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PENC (NSPE-NC) Fellow Membership Grade
Nomination Form, Instructions and Guidance
Deadline for Nominations is Monday, November 2, 2026


Selection as a Fellow of PENC is the highest honor PENC can bestow on a member. The nomination and selection process should reflect this fact.

 Any current Licensed Member of PENC shall be eligible for selection as a PENC Fellow, subject to the following:
Must have been a licensed Engineer for at least 20 years, as of December 31 of the year of nomination or, if retired, must have been a licensed Engineer for at least 20 years prior to retirement.
Must have been a PENC Licensed Member for at least 10 years, as of December 31 of the year of nomination, and currently a Licensed Member (Licensure in NC is not a requirement for PENC Licensed Member status.  However, current valid licensure is required somewhere unless the nominee is retired). The 10-year PENC membership requirement is waived for NSPE Fellows who subsequently become members of PENC.
Must be nominated by a PENC Chapter.
May not be currently receiving compensation from PENC or NSPE.

Nomination for Fellow Membership shall be on forms approved by the Council. The basic form will be the NSPE nomination form (which follows), supplemented by a form which provides any additional information required by the Council.  

Involvement in PENC/NSPE must include holding at least one elected office at the chapter, state, or national level and must also include service at the national level of NSPE in order for nominees to be considered as an NSPE Fellow.  National level service can include a number of activities such as committee/task force chair or member. While it is desirable to have held an office at the National level, importance is placed on long-term active involvement. The Council of Fellows Executive Committee endeavors to treat each nomination on its own merits and tries not to restrict itself by generating a list of activities that would qualify.

It is desirable that nominees exhibit continuing effort over years in NSPE Involvement, Professional Activities, and Community Involvement. 

In addition to the application form, nominees should include a minimum of three (3) letters of recommendation, according to the following requirements:
One letter must be from the President of the chapter nominating the Fellow candidate.
One letter, if possible, should be from another PENC Fellow (although this is not a requirement).
Each letter of recommendation shall not exceed one (1) page in length and must include the signature of the writer.
Nominees may not submit a letter of recommendation on their own behalf.

If the nominating Chapter believes the candidate has sufficient service of a national nature to merit consideration for NSPE Fellow nomination, it should so state and submit a minimum of two NSPE endorsement letters (and no more than three). NSPE requires a minimum of three letters, one of which must be from an NSPE Fellow Member and one from the PENC President. The chapter is responsible for all letters except one from the PENC President, which will be added if the nomination is eventually approved by PENC.

The deadline for receipt of a nominee’s complete nomination packet is Monday, November 2, 2026 Any nomination packets received after the deadline will be returned to the nominating party. Incomplete packets will not be sent to the PENC Council of Fellows for review. There will be no exceptions to the deadline requirement.

The PENC Board of Directors will vote on the final approval of those nominees recommended for Fellow status by the PENC Council of Fellows, by mid-December 2025.

 All Fellow member nomination packets are to be sent to: 

Fellows Chair, Kelly Barnhill at kbjr@hendrix-barnhill.com and PENC Executive Director, Vanessa LaClair, CAE, CMP at exec@penc.org (O: 984-220-5368).
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