made it very simple and straightforward
for the grown-ups.
My family is so grateful for the Hole in the Wall Gang Camp and
all the services they provide for families like ours. If you are interested
in learning more about their programs, visit their website at www.
holeinthewallgang.org.
Volume XXXVIII, No. 6
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2018 Oley Awards

Nominate Someone Who Inspires You!
The five awards Oley presents this year recognize those in our community who have earned our respect, inspired us, and taught us. Nominate
someone today, following the criteria listed below, at www.oley.org. Alternatively, you can use the form below as a guide when submitting your
nomination(s). Nominations must be received by March 16, 2018. Please notify the person that you are nominating them for the award.
Awards will be presented at the Oley Consumer/Clinician Conference to be held in late June or early July, location to be determined. Winners
will receive a $750 grant to attend the meeting, and will be spotlighted in the LifelineLetter. Recognition is given to all nominees.

The Awards and Criteria
Innovator/Advocator Award
• Current home enteral (HEN) consumer or caregiver for 1 year or longer,
OR Current home parenteral (HPN) consumer or caregiver for 1 year
or longer (NEW!)
• Any age
• Sets an example by promoting innovation in nutrition therapy, or by
advocating for themselves or someone in their care

LifelineLetter Award, HPN
Sponsored by Nutrishare, Inc., Silver Circle Partner
• Current home parenteral (HPN) consumer or caregiver for 1 year or
longer (NEW!)
• 19 years of age or older
• Demonstrates courage, perseverance, a positive attitude in dealing
with illness or caregiving, and exceptional generosity in helping
others in their struggle with HPN

LifelineLetter Award, HEN
Sponsored by Kate Farms
• Current home enteral (HEN) consumer or caregiver for 1 year or
longer (NEW!)
• 19 years of age or older
• Demonstrates courage, perseverance, a positive attitude in dealing
with illness or caregiving, and exceptional generosity in helping
others in their struggle with HEN

Child of the Year Award
• Current home enteral (HEN) consumer for 1 year or longer, OR
Current home parenteral (HPN) consumer for 1 year or longer (NEW!)
• 18 years of age or younger
• Shows a positive attitude in dealing with illness and therapy which
encourages and inspires others

Celebration of Life Award
Sponsored by ThriveRx, Gold Medallion Partner
• Current home enteral (HEN) consumer for 3 years or longer, OR
Current home parenteral (HPN) consumer for 3 years or longer
• Any age
• Lives life to the fullest: traveling, fishing, gardening, volunteering, attending
school, spending time with family, etc.

2018 Oley Award Nomination
1. Provide the following information:
I am pleased to nominate the following individual for the:
❏ Innovator/Advocator Award
❏ LifelineLetter Award, HPN
❏ LifelineLetter Award, HEN
❏ Child of the Year Award
❏ Celebration of Life Award
Nominee’s name: ___________________________________
Age: ______ Daytime Phone: ( ______ ) ______ - ________
E-mail: __________________ @ _______________________
Primary diagnosis: __________________________________
Number of years on HEN (enteral, tube feeding) ______ and/or
Number of years on HPN (parenteral, IV nutrition) ______
❏ I’ve notified this person that I am nominating them for an award.
Your name: ________________________________________
Daytime Phone: ( ______ ) _______ - _________
E-mail: ___________________ @ ______________________

2. Tell us why you are nominating this person.
Cite specific examples of how the nominee meets the award
criteria. Please limit length to one page (attach).

3. Submit nomination by March 16 to:
The Oley Foundation
Albany Medical Center, MC-28
99 Delaware Avenue
Delmar, NY 12054
Fax (518) 262-5528

What We Mean When We Say...
home enteral nutrition (HEN) = tube feeding
home parenteral (HPN) = IV nutrition, TPN
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Kyle R. Noble Memorial Scholarship
In 2007, the Noble family established the Kyle R. Noble Scholarship to further the educational goals of individuals relying on home parenteral and/or enteral nutrition for their primary
nutritional needs. Each academic year, a $2,000 scholarship will be awarded to an applicant
who embodies the qualities for which Kyle will be remembered.
Applicant Should Submit:
1. Cover letter with name, address, daytime phone, email address, age, diagnosis, HPN and/
or HEN, and years on therapy.
2. A one- to three-page essay wherein the applicant describes how he or she has overcome
obstacles/challenges posed by HPEN and inspired others to live life to the fullest.
3. A letter from an advisor or teacher supporting applicant’s educational pursuits.
4. A letter from a clinician or homecare company reflecting the applicant’s need for HPEN.
5. Applicants must submit their transcripts at the end of the semester of study in order to
receive the second half of the scholarship amount.
Deadline is March 16, 2018. Details and application online at www.oley.org or call the
Oley Foundation at (518) 262-5079.

Summer Camp a Wonderful Experience
Making friends with kids his own age has cabin. He was playing a card game with one of
always been extremely hard for Austin. He’s his cabin mates and introduced me to his new
shy, doesn’t like the quesbest friend! And then Austin
tions other kids ask about
introduced me to his other
his IV backpack, why he
camper friends, one by one,
has a nurse that follows
by name. He struggles with
him around school, and
feeling down and doesn’t
why he can’t eat certain
smile a lot, but yesterday
food. On the playground
he had the biggest smile
he often can’t keep up with
I’ve ever seen!...Stubborn
the other kids and doesn’t
and determined as he was
know how to join in play
to have no friends, camp
with them. He prefers to
won. And as a result, so did
isolate himself from other
Austin.
kids when he’s uncomfort- Austin and Ellie at camp
Thank you so much for
able and spent many days at recess sitting by giving Austin the gift of camp through the Oley
himself….He prefers “grown-up friends.”
Tim Weaver Camp Scholarship [see below].
Last year I really hoped camp would do for
—Jennifer R.
Austin what it’s done for so many other kids—
Oley Tim Weaver Camp Scholarship
challenge him beyond his comfort zone and
Sponsored by Fresenius Kabi, USA,
allow him to feel comfortable trying to make
the $1,000 Oley Tim Weaver Camp
a friend at camp with the help of the counselScholarship was created to provide youth
ors….He had a wonderful time at camp last
on home parenteral and/or enteral nutriyear and brought home great stories [but]…
tion (HPEN) the chance to experience
he really didn’t want to interact with the other
summer camp, building self-confidence,
campers at all, the counselors told me.
independence, courage, and creativity in
Austin was so excited to go back to camp
a safe environment.
this summer. Wood shop and visiting the tree
Applicants must be an HPEN consumer
house were some of his favorite activities. I
aged 7–18, and qualify for a camp that
couldn’t help but hope maybe this year…he’d
provides appropriate HPEN medical
experience the magic of camp friendships….
support. First-time campers will be given
[When] I went to pick Austin up in the
first consideration. Applications are acdining hall [I]… couldn’t believe my eyes.
cepted on an ongoing basis. For details
There he was, happy as could be, sitting at
go to www.oley.org/campscholarship.
the table mixed in with the other kids from his
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A Monthly e-Newsletter
with Top Stories and
Information

• Helpful Tips for Feeding
Tube Consumers
• Stories and Profiles of Tube
Consumers & Caregivers
• Latest News and Updates
• Connect with Other Tube
Consumers & Caregivers

STAY CONNECTED
WITH MIC-KEY* FEEDING TUBES
Subscribe today at:
www.mic-key.com/newsletter

For more information, please visit
www.halyardhealth.com/digestivehealth
or call 1-844-HALYARD (1-844-425-9273) in
the United States and Canada.

*Registered Trademark or Trademark of Halyard Health, Inc.
or its affiliates. © 2017 HYH. All rights reserved.

store business. There are over 490 Holiday
Stationstores in ten states. Holiday is also
part owner of Gander Mountain, a hunting,
fishing, camping retailer with over 125 stores
in twenty-three states. Holiday also has an
international technology company which
licenses patent technology.
Lynn received her B.A. magna cum laude, Phi
Beta Kappa, in 1975 from St. Olaf College in
Northfield, Minnesota; her M.A.T. degree in
1976 from Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois; and her J.D. degree in 1980 from
William Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul,
Minnesota. Lynn was a lawyer at Lindquist &
Vennum, a Minneapolis, Minnesota, law firm
until 1988, when she joined Holiday.
In addition to serving on the Oley Board
of Trustees, Lynn serves on the Board of
Trustees of William Mitchell College of Law;
the Advisory Council of the Center for Law
and Business at William Mitchell; the Board
of Directors of the Dakota Jazz Club and
Restaurant in downtown Minneapolis; and
the Board of Directors for Global Human
Rights for Women, a nonprofit organization
focused on achieving effective legal reform on
violence against women. In addition, Lynn
mentors college and law school students and
volunteers for St. Olaf College.
Lillian Harvey Banchik, MD, FACS, CNSC,
FASPEN
Dr. Banchik is a board-certified surgeon with
a special interest and advanced certification
in nutrition support. Dr. Banchik received
her medical degree
from New York
University School
of Medicine and
did her residency
in surgery at Mt.
Sinai in New York,
New York. During her residency,
Dr. Banchik did
research in nutriLillian Harvey Banchik,
tion at Memorial
MD, FACS, CNSC, FASPEN Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center, investigating ways to minimize
chemotherapy-induced gastrointestinal issues
by changes in the diet. This research started
her lifelong interest in nutrition support.
After residency, Dr. Banchik started a surgical practice at North Shore University Hospital
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in New Hyde Park, New York. Recognizing
the importance of nutrition in the recovery of
surgical patients, she became more and more
dedicated to the nutritional care of her patients,
and for the past fifteen years, her practice has
been dedicated solely to nutrition support.
At the same time, Dr. Banchik had become
more and more involved with the American
Society for Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition
(ASPEN), serving on many committees and
task forces. Most recently she has been actively
involved in the Public Policy Committee. As
part of her work with them, and representing Oley as well, she has visited Capitol Hill
numerous times to advocate for patient access
to health care. She also advocates for individual
patients who have been denied care to which
they are entitled.
Both the Oley Foundation and ASPEN have
recognized her work in this field, awarding her
the Nan Couts and Barney Sellers awards for
advocacy work. In 2017 ASPEN recognized
her lifetime dedication to nutrition support
by awarding her the ASPEN fellowship.
Elizabeth (Betty) Bond, RN
Betty graduated from St. Joseph’s School
of Nursing in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
She has worked in several hospitals, on both
adult and pediatric floors; she has
worked as an IV
team nurse, and as
a substitute school
nurse. At present,
Betty works part
time as a home care
nurse.
Betty will celebrate her fiftieth
Betty Bond, RN
anniversary with
her husband, Earl (Buddy), in 2018. Together
they have three children, Bettemarie (who is
on home parenteral nutrition, or HPN), Jerry,
and Billy; and four grandchildren, Ashleigh,
Kyleigh, PJ, and Logan. Betty has been an Oley
Foundation member since the early 1990s.
In caring for Bettemarie when she was
younger, and helping her as needed now, Betty
has gained extensive experience with HPN
and tube feeding (home enteral nutrition, or
HEN). She has experienced her daughter’s
transition to adulthood while on HPN or
tube feedings (and all that that entails), and
November/December 2017
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stood by Bettemarie’s side when she had to
stop work due to illness. She understands
Medicaid, Medicare, and work disability, as
well as what it is like living, working, traveling,
and going to school with HPEN.
For several years, Betty volunteered as a camp
nurse for children on HPN at Double H Hole
in the Wall Camp during infusion week. She
has also volunteered as a Red Cross emergency
response nurse; as nurse for the local school
district during summer camp/extended-year
programs for children with special needs; and
with her local church. She is very involved in
helping in her community. Betty also keeps
busy advocating for health care with Bettemarie. She has accompanied Bettemarie on
several trips to meet with legislators.
Gerald (Jerry) Mayer
Jerry was diagnosed with Crohn’s disease
when he was twelve years old. Now, he says,
“After what has stretched into several decades
of twists and turns
and ups and downs
dealing with
chronic illness, I
hope I have garnered some meaningful experience
and knowledge
that I can turn
Jerry Mayer
to good use as an
Oley Foundation Trustee.” Jerry says he is
forever grateful for having discovered the Oley
family many years ago and is keenly aware of
the many benefits he has received from his

Oley relationships. He adds that he is pleased
and honored to have an opportunity to further
the Oley mission.
Jerry lives and works as an attorney in
Indianapolis. He is married to Diane Evans,
principal harpist with the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, and is the proud father of
Michael and Mattie.
Kelly Tappenden, PhD, RD, FASPEN
Dr. Tappenden is a professor and head of the
Department of Kinesiology and Nutrition at
the University of Illinois at Chicago. Dr. Tappenden’s research
program focuses on
intestinal failure,
mechanisms of intestinal adaptation,
and patient malnutrition. For these
contributions, she
has received multiple awards. She
has published over
one hundred peer- Kelly Tappenden, PhD,
RD, FASPEN
reviewed papers
and delivered over four hundred invited lectures.
Dr. Tappenden served as the thirty-third
president of the American Society for Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition (ASPEN) in
2008–2009 and Chair of the Nutrition,
Metabolism and Obesity section of the
American Gastroenterology Association
Institute 2009–2013. Currently, she is the
Editor-in-Chief of the Journal for Parenteral
and Enteral Nutrition. ¶

Equipment-Supply Exchange
Do you have HPEN-related supplies and formula you no longer need? Or do you
have needs that aren’t covered by insurance? Try Oley’s Equipment-Supply Exchange.
Items are available free of charge, but the person requesting supplies must pay
for, and arrange for, the items to be shipped to them.
Go to oley.org/Equipment_Exchange to request items through Oley’s online store,
send information on donated items via an online form, or find out more about the
program. If you don’t have access to the internet, call (267) 580-5155.
Please be patient. It may take a few days to return a call or answer a request. If the
items are available when you make your request, typically it is two weeks from when
you make your request until you receive the items.
¿Habla Español?
Phil, de Oley, puede ayudarle. Contacte a Phil lunes–miércoles, 9:00 a.m.–2 p.m.
ET, (518) 262-5079, o philkellerman.oley@gmail.com.
Volume XXXVIII, No. 6
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Medical Update

Helping Children Who
Require Transplantation
The Lane Thomas Foundation was founded by Matt and Melissa
Graves, together with their daughter, Ella, to support families of
children needing life-saving organ transplants. The Graves created the foundation after the sudden and traumatic loss
in 2016 of their two-year-old son, Lane
Thomas Graves.
Matt Graves, chief executive officer of
the foundation, says, “Lane loved children
and we knew that we had to turn this
tragedy into good for other families. We
have been overwhelmed by the support and love we have received from
our community and around the nation. We believe we have found an
impactful way for us to help others in similar circumstances and ease
some of their burdens.”
As stated on its website, the foundation’s goals are: to provide financial support to families of children undergoing solid organ transplants,
allowing them to focus on their child and keep their family together;
to improve public awareness and understanding for increased organ
donation to ultimately save children’s lives; and to support research
activities that obviate the need for organ transplantation.
The Lane Thomas Foundation is providing assistance to pediatric
patients undergoing solid organ transplantation at hospitals in Omaha,
Nebraska (Nebraska Medicine and the Children’s Hospital and Medical Center). Families apply for support through their hospital social
worker. For more information, visit www.lanethomas.org.

Mike, Emily, Quinton, Valerie, Lyla, and Cecilia Sherels

Don’t Forget Oley!
If you have sent your annual gift to the Oley Foundation
already, thank you! If not, you can use the envelope enclosed
in this issue of the newsletter; or donate through Oley’s secure
online web portal at www.oley.org/donations.
Best wishes for a Happy 2018!
12 — LifelineLetter • (518) 262-5079		

November/December 2017

Oley Update
Transitioning, from pg. 1

fort to facilitate the transition to connectors compatible with this ISO tion (FDA), GEDSA, and Mayo Clinic HEN program to formally test
standard, many major enteral device and tubing manufacturers joined commercially available ENFit tubes under parameters more fitting for
the Global Enteral Device Supplier Association (GEDSA), formed in outpatient use. In order to minimize bias, no funding was obtained
2013. ENFit connectors have been designed to fit the specifications from GEDSA or any manufacturer for this testing. Manufacturers
outlined in the ISO 80369-3 standard, and are being manufactured only supplied the tubes and some of the formula to be used and all
by GEDSA members and others. It is possible that other connectors testing was performed on a volunteer basis. Oley also helped provide
that fit the specifications outlined in this ISO
formula for the testing and input from the
standard may also be developed.
patient perspective on the study design.
The timeline for making a transition to ISOThe goal of testing was to assess whether,
Groups such Oley and the Mayo
compatible connectors has continued to change
as a whole, ENFit tubes led to any changes
HEN Program have brought up
based on the availability of adequate ENFit supin gravity or syringe feeding compared to the
plies and resolution of an issue with low-volume
tubes used currently—called “legacy” tubes to
the need for testing to ensure the
drug dosing using ENFit syringes. Additionally,
distinguish them from the new ENFit tubes.
new connectors will work well for
groups such as the Oley Foundation and the
The goal was not to compare one tube to anthe needs of outpatients who...
Home Enteral Nutrition (HEN) Program at
other but to get a sense of the overall impact
Mayo Clinic have brought up the need for
the ENFit connector may have. Thus, the data
may feed by gravity or syringe.
testing to ensure that the new connectors will
analysis was done by combining the results for
work well for the needs of outpatients who typiall available ENFit tubes and comparing them
cally do not use a pump and instead may feed by gravity or syringe. to the results for all legacy tubes.
It has also become apparent that blenderized tube feeding (BTF) use
The first study was performed simulating gravity flow in a laboratory
is increasing in popularity, with surveys of Oley members indicating setting. This was done by filling a 60-mL syringe with various formulas
that as many as 89.6% of pediatric patients and 65.9% of adults are and recording the time it took the syringe to empty. This study found
using BTF on a routine basis (Epp, L., Lammert, L., Vallumsetla, N., that as an aggregate, there was no significant difference in time between
Hurt, R. T. and Mundi, M. S. [2017], Use of Blenderized Tube Feeding the ENFit and legacy tubes for low-profile, 18 French (Fr), and 20
in Adult and Pediatric Home Enteral Nutrition Patients. Nutrition in Fr tubes. The ENFit 14 Fr tubes had a lower flow rate compared to
Clinical Practice, 32: 201–205. doi:10.1177/0884533616662992).
legacy tubes largely due to one ENFit tube that seemed to perform
Studies Comparing ENFit to Legacy Tubes
poorly in this test. It was also noted that with some formulas, the 24
In response to the concerns about whether ENFit would serve the Fr ENFit tubes had lower flow rate compared to legacy.
needs of the home enteral nutrition (HEN) community, Oley organized
The next set of tests was performed to evaluate the amount of force
a meeting in Atlanta in December 2015. One of the outcomes of this necessary to compress a syringe filled with various formulas and BTF
Transitioning, cont. pg. 14 ☛
meeting was a collaboration between the Food and Drug Administra-

$10*			 $12.50*
*plus shipping and handling

HPN Awareness Week
Moves to October 15–19
• New dates correspond with International HAN [Home
Artificial Nutrition] Awareness Day (October 15).
• Make a fashion statement and raise awareness. Buy your “I
feed through my heart” super-power t-shirt and order your
FREE buttons at www.oley.org/store.
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in order to simulate syringe feeding. Again, various formulas, includ- etc.) may impact how enteral nutrition is provided. As an example,
ing Jevity, Nourish, Real Food Blends, and a Mayo Clinic recipe, going from a legacy tube from one manufacturer to an ENFit tube
were used for this testing. Out of all of the tests performed, only of another manufacturer may actually improve flow rate, depending
two results were significantly different between the ENFit and legacy on the formula and tube size, even if the combined flow rate of ENFit
tubes: the 20 Fr legacy tubes required higher pressure to compress tubes of a certain Fr size was slower than legacy tubes of the same
the syringe filled with Jevity than the same
size. The opposite can also be seen; even though
size ENFit tubes; and the 14 Fr ENFit tubes
there was no difference between the ENFit and
Oley will continue to hold
required higher pressure compared to the 14 Fr
legacy tubes for a particular result, there can still
legacy tubes when the syringe was filled with
be a difference felt by the consumer depending
consumer conferences and
the blend from a Mayo Clinic BTF recipe.
on the type of tube, formula used, and method
provide the latest information
Additional analysis was done and showed that
of administration (e.g., pump, gravity, syringe).
available, as well as
other factors—such as the formula used, the
Due to this, we, the Oley Foundation, remain
blender used, the time of blending and tube
committed
to supporting the entire home enteral
additional resources to provide
size—mattered more than whether the tube
nutrition community, whether you have or plan
needed support.
was ENFit or legacy when it came to syringe
to transition to ENFit or you plan on continucompression force.
ing to use your legacy tubes. We will do this in
Oley Foundation’s Role
a number of ways. We will continue to work
Despite the studies performed so far, it is difficult to state the true with manufacturers to discuss the issues raised by Oley members and
impact of the transition to ENFit. The studies discussed above have the results of trials in an effort to encourage improved tube design so
shown that a large number of variables (formula versus BTF, tube your needs can be met.
manufacturer, tube size, blender used, time of blending, BTF recipe,
We will also continue to hold consumer conferences and provide the
latest information available, as well as additional resources to provide
needed support. We will continue to partner with the Mayo Clinic,
FDA, and other organizations to foster increased understanding of the
needs of the HEN community and also improve outcomes through
research. Please watch the newsletter and continue to visit our website
for up-to-date information regarding this transition. ¶

Are You Missing Out?
If Oley doesn’t have your email address, you’re
missing conference news, event invitations, HPEN
FDA Alerts, and other timely updates. Remedy
this today: email harrinc@amc.edu.

Thank You Oley Corporate
Partners!
Please join the Oley Foundation in thanking Functional
Formularies, our most recent corporate contributor, and
all of the companies that support Oley year round. To read
about Oley partners, visit oley.org/PartnerShowcase.
Functional Formularies
Functional Formularies® says it has “revolutionized clinical nutrition by offering the world’s first and only certified
organic whole food feeding tube formulas and oral meal
replacements.” Liquid Hope and Nourish are nutritionally
complete, non-GMO and contain no added sugar in any
form. The products are free of dairy, gluten, soy, and corn.
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Contributor News
Donor

Notable Individual Gifts
Among the individual contributions received, there are always several dedicated to those who have inspired the donor. We share this list of honorees
below. We are grateful for the following gifts received from September 30
through November 24, 2017:
Tributes
In honor of the birth of Eloise Baumann; Joan Bishop; Bettemarie Bond; Marcia Denenholz’s birthday; Karen Hamilton; Phil Kellerman; Aidan Koncius;
Sharon Lockwood
Memorials
In memory of Edy Bosworth; Easther Gower; Irmagail Gordon; Rick Hernandez;
Lloyd Mollenkopf; David Nappo; Clarence Oldenburg
Fundraiser
Bharath Surapaneni’s Chicago Marathon run, in honor of Swapna Kakani
Thank you for all gifts and the kind comments we receive throughout the year.
Your support overwhelms us and continues to be a source of inspiration.

Oley Horizon Society
Many thanks to those who have arranged a planned gift to ensure continuing support for
HPEN consumers and their families. Learn how you can make a difference by calling (518)
262-5079 or visiting www.oley.org/ plannedgifts.
Rodney Okamoto, RPh,
The Groeber Family
Felice Austin
& Paula Okamoto
Valerie Gyurko, RN
Jane Balint, MD
John Balint, MD

Alfred Haas

Kay Oldenburg

Joan Bishop

Shirley Heller

Harold & Rose Orland

Ginger Bolinger

Alicia Hoelle

Judy Peterson, MS, RN

Pat Brown, RN, CNSN

Jeff & Rose Hoelle

Clemens Pietzner

Faye Clements, RN, BS

Lyn Howard, MD

Beverly Promisel

Katherine Cotter

William Hoyt

Abraham Rich

Jim Cowan

Portia & Wallace Hutton

Wendy Rivner

Rick Davis

Kishore Iyer, MD

Roslyn & Eric Scheib Dahl

Ann & Paul DeBarbieri

Doris R. Johnson

Susan & Jeffrey Schesnol

David & Sheila DeKold

Darlene Kelly, MD, PhD

Doug Seidner, MD, FACG, CNSP

Dale & Martha Delano

Family of Shirley Klein

Judi Smith

Tom Diamantidis, PharmD

Jim Lacy, RN, BSN, CRNI

Gail Egan, MS, ANP

Robin Lang

Selma Ehrenpreis

Hubert Maiden
Laura Matarese, PhD, RD,
LDN, CNSC, FADA, FASPEN

Steve Swensen
Cheryl Thompson, PhD, RD, CNSC,
& Gregory A. Thompson, MD, MSc

Herb & Joy Emich
Jerry Fickle
Don Freeman
Linda Gold
Linda Gravenstein
Deborah Groeber

Kathleen McInnes

Cathy Tokarz
Eleanor & Walter Wilson
Marion & Larry Winkler

Michael Medwar

James Wittmann

Meredith Nelson

Patty & Darrell Woods

Nancy Nicholson

Rosaline Ann & William Wu
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Oley Corporate
Partners
The following companies provide over
one-half of the funds needed to support
Oley programs. Corporate relationships
also strengthen our educational and
outreach efforts. We are grateful
for their strong commitment.
PLATINUM LEVEL PARTNER
($70,000+)
Shire
GOLD MEDALLION PARTNER
($50,000–$69,999)
ThriveRx
SILVER CIRCLE PARTNERS
($30,000–$49,999)
Coram CVS/specialty infusion services
Halyard Health, Inc.
Nutrishare, Inc.
BRONZE STAR PARTNERS
($20,000–$29,999)
Baxter International Inc.
Cardinal Health
Fresenius Kabi USA
Option Care
BENEFACTOR LEVEL PARTNERS
($10,000–$19,999)
BioScrip, Inc.
Nestlé Health Science
Real Food Blends
PATRON LEVEL PARTNERS
($5,000–$9,999)
Applied Medical Technology, Inc.
Apria Healthcare
AxelaCare/BriovaRx Infusion
Cook Medical
Functional Formularies
Soleo Health
Learn more at www.oley.org/
IndustryLandingPage
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We’ve Moved!
Please note our new street address.
Our email addresses got shorter, too.
See page 2 for a complete list of staff
contact information.

Oley Calendar, Januar y–October 2018
January–March 16: Nominations for Oley awards, applications for
Kyle Noble Scholarship, and submissions for HomePN Research
Prize being accepted (through March 16)
January 16: Recent Advances in Vascular Access, Oley Webinar

March 4–5: Oley attending Digestive Disease National Coalition
Spring Public Policy Forum
March 16: Nominations for Oley awards, applications for Kyle
Noble Scholarship, and submissions for HomePN Research Prize due

January 22–25: Oley attending and exhibiting at American Society
for Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition (ASPEN) Nutrition Science
and Practice Conference, Las Vegas, NV

April 23–26: Oley exhibiting at National Home Infusion Association conference, Phoenix, AZ

February 5–9: Feeding Tube Awareness Week

October 15: International HAN (Home Artificial Nutrition)
Awareness Day

February 6: Blenderized Tube Feeding, Oley Webinar

May 19–22: Oley exhibiting at Infusion Nurses Society, Cleveland, OH

October 15–19: HPN Awareness Week
Ongoing: Applications being accepted for Oley Tim Weaver Camp
Scholarship
If you are able to help at the Oley booth, or at one of the exhibits listed
above, please contact Cathy at harrinc@amc.edu or (518) 262-5079.
Watch for updates on Oley events at www.oley.org.
Additional Meetings of Interest
January 23–24: Community Capitol Hill Advocacy Day, Washington, DC
February 15–17: Head and Neck Cancer Symposium, Scottsdale, AZ
February 28: Rare Disease Day
June 2–5: Digestive Disease Week, Washington, DC

